
P R E F A C E ______ _,_ 

Simple matters have a way of turning into complex ones, 

when examined closely and from more than one angle. What follows 

is an attempt at one such examination of a fragment of English 

grarr~ar. The present study is expository in nature; it seeks to 

expose the complexities that go with the past perfect~ve -- commonly 

knotm as the past perfect (tense) or the pluperfect - at both 

theoretical and practical levels. It will be seen that these 

complexities may not be • deep waters·•, but they are not • elementary• 

either. 

The project would have ended in a fiasco but for Professor 

K.K.Roy, my supervisor, who has so kindly guided me through the 

entire work despite his many important academic involvements. I 

owe to him more than I can recount. 

I warmly ackn¢wledge my indebtednes~ to Sir Randolph Quirk, 

Miss Valerie Adams, Dr. Bas Aarts and Mr. Fang Chenyu of University 

College London, as well as to Professor Christopher Norris and 

Dr. David Young of the University of wales Cpllege of Cardiff 

for their valuable advice and kind help at various stages of the 

work and especially during my stay in the u. K. 

I am more than grateful to my friend Mr. Ranjit Sengupta 

whose constant care,. empathy and very direct help have always 

been for me too pervasive to acknowledge. 
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I am grateful also to Ms Gill Francis, senior Grammarian, 

Cobuild, for kindly replying to my queries, as well as to 

Mr. Indrajit Chakraborty for his kind and generous hospitality 

while I was his guest in London. 

Others who helped me out in more ways than one include 

Prof. P.K.Hui, Dr. A.K. Basu, Dr. H. Roy, Dr. P. Roy, Dr. A.K. 

Nanda~ Mr. A.sarkar, Dr. s. De, Dr. D.K. sarkar, Dr. D .• De sarkar, 

Mr. u. Roy, .Mr. R.K.Gupta and Ms. Gouri sen. J: am happy to 

acknowledge my debt to them all. 

Grateful thanks are due also to the staff of English Depart• 

ment of my College, especially to Mr. s.c.Das for encouragement 

and to Dr. P. s .• Mukherjee for enabling me to have the Australian 

connection; to the former Principal l1r. s.N.Roy and the present 
:. 

Principal Dr. N.K.Das; to Mr. s.K.Ghosh of History Dep~tment.; 
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and to Mr. D.K.Nag and Mr. M.Roy of the office. 

I gratefully remember how keenly my teacher Prof. P. K. 

Majumdar took interest in my work and :wished its happy fruition • 

. I thank, .Mr. M •. Chakraborty for takj_ng extra. care in typing 

tbe material •.. 

Fin al-ly, I am grateful beyond measure to my son and my wife 

for encouraging me throughout and patiently enduring my indifference 

to them during long hours of work. 
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