
PREFACE 

The period from thirteenth to the nineteenth 

century is an important era. in the development of educational 

system in Assam. Assam's educational progress takes a differe-

nt complexion from that which it had in the earlier period. 

From this time onward ·satra system,of education makes its 

appearance and rejuvenated the Tola and Gurugriha system of 

e~ucation of ancient times. The Assamese people are proud of 

their Satra institutions which. greatly influenced the As_~a!fl_ese 
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A:.~. society to inaugurate a cultural reformation in Assam. It is 
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the most significant period the book has dealt with for the 

educational development of Assam - a period marked by the 

gradual assimilation of Brahminical education by that of 
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vernacular system culminating in the mass eduyation of medieval 

Assamese renaissance. 

Born and brought up in Assam, I cherished a 

keen desire to know about the system of education, in Assam 

during medieval age. The main objective of the present work 

is to narrate the educational set-up of Assam from the thirtee-

nth to the nineteenth century. Having been advised by my 

teacher Prof. N. N. Acharyya, r-1. A. Ph.D. (London), Reader,· 

Department of History,· University of !~· (Retd. )and nov1 

Prof. and Head of the Dep9rtment of History and Archaeology, 
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NEHU, Nagaland campus, Kohima to take up the history of educa

tion. in Assam during medieval period.for my advanced studies 

and research, I began my research on history of education in 

Assam durin·g medieval period. (1228-1826 A.D.) on the basis of 

available educational data. 

I have approached the subject mainly as a student 

of educationr-: because before my experimentation no body has 
-- --, -·---·-- --- ----------=-,..-;.::.::_:...____:.._· __ 

given so much attention to the ~ducational system of the medie

-·~ai time. I have endeavoured to throw new light on the subject 

since no scholar before me has ever attempted to delineate the 
......._ ______ ------

rich educational heritage of medieval Assam. A systematic and· 
~ 

detailed study of the subject il'!"::orporating both of its formal 

and informal aspects has long been a desideratum and I have 

spared no pains to present necessary facts in a logical way. 

From the very beginning I have attempted to pro-

duce. a critical study on the Ahom system of education. The 

narrative· of the work is based ~ainly on the vaisnavite litera

tures, the details of \'rhich are appended in the bibliography. 

In the first chapter of the thesis I have tried to describe the 

historical background of medieval Assam. 

In the second chapter I have discussed about th~ 

socio-c"ult'ltral history of Assam during Hhole medieval period~ Ip 

the third chapter I have analysed the development of vernacular 
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during that period. In the fourth chapter I have produced the 

Brahminical system of aducation in Assam during medieval 
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period. In the· fifth- chapter the Tal Ahem system of education 

was drawn out. In the sixth chapter there has been analysed the 
,_ 
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extensive use of manuScripts in different vays. The seventh 

chapter shows a·ne~vaisnavite movement and a mass education in 
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. Ass_am inaugurated by sankaradeva which fully influenced the mind 

and culture of the people tO commence a new era in their history. 

The last· cbapter sums up the summary of the entire thesis along 

with the contributions made by Sankaradeva for educational 

upsutge of Assam. 

All through it has _-been my aim to make a general · 

study of the development of .different aspects of Assamese system 

of education from the earliest times down-to the Qeginning of 

nin~teenth century. I bav~. considered it necessary to diSCU8S at 

length of socio-eultural and religious conditions of the Ahom age. · 
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The Th~sis contains seven appendices, two maps. 

sevE!nteenP..lateS,glossary, abbreviation and bibliography~· 

It is a pleasant obligatio"n forme to acknowledge 

the -kindness of·my teachers and, friends from whose help and adv:l.

ce. I have .been benefited. I wish to acknowledge. very sincerely 

the help and a_dvice of nr. N. N. Acharyya, formerly Reader in 

the Department of History, :Gauhati :University and.now Prof.and 
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. Head of -the Department of History and Archaeology, NEHU, Naga

land campus, Kohima; for the valuabl~ guidance I received from 

him. My thanks must also go to all those who ·have helped me in 

many ways but they must _go unnamed. 

I convey my grateful thanks to the Librarian. 

and staff members of K. K. Hand!qui Library, 1 Gauhati ·university, 
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Cotton College Library, Guwahati ; Director~te of Historical and 
. . 

Antiquarian Studies, Govt. of Asaam, Guwahati r Govt. Law College 

Library (The Old Earl~ _ La\"1· College-1914), Guwahati; District 

Library, Gm-1ahati 1 and Archaeologic<Jl Department, Govt.aE Assam, 

Guwahati. I am also deeply indebted to Prof. N. N. Acharyya to 

permLt me to use his personal Library ~nd the Mahapurus Srimanta 

Sankaradeva Research Centre, Pandu, Gtn-fahati-12. 

-~~~'-~~ b i~' 1~~ 
Binapa~i Talukdar. · 
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