
Conclusion------------------

I tis a fact that the Rajshahi College has a long and eventful history of its own . 

. We have already seen that the college was started a~ a second grade Arts College in 

April1873 with only six students on its rolls. It enjoyed a magnificent grant by Raja 

Haranath Roy of Dubalhati Raj and a few leading enlightened personalities of 

Rajshahi. Fact remains that since its inception it continued to be the only college in 

the district till1939. Upto 1973, the centenary year of the college, there were very 

few reputed colleges in Bengal to cater higher education to the deserving people of 

India. We have also seen how from an acute need of higher education in the region, 

the idea of such an institution hinted the mind of a few personalities and it is quite 

. likely that in such a background the dream of Rajshahi College was materialized. 

This is something eventful and encouraging because how this college came up from 

the womb of a small institution named Bauleah English School, established in 1828. 

In the history of education in Bengal we come across a long process and in this 

process there are stages of development. In the beginning· of the dissertation we 

have tried to trace the evolutionary stages giving a concrete shape of education in 

Bengal. It is important to note that the history of education in Bengal got shaped 

through institutions-either in a Vihara, or in the Toll or in the Madrasa. It is interesting 

to note that this institutional.system of education could draw the attention of the 

· foreign visitors and their views in this respect have been reflected in many 

contemporary records. All these aspects have been analysed in some chapters of the 

thesis and as far as possible all the points have been put up afresh in the light of some 

new researches and documents. From the findings of the present research it has 

· been shown that a new social milieu began to rise up in Bengali society due to the 

spread of such higher education. Because by virtue of the educational institution, as 

that of Rajshehi College, the doors closed up for long in higher education were 

opened up and people at large got opportunities for education. Cultural interaction 

and social understanding were possible just when education became a linking-bridge 

of various categories of people: Hindu-Muslim understanding, westernization and 

. the process of modernization became possible due to the spread of such education. 
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Keeping in mind all the aspects mentioned above, it remains to say that the 

foundation ofRajshahi College in 1873 was a landmark in the history of the higher 

education in colonial Bengal and its consequences can hardly be ignored till date. 

The establishment of the Rajshahi College may thus be taken as a singular event 

which indicates the beginning of a trend to put an end of the monopoly of Calcutta 

as the only dependable centre of higher education. It is remarkable that some of the 

Hindu and Muslim zamindars came forward unitedly for a noble cause and they 

materialized their ideas through for this goal. Their commitment for an institution 

and the responsibilities they had takenup various sacrifices including financial 

investments and donation of landed properties are still examples for the after 

generation. On the question of accommodation of students and sacrifices to this 

end by a few local zamindars of Rajshahi as we have seen, are still encouraging. The 

construction of the Pramathanath Hindu Boarding House in 1894 with the major 

financial support of Raja Pramathanath Roy of Dighapatia, and that of the 

Choudhury Lodge by Khan Bahadur Asraf Ali Khan Choudhury of Natore, 

eloquently justify the commitment of these personalities for such a benevolent cause 

like foundation of a college in a backward region. 

The Rajshahi College had to face various twists and turns in course of its growth 

and development. Scarcity of qualified teachers, problems of affiliation and 

it?-troduction of new subjects were ever standing problems from the beginning. But 

for proper management and the devotion of a few enlightened personalities of 

Rajshahi came to the forfront in tackling such problems and our research has shown 

the mechanism means to overcome all such hurdles. 

The phases after the partition of India in 194 7 were no doubt unfortunate for 

the future of this institution. It has been shown that from 1948-1951 teaching of 

honours courses was held up only to be reintroduced in 1952. It was the first time for 

this institution when a dark cloud swept over the college and the academic prospects 

were being hampered severely severely. But the authority of the college, initiatives 

of the local people negated these all and the college could survive with its glorious 

tradition. 
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It is, however, noteworthy that this institution had ever given due importance 

to debates, games and sports and also the encouragement of the students for 

academie persuits through college magazines. In our research we have attempted to 

record the excellency of this college for its library with huge collection of books and 

journals. These include the publications of many outstanding titles journals and 

: periodicals from various academies centers. Fort William College, Calcutta University, 

Sanskrit College, Presidency College and even from I<huda Bakhsh Oriental Public 

Library, Patna. The Library still can boast for its rare collection of books on literature 

and various streams of science. Incidentally the library of Rajshahi College has ever 

proved its worth being one of the leading centers for the researchers and scholars of 

· any discipline. 

The Rajshahi College may be considered as a fortunate academic institution 

having played an important role to produ.ce some academic figures who have 

· contributed much for our future academic pursuits. Thus the leading luminaries like 

Akshay Kumar Maitreya, Rajinikanta Sen, Sir J adunath Sarkar, Pramathanath Bishi, 

. Ritwik Ghatak, I<han Bahadur Emaduddin, Quazi Motahar Husain etc. were the 

products of this College and their contributions in the academic world need no 

introduction. It is equally memorable that the college had started its journey with an 

able bi.dership of a son of a Bengali mother named Haragobinda sen, the first 

principal of the College and he was followed by some other reputed educationists 

whose devotion for the growth of such an institution is an example for the days to 

come. 


