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.r:e s.ervation, aP.Pl,opr~ation .ot; land for tea_ ~-Ul ti vatio~ but and 

e1..'"'tension of .,Plough cultivation to·_ the rePJ.a:I.ning la..!'J.diti Thls ~.as'{; 

is a far more effieie11-t method of' 9~t~vat1_on than jhummi..11~ but 

requires the ElPPlication of cqnsider~bl~. 4avd .labqur l;>oth to ren-~ 
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r.evettingf and ir:r~ga~il1~. it) ~d ~A _tt'~e .. PE?l':l?ormance of _the Various 

operationEl _or' agr~tip;ttul.,e. _ TI?.e r-~paJ,_iE? a,c:corqing ~o Hu,nter _ vre:re 

i'ar more a~siduous ?.-11.4' 'sld.lf~.l ':l.i?.. i;;i\e :_puperior mothocl and con!?e...;i_ 

ql,l.entJ.y displaced or speed_ily outnu.lu.:bf3red the o.rigina1. inhabi~b:.\~:~. :~: 
·:';. 
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tq.,.~t s. (6 ) 
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The av@age · size of _the: ,h.Qlding ·.during. 'the British 

. perio_d to a great ·~xt'ent cqntrol~ed by the pcllicies followed for 

regUlating tr~sfers of holdings. · ':trruis.fers HhiGh ;Lnc:rease the 
. ' . . 

, · · si.ze o:t a; ho~dings. above. .20 ~res 'or reduce it beJ,.ow- 5 acres \<Jere 

. · rlQ.t. sanctioned~· The ·result i.•ras tha'i:;· in the vJest Tista Kb.asmahaJ.s 

tb;~ average size of_ a holding was 5~9- :;mtes in 1941. and on the 

'• 0 

. . ' 

·Rolling and sam bo-ng PJ;ta~~ 7 •. 5 _ ae:~~s·- . In. ttl~ Ke.l,impong GOvernment 
' l' ' ••• 

Estates the average :vr~s 6•.00 acres. ·(7) 

Bqt since indepen~ence_?: _the _situation ha~ changed 

drastically.~ If l:Je _compare tl~e ~ot~ ~atio, name1y le4d p_er 

cuJ.tivati~ hou.seho~d \:TG __ 111oulq nqt_:t~e -~-h9-t the l~ld available fo:r 
" 

· ct1.ltivat~on has _drastically_ falle!J. ovel;' the years. The follovring 

. ']able -(4~_2) -vrill ;i.;.llust.l'ate.~. (8) 
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