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Introduction 

tic Industries, North Bengal, being one o:r the smallest ancJ 

humid regions or India, l!es in between the Enstern Himalayan 

about. 3 ,51~1 ,940 f1971) ,9nd until recently, its eeooany was 

baso:-J primarily oo agricultu~e ... ·Since the 4th 5 yea:t' pl::it 

f~orth Bengal has benifitted i:1.n2rwinlly :for th~ r~Jpid rise ot 

!ndustriao t'ihich has porndtted tht:rx' reL,~ ·;n en sn t:Pbi tious 

.~ ts industries much smaller in bo~h bulk .:m:t vari.ety thnn tha 

industries 11 :r .. avin.g in some c,as<.;-;s t·Jo:rld r~aritct. 

'!'he t[ible below .shows the tot.2::l arnploymec.."lt. in ~3~~11 

counterpat•t. (Chart. 2). 
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.&'iot~ri&t-td.se oorlo:Yome.i·r~ m SmfJll· Se;mle und (Jottage 
Lll'ldustri~as in t:rest Batgal • 
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DirbhU~~ 

lj\m,"'d"traa~ 
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Hidna1m:re 

~!w."'Sbid·abr!J 

6,966 

7,29lv 

1,61$ 

s.o34 
s~jO) 

149404 

18,a:)~ 

24,§$3 

t.s6,f524 

35,32S 

1\,t6,S~3 
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14; 757 

33,4'f5 

1~04,431.;. 

1,~.36 
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St>urtle : ri.treetorute of:· roall S@aie IKlth.i.Str'lol 
Office, Calc~it~. 
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It is svident fx-om tbe above table that out of tho total 

aYRt:»loym~~t of 6,29 1 361 in Small Seals lndustl""Y in Hest Bengal, 
' " 

the I~orth Bengal districts share about_ JJ,018 ~ployment or 5 

p®rconto In !fort.b Bengal 6gairl Oooc!l Bobar possessas 23.8 per

.· .can{• £ollO'?iJCd by Ja!I~igur_i 22.,3 ,pere~Vl_t, alarjeeliF!g_ 21.7_ pe;t:

eootj·' filald& 16 pereent West Uinajpur 15.7 peroorrt of the· total 

, ~plo;v1nent oogagoo in Small Scale and CcittagG Iridua·try •. 

'rh~ presmt S-tudy b®ing m the Industrial D~wGlopmmt 

. of t\lortb l!lengal .~ts oim is to .t•ocu~ on the actu.::..J. psrformatlcos 

of tho manufne:t'WJ.ing unit® and hOi.'lJ so.t;:tafaetorily the job is 

.(aooG by the industry in !ll'OV'l.d.i:ng ®r!lployment, lZISketable goods ... 
and in distributing t'he .income for $trengthening. the .ecooo-:i!y 

of the region. 

{.. 

A delin;l.::Jtion of some terms : Before ~·roceooing further, it is 

· ~~c~ssary to define and discuss bri~ly some of tho -terms to be 

!lS®d frequently ~· succ~eding ch.aAJtors. Particul.~-.attootion is, 

· ~heref0%"'491 0.1lSt :be gi'\F:n tO the IndUStry nsma11_ ~caleU t "f;19dimt 
I 

: Scalo~ ftlld ntt1rge Sctil9tt tliii ts. _ IndustrY here refers to a 
{ ,. - - : '--~-- -

: i~iv2tely mmed busin~ss firm, oogag0d in pr~uc~iv-e activity. 

r~~mall sc~ew, WMGCU.um Seal®" ~nd f'Largo Scaleff; units, are tb,~ 

• subgrou1JS of such i.t1-:ius try dii'fex~i.ng f'rom ®ach oth~r oo t.hs b-asis 
.~ -~ 

; .·of." th.Qir capital outlays • 
• r • r 

· scale uni~a by ~~t~o definitions gooarally .aceeptoo.nm~ is that 
-' • !.!' ' ~· ; - - • 

an industrit:ll undertaki-ng t"J:i:th a capital of upto '~so 5 · leiths is 
' ~- . • 'I 

a a"TTall. scala unit; me with a capital or upto ?.so 20 lakhs 
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1 

is a mooium s~ale mit!'f and the tm.@ tiiith a capital investment 

in excase of Us ... 20 lakhs is larg@i Scmle untt. 
2 

According to a pr®ss &;tats:amt th® Govto or India with 

a viaw t.o brooderi the scop~ of the small seale industry so as 

to includ.tl tdthin it;s f'olda a largei ftUl!ilb~r or eueh industries, 

has accept®d t;c consider ood r~U.fiiil~ tba present T:Jorking dofi-
3 / - ~{;· 

ni tioo ~ l'lhi ch has been eri ticised as. vGcy narrO"~ ... - "Under 

the ne~ definitiOn the only limiting factor for· on industry- to. 
-

be called a. STilall-scale industry wou.ld ~a in regard to t~e 

carjital invostmmt which should .not excGed im. S laid!$, ~.ncl~ding 
. - . ~ 

the cost of land, x~lachinery, building and other materials" • 

1. 

·.~ 

Ca1:~i tal .for I11edium and SmaU-SeaJ.e Industries_, So So E. S._ 
Baa1Jay, 19.59, P4i4o 

Tho Hindu, d. 1.1·0.,59 .:.. Shri M.r~:r..shah at 14th m~sting of 
t'Ul India Small Indus tries Board, ( Fur1. S, 1 0.; $9 )"; also 
oruall Industrial_ Dulletin No •. 21 ,, 1959 p.21 41 

i 
l 

Th_e Govt. o£' India b.uve decided to ravisG· th$ definitia'l 
of Small Scalo IndustriG.s, so- as. to include all imiustrlal 
limits 'W>Jith & capital ilnH~stment of not mol.'"e t;l1an :rupees 
fi VG lakhs, irrsSp6Ctive of thGJ nltabSr Of persons employed -
1,he Hindu 3"2 .. 60. 

According to the 71th Report o:f the ESJtimates Cci'.t-.ittc0 
1959-00 (2nd_ Lok Sabha) ttf'or t'ha purp0$0 of Govt. Assit!tance 
Sw..all Scale Industri®~ are d~fined to includG all inth.lStrial 
~ @-r-i' ~ in 1l - '*"ri ee ~m€1:tfit_~ 'iS. Szsrr't-WT"i all -:G_w;-'~tttLri'''-· 
units t;ith a capital· of not mo~e than itr.,. S lakhs !rreszJetrti vs 
of -the nunbar of perecas employedn. It has been clarlfiad by 
the GovtQ to the ca"l.mit;tes,_ th.at itS-mall :tndust.l ... ies are d®f'ined 
as u.\'li ts uith i'iXad caJ:•ital ass~ts not ~Ce(~ding ~\~. 5 ·lakhs 
irrosp8ctive of tho number of_ p~rsons employedfi but no clari
.ficatie4.~ t>~as giva?. m t':~heth~"' the term fixed ca.11ital ass~ts 
mean gross or not aasatso To avoid the risk of aooiln size 
units claiming or t~..kmg special advantages of Govt~ aid 
ofiereu to Stnauw~ units· (on the .vrawxt that their net VQlue 
of fixed a~.s"ts is belo~;'f (~. S lakhs} the e~.iti_t~:c r..ointed out 
tha.~ t;.he ta:rtm £!xed capital a.t}sets be tr~atoo ns gross fixed 
as~ts ... 
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Invest,mcnt. of capital per wit of manu.faeturln,g t.ni:tfn 

!forth Dengal are mostly identiCGj.l \'Iii th that of the small. seaLe 

~d Cottag~ iil!dustry ti7bich is "a small scate o~ cottage inr:hastry 

may e.e.cordmgly be d®.fined t@ be an enterprise or ser:tGs of Ol)G

f'l:J.ticns carried oo by a workman skilled in th.<J craft oo his mrn 
h . 

res_poosibili.ty .9 the finished procluct of which }10 t\!a.Tk.ets. ilimself. 

lia worlcs in }"ds arm house with his own tools and ma:tcrials and 

l"J.rov~des his 01-m lab om:, -anc}l- at most t..he- l~r.>lir- c£ such memb~rs 

o£ hin- family as axie able to aasisil~ These wo:rk~:rs·, ''~ork: mostly 

by hand la'boUI> and .personell s.lcill "t'rlth little or no ·aid from 

modem. pOtr.ier driven mac1'4.:nory, and in accordance wit;h tradi timal 

pa--.. Jer may add to th~ ooooomy and ef:.f:tcimcy of' the industry. He 

. t'Jox-ks ~ f'inilly for_ a _-marl=et _in the ~nmediate neighhowhocd, t.hat 

is to say, in res,ponse to knol!ll der11and v-11 th. :r~ereren ce to quali~y 
6 

~s well as quarrtity" . o 

Th::s ~ollo\'ii...,g table sh{o'\<Js iJhe d:tst:t:"ibutioo ( in~lud:L"'lg 
' --; 

inunber of_ mits an(i tot~ capital· i:nve~t;:nailt ):,of_ tlle- Small -

Scale a..'ld Cottag\:'J In.dtt~rtl'y bot.h in ~Jortlh -B~gru. and the whole 
:! ' 

'-1 

. [' 



'fable 2 

Small Scala & Cottage Industries in !lorth Bengal 
(Registered upto 13.12. 75) 

Di.Btrie·t 

1. Darj e..~ ling 
2. · J al,ta,igu.ri 
-'~ Gooeh Behar 
4. vaest Dinaj:t.Yur 
5l» r~~lda 

b 

'l'O'tal :for North ~engal 8,088 

6~ 
. 7. 
s .. 
9e~ 
1 o. 

-11:. 
12. 
i3<il 
Hl-~ 
1S. 
t6s. 

w.x~"a .•. .,~. 
( nV,., Investmcrtt 
mit) 

per. 

Bankm ... a ~ 601 ,;} f. 

Birbhu..~ 2,94-3 
. Burdwart . 711514 
Calcutta 20~.307 
Hooghly ~:.,~t39 
Hoiill'ab 1()9890 
t:lidnapOl"a ,71)859 
£:11Jrsbidabad 6,l.16 
Uadia 4r~91.4 
24-l? ~1raganas 1 3,3l39 
Ptu."'ulia 12,061 

l'otal for tJest Bang~ 89,822 

(AV. Invesrt.mmt per 
. U.!lit} 

::.•otal carjit.al I.l'lves£moort 
( 0.>,. ) . 

e 

1,09,558,6 

~1-~~$~·· 

( 13.54) 

Z3)lf>06.5 
/ 

.32,961-e6 
~,51, 732o8 

11 ,37;192.0 
2 t 96",.1469 tl 7 ct. ) . , t:.lv 1 080. 0 

34,9EJ4.8 
23,097.6 
55,0)6~8 

4,12 ,.381,., 2 
14,021,.,6 

30,52,628.7 

---------------------------~----------------~----------------
Som·eo : CollGeted .f'rO'll the direetor~tc of tl'le Small ·· 

Scale and C«>ttuge !ndustries.l' Uoitt. of \'}cat Bengal. 
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The object o£ abov~ rumish~d data :is to find out the 

regimal patt~m o£ th~ numb~r of imit-s and the 'total capital 

illAve.stooot in th~ Small Seale Industry :L~ North Bengal~ The· 

figures in eolum b shov1 th~t the !il.utnbat" of units (s,oes) 
accounts .f·or 9 l)if!Te·.,nt ~f' the ~o't~l numbGr of such t.mits in 

lJest Boog~ {8~,.822) and th~ &rlrt?."rage capital 1nve:stmant per 

unit in i~orth i3engal is 1).,$1~ (shows only 38 r~erc:E;nt C«npare 
. . . 

t~ the wh©le or against ):3.99 in 'i;JGSt Bengal. I·;; is qUito 

Gvident from t.he ~bove f~ct:r; thnt. -ths :industl"ial situaticn in 

North Bengal in the coote~t of i:Jsst Bengal is not at all sa:tis

fac-cory. 

Table 3 

· :[nUUS'Gl"y· ~jiSG. Distributim o£ S. S. I-. Uhi t.s. in' . 
tll~st Bengal (.rrogistbred U};}to t3. 12.1975) · 

·-·-·-·-·-U-C'bW_> _____ C4"'-..--~-. -----.. ----~~~·:=·SID t 44 ...... < 

1' 

Indust.ry· 

2 

-----------~----------------------------------
t .. 

Textiles including textile wet1ring 
apt;I~ol 

Nood.m ·products 

Fui"'fii tura 

3?1 

5;659 

1 ,Of5 

2,219 

2,362 

\ 
I' 

'\ -""-, 

\\ ... 
\ -

\ 
. \ .. ~ · .. 



1 2 

-----------------------------------------------------8. P~per ;:nd pap-er products 72$ 

9. Frintmg and Allied industries 4, 0.51· 

10. !.,Gather a11d leath.~r prod,ucts 991 

tt. I~utoo.t'" .fl-t.oducts 1 i52-7 ·· 

12-. Chemical aVld Chemtc:al products s,_.SO) · 

1.3. i1J on ... m<~tiallic industries 1 3 935 .. 

14o B~sic 1Vletcl· L"'tdustt,ies 12 1 MJ>0. 

1 s. i>!.anufac·;;;t~"ing of' metal r..roouets 15,581 

16. l>:L~nufaeturing or f>iaehin~ey 9 ~eso 

17~ 1~a.i'i.u£acturing of Electric I;;Zn*hinery · 
& appQrntus ; »4-8'8 ·· 

18. ~anui' act:ur.tng and repair o£ ~;ranspori:.. 
S(!'li.irmGnt 3,31,.1 -

20 .. 

21. 

r:mufactm•ing of. Scientific and 
measuri~g ~.rurtromm} 

·£>:1anuf act urine of. photographic and 
optical goods 

I!lanut .. actl.lring and 1\er.i&ir -of \1ateh & 
Gloeks 

Poo pencil 

Button making 

. 611 '. 

:269· 

674 

2!14 
1; 

2,63-~' 

22. 

23. 

24.-

2!:;! .,. 
· Pla5tic products 

·cellUloid articles 
·, '·-.., 

65's )\'\, 
26 ··others .· J ·467- · \~ ', 

_---..... · _____ .,. ______ ....__~_.......,. ______ ..... ' ""':'-·-~_: ---~"' .· 

g9 ~tt?2 .:~, . \~ ~ ~""' 
---·-·-~------·---·-·~----~4~-*-------------~-------------------~~;·~~-~------~--~ - ~~ i. .• ' '§:,_. ' 

(Source : iJirectorate of Small Scale &id ¢'ott age ·\ '\ 
Industries, Govt., of tJast Bengal.!}'(,· 

~ ; 
!';.c,' 

-----------~------·-------~----~--------------~~~----------\ :·.,/.;· 
\ f ·. 
f ~ -
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47. Boiurqhal 
48. llohar 
49. Enolish Bazar 
so. Kaliachak 
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1 54. Manikchak 
1 55 Kharba 
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~ •• _.,_, '\ f · 52 ! . . 17 Jalpaiguri 40. Kaliagonj 

50 
'. ~···', ;.....:. 18. Maynaguri 41. Hill i 
, ~ :""' ~ 19. Nagrakala 42. Kushmundi 

~ .. ·. .[t 21. Mcidarihal 44. 6anOQrampur 
: .. ~. .'~ 22. Kalch"1ni · 45. Kumaroar'J 

23. Folokala 46. To pan 

~ ~ i.. · •·• 2D.Ohubouri 43. Bangshihar 
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