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Chapter VI 

Major Industries : The \vood Based Industry. 

In this chapter only the m~jor industries o;t l~ol'th Bengal 

have be<in t.aken up for det.ailai _stu(ly. The major industries are: 

The \1ood Based- L"ldU:stry and The Hand Loqm Industl"Y• 

Tha Wood Based·Industry 

Industries using timber as ~heil' basic ra\'1 material are 

tel"'nleti. as t-V'ood-Bas·ed Industries. · To nr.~me some of the important 

industries that are no'!.i functioning in North Bengal ~re : Sa1.z 

Mill, Veener and Ply ~ood Industry, Household Ftirniture, Cart

'i'.Jhe~l, Boayt-malting, t·Jooden craft, ete·. For the presa11t study 

l~owev€i.'t', saw mill, vcener- and· ply 1;lood L11d. us tries have been 

taken into cq1 sideraticn ~ since fl"'om -the point o:t vie,., of indus-·· 

trial developtn-.;,nt o~ North Bengal these __ industries have played 

an irilpor·t~-.nt role.,· 1'he main aim of tllis study, therefore is to 

f'in:i out its tren} of gro~11th• locational facto.rs tnd size groupS 

and f'inally,- some future· poss:t.bilities contributing ultimately 

to strengt.hGnin g of the industrY• 

· ·!_he Developmmt and grm·Jth Tr':_,nd ·or the Industry. 
,; 
.' 

1\n idea- about;. the trend of. gr~Jth :of Salri r-1111~ Veener 
'• .. 

and Ply -\~ood Factories or North Bengal may he qbtained. :.rr·om the 

follmiing ·table" (chart .16) · 
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1 
'fable-49 

Growth of Wood-Based Industry in ~orth Bengal 

, Year 

1920-30 

1931~40 

1941-50 

1951-60 

1961-70 

1971-77 

Total : 

No. of Factories 
established 

1 

-
6 

12 

26 

84. 

129 

Percentage of 
the total 

78 

-
ls-.65 

9 • .30 

2().16 

65 •. 11 

100.00 

~ 

----·------------~----------------------~-----------

. It appeqrs from the above table that the grm-Jth of Wood-

B.ae~d Industry in North Bengal started as early as 1926, 't"Jhen 

a Saw mill 1,-Je_~ est~blished at Siliguri in Darjeeling district 

by t.he Government. · It may be surprising to note that there was 

no pther Saw Mill and :-·1y \'lood Factories estnbl~shed till 1940. 

Jl..n~, th,e first, Ply 't'Jood Factory, _East India plyt'loocl. Co. was 

\" 
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established in Coo ch-Behar 'rmm in Coo ch-Beh.ar district in 1944.. 

Since. 1941, hO\'lever, the number of factories gradually- increased 

and at present, there are :nbou t 129 units in !:forth Beng:al. The 

maximum develop~ent has taken place in between 197Q-77,; 84 ne\'i 

· pl;;mts tvere added making an increase of over 65 percent in the 

total number o.f plants worldng in the, region •. 

'rhe principal reason· behind this pha11ornenal increase in 

this par)jicular sphere of activity is highly in-Geresting. The 

partition of India in 1947 truncating Bengal left the several 

portion of N'crth Ba11gal throubing under economic~ pressure. The 

entire tr;ansportation system was dislocated and the _absence of 

direct rout(~ to ·the principal market of Calcutta almost had 

a paralysing ef.fec,t on both its economic and ad.mirdstr~ltive 

£'unctions, the latter go:t·1g out of" gear all on a sudden. In 

ord.or to remove t1'1;esc difficulties quick m~asures. had to be 
a. 

adopted in no time and· thcnncrin stress l-ias primarily on Yying 

out a 1.-Jall-limi t tl"'ccnsportation system. 

Hence, since the begining of' the Five Year plans various 

types. of roads and raill'Jays have been construqt,ed namely: 

village and district roads, state and !Jational Highways· formed 

an int.ergral r1art in this region .giving it direct access to 

the part of this programme '."ibile a ne\'J raib-1ay link established 

direct. communica:t.ion betvJcen North Bii.k"lgal and Calcutta across 

the Hiver Ganga \-Jhich till- 1972 had to be fer:r-ie1. The 

devclor:-!!J.r;:":nc of roads and railways, besides bringing the· regiori 
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into the direct contact o£ its surrounding regions. had its impact 

on the revitalisation of· the regional economy.. The remoteness of 

different parts of: the region having been rG'l1oved, ~he local 

resources c~:.: to be utilised in. a more vig~or;aus manner then 

hitherto. ever- ~·dtnessed. 1'hs developed transDort:tt:i.cn system 

helped in both 1.vays - ·the moyemm;c or I'&\'1 ma~~ori.als becnme easier 

anct the m.erlcet for their pro..iucts enjoye;d gree·ter acc_es2~t>ility. 

'fhe Sat-1 Mill and Ply ~·Jood F'nctories found their m~:d-cet apart from 

their dor!lestic consurnpticn for v:1rious uses J.ilu~ re.ih1ayj{ sleepers 

house building materials;; vnricus constructional works, fu.r;ni.;. 

ture making, chnsis o.f vehicles, (bus, truck) etc. out· of sa:tm 

\'llOOd end tea- chest, pack:i;ng boxes etc. from vcmel"' and I,;ly t>Jood. 

i·J·i th thG ;~omplecion of F.;:.ralck~a Barrage ov·er H.i ver• G::.nga in 19721 

a direct linlc. between South Bengal. and North Bengal. \rl th that 

of AsSt.1lll W~)S established wh:tch brought ·a further spur in the 

industrial ucti~li ties of the region \vitness;ing a rapid ermfth of 

Sal<J r:Iill. and Fly 1.110od Factories finding their plnces in di.ff~rent 
districts 

lo£ North Bengal vlith. specially in. the forest clad al'ea o.r Darjeeling, 

J alpaiguri and Gooch Behar, The industrY., therefore, develop·ed 

here have been mninly rnw-m 11teric:<l as tiell as Tr~nsport orifmted. 

In making a locati::.nal an<~lysis of.' the industrinl plants 

.funct~ioning in di.ffcarent parts of the region it is necessary to 

evaluate all ·the factors tt:1king an indispensable role in their 

functions.; 



J;nd us tri~l J;,nfl"aS truct urS?, · 

(a) Rat·J mat.Grial. The clevelopm~nt of Saw t,H_ll and Eli ~1ood 

Industries are mainly based on the utilisation of hard and soft 

toJocd. Hence, they are likely tobe attrnc.tecl by the forest areas. 

~me forest areas of !-Iorth Bengal, hnve been divided into 

·1 divisions namely Bailruntha,pur division, Buxe Division, 

Gooch-Behar Division., Dar;Jccling Division, .Jalpaiguri Dlvision, 

Kalimpong Division end Kurseong Divi_sion, Covering the districts 

o£ Gooch-Behar, Darjeeling and .Jalpaiguri. 'rhe "Gotal p!'oduction 

or timber amounts to 90,499.23 cubic metres in 1971, for :tive 

· di viaionns, the amotmt for Daikunta~'ur and Buxe. forest d:J. visions 

are not available. 'fhe total amount. required for the in.ti.ustrial 

. use is 20,000 cu:Oic metres, The ratio beti.ieen the total produc

tion of timber and the total requirement for industrial units,· 

therefore,. proves th.nt from the point of vie\'7 or rm<J material the 

·region is really suit<'3ble .for 't'~ood based indm;try. 

(b) Pm'ler :Poto1er is necessary .for the dEn•elopment of 

su1)plys the pO\-Ji~r to the industrial units through tho .follo\dng 
2,-

. subs tati.:)ns • 
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Name of the Sub-Stntion ljiulk Supply 

1. Ghalsa At 11 KV 
Voltage- 66/11 KV 
Capacity- IX n.uva 

2• Oodlabari At 11 KV 
Voltage - 66/11KV 
GapacitY- zx·1 'NNA 

~ 

J. Siliguri At 6,6KV 
Volt~e- 6(-J/6.6KV 
Capacity- 2X.3 .MVA 

l;.. Banarhat At 1 H::V 
Voltage- 66/11 KV 
Capac:?~tY- 1X3 ~1VA 

5.. .Birpara "'At 11KV 
.Voltage .... 66/11 KV 

. Capacity- 1X1 l4V_A 
.. t) 

6 .. Cooch - Beh~ · · 'At 11 KV 
Volt.a_ge ~ 66/11 KV 
Capa<:ity~ 2X3 HVA 

As has beEn seen thG:t the: bulle supplier sub..st0tions 

are set up adjoining the forest_ aml. teG. garden areas. provide 

£'aci:t i L.Y for suppl:)•ing pm-;er to the Sa".'l Hill, and Ply t-JOod units.· 

IJ!ost of t~e units have developed vri. thin these sutst~Jtions t,1hich 1 

have be .. ~ discussed in the part of this chi!ipter.. 

(c) Labcur Supply. 'Huge amount; of labour is require({ for the 

growth of industrial 'location. A dec¢~~ variation of po:p'ttlation 
"'l 

1.·Jill sho\IJ the surplus labour supply 1;;it.hin the area. 
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4? 
Table - 50-; 

}Iumber of Unemployed persons and grm·Jth I"atc. of population in tSor1~h Bengal. 

- aw a r m ,. ... • ._._ .. _________ ,_..., _________________ ..,. 

Year r.rotal 
Population 

1951 3,959,775 

1961 

1971 

5,549,458 

7,418,663 

Decade 
variat.ion 

+ 1 • 589 ,6e!.3 

-r 1 ,869,205 

.Pc:rc entage 
decade 

variation 

-r40.15 

-t 33.68 

·rotnl 
\oJOrker 

1 ,946,735 

2;174,87$ 

Percentage Non-
to total Norker 
worket• 

35.1 

29.3 

3 ,602, 723 

s )2.43, 7a5 

Percentage 
non ... vJo:rker 

6lt>.9 

70.7 

e.~l 
A deCfJ.¥1-t.l varincicn of grov1th rate of population shm-vs that thc'J percentagr:: of papulation ~Jc:P 

increased to 40.15 percent bct:.\·Jeen 1951 to 61, having; 35.1 percr~nt of totr:l \'lOrker -;.o,~ith 64.9 percent 

of' unemployed pers~"1S during 1961. 'l'he dens1. ty of populaticn, further increases to 33.6$ percent ., 

\vithin 1971, ·~•hilo the total percentage of non-\'lorkers is 70.7 involv:tnp; 29.3 pe:r:·cent in employment, 

indiCt::tes an excess supply of labour. 
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(c) Selection of the Site. 

1e: 'I'he physic;;J. condition of the site such as the stabi

lity of ··the ground for i'ou..11dation of the mill area, ami;le spac~ 

for dumping of ra\'l materi.::.ls as well as . .finishe;:l goods and 

2. ·rhe. £acilities· of sup9lying electricity~ postal and 
. ' 

·telephone facilities; 

3. Lastly, accesr..tbili·ty Of the site both for road and 

rail tra."lsport. 

Considere~g these -three f'actors. most of .. t4e sow mill 

and ply·wood factories in North Be1gal are loca·ted on either 

side of' the National highway No. 31 and. )lJo .qr state higllw,ays9 
. ' 

on spacious ground& provid~d \•Jith electric; telephonic and 

P?Stal facilities. 

~Ju.l!lbe!" of' J.Yftlls Present in -Different Districts. 

~1i ·th a view· to ascertnin the number of .\Vlills functioning 

in North Be.~&,al, a di::rtrict-\ds!~ distributio"~ ha~ bq3n g:i.vm in 

tha :rollo"VJing table~-
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1 
'fable• 51 

District-t-Jise di ::;tribution or fi.lills in :North Bengal 

NeJne of the district 

Gooch Behar 

Darjeeling 

Jal 0 D · pa:tgur:t 

Maldn 

~lest Dinaj]?ur 

( up to 1977) 

r~o. of units 

13 

40 

45 

a 
23 

129 

Percentage of the 
tot a1 number 

10.07 

31.00 

34.88 
.. 

6.20 

17.00 

100.00 

A district-t-Jise distribution af :num.ber of units reveals 

that maximu.m concent.ration has be;zn taken plcH!e in the district 

of J alpaiguri ...-..ri th 45 in number, 3lh $-$ perc cnt of the total. 

Darjeelinc; canes second hav:L.""lg 40 units, t~1ith 31 percent, t-Ihile 

'JJest Dinaj pur ranks third, 17 perC'e:nt follm1ed by Gooch-Behar and 
., 

r~ialda, 1 o. 07 and 6. 20 perc cnt respectively. 

'the r·~asons for 1 arge nu[1her of f~ctories in the d ist:r.ict s 

of Darj acling and J alpai @.lri are th0-: pre sene e of foreste(1 area nnd 

taa-g;:rden. 'ro have r::1 figurative idea about the tot,\"Jl fore~;t and 

\ 
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toa-gllrden area 1rli. ·thin these tt'l10 d.istrictn Table 52 has been 

presented below. 

6 
1'able-52 

Distribution of forest.s and teS~ gardeno in Darje-eling 

and J f.llpai gtwi Districts. 

tlam(S o£ 
the 

district 

Darjeeling 

Jalpaiguri 

1'nGal Area 
(in thou..; 

sand het"
tare 

. 31 o. 77 

615.0 

'fotal 
forested 
area 
(in- thou

sand hec
tare) 

Percentage 
of the · 
total 

.38.1 

27.2 

1'ea-G@irden 
~rea 

(in thou
sand hec
tare) 

29.01 

59el7 

Fercemtnge 
of the total 

1•11c dis·tributie:n of forests and tea garctens, in the district 

of lJarjcelirJ.:s comprise 47.4 percent of the totnl area 1.vhile it is 

36.8 l;ercent in J alpaigtll"'i district, have really attracted for 

de vel oping the S:iTJl tli ll md Ply ~~'YOod i?actories. 

~.gainll a categorical classification of the units in the 

region ~ny be givc:n thus. 
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. 1 
'fable-53 

A cat;egorical classification of' the Mills in 
different districts o.f North Bengal 

( 1976 - 78) 

Category of 
the plantn 

Gooch· Dar jee
Behar ling 

Jalpai
gur:i 

Malda Percentage 
age of the 
total 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Sa\v I•1ill 12 38 38 18 114 88.4 

/e 
1 2 6 14 Ve~ner & l:ly. - 5 10.9 

i:Jood Indus-/ 
try 

Commercial ... - 1 - - - o.s 
Ply Wood 
Factory 

Total 1.3 40 45 23 129 100.00 

It. is very striking tonote here that saw. mills share ~S.4 

percent of the total number of un:i. ts in ~!orth Bengal. 'rhis is . . . 

vary likely si ne•: th0 inr:l us try in still at its primnry stage 

\-ahm sa1·m timber is greater.. dem~nd .for direct use than as a 

rai.-J materi-~11 for other indus tries. !•iost ·.o.f the Saw 11Iills are 

thus ez1gq.ged in producing mat eriDls for building as i.·Jell af:.l 

other· Ccn\1structional 1<lorks. The deman:i in local market for sa\lm 

\.Jood -are 1t?Jradually incrensing 11i th the gr.m~th of popttlation and 
. \ . 

. 'I ·, 
i lf 

'/i.' 
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Log of Soft vJood Sm·m by Electr£cally operated i'i.:Achine 
Assam Denijal Ve<Jnef! J.ndustriy 1 Uodlabari. Dt. J alpaiguri .. 

l --. . . -~ .. · -. ...... .. ··- -
Peelir.,g of Ve~ne"'r from logt; by Leathe l~iach.:Lne 
Asss:r\ Den gal VetpnEff" Industry, Oodlaba:t:·i, Dt .. .Jalpa.i<Jl.lr.i. 

-~ 

! 

l 
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Piecing of veener to required size 
Assam Bengal 'J ecpnel Indus·try, Oodlabar i, 
Dt. J'alpaiguri. 

DryJ..ng-,rv-e-rner ~n-- vr~- cnarm:;ex:------------ -- - - - -

l:.ss.am DeJnga.l Verner lnd.~stry, Godlabari, 
Dt. JalpaigD.ri •. 
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Pa.sting of 3 ve,2ners for geting standard thickness 
Assam Bengal verne-f' lndu::rtx;y, Oodla:)ari,Dt. J'alpaiguri. 

Manufacture of Com:r,ercial ply for decorating purposes 
Assam Bengal vet:pnei?- Indus·t~y. uodlabari, Dt. Jalpaiguri. 
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The ve~'n~ & Ply \'food·: l*'actorl.es 1.,Ji th 14 unito forming 

10~9 percent o~ the totra have developed for making tea-chest for 

packing tea. 
0: 

The units are engaged in producing v eener of ply 

·from the soft. t-Jood Cor packing t·ea for exporting outside. The 

only ccxnmercial Ply- Wocrl Factory- has established at Chalsa in · 

Jalpaiguri district in 1977. 'Phe unit is engaged in producing 

decorative ply wood for making f'.urniture, fi.ushdoor, .partition ·e·tc. 

~·lith the gr~1th or urban developmmt the ·demand for. this product has 

gradually been increased. The ·table belotJ shm'l the grm-~th rate 

of urban POI)Ulation for 1961-71• 

Year 

5 
Tabl~54.-

Gro"~;;th ·of urban population in North Bmgcl. 1961-71 

Total urban 
population 

beeade variation Percentage or 
decade variation 

1961 489,651 

1.971 . '686.660 -t-197009 

'l'h,~ deq€nn±l varl<:;ticn or urban population bet\oJeen 1961-71 

· , sho\'m thn~,: it inc.:reasos to 40.23 percent ':tn 1971, prove'S the 

,. 
Organisati,~J1, Structure and Size. 

i . 

. EX.c~~)t 'the Governme~~ Sa"ti mill at Siliguri, all the Sa~: Mills 
' ! .... . '', 

j'. 
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and the ply \'·JOod factoric~s are priv 11 t.cly managed, so far as the 

orgnni sntional structure of the industr:r is concerned~ 

fwit.Dl S·tructur~. 'I'he collection of thG accurate cll1ta relating 

"tO the invest~ed capital in t.he Case of smn11 Senle induStry is 

very dit:"ficul t. Unorg,;mised nature of the units under survey and 

the general nbsGnce of accounting habits, or reluctonc:e nt d:i.sco-

losing their accounts to outsiders, m~,1ke it, diffic\1lt tD obtain 

requisite detia :regarding thGir his tori cal cost as "~:Jell ns the 

presr~nt book value of the fixed assets. HO"t'lever, in ·thG present 

survey an aijtempt has been made to give a gt-::neral idea y! about 

the fixed capital inveatcd per uni·t which was obtained from the 

01-mers of eabh establishment covered by sample survey. In the 

1)rescnt survey 37 est.a"Dlisl1raent~s covering. tl1e four d:i,stricts of 

N'orth Bengal namely Gooch Beha1;. Darjeeling, Jr!lpai..p;uri, \·Jest 

Dino:}j};.ur. The factories at r:Ialda district have started just in 

th(:; · yee..r 19'-n, as a result of vJhich ~y complete dat<:1 relating 

to the size and s~ructure of: the mills have not been collected 

during the survey-vJorl~. (chart.l7) 

7 
Table-55 

Distribution of units' in Sf!\1 Nill md Ply \•mod 
industry by districts 

Districts No. of Centres No. c;f Uni t.s 

: Coo ch Behal"' 2 2 
~arjeeling · 4 7 
Jalpaieuri 11 23 
·; .. ~es:t Dinaj pur 3 5 

..-'.<· Total • 20 3'1 • 
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The table sho\119 that in Jalpaiguri dist;riet the maximtl.!U 

number of 2J units of the industry are _concentrat~d in 1·1· ·centres 

giving an average of 2. 09 units per centre the next largest group 

of units surveyed 1-~as in Darjeeling ~11here 7 units have developed 

in 4 centres v1i th an average of 1. 75 units per centre; this is 

followed by West Dinajpur tii.th 5 units in 3 centres, having an 

average 1.66 UQits per centre. Lastly Oooch Behar has 2 units 

confined to 2 centres~ 



ii'ixed Capital 

Up to - 1 O,OOD 

10,001' - 50,000 

so ,001 -100,000 

1 oo,oo·j -.300,000 

300,001 1Q,oo,ooo 

(' 

" 

\b5" 

7 
Table-56 

Bi-var!at(3 froquency distl?ibuticn of 3 7 un:t ts by fixed and 

VJorking upto
capi·tal 10,000 

.. 
s 
1 

-
-

t-Jorking capitf,l 

10,001 ' 50,001 
50,000 1, oo,ooo 

- -
11 ... 

5 2 

1 .. 
- -

1 ,co,oo1 
3,oo,ooo 

-
-
·-
1 

4 

3 ,oo,oo1 'l'otal 
10,00,000 

- -
- 19 

- s 

- lt-

2 6 

Percentage 

... 
51,35 

21.62 

10.8 
·' 

16.2. 

~-----------.-=----~~----------~------~--~------------------------~----------------~~--._----·~----~------~----------------.a 

~rotal 9 17 4 5 3 '37 
--------~~~---.--~a-----------~·....- ~ 

srcentage 24.32 45.94 10.81 13. 51 5.40 100' .. 
a. -----~dn ...... -. ......... 

It is striking to note that a ma::dmum number of 11 units out of 379 :t. e. about 29.78 percent 

have got both the fixed and i:Jodd.ng capital ranging b~twet.m i:lil. to,oo1-50,000.. 1'here are 5 U:nit.s 

which have got:, a fixed capital ral'lging between ":.sa 50,001-1 ~00,000 and a No:dd.ng capitol ro.ng:lng 

between 10,001-501000. There is only one unit that han got a fixed cnpit31 ranging b~tt-Jeen 
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lts. 1 ,.oo,.oo1-3,oo,ooo 1:1ith a "tvorking capital ranging bett'leen 

10,001 - 50,.000. .It is highly interesting to note that not a 

single unit exists ~hich has employed more than~. 3 lakh as 

fixed capital and a. -r.oJorking capi ta.l ranging bet-~Jeen B.s. 10 '001 -

50,000. In all; 17 units, represen"t~ing about 45.94 percent of 
.- . 

the total number of units investigated during the survey, have 

. ;.'\lo~king capital ranging bettveen Hs. 10,001 - 50,000. Correspond":" 

ingly, ther_e areS units. 1:'11ith a "tmrking capital uptoHs. _10,000 

and the fixed capi·tal ranging bet·Neen ns. 10,001 - 5Q,OOO. To sum 
' . 

up 19 units 1.vhich constitute about-,_· ... 51·•35 percent of the total 
.. 

number of 'Uriits inv~stigated--havG employed fixed cap~ tal. ranging 

bet-;.'leen Hs., 10,001 - 50,000-, · 

T 
Table - 57". 

·Distribution of G~pital investment 
of 37 units 

Capital Investment 

Upto Rs. 10,000 

us. 10,001-50,000 

Rs. 50,001-1 ,oo,.ooo 
rl.s. 1 oo ,001. 3 ,oo.,ooo 
~~.300,001-10,00,000 

Percentage of units . Percentage of 
having fixed capital units having 't'JOrking 

capital 

- 24.32 
' 

51.35 l~o5. 95 

21.62 1081 

10.80 13.51 

16.20 5._40 

\ 

If the ca1Ji tal is compiled th~·-. foll011ing results is obtained 

for the 37 units. 
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Table - 58 

Distributim of 37 1LTlits by toto-.!1 capitnl 

Uptol~. 10,000 

:Jl. 10,001-50,000 

~.s. 50,001-1 ,oo' 000 

:~. 100,000-3sOO,OOO 

~:s. 3,oo,oo1-1o,oo,ooo 
over 10,00,000 

rio. of tmi ts 

-
11 

10 

9 

4 

3 

----------------------------~--~-------------
37 

The table given above sho"t·Js distribution of units 

( 1) 11 ie a. 29.72 percent fall \•J;ith:in the total capi tnl ran c~:~ of 

!ls. 10,001-.50,000; (2) 10 tmits i.e. 27.02 percent, ccme r..;ithin 

the total ca1:;ital rcngo of:ls. 50,001-1,00,000; (3) 9 units i.e • 

. ~s. 1,00,.001-3,00,000 (l:-) 4 units i.e. 10.82 percent in ·~s • .3,00,001-

10,00,00 and (.5} 3 U."lits iwe• 8.10 1::-ercen;. havG a totc:l c,npital 

over :;;;. 10,00,000. 
·~ ·. 
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7 
Table -59 

Distribution of 37 units by average dmly employmm t 

Averafl;e daily 
/Jempio;p.nent 

1 - 9 

10 - lz-.9 

50 and above . 

Totcil 

No. of mits 

11 

; 18' 

f! 

37 

The weighted arithL~a~ie me~ of aver~e ~~ly emplo~ent 

per unit com'?s to s, appl"'oximataly. Maximum number of uni"cs i.e. 

18 (48.64 percent) have an employm0.nt ranging bet,.;een <10 to 49 

t\lorkers each i.~Ihile 11 units i.e. 29~72 percent employ from 

1 t,o 9 i.llorkers e~ch. 

The follm·ang t:1bl a (no. 60) shot-IS that the to~nl production 

in the uni-ts investigated in di.fferent districts, their installed 

CD.i)~tcity~ the percentage of capaciiiY utilised ·and the balfll!ces 
un 

still to be/utilised. (chart.l8) 



~-rei et I on beLwa-., 11111141•1 ProduoUon 4IRd 

the rnete1led C&peol~y or Produotton of, J1 

Unite In 11004-IUad lftd ... tl')' 

100 ------.-100 

'10 to 

10 

0 0 .. .. ~ • IP 'C .... 
i "' • .. 3 a 
Ill i a .. 
fj .... 1 .. 
n .. ;;. I ll ., ., 

Peccant•~• of J~t•lled 

c;.pact~y Utll&eed. 

~>•rcent~• of ~~~•llecS 

capacity Unu~ille~ 

chart. 18 
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Table-6o 

Annual pr o:1uct:i.on. ani. Installe:l 'capacity by ;distri_cts., for aJ+, uniJ:;s ~:rt'eraged 

_.._._ .. _._._._..__. ____ ._._ ____ _.._.__..-._wa.-~--.--.---.~--~~------~-------.~--~----.---~_.~-.-..--=-.----------~--~a.--.--.~ ... ___.. 

Oi_s~riet ·No. of units 'Annual 
· produci.;ion 

. ( ln ils~.) · 

Inst~lled Percentage. of· _ PerO{;;ntaga of 
capacity ·Installed capa~ .Installed cape.;. 
( · in M •.. ) . .· citY, 1.:rt!il:f.~ed. city unu'tiliSed 

_......__ -

t. ·oooch Behar . ·2 ' 1 J,22:.t000 .' 14,26,000 ' '9~1! 10 ?.'3 . '' ~ 

~.~ Dar j eeli ng 7 36,15,452 ' 5.5 ,48' 307 65.16 J4 .. e14 

'-· J E~lpaii%U~.i · 23 . 9? ~;g ,?~? 2,63,64,500 35.41 ''64 •. 59 
.. 

. '.' 

4.. west D:tnaj p~ ; 9,70,750 . 25,62,6~8 37.68 62.12 

•• M 

)7 1 ,52,46.,34 7 3, 59~01, ,425 42.46 :57 •. 54 
~ -

In this industry the marlmu:n utilisation of the installed. capacity is found in Oooch Behar 

with 92.70 percent of tho· total~· Darjee.ling utflises. 65.-16. percent or. the installed c~l~~~tty: 
followed· by \iost Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri with 37.,88 percent and 35~41 ·percent respectively! It 

· arrpears thp.t there is a scope ft:fl.' expansion of' production up to tha limit of ttnutilis·er:. install~d 

0/i.lfiflCity. 

·The ~.olltr.·Jing table t"Jill give an idea about the var;ving amounts of cap! tal investsd per 

employment by districts in wood based Imlustry. 
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7 
Tabl.e- 61 

Capital Investment per errll)lo:srmcn t by districts 

Name o.f 
the States 

1. Cooch Behar 

2. DarjeeJ.ing 

.3. Jalpaiguri 

4. ~Jest Dinaj f.a.Ji' 

Total eapi'tal. Fixed 
(rrs. ) c~pi tal 

(r~.:;. l 

3729~5 20l~o9.1 

5670.2 l~o-105.6 

6233.2 3757., 

e299.1 4703.0 

\'Jorking 
capital 

(:~s. ) 

104.91 
-

1565.3 

2476.0 

1 tf6S. 3 

------------------------·--------~. -------------------------------

-~~ 

Tge minimun amou.n.tof ~s. 3729. S as tote~ capital is 

irnrest>ed par Gl'!tployment in Coc,ch Behm" '1.:1he:t•e as in the district 

of West .DinuJ/ur a maY.imum aino~t or ':s •. g~99.1 is invested par 

head. It is :i.nteresti~·ig to not•3 that the amount. of ~ixed capital 
~· 

in~IeStt."<i per er:q:>loymcnt is J:lighest in Nest DinajpE tdt-h 4703.0 

and lotrJest in Cooch .Beha;· w:t th n.s. ~049.1 • H.m~Jever, \•mrl:ing 

capi t81 invested per employment is highest in. J gl.pai.;u.ri 

Hs .. 2476 •. 0 and lo·Nes_t in Cooch B0har Rs. 204.91.: 

The foregoing analytical study reveals the characteristic 

feature of capital investm~nt employment end installed cnpacity 

of 37 units under S~1!llyle survey of'· this industry. 

Agc:in, the .average snploymt:nt, investment, pr-?duction per 

unit in rliffer;:;nt districts have b,~~~n sJh01. .. d.ng thus : 
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'l'able-62 

Average eml.;loyment, investment ~nd production per untt by districts 

------------~~--------~·--.--~-----*----------~----~-----e------------~----~--·----------~------------------·*0~--~------~--~--------

1. 

2.' 

3~ 

.4.' 

District 

Coooh Behar 

Darj eeling. 

J alp0ligur:f.. 

West; Dinajpur 

--~-

Avernge no, o£ 
per sons employed 

per, unit . 

61~00 

66.28 

40~8'2 

10.40 

Aver~ge capi t1.jl in vested 
( per u.ni t ( in ns. ) ,; 

Fixed· Worlcing 

1,25,000. ·12,500 

2; 72 '142 ,8 10,375. 71 

1 ,;3~399,1 1·01 ,og6.9S 

4a,911 .. 4 -19,4oo 

Total 

1 ,37.,500 

2;82,51$.51, 

. 2,54,486. 05 

6Et,311·4 

Average annual 
· fl:t:'Oducti.on (in Rs.) 

per untn. 

6,61 ,aoo 
5 1 6 '·9) ·1 J. 
c t t'+ • '+' 

4,o6,oo6.3o 
1 ,9l~o t 150 

- -
'l'hE.r table nl s.o brings out. the concentrat:i.cn of'this industry in differenl~ districts,· Darj ec::1in& 

has thG highest concentraticn of this industi"y, it has th(. highent Cnpitnl invested per unit, it mean~ 

simply that an industry v~hi ch offers batjter prospects in a particular· ar~a attracts more enterprenuref 

to that area. This hGlFs to concentration and investment. per unit also go up. .Tliu.s, accm"ding to 

the average .. oapitr.:l invested pGr unit the four districts runk in the fo11 m·rlng order : 

{ i·) Darjeeling; ii) J alpniguri; iii) Cooch Beht:lr £~ld iv) \tJt~st Dina.jpur. 
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The techniqu.cs employe~l at various stages of prod.uctiCl'l va.ries 

from district to district. The types of producti-on are also disimilaJ 

of'f'icicnC'J of the machines anployed is not idontical in all distric-

ts. Locationnl q.dvant 0 ges ~"'ld others to ec.onomic· considerations 

vary from district-- to diotrict. ':llhe inter-action o£ several of 

the above mr:.mtioned factors c·ailses diverse reactions oo. industry 

itself from district to dist-rict. 

Some Importoo.t ~-'centres of Wood-Based Industry .. 

De1Jending Ul~on the loc.ntional a.dv:~ntages :for the grot-Jth 

of' this particular industry,· 3 imvort::nt centres have been dis-. ~ ., 

cusssd under the follo\•Iing groups_:. 

!h.. Sili guri Gentrq. This centre_ boasts of its early st8rt \'lith 

its Government S,aw Hill, being the first in North B~'1gal. Ap. roxi-
. . . 

matcly 36 sat·J aills and Ply J:Jood Factol"ies are :functioning within 

this cen.t;r~ '£able 63 b{:We .bee:'l t?;iven to 5}10\"1 the .. gro1:Jth ra'tG of 

different ~its. 

- . . 7 
Table-63. · 

Name o~ the· units -;d. th ye.rlr of establ:i. shr!lent 
in Siliguri Centre 

Nam<e of the unit 
( 1 ) 

1. Government Sal': lt1ill 

2. M/s. Erico Fly \1ood and Sa1:z llfdll 
Industries 

Ye)t!il" of. Est.ablishment 
'( 2) 
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(1) 

3. M/s. Bhiwani Saw Mill 

5. M/s. Hadha Krishna Silpa rJiandit' 

6.- !JI/s. Sri Durga Saw Mill 

7. M./s'~'· r~whabir Industries 

8.- M/ s. A. K. Ivii·.tra Sa:t-'1 t~ill 

9. . . Ifl/s. Bengal Sat>J Mill 

10. 1~/s. Shi.bano.nda Saw :i'Jlill 

11. · !Jl/s. Dooars 'fimbq:r Depo 

12 •. M/s. M.ah~bir Prakash F·r!ill 

13. M/s. ft. Banerjee Saw· f'-1111 

14• r~/s. Hindus tan Sa\'J Mill -

1.5. Io/s. Everest Ply ;;food F'actory 

16. r.t/s. Equity Saw r-.'Jill 

17.' 'j."/ ··'1 s. 

1S. M/s. J:·• c. 'falukdnr & Sons 

19. · M/s. GoocU~a Sat<I I•!ill 

20. PI/s. MA Tara Industries 

21• M/s. ·Siliguri Timber Saw M-ill 
and Industries 

22. M/ s. fl.n VJ;l de. S<1'.'i . Mill . 

2.3~ t!:/s. B.B.Dey end others 

24. M/s• Bharat Kuti In1ustries 

- 25. M/ s. l:l a Sm-1 M!ll 

(2) 

1950 

19.5$ 

195S · 

1960 

196$ 

1966 

1966. 

1966. 

196a 

1968 

1968 

1970 .. 

1972 

"1972. 

1972 

·1972 

1973 

19'73. 

191.3 

1.974 

1974-

1974" 

1974 . . . . . 
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26. r-.1/s. 3_\-Jastika Sa\i :Mill 1974 

27. lYl/ s. Banas'free Silpa Mandir 1975 

28. M/s -· . Bharat Sa\'ll Industries 1975· 

29. H/s. Bidhan Saw !,1!11 1975, 

30. r.~/s. ... Jaychand, Vasan Sat..; Mill '1975 

31. I~1/s. 
;. 

~ajk amal- Sul'J Industries 1975·-
• Q. ·, 

32. r.i/s. l'Jood craft Incl us tries 1975' 
--

J). 111/s. Ann apurna S~-.1 £.fill 1976 

34. M/s. Ganesh Saw !'-~ill 1976 

35. P.1/;;. .~ rakash sa~J Mill 1976 

36. IJ;l/s. Sevoke _P,ly Uiood li'actory 1977 

--
The growth o£ 36 units within the centre sh~ that ·&be 

rapid. devel~pment o£ units have taken pl~ce from 19721 "tvi.·th 

22 numbers forming 61 percent o:f the total u..ni t~~~ 

:t'h.e selection o.r Siliguri tm,m for Sal·l I•iill. aflli Piy :~Jood 

Factories· ~re indeed right. The·_ large spaces on both sides or the 

Burd1r1an Road a.'1d Sevoke Road ara nui tr::ble for esta.bltshi.ng the 

r actori es. Tile Sili guri To'tm 1i es \•ii thin the radius of' 20 
.r .. 

kilanetf~·s fra<n the forested arsa of ~lorth BengDl. · The Mills 

obtnin their ra\'! material by road from the forest.- ~"''Ox:XJ~x~~~x 

The 

1~est Bengal State Electricity Board have supi-lied the necessr-Jry 



power for generating the machines.. Siligu.r1. Junct_ion th~ neares_t 

railwaY station, 1km 8\"laY from tho t.m-1n, connects the centre 

Ass m on the East and Bihar on the t•Jest. New Jalpaigurj,. !~iXX 

Railway Station 6km. away from the Siliguri to1:m links the centre 

with calcutta in the South •. 

Apart from. rail,:JaY lines. Nati on;il High~·u~y N'o. 31 passes 

through ·tihis centre· from Cnlcutt~ in tha eouth to .i'.S?nm in East, 

provides f'actility J.'or moven'l<?.nt of raw materi~ls from the forest . . . ' . 

and :fini~hed pr.od~ct t_o the locel tea .. ~arden, urban m~rket; 

.b;~side t;he Calcutta market. A large nuraber of labour has been 

recruited from the sur:roimrling village:J a.."ld .fore:Tt areas. The 

sized timbers of tho Sai.'ll Mills have been sent to Eih0r, Orissa, 

Rnjasthan,. Uttar Pradesh .for making raih<JaY sleepel"S, besides 

their use in various constructionnl 1.'!Jork in local market. while 

the vc.anor and ply wood factories are erigag;ed in producing ply 

\•Jo:.~d f'or packing tea, for exporting abroad. 

Be Oodlabari centre. .Comprising oi' 3 s.R_W £•Ji11s and . 2 ply wood 

ii\actori~s the· Oo~tlabari .centre is situated in Jalpaigur~ district, 

35 km. ai.'.f:.:y from Siliguri t01.m. Follo"td.ng 

.establ shoo ~d. thin this centre. 

1:~'... 
2.': 
J. 
4. 
;. 

64 
7 

Table-

Na..rne of the Units in Oodlabari 
• = •. 

N.r:me ·· o.!.' tho Dni ts 

1•1/s., :·Ass~m B~Sngal Ply t•Jood Factory 
M/s. Prahlad Flour and Saw Mill 
~i/s~ ·1\fina Sa\:'J f.'1ill 
rl/s~ Oodlabari · Sa\'l f.till ~ 
f.JI/s. D"?sm.i t vernetr Indust:r::Y:_ 

- ;. ·.,l . __ , 

factories have 

Centre. 

1951. 
1955-
1964 
1966. 
1974 

been 



Hador a \·JoodC:c aft Indust~ry 
Chalsa, Dt. Jalpai~Jr.i. 

'' 
r- -

1·1anuf ac-ture of_ Com:11e.r:cial Plywo.od 
of exportable variety, 
f'1ador a Wood Cr a£t Industry, 
Chalsa, Dt. Jalpaiguri. 

~; ' 
I 
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The table above shows that the first Saw ltill was establi

'shed in 19 51 in Oodlabari Cezi tre, and \ii thin 19 74 four mol"'e urii ts 

\iere added· ov-Jing to the facilities of obtaining raw materials 
. . • • . ' ' ' ' I 

within the radius of 15 Kilomet:t:es. The National High'ltJa:r l~o. 31 
' 'I, 

--
and I>leti'e ·c;auge raibiaY lines orr·er facility o£ movem-ents of 

finished proc~uct to the local as t-1el1 as outside mat:ket •.. This 

area enjoys the advantages of ele~tricity from t~e }aldhakf!, 

Hydel Project coo troll eel by the West Bengal State rq.ectricity 
-. ~ 

Board from Oodlabari -sub station•.· The large spaces within each 
" 

' units prove sui table for dumping ·:the ra't-1 materials "tis 'w~ll as 

finished products. Labour has mainly be'm drmm from the local 

forest and tea garden area. The sized timbers prod~ced~ here 
; . ' -

have been used by the contractors for various. constructional work, 
. e. 

and. Ply \vood __ r,actories supplY Ply 1rloods and ve~ner .to the tea 

companies .1/_f: at Calcutta ±~or export-busines-s. 

c.. Chalsa Cent.re. Consis ~ing of S uni·ts, the Chalsa_ area offers a 

sui tuble. location for developing this industry •. 

Name 

M/s. 

M/s. 

J!i/.S~ 

M/s. 
M/s. 

. ' 7 
'rable-65 

Name of the units in Chalsa Centre 

of the Industry 

Gha.lsa Sa\\' .Mill 

Timber Trading \IJorks 

Doo ar s S a~1 !i.ft 11 

Calcutta Ply Wood Go. Ltd. 

Madora \'lfood Craft Industry 

\ 

Year of Establishment 

1966 

19-70 
., -

·t974· 
·:1: 

1977 

19'77 
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The mills at. Chalsa star-ted as back as 1966_1 it increases 

to five within 1977. The Centre lies within easy access, 5 

· kilometr~s radius,. of t~e J alpe.iguri rores~ cli vision supplys ra\1 

materials for :the mills.. 'l'he mi:(ls at Chalsa are situated on either 
-~. ~ 

side o.f the National ... Highway N?• .:3t, offers· faci11i.~y· for transporting! 
-- . --

the products to the ln,arket. . J aldJJ.aka Hydel pOl-Jar .station supplys 
I .· 

the electricity from Chalsa i subs~ation. A good. numb'er of labour 

· has been recruited i"rom ·the; local> villages of forest area ~d . 

tea gardens. Sal·Hl ljood havk bern consumed by. the 1pcal.market 
... ·' -·: ,e 

and tea garden for building construction. . Ply Woods: and ve~ners 

a+"E? sent· to Calcutta for packing tea. ·rhe Madora vJq?~ Craft 

Industry have started on 1977 1d.th an investmf;Dt. of:fis~ SO,OO,.OOO 

pr duces mainly commercial .plYt-Jobd o£ exporti:ible ·qualit.y. · 

Apart from these cen:tres there axe some Qther clusters 
)-

of small seale Sat'l_ Iu'Iill s a~d .Jti-Y lrJood Factories in· ~~f'ferent :Parts 

namely, Banarhat, Ga1rkata,:· .Latagilri in J alpaiguri cli'iS:trict,. 

N axalbari 'in Darj eeling di~trict,, Cooch Behar and Dinhat~ in 
. I -.. . . . 

Cooch Behar district, .lJlalda ·ro'lfm ·~n Iv1alda district, :BaltU"ghat, 
. ! 

Islampur ~nd Rf1iga;j in 'VIedt Dinajpur district. (F:lg~:l~) 
., <'.; . 

Production1 
.. ~ ' 

It is highly intere~tL11g to. note that the. data on production 

for all the existing 114 sa~1 mill~ operating ~in the 'rogion are not 

available either 1dt.h the District Industrial Offices or "tdth the 

concern·s giving l@ns · t~ m~y of them. It m~y ·be not:ed here that 
i 

'although all the concerns :are registered units many 'of -than do not 

! 
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-seak loans \~hich ap_!)ears- tobe the only occasion l·Jhen they have to-

giv G out their produetim figures._- At the s~e time they do not 

se>an.l to have riny compulsion for producing their .figures on produc-

tion evey year to any Government ag~ney. Thus it -bGcames difficult

to get a true picture about the production position of this - · 

individual industrial unitse Again, -even ·Nhere the industr~al units 

are seeking lonns, they are obliged· to produce rnly t})e figure on 

their current productioo. t'Jhich may not be a~ indicnt.or of the 

actual ;·roduction for every year. In the. absence of such figures 

Qne maY howeve~'l." make some idea nbout the producGion of the indus-

-trial units .sn the .basis of the rate or production t-Jhich is 150 crt. 

for $ 1-~orking hours; This howevel~, is dependent on the availubility 

of pm<Jer. Presuming that ·the pm1er supi;ly remains undisturbed, 

and ar thc3 114 units 1o·1o1__,k 6 days a ~.Jeak_, the. tct~~l -production 

amm~Jnts ~o 2,667,600 eft. a year. 

It is not possible to ascer·tain \'jhether tho actual production 

-does appro.ximate the .figure mentioned above on the cou.~tr9-ry:.;t;:he 

:fic.J;ure of 1.-'roduc tion appears t-q be on the .higher sid_e when it is 

compared -i'Jith the average production figure of ·the 20 !2[1t.i mills 

for 'fJhi ch dat.s \•lere collect.:;(;}d personally from field investigation. 

According; ·to the ~:Pi;3ilable de1t·:::i the total production for_ these 

20' units amounts· to 456~3€!8 crt. At1d on this ·ba~>is the· 1~roducticn 

for tl); . . Sa\1 mills mi.ght ,~mount to 2t652,666 -eirt, ti;king an average 

.i"or the individual _mer1ns. Thus there is a disparity between the 

t\·iO figures, the ~ver~ge for the 20 survey-ed mills giving a total 

production is le;;Jser thon ·what is expected on ti1e basis of the. 
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actual daily Cf:!p<'lCity .for each mill. The disagreG:m2:nt betirJeen 

·the ti:JO figures, ho\.gever, is not tenable inviG\i of the fact that 

the production of individual mills V<;irY widely bet\-Jeen the 20 

sa\"J mills t'lhich have be~n investigated personally. Here, the 

annual production varies ·generally from 2~000 crt. to 50,000 crt.' 
.. 

cll'!opping to a minimum of .ss. crt. tn one cnse such variation is 

·due to m.:my factors and it i.s concievablE: that similar variation in 

production is al$o expee·ced in the case of the rema;1.ning saw mills. 

As a rt?.sult of .the variable conditions governing the production or 

the sat·J mi::Us thoir annual output· f?r the region· as a whole is 

e:xpecte ::. to the limit ·of 2,667,600 cr~. a year ( aveliage working 

t.Jorking days 6 months). 

There are altog€rl:;he:· 14 plywood· factories in the region 

and as mention ·3d earlier distributed all over: the r.egicn they 

fu.ne tion throughout the year. The .different ccnstrnints are 

roBl:onsibl':: for th~ vnria.Gle 11roduction: and this is lnrgely 

manifest in the total annual producti~"'l of them. 

I ~ 

I":r>od\lction of Plywood in Uqrth Bangal 
·. · ( in so. mts. ) 

-, J,. 

'' -
1975-76 1976..77 ~977-78 Name of· the Ge:."l tral 

E:{ci se Division . upto October 

Coo ch Behar;, 

· Jalpe,iguri 

Siligt1ri 

16g,497 . 

47~,533 

701,506 
' 

.179, 74S 109,S66 

425,76g . .3)2,901.61 

97$,296 . 8~,010 
'' - ·,. 
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Table no. 66 shm·Js the total production of' plytrmod for 

3 financial year for the region of r~orth Bengal.. The over all 

picture is not very encouraging invie'lrJ of' the .ta~t that the 

product~ion is far from, steady bet~·teen the years 1975-76 to 

1977-78. The figures c:tre shm..n for t,he 3 divisions and in none 
p 1 tl ' t·· . /J, d . o.a: t 1an 1e proctuc J.On p.!noWJ a staa y _J.ncrease. 'l'h'3 figures for 

1977~76 howf~ver,. dono-p g:i,.v-e a complete picture, yet i't is not 

expected t.hct in the ra1lain~ng 2 months the production \'Jill be 

such as to exceed the pravious year's r•ecords. Thw-r t.he decline in 
' ' • ' I 

UtiLi.satioQ .. of BY-Produci:i2,•. · 

, CL 

dust and ~·Jpste timber are the by- produ'?ts of' both 

So.\": :n:ills ·.and ply \"JCOd units.. I'hey are eith~r used as fuel f'or 

generating steam-pot-Jer f'or heating the ·dry chamber in ply tiOod 

£actori es, or consvrncd by the local markGt for domestic .fuel. They 

may be ut~lised for the production of 1;aper pulp, stra\i'l boards and 

pa:fier boards~ 

fro ql,ems, · 

Tp \iOOd bas¢d indus try in t1orth Be..11gal faqes various 

problan.s; \-Jhich'may be ascertained £rou'1 the £ollOi>]ing discussion. 
. - . . 

1~ ·rimbor,. ~he l"fl\'1 ~at erial for the industry h(;lve been 

dis tributE> .. d through lease of forest, 't•ihich is done through the 

pra.cti c·t3 of Auction by the Governemtnt Forest \-,.forld.ng Pla.'l 

D ... a' n . 2 VJ. .-.,J.C: . • 'i'he smnll•size. sa'\'J mill units CcP..not comJ)lete '\dth the 

big timber merchants md as a result the production capaci-ty of 



- 181 -

the units suffa- greatly. 'l~~d.s c_an be minimised by ch&nging 

pres:::.n t practice. 

2. i'he Sai:oi mills and ply t·1ood fact~ori<SS of N"orth Beng.9l 

are fre<:tuently suffering .:i:.'rom insuf'ficia'l.t. sup}_:;ly -o:f electricity. 

Regular su1~1:lY of .slectri city in the indust.r:tal sector may help 

the ind ust:ry. 

3. 'rhe 1~oo....-l based industt'ics. of NorthBengC11 are in the 

most cases' sm~ll in siz€ and panc_ity of· ~;;orking ce:r:i,tnl is the 
-:_ 

generr::l· · probl'e.'!l in these sec·liors. Finnncinl help" fran Government 

side may improve the- industries. 

L"'l order to irrwrove the industry, the Statt:o Governmmt has 

•'helpej in the shap~ 'or prc~ductive capital loans a:uong the various 

units, t~hrcup_;h s evcral agencies. 1'he \•t est Bmgr-:1 .. Financial cor-

poration is pla::r·ing an impo:r'\i~nt role from- 1972, 'vh:tch ma~,r ba round 

in ·the following table. 

-~ 

Yeax-

.... 
.1972. 
197.3 
1971~ 
"197~. 

Tctal 

10 
Tabls-67 

Assistance of capital £qr Sa1..Jl8.~ls a!ld Ply IJJood
:ii'act;cries by the l~est Bengal Financial Corporation 

~Io. of Smr1 No. of' Amovnt Employment 
£-.lills Ply ?iood disbursed 

:f'act·orias (in La_ck "h} 

... ,f ::J-49 59 
2 - 1•'35 21 
2 -- 2;;$5 ~7 
3 3 75.49 43'"/ 

7 4 '8.3._1g 539 



- 182-

'I'e:tble no. 67 shm-Js the .fina:'H.:ial bGnefi t offered by tha 

\Jest Ba.11gal Financial Corporation .for 4 fin:meial year in N"orth 

Brogol. It is very encouraging inviet'J of the fact ·that the. number 

or units, ;;mount oi· Capitir:l and employment are steadily incrc~asing 

b et~Je~~n 19 72-75. 

Side by side Nationalised Bnnks : th0 Unitsd Bank. o.r India, 

the @lm1tl"a1 Bank or India ar:e helping with a liberal hand. to promote 

the .1·1ood based industries. If' these schemes become !.ruitful :tn the 

lo~~ run, that wil.l help increasing mol"e employment apportuni ties 

as viell a:; b.r'inging an economic stability in North Bengel •. 



.,•-

' ·' :_ .. 

•r. ... 

...... \ 

NORTH BEN6AL 
DISTRIBUTION OF HANDLOOMS 

i /, HANOLOOM PRODUCT . 

1976·77. 

INDEX 

i 

1 
I 

i 

@F::==~-- ------- ···--

5 lr 

"'\r ... "\ . " '-'.· . .!-. " ..._. " 
....... .f 

<· / ·o 

,. .. , 
. 'I 

·' 

/ 

.J,, 

.... 
~ 

'1 

d\>?...8 
'·; ~ ·, u .... T 

"l.. ... -..,..-·...r···"V"' --,_ -~, 

I 

I 

f 

-~ 
I. r.-

J 

~l ·-~~-- -·-- ----.--.---.------ ---·---,----~~_;_ 
I ;-, 


