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Chapter III 

.r~laer:; o.f Industry in North Bengal. 

1'he industriea of any country reveals the varying s:tze 

groups t>ihieh may broadly be classified ne small nedium. or large; 

measured by a coaElOn acCeptable dencminato.o·r. The presence of 

uni.ts o.f varying sizes, despit.o the innumerable difffl;culties':l 

generally f.r;ccd by t;.hose or relatively S.':laller size. is to be 

.found the "advanced or industrially developed and back~Jard or 

ind_ustria1ly less develor~ed nreas in the t-aorld. 1 Turn-ing to 

North Bengal, it mrAY be observed at the very out set that:; no 

industrial org,c,nisation \'lith respect to the unreeistorcd 

estal.ilishmmt.s oX' tho unorganisGCl sector, the emplo:.vment 

provided by them, or thoir total turn over.· Hm'lover, an 

attempt is made in this ch~pter to give n general ide~ f'rom 

sc~'tterecl dats. coll~;ctecl from different reliabl c sour.Ces. 

(Fig .. 12) 



N arne of· the 
district 

... -
Cooch-Bebnr 

Darjeeling 

Jalpaiguri 

l~hlda 

·west 
Dinajpur 

-
Total for 
rJorth 
Bengal 

-. '64. -

Distribution of· t•7orkers erlgaged in differoot 
econ(¥:C1ic acti vi t:t es ln North :Bongal-O~~sus 19?1 

'l'ot.U 
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Uorlters 
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S''ili~t6:: d .. J .. iJII!I naa a -.. 
390,502 326$255 
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15:,95$ 
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Dengal 

Pereent~ags 
of the to... 
tal 

lr-00 

4.85 

4.29 

5.39 

),.06 

4.2 

14.06 

acti viti ss comprise ooly 4._2 per cent o:f tl1e tota1 1:Jorker;~ 

engaged ,in the whol1.;, of"' North IJengal t·Jhereas agricultural acti

vi-t.ies arigf.tg;O 69 ,percent of• the total 1>mrtt:ers. l'Jhile in thB 

st:_;,to the over all percentage t<Jori~e:rs engaged in imlustr:tes is 

14. 06. Considering thee,a £a~ts it bcc:;.mes clear that £rom the 

point~ of eeono~c devslor:mGnt R1orth J3fngt:t1 ts industries are 



In order to understand morG elearly the !)resent position 

ot industries in North. Bengal it is nGcess·arY- to evaluate the · 

locntional £actors of: the industri·~s~- Loeational factors refer 

to parti:cular cco.diticn.s. giving ·rise to industrial act::tviti.es 

at certain· .points· .enjoi'&{:tng greater ~dwmtage than others. 
c • ""· ' -

·' 
'The condi.tions governing· auch loqations mau ba of. several kind:s, 

e.g. availabi.l$.ty of reso~c:as,· assemblege of the other £actors 

helpin.~ 'ill- the erl'tire process· from procluetia'l to distribution 

at a ra.ason~bl·e !::'rice a~ trhat point. ~-- W~bar's tocationol 
. . . ~-· 

ll'f:tctors. are ~?est. d-etarr:dnecl by the advantages of cost iil:'ths 
I";-

prod.uctirn· :oi" tb0 £~nisnoo··gooda. 
. . 

Looking at 1'1orth B~al· tbe. de.ve1orment of industrial 
·. 

activities bas· 'taken· plac$: on the basis ot the following 

rae tors :;; (a) Site and. the availt:i,bili ty of .earA.tal~ Tile· 

choiee or si'te· has a great .influence a'ld the availability ot 

land for es.tabli.s!'d:t'lg the factory· or mill b.tls .never teen a 

'probl El'!'l. in the region. 

-an the other hand, wh:ilG< loca:t· capital has nlwa:vs· b~en 

tar from adequate to meet 'the ne.cns of the large indU;,~tr1es.,_ 

capital required ~o £u_lf~l th!Ft demands or small. and cot:ta.ge 
., . ) 

industri.es has _not be~n :too sby_ t-o sUp£•Oi''t _such in4usi~ries. 

(b) As it. will be .$-een avallabilit.Y of rat'f ~ateri.t'al.S - Jute~ 

Mango.,, Tabaceo, Sillc, wood etc,. Dnd suppl~ o£ power .from d!.ffe-
. . 

rent sour~es.,- · t.h~ugh_ inad~quat~,. player! an .. imlX>rtant role in 

location inf.iu.st:ri~· :in ·tb.e ·r·egion. It furt,hsr :imp~ieS ·'that 

ttha raw· m~terlals ·must be present either ~t. the place of 
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proctuc.ticr,l·; or ·they shcn4d be with.tn eany reach o£ the ,place of 

J?roc!ucti~• It has to be borne in mind that. the prices paid. for 

.the raw· materials, and the power generating fuel-together \'lith 
-· ~ 

1!jhe eitpenses or transi;orting both or ~bem Gnter ·into the cost ot 

. produe·tion '!.ihich :finally determines the market {Jrie.e or the 

commodity. 

( c} ~he trans1::ortation system t~ith its var-ious. types size and · 

e·npaci ty bas t'aken an import;}nt role in· t;ht:i assemb.li~g or t,b<J 

r~w mat.er18ls' :and~ ·tr<m$porting t..l:l.e finished. produc.ts. 

(tU t~abo~ need·oo. at every stage of' the, industrial activity 

-l~gely;· / 

(e). Simil~ly• the-; region has always: providetl a local. market 

for tho~products from -tbe·11a~ious $ndustriGSt making most. of·· 

·tha ~its,. eeonomieally v1a1ple. ... 
· .. 
Jr~'!.ldng all these f'act<>?S into ace()unt. a loeat1onal ana

lysis o;r· ~he industries in. North B,etmal is made in the following 

p#ag;raphtL 

·· :l\part front. the nol'tham .Port;ion o.£' Darjseli-ng district 

and nortii~~aJ?tem &'Yart. o£, Jalpaiguri district, almost the whol.e 

of N·orth>a~e;kl .has plain la~d' stdtnble for .cstablishin.g. the "' 

factQries~ . But ,it;: has to· be· admit:ted that; considering tb~ 

cal,ital: 2.nvestm~nt tacil._i:t·Y the reg:t.on is ·much ba~war~ ,r. 
rat.het'~' verr, l:.Oof•· . The- renotie situation _?Y the ~agton kept. i~'t . 

· merttly isolated tr.om the :~n e-treain of economic lite or the. 
' ,!' .: 

state. £:9r a long time.,: .· As a w.att~r .. of' .fact ready. Capi.tal .. i)l: 

lat"ge amount. t-JaS not tWailable. till 1970; :and it is f'rom 19'71. 
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that the Central ·ami the State Government have taken a real in 

tllis dir~ction, interest; .giving .financial ass!st:•nce for indus-

. trial dev8lor,m{5n't through se~eral agencies like The .ru..strietc 

Ittdu:st~ial of'tfce., '.Fhe Ntitti~onalised · a~mks; The l'1est Bengal 

Financial Corporntiona The ·Go-operative ·Banks and Societies, 

'Z:he Khadi Gre-:: .. muddy.9g;~ et,e. 

The region lacking in .'ta,sic mineral resources is q~te 

rich in .som..e · agr>o-based and 2orest-ba$ed r:esources like, 'l'ea, 
' ' ' .. - ~ 

'iio name only 'tha important on~;fl~ b•stdas a large variety or · 

forest l:,;rodu.et·s~ But all these reso~ces have not yet in;;:luc.ed 

any il'idtiStrial activi 'ties .1n an o~g:anistxt ,manner pr ·to ar1 

~pprociable ·extent~ Power ne.eded £or· industrial function is 
' 

rnainly available :from: '11ydro.eleq;trlc rJlat}ts ~ess~ing from 

a numba;t:" o£ htll streams ofd~-lle: region Damaly : Jaldllaka, 

!l~·gi t.*· ·~altndri.: TM, . to~al thermal power :. produced in tha 
. ' . 4 . . . ' 

region ~.Olltlt_s t'tl _64;,tl03-,412 !nih Df l'?hieh only 43.1 parc~t: is 

consumed. by the industry· and· the· rest ·goes for domestic· and 
. . 

othar consumption.. Th$ ~up~ ly po·sttton- i:if·· pqwer is not sotia

. fae~(')ry here-.: Non•indust;;rial consumption mall:.as a heavy demand 

an<\ the .. pO\ter · produces• ··thus liniit'ing ·the scope ir:n: industries 

load-shedding. to a r;l"aat. extent •.. BesitL:'s., :tt ta~es a long :time 

. for MY indust,ry· to get a eonnectton w'i~h the poltlSI' grid• bas 

. .further aggrava.t~d the p;robl~m. 

The .roads in !Jortb B~'lgal el:*~ :well <le\t~.lor;ed £03:..: ·the 
"-.. 

.collact;i·q~ and. dlst.r.ibu'tion o£:·~a'ti·:ma_ter1als i~Cl industri-al 

; { 



goods and ·there is about 16.20 lou. ·road tor every 100 sq. !on. 

are~ lllhile· the c.orresponding £igu~re for West 3enga.1 ~s 1 ;. 2()' km. 

Natioq<Jl llighw~ys f~Q. 34· ~nd 31 p~e~;i$ through th~ main Urban 
~ : ..t 

Centres or the region establishing_ direct link~:~- i.1ith Calcutta 
' _( 

in·_ the south, Assam in: the ee_st and ·Sikkim- in ~he north. Side· 

by Dide both:·broad: gauge.-_ and--metre-- gcugo rai1lia.Y lines, also 

connect iioJ>tlJ Bengal t'd·th C:1lcutt-a; Ass,rJD. and ai:ha.r. . . . 

·:aotll skilled: and unskilled labour are ~ecruited from the 

rural· an_d urban, .ai':'cas of the £iva districts of North .Bengal 

t~her~ tho popula:tion i:ncr.eased si@li..ficantly during th~ la~t 

fGitJ· decade :thus providing large numbe:r or t\10rke:s: .. s ~1bo are gmern-
. · · · · decenniai . 

lly attracted by_ t11e industt11es. -A/d•~fdc variati?n in popttla.-

ti{)n since 195.1, ·brings out lt c;le~l'lY ( _'table 32). 

Year. 

t-9;1· 

1961 

1971 

~2·- :.: . 

Decennial· 
'~ vari·a1fion·: in population. in No~.h · B~ngal. 

P~sons · 

3 ,9'!n,'775 

5,549,4~8 

7~1¥1,g ,663 

Decade' 
va;r>i~t~ion 

+ 1 t 58;,6~3 

+ 1 ,S69,20$· · 

Percentage _ 
· deer,tde :variation 

+ 40.1S 

+ 33 .. 6$ 



lt: ;t'(!pi'eS£~riJ~$ t.he rate of· pOpUlation grOWth. 4uring ea~h .· ~-·:·." ,,,~ 

decade• b_etween, 19,~...61 ,witll·i.'t increased to 40.1.5 percent 

while the pt;;)rce..lltage. being· 33.6~ bet\te?n 1961-71 •. 

As .. ~ result, regular ~UPi-lY of 1a'bour· f'or industrial us~ 

has neV$:r been a real· ,problein in tb~· region.; 
. . . 

I:t thu.cs· t%Jii>ears th9-t the .o.ver all ~i tuation :bas not .all. b(:}en 

. very much encouraging for the dev-elo.pn.ent or indU$trios on .a 
large scale which howe.,;t~er · tloes not maan that North Bengal lac

keel the r»ttmtial £or industrial, develoy.men·t,. Tha.fl0\'3 or· 

captial, techn.olo~vical kno~1 how enterprise has alt,1ays: b~n lQW 

due to tbe· remotene$s of the region resulting .mainly from con--

. tinued ·aj)athy and n~gtigeinc~~- on tlie Jlal'"t .of past adrrdnistration. 
! - . < - • 

This also has b~n mainly responsible fo:r the absence of a pro

pet" rilark.et closely tied up with urban dOvelo1Jnsnt 't.'Ihich has- re

m.ain~d __ .too ~\iovJ in this. region £ol" a loog time. . ins pi tB- Qf a11 

theae ra~jo_1') · Iie.ndi caps industrl_al acti t!iti.es- have goo e on a full 

s~1:J.ng dur:i.nf;: all th:ts .-vsriaci;. givtng rise to small. :un:tts working 

on loc~l resoureet? anrl attaining specialisation serving the- needs 

of the loo~l PO!:tulation bot,b. in the, :rureli and urban. environment$~ 

And it is highly interesting to notG, ·that epec:tali~a'tion achieved 

in difterrmt indust:riof">r:lakes the major i<leD.tifyine .t\~ature o£ 
. . 

many o~ thcsB. small and cottage industries,. somB. at th1-:h1l havLYig 

a ~ood. marke~ out side th~ .region·.ror a.-long time. This parti

eula~ .f~Sattwe is _brought- into fQcus in the· remaining chapttars. 



... 10 .~ 

Registrat.ion,. Tile indutr!troies th/Q:t are _now. f'u..tlCtioru.ng in N{)rth 

B-engal are mostlY registered ·mtits. B~fore proea.ading, further 

it is necessary to ·clat1£y• the term "Peg3.strat-ion~. Gen:erally 

_ the SSI_ (Small-Sct8.1e Industry-) 11:~gistration is granted to the 
' " - -

small $cale and cottage industries as a r~~ogrtition for certain 
. -

a$sist~e~ given .under' v~ioua sehGm~;:s_ both by the Governtnt;~t 

ani;\. oroer irtstituti,.)nS~ OriginallY t-he regtstration was given 

· b-y ~e Directol .. ate of' T.ndu~·p~;ri es but. sub$equently i?ho sch'emtl 

has boen d_ec-J~tl'"i'J_lised undel:> a <H:ru:ernmcn.t order no •. 90/50 stat 

Dt. 22•10 .. 65. Since thart the Dis.tr:L c~ Industrial o£.f'icer ·has 
'·- - . : 

been· issui_ng registra·~ion ·eertifieates to the small scale 
- - . . 5 

Industries and Ortttage 1ndUS:tries UI'Kl.~r his jurisdiction. 

:-:rho. asti.·stanee progx-arome of thB C:ototage a.nr( Small Scale 

Industries - Di~ectorate~ Gove~;"nme.n_t or ·~test Beng;al bae· made 
' ' 

ifollote-:d.ng pl..,o:~Tisi;ons : · 

Act· •. }.· 

';J!he Ilistrict Indus·trial of:tieer is ~powered to ~isburse 

upto ~~n. 2,000 to -a single tlnit. Tl'd~s ·power has been provid·oo

by the Govema'6nt:, sinee· 1:967. 
~·-

The De,ruty Corr.miS$'.ioner' m:aY -~ap;,ct:ton BSAI Act loan -eases 

involving't:;s. 2~000 to 10~000• The. ~uses tor such loans are 

. sanctioned. ~ter an invest~gat'ion m.ade by the Di·strict Indu~ 

trial o!'ficar· :i.~to t-ho .t't;!asibil1~ty a."ld economic viability ·of the 
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IJ;. 1'11are is also provision for extending tinaneial 

ageia'tance to co'Gtage ·and. emal scale in<.iustrial units through 

Bunk-ing; In sti tut :ions.. · 

III. Othe:r Financial :tnsti tutioos. 

West Beng~. ~tnance Corporation; of.fGring; fin~ncial 

assi.sta;n~e to small aqd cottage. indust:ry,, has· be~n caJ:"rying out;_ 

their activities from Cal('}utta: ot!"ice. In the later· part of 

Augu.et,. 1972; two ~riinehes of the Institution ha:ve been opened 

at · Siligurl and l(alda. 

'Jj. 

:i,he £oll.;>tliing ~aw rnaterias al.*e generally provided to 

SSI Regist'ered tmi:~s at r-easonable rates en a quota syst<Mt by 

the Block· Office. 

2' · . ll P. Sh-eats 
' ... · ....... ' . 
< ;··. 

·j~. a •. p~ Sheets. 

4. Iron &SteGl., 

S• · Billets !'or re>lliru~ mills. 

6. Cocoanut oii~ 

1.-.. Polm oil.; 

ft. Zink. 

9 •. · l?~Clf.£'1~ uax. 



' 
_'i 'I 

---?2'-. 

c. rl!lnehine on JJire Purchases. 

The SS'I units may gGt meel·dnes f-or indrtstry under Hire 

PW.""chase scherde. 

D. f~£:L::i stance to IndtW. tri a1 Go.. operative. 

'l'he Industrial· Oot4rm~rative societies of the· districts 
. t·~. .... . • 

'bave been rendered th~. managerial, .s~sidy,._ working capital loan 

an{l Government share partie:tpatioit for tools and equipn~ts• 

11. Other Acti:vitis• 

Besides .the services. mentioned above, fa~ilities: are 

also av~i~ab~~ in obtaining : 

2. Assistance in obtaining ·releph·~ne connection; 

3.~ Im1;ort licance for sca-rce raw matericl.s ~nd 

machinery; 

4.. Subsidy@ 2~~ :[ntGre.st -on Bank-loan ·.for a working 

capital upto i:ill. SO, ooo. 
5. Subsidy on povier sup,;.;lY co the unit.s havit1g motor 

\d.~h a p:roduo·tiori C:5tpacity of S.O HP. 

6. Assist-a:.1ce i" or allotr:Jen·t of C·ement through the 

7. 
Cl. 

De··;ut.y Goro:nissioner· ' l ' . . . t 

Ar:t .. ang~""l~ts for· t.h.e raari~eti:ng o£ pr·oducts; 

Assistance for mark_et:L'llg and • el:hibition~. 

Hecognition -to HanLUcraf't artis~ns by organisit'lg 

Handicraft compe·tition; · 
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10. t:.sDist&nce for an economic survey or the district 

giving an over sll picture o£ the industrial 

develorment; 

11. Grant in aid for the training Inst.:t tut1.ons .. 

llE~gistered £atories in ~lorth .Bengal may bo obtained from 

(l~xcluding Defence Factories) 

~------~-------------------· ----------------------------------
r~;nme of the 
district:;~ 

Cooch-Eahar 

. Dar j eeling 

Jalpaiguri 

·H!ald.a '·. f 

\~est DimtjJ:;Ur 

... 
'I'ocal for 
North Hen gal 

Total .for 
Wost Bengal 

1963 1971 

12 13 

176 159 

228 241 

4 11 

33 34 

453 !;.58 

5,653 ;,6·v~ 

1972 1973. 1974 1975 

1;3 15 14 14 

157 155 156 157 

234 2),9 234 241 

7 7 1 7 

34 .31 31 29 

449 447 45lc. 44?5" 

. 5,61!~ s;.6af s 688 
. ' ·s,626 

----------~----------------~--------------------------------

.... - J X ••• --~· Fl ....... 



- T'abl.e giv-es an idea about the actual trend in the growth 

or registered factories in North Bengal bettieen 1965·. ,and: 1975. 
-

!.11 196S, 4-S3 ·factories were registered and 1d. thin tan years 

2241 -more ·ractori.es have been registered, the percentage of 

grot-1th rat~ b.eing 17 ooly, tJ\lhare af! 1n tvest Bc.:n~al the g;r-o~;tll -of 

registered £atorl_es betli~r~n- 1965 Md 1975 was 96 pere.Qnt. It is 

thus clea,r that_, .f:rcm the point of view of reg:tst.erad ra~t9r.:ies, 

th~ positi.on of North I1engal ;tn eompa:\•ison to west .Bengal is not' 
_, - . 

. ·-
at· all satisfactory:. 

A.s · it has already b~en _diS;CltS~led, t.b.e industri~s dave-
:·.· 

loped,. and £unctic>ning n0l1 in North B~ngal are mostly or snall 
i - . 

sq~le and -<!Qttage based :in thei:r s:l:ze in anplo;y-ment;. i:n annual 

>i,nvestni·ent Of'_ capit;al and tha ru:mual install$d eal;ic!ty o~ 
' . 

production .or the units. The gen~ral. dist'r:i.bution and figura~ 

and .3.5~ 

'm·stribution df Small ecn.le and cottage · 
irtdustttt~s in North .Elengal by emplo}'ment ~
:Registered U!) ·to 31-.. 12.197,. 

·mame of -rille. 
. dis'triJ!t 

Dar:jeeling 0. 

Jalpaigur~_ 

·Z-I~d,a 

~Jest DinaJAJtll' 

No. of Uni.ts 

1:.~t3 

2',117 
t,,-779 

1~246 

1 ,.57)· 

No. of Employment 

7,615 

6,966 .. 

7,294 

St1'0()· 
... 

. 5,034 

.;~Figures in. . the brackets represent average· emplo)!Itlent per unit. 
• .~ ··1. --:--:; '-I , • ·., ··~ ' , I.-·.,=: } _ "- .I ~· ·.:: 

·' 
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6 Table-35 

Il)vestm~~t ·o£ Capital and. Annual installed capacity 
of production of s~~ Scale a~d Cottage· Industries 
i.n North Bengal Registared uptoJ1 •. 12.197S. 

• b Q!AL;,..~ 

Name or t.ll.e 
district 

-No.-or 
Units 

Total -Capital 
investment 
( i.n IlS. ' oro l 

Annual Ins-talled 
C&!~Ci't~y 

( in (~.s. •ooo) 

---------------------------------~------------------------
Cooch-Behar 

J,lar:jeeling 

Jal1:aiguri 

Malda 

\~·est .Din~j pur 

Total tor 
North Be--ngal 

'l•atal t:OJ> 
West Bengal 

1,313 1S,23o<!io 

2,177 ·30.478.0 

1- '719 2S1 8:19.-g 

1.,246 7,974.4 

1,573 S,034.o __ 

Avera~e per unit in ~!orth Bengal 10,82 

Jw·erago per unit in \1est Bengal 33$99 

61,054.5 

70.J17.1 

1354.752.~ 

28,782.6 
-

27.055.6 

54 .. 64 

221~26 

It. f.laY be n()ted here that the figu~es presented :L"l 

Tables-3!~- and 35 repl~esa'lt mainly of those the SlCiall scale and 

-Gottaga Industrial_ establisl'unents fal.ling ou,tside the -perview 

of the Factories Act• At t_ha Sante· time the datf• obv:tously \iill 

nu;t tnlly with the total number of, uili tfs eJdr.;ting .and ft1.'1Ctioning 
" . . ' ~ 

' •. 

in North B~gal as because the re~stration covers on.ly a very 
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~mall fraction. Of the actual numbsr in operation,.. Th:f.s is,, 

parh~1IJSf· due to tba fact that., 1;be Cottage Industrial U."lits loca

ted in tba remote rural areas of the districts have reservations 

abcut registering their units, tbotlgh it may be holpful to them., 
.kll· . 

'I'bi~ inherent draback of the system is probably due to the lack 

of proper organisation and publictby on the part or the autho

r! ties~. Ls1oreover,. l:tmi ted .finance and security are also respCI'l

~i hle tor t.h~~ unenterprising habits o£ the owners of· the Sitlall 

S9ale and CQttage Indus trial units .. 

The object of• furnishing the above. tables is to find out 

the regional patta"n or enploymcn.t and oai>ital investm\Snt in 
Small Scale. and Oottage Industry in North Bengal.. It is· 

Interesting to notG~ that the employmQnt comes down to 3 .. 9S 

persons 1.ier· unit, t-Jhile per: 1.mi t average for ·t~es·t Bengal is 

1 .. 0 parsori.s. Tbe same ia tha case for a'~Jtar,age ~apital invest

ment and annual installed ca:~_:4city per mit.. The average capital 

inlJ'cstmmt 1::~ar unit is Hs,. 33.99 in ease oi' VJest Bengal but it 
.... '" 

iS only ~is. 10.82 in Ilorth .BEngal. A:~ain, it iS· Hs. 221.26 fer 

\"Jest Bsngal and ~.9. 54.64 for N'Orth Bengal,. while the an.r:~.ual ins-· 

tall oo capacitj~ i~ coneernGd. Thus., llorth Bengal, sharing .only 

· 2 .•. 86 percent of the total eapi tal inv:est.sd in small scale i!l.'lfJ 

cottage indu~itry in 't'Jest Bengal. is really lagging behind. 

to form an ide~ about the t.ypes of? industries in North· 

Bengal-- a d:tstri.ct-wise d1stri:bu"Gion of tha different units now 
.functi o~g 'under t h$ registration act Qt the D1 stricrt Small 

Scale and. Cottage Indus try Deparwtent is gi v~ in Tables-36-41. 
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Table-367 

Small Scc~le Industrial unite in Coocn-Behar 
District - Hegistered upto 1974 

------------------------------------------------------------'--

( 1 ) 

1. i?ood & Beverages 

2. 'l1obacco 

3. 'I'e~til~s including 
textile 'YiJearing 
api-'arel 

4. -Foot wear 

5. blood products 

6. . Fu.t"'ni ture 

.7. ~rinting & Allied 
Industries 

e. Chemical Products 

9. rfcn-metallie mineral 
products 

10. &1sic metal 
ind U.'-3 tri GS 

11. I~-:mufactttring of 
metal pre-ducts 

12. Hanufacturing & 
repail" -of trans l::Or-t 
equipmet~t 

13.- -Hiscellaneous 

·rotal : 

No. o.r Total 
Uni t.s Ernploym(->..nt 

{2) {.3) 

116 657 

29 as?· 
316 30S3 

13 42 

56 4JB 

26 77 

11~ 52 

21 117 

11 79 

19 S9 

6 33 

43 1,9 

47 159 

Pereent~!~G of 
t,l.nploym.snt to 
tot.al employment 
in districts. 

(4) . 

11.3 

14.? 

53~1 

1 

1.5 

l.3 

0.9· 

2-.o 
1.3 

1.5 

6 

2.4 

2. 7 

100.:0 
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· 'rable -36 shows the IB'i!lploymcnt in di.ffer~.nt. types of . 

industries in the district of Cooch Behar.- It. is fotmd thot 

the Textile Industry takes the leading position wnong all the 

:1.ndustri(:?S 1.-Jit.h 63., 1 perCGA'"lt of the total exnploymmt in indus

try, i'dba.cco take!:> seeood pos:l tion "t'li.th an employmmt or 14.,t7 

and Food and Beverages come third having an 11.,3 pereant ~ its 

pay-ro11.s f'ollot•:~ed by \1oo~en products, Foot 1tieat>*·~vi}artuf'acturing. 

and Transpot .. t E!qu.ir..in.cnt ,. Ch.emieal product-s, etc. In tha total 

nU\Jlber industrial units ~g~in, the 'l1eXtile Industry takas f'irst 

position ntmtbcring 316, tihile Food and 13evarars:~s rank seeor!d 

t>Jith 116 :units_, :f'ollm<JGd b;r l'Jood froducts, Manuf.aet;uring &. 

repair of '.rrans1::ort EquilAlloot,. Tobacco. Chenlieal products, 

Fm".niture ete., Te::~tile Indus try, 'l'obaeco. Food -& Beverages and 

t"lood products have thus taken a dordnant role in the indust.rial 

a(:tivitie_s of the District of Coocb: B·ehar, mainta.i.ning a hi,gher 

lavel of .P,rodu.cticn than other types o£ :tntlustries functioning 

in the distr;ict. 

Tables-37 and 38 present a 'i'>icture oJ; the district of - - ' . 

Dal"jeeling. 'I'he industries \dthin the dist~.,iet. belmg t.o tl<JO 

categories : the p:;; .. ojc~ct Area. I.11du.~t.ries and the Non-proja~t Area. 

ThE! projsc!i area is under the. aural Industries project 

s~XlOf.le comprisir)g five develof..ITient Blocks viz. Kalimpong I,· 

Kali~:c;ong llt Siligtu"i - Uaxalbari; Phansidet<la -. Kharibari,' 

·- '" '-.-
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and Dax-jeeling - ·pulbazar established 11ith a vie"te1.'1· tc' promote 

the develor;ment. of rural: indust;:~;":h:e moro :L~tensi11ely.. The 

project. t·ms launched in this district in 1965 along with 48 

others in various parts of the eount.ry. rrhe rural Industries 

Project is a di!'act scheme included tn the Centr~:l SGctor on the 

Indus tries, Govert1m0n'l:i of ?Fest Bengal. 

8 
2. 'rhe Non ... Project Aret:a. 

This includes the municipal n~ea.s in the to~-ms of 

}Jar j BBling 1 l{dlimpong, Kurseong t Sili guri encl . fi·tta developrnEn t 

Blocks viz •. Kurseang., I~lirik, Sm~hiapokhri 1. Jore Bunglot'J, 

Garub&th.~"'D and ltanglire1ngliot. 

Industries func~ioning in these two areas are givan 

in tha following ·Table., 



9 
Table -37 

Small scale Industrial units in tha·· 
project Area of Darjaeling District. 

Registere..-1 upto 197t. 

r.rmne of tlHl Industry l\lo. of Total 
Units ~~ploy~ent 

t. Food prottucte 33 210 

2 • 'l~extil,es 8 13 

.; .. Beverr~e Industries 3 10 

4. Che."!liCal & Chet'?li cal. s 39 
products 

5. Foot 'lr-iear & other .39 104. 
t..;earin~ appreal 

, 
o. l'Jood t'JO.t"k otllEU" 2 21 

than furniture 

1. Fumitl!re 11 36 

e. ~1etal products 14 4.3 

9o Buildi..l'\g l<!a t e1:·i al s 5 236 

10 .. Handicraft 9 32 

11., !Jfisllanoo.us 53 2)t 

---- ; ill!. • ...._ .... 

Total 0 1tS2 976 • -
Aver3ge per unit ... 5.)6 

Percentage <>f 
emplo ,Y"f!'lcnt to total 
empl<ryrn~nt in the 
d:lstr:tot. 

21.5 

1.33 

1.0:~ 

10.6S 

2.15 

4.40 

24o13 

3.27 

23.66 

100.00 

.,._. 
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'Eable-389 

Srr.r;J.l Scale Indus.trial Umt.s in . 
the: l1on-.Pro;]eet /+ret.: o:f" Dar.jf.~ling 
dis·trict Registered upto 1974 

Nt1me oi' tl1€.$ Industry ~~o. or Total Pereentnge of 
Units empl o:snnent l -amp ~oymcn1,; to 

eTil'JlOy'"ffi0..'1t in 
district 

-~-. lllii' 

1. I~ood products so 1564 l}5._g7 

2. ·ra~tiles 1 20 o.;a 
;~ Beverages ? 26 o.76 
4. Chemical & OheJ.TI!cal 33 175 5•13 

products 

5. Foot 'it~ a& & Ol~har 1·11- 456 13.'J7 
wearing; apparels 

6. t'.!ood tJork othE;)r 23 1S9 5.54 
than fu.mit~-ure 

'l. Furnitura 19 1q.s 4.25 

e •. I-letal prrxitl.et~s 15 217 6.36 

9. BUilding r~ "G.et:"ial s 3 16 0.46 

lO~ Handicrafts 6 133 3.90 

11'. Viii slla..f!eous 127 468 13 .• ?2 

-
Total .. 1f11 3409 100.00 • 

- -

the 
t~Otr!l 
the 



I,\ 
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An amployn1~nt cha:t"aeter of the differ~m.t types of' indus

tries hava been tabulated in the above t1ao tnbles for the project 

and Non-project Areas c·f Da~jaeling district. In order of the 

str,::ngth of a:nploym~nt, the i?ood products to1:~s t11e list both 

in the project and the tlon- project;. Area 'I.·Ji th 21.5 percoot a"ld 

45.$ l.:JGrcent ras1:;ectively of the total employment in i..ndustry. 

In th0 project area Building ~1aterials tcke the next 

important position among t.h\D industries vJith an crnploym.ent of 

·2lh13 percent of the L"'ldustrial workers aml a gi"'oup of indus

tries humped together •. eoocl Products rank third 21 • .5 percent or 
the tot3l employment foliho"t~>Ied by Foot t"le~r and other l·mnring 

apparels., T4etal I.)l"oducts, Chem.tcal & Chemical Products., 

i<~u:t:""llit;ure., Hendieraft,. t·Jood \"iork other- than Furniture, Textiles 

and beverages Indus trios. Consideri.n..g the· ntLmbar of un1 ts 

£uncrtioning under each type, Foot 't-Jear o.f other wearing appa

rels maintains the .f'irst z:;osition with mit.s 3.3, :follm<Jed· by 

i)'ood Froducts J.3, IVJ.etal products 14 ,i.?urniture 11, Handicrafts 9., 

'rex.tilos 8, Building r.:t:·ce!'ials 5, Cllemical & ChGrraeal pl"oducts 5, 

.Bevet"~."tges Indust,ries 3 and vicoo lfW:rk 2., Food Indus tries, there

~t'ore~ cloE:'linatcs the ·sce:::ne in ·the I--"rojact :~rea of Ds_r-j eeling 

: · lntiq consideration f"ollo\'Jed by :t:'oot t'\lear & Other 1·1ea:ring · 

a.P~·'?rels, !•letal prod?-cts· and fi'tt.""nitnrejl in order ~ importance. 

On. the oti?.er': hand ·Foot Wear of other \>1{;1nring apparels 

~;ank_ second in the Uon-rJrojee:t Area of Dar j~;oling distt•i.ct • 

. :,whereas l'ifetnl IJ!"oducts occupy thit•d position in em11lo:yment 



.follotvoo by \il'ood '1ork other than Furniture,. -Chemical :& Chr;mdcal 

l;rQ.duets. Furniture, Hand!cra£ts2 Beverage~·., TeXtiles and Bui_l

ding Materials • 

. But, t·Jhen tbe number of· unit~ are t~en into account .• 

·ehe · foot wear & other wearing apparels take l~ad.ing positicn · 
- ' 

· .foilowed succe~l3ively by Food pro.d:ucta, L'J®d ·work ot;ller than 

ftWniture,. Fttmiture, E~v~agss, lfGxtiles# Hand:f.cra:t·t~ and 

.Building r•terials.t. Thus,. bot!i the Project and th& Non...proje.ct 

area, th~ r:«"edominating indU:Stry is .f.omd to be the Uood :Indus

try clos~v followed by,?t;o1;. wear -~ other wearing a.pparw.s, 
··: ., 

M:etal procJ:uots, t~ood wor~t :other than Furnit'Ul"e• lU together 

tb~y jointly hav(') 56 pa~c.ent -of th·a total. industri.al un'-ts and 

em11loy 63• 9 perceni of the to~al :Industrial work~r or: .the . 

district.' 

Industrial position 'Of the distrj,ct of' Jalpa:tguri 

UUX,V be Ob$~rVed £'.rom th~ fOllO'td.!lg table. 



·rable-3910 

Small Scale Industrial Units in Ja1fa1&~ 
District; .Reg!st;eroo ur>to 19-o. 

Name of the industry lio.of 
Uni'ijS 

,._. (1) 
..... -. ill ld( 2, 1- . (lULl§! 

2. Tobac-co products 21 

.. 

3. Textiles ·:tncluding 19: 
'~~ar:tng t:li;parels_ 

4. Leatb.ar & 'Lea$er 
Itt•oducts 

~. ~~oo_d prod~lets 
(gxcept f.urnitur~) 

6. b'urhi tUlia . · 

11. 

20 

19 

99-

19 

Total Perc~ tage of employ
eraploymoot 111<-:n t to total emploY• 

ment in the· distrie~ 

(J-) • Utl ---

2547 4-5:.,6 

11-6 2.0S 

272 4.84 

0.90' 

.699· 

92 -1 •. 63 

84 ~1.49 

~g 9'.?$ 

,.66 

• 

·.·-
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( 1 ) (2) (J) (4} 

---·-----------------~"-~----------------------------------------------
1 o. f,1anufacture of .metal 47 

})roducts 

1 i. f.:lan.ufncu:ring & 16 
t•epairing of .machinery 
{except electrieall 

12. i>ianui'octurinz & - - 10 

1.3 •. 

repa:i.ring of' 
electical machinery 

Manufact;uring ,& 
repairing o£ 
br uns port e qui pn en t 

1lt. Plastic or Polytha't'le 

15. I•lat"1.u.fact~4!'e & :reDair 
of wat;ch & clock"' 

16 •. Hnnufaeturing of 
photographic &. 
opt.;icat 

7 

17~ Other industries not 1· g 
elsev;Lere classified 

339 

195 

26 0.46 

3.4? 

22 0.39 

21 0.37 

0.19 

.. ·-··~~·------------------------------------------------
'fotal. : 616 5614 100.00 

:,-------------------------------
Average per unit -

·~------·---~-·...,..,------------------------



Among the 1'J indus·trie~ in Jt;llpaiguri <l:tstrict Pood 

& B~verages come first !n, order of .both employmC<.nt ~nd number 

having .1~5.36 perce . .t'it and 139 .unita. respectively• · · 

Y:he second· pla9e in omplojlnen't is obtained h!ll the "t~Yood . ' . . . 

products ( e:~wept furni.ture) a p~Q.en tage of' 12 •. 1~o5., · ·The 

Ohemical ~ .. Chemical p~oduets .rank -third with .an employment 

o.r 9~7S percent of the t.otai industrial workers foUowad by 
' . . 

Metal rJroducts, Non Metallic l.ttnaral Proth.Ict.s, • T~xtlles 

·including :;tiJeaJ,~r!ts Apparels~ Mat'fufacturing & Repairing or 
. . '; . ' . 

f·fachinery,··M<.lnufactur:tng ·&_: Repair!ng of Tr.annport Equirm~t~. 

To'Pacco prt1ducts.; ~urni t~a etc. Apart trom these.; other 

Industries ·irieludoo in tb~ tabl.e take a ratfusr in$!gnj_fieant. 

t-ole both in thc:d.r emr.,loym.ent as well as in the number'· of total 

units fUnctioning ~nder each category• 

fi.n idea about the industrial situatic:ll in the d~striet ot 

lJlalda may ncnt be o~tained fran: the Tab1~4o.-



Cottage and. Small seale uni.ts in l;falda district, 
Reg:J.stered upto 1969 ... 

Name o£ the industry 

~ 4 ... , 

{1) .. 

-2. Garpentry(~a~ufactur.ing 
furniture., ·cartwh~el ate •. 

3. Bla.cksmithy 
(aaking agricultural 
· impl<_;;nents) 

4. Pottery 

s .. Village oil (processing 
mustered oil) Ghani 

6. Basketry cane of' 
Bamboo processing 

Iio.of 
units 

(2) -

125 

1$3 

211 

,58 

1. ii'i shin g not -1 ,4no 

s. Tailoring ?SO 

9. Shellac ( shola) 62 
·-

! 

t~o.-o£ Pe17cent~ge of ¢m1plY-
employmant ment to _totnl empl~Y

:tn the d:tstri ct. 
(4,} - .• t • t -

1,.72 2.76 

S38 3.15-

1.117 6.55 

1,soo 10,56 

970 5,69 

144 o.sz.. 

~ 



~rne..- w ''" !'\ft*''""f"' • ...,...... 

(1') (2) (J) (4) 

---~ *"""""'<40 

10. Shoe malting &. 74 1~;> it. r~.A. 
repairing 

l14t-. :Sidi 153 N.A. :r~.A. 

12 •. C:;.rcl~ r•s pai:t•in~~ shop 11 N .. A. N.A. 

13. J'ewellery Goldsmith 221 !1.!4 ~l.ii.., 

14. Nlango r)rocessing: 1,017 N.A. N • .f1. 

15~ Brass ~ r~e1 1 NJ.e'· al L; ... ---:..,. ... & ' u 4h }!.Ao ri.t ... 

16. Hand pounding 1,600 1 ,1:.50 g. 5 

----------------------·-----·--=----~0-·-------~~------------~~--~-~---b·-------·------·-----~ 
Total : 100.00 

=------=------------~-------------------------~~~----·--------------Jl-·-·~---

-
... 4 -

---------------------------------------------~-0~-··---:~--------------·-·--··~----------
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Fran t-.he above table it, is ascertai.."led that H~dloan 

Industry is thG most importa.~t one bt)t.h from the poL"lt of view 

of i.Eploy"D"'lc.n·t (;6.J2) and the number of u.trlts (4 .. 532}, ne1~t 

comes tha :J:!"'ishing net; indust.ry occup:les the. ssccn d posi tian 1r1ith 

an erilploymant of~ 10.56 percent of tb0 1.ndu.strial .,>10rkers or the 

district engaged in 1,400 units, in all Tc,ilol"ing Industry takes 

the third positicn \-tith all _emplOYEl~:nt of: 5,.(1;) percent --~d having 

750 units : Pot.ery, Blacksmithy, Shellac etc. t~h--a l(;!Gs impor

tant. positions ~;..;:tth much lot~er em}?loymaJ.~ i<fango proeess:tn.g 

industrial unit.s nUt--::!boring 1 ,017 but the figure. on e:aplo;y"r!l.m t is 

not av~lable. HO\':leva:r, i.!i~tlgo processing ra."lkll 'third in position 

in terms of tba nUtuber o£ industl'"i~l units., 

The na..rnes of indus t.rics functiong in tht:; district of 

'tiest Dina,jpur is· gi vsn in ·rable-41 shet,J~lng thGir employment and 

the totul nwber of plans U4"lder each t-ype. 



-90 .... 

12 
TJ:Jbl.G-41 

Uo§· of 
Unli$S 

tilrJ. oi' 
amJ:.>lOJ!!Xten t 

p 0!' (Nii?l \Ya~ 0 Of 
\.J~I:.-1_ O~':J.cnt tot..c1l 
enploym,;:,.ut; ·in tb9 
di~tt·ic~ • 

... __ , ____ ,~-~~·l--:l1'T:MM3QW¥ ~~~ ... -..... -. _., ........... ,,.., ____ ..... .,_,~.....,hdliUIOI!JF~ .. --...... - ............... t .... ------............. 11.---

1. A3r0 basad ;29 23~" .oO 21.9$ 

2. 1'v,;;xtilos 459 11-351 17.03 

.3 .. !:f:ngin.eer·in g 13!1 739 6.78 

4. i>"ore.9.t E;~sod 90 225Jl """0 ~p .:'eli,* t,;> 

'· Ch£~nic~ fJJ1 ~ 
41-."'1\ y ~ ~4-·-"•<· 

6. Ceramic 141 21")8 19.61 

?.. Le .~:tJH;jt• 105 2)9 v,.J._ 2,.19 

.s .. _ Ydscellanaous 1~12 S36 7~69 

........................... ~ • . 2 ....... ~..,..., "' . IJ ....... ,...:;a,.,.;a~··· l!!i"«~ll 71 ... 

'i'ot.:;.J. . 19·71 10,~56 1"Ct? .• .f'V'! .. V\..? 

5.51 

. _.,.,....,.. . 44 ....... 
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-The fore)oing Table !.'"e"Jcal~ that agro...based (f'ocd-

plN'Jduc·ts) S;ndus t~y ha•Ji11g the 1arg$st n:u:rtber of" the district 

engages. the lat-gast. nur::ibe:t" of indoot~rial ~vrkert; in the dis- . 
' ' 

}jle.x.t in impo~ 

t~nce is the !'ores~ based i.'1clustry.1 irlth 2b.,_7lt p:~;n::ot!ent · in 
- ' 

emp1oYillmt followed-by _cel"acr-.i.c:1:g •. 61 parccn~,_ tt3:xt:!les 1 ~"'lit·· 

neei~ing• chemical and 1e.:lrther$.. Again, the a£~o-ba,sed indus.. 

try tfood..;.produ.:ts.) tops the 1:4_:3t in regard to the nur.11bm:•- of

units· {.529) the 'J:~vilcs C4o/->-'le n~t-1rJitl:l 459- units f'{):Uowsl by 

Ceramic,_ Engille$r±ng:, leathers.;. Cha.mieal at1d Por~st :-based 

industry., M~in indu:B'trias1 therefore, Zunotionin;~ -i.ll the d.is

trict are l~gr-o•based (food product;~) Fol~est -basoo#. Textiles-

Ceramic _and so on. 

At a glanee at t;he tabU:la1.~ .f"igUl"ee ·of tl1e r~gistered 

un.i t.s or ·thB five tiis-cricts o:f North Bel"..g-al• we niaY' coma int.o 

the ccnclusion tha't industl"ies, ·Gtf V#Ying. nature;. ·according 

to their loeaticnal adv~tages llnvo grotm ·up runetioning at 

present hare. 

A ·rank•w;ise ~lasai:fi_Cation of :inrlust~ios ( ~bla-42) 

.operut.:L'lf£ under th:e •small scale Industrial ijegistered Units•· 

-. tht-6-ws light on the industrial oharact~ ;Qf' the re{;Sion. TlJa 

· Pi;~t~ure t-hat· emerges 1s qu:fte _int-eresting~ tn North Bengal 

_ tlie most ;redtitiinant rilaoe is taken by the ·FoOFJ In,(.{ue·tries 
! J . 

t~k.tngl.eadi~ng l~Q_{!ition .au1~:ng all industries .. in tbe thr9tl 
i f '\;' - - . . . 

, : ·'.di1~~ricts or I"lorth Ben€Lal,, na~ely llarj_~elin&• Ja:tv·a:i-&~:t and 
'j ;_,-; •• 



- 92-

and West. llinujpur. Indust.rt-es coming -under this. category lilt~ 

Itiee !~1111$ .• 011 1o1ill.s; .Bt~ery, Con.feetionGl•y, Dg)iry products, 

:f'ru1 te Proeessing etc •. , have developed largely on the basis. m.· 
local r~sources attti ·in l."'esparl$S to the demand .of' the regi«lal 

market. I'!G::::t in regional importance are t;t&e 1'e-xtile 'Industries, 

having first positim among the· industries o.f th(~ districts ~

both Gooch· Behar· a.ttd Malda whe~ lcng tradition in Oo'ttoo and 

S;l.lk ~Jeaving res;pecei v&y has :;i vm t.hem ·the n1ost i!fir~v:t"tant 

pl~e in the ind:u,stri_al ac~ivitdes of t.he :.ttistr.i~t.s•· Th~ 

third impornt::.nt posS~tion is·. t&keil by t'Iocd Products,. basecl 

· lc.~J:'gs).y on tho loe~ resou~.e~s. Ind"US triee li,I~e J~et;1l and 

el:t.e.nical coming n~t in order taJ~e a o_ueh lGss important posi

tion corrljjat•ed t•o the _three ·most characteristic· e;rou].)s of 

indus-tries in -the ragton• 

f-
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Table-42.. 

Rank-"I;JiSe cla(lt3ific~t.ion of. Hogir;t~rad Small Scale Indun.tr:tal 
unit;s by C'fJTlpJ.oy.ulent and nu,rnber o.r uni tri :tn North Bengal. 

~ :d¥ .... ~.. frj......... . . 

Nanw of t.h r::: Distr:'l.l.:: t 1st 2nd 3I'd !.,.th 

-------.------~~---.--~--------~~-~~------------~---- -----------------~------~---------
1. Gooch Bahar 'J:exti1 e!?;/Hattdl ooms Tobaec t.'l .Food products '\flood p;rod.UC'f.JS 

2. liJGlr.jeeling 
·( (;i } f'x.·oject Area ~'ocd produc ta 

(b) Non r;roject Area. Pood prodUGtS 

3. J!!lpaigttri f'' ocx..i p:L"'nd uc t. a 

4. £itolda 'i.'extilea/ 
"~'ndl om fh, 0 s 

'·· ;;/est Dina.jpw ?ood ,t:i!"ml tt.ct~ 

Foot wet!! Metal products i?urni ture 

Foot -.1ear I·leto.l products Ghim1.tlcals pl"ioducts 

Viood ~it~d~s Ghe3nlical 
pz•cd:t~ctz products 

Metal products 

!i'i shing-m:rt 

J?orest 
products/ 
tVood based 

1'a11oring 

1"'e:atiles 

Carpentry/ 
Wooden ,P.l'oduets 

ceramtc/pott•ery 

... ~ ......, ..,.. ,"; ....., ........ - ~-~-------------------


