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The Concept of Citizenship in India:
A Constitutional Evolution

Dr. Soma Dey Sarkar
Assistant Professor (Law), Department of Law,
University of North Bengal, Darjeeling, West Bengal

Introduction

Citizenship, though bemg a complicated concept, has emerged as
a key issue of discourse in the contemporary politics of the world's

largest democracy. Being a new democracy, issues like identity,
space and citizenship has taken a front seat. As a nascent democracy,
for years, the focus was on modernization under the hﬂdﬂl‘!ﬂ'ﬂp
of Nehru. The question: “who is an Indian” gained impetus with

the resurgence of ethnicity and identity and rapid wﬁiﬂﬁbgh:a]
communication. In India, it was the era fullnmng the Eme

rule of Indira Gandhi (1975-1977) which united the
communities in championing the civil rights of the dﬁm Th!
transtormative notion of citizenship in India is the result of diversit:
of cultures and the clashes which underpin them and | Li"'{'
notions of Self and indigenous values of Self-hood.

Pre-Independence Evolution of Citi:ennhip{q'_ -

Historically, the fact that India was united by an |
colonialism, cannot be denied. Hence, the concept
ldEﬂl‘!l‘}' and citizenship that is perceived in India
in the European impact on the freedom movement.
process of citizen-making in India, is unique bec:
rights over duties unlike is European counterparts.
The British colonial rule brought with it Utilitarianism
and the seeds of nationalism. The effort to revive the lost
the Mughal Glory, which was with the defeat of
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