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Putnam on the Magical Theory of Reference 
Kanti Lal Das 

conlention of epistemology and 
linguistic expressions Abstract: The concept of refcerence is the main 

and semantics in particular. It is through the reference of the 

know about the world or reality or ontology. It has been acknowledged that language does refer and the referential function of language is hclpful to know about reality. However, the paradigm of reference remains a bone of contention to the philosophers. Putnam 

the magical theory of reference.. According to Putnam, the magical theory of reference is a big default of 

reference. He, therefore, attempts to overcome the default 

metaphysics in general that one may come n 

34 

uses the metaphor "brains 

of the metaphor 'brains in a vat' while solving the problem of reference. 

in a vat to expoe 
of reference through the analysis 

brains in a vat'. The main strategy of this paper is to exemplify the philosophical insighta and sign1ficance 
Keywords: epistemology, metaphysics, reference, brains in a vat, linguistic expression 

sof the metaç)hor 

Hilary Putnam. (1926 -2016) the proponent of internal realism, uses the metaphor 'Brains in a 
vat' to solve the problem of reference in the realm of metaphysics and epistemology. Retereng 
is the key issue in epistemology, metaphysics, and in the philosophy of language. pariculatBy m 
semantics. In the case of reference, language plays a pivotal role. The simple truth is tha 
language does refer to. There is no question about the referential function of language. But the 
serious philosophical and epistemological questions are: what does language refer to? What is 
the locus of language? Is language reference? Is the language reference is something different 

from language? Is language refers to something extra-linguistically? Are language and the object 

as refereed by language different? Is reference js independent of the mind? Is reference ja 

ontologically neutral? These are some serious philosophical questions that need to be taken car 
of. Further, the concepts of truth and meaning are associated with the concept ot reterenkt 

Linguistic philosophers, in general, have attempted to solve the problem of meaning and truti o) 
reference. The world or reality as such is represented by reference. Thus the issue abou 

relationship between language and reality, language and ontology is taken care of by the 

dictated by reference, it seizes significant ground of philosophy. 

Philosoply and the Lfe-rorld . lol. 23. 021 

.Considering the ssigniticance of whole host of linguistic philosophers. As the epistemological and metaphysical foundation is 


