











Preface
The basic idea for this research grew out of my interest in theatre and also in the rapid transformation of the
world into urban clusters. As the world has already moved into an Urban Age, theatre as an art form very
closely related to life is bound to absorb and in turn reflect these transitions on its stage. As the cit(y)zens
negotiate their lives in cities, a similar drama of living unfolds on the stage. The main focus of this
dissertation is on the city as viewed through the eyes of theatre practitioners and performers as well as of
their characters, with an aim to provide a complex perspective on the struggles, possibilities, anxieties, and
disappointments of city life. In doing so the work does not overlook the existing body of research on the city
as also on theatre, but uses it to bring out the multi-layered interaction between city and theatre. The term
‘city theatre’ is more indicative of this relationship than of a uniform performance genre. The thesis probes
the variety of themes and forms that emerge out of theatre’s changing interface with the evolving character

of Indian city between the 1970s and the present.

The thesis would not have been possible without the constant guidance and motivation of my
supervisor, Professor Ashis Sengupta. He has been the source and inspiration of my work. Words cannot
express my gratitude for Mrs. Mitra Sengupta, my beloved ma’am, who like a mother knew just when to pat
my back and when to draw the strings. She has been my guiding star. I express my profound gratitude to the
faculty members of the Department of English, University of North Bengal: Dr. Ranjan Ghosh, Dr.
Chandanashish Laha, Mr. Bishnupada Ray -- who have been my academic gurus ever since my initiation

into the world of literature and English studies.

I extend a note of thanks to the members of the PhD Cell, University of North Bengal, for the

support provided in terms of information and logistics.

I would fail in my duty if I did not acknowledge the support received from two of my colleagues --

Dr. Jayjit Sarkar and Dr. Pinaki Ranjan Das, who have helped me at the crucial stages of my project.
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Last but not the least, I thank my family members: my parents, Mr. Sibabrata Roy and Mrs. Swapna
Roy; my uncle Dr. Subrata Sanyal and my aunt Mrs. Ananya Sanyal; and my husband Mr. Sandip Kumar
Saha for their unending support and motivation. It is for their belief and conviction that the work stands

completed today.



