
ACkNOwLEDgEmENTS 

There is a contribution of many individuals and institutions to fulfill my journey. I am grateful to 

all of my well-wishers who stood by me through various stages of my thesis writing. This thesis 

would not have been possible without the guidance and encouragement of my supervisor Prof. 

Maitrayee Choudhury. She supports me from the day one even when the idea of my topic was 

germinating in one of our discussion. Thank you so much for your faith on me. 

I am thankful for the support extended to me from my college authority (governing body members, 

principal), my dear colleagues and students. My co-researchers/friends are also helped me greatly 

in many ways. I am very thankful to them for the nice time we have shared, your friendship and 

care at any time. Thank you Prof. Swatasidha Sarkar for your generous support, feedback of my 

work, especially the theoretical section. I am heart fully indebted to all the faculty members of the 

Centre of Himalayan Study for their motivation and encouragement to accomplished my thesis. 

At field, I thank different administrative personnel (Department of Economics, Statistics, 

Monitoring and Evaluation, Labour Office, Gangtok, Sikkim) for being very supportive and 

understanding. Special thanks for Mr. Bhumi (Ward Councilor, Singtam), Mr. Raju (Field Officer 

NPO, Singtam) and other official personnel at Nagar Panchayat Office (Singtam). I am also 

grateful to Pinku Kumar Prasad (Ward Councilor, Rangpo), Ms. Renuka Mishra (Municipal 

Assistant) for the cooperation and help to collect my primary data base. I profoundly express my 

heartfelt gratitude to all my migrant respondents of Rangpo and Singtam towns. Their immense 

cooperation had helped me to complete this thesis. I am also willing to extend my gratitude towards 

all the local respondents for their faithful cooperation. Thank you Mr. Sourav Kundu for your all 

time guidance, patient advice during the use of Map-info and Arc-Gis software. Thank you 

Amlan K. Roy for your enduring suggestions and cooperation. 

I am grateful to my family for always believing and supporting me. I want to thank my daughter, 

husband, mother, mother-in-law and siblings for their continuous support, love and faith to 

complete my thesis. 

Soumya Mitra 

North Bengal University, 3rd December, 2019. 
 
 

viii 
 


