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Mr. Chancellor, Mr.” Vice~Chancellor, distinguished

auests and axsembled friends, I am grateful to thes North Bengal

University for inviting me to be the Chief Guest for its Annual

’ cenvocatipn this Year; My emotions are however somewhat mixed.
The Annual Convocation is a special day for the Univérsity: it is
2 special day particularly for those who have passed out and will

degrees and awarde ' frem the Univerglty: ns

rccniva thair

_cv-rybody knows, the traditlon is to call in an elderly

individual to give an address on the occasion as Chief Guest .
'insiahtful novel on man’s

]

"European writer had once wrltton an
fate, It s my fute to be trapped by the University for this
talk this yesar, and it would have been socially immoral on my

. part to run awcy from the assignment. 8ut a problem ramains. I

. ﬁ[ﬂ-.ﬂ?fuuﬁﬁ“!l ;ﬂlrmgg!”or rguwgua 4 nngonvocag!lolllt.:‘ddr ;eses ! Iaro

gonorallr responsible for. *herb is also the problem of

separating the wheat of relevance from the chaff of what can be’
desoribed as ‘acadenic small talk. A further difficulty is set by
the fact that many of the young poople who are leaving the
Vuniveralty on receiving their degrees and are present here “today
may now have other things in their mind rather than issues which
directly involve this University.

2, At the rimk of aggravating their sense of boredom, I have
nonetheless decided to talk in the mannsr of a supeTnuUmerary

idealist. I would ‘like to discuss what, in my view, should be

the principal areas of'concéfn and interest for the academic
community such ss ie constituted by. the North Bengal University.

‘AN institution such aa thia zs. after all, a contznuum,_~§;udgnxsp_-_



“flow in and flow out: a certain degrse of turnover also marks the
wlLlc_ de. sl

[TYTLILT uo.anﬁ;h arnd  sehev  JUulf  webuvialed

aociqty’s demands and aspirations vis-a-vis a university do not

_become defunct at any polnt. These urges do pet altered or

modulated through the seasons ; a university, if it is to live up

to-lts name, has to cope with the nuance of these changes. To

.discuas ‘the agenda for a unlversity ;gﬂv:heraforp~ never an
irrelevance. And I hope what I have to say over the ﬁoxt half

hour or thersaboute will not be regarded as such.

3, A university, let us agree, ls an arena where question§

relating to the universe, and beyond, are raised.  In the
ambience of a university, the mind is fres to roam and soar. No
mnaiiry is taboo, no subSect e beyord tho ambit of. search,

nnquiry. nxpldrnfinn. analyesis. This ie ax it should bo, for the

pursuit of knowledge can have no frontiers. Such is the message

conveyed by & university. Discipline is involved in this

Pursuit bocnuso no quest can be meanxncful without tho rigour of

both thought. and praxxs. Whether a poet or a mathomatician, a

iawlvmr rlyviviel vi & phllvouvwlien; woie (v VI sHe O @ave Tudi

expression to his or her creative genius, he-or she must agree to

be bound by a core of grammar. This grammar attaches as much to

the arts as to science and ‘technology. Even if one were

determined to circumvent old confines and break new ground in

one’s sphere of creativity, a cod&’of grammar would mstill prove

immensely useful. It would be useful sven for breaching this

grammar. A unlvirsity imparts this discipline. It -teachss us

how to combino methodology with the untrammslled expanse of both

the intellect and the imagination. o '




4. 1 know this Ldealisﬁlc doacription will, in the present

woamuuy  Lrwike. if nnt derisien, at least an amused sense of
'diabol;ef. A university ls now hemmed in in its dazly

porlnbulationa by the harshness of sociat, peiltical,and econonic

vealities. 1t has to operate w%thin tho— confines of & monetary

and financial framework and WOTTY cgnstantly _about funds and

" regources. 1t has to cater to the lmmediate requirements . of the

rnmmunlty,-'lnd Lt cannot -afford to - remain unr.sponsivo to

—rocional issues and clamours. ' whethor e ~11K& AT OF 1we; @

university has therefore to reduce iteelf thesn days to @&

compromise. . It has to organise’ the search For new kncwiedao it

han to impurt the knowlodgo that is already established. But the

knowledge and the learning have to be fitted into the

straitjacket of pro-dotgrminod T courses and. syllabi. Not all

sub;ects hold equal fascination for all universities. 1n any

evant, given the limited availhbility of resourcos. a universitv

has to pick and chooze. True, some univornxties follow the ™ 1Sne
of least resistance and cater to = wide uumbtw of discipline® nnd
branches of learning. They nonothcless cannot defy the

i lylditive which survival within a glven 'Finunf‘ill ‘tynfﬁ-m makﬂa

inevitable.- _The outcome is that they spread their resources

thinly over a vast expanse -of = subjects, -s0 much so that

prncbically all the disciplines suffer.

5. These are the datum of existence of any university, and

I dare say. even of the North Bengal university. I will no

dwell ‘on  them at any length because you aro-familiar with thei
textirs and tonality. ould rathcr specuxnte, — somewn i

N T —



-nearly Perched op the slopes of the Sreat Himalayas. could
concentrate upan, Glvon pmy vory limieey Acquaintancy with the

ativitiee of thio»uhiuoroitw, Perhang 1 weuld Lo oreahiiny LuLl,

e, Before 1 Proceed further, I-have to onter 4 Cavear, rpe

social Pressure to ddplicata Courses Pursued ;, . other .

in - different &reas of arts, sciences and teehnology. for

differont oroups ang tlasses, It is howevar a Quest iom of

Rorting oy nr,inriH-p this T eay dsapip, " amal eesy U Lhe
poriictenco of intense r§910n11 emotionsg involviho the fulfllmont
or'othetyico of academjc aspxrgtione. But Perhapg what the

- Te9ion woylg lose, in the short ryp, if, on account of. « s

Paucity of fﬂﬂd&,'thlo University 1s com-os..



*

pursuit of a particular course, would be more than compensated b&‘

the bhenomenon_of its pioneering advanced studies in a number -of

- new directions.

7. I am merely thinking aloud. I would suggest with some

deference that the North Bengai'UnlvorsitY,.aivon its proximity

to the north-eastern-region, could fruitfully develosr' a whole

field of studies on the history, the geography, the sociology,

the economics and bio-diversities.of the States khown as the

Seven Sisters. I am not of course ignorant of the fact that &
North-Eastern Rogional University very much exists in shillong,
“and has' been in exlatenco for decades; it should bo the natural

habitat for the kind Sf studies I have in mind. But

supplomentation in this area can do Llittle harm, It is not

“totally unreasonable to speculate that, given the specific

location of the North Bengal University, geographically mot too

far from the Seven sisters, and vet not within {t, ocould permit

it to import in thess studles a sense of detachment, and what is

often described as the scientific temper, and all this without

shedding a sense of fnvolvement either. The north-eastern States :

are an"lqtogral part of India, but a much-neglected part, and &’

much-misunderstood part as well. The pride and dignity of
ethnicity  is an issue which constitutes the centrepiece of human
passion; it is aleo & prime impulse behind the creativity in man.
In.a different context, we call the latter attribute by t;e more

- grandiose composite name of patriotism.
8. : I could not be more categorical hor- Unloae we learn te

_vespect and saluto thc patriotlam omboddod in tho ethos of the



__athnic groups inhabiting the north-sastern region, we would be

to cope with the problems which underlie the roots of the
" vielence-filled

ﬁunablo
;fbrobloms currently bedevilling the region.

/tension has been the acutest fact in the north-eastern States for

 tha past ‘several years. We owo it to ourcolves to go-to the

— Lal 1 "‘_\ o luwwlvol. Tlide wnivmi @dbs wheuld be

well-sauipped fdr\\tho'taok through organizing research work and

introducing courses covering the epootrum of the probleme.
9. Let me’ now cross over to a thomo which is even closer to

Kome . The Nor:h Bongal universtty. I am aware, has initla%od a
: nﬂﬁbsw of ?esonrch activities bolOﬂﬁlﬂQ to the genre that has’
. come to be describod as Hlm-lavnn studies. Such studies should

ju.tifilblv plaee»apecial stress on the problems rearing their

head, in and around DarJeellng. “related to the weal and welfare
of the proud communlties - Napalis and others -~ who ars the

native citizenry of the district. Here too, deep and complex

tasues of ethnicity demand attention, and cannot of course be™
brushed aside. Rather, such issues shoq}# be studied both
As in the case of the north-eastarn

exténaxvély and in depth.
: region, the people of the district of Darigsfihc too have their
distinct norsona. This persona has a history. This history is
full nf . nlnrimm arhimemanta  énd thia desrrves rennanitinn AN
difforontiatod history. India {s a oreat tapestry where
different culturon. languages and ethnicitles are supposad to
blond Into one another. It doss not howevst oftén happen that ‘

way. -Those of us who come from the plains often tend to tako

thinqs for granted. and to take even poopla from ofher cultures
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for granted. We aleo have the tendency to ﬁssumcﬂthat‘whenbv;h
7 an issue of confliot or & confliot of vlow arigses, it ig thésa
arrcyod across the fence from us are more responsible for th‘
rocultlna misunderstanding than we ourselves are. we have, I am
afraid, to shed this mental hang-up. Perhape no attributes serve
e human being b.etir than humility. ae conctituente of tho groat
Indzan nation. we have to learn to be humble. It is this
humility which will hasten the process of integratlon. and in the
abconco of uhlch we will eontinue to be & nation lagging far
--behind the point where its creativo potential could be realised
in full. The North Bengal Univorcxty could help thla national
'ondoavour by diuoouras!na the 1nh1b£tlons in the choice of
- academic ontributions organisad in the aphare.
10., $Should not this University. aspire even further ? Leave
. -out China, our great neighbour in: the north, of which we know so
little. To set wp a full-fledsod Centre of Chinese Studies might
. be beyond the eapabllltr of this -university given the limited
" resources it commands. But I would also dearly love to see this

o

. University established as a focal boint for dﬂfa’]nd mtidise  and
invostlgatlonc into hitherto untrodden areas of study concerning

our other honoured neighbours. such as Nepal and Bhutan.
" Socio~political developments of the highest significance have ,
for incttncc. tlkon place in Nepal in very recent times. These
dovolopmontp ‘are bound to pPropel themselves into a major
dynamics. There are aeveral questions Indian citizens, given the
‘experience of thoir own country, would like to ralise the moment
Nepal s referred to; they might conceivably sven sbqrcﬁ answers

for their natlonal:qucstc from Nepai's hictory. eociqlogx}kf
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.jpolitical Processes. For example,” how is it that in Nepal, uhere
the stratification of social classes is

// the rmalitiea nhtaining in the Indian Clakss ¢f Diha: aid ULLa

- ‘Pradesh, and from which she {s divided by only a vaguely etched

-bbfaer. has had & political develution 80 _spectacularly distinct

not much different from

‘and qualitatively different ? Caste alignments have come to
- dominate the' Political agenda ir the two Indian States I have

'Just mentioned. Despite wideapread landleasness, illiteracy and

social oppressicn, the oconomic clagmes in the lower ‘echelons are
“Yet unable to articulate themselves; it is the soclal friction

botuecn castes which continues to define the landscape. on. the

~ other . hand,. only fifty or a hundred miles away across in the
': north, in Nepal, castes have seemingly brokon into class and the
‘political coordinates have designe * thomcelvoc ina manner which
bears no resemblance to the nittygritty of southern realities. A
univergity is a olane whara one oboeruce, etudies, analyows,
icolttec the genuine icsuec from the ersatz ones, and. urrivaa at
concluslonc one- can roly upon. How fuch I wich 4 .centre would
~ come up and  flourish within the precincts of the North Bengal
Univergity where the study of -the Neplli language will be
accompanied by a wide variety of other related studies, covaring
facets of the country’s diverse problcms Such studies ghould
inv:gerate the university, and genérate large-scale interest in
its activities. even outside the country. The studies would, I
uxpect throw frech light on Nepul's Tealities, but would in turn
also help us undorctand bettor the morphology of the problems

emorging in some parts of our owh country .



S 11, Lot me nNOW mantinn anmther of my met senee: ne. - We Kow

that the district of Darjeeling, and in fact. several other parts
of tho tora; from . Himachal Pradesh downwards, have been the
victxm of severe onvironmontal exploitation over the decades.

Hlndless deforestation has done havoc to the aeoarnphr and
ecology, not just of Darjeeling but of the proxlm‘te areas as
‘Wwell. The northorn districts of West Bengal, Aalong with the %.st
of cruciql funds for industrial and économic growth. That ha;
' §§en a handicap. which has to be got rid of through diverse
‘endeavours.. But a more daunéing task is to mobilise awareness
against the conspiracy to spoll the: onvironmontal esquilibrium of
this ‘excruciatingly beautiful region; Baeic - research into the

probloma relating to biodivereities ‘and onvircnmontal pollution,

ressunrvwte whivhi wuuly combine - the pPUrsuit of thoorgticql

constructs with resolution of practlonl issuoa. should have a

natural habitat in this university. I weuld hope  that the

univer:lty__authoritios' can impress both the Univeraity Grantcgw

Commieaion and tho State govcrnment on the siqnifieancc of such a

pivotal area of academic activity. . _

.12, . ' But, then; should I forget - some. of the other,

oharaetoristica of the hintorland of where the North Bengal
univoraxty is situated ? This hinterland has not Jjust tha

mountain ranges, but also the plains. Let me repeat what I said
& _while ago, no two universities n‘od be alike or provlde the

same menu. Given. .its natural onvxronm-nt thls university, 1

would have no hesitation in suggesting, should have courses of
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studv which have a nexus with horticulture and the plantation

: induatrie;. Horticulture as an applied science offers its oun

challenges. while this univeraity "does not specilize in

agriculture, it ghould be escy for 1t to gather a gYoup of

w why uuuld Fcrm a dsvoted team and by

scientists and tochiwlogivl
their contributlons spread tho mossage of horticulture as a major -

ﬂnnnnmir artivity fn the nai nhhmiirhnnd Yhe sas mlanspaizss

perhape of fer an wvon 9roatar challaﬂaa. o8 Waé once one of the

country’s largoct provider of anployment As well .a, foreign

sxchange savnor. But iL is facing probloms in recent times. The

“effective closura of the East European mar ket and develeping
competition from sri Lanka and East Africa  have created
diff&qult&es for the industry which in turn have a caet shadow
L ﬁ bht taonomlo proupeots of North Bengal and Assam. Thie

univoreity will not be considered auiltv of doing thinga whieh do -

not belong to its sphere 1f it could develor 2 vertical chain of
regular syllabi and roscﬁrch gtudies of an integrated naturo.
covoring the facets of toa-rniuina. tea processing and the .

“trading and mnrkotinq of the bavarage .
13, Would you kindly permit me to stvay to a cognate area ?

The Darjeeline distriot and the outlying areas have & history of
labour mobilisation which goes back to the pre- xndependuuou days.

" The exploitation of man by man has in any goclety acute economic

ard pelitisnl Imalicarinne which hain o neesidisien of ot e
Such axploitation also involves problems of asthetice too. . Our
sense of saymmetry ought to be daoply offanded by the swectacle of

gohe human beings supprcsuxny and oppressing some other human
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//bninyn. Twe pavallal labsur mevemente have fillod to tho brim

social hi.torv of the dlatrlct of: DarJeellng continuously for lt
‘least the past halt a century, Theae are, tirst, tha
‘mobilisation of tea garden . labour against ths outrages.

_Perpetrated by~ dnfeelina employo?i. “and, -second, the heroic

“struggle doun in the plains launched by share croppers and the3

' -1undlocs ones against the depredations unloashed by . the

propartisd classes., - This histoty iz replete with maanificent’

tales of sacrifice on the mart of memhura of the teiling alacaes’

“and nhould offer lessone in workxnc clazs mobilismation from which

inepiration can be drawn by sutcessive generations. At this

wume by 2 lwsuw wabios sl € el Whila hn:-.‘-i‘ulnﬁﬁfp aliduld  Raw 486
: P

as
include compendia of oral history contributed by political and

a store house. of such narrations, which could perhaps also

mocial activiste whe might not have the baekarouﬂd of wielding a

facila pen. ) o
14. A8 you cdn see, I have taken the liberty of this occasion

“"to ramble from theme to. thems. Oespite the fact that this

university has existed for three decades or thereabouts, I still
‘consider {t to have not quite emerged out its nascent stage. It
iz bound Lo growi it has to be helped to arow. It has to pick
andvohoaae botwoon areoae of study:and regesarch. All that I have
baen doino ig to indicate somo significant dirnotlnnm alang whimh

this unlveralty mlaht travel. and for which wsociety would feel

deeply crateful to it.

18 The other =-- and overwhelming -- ground reality will

‘however continue to demand attention from all of ue. O

university ' (s a seat of learning., a seat of advanced learning, |



and  yeL Qq know whatever resources are allotted to it have to be

at the expenge of allocations elsewhere, including for mase
litértcy and -elementary oducaﬁion." The allotment for higher

oducation could, in certain instances, also actually be ‘at the

ekponse of socially necessary. expenditure in such spheres as

;ubllc health and nutrition programmes. There is aluays a
problem of selecting and disearding in such situations. In a
Pevr vountry thie probl;ﬁ_ﬂof choice cannot be categorically
resolved :ﬂ what economists aall a socisl proforcmea funstiun
would need to be deﬁlovod. A country le peof becnuse»it does not
‘Possess the remources for development; it does not possass

ces adequate for educational development elther, and thers

B constant tussle for obtuining’funde for higher education or
' sacondary education- or- przhary oducation or for women’s and.
children’s health procrammo and io oni the parties engaged in the

tussle could be sincerest gpecien And, hapfat fn tha marn  ama e
thoy may all be clueless’ aTOUT What is the most just ~allocation

b-tueen competing demands. ‘
16, This is the problemstic which is econtral to all our
debates and discussions. The debates will continue to rage and
‘allocqtlaﬁ: will always be less than antimum from éhe point of
view of a or b or ¢ or whosver is around with qbcause_;o PUTBUE.
all I would, with humility, suggest to the students who are
AR¥Rino out today and studwuls who will continue to Pass through
Lha portals of thie university is that while they might feel
efaally dlesatisfied with what this univeoreity has P able to
Vt;§ﬂ§§i te them, thoro are millionc ~and millfons of hapless

Py
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¢hildren in‘“thls oountry who are' infinitely less fortunate than
" they themselves are, and for whom society. is ~able to provide
ﬁothlng uﬁ all. -Perhaps this dichotomy is in a way the gravest
problom tho Indian Pulity will have to face and try to resolve
through the next few decadus. . The issues in fact are growing
complex with every dagL‘ Even the cultural and moral ambience Iis
now rudely disturbed. ~ Thanks to liberalisation, our younger
wouwi allois are boui:cnoa by the dlzzlo of & consumerist world
. that is being endlesely mirrored to thew. But being a poor
-natlon, we aro not in nAposltion to cater across-the-board to
such eonsumerlct desires. Only a minority in the community can
enjoy the good things of life advertised thr&uch satellite
television channels; the rest of the countrymen are beyond its
pale. uhug has emerged therefore is a two-track nation, Jjust as

we have a tﬁofofémultiple-track oducational‘appnratu-. Cah such

an arrangement last ? Or will such an arrangement have only a

fitful- mqéglnal ~existence, that is to say, will it be riven by
continuous social tension 7 Aand  can we extricate our
universities from the 6:§£t of this tensfcn? The task would, on
‘the face of it, seem to be inordinately difficult. )
7. Thoreforc the residue of what I have to say to our
students assembled ~in the gathering and also to the fnculty is
straightforward. We are dissatisfied with the resources that are
made available to us, but perhaps things ocould be much  worse,

things could yet turn to be much worse, give or take a certain

liuterval of time. To tace & very grave, tricky situation that .

hisht vet emerge, we would need intense toughness of the mind and

4 strong moral fabric. A naticn can survive if it is without
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viu&ble material means and resources, &3 long as it can still

mirchnll this moral strength.

thnt 4t will help us to racharge our intellectual “battery and

" Induct us into & moral climato: you ne

pursuits wuch as e univercily epecialises in; nothing could be

more dangorouo than fate physics ar dubious economic analysis.

18. I bes your forgiveness if you think that I have little

business to end this peroratfon with a homily of this kind. I am

'Avery much a part of the system responsible for the milicu which

ahapaa and onelrcloo us; if I have talked impertinently, it is-

because T nanno& Qooqpo the burden of a guilty conscience.

I thank you.

We ‘po to a university in the hope'"

eod honesty for intollectuul_v





