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Mr. Vice~Chancellor, Dr.. G.Ram Reddy," Chalrman
of the University Grants Commission, members of the

authorities of tae University, -reciplents of degrees,

diplomas and prizes, ladies and gentlemens

I have great pleasure in extending a very warm-
~welc:>me to tne Chief Guest Dr. ‘G.Ran Reddy. An eminent
scholar with Vast experlence of the affairs of UniverSJ.-
ties in Ind:.a and abroad and a pioneer.of distant
education, he is specially welcome to this Convocation.
He had a very busy programme and many engagements, but he
took the 'trou_ble of finding the time to.come and visit
use On bshalf of ' the University I wish to thank him
profusely for the trouble he has undertaken. I an
grateful to him for his learned ag_ld thought-provokin_g
address shich, I am sure, will in..;‘;pire.. the graduates

of the year.
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2, . - Froam the dddregs of the Vice~Chancellor you have
' learnet ebaut the provrese which the University has made
inspite of the severe crunch of resources. I would like
%o thank the Vice~Chancellor and his colleagues for the

manner in which they have maintained the progress of the

University inspite of the shortage of funds.

3. While referring to the shortege‘of resources I anm .
not complaining to the UGd for its inability to give
generous grants to the Universities. The resources placed
at the disposal of the UGC by the Government ape inadequate
to meet the requlrements of g developing society, Our
Constitution imposes on the State the obligation to provide
‘equality of educational opportunity to the citizens of the
cauntry. The caacept of equality of opportunity makes it
very clear that the Stete ‘should not and cannot discriminate
between young men and women whose Parents can affdrd to pay
nigh fees and those who cannot raise enaugh resources,
Tnerefore, merely ralsing tuition and other fees will not
salve the’ probleme of hivher education. 4 proper strategy

of expansion of hi:aer education has to be worked out,

4, In the context of West Bengal, we must take .
appropriate steps in g phased manner to delink higher
Secondary Classes from Colleges. Where nhecessary the
facilities of the College may continue to be used for a
strictiy iimited period by the students and teachers of
the Higher Secondary -8ection., But orvenisationally a
separation should take place ags quickly as possible and

natural vacancies occurring in the staff shouid be filled
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up by persons who will be teaching exclusively college

classes or the Higher Secondarj Classes.

5. If the Higher Secondary Classes are separabed

1% ‘would be»found that a large number of Colleges would
cease to be viable. 'Efforts should, therefore, be made

td combine together wherever feasible non-viable colleges
so that they cease to be hon;viable. This may ceuse a
little hardship but if the issues.are explained to teachers,
students and their guardians, I have every'hépe that their

cooperation can be secured.

6. ' There are too many collegées which are teaching
purely arts subjects. . Consequently, there is a glut of
arts graduates in the employment market.’ There is a
glaring inadeqqacy of science teachers especially of
Physics, Chemistry and Mathematlcs, If the country is
to move forward we need wany more persons with appfoprlété
qualifications in phyéical sciences, ‘The situation is
not toobbad in respect of natural sclence subjecﬁs; but
those who lg‘re, studying Life Sciences at the B.Sc. or !
B.Sc.(Hons.) levels do not have adequatevtraining to. go in-
for various professions which are suffering from.a déarth
of traihed‘manpawgr. ‘Our country is going in for advanced
electronics iﬁstrdmentation but-we do not have a'large' :
ehough reserve of manpower which can properly maintain
sophisticated instruments and apparatuses. .A_caréfully
worked ouf palicy of vocationalisation shéuld have an

© inbuilt evaluation mechanism which may ensure that the
training needs are donsténtly updated and the educational
institutions are not saddled with equipments which soon
become out of date.
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?' . .. Apart from electronic instruments and machinery

we have to trqin many more persons 1n modern Information
mechonalogy, Training in mass comnunication depends heavily
on infornetics."ln the same way modern business practices,
specially Banking and International Trade, require persons
who are reslly qualified to handle modern Information

Technology.

8, -As”our economyqis moving 1n_£né direction of
‘globalisation we have to find our.own technelogy ofw
production which will not_only~be cost effedti&e in
satisfying domestic needs and requirements but would also
enable the country to export more, maintaining high level
of quallty and a price level vhich is competitive. This
reqdires research support of the nighest order.' No R & D
effort-of the country will strengthen its production base
if the Universities are not enabled to traln young people

'adequately and help them to Learn techniques of e
research, I’do hope that industries would give generous
support to the Universlties to build up their sohools af
basic research. But our industrial base is so small that
the State will have to:eccspt the responsibility for

supporting the research programme of the Unive;sity.

8 4 very large number of our graduates and
professions are flndlng employment in different devel:ping
countries as wéll as in highly advanced countrles. Many
of these persons send money -0 their friends and relatives
which helps us to ‘iaprove our fqreign‘exehange'position.
Indians who have established themselves successfully

abroad are being invited more directly to contribute to
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the industrial developaent of the couhtry'as NRIs. 4 lang
range view, fherefore, makes it clear that these programmes
of economic dévelopment are dependent on the quality of
their training, education and research which Universities

provide to young men and women,

10. The highly qualified gréduates are human resources
which are of inestimable importance. I hope every effort
will be made %0 sustain the quality of education and to
improve it so ‘that not only individuals may benefit but

the country goes forward.

1l1. _To those who have recelved degrees, diplomas
and prizes I offer my sincere éongratulations and all
good wishes for a fruitful céreer in the near fﬁture.
Let them bring credit to their families, to thelr alma «.

mater and to the nation.

Jal Hind.





