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a1s,-the, University has awarded research degrees
huridred and fifty students in different fields of
an'’- seventy: ‘thousand- students “have " tecéived’
their first; «degree..and:: more. than:six thousarid: of students. their
master degree from the University. - :

. This University. was established with 4 certain idea in view.
Dr.- Bidhan, Ch;qnqra:,,qu,_"'th,g';‘greq,,:;v{sionar}g ightly thought -
that this obscure region . of ‘the Country needed.: a centre of
'educ'atiqn and .leatning that would stand for huma‘hism,,tole-
_fance, reason and truth. For, the very genesis of the population
“of the region 5ecause of its composite character was in the
need “of an _instituion ‘like, this and the University, | am proud~
to say, has discharged its duties well .and. it has helped the
people of the region, in its onward march towards ever _higher
Objectives. It can legitimately claim that it has been with the .
Nation and the people, Peoples of diverse culture of different
customs, manners, religions and traditions, speaking different
languages hav'ef‘found‘a"Con]mon Nest' in this. University. The
rythm of the hills, the.thyms of the plain and the sweet melody
- of the flute of those.who have sung the song of Nature since
earlier times, have formed into an orchestra of national unity
and integrity. The academic programme of the University or
the peaceful life on the Campus has not been told upon in’ spite
of .occasional disturbances on the hills or on the plain. The
~ University, on the contrary, has always helped, in its own way
difuse the problems of the region and it is happy that the
 problems of the hills have been so honourably settled.

- -Convocation -is .a great ceremony for a University and its
Community. - For students, it is an occasion of joy.since it
- marks the]culm‘inaticn of a successful academic career ;- the
~ teachersi feel happy to see that a fresh -batch .-of - their-. pupils-is
ready to' carry the torch. of the light that they ‘have so fondly
kindled for long. . The non-teaching employees, too, - have.
_reasons to-be proud to- note ‘that ‘they also have contributed .
lowards the nurturing of the young plants-in- the garden of the
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University that are about to hlossom into so many, flowers of
fragrance.. ' ' S W

degree, 13 ‘of them in Arts and 8 in SclenCe v congratd!ate
them all-and wish:

falled to meet the demands of a secular democratlc -8 sty
steady erosion_ of faith .and conwctlon that can sustam these
two somal values |s a matter of ssrmus cqnoernw

infiocent - lives.. l urge upon
these forces of ewl
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A. FACULTY OF SCIENCE
1. - Department of Physics :’ ,

| The Post-graduate coutses have been redesigned and expan-
ded in the directions of Plasma Physics and Particle Physics to
meet the demands of sp?ci‘a'lisation of students in the North-

East Zone.

-The continuing . research efforts by the Department have led
to launching.new - programmes . in the. areas -of liquid crystals;
. superconductivity and . High 'Energy Cosmic Ray Physics with
assistance - from. the University Grants Commission - and: the
Department of Atomic Energy. The Regional Research Faculty in
High Energy Cosmic Ray Physics, sanctioned by the University
Grants Commission, is - under active consideration of the State
Government, . g ' »

2. Department of Chemistry :

It “is one of the lgrgest teaching departments of the‘Univer’-
sity. . Inthe field of research also, the department has:its own
contribution, During~ the" last’ one year, fifteen-research papers
have - been published by -the members ' of this Department and
three scholars have been:admitted to the Ph. D, degree of this
University. ‘Some new. DST.and CSIR research projects
have been approved by the concerned authorities and work
thereon is in progress. . Two students' from this. Department
have qualified in-the NET conducted by the University  Grants
Commission. and the CSIR... .~ . ' :

3.: Department of GeographVJ&Applied ‘Geography :
“'During the last one year, the ‘Department of Geography and
Applied Geography keeping in line w ith its past achievements,
has made’ considerable progress in environmental studies, human
and population geography.- The areas of ‘research include urban
geography and regional planning. The Department has been
running research schemes:sponsored by University Grants Coms
ssion,- Department of Environment. and the State’ Government,



ts‘wsponsored by ICMT
'Grants C_mmusmon :
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' ssor system for teachers, ' Research fellows and techmcai staff
from the scrence Departments of the Umversrty

B. ’EACULT\:&Y‘GF ARTS ;AND.COMMERCE :
1. Depattment of Bengali.: : %

' "The areas of study undertaken by the Departmem of Bengalr
are Modern Bengali Litetature and - Comparative Studies iri the
" field of “Languag#é and L:terature Dunng the last one year, the
Department orgarnised two seminars, one ‘on-Mohitlal Mazumder
and the other one on Jatindranath Sengupta.

2. Department of English :

The Department of Enghsh has undertaken study and rese-
arch in . Modern Novels, Lrterary Criticism, American Literaturs,
Marxist Study of Litetature, European Poetry and Drama. During
‘the last'one year, two seminars of importance were held.

3. Department of Nepah

It is the only Department of its kind in the Country and it is

) worklng on Llngurstlcs, Folk Literature and Theory of Literature.

"It has been working on a UGC sponsored Trrlrngual chﬂonaryr
Project (Nepalr-BengaIr Hmdr)

'S Department of History

The . Department of Hrstory is ‘engaged in the study and
research on Modern Indlan History, History ‘of Political Thouqht
and the Hlstory of Political Movement. Duting the last one
year, some seminars weré held ‘and some scholars from outside
delivered Iectures on different_tqpics of research,

5 Department of Economlcs ;

The Department specralrses in the freld study and research
“on the reglons ‘atound ‘the University, problems relating to the
- ‘northern region of the State of West Bengal, Nepal and Bhutan
and decentralised rural plarining.  During the last one-yeat, the
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eighth -All- Bengal. Econi Conference was held - under the
auspices of the Departme eseaich
~was:published .by. th
bers-of the, |
Universities.,

¢.x..-The “main, focus of lhe Department of Phrlosophy rs off -
contemporary lndran Thought Phrlosophy of Socral Scrences
-Philosophy of Arts and:the Phrlosophy of Scrence . Philosophy
of Religion and Culture, too, is duly emphasrsed upon,..- During
the last one:year a number of seminars  and conferences on
drfferent aspects of Phrlosophy ‘was held’ and’ oheof the: ‘§eminars-
ANES: an Tradrtren and. Revolutron in: th perspective on the rdeas

of our socrety These pro;ects are spOnsored . by the Umversny
. Grants Commrssron A S L orl 'C. M. R.. Five such projects .
have been completed durmg the year whrle srx are under
) progress -

-8 Department of Polrtrcal Scrence' 7

- The Departinent of - ‘Political" Science ' lays emphasrs on the
study and résearch” on such problems s Have relevance to this -
_region, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh.’ Durmg the-last one year,
the Department orgamsed a UGC: Sponsored -advanced level

~ workshop on - Research’ Methodology for the Eastern Zone for
twenty-one days.. Some: specral lectures were’ also delrvered by'
persons frot uitside, Ll sl
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9. Department of. Commerce

+Duringthe:last one year; the Departm cf Commerce held?
three ‘départmental “seminars; and: orgdmsed §ix’ spemal lecttires::
The Departmeént -has laid - emphasis 'on ~the financial aSpects ‘of
vatious economic activities of thls reglon both at the macro and
mscro levels N . 35

;.; Durrng the last one year the Centre -‘fer Hlmalayan Studles
held one two-day, natlonal seminar’ on ;rohlems and Strategies:
of Development in the Eastern Hlmalayas and orgamsed two
speclal lectures. . The first batch . of five students completed the
one-year cer,tmcate “course “in: Tibetan -Language. The second

"issue' of the Himalayan Miscellany—a journal published by the

- Centre was: released and' one occa"sional paper was also
publlshed S LA

C UNIVERSITY LAW COLLEGE

. Durmg the last one year the College organlsed a seminar
and held .a:debate competmen g

D ADULT EDUCATION & EXTENSION PROGRAMME

-z Fhissprogramme
gu'iclelines ofthie UGE: =2
60 are located in the Hill

is unmng smce thet year 1987 under the
re: Ocentres of+ wmch

weld

: E EXAMINATION REFORMS

The University has appointed a cominittde for ‘thie putpose of
Examination Reforms and the recommendationsof! the sald
committee are undeér consideration.:::New" ‘Ordinances on. Exami-

‘nation pattern have meanwhite: been: apptoved by the E. C.
wherein the Sgmester: system: hds :been! replaced by Annual
%: of thetotal marks: earmarked for

system of.Examination: with:4
* continuing Evalution.

" The Sports Board of the University organised a numbe ef;
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niversity ‘and' Inter-College

s+ The: Research Scholars too, have an assocr
organised many |ndoor games, and
and cncket matches

The culmmatrorr 0
observed in 1988 th

1) Men s Hostel
2) Womens Hostei

) Burldmg fer tne’Derparfme '
-+6)++.Extension of Life: Science by
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The plan and e,stimate about the rest are under preparation.

The Umversrty is also’ wamng for the sanctron of the follo-
wing burldrng prOJects ' 5

1) Extensron of ere Scrences Burldmg ( Part—|V)
--2). Extension of Humanijties Building ;
'3) Extension of Law College Building,; ( Part 1y

‘4) Constructron of Non-Teachrng Employees Quarters
. 5) Constructron of Audrtorrum \ : :

There are some prorects sanctloned under the Vlth plan and
these are: e

1) Health Centre Building R

2) Law College Building ; A e R

3) Extensron of Life Sciences Burldmg ( Part—ll );
4) ‘Himalayan Studies " Bu:ldrng, ‘ ‘

5)' Sociology Departmental Burldlng :

6) Political Science Departmental Bulldmg A
7) Guest-cum-Reading Rooms in Girls” Hostels.

I'am happy to say that work' on 'almost  all these projects
except that on the Himalayan Studies Building is in progress.
The plan and estimate for the Hlmalayan ‘Studies Burldlng is
“under preparatron : o : : c :

‘ In'additici'n to these, the eonstructio‘n of the first floor of the
Administrative Burldmgs financed by the . State’ Government
has started.. :

We have also received sanction from the. UGC forthe cons-
truction of Gymnasium: ahd...Swimming -Pool on 75% - 259
sharing basis and work on the projects will - start after the plan

" and estimate are _sanctioned by the: authorities concerned.

. Before we, . go in for the.Vlllth plan, we must get. the
projects.at our - hand completed ,So far as the VIllth plan_is
concerned, the Unrversrty will draw up its plan and programme :
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in due time. At the ‘moment, I think. while consolidating the
‘acadefiic ‘programmes.. already - running " in- ‘the University, we
ew disciplines both at the

“levels, | consider the
o be onhe of the most disti-
sity and | hope the UGC will
wth and development,

give a special attent

: In the fong run, 1 put on record the unstinted: help and "
' assistance from the teachers, students, officers and the non-tea -

' chi'ng‘émpro'_yees of the University and 1"am sure any institution
that has™ such nice people as its membeérs is destined to -
go ahead. LA ' ' (I

| conclude my speech with these words and’ | wish all
well-being to the Univetsity | have come to serve.

i




