
vii 

 

Acknowledgements 

First and foremost, I would like to extend my deepest feeling of gratitude and 

sincerest respect to my guide Dr. Snehasish Saha, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Geography & Applied Geography, University of North Bengal who with his in-depth 

knowledge and devoted guidance always helped me in every step of completing my 

research work. His sympathy, love, politeness and devotion to his own work attracted 

me throughout the journey of completing my work. I cannot express my own feeling 

of respect for him for his care, co-operation and trouble sharing etc. I am indebted by 

his extension of help and supervision in accomplishing my whole work. His co-

operations will always be a remembrance for me forever and ever. I shall remain 

grateful to him for his tolerance, empathy and encouragement without which I could 

not have completed my work.  Moreover, I pray all his mighty blessings forever and 

ever. During so many phases of hardships he has been always with me only to 

stabilize my mind morally sound and willful to look forward.   

I would like to take this opportunity to dedicate my research work to my respected 

parents Mr. Pradip Kumar Ghosh, Smt. Santa Ghosh, my adorable wife Smt. 

Anushree Kirtania (Ghosh) and to my late beloved grandmother Smt. Amita Mitra for 

all the supports, blessings and sacrifices they extended in accomplishing the research 

work.  

At the same time, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to Prof. Subir 

Sarkar, Head of the Department of Geography & Applied Geography, NBU for 

helping me in growing my subject knowledge and his entire support in reshaping and 

correcting my whole thesis. I need to express my sincerest respect to my beloved 

teachers Prof. Deepak Kumar Mandal, Prof. Ranjan Roy, Dr. Suman Sao, Dr. Sushma 

Rohatagi, Dr. Sudip Kumar Bhattacharya, Dr. Indira Lepcha (nee) Lama, Dr. 

Arindam Basak, Dr. Indrajit Roy Chowdhury, Dr. Rupak Kumar Paul and Dr. Riti 

Moktan without whose guidance and help, my thesis could have been incomplete. 

Grateful acknowledgements are also due to the entire family members of Dept. of 

Geography & Applied Geography. I also need to acknowledge Dr. Lakpa Tamang, 

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Calcutta University for his valuable advice 

in completing my research. I will remain grateful to Prof. Leszek Starkel and Dr. 

Powel Prokop of Polish academy of science for their great inspiring contribution to 

enrich the geography of piedmont zone of Darjeeling Himalaya. I cannot efface the 

memories of effulgent helps of Mr. Kunal Chakraborty, Mr. Baidurya Biswas, Mr. 

Ersad Ali, Mr. Arghadeep Bose, Mr. Shibsankar Mallick, Mr. Mihir kumar Roy, Dr. 

Dipayan Datta, Mr. Gopal Mandal, Mr. Tanmay Kirtania, Mr. Nolendu Roy and my 

beloved college teachers Dr. Bipul Ch. Sarkar and Mr. Manas Paul. I want also to be 

thankful to the Govt. departments like Geological survey of India, Survey of India, 

NBSS & LUP, NATMO (WB), Directorate of Agriculture and North Bengal Division 

(Jalpaiguri) officials who helped me in every occasion during my secondary data 

collection. I am equally indebted to the NBU library and staffs for their courageous 

way to help me in every occasion during library access. I am grateful to all concerns  



viii 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


