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CHAPTER – 4 

FACTORS CONTROLLING THE EDUCATION OF TRIBAL PEOPLE IN MALDA 
DISTRICT 

4.1 Introduction  

India is the second-largest tribal country in the world having 4.04 % of the world's tribal 

population. Based on the census of India in 2011, the Malda district has been ranked seventh 

among the tribal population in West Bengal. Indigenous peoples live separately in different 

parts of the Malda district. Their main source of livelihood is agriculture, fishery, forestry 

collection and physical labor, etc. 

Most indigenous people of Malda district are uneducated and low educated, but most of their 

income is spent on social and religious ceremonies. But they are very much accustomed to 

living in groups. They are separated from civilized and improved lifestyle, living in places like 

forests, plains, and hills. So, they are very different from Indian social life. After independence, 

the emphasis was given on expansion of education opportunities for the overall development 

of the people of these Scheduled Tribes communities and special arrangements were made for 

them in the Indian constitution (Bhattachaya, 2011). 

Since the independence of India in 1947 to the present time (2017), education and economics 

of underdeveloped people are changing gradually by various types of government planning and 

management. Although their previous condition was somewhat improved, but in the present 

time, underdeveloped communities still have not been into the mainstream. Many people of 

the Scheduled Tribes community are still deprived of education, as well as their economic 

infrastructure (Seth Kumar 2006). 

4.2 Factors Responsible for Non-Development in Tribal Education of Malda District 

The present chapter focuses on Factors Controlling the Education of Tribal People in Malda 

District since 2012-16. The different levels of educational problems of the ST population of 

the study area has been carried out from the field study, discussion with tribes and after 

intensive study of the similar works or the peripheral works done by the different researchers 

from different regions of India (Bhattacharya 2011, Bhuimali 2004, Chaturvedi 2007, 

Chaudhary 2012, Ghorai 2016, Haseena & Mohammed 2014, Lyndem & De 2004, Mandal & 

Bhattacharya 2017, Mandal & Bhattacharya 2018, Mandal 2018, Mandal & Bhattacharya 2019,  
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Mondal 1997, Raha & Coomar 1989, Roy 2008, Seth Kumar 2006, Shah & Shah 2000, 

Vaidyanathan & Nair 2001).     

Report of District Information System for Education (DISE), Sarva Shiksha  Mission (SSM) 

in Malda, All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) and  Gour Banga University (GBU) 

data regarding enrolment with percentage for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-

16 of the tribal people show very low rate of education in Pre-Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, 

Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education levels (UG, PG and Professional & 

Technical education) in comparison to other cast or non-tribal people. The reasons for the low 

rate of education of the tribal people at different education levels are discussed in detail below:   

4.2.1 Problems of ST Pre-primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education Levels 

4.2.1.1 Problems of ST Pre-Primary Education (Nursery, KG-I & KG-II)  

 

 

 Fig. 4.1 Pre-Primary, Primary & Upper Primary Education Status for Social Category in Malda District 

 (From 2012-16) 
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Pre-Primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education report for Enrolment in 
Social Category for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda 

District (in %)

General Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe Other Backward Class

Table 4.1 Pre-Primary (P-P), Primary (P) & Upper Primary (UP) Education report for Enrolment in the social category 
for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda District (in %).  
Category 2012 – 13 years 2013 – 14 years 2014 – 15 years 2015 – 16 years 

P- P P U P P- P P U P P-P P U P P- P P U P 
GEN 65.63 64.80 60.20 64.89 65.04 58.76 63.69 63.87 56.43 64.04 63.69 56.27 
SC 21.17 21.00 24.70 20.58 20.43 24.09 21.01 20.83 24.85 20.66 21.01 25.01 
ST 06.16 06.30 04.40 05.94 06.10 04.16 05.96 06.21 04.98 06.13 06.06 04.89 
OBC 07.04 07.90 10.70 08.59 08.43 12.99 09.34 09.09 13.74 09.17 09.24 13.83 
Source: DISE & SSM in Malda district, 2012-16.   
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Table 4.1 and Fig. 4.1 of the Pre-primary, Primary and Upper Primary education levels in 

Malda district from 2012 to 2016 reveal that indigenous people are lowest in education rates 

among all categories of the people starting from Pre-primary to Upper Primary. The reasons 

for this meager rate of education at primary levels are associated with the following reasons:  

i. Poverty of Parents 

Among the indigenous communities of the Malda district, one of the major problems for the 

development of pre-primary education is the poverty of indigenous parents (76. 77 percent 

BPL, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-16). Most of the pre-primary schools are 

established by private ownership, to earn profit where it is not possible for the downtrodden 

children of the poor tribal community to study because the cost of education there is very high. 

ii. Problems of Curriculum 

In the schools of indigenous areas of Malda district, there are very few opportunities for 

creative and playful learning as well as sports-oriented activities in the pre-primary education 

curriculum. Instead of different types of creative, playful learning and sports-oriented 

activities, which are attractive to the children, more emphasis is given to monotonous 

theoretical education. As a result, the curriculum fails to attractant tribal learners. 

iii. Lack of Suitable Teachers 

There is a lack of necessary training teachers for Pre-primary education in tribal areas of Malda 

district. Most of the non-government Pre-primary school teachers are employed with low 

salaries, without training (63.54 percent, as per DISE data of Malda district, 2014-15) and 

qualification. As a result, the true purpose of pre-primary education is not successful. This 

means that indigenous students are not interested in learning about pre-primary education.  

iv. Lack of Necessary Teaching & Learning Materials (TLM)  

Most of the Pre-primary schools in Malda district is lack of Teaching and Learning Materials 

(TLM) for education purpose. Especially in the tribal rural areas, the situation in Pre-Primary 

School is very sad. As a result, it has become impossible to make this education effective. 

Because students cannot be properly educated for the lack of educational materials needed for 

teaching and learning.     

v. Lack of Parents awareness  
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Most of the tribal parents are not aware of the need for pre-primary education. Because most 

of the tribal people of Malda district are illiterate (59.99 percent, as per the census of India, 

2011). The success of pre-primary education depends on education-conscious parents (Roy 

2008). But the progress of pre-primary education has been hampered due to the low number of 

such guardians in the tribal community of Malda district.  

vi. Lack of co-curricular activities 

There is a provision of teaching through co-curricular activities for students in Pre-Primary 

School (Vaidyanathan & Nair 2001). But most of the schools in the tribal areas of Malda district 

do not have special arrangements for teaching through co-curricular activities, so many tribal 

students do not have a special interest in education. 

4.2.1.2 Problems of ST Primary and Upper Primary Education Levels (I-VIII)   

Primary education is the second important level of formal education. The constitution of India 

gives a few directions and suggestions for the development of education in our country. Article 

No. 45 according to the state “free and compulsory elementary education to all children of the 

age of six to fourteen (6-14) years” (Chaturvedi 2007). According to the directive of the 

constitution, the progress of primary education was not expected. The problems faced in the 

progress of ST primary education in the Malda district are discussed below.   

i. Poverty of Parents   

The poverty of the indigenous parents (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field survey by the 

researcher, 2012-16) of the Malda district is a major impediment to the progress of primary 

education. Education is a meaningless job for those parents who live in poverty. They do not 

send their children to school. Rather, they are more interested in sending to work in agriculture 

and factories. This attitude has become a major problem in the overall development of primary 

education.  

ii. Social Problems 

Many indigenous people of the Malda district are still illiterate (59.99 percent, as per the census 

of India, 2011). Illiterate parents are not aware of their children's education. There are social 

evil and blind faith in their minds that are hindering the progress of elementary education.   

iii. Wastage (Dropout)   
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The major problem in the progress of primary education among the indigenous communities 

of Malda district is Wastage or dropout (6.10 percent, as per SSM of Malda district, 2012-16). 

Indigenous children are admitted to elementary school, but for economic and various types of 

social reasons, they leave the education before it ends, it is called wastage or dropout (Haseena 

& Mohammed 2014). As a result, wastage (dropout) is the prevents for the progress of primary 

education. 

iv. Rapid population growth 

Due to rapid population growth (21.22 percent, as per the census of India, 2011) in tribal areas 

of Malda district, there is a lack of necessary infrastructure in the primary educational 

institutions, which is the biggest barrier to the improvement of ST primary education.   

v. Failure to enforce child labour law 

Failure to enforce government law to prevent child labour is one of the major obstacles or 

problems in promoting primary education. Because the child labour law does not apply 

effectively, the poor guardian does not send their children to school. Rather, indigenous parents 

send their children to different types of the workplace for family income. 

vi. Lack of School House 

In the tribal areas of Malda district, many children cannot be the admission in school due to the 

lack of schoolhouse. As a result, many students are out of education which prevents the 

progress of primary education.    

vii. Heavy curriculum 

The primary education curriculum is basically based on theoretical and unrelated to the real 

life of the tribal students. This theoretical syllabus has become difficult and unwilling for the 

learners to take education. As a result, the spread of primary education in the indigenous 

communities was hampered. 

viii. The faulty teaching method 

The teaching methods in primary education level are faulty. This means that teachers teach 

students in schools without a lesson plan. This faulty teaching method is a major barrier to the 

promotion of elementary education. 

ix. Lack of necessary education materials (TLM) 
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There is a considerable lack of teaching and learning materials (TLM) in most of the primary 

schools in Malda district. Especially in the indigenous rural areas, the situation in Primary 

School is very sad. As a result, it has become impossible to make this education effective. 

Because students cannot be properly educated for the lack of educational materials needed for 

teaching and learning. This means that in most of the primary schools in indigenous areas of 

Malda district, there was no progress of elementary education for the lack of necessary 

education material (teaching aids) 

x. Lack of adequate number of trained teachers 

Lack of an adequate number of trained teachers (36.46 percent, as per DISE data of Malda 

district, 2014-15) in most of the primary schools in tribal areas of the Malda district, which are 

creating big problems for the improvement of primary education. 

xi. Lack of a good education system in private schools 

Most of the primary schools of the indigenous areas of the Malda district have been formed in 

private efforts. These educational institutions gave more importance to their business. They 

employ unskilled teachers at a low cost in school. As a result, the quality of education is very 

poor. Even, many poor indigenous parents cannot afford to send their children to these private 

educational institutions. Because the cost of education in the private educational institutions is 

very high compared to the government school. 

4.2.2 Problems of ST Secondary & Higher Secondary Education Levels  

4.2.2.1 Problems of ST Secondary Education (IX-X)  

Secondary education is the second most important level of formal education in India. After the 

primary education level and before the higher education level, the middle level of education is 

run by the school, it is called Secondary Education. From the entire education system, the place 

of the secondary education level is very important.  The entire adolescence of the learner's life 

includes this level of education (Ghorai 2016).  

Even after the independence of India, the improvement in quantitative and quality standards of 

secondary education is very little compared to the requirement (Lyndem & De 2004). The 

problems faced in the progress of secondary education in the tribal areas of Malda district are 

discussed below:    



~ 85 ~ 
 

 

 

 Fig. 4.2 Secondary & Higher Secondary Education Status for Social Category in Malda District (From 2012-16) 

Table 4. 2 and Fig. 4.2 shows that the Secondary and Higher Secondary education status of the 

tribal people of the Malda district is the low education rate than non-tribal people (all through 

2012-2016), which are an indication that the ST population in Malda district is highly behind 

among all backward classes. This backwardness and slow progress of the tribal people are 

associated with some important problems found in this area which has been discussed below. 

i. Psychological problems 

The effects of the different psychological problems on their education life, like lack of interest, 

attention, motivation, aspiration, ambition and financial problems of the tribal always make the 

tribal life in a very depressed condition (Mandal & Bhattacharya 2018). 

ii. Indifferent attitude of tribal parents  

Most of the tribal people in the Malda district are illiterate (59.99 percent, as per the census of 

India, 2011). As a result, tribal parents are mostly illiterate and unaware. They always show a 

very indifferent attitude towards the education of their children. They are interested in 

providing household responsibilities to their children at a very early stage of their education 
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Table 4.2 Secondary (SE) & Higher Secondary (HS) Education report for Enrolment in the social 
category for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda District (in %).  
Category 2012 – 13 years 2013 – 14 years 2014 – 15 years 2015 – 16 years 

SE HS SE HS SE HS SE HS 
GEN 58.62 57.81 56.28 54.25 55.70 55.08 56.03 54.81 
SC 24.89 25.08 25.07 25.77 25.44 25.76 25.11 26.03 
ST 04.32 04.51 04.50 04.32 04.86 04.79 05.02 05.04 
OBC 12.17 12.60 14.15 15.66 14.00 14.37 13.84 14.12 
Source: DISE & SSM in Malda district, 2012-16.    
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life and the tribal parents prefer to engage their children in remunerative employment which 

supplements the family income. The parents of these students do not have any relationship with 

the society outside and they are unaware of the importance of education (Mandal & 

Bhattacharya 2018). 

iii. Indifferent attitude of tribal teachers 

Teachers do not take much effort to improve the educational level of the tribal students by the 

following factors, Lack of communication to the tribal students and parents, high level of 

absent in the classroom, lack of interest, attention and motivation of their teaching in the 

classroom. With regard to the attitude of teachers towards students, some studies have found 

that non-tribal teachers had a negative attitude towards tribal children (Mandal & Bhattacharya 

2018).  

iv. Indifferent attitude of tribal students 

Tribal students were unhappy to go to School Subjects, like English, Hindi, Mathematics and 

school co-curriculum activities (Mandal & Bhattacharya 2018).    

v. Lack of proper monitoring 

Lack of proper monitoring is caused by poor coordination between the Tribal Welfare 

Department and School Education Department (Mandal & Bhattacharya 2018).     

vi. Financial problems  

One of the major problems in the development of secondary education is the lack of money. 

For the lack of funds, the education work in most of the secondary schools in the tribal areas 

of the Malda district is being hampered. Also, due to the poverty of indigenous parents (76. 77 

percent BPL, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-16), their children are not sent to 

school, but rather send them to different types of workplaces, so that the learners cannot acquire 

proper education. 

vii. Engaged in various religious and cultural activities 

Most of the indigenous students of the Malda district are engaged in various religious and 

cultural activities. As a result, indigenous students cannot take proper secondary education. 

viii. Lack of communication between teachers and indigenous parents 



~ 87 ~ 
 

There is a lack of communication between teachers and guardians of tribal areas in the Malda 

district. Education has not developed among indigenous people due to a lack of communication 

between school teachers and indigenous parents. 

ix. Lack of vocational education opportunities 

There is no vocational education system in the secondary school curriculum in our country. 

Vocational education has been adopted as an important part of secondary education in other 

countries of the world (Such as Japan, China, United State of America and Russia and other 

countries) (Shah & Shah 2000). If there was a provision of vocational education in secondary 

schools in the tribal areas of Malda, students could have been self-reliant after taking this 

education. Therefore, the lack of vocational education in secondary education level is one of 

the most important problems.  

x. Lack of adequate number and trained teachers 

In the tribal areas of Malda district, most of the secondary school’s lack of adequate number 

and trained teachers (61.46 percent, as per DISE data of Malda district, 2014-15), especially in 

private school. This lack of adequate number and trained teachers is a big problem in the 

secondary school of the tribal areas. Because the teaching and learning process is not 

successful. 

xi. Problems of Textbooks  

Most of the indigenous people of Malda district are lower middle class and poor (76. 77 percent 

BPL, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-16). They cannot purchase school selected 

textbooks at high prices. As a result, due to the lack of necessary textbooks, the students cannot 

learn properly.  

xii. Lack of School 

Another important problem in the secondary education of the indigenous areas of the Malda district is 

the lack of an adequate number of schools. There is a lack of an adequate number of secondary schools 

in many places in the tribal areas of Malda district. So, students go to faraway schools to study, so that 

both time and labour are wasted. Therefore, many tribal students cannot take secondary education 

because of the lack of the required number of secondary schools. 

xiii. Neglect of teaching for Private tuition  
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At present, negligence of teaching among the teachers of secondary education in indigenous 

areas of the Malda district has been shown. The main reason for this is private tuition, which 

cannot be stopped anyway. 

xiv. Lack of proper monitoring 

Lack of proper monitoring is caused by the poor coordination between the Tribal Welfare Department 

and Secondary Education Department (Mandal & Bhattacharya 2017). As a result, secondary education 

has not been developed among tribal communities. 

In addition to the above problems, many more problems are available in secondary education 

in indigenous areas of Malda district. Such as language problems, teacher training problems 

and lack of awareness of guardians, etc.  

4.2.2.2 Problems of ST Higher Secondary Education (XI-XII)  

The next two years of secondary education are called Higher Secondary Education. The 

following are some of the problems that can be seen in the progress of the higher secondary 

education in tribal areas of Malda. 

i. Problems of financial  

The Higher Secondary Education System is a major part of multi-level education (arts, science 

and commerce). Students at this level of education will be able to learn according to their own 

needs, interests, and trends (Ghorai 2016). But due to the lack of necessary funding in the 

secondary school in the indigenous region of Malda district, quality education infrastructure 

was not developed. Therefore, the main obstacle to the progress of the education of the 

indigenous people is the financial crisis.   

ii. Poverty of Parents   

Most indigenous guardians of the Malda district are very poor (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field 

survey by the researcher, 2012-16). These poor indigenous parents are not able to give their 

children higher secondary education. For this reason, most poor indigenous parents do not send 

their children to school. Rather, these poor indigenous parents send their children to work at 

various workplaces. 

iii. Admission Problems 

After passing the secondary education, many indigenous students do not get the opportunity to 

enrolment or admission at the Higher Secondary level. Because the number of high schools in 
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the tribal areas of Malda is much less and some schools are built in indigenous areas but far 

from their settlement areas. As a result, many indigenous students leave their studies.  

iv. Waste and Stagnation  

The major problem in the progress of higher secondary education among the indigenous 

communities of Malda district is Wastage (13.03 percent, as per SSM of Malda district, 2012-

16) and Stagnation. Indigenous children are admitted to higher secondary school, but for 

economic and various types of social reasons, they leave the education before it ends, it is 

called wastage, again many students fail repeatedly in the exam, leaving school for a long time 

while staying in the same class, it is called non-development or stagnation (Haseena & 

Mohammed 2014). As a result, waste and stagnation are the prevents for the progress of 

secondary education. 

v. Lack of adequate number of qualified teachers 

One of the main problems at the level of Higher Secondary education is the lack of the 

appropriate number of qualified teachers (39.26 percent, as per DISE data of Malda district, 

2014-15). Most of the schools in the indigenous areas of Malda district lack the adequate 

number of qualified teachers. It means that the lack of trained teachers, especially in private 

higher secondary schools. Most indigenous students cannot take education because of the lack 

of this appropriate number of qualified teachers.  

vi. Lack of laboratory 

In the curriculum of Higher Secondary Education, special emphasis has been given to practical 

education along with theoretical education. But the various kind of laboratory (science subject) 

needed for this education is not available in most of the higher secondary school in tribal areas 

of Malda district. As a result, most indigenous students cannot take this higher secondary 

education.    

vii. Lack of Library 

The level of higher secondary education can be called the preparation of higher education, so 

students of this level have to study a lot (Shah & Shah 2000). But for the lack of the library in 

most of the schools in the indigenous region of Malda district, indigenous students do not get 

the opportunity to read different types of reference books. Therefore, tribal students are facing 

problems in getting this education.  
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viii. Lack of planning 

No specific plans are taken for the improvement of the higher secondary education of 

indigenous people of the Malda district. For the lack of proper planning, the higher secondary 

education of the indigenous people of the Malda district has not improved. 

In addition, many kinds of problems such as infrastructure problems and lack of awareness 

about higher secondary education, etc. which are a major obstacle to the progress and 

development of high secondary education.  

4.2.3 Problems of ST Higher Education  

The latest stage of the regulated education system is Higher Education. Generally, higher 

education begins after higher secondary education. The education system run by the university 

is called the higher education system. From college to a higher level, the conventional 

education system is called higher education. In this education system, students are taught to 

specialize in special subjects. The scope of higher education is very comprehensive. At present, 

not only the colleges and universities but also the education system run by the University's 

equivalent of higher education institutions are considered as the level of higher education. 

Graduation, postgraduate and subsequent research levels are also included in higher education. 

After five years of higher secondary education and more than that, the teaching period is called 

the level of higher education (Ghorai 2016).   

 

Table 4.3 Under Graduates (UG), Post Graduates (PG) & Professional & Technical (P&T) Education report for 
Enrolment in the social category for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda District (in %).  
Category 2012 – 13 years 2013 – 14 years 2014 – 15 years 2015 – 16 years 

UG PG  P&T UG PG P&T UG PG P&T UG PG P&T 
GEN 62.02 61.02 60.16 59.04 58.95 58.72 57.78 57.83 56.37 55.98 56.55 55.21 
SC 20.76 20.78 21.74 21.43 20.52 22.13 22.92 21.87 23.91 22.74 23.15 24.07 
ST 05.98 06.14 5.63 6.09 06.02 05.21 05.34 06.12 05.06 06.18 05.21 05.71 
OBC 11.24 12.06 12.47 13.44 14.51 13.94 13.96 14.18 14.66 15.10 15.09 15.01 
Source: AISHE & GBU in Malda district, 2012-16.    
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 Fig. 4.3 Under Graduate, Post Graduate and Professional & Technical Education Status for Social Category in 

Malda District (From 2012-16)   

 

4.2.3.1 Problems of ST Under Graduate (UG) and Post Graduate (PG) Education levels    

Table 4.3 and Fig. 4.3 shows that in the Malda district from 2012 to 2016, the number of 

indigenous students in the Higher education sector is very low compared to non-indigenous 

students. At the level of this education, the reasons for the decline in the rate of education are 

discussed below.   

i. Poverty of Parents   

Most Indigenous students of the Malda district cannot afford higher education for lack of 

money. Because the higher education system is very costly. Most indigenous guardians of the 

Malda district are very poor (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-

16). These poor indigenous parents are not able to give their children higher education. For this 

reason, most poor indigenous parents do not send their children to Higher educational 

institutions. Rather, these poor indigenous parents send their children to work at various 

workplaces. As a result, the progress of the higher education of the indigenous people is 

hindered. 

ii. Lack of proper monitoring 

Lack of proper monitoring is caused by poor coordination between the Tribal Welfare 

Department and Higher Education Department (Mandal & Bhattacharya 2017). As a result, 

higher education has not been developed among tribal communities. 

iii. Do not get opportunities for higher education 
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At present, all tribal students do not get the chance to get admission in Gour Banga University 

and Colleges in the Malda district for higher education. Because the number of higher 

education (Hons & PG) seats in these educational institutions are limited. As a result, many 

indigenous students are deprived of higher education. 

iv. Lack of required scholarship 

There is a lack of necessary scholarships for higher education in the indigenous people of the 

Malda district. This means that not all the tribal students of Malda district are given 

scholarships for higher education and although they give scholarships for indigenous students 

it is much less than the requirement. For this reason, many indigenous students are not 

interested in taking higher education.   

v. Lack of high educational institutions in indigenous areas 

There is a lack of higher educational institutions in the neighbourhood of the indigenous 

settlement area of Malda district. Most indigenous people cannot take higher education because 

of a lack of high educational institutions in indigenous areas. 

vi. Lack of awareness about higher education 

Among the indigenous communities of the Malda district, there is a lack of awareness about 

high education opportunities and facilities. Because most of the tribal people in the Malda 

district are illiterate (59.99 percent, as per the census of India, 2011). As a result, they are 

unaware of the importance of higher education. Due to a lack of awareness about this higher 

education, most indigenous people cannot take higher education. 

vii. Engaged in various types of family work  

Most of the tribal students of the Malda district have been engaged in various types of family 

work after getting secondary education. They cannot properly take higher education because 

they are engaged in different types of family work. As a result, many tribal students suddenly 

stopped taking high education. 

viii. Medium of languages  

The Radhakrishnan Commission (1948-49) and the Kothari Commission (1964-66) talk about 

the mother language instead of English as the medium of higher education (Ghorai 2016). But 

the recommendations of these commissions are still not effective. So, the medium of higher 
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education is one of the main problems. Tribal students do not show interest in education 

because there is no system of teaching through mother tongue in higher education institutions.    

ix. Lack of research centre for the tribal higher education 

There is a lack of research centre needed to educate the tribal people of the Malda district in 

higher education. This means that no research centre has been established for the improvement 

of the higher education of tribal people in the Malda district. 

x. Lack of suitable libraries and laboratories  

Most of the higher education institutions in the Malda district lack an adequate number of 

libraries and laboratories. For the lack of appropriate libraries and laboratories in the higher 

education institutions of the Malda district, there is a big problem in the development of higher 

education among indigenous students. For the lack of appropriate libraries and laboratories in 

the educational institution, indigenous students cannot acquire the necessary knowledge, 

because they cannot personally buy library and laboratory equipment for lack of money. As a 

result, there has been a hindrance to the development of higher education among poor 

indigenous communities.   

xi. Lack of reservation in private institutes 

The rules of government reservations are not properly maintained for the admission of 

indigenous people in most private high education institutions of the Malda district. As a result, 

indigenous students are being deprived of higher education. 

xii. The scarcity of employment after higher education 

Most of the indigenous people of Malda district believe that after taking high education there 

is no employment opportunity and confirmation (guarantee). Due to a lack of employment 

guarantee, there is no interest in the achievement of higher education among indigenous 

students. 

4.2.3.2 Problems of ST Professional & Technical Education Level  

Professional and technical education is an education system that is closely related to the life 

and livelihood of the people of every country. This professional and technical education helps 

the students to become self-sufficient in achieving a suitable livelihood (Ghorai 2016). 

Therefore, to make people of the country self-reliant in economic and development, there is a 

need for professional and technical education.  
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Through the education that students acquire special knowledge and skills in the work of art and 

craft, they are called professional education. Therefore, through the education that students 

acquire special knowledge and skills in any profession, it is called professional education.  

Through the education that is given to the students for scientific training in agriculture, 

industry, business, commerce and machinery etc, it is called technical education. Therefore, 

through the education that students acquire special knowledge and skills in the work of 

technical fields, it is called technical education. The main goal of this education is to help 

children achieve such skills so that they can live well in the future life. In this context, 

Hartshorn has said that "professional education is such a necessary education which in the 

absence of the student has to suffer from life forever" (Ghorai 2016).    

The development and progress of the country depend on the natural resources of that country 

(Bhattacharya 2011).  Just do not have this wealth. To use them properly, technical education 

is necessary.   Currently, technical education is closely related to the life and livelihood of the 

people of every country. So, to make a nation work-oriented, to keep pace with all the 

developed countries of the world, to transform the country into a developed country and to 

make education productive, it is necessary to develop the quality of technical and professional 

education. Therefore, through this education system, the ability of the student to work, respect 

for any work, respect for responsibilities, awareness of law and order, morality development 

and self-confidence. The following are some of the common issues related to the professional 

and technical education of indigenous people of Malda district.   

Table 3 and Fig. 3 indicates that the Professional & Technical education status of the scheduled 

tribes of Malda district is lowest of all the non-general categories (all through 2012-2016) 

which are an indication that the ST population in Malda district is highly behind among all 

backward classes. This backwardness and slow progress of the tribal people are associated with 

some important problems found in this area which has been discussed below. 

i. Linguistic Problems 

A major problem in professional and technical education is linguistic problems. There is a lot 

of debate about which language will be the medium of this education. Because all books of 

professional and technical education are written in the English language (Mandal & 

Bhattacharya 2018). As a result, it is very difficult to understand the indigenous students of 

Malda district. This means that indigenous students are not interested to take in this education 

due to English language problems.  
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ii. Expensive education system 

Most professional and technical education institutions in the Malda district and other districts 

have been established in private efforts. The education system is very costly in these 

professional and technical education institutions. As a result, Indigenous students are not able 

to receive such education for this expensive education system. 

iii. Problems of reservation for admission  

The rules of the government reservation system are not properly maintained for the admission 

in most of the private professional and technical education institutes. This means that the rules 

of the government reservation system are not properly followed for the admission of these 

educational institutions of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes 

students. As a result, many scheduled tribal students of the Malda district are deprived of this 

education. 

iv. Lack of a proper salary 

After attaining professional and technical education, most of the tribal students get employment 

in non-government organizations or private companies. The amount of wages for students in 

the private sector is very low. This means that the amount of wages is very less compared to 

the amount of money spent on acquiring this education for the students. As a result, many tribal 

students of the Malda district are not interested to take professional and technical education. 

v. Lack of suitable plans 

Most of the professional and technical education institutions have been not well-established in 

view of the demands of the industries. These educational institutions were not established in 

the context of how many tribal skilled craftsmen are needed in different industries. As a result, 

the unemployment problem of society has increased due to the lack of employment. Due to the 

increase of unemployment problems many tribal students of the Malda district are not 

interested to take of this education. 

It is said from the above discussion that in addition to the above problems, the progress of 

professional and technical education has been hampered due to the lack of awareness and lack 

of necessary scholarship, etc. among the tribal communities of Malda district. Therefore, if 

these problems are not resolved then in the future, the tribal students of the Malda district will 

be lagged behind in this education system.   
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4.2.4 Problems of Tribal Men Education in Pre-primary, Primary and Upper Primary 
Education Levels  

Table 4.4 Pre-Primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education report for Enrolment in Sex 
category for the year of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda District (in %). 
SL 

NO.   
Name of Blocks & 

Municipality 
Pre-primary Primary  Upper Primary  

Male Female Male Female Male Female 
1 Harischandrapur-I 22.03 25.76 44.03 42.28 11.02 16.48 
2 Harischandrapur-II 19.15 17.18 43.82 55.48 12.97 16.40 
3 Chanchal-I 16.51 22.63 39.49 36.49 13.51 17.60 
4 Chanchal-II 19.86 21.39 36.02 42.80 17.29 19.99 
5 Ratua-I 19.62 21.13 37.90 39.85 12.43 14.62 
6 Ratua-II 18.19 21.04 31.81 31.59 14.56 17.10 
7 Manikchak 14.3 17.82 30.53 39.50 15.28 18.46 
 8 English Bazar 14.54 21.42 29.90 38.79 14.54 17.34 
9 Old Malda 16.68 22.63 30.29 33.97 15.16 11.31 
10 Habibpur 21.06 21.42 31.57 35.72 15.80 14.28 
11 Bamongola 17.55 20.92 36.83 39.54 15.80 13.94 
12 Gazol 15.09 21.67 32.39 34.98 12.30 14.68 
13 Kaliachak-I 14.70 18.25 28.66 33.92 16.09 14.77 
14 Kaliachak-II 18.32 19.26 30.27 34.87 11.28 11.00 
15 Kaliachak-III 18.19 18.74 36.35 39.07 14.30 15.62 
A RURAL AREAS 17.71 20.75 34.65 38.59 14.15 15.57 
1 English Bazar (M) 9.10 9.20 24.99 25.01 12.51 11.83 
2 Old Malda (M) 16.10 14.28 21.83 24.69 16.10 14.28 
B URBAN AREAS 12.60 11.74 23.41 24.85 14.30 13.05 

AB MALDA TOTAL 17.11 19.69 33.33 36.97 14.17 15.27 
Source: SSM in Malda district, 2012-16. 

 

 

 Fig. 4.4 Pre-Primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education Status for ST Sex Category in Malda District (From 

2012-16).  

Table 4.4 and Fig. 4.4 shows that in the Pre-primary, Primary and Upper Primary education 

levels in most of the blocks of Malda district from 2012 to 2016 years tribal male students are 
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very low education rates compared to tribal female students. The main reasons for this decrease 

in the rates of education are discussed in detail below. 

i. Problems of Male Child Labour  

Most tribal people of the Malda district are very poor (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field survey 

by the researcher, 2012-16). For this reason, most indigenous parents send their sons to work 

as laborers in different types of the workplace to earn their family income at an early age. So 

before completing elementary education, most indigenous parents send their sons to different 

types of the workplace for earning money. As a result, many tribal male students cannot acquire 

primary education.  

ii. Engaged in hunting, grazing, and other activities 

Several tribal boys are always engaged in hunting, grazing and other activities before 

completing elementary education. As a result, many tribal boys cannot acquire elementary 

education. 

iii. Engaged in various cultural and religious activities 

Most of the indigenous boys in the Malda district are always engaged in various cultural and 

religious activities. For this reason, tribal boys are facing problems in getting primary 

education. 

iv. Responsible for Family work or Home work 

Most of the indigenous boys in the Malda district have to responsible for various tasks of their 

own home. For example, they have to work under the supervision or take care of younger 

siblings, assist in agricultural activities, observe domestic animals, etc. As a result, obstacles 

are being created to achieve primary education. 

v. Marriage to girls in a good family 

In most of the blocks of Malda district, the rate of education of indigenous female students is 

much higher than that of male students in all primary education levels.  The main reason is that 

for the girls to get married in a good family, indigenous guardians give more opportunities and 

facilities to girls than boys.   

 

4.2.5 Problems of Tribal Women Education in Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher 

Education Levels  
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Table 4.5 Secondary, Higher Secondary, Under Graduates, Post Graduate and Professional & Technical Education report 
for Enrolment in Sex category for the year 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 & 2015-16 of Malda District (in %). 
SL 
NO

.   

Name of Blocks & 
Municipality 

Secondary  Higher Secondary Under 
 Graduate 

Post 
 Graduate 

Professional 
 & Technical 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 
1 Harischandrapur-I 16.50 11.35 3.68 2.05 1.82 2.07 0.92 0.00 0.92 0.00 
2 Harischandrapur-II 16.04 7.82 5.57 2.33 1.84 0.79 0.62 0.00 0.61 0.79 
3 Chanchal-I 20.99 15.73 7.01 4.39 1.49 2.53 1.01 0.62 0.99 0.64 
4 Chanchal-II 17.27 12.10 7.00 2.78 1.83 0.94 0.74 0.00 1.09 0.48 
5 Ratua-I 18.94 16.27 7.20 4.87 2.6 2.45 1.32 0.80 1.95 0.82 
6 Ratua-II 23.63 22.38 7.28 5.25 3.63 2.64 0.91 0.00 0.90 1.33 
7 Manikchak 24.62 14.02 10.35 5.72 3.44 3.83 1.49 0.63 3.93 1.28 
8 English Bazar 24.78 17.36 10.27 2.03 4.26 2.05 1.72 1.01 4.26 1.03 
9 Old Malda 24.23 20.76 7.59 5.65 4.54 3.78 1.53 1.88 4.54 1.90 

10 Habibpur 21.04 21.44 5.27 7.13 5.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.26 0.00 
11 Bamongola 17.53 18.61 5.27 4.64 5.25 2.34 1.75 0.00 1.75 0.00 
12 Gazol 21.22 20.29 9.51 4.19 6.14 2.81 3.36 1.39 2.78 1.41 
13 Kaliachak-I 23.07 22.62 7.70 6.95 6.98 2.62 2.81 0.86 2.09 0.88 
14 Kaliachak-II 21.82 22.95 9.16 9.16 7.03 1.84 2.12 0.91 2.10 0.93 
15 Kaliachak-III 19.47 18.76 6.50 6.24 3.89 1.57 1.30 0.00 1.30 0.00 
A RURAL AREAS 20.70 17.49 7.29 4.89 4.00 2.15 1.44 0.54 2.29 0.76 
1 English Bazar (M) 30.67 28.96 10.24 15.78 9.08 6.59 3.42 2.62 2.26 2.64 
2 Old Malda (M) 27.58 31.18 5.76 7.78 9.19 5.20 3.46 2.59 3.45 0.00 
B URBAN AREAS 29.10 30.07 8.00 11.78 9.13 5.89 3.44 2.60 2.85 1.32 

AB MALDA TOTAL 21.70 18.97 7.37 5.70 4.60 2.59 1.67 0.78 2.36 0.83 
Source: SSM in Malda district, AISHE & GBU, 2012-16.  

 

 

Fig. 4.5 Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education Status for ST Sex Category in Malda District (From 

2012-16) 
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Problems of Tribal Women Education  

The only goal of promoting women's education is to create an ideal mother in the house. John 

Hobart said – “One good mother is worthier than a hundred schoolmasters" Again, Comenius 

says, “Mothers is the first school of a child” (Bhattacharya 2011). To build an ideal education 

system in the child's life, the needs of the male teacher as well as an ideal mother.   

Table 4.5 and Fig. 4.5 reveals that in the Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education 

Levels in most of the blocks of Malda district from 2012 to 2016 years, the rate of tribal female 

education is very low compared to tribal male students. The main reasons for this decrease in 

the rates of education are discussed in detail below: 

i. Child marriage 

Most of the tribal women students (64.76 percent, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-

16) of Malda district get married before their completion of secondary, higher secondary and 

higher education, so they are bound in family life. This means that child marriage in tribal areas 

of the Malda district is a major problem or obstacle in the way of the progress of their education 

(Mandal 2018). 

ii. Lack of awareness about women education  

Among the most indigenous parents of the Malda district, there is a lack of awareness about 

women's secondary, higher secondary and higher education. Because most of the tribal people 

in the Malda district are illiterate (59.99 percent, as per the census of India, 2011). Most 

indigenous parents believe that educating women in secondary, higher secondary and higher 

education has no benefit because women always have to do homework (Mandal & 

Bhattacharya 2019). This means that most of the tribal parents' idea (belief) is that women have 

to do the job of cooking at the whole life and children care. 

iii. Lack of women educational institution 

There is a lack of women educational institutions for the education of women in all blocks of 

Malda district, especially near the habitations of indigenous people. This means that there is a 

shortage of secondary, higher secondary and women higher educational institutions (only one 

women’s college, as per the statistical handbook of Malda district, 2016) for the education of 

women in the neighborhood of the tribal settlement areas of Malda district. 

iv. Problems of financial   
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Financial problem is a major obstacle for the improvement of secondary, higher secondary and 

higher education among the tribal women people of Malda district. Because most of the tribal 

parents of this district are very poor (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field survey by the researcher, 

2012-16). So many tribal guardians cannot afford to spend money to educate their girls.  

v. Lack of suitable infrastructure for women education 

There is a lack of appropriate infrastructure in secondary, higher secondary and higher 

educational institutions for the education of tribal women in the tribal areas of Malda district. 

There is a lack of interest in education among tribal women students of Malda district due to 

lack of adequate library, laboratory, hostel, computer room, playground and sanitation system, 

etc in these secondary, higher secondary and higher educational institutions. 

vi. Lack of required scholarship  

Most of the tribal women students and their parents (76. 77 percent BPL, as per field survey 

by the researcher, 2012-16) in the Malda district are very poor. As a result, there is no 

improvement in secondary, higher secondary and higher education among the tribal women 

students of Malda district. Also, another reason is that there is a lack of necessary scholarships 

for the improvement of secondary, higher secondary and higher education among tribal women 

students of Malda district. As a result, many tribal women students do not interest to get 

secondary, higher secondary and higher education. 

vii. Confined in a Family life 

Most tribal women students of Malda district get married after completion of elementary 

education and before completion of secondary, higher secondary and higher education. As a 

result, they became confined in family life. Therefore, most of the tribal women students are 

facing obstacles to getting secondary, higher secondary and higher education because of their 

confinement (bound) in family life. So, they cannot properly achieve secondary, higher 

secondary and higher education. 

viii. Lack of communication between low educated and highly educated women 

people 

Among the most tribal communities of the Malda district, it is found that lack of 

communication between low educated and highly educated women people. As a result, less 

educated tribal female students are not interested to take secondary, higher secondary and 

higher education.  

ix. Conservatism and Superstition 
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Many tribal women students of the Malda district are kept away from secondary, higher 

secondary and higher education for social conservatism and superstition. As a result, the rates 

of tribal women secondary, higher secondary and higher education of the Malda district are 

very low compared to men students. 

x. Lack of trained female directors and teachers 

There is a lack of an adequate number of trained female directors and educators in the 

educational institutions for the development of tribal women's secondary, higher secondary and 

higher education of the Malda district. As a result, many tribal female students are not 

interested and motivate to take secondary, higher secondary and higher education. 

xi. Lack of social security 

Due to the lack of social security, many tribal women students of Malda district and their family 

cannot be involved in secondary, higher secondary and higher education despite their desire to 

achieve an education. Therefore, the lack of social security is creating obstacles to taking 

secondary, higher secondary and higher education of tribal women students of the Malda 

district. 

4.2.6 Problems of Urban areas ST Education in Pre-Primary, Primary and Upper 

Primary Education Levels of Malda District 

Table 4.6. Pre-Primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education report for Enrolment 
in Rural & Urban areas of Malda district, from 2012 to 2016 Years (in %). 
Name of the 

Areas 
Pre-Primary Primary Upper Primary 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 
RURAL 17.71 20.75 34.65 38.59 16.14 15.57 
URBAN  12.60 11.74 23.41 24.85 14.30 13.05 
Source: SSM in Malda district, 2012-16 

  

Table 4.6 and Fig. 4.6 shows that in the Malda district, from the year 2012 to 2016, the rate of 

education in urban areas is lower than comparatively rural areas in the case of Pre-primary, 

Primary and Upper Primary education levels among indigenous communities. In these 

education levels, the reasons for the decline in the rate of education in the urban areas than the 

rural areas are discussed below.  
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 Fig. 4.6 Pre-primary, Primary and Upper Primary Education Status for ST Rural & Urban areas in Malda District 

(From 2012-16).  

i. Expensive education system in urban areas 

In all primary education levels, the education system in urban areas is very much expensive 

than in rural areas (Mondal 1997). Because compared to rural areas, many tribal students of 

urban areas study mostly in private primary schools. Therefore, the cost of education is very 

high in urban areas compared to rural areas. Such as the cost of travel for schools, high-quality 

clothing, different types of co-curriculum cost, tiffin, etc. So, most of the poor tribal parents in 

urban areas of the Malda district cannot study their child for this expensive education system. 

ii. Lack of friendship between tribal and non-tribal classmates or students 

Both tribal and non-tribal students studying together in primary schools in the urban areas of 

Malda district. But in these schools, there is a lack of friendship between tribal and non-tribal 

students. As a result, most tribal students suffer from mental depression. Because of this 

indifference (depression), most tribal students are not interested in learning and they suddenly 

leave the school. 

iii. Most number of Private Schools in urban areas  

There is the greatest number of private primary schools (89) than government schools (52, as 

per DISE data of Malda district, 2014-15) in the urban areas of Malda district. Due to financial 

deficiency, most of the poor tribal parents cannot study their children in private schools. This 

means that most of the poor tribal parents not interested to send their children to private schools 

due to financial deficiency.  
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iv. Poverty of Parents  

Generally, a person needs much more money in order to live well in urban areas compared to 

rural areas. This means that for any person to live well in urban areas needs a lot of money 

compared to rural areas (Raha & Coomar 1989). Most indigenous people in the urban areas of 

the Malda district are very poor (66.07 percent BPL, as per filed survey by the researcher, 

2012-16) in financial terms. Because of this financial poverty, many indigenous people cannot 

study their children in elementary school but send their children to work in various workplaces. 

As a result, most indigenous students do not get the opportunity to study in urban areas. If some 

indigenous students get the opportunity to study in the urban areas but they cannot do it well, 

rather they leave school after a few days. 

v. Lack of relationship or communication between parents and teachers 

There is a lack of relation or communication between indigenous parents and teachers in the 

urban areas of Malda district. Due to the lack of this relationship or lack of communication, 

indigenous guardians are not interested in sending their children to school. 

vi. Tribal students in urban areas themselves cannot go to school and come home 

from school. 

Most of the tribal primary students in urban areas of the Malda district cannot themselves go 

to school and come home from school. Because there is a tradition most guardians in urban 

areas of Malda district keep their own children in school and bring from school to home. But 

this custom is not seen in the rural areas. Most of the tribal guardians in urban areas of the 

Malda district cannot this work due to poverty. This means that most of the poor tribal 

guardians in urban areas engaged to work for earning money in the school period. Due to this 

problem, many tribal students in urban areas cannot acquire primary education.  

 

4.2.7 Problems of Rural areas ST Education in Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher 

Education Levels in Malda District 

Table 4.7. Secondary, Higher Secondary, Under Graduates, and Professional & Technical (P&T) Education 
report for Enrolment in Rural & Urban areas of Malda district, from 2012 to 2016 Years (in %). 
Name of 
the Areas 

Secondary  Higher  
Secondary 

Under 
 Graduate 

Post 
 Graduate 

Professional 
 & Technical 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 
RURAL 20.74 17.49 7.29 4.89 4.00 2.15 1.44 0.54 2.29 0.76 
URBAN  29.12 30.07 8.00 11.78 9.13 5.89 3.44 2.60 2.85 1.32 
Source: SSM in Malda district, AISHE & GBU, 2012-16. 
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Table 4.7 and Fig. 4.7 shows that in the Malda district, from the year 2012 to 2016, the rate of 

education in rural areas is lower compared to urban areas in the case of Secondary, Higher 

Secondary and Higher Education levels among indigenous communities. In these education 

levels, the reasons for the decline in the rate of education in the rural areas than the urban areas 

are discussed below.   

 

 

Fig. 4.7 Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education Status for ST Rural & Urban areas in Malda 

District (From 2012-16).   

i. Poverty of Parents  

Most of the tribal people in rural areas (87.47 percent BPL) of the Malda district are very poor 

compared to the urban areas (66.07 percent BPL, as per filed survey by the researcher, 2012-

16). Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education systems are very costly types for 

taking. For this expensive education system, most of the poor tribal parents in rural areas cannot 

provide secondary, higher secondary and higher education of their children. 

ii. The lack of secondary and higher education institutions near the indigenous 

rural areas 

There is a lack of secondary, higher secondary and higher educational institutions in the rural 

areas compared to the urban areas of Malda district. Due to the lack of secondary, higher 

secondary and higher educational institutions near the tribal rural areas, many tribal students 

cannot acquire secondary, higher secondary and higher education. 

iii. Lack of awareness  
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There is a lack of awareness about secondary, higher secondary and higher education among 

the tribal communities of rural areas compared to the urban areas in Malda district. The main 

reason is that most of the tribal people in rural areas (60.32 percent) very illiterate compared to 

urban areas (44.92 percent, as per the census of India, 2011) of the Malda district. Due to the 

lack of awareness about these education systems, most tribal students in the rural areas cannot 

take secondary, higher secondary and higher education. As a result, tribal secondary, higher 

secondary and higher education rates in rural areas very low compared to urban areas of the 

Malda district. 

iv. Child Marriage 

Most of the tribal students in the rural areas of the Malda district have childhood marriage. It 

means that before acquiring secondary, higher secondary and higher education, most of the 

tribal students in rural areas get married (70.74 percent, as per field survey by the researcher, 

2012-16). Due to child marriage, most of the tribal students in rural areas have become involved 

in family work.  As a result, most of the tribal students in rural areas cannot acquire secondary, 

higher secondary and higher education. Generally, this practice is very rare in urban areas 

compared to rural areas. 

v. Lack of employment 

Indigenous students do not show interest in education because of the lack of employment 

opportunities for the students of rural areas compared to urban areas of the Malda district. 

Especially, there is a lack of private jobs in rural areas (3.17 percent) compared to urban areas 

(8.48 percent, as per field survey by the researcher, 2012-16). Because of the lack of 

employment guarantee after accepting secondary, higher secondary and higher education, 

indigenous students are not interested in learning. Because if indigenous students were 

employed, they would become self-reliant and they could take up secondary, higher secondary 

and higher education. But this employment opportunity is not available among the tribal 

communities in the rural areas of Malda district.  

vi. Lack of communication systems 

There is a lack of communication systems in rural areas compared to urban areas of Malda 

district. Due to the lack of communication systems in rural areas, many tribal students of these 

areas cannot take secondary, higher secondary and higher education. As a result, tribal 

secondary, higher secondary and higher education rates are very low compared to urban areas 

of Malda district. 
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vii. Social conservatism and lack of freedom  

There are more social conservatism and lack of freedom in rural areas compared to urban areas 

of the Malda district for the secondary, higher secondary and higher education among the tribal 

people. Especially, there is more social conservatism and lack of freedom for the secondary, 

higher secondary and higher education among the young tribal women people in rural areas 

compared to urban areas of the Malda district. Because of this social conservatism and lack of 

independence, many tribal students in rural areas cannot take secondary, higher secondary and 

higher education. But in urban areas, this social conservatism and lack of independence are not 

usually seen. As a result, tribal secondary, higher secondary and higher education rates in rural 

very low compared to urban areas of Malda district. 

It is understood from the above discussion that tribal pre-primary, primary, secondary, higher 

secondary and higher education (UG, PG & Professional and Technical education) rates are 

very low compared to non-tribal students of the Malda district. The main reasons for the decline 

in the rate of education among tribal communities of Malda district are poverty of parents, lack 

of awareness about education, lack of educational institutions in indigenous areas, wastage and 

stagnation, failure to enforce child labour law, lack of adequate number of tribal trained 

teachers, psychological problems (like motivation, attention, interest and ambition), Indifferent 

attitude of tribal parents, teachers & students, many tribal students engaged in various religious 

and cultural activities, lack of communication among the teachers and tribal parents, many 

tribal students engaged in various types of family work, lack of employment, medium of 

language, lack of required scholarship and problems of research for the development of tribal 

education. 

 

The rates of tribal male education are very low compared to tribal female students in pre-

primary, primary and upper primary education levels in most of the blocks of Malda district. 

The main reasons for the decline in the rates of tribal male Pre-primary, Primary and Upper 

primary education of Malda district are that the problems of male child laborers, many male 

tribal students are engaged in hunting and grazing work, responsibility for family work, many 

tribal students are engaged in various cultural and religious activities, etc. 

 

In most of the blocks of Malda district, tribal female education rates are very low compared to 

tribal male students in Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education (UG, PG & 

Professional and Technical education) levels. The main reasons for the decline in the rate of 
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tribal Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher Education of Malda district are that the Child 

marriage, lack of awareness about women higher education, lack of women educational 

institutions, financial problems, lack of communication among the low educated and highly 

educated women people, conservatism and prejudice, lack of trained female directors and 

teachers, lack of healthy health, lack of social security, do not give value of women's desire 

and reluctance, etc. 

 

In the case of pre-primary, primary and upper primary education levels of Malda district, it is 

seen that tribal students of urban areas are less in education rates than the tribal students of 

rural areas. The main reasons behind are that the very expensive education system in urban 

areas compared to rural areas, lack of friendship among tribal and non-tribal students, there is 

a maximum number of private schools in urban areas and the lack of relationship or 

communication among the tribal guardians and teachers. 

 

In the case of secondary, higher secondary and higher education (UG, PG & Professional and 

Technical education) levels of Malda district, it is seen that tribal students of rural areas are 

less in education rates than the tribal students of urban areas. The main reasons for these are 

the poverty of tribal guardians, there is a lack of secondary and higher educational institutions 

near the tribal rural areas, lack of awareness about higher education, child marriage, lack of 

employment, social conservatism and lack of freedom, etc.    

 

Therefore, the main reasons for the difference in the rate of education are that the external and 

internal factors which affect tribal and non-triple-people, male and female people, from pre-

primary to higher education levels and rural & urban areas. So, it is a fact that there are 

significant external and internal factors to influence the education of tribal communities 

in the Malda district. Therefore, hypothesis 1 is accepted. 

 

4.3 Conclusions  

The following conclusions from the above-detailed discussion can be drawn: 

1. It is understood from the above discussion that tribal education rates are very low 

compared to non-tribal people in pre-primary, primary, secondary, higher secondary 

and higher education (UG, PG & professional and technical education) levels of the 

Malda district. 
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The main reasons for the low rate of education among tribal communities of Malda 

district are the poverty of tribal parents, lack of awareness about education, lack of 

educational institutions in tribal areas, wastage and stagnation, failure to enforce child 

labour law, lack of adequate number of tribal trained teachers, psychological problems 

(like motivation, attention, interest and ambition), Indifferent attitude of tribal parents, 

teachers & students, many tribal students are engaged in various religious and cultural 

activities, lack of communication among the teachers and tribal parents, many tribal 

students are engaged in various types of family work, lack of employment, medium of 

language, lack of required scholarship and problems of research for the development of 

tribal education. 

2. In most of the blocks of Malda district, tribal male students are less in education rates 

than tribal female students in the Pre-primary, Primary and Upper primary education 

levels. 

The main reasons for the decline in the rate of education of the tribal male students are 

that the problems of male child laborers, many male tribal students are engaged in 

hunting and grazing work, responsibility for family work, many male tribal students are 

engaged in various cultural and religious activities, etc. 

3. In most of the blocks of Malda district, tribal female education rates are very low 

compared to tribal male students in Secondary, Higher Secondary and Higher 

Education (UG, PG & professional and technical education) levels. 

The main reasons for the decline in the rate of tribal women education are that the  Child 

marriage, lack of awareness about women education, lack of women educational 

institutions, financial problems, lack of communication among the low educated and 

highly educated women people, conservatism and prejudice, lack of trained female 

directors and teachers, lack of healthy health, lack of social security, do not give value 

of women's desire and reluctance, etc. 

4. In the case of pre-primary, primary and upper primary education levels of Malda 

district, it is seen that tribal students of urban areas are less in education rates than the 

tribal students of rural areas. 

The main reasons behind these are that the very expensive education system of all 

primary levels in urban areas compared to rural areas, lack of friendship among tribal 

and non-tribal students, the maximum number of private schools in urban areas which 

are unsuitable and the lack of relationship or communication among the tribal guardians 

and teachers. 
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5. In the case of secondary, higher secondary and higher education (UG, PG & 

professional and technical education) levels of Malda district, it is seen that tribal 

students of rural areas are less in education rates than the tribal students of urban areas. 

The main reasons for these are that most of the tribal people in rural areas are very poor 

compared to urban areas, lack of secondary, higher secondary and higher educational 

institutions near the tribal rural areas, lack of awareness about higher education, child 

marriage, lack of employment, social conservatism and lack of freedom, etc.  
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