





- £Brits newly céhstructed‘building in:.the Campus, = Earlier it was :tempo-
arily located in a part of the North Bengal Medical College premiises - at
Sushrutnagar, Regarding extension of buildings, the Commission- has
approved construction of the first floor of the Centre for Life Sciences
and extensnon of Humanltles teachmg block coverlng (‘apprommately)
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There is urgent need’ for addltlonal space for the Un|VersIty Healbh
Centre. without which' the ‘equipments: for pathological investigation
that we have procured: with financial ‘assistance from the UGC cannot be
used properly.: A separate building for the University Museum which
is now housed In the Humanities Teaching block is also “a miust. - The
University Press needs additional space without which the -two" ‘printing.
machines cannot be fully utllxsed Indeed with the" development of ‘the

" University Press there can be considerable economy in our expenditure
in printing. The Engineering Department is unable to maintain Stores
properly on account of inadequate space. For all these purposes Capital
~Grants are essentially required, Moreover it was not possible for the
University to construct any residential quarter for: non-teaching emplo-'
yees and officers during the last several years. .There are at present
“‘only 4 officers’ flats, . It is extremely necessary that additional staff
quarters for non-teaching employees and offigers of the University should
_beé constructed without much delay, i

Prices of chemicals, spare parts and other laboratory materials have
continued to rise during the last few. years.. The subscription: rates ‘of
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- Limitation of resources notwithstanding, academic: and research
activities continued and improved in the Post-graduate Departments of
the University with the initiative of the members of the teaching facul-
ties. | am glad to report in this connection that the Planning Commissi-
on has recently decided to sponsor and provide financial assistance to
this University over the next three years for undertaking integrated
research projects for eco-development in the hill areas of Darjeeling
district and Sikkim. These projects will be accompanied hy actions
oriented programmes of immediate benefit. to the people of- the hill
_ areas, ~-On the invitation of the teaching detartments and Centres of
Life Sciences and Himalayan -Studies, . many: distingulshed: scholars: and
professors visited the University during the last year.  To mention some,
Prof..G: C, Chatterjee from the Department, of Blo-Chemiistry, - Calcutta
University,  Prof. |, K, Choudhury from the: Department of Electrical
Engineering, Jadavpur University and Prof. S, P. Sen from the Depart-
ment of Botany, Kalyani University, dellvered: special lectures. at the
Centre for Life Sciences. Prof. S. Chandrasekhar, ‘the eminent Astro.
physicist, now at Chicago University, visited the University and
addressed members of .the Science faculty, when he particularly
mentioned the way in which teaching and research programmes could be
Improved. ' RN

Dr.S. Basu, Director, Indian Association for the Cultivation of
Science, Jadavpur, delivered the 4th Annual- H, N. Khastaglr Memorial
Lectures in the Department of Chemistry. Prof. K. K. Bagchi, Head of
the Department of Geography, Calcutta University, visited the Depart-
ment of Geography & Applied Geography and delivered two special
lectures on the strategy. for Integrated area development and the
geographical significance of the Himalayas. In the Centre for Himalayan ;
Area Studies, ‘we had Prof. R, K, Sprigg, Retd. Professor, University of .
London, and Dr. A, C. Banerjee, Director, Institute of Tibetology, -
‘Sikkim, as Guest Speakers, The Centre has also arranged  special
lectures by members of sister Departments, C

" The X all-India Accounting Conference of the Indian Accounting
Association . was held in this University under the auspices: of
the Department of Commerce, The Conference was inaugurated °
by H. E. Shri Homi J- H. Taleyarkhan, Governor of Sikkim.
Dr. R. P. Aiyar, Director, Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, |
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participated in seminars and conferences held in other Universitieg and
attended all-India Conferences including the Indian Science Congress.

Along with the academic and research activities, students of the
University and colleges participated in several games and sporis events
which were organised in this and other Universities, | would like to
specially mention that the Sports Board of this University organised
- Coaching Camps for University players participating in State and Inter.
University Tournaments in Badminton, Table Tennis, Cricket and Volly
Ball," Coaching was also arranged .in atheletics with the assistance of
State Council of Sports, West Bengal. Besides, coaching camps were
organised in Table Tennis and Football for funior players in the Univer-
sity Campus. * The Sports Board hosted the third ‘West Bengal Inter.
University  Badminton Championship Tournament besides organising
inter-College tournaments in Badminton, Football, Table Tennis, Cricket
and Atheletics, | would like to congratulate the winners and runners.
up of Inter-College Tournament in Badmmton‘(Allpurduar College and
St, Joseph’s College ), in Football ( Siligurl College of Commerce and
A.B.N. Seal College ), in Table Tennis ( Darjeeling Govt, College and.
Siliguri College of Commerce ), in Cricket ( Siliguri College and 'Siligurl ’
College of Commerce ), and in atheletics ( Siliguri College of Commerce}
for the men’s events and Malda Women's College for women’s events),
University teams participated in the lnter-University Badminton, Table
Tennis, Cricket and Volly Ball Tournaments,

While dwelling on students’ participation in sports and games,- we
have reasons to be happy also about the National Service Scheme (Nss)
activities which started in 1970 and showed consistent improvement
over the years, Nearly 2400 volunteers are now enrolled in the NSS
units of colleges affiliated to this University. "Of these, 1300 are male
students and 1100 female students, Under the supervision of ouyr
Inspector of Colleges who is Programme Co-ordinator, the NSS units

- have undertaken and continued to implement social service programmes
of different kinds including development of village roads, blood donation, .
adult education, family welfare and child care, distribution of free
medicine, tree plantation, literacy Programmes, motivating Basti children
to attend Primary Schools, developing environment consciousness, and
survey of physically handicapped persons in different parts of North
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students of the Pfimary School of the Campus out of surplus funds of
the “Sarad Mela"’ & ; ik - :

Before concludmg thls report, let-me come bick again to some
aspects:of-our academicactivities., These may. appear to be:somewhat
satisfying.: But one cannot be complacent about it, : kt has been:a: matter
of satisfaction: for-us that.with the introduction-of : semeste
system during.the ‘last -two: .years; -the . academic? perform
graduate students has been“ more reallstlcally reflected: ]
examination results, However, there is still scope for |mprovement
iy respect of our: syllabl and teaching standards.: ‘With: regard to “under
graduate courses;’'we are seériously coricernéd about the reported loss: of
teaching days -during - the ‘academic” session.” The- effective number of
teaching days'in thé Coltegesiare e)épected to be 180:days 1n*a yesr; “but
it is-our unfortunate: experience ‘that' the actual number of teaching days
fell far short-of this’norm-in :someColleges:  To -‘ensure at least 200
teaching days in a year, 'it'is'proposed: t6: hold the"exdmiriations durmg
the vacdtion and review the: present’ L,mversity calender:with respect to
long " vacation. | “would” like to seek fullest' co ‘operation * from ‘my
colleagues in-the colleges so as to ‘bring about substantlal lmprovement~
in teachlng work in the comlng year 5e St

.. The. delay whlch has occurred in the publicatlon of results of
Unjversity examinations held last year has also. been. a cause of great
- worry :and anxjety. We have been making efforts to hold examinations
on time and publish the results within 90 to 100 days. Unfortunately, it
was not possible to publish the. results within target time lzst year,
The University Council is scized of the problem. Factors responsible
for the delay in publishing results are being fooked Into, We hope 'to
remove the deficiencies in the administrative arrangements and initiate
steps for simplification of examination system to ensure pubhcatlon of

results within the scheduled time,

e remains for me now to convey my thankfulness to all members of .
the Umversity commumty, teachers, students research scholars ofﬁcers
and non-teaching staff who have extended their co-operation to me in
the discharge of my responsibilities, It is my fervent hope that we shall
be able to overcome our problems and devote to all-round development
with mutual co-operation in future as in the past:
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