





‘mental inputs available to the community, education should form
an effective means to improve the status and character of living
‘patterns of the people, help intellectual, social - and emotional
development of the individuals and enable them to meet their
basic needs of daily life.”

The Vice-Chancellor has already indicated the activities and
developments of your University. 'Like everyone else, the Unives-
sity is. also facing financial constraints. There are likaly to be
many other problems. Our Government is also in a difficult finan-
¢ial position, Despite this, however, it is extendmg the maximum
possible financial assistance to this University. Recently-some
additional funds have been released for various purposes.. At the
-same time, there is need for considerable financial discipline.so as
‘to get maximum benefits out of the limited resources. Therefore,
1.would appeal that all efforts be made to avoid wasteful;: expendl-
fure and make the best use of the existing funds. L

. " This Un1vers1ty which is required to meet the nq 5 of
hi ‘her ‘education of the students and scholars of the dlsu‘igts of
th Bengal and Sikkim has a unique contribution to make, )
‘mversny, besides i lmpartmg higher education in the usual subjacts,

may also carefully examme whether it can introduce a co f
anterdlsmplmary studies for the ‘socio- economie developm

North Bengal plams districts. The Planning Commission has

already entrusted this University with funds to make a special

study of the hill regions of Darjeeling and of Sikkim. Sueh a

study is of paramount importance if we are to preserve the ecology

and special life styles of these hill regions. Being situated -at: the
foothills of the Himalayas, the University can also. make a study
in depth of the special problems and customs of the hill tribes as
“well as of the people of Coochbehar and Jalpaiguri districts,

There is very great scope to study the folk songs, folk stories, folk.

poems of these areas. -Students studying in this University, who
are mainly inhabitants of the neighbouring distsicts and Sikkim

should be made aware. of the sociological and anthro»pologlcal
background of the people in these areas. RN TOESE

€ 2)



but hls feehngs have
w1Il to Iearn strengthened

Since 1ndependence there has been a phenom
the field of higher education. Many defects and sh
Have alse (:ome t& nohcs ‘whidh shaved been con

! methodo-
rural areas’
lent to the educated ?
olvement of the
finding an answer. -

teachers and students togs

There is a tendency amo; V f the academic community :




to remain in seclusion.. The general thinking today‘1s that -
"Universities should be a part and parcel of the soc1ety around .
them and its members should identify themselves with its dreams )
and aspirations. Amethodology for such a contact and integ-
rat1on ‘has to'be dgveloped. : ’

: Durmg the last thlrty years we have seen great changes in
all spheres of life—politicals social, scxennﬁc. economic, cultural
and $0 o1, some of which could pot cven be foxeseen beforehand.
Much more rapid and extenswe changcs are also likely to occur in"
the next. twentyﬁve years. It is necessatry that the young are.
prepared to meet the, challenges of the futyre, "I‘lw gyllabus “and
the academic curriculum. have to be 50 prepm'ed as to suit the
changmg condltxons. T ; b SURE BT

‘Many qf you wul be Ieavmg tll ‘University shortly and
enter-into a’ new world where you:will.come: across many challen-
gesin: life. Iam-sure, you will “face: them boldly and with a.
smile and overcome them. I congratulate ‘the: recipients of the
degreas and dxplomas today and I wxsh all of them.a bnght
future. .

* " Thank you.

JAI HIND.
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