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' Mr. Vice-Chancellor, ¥rof. Dastur, Members of the
UniverSity_Council, young friends, ladies and gentlemen,

I am very glad to be here to-gay at the 13th 4nnual
Convocation of the University of North Bengale I am particularly
happy that Prof. (Miss) Dastur is with us this morning. ;Her
eminence as a scholar in the field of Political Science and the
record of her éelfless public service are known to ,all and worthy
of emulatidn.‘ I 2m sure the message she has conveyed in her
address will be taken to heart not only by the young graduates

but the younger generation as a mhole.

The foundation‘of this University is primerily due to the
imaglnation of one of thé greatest and illustrious gons of Bengal,
Dr. B.C.Roy. He théught, and rightly so, that in this region
which has not had the benefit of educaticn‘in the proper sense
of the tafm and which has been always considered backward, did
deserve .a University of its own.' The Calcutta University had
become too big to cover the entire State of West Bengal and
therefore it became necessary that in this backward region a
University with proper traditions and necessary facilities for
higher education should be founded. And that great son of Wegt
Bengai not only realised the need of such an imstitution in this
areé but he had the drive and initiative to give it a practical
shape. But for the drive, indomitable will, initiatiﬁe and
capacity for hard work ét an advanced age of Dr. B.C.Rox this
University would not have been what it is todays. The students and
the people of this area should pay their homage to the vision
and forethought of Dr. B.C.Roy. I will be failing in my duty
if I do not stafe here'thaﬁ'this University owes a lot to its

first Vice-Chancellar, Professor Benoy Das Gupta.

Because Of itSeeesssre
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Because of its peculiar situation there live in this‘part
of our State a very varied population - people belonging to the
hilly areas, people belonging to the Terais and pPeople who have
lived in the plains for generations and have imbibed ﬁhe culture
and the.traditions developed over generatisns in the region called

outh Bengal. Yet this University has I belief,developed new
traditions, new atmosphere and clinate for education, It is for
the teachers, the Vice-Chancellor and the students to build up
this University which should be unique and different from- the
general run of Universities. Then alone would thé visiong of

the iate Dr. '.C.Roy be fulfilled., It would be = pity 4f this
lnsbitutlon goes the way of other similar institutions. In the
natural rugged surroundings in which this University has been
31tueted it is essential that we should develop our own tradltlgDS,
a certain ruggedness ané chart out a new and 'dlfflcult path of
our owns * The reason why I am envlisaging such a course far this
‘Unlversity is that as events are taking shape today I feel we as
‘a natlon are becouing soft. West Bengal, it 1s reported, Qoes .
trday what the rest of India will 4o tomorrowe Therefore, I sayb
that this one of the youngest Universities of India, nurtured on
the faathiils of rugged Himalayas will be éomewhat distinctive.

I am sure the teachers, the Vice-Chancellor as well as the students
of this University will endeavour to set new trad;tionS, break
new grounds s thﬁt this University shoull come to occupy in

tines to come ~ unique posxtion of its awn and repapture the glory
of o rugged hard working generation of y)ungﬂen brought up in the

Hinalayan cradle.

Our pfesent system of eduecation has come in for a Lot af
criticism. ~We have had many Inquiry Conmigsions, Comnittees and
such other bodles who have gone into the entire problen of revanp -

ing the edueational system in India. As long ago as the early

decades 2f thise e1s..
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decadeé of this cenfury, our greatlleaders like Sri Arabindo Ghash
and Mahatma Gandhi thought of a system of hatisonal education
because thay felt that the educatisn then given was foreign in
texture and needed to be changed so that it n"y produce partiots
and Cedicated youngnen, dedicated t> restsre eternal values of
our national Life and nake this nabisn econanically and politicsally
great. The Universities of those days and the eﬂucationai ingtitu-
tions founded by the British were generally meant to create clerks,
ben-pushers or at best brown burenucrcbs t> perpetuate the British
‘rules Now we require young nen who will not ohly run a naﬁional
aﬂministratiSn to nake India great but who will also> take on the
responsibility to build a new India, an India of which our great
leaders had great visions and who dreamt that 1t will one day be,
as in the hoary past, the leader of civilization in the worla.
?hqrefore_the students and those in charge of thig University
have a speclal responsibility to diécharge. If this University
guitured on the foothill of the\Himalayas which has inspired
getierations of our peopie cannot sel a hew exanple and show a new
way we shall certainly have failed in realising the Oreaws which

ﬂ>t1vated Dr. B.C.Roy to founﬂ this institutivn.

A lot is.being sald and discussed about the state of affairg
~1n our Universities. Recently at the Governors' Conference a great
teal of crlticisn was nade about the state of affairs in our Univer-
slties. There was algo criticism of 1nilsc1plino in University
fqlpus. Pegie complained of rowdyisw, of lndiSCLplinb, of vinlence
and of a general desire on the part of students to get their
egroes somehow, whether their means were foul and fair, Thig is .
Ristres;ing situation. I cannot say that all the criticisms that
a2ve been levelled against ouf Universities and against our student

comunity are totally corract but all the seme the fact penaing

that: the L Y
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that the staté of affairs in our Universities and the climate in
our campuses cannot be described as satisfactory. A great deal of
change 1is fequired, and, therefore, we have to reform the entire
sducational syétem. The educatlonal system has ngt only to be
purposeful and create great men in our country, it has also to
snable our young men by the right-type of education to enable them
to play their rightful role in society when they enter life, vThe&
"should not be mere pen-pushers and seekers after white collared
jobs. Many of our Students who are today getting degreeé will soon
bé called upon to shoulder responsibilities of various kinds as

soon as they passed through thé portals of this University. The
problems that they have to face today seem almost insurmountable.
ProbablY‘the céuntry is unable to provide opportunities for the
unfoldment of the capabilitles of our young men. Probably we have
not been able to show enough forethought to build up a sociéty
whiph would provide adequate opportunities to our young mens
Howsoever that- be our resourceful young men coming out of the
Iniversities have. to carve out mbre and more opportunities of
»self-employment instead of running after white-collared jobs. The
S5tate has its share of responsibility in this regard and I am sure
people in pbsition of responsibility are giving thelr urgent
attention to this aspect of the problem. #&ll the same the necessary
capabilities which a University has to inculcatc among the students
have.to be provided for. The students who coume oﬁt of our Univer=-
sities aré generally unemployable, The problem is not that we have.
a growing number of unemployed persons, though: it appears so. The
realip:obiem is that our preseﬁt educétional system is responsible -
for creatiné increasiﬁgly large number of unemployables. The entire
system needs a radical change. But it is not so easy as we are
not writing on a cleén_slate. However one thing whiCh_appears

to me to be very necessary is the creation of a mentality, a ‘

psychology among our students not to shun or‘downgfade manual work.

We should seesenseon
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We should inculcate in them a sense of dignity of labour. It is
tnis spirilt which both Shri Aurabindo Ghosh and Mahatma Gandhi
wanted to infuse in our students: Unless our students despite their
high academic career, qualifications and distinction take to soume
kind of menual labour as a normal part of their life, the ."India

of Aurabindo's and Gandhiji's dreams will not materialise. Aurobipdo
founded a technical coilege at Jadavpur and Mahatma Gandhi talked of
the Charkhé. Their object was to develop & sense of respect for
manual work and wean people  away from the craze fof whike
collared jobs. It should not be congidered to be below the dignity
of an educated person to do some manual work. White,collaréd jobs
saould yield place to work of a kind where even physical labour is
_invoived. That is the only way when we can have a large number of
seople beqoming self—employed. No amount of new big fﬁctories
costing crores and crores of rupees can provide Jobs to‘millions

of our students who are daily coming out of our Universities.

“nat 1s needed is that the young men should have the capacity to
find jobs fof.themselves through the process of self-employment.
Eor that I do admit we have to create the necessary infra-structure,
the necessary facilitiess, financial, technical and others tha% is
the task to which the Government must apply its mind. I am sure

we are all seriously thinking about this problem and the day 1s not
fer off when the students who come out of our Universities will not
go ‘hunting for White-collared jobs through employmeht exchanges

or seek the support of some big wig, in poligical or éaﬂial life

tor desk jobs but will create Jobs for themselves through self-
smployments For this a new self-employment strategy has yet to be
wrked out. It requires a great deal of thinking by those in
aubhority as to how to devise the mechanism of what is called
Jcif—employment opportunities. It is no>t possible for me to spell
»ut this very important concept in thé_time at my disposal. But

L 4o feel that it should be possible for the State to provide the

nacassary infra-stuctiore,ceessesassss
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nscessary infra-strumecture, the climate of the necessary skills and
technical knowledge to enable our young men to selze aopportunities
for self—employmeﬁt‘ For this the State as well as experienced and‘_'
dediéated industrialistsbwill have to take care of the organisational
aspectss Small mechaniged industries will have to be set up byvour
aducated young nen in their homes and cottages where they can produce
gy>ds which will be either end products or intermediafes, the latter
t> be a part of a big\organised industry. The market for exportable
goods is unlimited. There is ample scope for internal consumption
and exports of such goaods provided people with.imagiﬁation,and
cnterprise can take charge of the organisational aspect. Necessary
organigational set up may'be given shape by the Government or the
leaders of society. I am sure our young and intelligent boyé and
girls who are second to nonme in the world would be able to make the
b2st use of such employment opprtunities if created by Government

and that. the necessary infra-structure, finanée, credit facilities,

necd to bring about a real extensive agricultural revolution including
horticuiture.and animal husbandry. Our educated young men can take
the inktiative in this matter., This will require lot of incentive

znd capacity to rough it out. I hope they would be able to do sd.
Thus there need be no room for pegsimism for the future of our

young nen and women.



