


{ of ‘this Umversxty Let me - at’ the outset congratulate the young
«graduatcs and other awardees fof’; degrees cand’ dlstmctxons for whom

1d. llte;a;ﬁfé

st ged func’nomng n ,19 ; W1th the Nepa,ll Acadgmy now




shifted to the Campus, will also engage in studies bearing on the life
and culture of the Nepali speaking inhabitants of the hill areas, and
play its due role in inter- d1sc1phnary research ' :

- It is needless to mention tHat the Centres of regional studies and
research of this University will in due course provide a strong empirical
basis for the socio-economic development of this region.. A matter of
_ 1mmed1ate relevance in this context is worth noting here. ‘Tea planta-
tions and tea processing riot only earn valuable. foreign exchange for ’
the national exchequer but aré also the main sources of livelihood for
alarge section of'the peo;)le in the surrounding areas A proposal t‘
* establish an. Institute of Tea Science and Management was modtet;ﬁ(m
1974 but could not be pursued earlier for various reasons. The scheme
which envisages research and tr'umng has been 1ecently submitted. to
the U. G.C. for approval and assistance. We hope to get necessary
assistance from the Govt of West Bengal as well Various orgamsa-
tions of tea industry and trade and 1nd1v1dual mdustnahsts and
merchants have also expressed their wﬂhngness to help. '

" While emphasising the prospects of soc;ally purposxve studxes
and research which are going to be pursued in this University, T must
touch upon the developmeul of our post graduate departmetits. ~ With
the -unstinted devotion of the teaching faculty, science departments
have built up commendable research facilities and these are being
-1mproved now through financial ass1stance from the U. G. C. atid the N
State Government Partly in recognition of the high quality of résearch q
‘bemg done in the Science departments, the U. G. C. has just given ’
approval for a Un1ver51ty Service and Instrumentation Centre (U.S.1. (SN
the first of i its kind to be set up in West Bengal We have also got
the approval of the U. G. C. for setting up a Research Service Céntre
-at this University to provide computat1onal and related facilities to
the teachers and researchers of different departments, The Reseatch -
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Servxce Centre should, in.course of time install a modern EDP system.

We hope to, set up both these. centres in the near future, . Although’
research activities in the arts and humanities departments are being

pursued, there are. certain. handicaps which - have, stood in the way of
more, vigorous,  work. . ;Faculty posmons and professorshlps remain to
be, ﬁll;d up,. m several depaxynents.‘ Oncc thc pogmons are, ﬁ]led up,
and Wlth the opening. up.
s&qgl;gg .k hope the humanities, . departments w111 Conlubuw _Anore
sg@stantxelky-t&geaeamh;‘ the near, fgture. . o . oo e

W . opportynities . of 1nter-d1sglplmgryx

contmuous evaluatmn “of the students progress as much as the course
conﬁents and methods of 1nstruct10n A scheme of perlodlcal mternal ass-

But 1,t is too eariy'"to lay any clann to perfectwn. Wlth the ex1stmg

. the conhnuatlon of earher

: estabhshed i th;s respect in reeent yeam. The acoummulated backlogs
of the ﬁrst deoree exammatlons have al ¢ady beéen cleared and’ T:y May

th1s year we shall also ‘be able “to'clear arrear exammatmons of post=

graduate stuaents “With” the ‘efforts fhat are afoof, and given the

("8



co-operatlon of teachers, - administrative staff and non- teaching perso-
nnel, it should be possrble for us to publish results in time.

As regards the improvement of college education, I would liké
to mention the steps whichi have been taken about ‘the mtroductron of

 new syllabi from July 1978 following the 104-2 stage of ‘school

- education. The und_er-graduate syllabi which ‘Have been drafted by the

" ‘Boatds of Studies of this University are in accordance with the patte'rn

of 2-year pass and 3-year "Hotours coutses with the provision of ofie

'year special Honours course afterthe two-year pass’ course in Arts

Smce February this year, we have orgamsed a series of seminars a&
se]ected reglonal centres in which teachers from nearby colleges d
teachels from post-graduate departments have comie together to drscuss
the new syllabi in different subjects These seminars in the first serles
are mtended to enable teachers to prepare for the new courses to be
oﬁ'ered The scheme of reglonal seminars have been by and largc
successful wrth the enthusiastic co-operatlon of large sectrons of
teachers, Such semmars can be organised in successive series wrth the
following objects : (1) prov1dmg opportumtles to teachers to exchange
ideas on academic matters of common mterest (u) self-assessment of
teachers through exposure to new ideas and - expanding ﬁontrers of

‘ knowledge (idi) slmrmg idecas on potential leseau,ll @iv) rcvrewmg the
: teachmg methods and contents of the exrstmg syllab1 The success of

1

all these effoits would however depend upon the provision of mmlmum

\ facilities and creation of necessary conditions in the colleges.. Some of

om colleges do_ not have the requisite number of teachers and mmls—
tcrlal staff, while llbrary grants are meagre " The Govt of West
Bengal has recently taken over the responsrbrhty of meeting the salary
of teaching and non~teachmg staff of prrvate co]leges Thrs is s
landable step But along with it there is also scope for a proper assess-
ment of the needs for  additional staff m colleces Thenecessrty of

( 4)






shortly expected, will be started dur_-ing;the next few months, A hostel.
for research scholars and additional . quarters for the Class IV staff of
the University have to be constructed in the near future for which the
U.G. C. has been approached for financial assistance. - Development
of the' University - Campus by - way of ‘adequaté roads, grecrieries; parks
and playgrounds-have been undertaken from time'to time i in the past with
special grants received for that purpose.. 'We need- more funds to give:
an' aesthetlc look to-our Campns whlch extends.over 330 acres of la'nd.‘

., Certajn other aspects of. Campus development ought to be’
mentioned -before I close . The .University. gets its. power- supply. froﬁ
the. State Electricity Board. But for..various reasons the supply has !
continued to be rather erratic resulting in serious dislocatien of acade-
mic activities, uncertainty of water supply and other difficulties in the
daily life ‘of Camipus “dwellets.” To ‘ensuie regularlty of power supp]y.
for more essential requiretents  of- the - Campus, a generator  sét of.
88 KW was proctred by the- »Umversrcy. It needs to be commissiohed:
by installing a transformer ~and’ nécessdry transmission’ lines.  The
existing water : supply system through deep tubewells was started in
1962-63 when - the population . of - the Campus was: less than - one-third
of what it is to-day; A ‘new: deep tubewell was sunk but water supply
could not be regularised for want of another water storage tank.  Work
will very soon start for the construction of a R.C. overhead tank of 25000
gallons capacxty "The exterisive boundary of the Campus'is not’ p1operly
walled and 11 View of the problem of security of the Campus dwellers,
ds well as unauthorlsed encroachment of University ' land, constructmn@
of bnundry walls m the more vulnerable parts around the Campus
has to be taken up on prlorlty We are thankful to the Government
of West Bengal for a specxal sanctlon of Rs. 5. 50 1akhs for the above
three purposes . .

4 Iwould 11ke to end now thapersonal note. I took charge
as Vice-Chancellor of this Umvemty about five months back. - The
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