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In order %0 be fully acqualinted with the culture of
to different institutions, organisations sonmcerned with it and Sook
intarviews of a nusber of persons closely ocmnected with culture and
manufscture of tem. It has S0 be admitted that the data available
in this reglon ave far from sdequate, In many omses people invelved
in the industyy fesl roluctant $o part with necessaxy inforeation,
Sesides, mary of ther do not keep records in aystematis oxder,
faged by the tea industry in this reglon, In stmiying the antire
atoosn to the fast relating to the rusning of this importeant indus-
toy.

In fack, the work has mainly been doze on the basle
of oxtonsive fisld work, On the whole, 62 tea o#tates, somprising
21 pereent of the total number were visited parmonslly by the awthor,
The selsetion of these estates were based on two oriteris: a) the
area of the estates, and %) the preduction of the estates, Therefore,
on these basie the eotates were subedivided into three catagories 1o
terms of thair geographiosl loeations, suoh as the gerdens on the
Hille, the Terel and the Doonrs, During the visit to the estates,
the author used %o teke a ayelostyled cony of ‘proforma’ prepared ly
him in consultation with his Supervisor snd collected various typee
of informatiom snd data, The same proforma was also sent iy post to
oseh of the estatos in the region, The charaoter of landuse obtaining
in the estates on the basis of settlemsnt curvey maps were slse Btu~
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died in detall dwring such visits, Altogether the thirteen monthe,
from Nowember, 1975 to December, 1974, were devoted at o stretoh
to the fieldestudy, Desides, visite of short duration were also

made from time to time in all the following yeavre,

In this connection, the author toock imterviews of varie
ous persons ranging from the management of the tea industry teo the
labour side, and the pormons closely associoted with tem, Thus,
eleven managers or renowned tea planters were gquectioned covering
Torai Indian Planters' Assovistion; Indian Tea Flanters' Assoeimtion
(Jalpaiguri)y AMvieer Officer, Tes Research Apsooiastion (Darjeeling):
President, Siliguri Tea Austion Committeej Deputy Labour Commissfioner,
S1l4gurd) Assigtant Ladour OComsissioner, Darjecling) Assistant Sofd
Gonservation Officer, Siliguriy Managing Divector, Copalpur Tea Co.
td, (Jalpaigurl)y Director, A.W. Plggis & Co, (P) Lod,, Osleoutte)
Managing Director, J. Thomas & Oo, (P) Lid,, Ouloutte; Inspector of
Fastories, Jalpaiguri; ote, Tho author took interviews of the Aiffe-
rent trade union leadsrs assooiated with Darjecling Ohis Eamen Mas-
dur Union, Rashtriye Cha Began Masdur Sangs, Sharatiys Cha Vasdur
Union, ete,, and also the experienced tes labourers ae well as stafy
members working in the tea estates for quite a long time,

The information gathered in this way have been thoroughly
compared, analysed and weighted bdefore inesrporating as materials
for the present study,
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Purther the author visited o aumber of institutions as
well as organisations for collecting necessary information and data,
They are : The Tes Boaxd of India, Calouttay Caleutta Tea Traders
ointion of Indta, Caleuttas Directories of Factories, Caleutta;
AW, Piggis & Co, (P) Ltd,, Caleuttay Onloutta Zea Auction Nart,
Association of India (Darjecling franch), Darjecling; Tea Reseazch
Assooistion, Derjesling) Teral Indian Planters' Asssoiation, Mati-
Avotion Uommittes, Siliguriy A%, Piggia » Op, T#d, (Siligwri
Branch), Siligwriy Office of the Daputy Labowr Ogmeissioner, Sili-
guri; Office of the Assistant Labour Commimmioner, Darjeelingy
Office of the Imspeetor of Faotoriss, Jalpalgurl; Office of the
Deputy Commionioner, Derjeeling) Recorde Room, Darjecling; Office
Room, Jalpaipued;y Tes Dowrd of India, S4ligurd Branch, A4digurd)
Tea Asvoeistion of Imdim, Filigwed Branch; 0ffice of the Bxeoutive
Engineer, Irrigation ani Watexways, Morth Semsal Imvestigation Divi-
sion, Government of West Bengal, Siligurijy Office of the Seglonsl
Dirgotor, Worker's Pduecation Contre, Sildguriy Regional Meteorologi~
and Planning), Siliguri; Office of the District Infustrial Officer,
8111gurdy United Jank of India, Jalpaiguri Sranchy Contral Sank of
Indtla, Sfliguri Dranch; Notional Atlas Organisetion, Caloutta; Ceo-
logioal Survey of India, Caleutta; Siliguri Planning Orgsnisation,
8liguriy oto,



During the temure of his studies, the author alse viei-
ted the Head Offices of some of the tea estates, The author almo
examined the old records nmaintained bty the relevant authorities,
field work and from various organisations have bdeen Shoroughly eva~
lunted and processed for presentation in this theeis.



