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CHAPTER VII 

Conclusion 

 

―There is a big certainty, that the excessive loss of the Hindus and Muslims of India 

caused by the partition, whether be compensated with the next hundred years‘,  

                                                                                                                     Louis Fisher.  

 

The British Raj created severe scar sowing the poisonous seeds of communalism and 

abandoned India forever dividing it into two independent countries. The partition of 

India is the unavoidable outcome of the conflicting antagonism between the Hindus 

and the Muslims. In 1947, with the transfer of power there was a great holocaust. 

From East and West Pakistan and from India to the two wings of her new neighbours 

flared a two-way trail of blood which mounted monstrous angry dimension. 

Following the division of India the problem of refugee population of West Pakistan 

were settled and integrated into the mainstream of Economic life in India. It is 

doubtless to say in this context that the irreconcilable religious outlook of the Hindus 

and the Muslims was one of the major obstacles on the way of their peaceful 

coexistence. Ranabir Samaddar is of the opinion that the Hindu communalism came 

into effect probably from 1930 onwards. The political set up in the 1940 was 

proceeding towards a deadlock in haste.
1
 It was a long debated question which was 

the guiding force behind the vivisection of Indian subcontinent. A lot of criticism and 

debates have been made upon this Himalayan problem. Different critics and debaters 

view the problem from their own perspectives. But none could have reached to a 

definite conclusion about the persons who could be accused or blamed for the 

partition of India. It had destroyed our lives, robbed our liberty and shattered our 

unity. Mr. Penderel Moon rightly said that ―the dawn of Indian independence was 

marred by massacres and migrations in the Punjab on a scale unparalleled in world 

History in time of peace‘. Noted personality and historian Frank Morace expressed 

similar view regarding the Partition of India.  According to him ―The freedom of the 

country brought partition as well as a holocaust of blood and fire‖.
2 
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The ‗Divide and Rule‘ policy of the British administrators was the principal weapon 

which they initially applied it in the year 1905. Due to the pressure of adverse 

circumstances the evil design of the British Raj proved abortive. In a word, their 

attempt to divide Bengal failed miserably. The British rulers with a view to ease their 

smooth running of administration created a mysterious hostile attitude between the 

two communities. It was crystal clear that the main objective of the British was to 

divide Bengal in 1905 and at the same time they decided to curb the spirit of 

nationalism and sentiments of the Bengali elite class. The policy of the British 

Government widened the gulf between the Hindus and the Muslims, which was next 

to impossible to be bridged. In the meantime some unavoidable circumstances made 

the situation more complicated. None could try to get rid of the prevailing 

circumstances and at the same time taking the advantage of their indifferent attitude 

the British applied their secret skill and became triumphant. Mahammad Ali Jinnah, 

the uncrowned leader of the Muslim League, wanted to translate into action the ‗Two 

Nation Theory‘ of Sir Sayed Ahmed Khan. Jinnah placed a demand claiming for a 

separate state entirely for the Muslims which ultimately came into force through the 

formation a new independent country known as Pakistan. Finally on 3
rd

 June, 1947 

Attlee, the British Premier declared the decision of the British Parliament to leave 

India within ten weeks. Attlee hurled a departing kick through the execution of 

partition of the Indian subcontinent. Before the transfer of power a committee under 

the chairmanship of Sir Cyril Radcliff was entrusted with the heavy responsibility of 

demarcating the borders of India. But the impartiality, ability and efficiency of 

Radcliff were not beyond question and out of criticism. He chalked the boundary line 

of 2,736 kilometer without any practical experience and knowledge about India.
3
 The 

people of both the countries after achieving freedom are still paying their 

compensation for the hasty, immature, inhuman, undemocratic, unethical and 

arbitrary decision of Radcliff. The lives and prospects of countless persons of both the 

countries remained buried under the debris of uncertainty and ambiguity.  

 

The surging tide of exodus following partition lashed the shore of both India and 

Pakistan. The episode triggered off large scale cross border migration in West Bengal 

and Punjab. Due to geographical proximity bulk of refugees from East Pakistan 

migrated to the adjoining districts of Calcutta, 24 Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly, Nadia, 

Murshidabad including the districts of North Bengal. Most of the uprooted persons 
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were migrated and settled in the border districts. It could undoubtedly be asserted that 

the majority of the displaced persons made their flow of journey uninterrupted 

towards Calcutta which was treated to be the major recipient of uprooted individuals 

hailing from East Pakistan. Following the tumultuous event almost 15 million people 

were recorded to be migrated in Indian Territory and it was also termed as the greatest 

mass exodus as recorded ever.
4
 The Hindu minorities anticipated that the communal 

turmoil of Noakhali and Calcutta gave a clear indication and a clear signal of 

impending danger and catastrophe that might make their future lives miserable and 

uncertain. They also foresaw and heard the sound of bugle of approaching misfortune. 

 

In the first phase of migration the so called wealthy personalities of East Pakistan who 

were mentally prepared to protect their dignity, wealth, honour and identity took 

ready decision to move towards metropolis. Subsequently, in the later phase, the 

Hindu minorities both lower and middle class delayed their movements due to several 

factors behind. They were not economically sound so they did not venture to move 

towards other safer places in empty hands. More so, they were not well conversant 

with the new environment and new associations. They also had no previous 

experience of camp life and tent life. So they were at their wits end. Putting at rest all 

speculations, they finally decided to move towards safer destinations ignoring 

inevitable obstacles and uncertainty.  The lower middle class Hindu families who had 

practically no asset of their own in East Pakistan were in a dilemma. As the majority 

of the people of East Pakistan belonged to lower class and they used to maintain their 

livelihood through manual labours and a good section of people depended upon their 

heir family trade and family professions. So they took unanimously the brave decision 

to move toward India. 

 

The refugees of the northern districts of East Pakistan preferred most to move towards 

North Bengal districts due to geographical propinquity and linguistic similarity. The 

other factors that lured and inspired the refugees of border districts of East Pakistan to 

the different districts of North Bengal were their social likeness, religious affinity and 

cultural resemblance. Just after the partition who migrated from East Pakistan to West 

Bengal were more or less educated and well established personalities, so they had not 

to face much more disadvantages in procuring jobs and other employments and also 

permanent settlement for their habitation. Another vital point may be added in this 



278 
 

connection that primarily the migrants of East Pakistan were not cordially received by 

the local inhabitants of North Bengal. A movement popularly known as ‗Bhatia 

khyadao‘ (Oust the ‗Bhatia‘ means the East Bengal refugees) started. But gradually an 

astonishing change was noticed over the attitude of the local people.  

 

Most of the inhabitants of North Bengal belonged to Rajbanshi community. A lion 

proportion of cultivable lands were under their possession. From 1950s a 

revolutionary change in the demographic scenario of North Bengal was visible. Due 

to rapid increase of population the equilibrium of agricultural economy shattered 

altogether. The scarcity of land became a chronic problem. During this time the 

slogan Langal jar jami tar became very popular. Apart from it the religio-cultural 

tussle took a complicated shape. The socio-religious movements gradually 

transformed in to a political movement. The reason for the rapid growth of population 

was different from other regions. The first step towards economic change was visible 

in post-independent period through the abolition of Zamindari system in 1953. In 

these circumstances some Government high officials and some affluent people 

occupied the places of landed gentry. The Rajbanshi community had no other 

alternative but to surrender to the sweet will of the outsiders. Naturally North Bengal 

inundated with new and a radical change in the realm of agriculture. 

From 1967 a new horizon was opened in the land reform movement in North Bengal. 

The land reform movement ruined the supremacy of the landed gentry. In the socio-

economic spheres of the region this period was marked as a period of transition 

because land reform movement was in vogue and on the contrary the period also 

witnessed the outbreak of Naxalite movement. ‗Operation Barga‘ in 1977 was another 

epoch making event of North Bengal. To get peasants   (Bhag chasi) registered and to 

convert excess private lands in to khas land were the prime objectives of the land 

reforms movements. The said movement had an adverse effect upon the Rajbanshi 

communities. They started movements relentlessly to acquire economic right and 

stability and at the same time to elevate their social dignity. In order to eradicate the 

long standing economic deprivation and discrepancies the Rajbanshi communities set 

up their first ethnic based organization to fulfill their desired objectives. It opened a 

new vista in the political movements of North Bengal. In major cases the movement 

originated in urban areas and it had to spread like wild flames in each and every 
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corner of rural areas. The Uttarakhand movement was such a movement which was 

basically originated from rural areas based on economic as well as psychological 

conflict.
5 

It is worth noting here that the Rajbanshi communities started losing their social as 

well as political hegemony due to the influx of refugees from East Pakistan. Studying 

the dynamics of Rajbanshi societies we found that with the migration of East Bengal 

refugees in the region of North Bengal, the Rajbanshies lost their economic control. 

This ultimately led to the Khatriyaisation movement. The Rajbanshis had developed a 

kind of social integrity through the social reform movement conceptualized as 

Khatriyaization
6 

Migration of the uprooted persons from East Pakistan to West 

Bengal, more specially in North Bengal naturally created a pressure on land and 

agriculture. More so, establishment of different tea gardens had created pressure on 

agriculture. As a consequence many Rajbanshi peasants were compelled to work as 

agricultural labourers on their own lands. Some of the Rajbanshi peasants had no 

other option but to sell their own lands to the people who came over here after the 

tragic event of partition, It was a grim irony of fate that some of them became 

labourers of those lands which were once under their possession.
7 

Since 1967, under the guidance and leadership of the left front Government of West 

Bengal land reform movement started initially. In the event of the land reform 

movement socio-economic backbones of the landed gentry were at shattered 

condition. The simultaneous and joint movements sponsored by the Land Reforms 

Act and the Noxalite movement were undoubtedly a period of transition in the annals 

of West Bengal state. In 1977 a new phase of movement started with renewed vigour 

and encouragement. ‗The Operation Barga‘ was a historical event in the socio-

economic scenario of West Bengal. From that time onwards a trend towards upward 

mobility with a view to securing economic stability through the attainment of political 

supremacy grew up among the deprived Rajbansis of North Bengal. A movement 

known as Uttarakhand was cropped up in the rural and urban sectors of North Bengal.  

The War of Liberation of Bangladesh was an epoch making event in the global 

history. Even before 1971 due to military rule of Pakistan 10 million people crossed 

border for shelter in India.
8
 Fear of maltreatment, harassment and violence were the 

justified reasons behind the fresh refugee migration over India and more specifically 
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in West Bengal from 1970s and the districts of North Bengal were flooded with 

Bangladeshi Hindu evacuees. As most of the evacuees were economically 

handicapped, were compelled to occupy the khas and vacant lands for constructing 

their dwelling houses in a particular area which was known as ‗jabar dakhal‟ (forced 

occupation) colonies. No Government approval of the lands was accorded instantly. 

But in the long run in, 1987 those colonies got Government approval. From that time 

onwards the Government took active initiative to train male and female uprooted 

persons simultaneously with a view to enabling them to support themselves and their 

families through their earnings. The objective of the Government was to train the 

uprooted individuals specially the women to make them self sufficient. Thence forth, 

it could minutely be observed, the womenfolk had the tendency and aptitude to earn 

with their own initiative and at the cost of their own endeavours. This was stated to be 

the greatest achievement of the refugee women. This positive spirit was found among 

the generations to come. Hence, refugees in the West Bengal were categorized as 

‗infiltrators‘, ‗Pakistani minorities‘ and ‗fugitives‘. Such categorization was made 

with the assumption of the State regarding the nature of this migratiton. The State 

believed it was temporary phenomenon and with the contemplation that the normalcy 

would soon be restored and pave the way of their return back. Nehru himself had firm 

conviction that the situation in East Bengal had not created severe and permanent 

danger to its Hindu minorities.
9
 From the Government‘s point of view it was stated to 

be a ‗psychological‘ fear or phobia of the migrants which would not be entertained or 

indulged.  

 

In East Punjab, the State took up measures for rehabilitation of the refugees on a war-

footing, while in West Bengal, the picture was quite reverse. They were also advised 

to go back to their respective homeland. Since 1950 the Government of West Bengal 

began to draw the attention of the Central Government towards the burning issue 

concerning refugees. Thereafter, the rapidity of rehabilitation slackened and   was 

stopped after 1958, until a fresh communal violence broke out in 1964. The modern 

conception of a state was not in favour of the continuing influx of migrants. Naturally 

the migrants from East Pakistan were taken to be the responsibility of Pakistan and 

not of India. The migrant in the West Bengal wanted stubborn protests and mass 

movements as the only remedy to their predicament. That anti-State attitude of the 

refugees completely outshined the constructive role of the migrant in the process of 
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self-rehabilitation. Without taking any financial assistance from the Government the 

migrants set up colonies and initiated other developmental works i.e. setting up of 

schools, colleges, libraries, clubs, health care centres, parks etc within the premises of 

the colonies under their united efforts and guidance. As mentioned in the dissertation, 

the Government at first did not recognize these colonies and when they finally 

recognised they made it clear that regularization would not entail any development 

works herein. Thus, much was left upon the shoulders of those migrants. Not only the 

residents of colonies exhibited their resourcefulness, even the camp residents were 

also made to work in various State-sponsored development projects. The projects like 

construction of roads and dams, clearing of forests, reclamation of waste land etc. 

were executed with their assistance. A sizable number of migrants were sent out of 

West Bengal and recruited in the difficult regions of Dandakaranya, Marichjhapi and 

to the islands of Andaman and Nicobar. Hiranmoy Bandopadhyay in his noted book 

‗Udvastu‟ clearly indicates that the refugees who returned back to West Bengal during 

this phase have to depend upon themselves for their rehabilitation and resettlement as 

they did not get any Government assistance.
10

 Such unique contribution of the 

migrants failed to get recognition and appreciation from Government level and it was 

not officially approved and no official records were available.  

 

The gender sensitive history on partition is a recent phenomenon. The women were 

absolutely neglected chapter in the partition historiography. But with the passage of 

time the old conception regarding the fairer sex changed in a phased manner. In the 

initial stage of gender based history of partition the refugee women were projected 

from the point of view of victimization due to partition but in the later period scholars 

stressed more upon the constructive role of the refugee women for the cause of their 

settlement, survival and above all the empowerment. Urvasi Bhutalia played a 

pioneering role in depicting the untold sorrows and sufferings of women who were 

the worst victims of partition. Her path breaking book „The Other Side of Silence‟ 

unearthed the bitter experiences of those refugee women that were plunged in the 

profound darkness of oblivion. In the subsequent years Ritu Menon and Kamala 

Bhasin produced an epoch making composition on the greatest human tragedy of 

partition from women perspective in their book ‗Borders and Boundaries: The 

women‟. The question, do women have a country? Is often followed by are the full 

fledged citizens of their countries? Recent feminist research has demonstrated how 



282 
 

‗citizen‘ and ‗state subject‘ are gendered categories by examining how men and 

women are treated unequally by most states but especially post-colonial states - 

despite constitutional guarantees of equality. The integration of women into modern 

‗nationhood‘ epitomized by citizenship in a sovereign nation-state somehow follows a 

different trajectory from that of men.
11

 

 

The impact of partition and the violence was extreme on womenfolk. They had to pay 

the cost of independence giving up their chastity and also through sacrificing their 

lives silently. During the period of turmoil the women became the common target of 

all attacks. Sexual assault, abduction, forced marriage, intimidation became regular 

feature. The women came over from East Pakistan to West Bengal as well as in North 

Bengal, were humiliated and tortured in every possible way in their ancestral place 

and also in their new abode. To protect their chastity and to uphold their dignity their 

family members forced to leave their motherland. Coming in contact with many 

victimized women the researcher has come to know that each and every woman left 

the country following the communal violence. It cannot be ascertained with certitude 

that all of them were the victims of direct violence but a psychological fear also 

played a vital role behind their migration. 

 

A good number of women engaged them in various activities for the wellbeing and 

betterment of their family and family members. In East Pakistan the female inmates of 

the family could not even think of going outside for outer activities but under the 

pressure of circumstances their old conception and attitude changed abruptly. In the 

meantime with a view to fulfilling their requirements some women made them 

socially and politically aware in meeting the challenges ahead. They set exemplary 

evidence before the inhabitants of North Bengal to move forward with a view to 

establishing their social dignity and to ameliorate the condition especially of the 

womenfolk. The new entrants in West Bengal in the event of war of liberation of 

Bangladesh were more upright, more energetic and more practical in their outlook. As 

a matter of fact, as the previous migrants hailed from East Pakistan mostly belonged 

to elite class, the female members of those families did not feel it deem to earn 

something for their families besides a few exceptional cases. On the contrary, most of 

the new migrants from the newly created Bangladesh belonged to lower strata of the 

society. They were physically and mentally prepared to face the new challenges they 
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were going to encounter. They preferred to honour their family professions. As a 

result they did not hesitate in performing their works as their predecessors performed. 

A sizable number of the women who came after 1971 engaged themselves as 

domestic help and lady attendant in hospitals and in financially affluent families to 

look after the kids and ailing persons.  

 

The Partition of India, with all its ramifications, for more than seven decades 

remained as central point of discussion for historians and social scientists of all 

possible shades.The partition meant mass migrations but the women reacted from the 

depths of their being at the idea of leaving home. Many literary narratives brought out 

this agony. Demolishing the tussle between personal and political and also 

demonstrating it in the experience of women, the feminist historiography has 

validated the significance of experiential dimension in analyzing the event of 

partition. 
12

 In the patriarchal system of India the women were always confined to 

domesticity and it perhaps symbolized their world of living and the outer world was 

prohibited for them. Due to that reason the womenfolk reacted sharply to the idea of 

leaving home. In the normative structure of society, a woman was complexly 

identified with the home and woman fixed her identity securely within the framework 

of her family confined to the four walls of house. If displaced from such a format of 

existence, she was shorn of the basic marker of her identity and with that she dies an 

unnatural psychic death. Women were certainly affected by the partition though their 

experiences varied. Amidst forced migration, violence, abduction, recovery and 

readjustments, most of them lost their identities, which were subsumed by identities 

like community, religion and nationality. In their memory, the predominant picture 

was one of confusion, dislocation and severing of roots, as they were forced to reckon 

with the implication of Independence, which to them meant partition.
13

A number of 

women could never recover themselves from partition, where as some women viewed 

this rapture as a moment of unexpected liberation for womenfolk.
14 

 

Partition was a tangled event that changed the lives of millions of people in different 

ways. The event of partition not only compelled the evacuees to leave their home and 

hearth but also made them politically isolated, socially degraded, economically 

crippled, morally weakened and psychologically paralyzed. Their pang, pathos, agony 

as well as ecstasy, trauma and ultimate triumph made a tremendous impact upon the 



284 
 

outstanding creative thinkers. Their penetrating insight depicted the untold sufferings 

of the refugees specially the women who were the worst suffers and victims of 

partition in both Bengal and Punjab. The women had occupied an important position 

in the domain of partition literature. The litterateurs like Saadat Hossain Manto, 

Khuswant Singh, Attia Hossain, Jill Didur, Rajinder Singh Bedi etc. have recorded 

and pictured the characters of the women victims of the partition. They attached less 

importance upon sentiments and emotions but more importance upon the genuine 

struggle of the women against violence, atrocities, bloodshed, ferocity and inhuman 

torture upon the innocent armless and helpless depressed women, the holocaust of 

partition had created incurable wound that still oozing. 
 

 

The literature of Bengal did not lag behind in portraying the pathetic saga of displaced 

individuals both male and female from East Pakistan to West Bengal. A number of 

promising writers, poets, novelists and dramatists contributed a lot in the arena of 

partition literature. Their writings offered detailed and elaborate narration of partition, 

refugee exodus, violence, suffering of womenfolk, physical and mental torture, abuse, 

sexual harassment and above all their struggle for resettlement and empowerment. A 

good number of Bengali novels, memoirs, short stories, poems, films have presented 

the refugee women as true representatives of social injustice and deprivation bearing 

the eloquent testimonies of human sufferings from gendered angle. The female 

characters of the partition literature of Bengal reveal their determination and tenacity 

for combating the evil designs of the anti- social elements and established their social 

identity despite their deprivation to avail the legitimate facilities of the society, which 

was considered to be their greatest achievement. But at the same time it was also 

noticed that majority of women who remained within the periphery of four walls 

could not venture to come forward to snatch their legitimate right. They remained 

contented accusing their own destiny. It was the true picture of common uprooted 

women who made selfless contribution silently for the well being of respective 

families. 

 

Hiranmoy Bandopadhyay, a high ranking Government official of the period, acted in 

different districts and different capacities, laments that the valuable efforts of talented 

personalities were not deployed for the all-round development of the state. According 

to him it was nothing but the lamentable wastage of talents. The heavy loss they 
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incurred could not partially been compensated that made them perplexed. The 

migrants could not adjust themselves with the unpleasant situation they were in. They 

could not keep away their nostalgic reminiscences from their life. So, truly speaking, 

the uprooted people could not accept whole heartedly the suicidal attitude of the 

immature politicians who brushing aside the hopes and aspirations of the Hindus and 

the Muslims bifurcated the country. The famous poem of noted poet Annada Shankar 

Ray projected before readers through his poem ‗Teler shihsi bhanglo bole‟ through 

which he held responsible of the leaders who divided the country. He also tried to 

ventilate the grievances, anger, frustration, agony and hatred of the common people 

over the unprecedented and unpredictable episode of partition of India. 

                                     Teler shishi bhanglo bole 

                                    Khukhur pore raag koro 

                                   Tomra jei sob buro khokha 

                                   Bharat  bhenge bhag koro. 

                                              Taar bela! 

(As the little girl breaks a bottle of oil, you scold her .You the veteran persons when 

divide the country, what of that?)
15 

 

 The vital reason behind the creation of a separate state was nothing but the 

manifestation of protest of the local Rajbanshies against the supremacy of the 

outsiders. The successive movements of Khatriyaization, sanskritization and 

Hinduization wanted to strengthen the Rajbanshi movement but the above noted 

movements failed to produce any permanent effects upon the Rajbanshi communities. 

They also demanded Kamtapur state and voiced their demands to give prompt 

recognition of the Kamtapuri language. Subsequently in 1987 a party known as 

Kamtapur People‘s Party (KPP) came into existence. They were plunged with 

profound darkness of illiteracy, superstitions and were quiet indifferent to 

advancement of other countries. Initially the uprooted migrants were not cordially 

accepted by the local population. But with the passage of time the Rajbanshi 

community realized it whole heartedly that the presence of refugee population would 

bring about more benefit for their life style. The people of North Bengal especially of 

rural sectors and women in particular became indebted to the refugee women. They 

were indebted to their female counterparts of East Bengal for promoting their political 
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consciousness, social awareness and necessity of education. The displaced refugee 

women tried their level best to elevate the social positions of the Rajbanshi women.  

To know the unknown, to see the unseen, to visit the unvisited, to explore the 

unexplored were beyond the range of their imagination and in this respect the 

initiative of refugee women were really praise worthy. In previous years major rural 

population of North Bengal absolutely depended on agriculture and agricultural 

produce. The modern technique of production and different superior qualities of seeds 

of crops were unknown to them. They blindly followed the traditional technique of 

production. Few limited crops were available in the market in specific season.  But 

with the advent of refugees the whole complexion of situation changed in phased 

manner. The local farmers were encouraged to be acquainted with the modern 

scientific technique to grow unfamiliar crops of various types. Now-a-days variety of 

fishes, vegetables and fruits are available in the market in all seasons throughout the 

year. More so North Bengal districts have had the ability and capacity to import 

surplus commodities in different neighbouring districts and states which were 

unquestionably a fair indication of economic growth of respective districts.  

From academic point of view the people of North Bengal lagged behind to a 

lamentable extent. With a view to educating the uneducated people in North Bengal 

mainly in the rural sectors schools of different categories, primary, secondary, higher 

secondary, colleges and universities for higher education were established. They also 

advocated for vocational training schools, technical schools to make the boys and 

girls technically sound. The Hindus of East Bengal were homeless in a Muslim 

dominated nation in the truest sense of the term.  Refugee rehabilitation was 

considered to be a national responsibility by the postcolonial Indian government. 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru made it clear in a public meeting that the welfare of 

the displaced was not merely a humanitarian responsibility on the part of the state  

alone, it was a pragmatic one on which the future and welfare of India depended.
16

 

But the primary object of the Government was make arrangement for the resettlement 

of refugees from West Pakistan. The national leadership was ambivalent regarding its 

responsibilities toward East Bengal refugees. They were unwilling and unable to 

block migration altogether, but afraid of ―inviting‖ millions of East Bengali Hindus 

into the country and alienating Pakistan as a result, undermining India's foundational 

principle of secularism, and burdening the fragile economy.
17
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A bulk of population of East Pakistan had to struggle a lot along with their male 

counterparts. But their efforts for survival and attempts to cope with the new situation 

were not given due importance. The history of displaced persons and their quest for 

new shelter in the districts of North Bengal is almost untouched. North Bengal was 

flooded with exodus from the pre-partition period. The migrated people afterwards 

mingled with the local people. It was evident from various census reports that from 

1901 some people from East Pakistan came to the districts of North Bengal. The 

number rose to an alarming extent after the partition. These migrated people 

ultimately strengthened their position in various spheres of life after a long strife. The 

migrated womenfolk from East Pakistan gradually involved themselves intimately 

with various activities with the local people. 

It is worth noting in this context that after hailing from East Pakistan to North Bengal  

those displaced women also served as a source of inspiration to those non immigrant  

women who were long been deprived due to lack of education. It would not be out of 

place to mention that a sizable number of women enjoyed the privilege of education 

even long before the partition. But it was concentrated among the limited few hailing 

from upper class. Exodus of displaced women, their trauma, their long struggle and 

ultimately their success directly or indirectly helped the local backward people to 

establish themselves keeping at bay the age-old prejudice and blind conception. The 

uprooted persons infused upon the innocent, simple and uneducated people of North 

Bengal the sense of self consciousness. The wave of migration continued until the 

Bangladesh war of liberation in 1971and even after. 

The partition of India dismantled the difference between public and private sphere of 

refugee women ushering into an epoch of modernity. Practically, the violence 

followed by partition contaminated the sanctity of private arena of womenfolk which 

actually evoked their emancipatory possibility. The opinion of Partha Chatterjee may 

be cited in this regards. In his work Nation and Its Fragments illustrates the 

hegemonic nature of Indian modernity and nationalism. He opines that though the 

Bengal Renaissance brought about a new era of modernity but still the difference of 

andar and bahir was to some extent compromised. 
18

 Partition as a historical 

phenomenon had altered the trajectory of Indian modernity as it dismantled the 

sanctity of private life to a considerable extent. 
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The women question was to be found in keeping with framework of the traditional 

values of the indigenous culture in Bengali society.Chatterje notes a distinct 

reluctance on the part of the nationalist and social reformers to allow any colonoial 

intervention specially in the domain of socio-cultural reforms and more specifically 

the position of women in colonized society, by the end of nineteenth century. 

Education was encouraged as a mark of cultural refinement of women because they 

were considered as the embodiment of cultural values and sentiment.They were 

entrusted with the responsibility to keep intact the sanctity and inner purity.Actually 

the Bengal Renaissanace talked about the emancipation of exterior subjects giving the 

female members the necessary education but without compromising the persona of 

feminine self. The de sanctification of private life due to violence was never the less 

responsible in dismantling the binary of the sacred interior and the trivial outside.  

Economic emancipation of the womenfolk was one of the visible characteristic of 

partition. Coming out of the age long tradition they became economically self 

dependant. The displaced persons more specifically the women were rather compelled 

to work outside the purview four walls. From this period some women were entrusted 

with the responsibility of eldest son.This process of ungendering is an important 

phenomenon of post partition Bengali society. This tendency to shift from traditional 

stereotype set up opened a new horizon in partition studies. 
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