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PREFACE 

 

 The enactment of the Right to Information Act, 2005 has been a revolutionary 

step in Indian jurisprudence. It has direct relevance with all other contemporary 

legislations and has the potential to change the way the government functions. With the 

universalisation of the right to freedom of expression, various international and domestic 

legislations have embraced access to information as a fundamental human right making 

transparency and openness a globally accepted norm. 

 

 In India, the Act has emerged as an important tool in the hands of the citizens 

making the public functionaries directly accountable to public. The Act has been there 

for more than thirteen years and is considered one of the greatest achievements so far in 

bringing transparency and accountability in public administration. It has enabled the 

citizens to voice their opinion and directly engage themselves with the state.  

 However, various factors have surfaced over the years that has deprived the 

citizens from its use and left ample scope for the public functionaries to misinterpret the 

Act. Lack of awareness about the Act among the citizens, resistance towards pro active 

disclosure by the public authorities, inadequate Information Commissioners and repeated 

attempts to weaken the law are common problems associated with   the Act.  

 In the backdrop of the above, this thesis is a modest effort to bring forth the 

efficacy of the Act and present a comprehensive approach towards the various 

constraints that hinder its successful implementation. 

 This work is more like a journey towards sunlight from darkness and the 

primary source of my inspiration is Almighty for His unconditional love and blessings. 

 I take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisor, Prof. 
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for his invaluable suggestions and occasional reprimands that have been instrumental in 

bringing the research work into its present form.  



iv 

 My profound thanks to Prof. (Dr.) Gangotri Chakraborty, Professor, 

Department of Law, for all her support and encouragement in the completion of this 

research work. I would also take this opportunity to thank Dr. Sujit Kumar Biswas, an 

elder brother, a colleague, for his motivation and valuable suggestions. 

 I sincerely thank Dr. Vinod Sharma, Advocate, Supreme Court of India and my 

younger sister Panchali for their ingenuine efforts in helping me with the empirical 

research which would not have been possible without them. 

 Thanks are due to my dear friends - Ms. Sharmi Ghosh, Dr. Sangeeta Roy 

Maitra and Dr. Gitu Singh for extending all possible help surmounting the distances. 

 I gratefully acknowledge Dr. Biswajit Chatterjee, Secretary to the Vice 

Chancellor, University of North Bengal for sparing his precious time and for his 

valuable guidance in the completion of the present work. 

 I extend warmest thanks to my colleagues of the Department of Law, 

University of North Bengal for their consistent motivation and for making this journey 

an unforgettable experience. 

 I am grateful to Mr. Shantanu Chanda, Mr. Amal Dhar and Mrs Mithu Dhar  – 

our library staff and each and every non-teaching staff of the Department for their 

invaluable cooperation. 

 I owe my deepest gratitude to my father Mr. Sadhan Moitra, my husband, 

Dheeraj Gupta, my elder sister, Rakhi and my mother - in - law Mrs. Mridula Gupta for 

going out of the way each time I sought their assistance.  A special thanks to my helping 

hand Sanam for her unfailing support throughout the accomplishment of my work. 

 My son, Master Adhiraj Gupta deserves special mention for bearing with my 

intentional aloofness from him and for showering on me all his love in difficult times. I 

am in loss of words to thank my dearest mother, Mrs. Shikha Moitra for all her sacrifices 

and blessings that has always been my strength and inspiration. 



v 

 Last but not the least, my humble gratitude to the departed soul, Late Prof. B.P. 

Dwivedi, my former Supervisor, for his confidence in me and for motivating me to work 

on this topic. 

 

 

 

Date:                                 Sanyukta Moitra 

 


