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GLOSSARY 

Anganwadi: Government sponsored child-care and mother-care centre in India. 

Astam Prahar: Devine meditation for day and night. 

Astami: It is the second day ofDurga puja. 

Bandhan: A co-operative society locally known as bandhan. 

Basumati thakurani: The earth-deity. 

Belcha: It was made up of both iron and wood. This implement was used to uplift the 

stones and sand in the basket and trucks. 

Bengali calendar: This Bengali calendar has twelve months i.e. Baisakh (April), Jaistha 

(May), Ashar (June), Shraban (July), Bhadra (August), Ashwin (September), Krartick 

(October), Aghrayan (November), Poush (December), Magh (January), Falgun 

(February), Chaitra (March). 

Bhai tilca: On the fifth or last day of Tihar, brothers take tilca (holy mark) from sisters. It 

is believed that brothers become safe from death and other evils after taking tika and 

garlands from their sisters during Tihar. 

Bhut: Ghost 

Bidi: It is a type of cheap cigarette made of unprocessed tobacco wrapped in leaves. 

Bigha: A measure ofland in India, varying from 1/3 to I acre (1/8 to 2/5 hectare). 

Bisahari: The deity of the snakes. 

Bisto thakur: The water God. 

Brahmacharya: Study life. 
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Buhari: Daughter-in-law. 

Burma thakur: The Hindu God who is the protector from fire. 

Cha/lan book: It is used for tax and VAT collection through royalty office of the stone 

field. 

Chalna: Seive. 

Chikan: Lucknow's most famous textile decoration style. 

Chira: Flattened rice. 

Dahi: Curd. 

Dalit: It is a designation for a group of people traditionally regarded as untouchable. 

Dasai: It is known as Durga Puja and this is the greatest festival in Hindu society. 

Devis: Goddesses. 

Devta: God. 

Dhaba: Roadside restaurant. 

Dhami: The traditional magico-religious healer mainly found in the villages of Indian. 

Dharam thakur: The fertility God and a healer of disease. 

Dorje: A representation of a thunderbolt in the form of a short double trident or scepter. 

Dulai Chandi: One of the auspicious forms of Goddesses Chandi. 

· Durga Puja: The worship of Goddesses Durga. 

Durga: According to Hindu mythology Durga is the most powerful Goddess who is the 

.remover of all obstacles. 

Gaini: This iron made implement was used to crush the stones. 
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Ghat malik: The lease holder who can appoint a number of staff in the Royalty Office for 

tax collection in the stone field. 

Ghyu: A class of clarified butter. 

Gotra: Clan. 

Gram devta: Village deity. 

Gram Panchayat: Local government bodies at the village or small town level in India. 

Guru kul: The abode or the family of one's guru. 

Guru: Sanskrit term for "teacher" or "master", especially in Indian religions. 

Had: Bone or agnatic kin. 

Hari: It appears as 650th name of Lord Vishnu in Hinduism. 

Hat: Weekly market. 

Indra: The god of rain and thunderstorms. 

Jadutona: White or black magic. 

Jal para: Sanctified water provided by traditional healer. 

Jesus Ashram: It provides fellowship where peoples' lives are transformed under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Jhankri: In the villages oflndia jhankri is the traditional magico-religious healer. 

Jhami: It was made up of both wood and iron wires. This implement was used to isolate 

the stones from sand. 

Jogaune: Avoidance 

Jogin: Girl saint 

335 



Kachha: A kachha is a building made of natural materials like mud, bamboo, grass, 

thatch or sticks. 

Kali: The Hindu Goddesses associated with empowerment. 

KB box: It was made up of wood. This implement was used to measure the amount of 

stones and also used to load the stones to the trucks. 

Khappar: Man's skull 

Knata: It was made up of both iron and wood. This implement was used during stone 

collection from waist level water. 

Krishna: Eighth incarnation ofLord Vishnu in Hinduism. 

Kul devta: Family deity. 

Langautis: Loincloths. 

Laxmi puja: The worship of Goddesses Laxmi. 

Laxmi thakurani: The Hindu Goddess of wealth, prosperity, fortune, and the embodiment 

of beauty. 

Mahakal Thakur: God of mountains and forests. 

Mahakuma: Sub-division. 

Mandir: Temple. 

Mantheni System: An agreement between sardar and truck owner in the stone field. 

Mantra-tantra: Incantations and spells. 

Marua: Dry crop. 

Masan Kali: Images of Goddesses Kali who is worshipped on different occasions for the 

purpose of purification of the houses. 
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Matul: It was made up of both iron and wood. This implement was used to crush the 

stones. 

Munsi: The person who looks after the works of the labourers in the stone field. 

Muri: Puffed rice. 

Nata: Relationship. 

Nawami: It is the third and fmal day of Durga puja. 

Nawami: Ninth day. 

Oelty: It was made up of both wood and iron wires. This implement was used to isolate 

the stones from sand. 

Paetains: A piece of cloth wrapped around to cover breasts and lower torso till knees. 

Fanta bhat: Stalled rice. 

Pawan thakur: The Hindu God who is the protector from storms. 

Pawani: Traditionally, the Rajbanshi people celebrate their own festival such as the 

Pawani. 

Preths: Demons. 

Pucca road: A road covered with blacktop. 

Puja: Worship. 

Rath Yatra: A ceremonial procession centred around a chariot carrying a holy image, 

specifically the procession of the Hindu God Jagannatha. 

Reja: Daily wage labour. 

Sakhra: The God Indra also known as Sakhra in Vedas. 
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Samiti: Co-operative society. 

Sarva Shiksha Abiyan: Government of India's flagship programme aimed at the 

universalisation of elementary education in a time bound manner. 

Sarbamangala: This deity is worshipped for the wellbeing of family. 

Sardar: Leader. 

Shakta: Worshipper of mother Goddess. 

Shiva thakur: The most powerful God of the Hindu pantheon and one of the God heads in 

the Hindu Trinity. 

Sindur: Vermilion. 

Sishu siksha kendra: A mission of the Government oflndia and its objective is to bring 

all the children between 5-9 years under primary education. 

Sudama: Close friend of Hindu deity Krishna in sage Sandipani's hermitage. 

Tarai: It is a belt of marshy grasslands, savannas, and forests. 

Tel para: Sanctified oil provided by the traditional healer. 

Thakur: Deity. 

Than: Altar. 

Thar: Clan 

Thika: Iron made implement which is used during stone collection from knee or waist 

level water. 

Tihar: The festival of lights, where many candles are lit both inside and outside the 

houses to make it bright at night. 

Tika: Holy mark. 
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Tukuri: It was made up of bamboo split. This implement was used to carry the stones and 

sand from one place to another and also used to measure the amount of stones. 

Vaishnav: According to Hindu mythology the Vaisnavs are the worshipper of Lord 

Krishna. 

Vedas: The Vedas are considered the earliest literary record of Indo-Aryan civilization, 

and the most sacred books oflndia. 

Vishnu: The Hindu Goddess of peace. 

Zari: A type of gold thread used decoratively on Indian clothing. 
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