
CHAPTER IX: CHILD WORKERS AND 

VIOLATION OF THEIR RIGHTS 

Child is an important matter of the society. They are the future of a nation and important 

for the society. Therefore, they need to be grown up properly. There are 7 billion children 

in the world and 251 million in our country, India; but all of them are not living 

smoothly. In various ways, many of their grown up and development are being affected. 

The issues like poverty, illiteracy, poor health, torture, rape, trafficking, child work etc. 

have snatched away their right to live well. It is true that in almost all the countries of the 

world there are so many rights to protect and develop the children, but nevertheless their 

rights are continuously being violated in various ways. These are highlighted below: 

What is Child Right? 

The development, the culture and civilisation of the countries should be assessed not by 

the economic growth, but by the respect and protection given to the human rights of the 

individuals, particularly by the well-being of the children. Each and every child in every 

nation is entitled to a whole series of rights called child rights (Kaarthikeyan, 2005: 36-37 

and 95-96). 

The principles outlined in the international human rights framework apply both 

to children and adults. Children are mentioned explicitly in many of the human rights 

instruments; standards are specifically modified or adapted where the needs and concerns 

surrounding a right are distinct for children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child 

brings together the children's human rights articulated in other international instruments. 

This Convention articulates the rights more completely and provides a set of guiding 

principles that fundamentally shapes the way in which we. view children. This 

compilation and clarification of children's human rights sets out the necessary 

environment and means to enable every human being to develop to their full potential. 

All children have the same rights. All rights are interconnected and of equal importance. 
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The Convention stresses these principles and refers to the responsibility of children to 

respect the rights of others, especially their parents. By the same token, children's 

understanding of the issues raised in the Convention will vary depending on the age of 

the child. Helping children to understand their rights .does not mean parents should push 

them to make choices with consequences they are too young to handle (UNICEF: 

Convention on the Rights of the Child; http://www. 

unicef.org/crc/index _ understanding.html). Children enJOY the same human 

rights accorded to all people. But, lacking the knowledge, experience or physical 

development of adults and the power to defend their own interests in an adult world, 

children also have distinct rights to protection by virtue of their age. One of these is 

protection from economic exploitation and from work that is dangerous to the health and 

morals of children or which hampers the child's development (Effective Abolition of 

Child Labour: ILO Conventions; http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p= 

NORMLEXPUB:l2100::NO::Pl2100_ILO_CODE:C138). The child shall enjoy special 

protection, and shall be given opportunities and facilities, by law and by other means, to 

enable him to develop physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and socially in a healthy 

and normal manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity (Declaration of the Rights 

of the Child: Adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 1386 (XIV) of 10 December 

1959). 

The children have rights as human being and also need special care and protection. The 

fundamental rights ofthe children are: 

(i) The right to survival, which includes the right to life, the highest attainable 

standard of health, nutrition and standard of living adequate for their 

physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. 

(ii) The right to protection, which includes freedom from all forms of 

exploitation, abuse, inhuman or degrading treatment and neglect. 

(iii) The right to development, which includes the right to education, support for 

early childhood development and care, social security and the right to 

leisure, recreation and cultural activities; and 
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(iv) The right to participation, which includes respect for the views of child's 

freedom of expression, access to appropriate information and freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion (Panigrahi, 2003: 39). 

Though there are several rights to protect or save the interest of children but these are 

being violated in various ways which are discussed below-

Violation of Child Rights 

Over 50 per cent of the children in India live in poverty, ailment and exploitation. The 

socio-economic condition of a society reflects in the living condition of its children, 

poverty, malnutrition, hunger and illiteraf~ are prevailing in the lower ranges and they 

comprise people below the poverty line, the disadvantaged sections and it is true that the 

basic rights to the child are mostly denied, these are the sections which form a larger 

majority in the world. Basic rights to the child are denied not because of any perverse 

social system or lack of bonds of love and affection from those who have brought them 

into this world, but due to hunger, poverty, malnutrition and large-scale unemployment 

(Saksena, 1999: 79-80). Child abuse (violation of child rights) is a huge issue for our 

community, as big as issue as that of protecting our environment. Child abuse is the 

misuse of power by adults over children that endangers or impairs a child's physical or 

emotional health development (Tiwari, 2004, Vol.l: vii). Abuse can be physical, sexual, 

emotional, verbal, or a combination of any or all of these. Abuse can also be neglect, 

which is when parents or guardians don't take care of the basic needs of the children who 

depend on them. Neglect occurs when a child or teen doesn't have adequate food, 

housing, clothes, medical care, or supervision. Emotional neglect happens when a parent 

doesn't provide enough emotional support or deliberately and consistently pays very little 

or no attention to a child. This doesn't mean that a parent doesn't give a kid something he 

or she wants, like a new computer or a cell phone, but refers to more basic needs like 

food, shelter, and love. Family violence can affect anyone. It can happen in any kind of 

family. Sometimes parents abuse each other, which can be hard for a child to witness. 

Some parents abuse their kids by using physical or verbal cruelty as a way of discipline 

(Lyness, Date reviewed: September 2013). Our children are our most valuable and 
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vulnerable resource. Children are wealth of our society and they are the future of any 

developing as well as developed country. But it is a pity that child abuse became an 

alarming condition in the present day civilization and in this perspective obviously it has 

a negative impact on the future development of a nation. Child abuse refers to "any child 

who receives non-accidental physical and psychological injury as a result of acts and 

omissions on the part of his parents or guardians or employers ... " (Ahuja, 1992: 190). 

Worldwide, approximately 40 million children are subjected to child abuse each year 

(WHO, 2001). Suicide is the third leading cause of death in adolescents around the world 

(WHO, 2002). One study revealed that about 30 per cent of all severely disabled children 

relegated to special homes in the Ukraine died before they reached 18 years of 

age. UNICEF estimates that two million children died as a result of armed conflict during 

a recent 10 year period, and that another six million were injured or disabled (Human 

Rights Watch, 2001). In Canada, the U.S. and Mexico, over 6.5 million children 

aunually are exposed to unwanted sexual materials over the internet; over 1. 7 million of 

these report distress over exposure to these materials (Estes & Weiner, 2001 ). Each year, 

approximately one million more children around the world are introduced into 

commercial sexual exploitation (Casa Alianza, 2001). Sexual abuse statistics vary 

between countries and reports but are consistently alarming. One country's research 

indicates that up to 36 per cent of girls and 29 per cent of boys have suffered child sexual 

abuse; another study reveals up to 46 per cent of girls and 20 per cent of boys have 

experienced sexual coercion (The 571
h session of the UN Commission on Human Rights; 

http://www.child-abuse-effects .com/child-abuse-statistics.htrnl). More than 50 per cent 

of children in India are sexually abused. A study conducted by Plan International also 

reveals physical punishment exists in Indian schools. India has almost 19 per cent of the 

world's children and more than one third oflndia's one billion-strong population is under 

18 years of age. With 50 per cent of these children in need of care and protection, it 

clearly identifies there is a crisis. In a Times of India news story on October 26, Ashis 

Ray reports that 50 per cent of all children in India have been sexually abused. Plan 

International calculates that there is a minimum of $1.4 billion lost every year in social 

benefits because of physical abuse in schools (Ray, Oct. 26, 2010). In India total38172 

incidences against children have been happed during 2012. Incidence and rate of crimes 
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committed against children in states and UTs of India during 2012 reveals that the highest 

percentage (15.8%) of crime has been happened in Uttar Pradesh followed by Madhya 

Pradesh (13.54%), Delhi (11.69%), Maharashtra (9.05%), Bihat (7.58%), Andhra 

Pradesh (5.96%), Chhattisgarh (4.93%), Rajasthan (4.73%), and West Bengal (4.47%). In 

case of cities in India the highest percentage (38.5%) of crime against children has been 

happened in Delhi (city) followed by Bengaluru (5.8%), Murnbai (5.5%), Pune (3.1%), 

Durg-Bhilainagar (2.8%), and Kolkata (2.4%), (Crime in India 2012 Statistics, National 

Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Horne Affairs, Government of India). Child labour 

remains a major cause of child exploitation and abuse in the world, depriving millions of 

children worldwide of adequate education and good health. Many of these children are 

victims of the "worst forms" of child laboirr, which include slavery, bonded labour, drug 

trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation, domestic labour, armed conflict and all other 

physically and morally hazardous type of work. Today India is facing various 

complicated problems and child work is one of such problems which is a significant 

problem in India. India shows the higher prevalence of child work participation rates 

compare to other developing countries. According to 2001 Census oflndia, there are 1.26 

crore working children in our country in the 5-14 age groups as compare to 1.13 crore in 

1991. Child worker remains a major cause of child exploitation and abuse in the world, 

depriving millions of children worldwide of adequate education and good health (Tiwari, 

2004, Voi. 2: 15). They never can protest against it. They have no capacity to form a 

union or go to law or court and even their inability to go to strikes and fight for right has 

clearly been reflected as they are the child just like a blooming flower in the garden. 

Children are the building block of a nation and if they are provided the appropriate kind 

of development then they can contribute to the nation in a big way when they grow old. 

So the child worker and child rights have become a key important issue at the present 

day. In this context, the present chapter mainly highlights the working children in respect 

to violation of their rights from various angles in the studied area. 

Violation of Rights of the Working Children 

The children are the asset of our society and thus, their grow-up and development should 

be in the proper way but these are not happened always properly. In this respect among 
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the 250 studied families there were 451 children of5~14 years ages and among them 377 

were the working children. However, the life of both the categories of children mostly 

had to pass through various problems and in this regard, particularly the grow-up and 

development of the working children was too much vulnerable. Their day long working 

involvement as well as utter financial constraint in the family deprived them of all their 

fundamental needs and rights like opportunity of education, dress, proper shelter, security 

of proper nutritious food for their development. They could hardly manage the minimum 

adequate time for studies due to their busy working schedule for the whole day. Most of 

the parents were cruel as their anger found expression in bitter scolding and sound 

beating their children either for absence in work or raising eyes from work. Besides this, 

they had no proper shelter as they were mostly found to live in the broken houses oflittle 

rooms with kachha platform. The housing condition was not in favour of living. 

Considering to their food habit they could hardly accumulate the proper nutritious food in 

their daily diet and they took their meals not more than twice a day. Often they were 

found to work in hungry in_ the stone field. Their dress pattern simply indicated their 

inability as due to over working and rough use of dress their clean dress became dirty 

very soon but the habit of washing and the frequency of change of clothes were hardly 

noticed among them. Lack of ability to bear the expense of treatment with necessary tests 

and purchase of prescribed medicines, Jailing to take care of health, involvement of 

children in work throughout the day with serious ailments and malnutrition, etc. had a 

bad impact on their health. Always they had to face the socio-political insecurity. They 

did not get the support from government, local panchayat and people, and political 

parties. Most of the studied people were illegal migrants from Bangladesh. They were 

forced to come here due to poverty and several socio-political turmoil of Bangladesh. The 

overall situation forced them to detach from their close kins and neighbours that affected 

their solidarity and unity a lot. Roofless, resourceless, penniless, poverty, debarred from 

love and affection from the parents and close kins as well as the socio-political and 

economic insecurity were the prime factors that hindered the development and growig up 

of the children. However, the child abuse in the stone crushing society revealed an 

alarming condition. In this regard an important discussion is highlighted below one after 

another-
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Child Rights in Economy: Every child has the right to enjoy free life, liberty, freedom 

from all forms of exploitation to get love, affection, care, security and supports as well as 

to get basic needs from their parents. But these are not happened always in our society. In 

this regard, the economic exploitation of children in our country has always been a matter 

of great concern. So many children are being exploited in their daily life mainly due to 

their working involvement. In this respect, poverty as well as parental inspiration and 

willingness are the prime responsible factor as because of their familial instability either 

to educate their children or cater for basic necessary requirements. 

According to Article 32, children have right to be protected against econolllic 

exploitation and for performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere the 
~-,~ 

child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritua~ 

moral or social development (Saksena, 1999: 290). In this regard, the little children had 

to work in the stone field and in respect of child rights these issues are discussed below -

Case Study 1: Pratima Singha was a 13 years old girl, belonged to Rajbanshi 

community. She was born in Bangladesh. They came here nearly seven years ago. Both 

her parents got involved in stone based occupation. But feed to the fill was simply out of 

their capacity. To get a financial support both the parents motivated Pratima to do this 

work. Pratima had been working in the stone field for last four years. She did both stone 

crushing and stone collection activities. She could earned Rs. 100/- per week. She 

contributed her total earnings to the family. Pratima said that she had to do this job 

against her will because her parents were satisfied with her earnings. Pratima felt that her 

parents never loved her but they scolded her and even sometimes beat her soundly when 

she raised her eyes from work. So she had a fear of scolding and beating if she was 

absent in work. She was found crying her eyes out while describing this bitter experience. 

She could play only when her father went to market but indeed it was a seldom 

happening factor. 

Case Study 2: Sujit Singha, was a 13 years old boy whose birth place was Bangladesh. 

They came here from Bangladesh about 7 years ago i.e. 2006. After migration both his 

parents were involved in stone based job as prime earning source. But their earnings 
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could not provide them a minimum support to run their family smoothly. Thus, finding 

no other ways they provoked Sujit to get involved in stone based work to augment their 

family earnings a bit. Sujit got involved in stone based job since he was 8 years old. He 

had to do work for the whole week without any adequate rest. He was scolded bitterly or 

even often he was beaten up by his parents if he was absent in work or raised his eyes 

from work. He generally came back home at the evening when the work was over for the 

day. Even the work was often continued after evening also. He had to work hard in the 

stone field and often he got injured with stone chips or iron implements but he was 

helpless because he was forced by his parents to do this work. He was found crying his 

eyes out when he described the fact. However, Sujit had to do this work against his will. 

But he was not satisfied with the earnings as compare to hard physical labour for all the 

day round. He did both stone crushing and stone collection activities and could hardly 

earn Rs. 120/- per week and he contributed to their family income by providing his total 

earnings because he had no right to spend it for himself. 

Case Study 3: Soma Barman was an II years aged girl belonged to Rajbanshi 

community. They migrated here around 9 years ago i.e. 2004 from Bangladesh. The stone 

based economy was their only source of earning. Soma did stone crushing activity. The 

total family income was about Rs. 2100/- per month. According to her, it was very much 

labourious and hazardous job but nonetheless she had to do this work as her contribution 

to the family income was very essential for livelihood. She began to do this work nearly 

two years ago. She was not so interested to do this job. Soma told that if she got any 

better opportunity, she would not continue this work anymore. Her eyes filled with tears 

when she said ''they are poor so they can't hope for something better and nobody will 

come forward to extend their helping hand". Soma worked hard for the whole day in 

inhuman working condition. She earned nearly Rs. 100/- per week and contributed to the 

family income by providing her total earnings. Due to heavy work load she could hardly 

manage the time to study at home, play games and also for other recreational purposes. 

She was encouraged by her mother to do this work. She spent most of the time in a day 

for work. 
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In the present study it was observed that the stone based occupation was the backbone of 

economy in the studied area because all the families were dependent upon it for living but 

the earnings was too little to run the family. Nevertheless, it was only way of making 

their living as they failed to get comparatively better job with satisfactory earnings. A 

major percentage of them were from Bangladesh and few from adjoining districts and 

states of the country. Their displacement not only made them homeless and landless but 

resourceless as well. They were not in a position to invest money in business or any other 

purpose and due to this fact they got involved in stone based work because this work 

could be done without any investment but manual labour only. The payment paid to them 

was too poor to meet their prime needs for living like adequate food, clothing, proper 

shelter, education, treatment and medicilie. They were always found to struggle against 

poverty. They worked hard altogether throughout the day in the stone field that was a 

common feature in their daily life. Hence, poverty was one of the decisive factors due to 

which from the very beginning most of the children had to get involved in said 

occupation in order to contribute to their family income. The data reveals that a major 

percentage (78%) of studied families could earn not more than Rs. 2000/- per month 

(Table 7 .2). They could not maintain their family with this little earnings and due to this 

fact they had to face a lot of problem in their daily life. They had a crying need to 

augment their earnings for living but finding no other means most of the parents 

provoked their children to get involved in stone based job. The aforesaid data made it 

clear that majority of the working children came from poverty-stricken families. Thus, it 

was simply unmanageable to most of the parents to provide all the necessary 

requirements to their children. 

Generally most of the working children had to do work hard in the stone field for the 

whole day against their will because they were forced to do it by their parents. They were 

child, therefore, they had no ability to protest against it and seemingly they were 

exploited by their parents. Most of the parents desired to give birth more children as they 

had a notion that child work is the only way to get rid of financial constraint a bit. In most 

of the cases parents used their children as earning hand in the hope of getting a financial 

aid. In economic field majority of the parents behaved like employer to their children. It 

was reported that often the child workers were scolded bitterly and even also in some 
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cases were beaten up by their parents if they were absent in work or raised their eyes 

from work for a moment too. Ultimately, the violation of child rights had reached in 

extreme phases. Most of the working children did not express their interest doing this 

work because pursuant to them its remuneration was very poor as well as it was 

hazardous and hard manual work. They also opined that if they are provided suitable 

opportunity then they shall shift over in new one. They were more interested to continue 

education, to play games and to watch television or cinema but due to prolong working 

hours for daylong in the stone field they could not manage the adequate time to enjoy it. 

They supported their family by working hard in the stone field. Thus, they were deprived 

of all the facilities like opportunities of education, leisure and recreation, intellectual 

development, freedom from exploitation and so on. 

Child Rights in Education: It is the common slogan that "every child has the right to 

education and education for all". Education plays.an important role for the development 

of a society. The future of a society depends on today's children. On the basis of this fuct, 

to make a healthy society a child needs special care and education. A child can be 

compared with clay pot that can be made in a desirable shape as we wish to do. Thus, it is 

in our hand that how can we make them. The parents should take the responsibility to 

send their children to school as we all know school plays an important role in the 

development of awareness especially not only in respect of peace and human rights but 

also many other related issues as well. The significant matter is that a large part of 

children in developing countries usually deprived of their rights of education as well as 

rights of childhood mainly owing to their working involvement. Education is remained 

fundamental right under Indian law. According to Article 28, every child has the right to 

get free and compulsory education up to the age of 14 years. If a child gets proper 

education then he or she will be able to get aware of their basic needs and rights as well 

as can able to develop the knowledge, quiliity of judgement, awareness, value system and 

power of assessment which help to increase their potentiality in a great scale. In the stone 

crushing field the little children had to do the work which might have a serious impact on 

their education. However, in respect to rights in education, their educational situation is 

discussed below-
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Case Study 1: Kabita Barman an 11 years old girl belonged to Rajbanshi community. 

She was born in Bangladesh. They came here around seven years ago. After migration 

both her parents were involved in stone based occupation but they could not run their 

family on their little earnings. Kabita was provoked by her parents to get involved in the 

stone based job in order to contribute to the family income. She admitted that her 

working involvement adversely affected her studies. Kabita dropped out of school when 

she was in class IV. The regular schooling was hardly possible because of her working 

involvement for the whole day. She had no adequate books and note books and due to 

lack of these requirements she faced serious problems in her studies. Besides these, her 

parents could not provide private tuition to her. Due to absent of private tuition she could 

not finish all the home tasks provided by'her class teachers. Owing to this fact she had a 

fear of scolding and also a fear of beating by her class teachers. Under these 

circumstances she lost the interest in going to school. She used to get up very early in the 

morning before the first ray of sunup and then helped her mother in necessary domestic 

chores. She used to go to the stone field around 9 a.m. At the noon she came back home 

for having lunch and very after she took rice meal to the stone field for her parents and 

returned home in the evening. She told that she had to drop out of school due to lack of 

time and lack of necessary educational materials as well as absent of private tuition. 

Kabita lived in kachha house made of wattle walls and corrugated tin roofs and there was 

no separate room or place for studies. Further, the electric facility in their house was 

absent. Due to this fact they had to face poor light at night, as a result Kabita could not 

study her lesson at night. Besides these, the mentionable matter is that she was first 

generation Ieamer and due to this fact she did not get any guidance and cooperation from 

her parents for studies. Even, she could not manage the time for playing games with peer 

group. This busy working schedule and lack of educational requirements affected her 

studies seriously. 

Case Study 2: Prabhu Barman, was a 13 years, old boy, belonged to Rajbanshi 

· community. He was born in Bangladesh. They came here around nine years ago. Both his 

parents were involved in stone based occupation for maintaining their livelihood. But 

their earnings was too little to meet necessary livelihood requirements. Due to utter 

fmancial constraint both the parents motivated Prabhu to get involved in stone based 
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work. Prabhu had been working for last five years. He did both stone collection and stone 

crushing activities. He dropped out of school when he was in class III. Due to heavy 

work load he could hardly manage the time to go to school or study at home. Moreover, 

lack of educational requirements such as private tuition, sufficient book, note books, pen 

etc. were also responsible for his poor educational status. In this connection the parental 

illiteracy cannot be ignored. Even, he had to do several domestic chores like cleaning 

house and utensils, carrying water, going to shop and so on. His dwelling house was 

broken and kachha type with wattle walls and corrugated tin roofS. The house was 

composed of two little rooms. There was no electricity in the house that resulted in poor 

light at night. Due to poor light Prabhu faced problem in studies at night. Even sometimes 

he had to starve. Moreover, the family environment as well as social environment like 

alcoholism, intra-familial and inter-familial conflict were common to notice in the family 

and due to these facts Prabhu could not pay attention to his study. He was found crying 

his eyes out at the time of asking about his education. 

Case Study 3: Sumita Barman was a l3 years unmarried girl belonged to Rajbanshi 

community. She was born in Bangladesh. They came here around five years ago. Stone 

based job was the only way of making their living. Both her parents were the only bread 

earner of the family but their earnings could not fulfill their basic necessary requirements 

for living. With this poor income they could hardly manage meal twice in a day and even 

sometimes they had to starve also. As a result, Sumita was provoked by her parents to 

help them in the stone field. She did several types of stone based activities such as stone 

collection and crushing and sand gathering. She had been doing this work for last four 

years. Sumita was busy with this job for all the day. She dropped out of school when she 

was in class IV. She was very much irregular in school attendance because during school 

time she worked in the stone ·field. Even sometimes she went out from the classes to join 

with her parents in the stone field. Moreover, her parents did not allow her to go to school 

regularly. In this connection parental illiteracy and lack of proper guidance could not be 

ignored. Her eyes filled with tears when she was telling about the lacking of educational 

materials. She faced lot of problems in her studies as she had not sufficient books and 

note books and even she did not get the private tuition facility. Moreover, she was 

scolded bitterly and even she was beaten up by her parents if she was absent in the stone 
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field. Indeed, her parents had an urgent need to meet daily necessities for living. Besides 

these, their living condition was very much poor and unhygienic. The dilapidated house 

made of wattle walls and corrugated tin roof. Sumita and her all family members had to 

live in the single room where there was no electric facility. Due to lack of electricity they 

had to face poor light at night. Due to poor light and insufficient room Sumita faced 

serious problem in her studies. She hardly get adequate rest but sleeping at night. 

Actually due to working involvement and also for lacking of educational requirements 

she could not continue her studies. 

The scenario of education in the studied area reveals an unpleasant condition. Indeed they 

worked hard altogether for the whole day in the stone field. Due this fact a major section 
''!<lo"i 

of working children could not manage adequate time for their schooling and even also to 

study at home. The matter of education was not at all important to them but doing work. 

Due to utter economic constraint their parents could not meet to the expense of necessary 

educational requirements such as adequate books, note books, private tuition and so on. 

Due to absent of private tuition the children could not complete all the home tasks 

provided by their respective class teachers. In fact, they could not understand the major 

part of their studies because of their irregular schooling. Moreover, many children often 

went out from the classes to join the work with their parents in the stone field as it was 

urgent for them because this poor earnings failed to give them a full fed. Even sometimes 

they had to starve too. Most of the children were first generation learner and owing to 

illiteracy of parents the children did not get any guidance and support from their parents. 

Most of the parents did not wish to send their children to school rather they preferred to 

involve them in stone based work. In the studied area a major section of working children 

could not manage adequate time for their schooling and even could not study at home 

too. The surprising matter was that the dropout as well as stagnation rate was high (rate) 

among the working children (Table 7.11 ). Many working children opined that they were 

rebuked bitterly and also beaten up soundly by their parents for their lacking of 

concentration to work or absent in work. They had to do work against their will. A 

woeful matter was that few of them approached me in tears and asked with deep sorrow

"please save us uncle" which hurt me so much and brought a tear to my eyes. A large 

number of working children expressed their eagerness to continue education. Some of 
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them seemed to realize a bit the importance of education in getting better opportunity in 

future but nevertheless they had nothing to do. They were feeling helplessness but every 

child has the right to secure and fulfilling life, freedom from fear and ignorance. A major 

section of child workers felt that if they do not work they have no value in the family. 

Even their parents believed that more children mean more earnings. Indeed, they were 

not so worried about the future of their children rather always thought that how they can 

run their family on this little earnings. Therefore, child work was likely to be a best 

solution to get rid of fmancial constraint a bit as they thought so. Apart from this working 

involvement, most of the working children had to do necessary domestic chores such as 

cooking, washing clothes, cleaning house and utensils, taking care of younger siblings 

etc. Moreover, the family atmosphere as well as social environment was not in favour of 

them. Most of the fathers became habituated with taking alcohol every day in the evening 

and made a chaos in the family. Besides these, the inter-familial and intra-familial 

conflict was common to notice in their daily life. As a whole, their educational 

environment was being seriously affected; even the children could not pay concentration 

to their lesson. Besides these, the busy working schedule for the whole day was a great 

obstruction to pay adequate attention to their studies. Indeed, the children had a fear of 

scolding and even sound beating by their parents either due to less work or absent in 

work. Due to these facts the dropout as well as stagnation rate was high among the 

working children. In this regard, the data reveals that around 34 per cent female and 30 

per cent male working children had dropped out of school and a tendency for the same 

was found more in primary level rather than in secondary (Table 7.11 and 7.12). But most 

of the children had a keen interest in maintaining their regularity in schooling. They 

always thought that how they could afford to run their family in coming days. Under 

_these circumstances they thought that child work was likely to be a best solution to get rid 

of poverty a bit. They had a crying need to meet daily necessary livelihood requirements 

and providing education to their children was the next choice to them. Besides these, the 

inter-familial and intra-familial conflict was common to notice in their daily life which 

affected their educational progress. As a whole, their educational environment got 

affected seriously. Their little earnings as well as lack of educational requirements and 

busy working schedule created a poor level of educational standard among them and 
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these children were deprived of their educational right that was a great barrier to their 

development. 

Child Rights in Health: Health is fundamental right that every person has. According to 

Article 12, everyone has right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and 

mental health (Saksena, 1999: 250). Every member of a society has right to get proper 

health care facilities as well as healthy environment and in this context as a human being 

children have right to enjoy the same. Health is an important indicator to realize the 

socio-economic condition of a society or community. It is said that the future of a society 

depends upon the children. Thus, they must be provided healthy and hazardous free life 

for the well-being of a society, as we all know an unhealthy child will grow up into an 
! If. 

unhealthy adult. So, the right to survival for every child is important to us covering the 

right to life, proper health care facilities, food-nutrition and standard of living required 

for their social, physical, mental, moral as well as spiritual development. But today, the 

violation of child rights is widely rampant in our society. In this context child work is a 

burning example of exploitation and violation of child rights which leads to their physical 

as well as psychological deformities. Early onset of working activity has a negative 

impact on their health. Working involvement of children in hazardous sectors is liable to 

ill-health and may also have permanent effects on their long term development. So in this 

perspective, the influence of work on health of working children is a matter of grave 

concern in the present day. 

In the studied area the scenario of health proflle of working children revealed an 

unpleasant condition. The stone based work was the only way of making their living but 

their payment was not enough for living. Due to this fact the parents and their children 

had to do the work hard altogether throughout the day in the stone field. Most of the 

children had to work on an average 6 to 7 hours in a day and sometimes even more than 

that, which might have resulted in their inability to get adequate rest and sleep. During 

stone crushing work often they made themselves injured either with stone chips or iron 

implements. The working atmosphere ofBalasan River bed was very much polluted and 

unhygienic. They had to do the work all the year round paying no attention to biting cold 

of winter and scorching heat of summer. The hard manual work along with hazardous 
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working condition might have resulted in various ill-healths such as skin disease, cold 

and cough, fever, physical injuries, body pain, giddiness, headache etc. were common to 

notice among them throughout the year. Many children with ill health had to do the work 

hard for the whole day otherwise they had to starve. Often they worked hungry in the 

stone field and due to this fact they became ailing more. They had no other means but 

doing work because if they refused to do it, their family earnings got reduced. If the 

earnings became decreased, they could not afford meal twice a day. These children had a 

fear of sound beating and scolding by their parents if they were absent in work. Even they 

could not tell their parents if they felt hungry. The feed to the fill was a seldom happening 

factor and under these circumstances they never hoped to eat fish, meat, fruits, milk and 

other health drinks. They had to tolerate it without any protest. The hard manual work 

with insufficient and poor nutritious food made them weak that was common to notice 

among them. 

It was noticed from many working children viz. Tulsi Roy, Rakhi Barman, Champalata 

Barman, Dipankar Barman, bebasish Barman, Swapna Singha, Anup Singha, Sangita 

Barman and many others that most of the days that they had to work hungry in the stone 

field. They could not afford to eat proper nutritious food and other health drinks. Due to 

this fact they became weak. It was also observed in the studied families that many of the 

working children were suffering from various diseases and ailments throughout the year 

viz. Anup Singha with serious respiratory problem, Sangita Barman with serious physical 

injuries and pain, Champalata Barman with skin disease, Tulsi Roy with dysentery and 

diarrhoea, Rakhi Barman with dysentery and so on. But owing to serious economic crisis 

none of them could see the doctor. Due to lack of proper treatment their diseases and 

ailments became chronic. In this regard a detail discussion has been done in Chapter

VIII. However, due to work with ill health they became weaker and often got injured and 

also felt acute physical pain owing to their daylong hard manual work. For the treatment 

they had to depend upon the untrained quacks and traditional medicine men. In fact they 

could not go to the private doctors as they were not in a position to avail the cost for that. 

Sagar Singha, aged 12 years; Sumitra Barman, aged 13 years; and Pradip Barman, aged 

14 years, none of them could purchase all the doctors' prescribed medicines caused by 

poverty. As a result in many cases they had to stop treatment in the middle. Even, they 
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did not get adequate rest and proper nutritious food. For survival they had to do the work 

with ill health. According to Pradip Barman, Sumitra Barman and some other villagers 

the government doctor did not pay proper attention to the patients and usually neglected 

them. Even in most of the cases they could not enjoy the facility of getting necessary 

medicines with free of cost from nearest health centre and medical college. Ashalata 

Barman, Sagar Singha, Champalata Barman and many others were found to suffer from 

skin diseases, fever, cough and cold, nasal blockage, headache throughout the year due to 

work in touch of river water for prolong hours. They had to work throughout the year 

ignoring the fact of scorching heat of summer and biting cold of winter. They also felt 

serious physical pain in their whole body. Tulsi Roy, Dipankar Barman and many others 

were suffering from water borne diseases Iike dysentery due to drink polluted water both 

from uncovered well and from the river directly. Besides these, the psychological health 

of working children got disturbed very much from the very beginning. They had to do 

many things against their will because some pressures imposed upon them. In this regard, 

the working children like Prallad Barman, Sanjeeb Barman and others were the burning 

example because they were suffering from serious psychological complexity. In their 

family there was a frequent conflict between parents due to any small affairs. It was 

common to notice that the parents were aggressive in nature and the children were the 

worst sufferers due to aggressiveness characters of parents. As a consequence, the 

emotional as well as behavioural problems were developed among the children. They 

never got the love, care, affection, and guidance of their parents rather they were always 

provoked by their parents to do the work in the stone field. In fact various types of 

psychological problems were observed among them such as depression, thinking 

problems, attention problems, emotional disorder, aggressive behaviour and so on. In this 

regard, the working children like Babli Roy, Lalita Barman, Mithun Singha and Pinku 

Barman were suffering from serious psychological complexity caused by their poor 

socio-economic condition, family environment as well as neighbouring environment too. 

They could not meet all their necessary needs due to their poor family earnings. Even, 

sometimes they were found in crying their eyes out to get what they want like good food; 

well dress; school uniform; new shoes; sports materials viz. Cricket bat and ball, different 

playthings, foot ball, sport shoes etc.; educational requirements like sufficient books, note 
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books and private tuition etc., but their families could not afford to fulfill these 

requirements. As a result, too much anger on family was developed among them Besides 

these, a regular conflict between their parents and often between families caused by any 

small affairs was observed during study and at the time of conflict parents used filthy 

words in presence of them. But it would be sounder when their fathers developed alcohol 

As a result, they got these words by heart and it was found during study that Babli, Lalita, 

Mithun and Pinku also used those abusive words in course of conversation. However, this 

unpleasant home atmosphere had a negative impact upon them The living environment 

was not simply in favour of them as it was very much unhygienic and polluted with waste 

disposal and human excreta. Most of them were found to live in the kachha and broken 

houses made by wattle walls with corrugated tin rootS and devoid of proper ventilation 

and composed of I to 2 little rooms with muddy floor. There were no drainage system in 

their houses and most of the families had no sanitation facility. All the families had to 

depend either on uncovered wells or on the river directly for the purpose of drinking and 

other necessary household works. Moreover, they did not use to take any precautionary 

measures like filtering, boiling etc. which might have caused the water-borne diseases 

that was common to notice among them. 

The severe economic hardship was a major obstacle factor to meet the proper nutritious 

food. Mainly they took rice with pulses and little amount of vegetable curry in their daily 

diet and even they could hardly afford meal twice a day resulted in malnutrition as it was 

known from the local doctors that they were suffering from protein and vitamin 

deficiencies. But every child should be provided proper nutritious food for their physical 

as well as psychological development. Premature entry into such type hazardous work 

and malnutrition were supposed to be a great impediment to their normal growth. Besides 

these, most of the studied children could not maintain their personal hygiene mainly due 

to their heavy work load and also for the improper care of parents. 

Absent of the health centre in the studied area deprived them from getting better medical 

facilities. Thus, finding no other alternatives they had to depend upon both the traditional 

medicine men and untrained quacks of local medicinal shops for the treatment of diseases 

and ailments. In case of serious condition, they were referred either to the Matigara 
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Primary Health Centre or North Bengal Medical College which were far away from the 

village. A major section of the parents of working children had a complaint against the 

govermnent doctors that the doctors did not use to pay proper attention to the patients. 

Even they were dispossessed of getting required medicines with free of cost from the 

concerned health centre and hospitals and therefore, they had to purchase it from the 

market. However, due to lack of proper infrastructure and fmancial insecurity the 

working children and their families were deprived of getting better medical treatment. 

However, the health profile of the working children was very much poor in condition. It 

is said that child is a future wealth of a nation. So, it should not be forgotten that every 

child has the right to enjoy proper health care facilities and hazardous free life which are 

responsible for their overall development-as well as to grow up in a healthy way. 

Child Rights in Family: According to Article 20 of convention on the right of the child 

by United Nations, "a child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family 

environment, or in whose own best interest cannot be allowed to remain in that 

environment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the state" 

(Saksena, 1999: 285). It is said that today's children are tomorrow's citizen. The fate of 

nation to which they belong, is in their hand. The most crucial task developed upon each 

sensible and responsible parent, regarding his or her children, is to instil a strong sense of 

discipline, accountability, belongingness on self respect. For this the parents have to 

make themselves an ideal, embodying all these qualities (Bagulia, 2006: ix). 

Family environment is an another important issue which may have a serious impact on 

child's development including socia~ emotional or psychological part which is supposed 

to be a lifelong process as it may be carried on in adult life when they grow old. It is said 

that family is a primary institution in which a child learns his or her behaviour, attitudes, 

norms, customs, values and any other capabilities and habits related to their socio-cultural 

life. Family has a great contribution to the process of socialization of a child. Thus, it is a 

duty of every parent to protect their children against all forms of exploitation and nourish 

them through proper socialization process to create a healthy and peaceful society 

because our child is a vulnerable asset and future wealth of society. So, as a member of a 

society it is our duty to protect this wealth. But have we ever thought, whether we are 

250 



able to maintain it properly? Because there are so many children in our country are being 

exploited by their family members and in this context my studied families are a burning 

example. 

Case Study 1: Sanjeeb Barman was a 13 years aged boy. He was involved in both stone 

crushing and stone collection activities. In his family he had father, mother and two 

younger sisters. Both of his parents were involved in stone based job as prime earning 

source. But their earnings could not meet to expense of necessary livelihood 

requirements. SaJUeeb was motivated by his parents to do this work. He had been doing 

this work for last five years. The concept of stone crushing job was gradually developed 

into his mind from the very beginning. He was first generation learner and due to this fact 

·he could not hope to get the proper guidelines from his parents. His parents preferred 

more to send him to the stone field as their anger found expression in bitter scolding and 

sound beating either for absence in work or raising eyes from work. Indeed, the burden of 

· economic responsibility of the family was imposed upon the Sanjeeb at the very 

beginning of life. However, to get rid of poverty his parents forced him to do the work. 

So, he had to go to the working field sacrificing all the recreations like participation in 

various sports and games, watching television, gossiping with peer group etc. As a 

consequence, the overall development of the children got affected badly and· he was the 

worst sufferers from blossom into a healthy child. Moreover, their housing condition was 

not in favour of living. Their dwelling house was broken and kachha type of two littel 

rooms with muddy floor made of wattle walls, corrugated tin roofs and devoid of proper 

ventilation. In rainy season the insider atmosphere of the houses became dump and its 

floor became muddy and moisty. Thus, they had to face a lot of difficulties in living. 

·Besides these, Sanjeeb failed to meet the basic necessities like food, dress, education etc. 

He could not eat to the fill and therefore, he had to do the work hungry in the stone field. 

Moreover, he had no well dress and warm clothes as well. As a result, during winter 

season he became weak by cold and found to work in the stone field while shivering. He 

had to suffer from lots of difficulties. Due to busy working schedule neither he could play 

games nor could manage adequate time for other recreations too. Even, he could not 

study at home due to lack of adequate time. He went off to school for maximum days in a 

week and often for the whole week too. The parents scolded him bitterly if he was absent 
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in work. Besides working involvement, Sanjeeb had to help his mother in necessary 

domestic chores. The family atmosphere was not in favour of living. His father became 

habituated with taking alcohol every day in the evening. There was a frequent conflict 

between his father and mother due to any small affairs in daily family life. The 

relationship between parents and other family members was based on economic 

performance. Indeed, the poor socio-cultural environment had a serious impact on his 

living. A regular quarrel, threatening, reproach, gambling etc all were happened in front 

of him every day and he was growing up under these circumstances. 

Case Study 2: Kamala Roy was a 14 years old girl, belonged to Rajbanshi community. 

She was involved in stone based job. She did both stone collection and stone crushing . . 

activities in the stone field. Both of her parents were involved in stone based job. But 

their earnings could not provide them a minimum support to run their family. To meet the 

needs they provoked Kamala to do this work. Kamala had been working for last five 

years. She was busy with this work for the whole week. She was scolded bitterly and 

even beaten up by her parents if she was absent in the stone field which created a fear 

into her mind. She and her rest family members had to live in a broken and kachha house 

and it was composed of single little room. The room was damped and muddy because the 

outside rain water leaked into the room through roof and walls. But her parents could not 

bear the cost of repairing it. Owing to insufficient space in the room she could not sleep 

well at night as well as she could not maintain her privacy too. There was no electricity 

and sanitation facility in their house. Due to poor light at night she could not read and 

write well. Though, she could hardly eat rice meal twice a day but it was insufficient and 

poor nutritious. Even sometimes she had to starve and due to this fact she became sick. 

Her family could not afford to see the doctor with necessary diagnostic tests and also 

failed to meet the expense of purchasing all the doctors' prescribed medicines. Besides 

stone crushing job, she had to do necessary domestic chores which affected her study 

badly. The parents could not provide private tuition and other materials like sufficient 

books, note books, pen, pencil etc. to her and due to this fact she could not understand 

many parts ofher studies especially english and mathematics. Owing to regular chaos and 

conflict in the family she could not pay attention to her studies. She had a fear of scolding 

by her class teachers because she could not solve all the home tasks. Even she had no 
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school dress too and she had a quarrel with parents over this matter. Due to busy working 

schedule Kamala became very irregular in school attendance. Under these circumstances, 

she lost interest in education and dropped out of school when she was in class- V. 

Moreover, she had no well and clean dress. Due to rough use of dress in the stone field it 

became dirty soon. She had to collect stone every day from the river resulted in her dress 

got drenched but could not change it. However, her family failed to ensure her proper 

shelter, food, dress, treatment and necessary educational requirements. Due to poverty 

her family could not celebrate many religious festivals and even there was not sufficient 

space at home for house deity and due to this fact she and her family were deprived of its 

enjoyment. Besides these, her parents were failed to sustain a good family environment 

because there was a frequent conflict between her parents in daily family life due to any 

affairs like poverty, alcoholism, treatment of children, food, education etc. In her family 

it was common to notice that the parents were aggressive in nature. She was rebuked if 

she did not do the work. Ultimately the rights of the child like Kamala in the family as 

well as in that society were being adversely affected and violated. 

Case Study 3: Pradip Barman, a 14 years old boy belonged to Rajbanshi community. He 

got involved in stone crushing and truck loading activities. Both of his parents were 

involved in stone based job. But their earnings was not enough for living. Pradip was 

motivated by his parents to do this work. He had been doing this work for last five years. 

From the very beginning his thinking pattern was around stone crushing work and 

gradually developed into his mind. He had the education up to class VI. Owing to busy 

working he could not manage adequate time for study at home. He was first generation 

learner and due to this fact he could not get the proper guidance and care from his 

parents. His parents could not provide private tuition, books, note books etc. to him.· As a 

result, he faced problem in understanding several parts of his studies and particularly he 

had a big problem in english and mathematics. Due to daylong working involvement he 

could hardly attend the school. In fact, if he attended the school regularly then the 

earnings got reduced and if the earnings became reduced then he had to starve. Moreover, 

there was no proper and sufficient room as well as electricity in the house and this 

problem mainly faced by him because due to poor light and lack of space in the room he 

could not study well. Under these circumstances he had to drop out of school. He had a 
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fear of scolding and often beating too by his parents if he was absent in work. Besides 

these, they had no proper shelter to live. They had a broken house that had to be repaired 

immediately but due to utter economic constraint they could not repair it. In rainy season 

the insider atmosphere of the house became dump and its floor became muddy and 

moisty and as a result, he became weak by cold-cough and fever. They fetched water 

from neighbour's well for drinking, cooking, bathing and also for other domestic 

purposes, but it was always uncovered and as a result the water got polluted with tree 

leafs and various dust particles. They faced a lot of difficulties in living. They were 

deprived of enjoying various government facilities and opportunities like accessing food 

supplies at subsidiary rates, facilities of BPL (Below Poverty Level), educational 
f~ •• , 

facilities, getting citizenship, voter identity etc. due to absent of ration card, voter identity 

card as well as their birth certificate too. It created a tension in their family and they felt 

insecurity that could also be noticed among Pradip. Their family atmosphere as well as 

social environment was so problematic. His father was alcoholic and took alcohol every 

day in the evening and he became aggressive whenever he developed alcohol. His father 

used abusive words and broke all the household stuffs within the access and also beat his 

mother soundly. He used to create a chaos in the family and had a conflict with other 

family members. Often Pradip was threatened by his alcoholic father. His father never 

loved him; instead he had to be beaten up by his father. There was no love, affection and 

cooperation in the family. He earned money by doing stone based work; otherwise, he 

was not provided food, dress and other amenities. In his family the relationship was based 

on economic performance. Even, there was a regular clash between father and mother 

due to any small affairs in daily family life. Moreover, the inter-familial and intra

familial conflict was common to notice in their family. Ultimately their family life was 

being affected badly due to these reasons and his prime rights related to his progress, 

development, socialization, personality formation, food, shelter, dress, health, education, 

etc. were being violated continuously. 

In the studied area a large number of families were found in poor fiscal state. The 

fulfillment of minimum daily necessary livelihood requirements seemed like a dream 

comes true. The children were not able to make themselves free from such type of social 

evil as they had to do this work for the whole day against their will to contribute to their 
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family earnings. The chi ldren had been do ing this work from the very beginning of life. 

The concept of stone crushing job was gradua lly developed into their mind from the very 

beginning. In fact, they were provoked by their parents to do this work. Considering the 

fact, their hard physica l labour could manage a fo ld of rice but not more than twice a day. 

Therefore, in the stone field the parents and the ir chi ldren were found to work a ltogether 

throughout the day. 

Figure 9. 1: A little boy working with his parents in the stone field 

The burden of economic responsibi lity of the fami ly was imposed upon the chi ldren at 

the very beginning of life. Most of the chi ldren were first generation learner and due to 

this fact they were not guided properly for education by the ir parents. They were not 

provided private tuition which affected their studies badly. They had to be scolded if they 

were not present in work and even sometimes they had to take lunch meal to the stone 

fi eld for their parents. 
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Figure 9.2: A )jttle girl bringing the food, water and betel leaf for her parents, 

working in the tone fi eld 

They could not always meet the necessary educationa l requirements like sufficient books, 

note books, pen, pencil etc. They had to tolerate all these matters silent ly. However, 

many of them were phys ically weak. Though they could manage a fold of rice twice a 

day but it was insufficient and le s nutriti ve. In fact, eating fi sh, meat, fruits, milk and 

other health drink wa a eldom happening factor. The parents could not give them a full 

feed. Even omet ime they had to starve and owing to thi fact they became ick. Many 

of them were found to weep bitterly feeling extremely hungry. For the compu lsion of 

hunger they had to go to the work. The hard physical labour with lack of sufficient and 

proper nutritious food made them weaker that was common to notice among them. They 

had no proper shelter to live. The dwe ll ing houses were kachha type and many of them 

were broken too. Their houses were made of watt le walls with muddy floor and 

corrugated tin roofs. There were no ufficient space and no proper venti lat ion in their 

hou es that made their rooms congested and su ffoeating. Due to lack of space in the room 

they could not li ve comfortably and cou ld not sleep well at night and also cou ld not 

maintain their privacy. In many cases a ll the members had to stay a ltogether in the little 

room with great difficulty resu lted in they cou ld not pay attention to their stud ies. But 

none of them had adequate money either to make it extend or to build another room in 

their houses. 
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Figure 9.3: House type 

There was no electricity and sanitation faci lity in their houses. Due to poor light at night 

they faced serious problem during study. However, the condition of roofs of most of the 

houses was very bad in condit ion. The most obvious way that moisture entered their 

homes was through ra in that was falling on their leaky roof. In rainy season the insider 

atmosphere of the houses became dump and its floor became muddy and moisty that 

resu lted in seriou ill health like a chronic cough and co ld, frequent sneezing and 

headaches, breath ing problem etc. They had an urgent need to repair their houses but they 

could not meet the expense of it. They had no we ll and clean dress. ln fact, due to over 

working and rough use of dress it became dirty oon but the habit of washing and the 

frequency of changing clothes were hardly noticed among them. Many of them had to 

co llect stone and sand every day from the ri ver and due to this fact their dress got 

drenched but they could not changed it as they had no alternati ve. Even, they had no 

proper warm clothe too and due to this fact during winter season they became weak by 

co ld and found to work in the stone crushing field whi le shivering. Many of them had no 

school dress a well and owing to this fac t they had to be sco lded by their teacher . 

However, the educational profile of work ing children was very much poor and 

unpleasant. Due to illiteracy and working engagement for all the day the parents failed to 

take proper care of education of the ir children and also could not understand the need of 

education in a child 's life. Many children neither could maintain regular schooling nor 
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could study at home caused by their busy working schedule throughout the day. Apart 

from these, due to utter economic hardship their parents could not meet the expense of 

educational requirements. As a result, they had no adequate books, note books, school 

bag and dress, pen, pencil etc. and due to this fact they faced several problems in their 

studies. Besides these, their parents could not afford to provide private tuition facility to 

their children. Owing to absence of private tuition they could not fmish all the home tasks 

given by their class teachers and due to this fact they had a fear of scolding and even a 

fear of beating too by their class teachers. Under these circumstances, they lost the 

interest of schooling. As a result, many of them dropped out of school. Even many 

children often went out from the classes to join with their parents in the stone crushing 

field. They were scolded and even beaten up by their parents if they were absent in the 

work. In fuct, they were in a crying need to have a full meal. Many of them were found to 

cry for suffering from agony of hunger. Often, they could not pay attention to their 

studies due to feel extreme hunger. Even, their parents always made them busy at home 

in necessary domestic chores. They became very tired but could not take rest. Due to 

untiring hard labour they used to suffer from serious physical pain at everyday night and 

owing to this fact they lost their keenness on studies. Besides, the regular physical and 

emotional tortures of alcoholic futhers, regular conflict, scuffle, abuses etc. made them 

impatient and as a result they could not pay attention to their studies. As a whole, they 

lost all their interest, concentration and eagerness to their studies. However, their health 

condition was not at all good. They were weak by various physical ailments and diseases 

throughout the year. In fact, starvation, insufficient and less nutritive food, and hard 

physical labour for all the day made them weak very much. Their parents could not give 

them a full feed. Even, they had to starve many times and often feeling extremely hungry 

their. As a result, they became weaker. However, often they made themselves injured 

with stone chips and iron implements. But the injured place became swelled with burning 

sensation due to lack of proper treatment and improper care over it. Besides, they had to 

suffer from acute physical pain for all the year round caused by their extremely 

labourious job in the stone crushing field. However, their dwelling house was very much 

damp and moisture and it was true that sometimes they had to collect stones from the 

river for all the day resulted in chronic cold and cough, fever, frequent sneezing, 
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headache etc. which were noticed among them a lmost throughout the year. Even, a lso 

their continuous work in shivering co ld of w inter at Balasan River basin might be 

responsible for it. Further, many o f them had a chronic headache, g iddiness and a long 

w ith other physical sickness for the reason that they worked unfed in burning heat of 

summer at Ba lasan River basin. 

Figure 9.4: A child crushing stones 

Apart fro m these, many o f them were suffering fro m dy entery a nd other stomach 

problem caused by their po lluted drink ing water and unhygie nic food habit. l n the stone 

crushing fi eld it was also observed during study that the du t emitted out fro m the broke n 

up stones which was be ing inha led through respiration whi le crushing tones and due to 

this fact some of them were suffering fro m brea thing problem that might have a 

probabil ity to turn into chronic a thma in near future. Even few of them had a lso an 

experience of nake bite during stone co lection fro m the r iver. Besides, many of them had 

an uncomfo rtable fee ling on their ski n that made them want to scratch caused by their 

unhygienic and dusty working atmosphere, unclean bathing and a lso for the ir unhyg ienic 

living. Many o f the chi ldren with sickness and malnutrition had to do the work hard in 

the stone fi eld for a ll the year round. But fo r the treatment they went to untrained quacks 

and traditiona l med ic ine men. In fact, the ir parents could pay fo r proper treatment with 

necessary tests. Even none of them could purchase a ll the prescribed medic ines too and 
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as a result, they had no other means but stop treatment in the middle. So, due to lack of 

proper treatment and improper care over it often their ailments and diseases had tnrned 

into complex and for this they had to suffer from serious difficulties. Even, during day 

time they did not use to get the opportunity of taking rest too because of their continuous 

untiring labour from the morning to evening and as a result they were deprived of all their 

amusements viz. playing games, gossiping with friends, watching television etc. Often, 

shrinking at work they went to play and for this reason they had to be rebuked badly and 

also beaten up by their parents. So, for the fear of punishment they could not go to play 

despite their willing. Ultimately, they had to endure silently their serious mental agony. 

However, they were being deprived of enjoying necessary governmental facilities caused 

by the absence of voter identity card and ration card. Even many children had no birth 

certificate because their name had not been registered in birth certificate. Due to lacking 

of these documents they had to face a problem of insecurity and its impact was upon the 

children too. Ultimately, their families were failed to ensure them proper shelter, food, 

dress and necessary educational requirements. They worked hungry in the stone field 

because they had to do the work until lunch break without having food. However, the 

conditions of their houses were not in favour of living. They had no proper shelter to live. 

There was no electricity and sanitation facility in their houses. Due to poor light they 

faced serious problems at night. Their dwelling house was mostly broken and kachha 

type and composed of one to two little rooms with muddy floor made of wattle walls, 

corrugated tin roofS and devoid of proper ventilation. In rainy season the insider 

atmosphere of the houses became dump and its floor became muddy and moisty. They 

faced a lot of difficulties in living. Apart from the working involvement, they had to help 

their mother in necessary domestic chores. In their family it was co=on to notice that 

the sign of love, sympathy, affection, humanity as well as kindness were absent as their 

relationship mostly based on economic performance. The children had a fear of scolding 

and often beating too by their parents if they were absent in work. Due to poverty as well 

as poor educational background the parents could not take proper care and guidance of 

their children. Besides these, the drinking habits of fathers as well as the inter-familial 

and intra-fumilial conflicts were also liable to make their families inhabitable that was a 

sign of bad family environment. There was a frequent conflict between husband and wife 
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due to any small affairs in daily family life. Many of them had no ration card and voter 

identity card and as a consequence they were deprived of various gove=ent facilities 

that used to create a tension in their families. In fact it increased insecurity and identity 

crisis among the children. In many cases the community festivals would not be celebrated 

due to poverty, migration and displacement too. As a result, their enjoyment and 

merriment got hampered. Even due to poverty and disturbance in family life they could 

not worship their household deities. Thus, their socio-religious life got affected seriously 

that had a negative impact on the development of children. Ultimately, their family 

environment was being affected badly and as a whole due to these reasons the children 

were deprived of food, shelter, dress, education, health, socialization, enculturation, 

mental development, personality formation and so on in the family. 

Political Rights of the Working Children: According to Article 3 of International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and cultural Rights, the State Parties to the present 

Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all 

Civil and Political rights set forth in the present Covenant. Besides these, according to 

Article 25, "every citizen shall have the right to vote and to be elected at genuine periodic 

elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, 

guaranteeing the free expression of the will ofthe electors" (Saksena,l999: 258 & 267). 

But the violation of such type of right was so rampant in the studied area as major section 

of the families had not the ration card which was a great hurdle to enjoy necessary 

facilities such as to access food supplies at subsidiary rates provided by the government 

and besides this, it was one of the important document which supports them at the time of 

application for voter cards. 

The data reveals that most of the studied families (61.20%) were completely deprived of 

enjoying all sorts of ration facilities as they had not ration card; and again 60.80 per cent 

of the studied families were dispossessed of their right to vote as they did not have the 

voter identity card. Even a large number of parents did not registrar the birth of their 

children for their lack of proper knowledge and awareness, low level of educational · 

standard and also for their home-based deliveries and due to this fact they faced serious 

problems. For instance, many children faced a serious problem during school admission 
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due to absence of birth certificate. Even their name had not been registered in the ration 

card that may create another serious problem in near future when they cross the threshold 

of 18 years age. As pursuant to Indian Constitution, the voting power is provided to a 

person when he crosses the said age. Therefore, those children whose names were not 

registered in birth certificate may completely be debarred of their right to vote in near 

future in accordance with government's rules and regulations. The problem of nationality 

arose and created identity crisis. It is the key of all rights but without identity how they 

will claim; and how they will get required facilities of government. Without help of 

government facilities how the poverty will be eradicated. This crisis made depressed 

them about the nationality. Even many of the working children felt the identity crisis. 

They thought they had no value as they· were treated as illegal migrant. To speak in a 

word, the violation of such right is bound to cause serious problems in future. As a 

whole, many of them were debarred from socio-political rights which made them 

psychologically depressed and ill and obviously it had a negative impact on their growing 

up as well as progress and development and in this regard we may not ignore the truth 

that identity crisis may lead the several unrests. 

Violation of Child Rights and its Impact on their Psychological Development: Human 

rights are very much essential for the development of the human personality and for the 

promotion of establishment of human-living condition. It is necessary for the human 

happiness, progress and development. Whereas psychology is the science of adaptation, 

its determinants, modalities and motivations and of the mental and emotional phenomena 

that accompany the vicissitudes of adaptation. Psychology attempts to describe the 

minutiae of adaptation and to explain sequences of varying orders which are not apparent 

to common sense. From the use of cultural pattern two systems were devised which 

provided a descriptive relationship between culture and personality. The first held that 

personality was a mirror image of culture. The second considered that there were certain 

inherent and persistent tendencies common to all mankind which were modified by 

culture (Kardiner, 1945: XV & 5). The socio-cultural factors play a very important role in 

moulding and shaping the personality of a person. Concerning mental health, Margaret 

Mead, a well known anthropologist has stressed more on the socialization and child

rearing practices. Culture becomes merely environment for the individual psyche and can 
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be made as much or as little of as this psyche pleases. As a child a person is drastically 

trained to observe his own acts and to judge them in the light of what people will say; his 

observer-selfis vulnerable. To deliver himself up to the ecstasy of his sou~ he eliminates 

this vulnerable self. He ceases to feel that 'he is doing it'. He then feels himself trained in 

his soul in the same way that the novice in fencing feels himself trained to stand without 

fear of falling on the four-foot pillar (Mead, 1901: 23&157). In all societies, the 

personality formation primarily depends on family situation. Family is a primary 

institution in which a child learns behaviour, attitudes, norms, values and customs which 

continues generation after generation. It is generally accepted that the first few years of 

the individual's life are crucial for the establishment of the highly generalized value

attitudes systems which from the deeper levels of personality content (Linton, 1947: 91). 

Anthropological attention to children and childhoods has had a long but uneven history, 

both within the discipline and in inter disciplinary endeavours. For example, during some 

periods, such as the height of "Culture and Personality" studies in psychological 

anthropology, child socialization patterns were a core explanation for adult personality 

and cultural patterns. The emerging anthropology of children and childhood must be 

necessity take into account the rights of children as set forth in the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC, in UNICEF n.d.). A child below 15 years is not physically 

and emotionally matured and fit to enter the world of work. Ifthe children in the 5-14 

years age group are being forced to work rather than being sent to school on account of 

socia~ economic and cultural compulsions, such a process is bound to result in 

retardation and impoverishment for their evolution and growth, and this is to such a 

degree that when they cross the threshold of childhood they will be to bereft of physical 

strength and energy to be productive and adult members of society (Bagulia, 2006: 64). 

In the present study, it was observed that the way of living of the studied families was 

closely related to stone based economy as it was a prime source of earning for eking out a 

living. They spent their maximum time in a day in the working field and the surprising 

matter is that the children were not free from the involvement in said economic sector. 

They had to get involved in stone based work from the very beginning of life that might 

have an adverse impact on their emotional as well as psychological health. Their early 
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onset of work was mainly on account of their utter economic hardship. They had to do 

hard physical work throughout the day but they were paid very little remuneration as 

compare to work amount. In economic field the struggle and competition were found to 

be increased. The ultimate result was the inability of parents to look after the family on 

their own earnings. Therefore, most of the children had to provide a fmancial aid to their 

parents by doing work for all the day in the stone field which kept them separate from 

schooling as they could not manage adequate time to go to school or study at home 

though they had a keen interest in continuing education. Besides these, the other barrier 

of achievement of the same was their involvement in domestic chores. 

Table 9.1: Distribution of Child Workers on the basis of Participation in Recreation 

Participation In recreation 

Male Female Male + Female 

Yes No Total Yes No Total Yes No Total 

21 165 186 17 174 191 38 339 377 

11.19 88.71 100.00 8.90 91.10 100.00 10.88 89.12 100.00 

The data reveals that most of the (89.12%) working children could not participate in 

recreation (Table 9.1). They were dispossessed of enjoying free life, leisure and 

recreation for the said reasons. Most of the parents were aggressive in nature. Sending 

children to school was simply against their will rather they preferred to send them to the 

stone field. They were always in thought that how they can earn adequate money for 

living. Even most of the working children were rebuked by their parents for their absent 

in work. They had to do this work against their will that might have an immense 

influence on their mental as well as physical health. Some of the working children opined 

that "what god will is for good, it is our fate, who will undo what is ordained by fate?". 

But upon God, they are innocent. 

Many of them were suffering from malnutrition. They could only manage a fold of rice 

but not more than twice a day. The hard physical labour with insufficient and less 

nutritive food might have resulted in malnutrition. The hard manual work with hazardous 
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working cond ition might have caused numerous ill -hea lths and also lead high risk of 

phys ical injuries that might have a negative impac t on their mental hea lth too. Moreover, 

the alcoho lism of fathers was liable to spend some money da ily from their little earnings. 

Often mothers were beaten up by their husbands while reacted against it, because they 

got aggress ive when they were drunk and due to this fact their fam ily peace got affected 

bad ly. A child may loss his/her chi ldhood w hen he/she lives w ith an alcoho lic father. 

Apart rrom these, the gambling, lottery, inter-fami lial and intra-familial confl icts 

seriously to ld upon the ir soc ia lization and emotiona l hea lth of the chi ldren. 

Figure 9.5: A little child observing the gambling practices of adults 

Figure 9.6: Adults trying their luck through lottery and a little boy observing it 
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However, the children were the worst sufferers due to the aggressiveness characters of 

their futhers and also for their poor family environment. As a consequence, the emotional 

as well as behavioural development of the children got affected badly. From early 

childhood their psychological feelings became very complex. They were on the way to 

loss their traditional value system mainly caused by their incessant hard struggle against 

poverty. The jealousy, inhumanity, unkindness, conflict and competition were noticed in 

their daily life. Even many children did not get the feelings of love, care, affection, 

kindness as well as guidance of their parents, rather they were always provoked by their 

parents to do the work. Due to illiteracy the parents could not feel the necessity of 

education in a child's life. Most of the parents thought that more children means more 

earnings and that's why they were longing to give birth more children. A major section of 

working children was suffering from frustration which was found to be more frequent 

perhaps due to lack of integration between work and school. 

Ultimately, the studied children were completely deprived of their childhood enjoyment. 

They were emotionally and situationally helpless and powerless as they had no capacity 

to protest against such type of exploitation. Hence, they were growing up without 

learning of proper value systems oflife as well as of the society too. The socialization as 

well as enculturation process with a great impact of socio-economic hardship and cultural 

factors such as conflict, abusive behaviour, ignorance etc. and child rearing practices 

might have a negative impact on their psychological development. So, the violation of 

child rights is a misuse of power by adults over children which impairs a child 

psychological, physical and emotional health development. 

The impairment of socio-emotional climate of the home was primarily due to the poverty 

which affected the children's psychological well being atrociously. As a result, various 

types of psychological problems were likely to be observed among the studied children 

such as depression, thinking problem, attention problem, emotional disorder and 

aggressive behaviour. Every child needs love, care and affection which can only be given 

by their parents. It is in the hand of parents to make a happy and stable family life. The 

mental as well as emotional problem of the studied children was blamed on parents 

whose practices were failed to provide an emotional security to their children. The 
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continuous depression of parents might have resulted in a psychological problem among 

the studied children. The utter economic hardship had adversely told upon the children 

mediated by psychological distress of parents which was continuing day by day, and as a 

result of which, in future we may expect same behaviour and attitudes from these 

children that can be seen from generation after generation through enculturation process. 

"Peace can only last where human rights are respected" 

- (Dalai Lama, cited in Kaarthikeyan, 2005: I 0 I) 

Human right is an important issue in perspective of present day human civilization. Right 

and peace seemed like a twin concept interrelated to one another. Indeed, a society will 

become peaceful only when the rights are maintained properly by its members. But 

unfortunately an abnormal situation was likely to be noticed in the studied area and in 

this respect only their utter fmancial constraint can be blamed as prime responsible factor. 

In the aforesaid discussion an attempt has been made to focus especially on the violation 

of child rights from various angles which were widely rampant in the studied area mainly 

owing to their poverty and day long working involvement as well. 

In the present study, it was observed that the life of the people was immensely connected 

with storie based work. They spent their maximum time of the day in the stone field. In 

this regard the little children were also found to be involved in this work from the very 

beginning. The children had to do the hard work in inhuman working condition because 

the remuneration paid to them was based on amounts of work. In the economic field the 

struggle and competition was common to observe among them. The ultimate result was 

the inability of parents to run the family with their own earnings. Therefore, the children 

had to contribute to their family income. In most of the cases in spite of willing they 

could not eat meal more than twice a day. Even, their families failed to give them a full 

feed too. In many cases they had to do the work in hungry. Due to daylong working 

involvement the children could not manage adequate time to go to school or study at 

home though they had a keen interest· of continuing education. Besides this, due to 

poverty the parents could not meet the expense of educational materials such as books, 

note books, private tuition, school uniform and so on. Taking day off of the class they 
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had to do the work for survival In many cases they could continue their study no more 

after primary level. The minimum overall educational requirements like books, note 

books, tuition, food, reading room, peaceful environment, parental care etc. were almost 

absent. Their educational requirements were almost lacking and insecure also. Due to this 

fact children had to face lot of problems in their studies. The parents were unable to think 

about the future of their children rather they always thought how to survive? The children 

had to do the work against their will because they had a fear of scolding and often beating 

soundly by their parents that might have an immense impact on their mental as well as 

physical health. The hazardous hard manual work in unhygienic working environment 

might have resulted in numerous ill-health and also lead high risk of physical injuries that 

created a fear into their mind which !night have affected their emotional as well as 

psychological health badly. Many of them became ill but nonetheless they had to go to 

· the working field. They failed to get a minimum food like fish, meat, egg, fruits, milk etc. 

from their families that could have made them healthy and strong and it may be said that 

food security was lacking. They had not the financial capacity for better treatment and 

even it was almost impossible for their parents to continue treatment with necessary tests. 

Their parents failed to provide health facilities to them. Many families were not able to 

live in a proper house. Due to poverty they could not make a proper house of two to three 

rooms or more than that. Even, they could not afford to repair their houses or make 

another room. In fact, they could not provide a proper shelter to their children. 

Ultimately, their families were failed to ensure them proper shelter, food, dress, health 

facilities and necessary educational requirements. It is the fact that the securities of food, 

shelter, dress, education, health etc. were extremely lacking and insecure among the 

studied families ofPurba Rangia and the studied children were the prime victims of it. In 

their family it was common to notice that the love, sympathy, affection, humanity as well 

as kindness were absent in their families as their relationship mostly based on economic 

performance. In every family it was common to notice that there was a frequent conflict 

between husband and wife due to any small affairs in daily family life. Besides these, the 

drinking habits of fathers as well as the inter-familial and intra-familial conflict were also 

liable to make their families inhabitable that was a sign of bad family environment which 

affected the little children very much. Ultimately, their family environment was being 
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affected badly due to these reasons. In most of the fumilies it was common to notice that 

the parents were aggressive in nature and the children were the worst sufferers due to 

their aggressive characters. As a consequence, the psychological development of the 

children got affected very much. The feelings of love, affection, kindness, care etc. were 

almost absent among the parents rather they were always provoked by their parents to do 

the work in the stone field. In fact various types of psychological problems could be 

observed among the working children such as depression, problem of thinking and 

attention, emotional disorder and aggressive behaviour and so on. The social security of 

the studied children as well as the people was hampered continuously and even in many 

cases it was lacking also. They failed to claim as a citizen oflndia as most of them had no 

citizenship card. In fact they had not any such document like voter card, ration card to 

make prove their citizenship and they were treated as illegal migrants. They had to face a 

serious problem of identity crisis which was a great hindrance in the development of 

socio-cultural life of the studied families and their children. Due to displacement and 

migration they became poorer from poor. Their life became uncertain and also their 

solidarity and unity became lost, as a result, they became helpless. The whole system 

threatened their socio-political security. Due to migration and poverty they could not 

celebrate all their community festivals. Even many of them became very much irregular 

to worship their household deity mainly due to their poverty and hard struggle from 

morning to evening. Many of them had particular religious place and even a common 

ground for festival within their earlier village territory but these facilities were not 

available in the studied village. As a consequence, their religious life got affected badly 

and many of their festivals became stopped. They lost all their enjoyment and merriment 

and also the normal enjoyment of children got affected badly. Due to poverty and crisis in 

every aspect of their life the children could not participate in sports and games because 

they had to busy with stone based work during day time. In this way the working children 

were deprived of participation in sports, games etc. and ultimately the importance of it 

was reducing among them. The studied families were compelled to obstruct the 

enjoyment of children and also prevented their children in making this progress. 

They were debarred from all the basic needs and others too for various reasons. For 

survival the studied children got obstructed in their all necessary requirements. In many 
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cases they became sick while working in the stone crushing field which was caused by 

their hard labour in extremely hungry. They had a burning sensation in the stomach due 

to hunger. Their families could give them meal twice in a day with great difficulty but not 

full fed and it was also less nutritious. They had a strong desire of eating meat, fish, milk 

and fruits etc. but could not meet to their desire. Their eyes had a wild hungry look in 

them. They went to work for compulsion of hunger. Their families could not provide the 

security of food to them. They had a serious problem of shelter. Their dwelling houses 

were kachha and unhygienic. Many of their houses were broken but failed to repair it. 

Leaky roof and cracked wall that made their houses damp and in many cases it also 

damaged their beddings, cloths, books, note books, documents etc. Thus, the security of 

shelter of the studied families was very much uncertain and problematic. However, the 

studied children had no sufficient and proper dress. All the dresses became dirty and 

tattered due to rough use of it in the stone crushing field. They had no proper warm 

clothes and due to this fact during winter they had to work in the stone field while 

shivering with cold. Besides these, they did not get any assurance for continuing 

education from their parents rather got scolding and sound beating. They were growing 

up through a negligence, non cooperation, and improper guidance. Due to heavy 

workload many of them had to drop out of school and rest of them became very irregular 

in school attendance. Even, they did not get any support and inspiration from other family 

members and neighbours. Besides, they had to give more concentration on how to eat full 

fed as they used to feel uneasiness in the stomach due to hunger. Thus, for the 

compulsion they went to work. The condition of their health was very poor. They were 

weak by various diseases and aihnents for all the year round. But their families could not 

afford to expense of proper treatment with necessary diagnostic tests and prescribed 

medicines. Due to lack of proper care and treatment sometimes their diseases and 

ailments became more critical. Besides, the studied families were facing several problems 

in many cases. Basically most of them were illegal migrants as they had no ration card, 

voter identity and also the birth certificate of children. As a result of lacking of these 

documents they could not enjoy various opportunities and facilities from the government. 

It increased a tension among the studied families and their children. However, due to get 

hampered of religious life the opportunity of enjoyment and merriment became decreased 
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in many cases. The children could get pleasure from sports and games but due to busy 

working schedule they could not do the same and failed to enjoy from it. The children 

could not share their interests and enjoyments with their parents, which affected their 

psychological development as well as grown up. Thus, the studied children were deprived 

of all the rights to be grown up of a child which have been written as fundamental right in 

Indian constitution. Thus, it can be said that their families as well as their society could 

not provide primary security of living well and healthy to them and as a result, their 

development and progress got obstructed badly. However, it was the fact that most of the 

securities i.e. social security, economic security, political security, health security, food 

security, educational security, shelter security, citizenship/identity security etc. were very 

much lacking and were adversely affected and even in some cases it was fully absent. 

Thus the basic human securities were in the crisis. In this regard, the working children 

were suffering very much in all respects as their basic human securities like food, dress, 

shelter, education, health, psychological development etc. were suffering a lot. 

It is postulated that every parents loves their children by heart. But it is a pity that a large 

number of parents in the studied families failed to cater for minimum basic livelihood 

requirements to their children. Due to poverty they had to involve their children in work 

to augment their earnings. They had to fight incessantly against poverty to accumulate a 

fold of rice. Ultimately, they were going through a tough condition which was just like 

after meat comes mustard. Who will understand such horrible situation. Who will go 

forward to take share their burden of agony. Nobody will do it because our present 

society is too much self centric. We observe only their external situation. Have we ever 

thought why the parents did not well behave to their children. Who is responsible for 

such plight state. Our present social systems as well as unequal distribution of nation are 

responsible for it. It would be possible to make a healthy society only when the equality 

of this distribution would be possible to maintain at minimum level. 
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