
CHAPTER VI: RESPONSIBLE FACTORS FOR 

WORKING INVOLVEMENT OF THE CHILDREN 

Every child wants to play, wish to go to school, enjoy and so on. Parents also want to 

help them and try to settle them educationally, economically and so forth. But many of 

them fail to provide these facilities to their children. Even for maintaining the very 

minimum livelihood and others too the children are also involved in work for earnings 

apart from their normal involvement like education, play, enjoyment etc. to support their 

family. In this regard, that may be observed among the working children of the stone 

crushing families -

Case Study 1: Govinda Singha was a · 12 years old boy belonged to Rajbanshi 

community. He was born in Bangladesh. Their total four bigha/ of land was forcefully 

grabbed by the Muslim people of Bangladesh. As a result, their only earning source 

became lost. Even all the vegetables and fruits of their kitchen garden used to be grabbed 

by these Muslim people and further their scope of work as well as earnings got reduced. 

Primarily due to this serious economic setback they migrated to Balasan River basin in 

2006 in roofless, shelterless and resourceless condition. In his family he had father, 

mother, three younger sisters and an elder brother. After migration stone based work was 

the only way of making their living. Both his parents and also his elder brother got 

involved in stone based economy to earn their living. They worked hard daylong and 

earned Rs. 1400/- only per month. But with this little earnings they could not feed them 

to the fill. His family could not provide him minimum educational requirements such as 

necessary books, note books, pen, pencil, private tuition etc. Sometimes he was scolded 

bitterly by the teachers. He failed in the final examination and gradually he lost his 

fondness of education. He had to help his parents in the stone field and domestic chores 

as well. He had no guidance and no required materials for education. As a consequence, 

he dropped out of school when he was in class III. In this connection the parental 

1 Bigha: A measure ofland in India, varying from 1/3 to I acre (1/8 to 215 hectare). 
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illiteracy and lack of interest could not be ignored. fudeed, owing to illiteracy both of his 

parents could never understand the importance of education. They preferred to involve 

him in stone based occupation instead of sending him to school. His eyes filled with tears 

while asking about his school education. His parents and his elder brother worked hard 

throughout the day in the stone field but they could earn too little to meet all the needs of 

their five members' family such as food, proper shelter, health, treatment, education, 

dress etc. They could hardly afford to meet these needs at minimum level. It is to be 

mentioned that Govinda and his family could not afford to eat meal not more than twice a 

day. They could eat rice, pulses and vegetable curry. Sometimes, they had to starve. They 

could hardly arrange breakfast but it was only tea and biscuits or pup rice. Due to utter 

fmancial constraint they could not afford to maintain the nutritious food diet and even it 

was out of their capacity to accumulate the least expensive animal protein. Moreover, 

Govinda and his family had to face a lot of difficulties in living. Their dwelling house 

was kachha type that was made of wattle walls with corrugated tin roof, muddy floor and 

poor ventilation. Further, it was broken too and they could hardly meet the expense of 

repairing it. There was no drainage system as well as electricity and latrine facility in 

their house. The house composed of two little rooms and there was no separate kitchen. 

Moreover, Govinda and his rest of the family members had no well dress because due to 

poor economy they failed to provide it. He had only two dresses. Parents failed to 

purchase the school uniform and due to this fact he had to be scolded by his teachers. 

Even in last pujcl festivals his parents could not provide any dress to him. It was the fuct 

that they had not the capacity to purchase a new dress. Their condition was just like after 

meat comes mustard. In fact, the poverty, large family size, illiteracy and ignorance of the 

parents, lacking of minimum infrastructure facilities and materialistic. requirements, 

migration and displacement, ill constructed shelter, inter-familial and intra-fumilial 

conflicts, daylong working involvement of parents and other family members, motivation 

of parents for working involvement of the children, social and environmental condition, 

socio-political situation, involvement of all the villagers in the same working field and 

same livelihood pattern, and his growing up under these circumstances greatly influenced 

2 Puja: It is the act of showing deep respect to a god or a spirit through. devotion, pmyer, religious songs and rituals. 
Among Hindus puja is a prayer ritual to respect and worship their deities and it helps to make a spiritual connection 
with the divine. 
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him and forced him to get involved in this stone based work. Due to these facts, Govinda 

was involved in this job since he was only seven years old boy. He stated that his father 

was a cruel man who scolded him always and even sometimes he was beaten up soundly 

by his parents if he was absent in work or even raised his eyes from work. He had to do 

this work against his will. 

Case Study 2: Rita Barman, an II years aged girl. In her family she had her father, 

mother and an elder brother and sister. They came here from Bangladesh about eight 

years ago i.e. in 2003 due to poverty and political unrest as well. They had five bighas of 

agricultural land in Bangladesh. One day all their crops were pillaged and land was 

grabbed by Muslims forcefully and that made them indigent. As a result, the migration as 
'· 

well as displacement took place for survival. They became penniless. Under this 

circumstance, they came in Balasan river basin of Darjeeling district, West Bengal, India 

and made a house of two little rooms on the River bed with the help of local sardar and 

to earn their living they got involved in stone based occupation. They could earn 

Rs.l600/- per month which was not enough for maintaining their large family. Due to this 

fact Rita and her elder brother were sent to work. Rita was reading in class IV. Due to 

extreme poverty her parents could not provide educational materials like books, note 

books, private tuition etc. Rita could not maintain regular schooling as during day time 

she had to be very busy with work in the stone field as it was essential to support the 

family income. In fact, only this hard manual labour could feed them because without 

their contribution it was impossible to survive. Hardly they could take breakfast with tea 

and pup rice. Due to poor income they could not manage food more than twice a day and 

further it was poor nutritious. She had her both lunch and dinner with rice, pulses and 

vegetable curry. The nutritious food like meat, fish, egg, milk, fruits etc. were almost 

absent in their diet. Moreover, their living condition was very much poor and unhygienic. 

They lived in kachha and broken house and it was ill ventilated and damp. She fell ill but 

her parents could not provide better treatment, medicine and food to her. She had to share 

the single little room with rest family members. As a result, she could not maintain her 

privacy. There was no electricity and sanitation facility in the house. She had only two 

sets of dresses but her parents could not provide more than that. She had no well dress. 

Even, her parents failed to purchase the school uniform too for her. Indeed, they were 
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going through a tough condition due to utter economic constraint in the family. The 

parents needed an extra earnings to augment their family income. Rita confessed, she was 

provoked by her parents to do this job when she was only seven years little baby. She 

admitted that her working involvement had an adverse impact on her studies. She had a 

fear of scolding if she was absent in work and often she was beaten up soundly by her 

parents for the same reason. They altogether could earn Rs. 2500/- per month. She was 

first generation Ieamer but she did not get any support from her parents for education. 

However, due to the above reasons she started to loss interest in education and ultimately 

dropped out of school. The ignorance of parents; failing to meet minimum material 

needs; conflict due to poverty; no treatment and no medicine; motivated by parents and 

others as well to do the work; poor social enviromnent; and poor socio-political situation 

etc. were the reasons due to which she got involved in this work as there was no other 

option. 

Case Study 3: Prabhu Barman was an II years aged boy belonged to Rajbanshi 

community. They came here around 10 years ago i.e. 2001 from Bangladesh. In 

Bangladesh they had two bighas of cultivable land which was their only earning source. 

But this land was grabbed by the Muslim people and even, all their produced crops were 

looted by some Muslim people. As a consequence, their only source of earning became 

lost that created a serious fmancial constraint. The fundamental needs and rights to live 

became increased and violated and the problem of survival got emerged. In his family he 

had father, mother, two younger sisters and an elder brother. Under this situation, this six 

members' family with utter economic instability resulted in poverty and misery, and also 

the security and protection for living were found lacking. As a consequence, they were 

forced to migrate illegally in India and came in Balasan River basin in 200 !through their 

close relatives. They made a kachha house of two little rooms in the River basin by 

lending money from a Sardar of the stone crushing field. Finding no other alternative 

scopes, they had to choose the stone crushing occupation as their only earning source. 

Both of his parents and elder brother earned their living as stone crusher but their 

earnings failed to ensure a minimum security for living. They altogether could earn not 

more than Rs. 1800/- per month and this amount was too little to meet the minimum 

needs for living. The fulfillment of necessary requirements like food, dress, expense of 
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education and treatment, house repairing etc. were at very poor level. The teachers 

scolded him bitterly because he had no school uniform. In most of the cases his parents 

could not provide books, note books, or other requirements to him. Moreover, the parents 

were unable to provide private tuition to him because of its unaffordable expense and 

even they could not guide him as well. He never got the support from his parents for his 

studies and perhaps it was just due to the fact of his parental illiteracy. Ultimately he 

dropped out of school when he was in class IV. They could arrange food not more than 

twice a day and it was just rice, pulses and vegetables. They could rarely eat meet, egg, 

fish, fruit and mille They could hardly manage a little breakfast with tea and pup rice. 

Even in many cases they had to starve. They used to suffer from various diseases and 

ailments throughout the year but had no capacity to bear the expense of treatment. They 

could never purchase all the doctor prescribed medicines and even could not maintain its 

full course. They could not afford the cost of specialist doctors due to unbearable 

expense. They had a quarrel all the time at home over these matters. To get a relief from 

tension his father used to take alcohol everyday and also used abusive words and beat 

them soundly. Moreover, their family members did stone based work throughout the day 

on the river bed and even at the beginning sometimes their food and other necessary 

things were taken by Prabhu to the river bed which influenced him to get involved in this 

work. Ultimately, poverty and lack of security (food, survival) were more acute. He had 

no well dress because of acute poverty his parents could not afford to purchase a new 

dress for him. He was found crying his eyes out while describing the fact. For the agony 

of hunger parents motivated Prabhu to get involved in the stone based work. He had been 

doing this work since he was only 8 years old. He spent most of the time in a day for 

work. He had to work against his will because he had a fear of scolding and even beating 

too by his parents. 

However, there must be a reason or some reasons behind any incident. Therefore, in the 

context of the involvement of children in work obviously there were certain reasons. 

These are stated below one after another -

Economic Situation: Economy is an important constituent of the community life and 

plays a deciding role in the formation of the cultural and social structure of society. The 
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economic life of the people helps us to understand an important feature of their culture 

(Vidyarthi and Rai, 1976: 93). The studied people mostly came from Bangladesh and the 

rest came from other districts of West Bengal. The studied people who came from 

Bangladesh all were settled agriculturalist and had agricultural land in Bangladesh from 

where they could get their required crops and so on. Apart from this, from rivers and wet 

lands they could get ample amount of fishes. Meanwhile after independence of 

Bangladesh the said people started to face a lot of problems to maintain their daily 

livelihood which is still continuing. Their economic source became shrunk as most of 

their properties were looted and prime earning source, agricultural land were grabbed by 

the Muslim people of Bangladesh and ultimately the situation became alarming. It 

affected their both lives and livelihood. It was reported that many of the studied families 

lost all their properties and even many became shelterless and resourceless. Moreover, in 

this situation they were forced to come here and for minimum survival they started to 

settle down in this studied area, Balasan River bed. The people who came from other 

districts of West Bengal or other area were mainly due to poverty. The Balasan River 

carries with its stream huge boulders, stones and sand which have great demand in this 

locality for urban and other constructions. To do this work primarily physical labour is 

needed, thus, finding no other good alternatives the studied people accepted this 

occupation for their minimum survival. However, the stone based work was the prime 

source of earnings of all the studied families. They used to wakeup very early in the 

morning with the ray of sunup. After morning fresh they went to the stone field. They 

returned home in the evening when the work was over for the day. They worked 

throughout the year ignoring the fact of scorching heat of summer and biting cold of 

winter. On an average around four members in each family were involved in this work. 

They did various types of stone based activities like stone collection, stone crushing, sand 

gathering, and truck loading. In the stone field both male and female working children 

were mostly found to be involved in stone collection and stone crushing activities. 

Whereas only two female and few male children were involved in truck loading activities 

because it was very much hard labourious and painfu~ and physically the children were 

not able to do it. The children were found to do the work in the stone field for an average 

seven hours in a day. Moreover the studied people did this work hard throughout the year 
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for maintaining their livelihood. Now. the distribution of the families on the basis of 

monthly income (except the income of working children) are shown in the following 

table-

Table 6.1: Distribution of Child Workers' Family on the basis of Monthly Income 

Child Monthly income (in Rs.) 
workers' Up to 1001- 2001- 3001- 4001 and Total 
family 1000 2000 3000 4000 above 
No. of family 23 172 40 10 5 250 

9.20 68.80 16.00 4.00 2.00 100.00 
(Excludmg the Income of Working Childre11) 

The data reveals that most of the studied families failed to earn more than Rs. 2000/- per 

month and they had to face a serious economic setback. Generally they used to be paid a 

very little remuneration as compared to their hard physical labour for the whole day. The 

fulfillment of their daily livelihood requirements was a seldom happening factor on this 

little earnings. Even, their income was too little to meet the expense of reconstruction or 

repairing their houses. They were in a crying need to have extra room in their houses. But 

not everybody had the necessary money to build another room in their houses. However, 

the condition of roof of most of the houses was very poor. There were too much moisture 

in their rooms that might have caused serious ill health like various skin problems, a 

chronic cold and cough with nasal blockage and frequent sneezing, headaches, difficulty 

in breathing and so on. The most obvious way that moisture entered their rooms was 

through rain that was falling on their leaky roofs. These roof leaks were usually 

noticeable and that had to be repaired immediately. But due to utter fmancial constraints 

they could not repair it. They had to bear it silently as they had no other option. Even, 

there was not sufficient space in their rooms. They had to stay altogether in a room with 

utmost difficulty. Due to lack of space in the room they could not live comfortably. Their 

dwelling houses were no longer perfect for living. 
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Figur e 6.1: Dwelling house 

Moreover, owing to poverty they could eat meal not more than twice a day. In their dail y 

diet they could eat rice, pulses and little amount of vegetable curry. They never wanted to 

go home for lunch, because the amo unt of work wou ld be reduced. Their payment was 

completely based on amount of work as well as production, so they never wished to 

waste time, even not for a moment too . They were in a condition of near starvation. They 

were not ab le to accumulate proper nutritious food like egg, fi sh, meat, milk, fruits etc. 

and even, the least expensive animal protein could rarely be seen in their diet. Moreover, 

their little earnings could not provide them the required food too . They had to do the 

work in hungry. They became too weak and often they fe ll ill. But due to utter financia l 

constraints they were unable to meet the expense of better treatment and even could not 

purchase all the prescribed medicines too. Most of the ch ildren were forced to get 

invo lved in stone based job in order to contribute to their fami ly income. It was s imply 

unbearable fo r most of the parents to spend money for livelihood requirements as well as 

diseases or other form of disability and a lso for fami lial ceremonies. ln most of the cases 

to run the hearth they had to take loan fro m 'samiti ' 3 (co-operative) on certain conditions 

that they had to repay it with interest within 45 weeks. Indeed, they cou ld not seem to 

stay out of debt that made them feel every moment to find out the way of extra earnings. 

Many of them had no cit izenship and due to absence of voter identity card and ration card 

3Samiti: In english it is called as cooperative society. However in the studied village there was a 

cooperative society which was locally known as ' Bandhan ' formed by the local people from where they 
could get the loan with a low interest; and the members of the samiti got the share of profi t. 
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they could not enjoy government economic facilities like ration, loan, house, treatment 

benefit, educational support for children, electric facility for BPL etc. Under these 

circumstances, sending children to work seemed like a best option to them. Poor 

economy was the main cause of the involvement of children in work. Poor parents sent 

their children to work not out of choice but for reasons of economic expediency. Indeed, 

the poverty was the major decisive factor in prevalence of child worker in the studied 

area. 

Large Family Size: It was observed that among the studied families there were 250 

families and their average family size was five. Though, some (29 .20%) were composed 

of 6-10 members. There is a need of balance between family size and income. But it was 

observed that the average monthly family income was Rs. 2146/-; and per head monthly 

income was Rs. 433/-. With this poor income they had to face problems to maintain their 

family and it was the fact that in respect of family income the family size was large. 

Table 6.2: Size of the Child Workers' Family 

Family size Total number of 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9& family 

above 
1 1 28 78 69 37 22 5 9 250 
0.40 0.40 11.20 31.20 27.60 14.80 8.80 2.00 3.60 100.00 

Table 6.3: Family Size and Family Wise Number of Working Children 

No. oftotal No. ofworkin2 children er family 
members 1 2 3 4 Total 

1 1 - - - 1 
100.00 100.00 

2 1 - - - 1 
100.00 100.00 

3 25 3 - - 28 ,/ 
/ . 

89.29 10.71 100.00/" 
4 60 18 - - 78/ 

76.92 23.08 / ioo.oo 
5 38 23 8 - / 69 

55.07 33.33 11.59 100.00 
6 and above 28 28 12 5 73 

38.36 38.36 16.44 6.85 100.00 
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They could not make a living and a family with this little earnings. Due to large family 

size with comparatively less income the fulfillment of minimum basic necessary 

requirements for the family was simply tough and that's why the involvement of children 

in work for a financial aid was very much essential. But if the family size would be 

limited, then there might have no need to send their children to work rather they would 

have carefully educated them or they could have provided other necessary things for their 

progress and development. They had firm belief that more children means more earnings 

but they were not aware about the reality that extra children means extra mouth to feed. 

Ultimately, their burden of expense was getting higher with a significant increasing of 

family members. However, another responsible factor for the involvement of children in 

work was large family size and low income. 

Illiteracy and Ignorance of Parents: Education is a cultural pursuit consisting in the 

appropriate training of the human being as such, and this, like truth or health, is one of 

the values desired for their own sake. Education (from educare) ringing means the 

bringing up or developing in the pupil those habits and attitudes with which he may 

successfully face the future, though it does not exclude the idea of leading the student in 

the acquisition of knowledge and experience in accordance with the values cherished in a · 

society. Education is one way or another is necessary and universal feature of society by 

which every generation transmits to the next its social heritage. It is basically an agency 

of social control both in the conservative and in its innovating aspects. It is in itself one of 

the most faithful expressions of the ideals and ends of society (Pascual Gisbert, 1957: 266 

and 280). We can regard formal education in modern societies as communicating 

independently ideas and values which play a part in regulating behaviour. Education 

contributes independently to the regulation of conduct, and that is in the early 

socialization of the child (Bottomore, 1962: 270-271). According to Census of India, 

2011 the literacy rate in our country is 74.04 per cent of which male is 82.14 per cent and 

female is 65.46 per cent and the Scheduled Castes literacy rate is 66.1 per cent of which 

male is 75.2 per cent and female is 56.5 per cent. In this regard, the educational scenario 

of the parents of working children of the studied families is shown in the following table. 
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Table 6.4: Educational Status and Level of the Child Workers' Fathers and Mothers 

Category Illiterate Literate Total If literate then level 
Primary Secondary 

Father 173 57 230 36 21 
75.21 24.78 100.00 63.16 36.84 

Mother 205 41 246 31 10 
83.33 16.67 100.00 75.61 24.39 

The data reveals that majority of the parents were illiterate; and among the literate 

category, most of them had education up to primary level. Both in cases the situation of 

women was very poor. The educational scenario of the parents of working children of the 

studied families was very poor in condition. Due to plight educational scenario with less 

income most of the parents could not understand that premature entry into work robbed 

the childhood off their children. They believed that more children means more 

opportunity of income. Most of the children were motivated by their parents to get 

involved in stone based work. A large number of parents could not hide the expression of 

their feelings that "education can provide us nothing rather it seems like a burden of 

expense which creates economic scarcity. In filet, to tell the truth, providing education to 

our children is out of our capacity. Hence, it will be better for us if we involve our 

children in work so that we can get a monetary support to enhance our family income a 

bit at least". They stated the fact that "everything in life is fated and who will undo what 

is ordained by fate?" There was a doubt about their willing in favour of education as they 

never expressed it even for a moment too. They were pleased with how much they gained 

from the involvement of their children in work. The thinking about the future of their 

children was not at all a matter of grave concern to them. If they were educated, they 

might have understood the importance of education in child's life. However, the illiteracy 

and ignorance of parents was another influential factor in prevalence of child worker in 

the studied area. 

Educational Backwardness: Another important factor for the involvement of children in 

work was their educational backwardness. 
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Table 6.5: Distribution of Literate Child Workers on the basis of Private Tuition 

Facility (Past and Present) 

Private tuition facility 
Yes No Total 

37 295 332 

11.14 88.86 100.00 

Concerning educational backwardness, the data reveals that a major percentage of 

working children were debarred from getting private tuition (Table 6.5) as their parents 

could not afford to bear the expense of it. It was known from them that the quality of 

school education was not satisfactory. They were unanimous in their conviction that 

"without tuition how to do the horne work or who will guide us at horne?'' As a 

consequence, they did not want to go to school because they had a fear of getting 

punishment to attend the class without horne work. And in the meantime 119(35.84%) 

child workers already stopped their education at their very early age and it was due to 

their working involvement for the whole day and lack of necessary educational 

requirements as well as proper guidance. Moreover, all the above situations adversely 

affected their progress of education and these were primarily responsible for their poor 

level of education. 

Table 6.6: Distribution of School Going Working Children According to their 

School Attendance 

School attendance 

Regular Irregular Total 

29 184 213 

13.62 86.38 100.00 

The data reveals that very few of the school going working children could attend school 

regularly (Table 6.6). The above mentioned hindrances and unfavourable circumstances 

did not support them to continue their studies smoothly. Ultimately they lost the interest 

in education, and as a result they failed in the examination and resulted in drop out of 

school and later they involved themselves in the stone based job to improve the fmancial 
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condition of their family. In this studied area the noticeable matter was that a bulk of 

children were debarred from getting necessary educational requirements like private 

tuition, adequate books, note books, pen, pencil etc. primarily on account of severe fiscal 

stringency and local socio-cultural environment. 

Absence of Parents or Guardians: Absence of parents or guardians affects largely and 

due to this fact in many cases the studied children were forced to take the responsibility 

to run the family sacrificing the enjoyment of childhood. 

Table 6.7: Distribution of Families on the basis of Child Workers With and Without 
"Parents 

Parents Situation of the family Total family 
Living with Dead Separated and 

family formed new 
family 

Father 230 13 7 250 
92 5.2 2.8 100 

Mother 246 3 I 250 
98.4 1.2 0.4 100 

In this concern, it was observed that the children of few families lost their father and 

mother too. Besides this, in few cases it was noticed that the fathers of 2.80 per cent 

families left their family permanently and established a new family by remarriage (Table 

6.6). Under these circumstances, the children were bound to share the economic and other 

familial responsibilities too. Thus, another responsible factor for working involvement of 

the children was the absence of their parents or guardians. 

Insecurity: Among the studied families, it was observed that most of the parents could 

not stay at home during day time as they had to work throughout the day in the stone 

field. The data reveals that around 95 per cent and 75 per cent of the total studied fathers 

and mothers respectively had to do this work for more than seven hours in a day (Table 

5.14). During day time most of the children had to stay at horne without guardians and 

often they felt insecure and this problem was mainly faced by the female children. Owing 

"to this fact, they were supposed to go to the working field with their parents and 

gradually got involved in stone based work. However, insecurity or absence of parents at 

home was another factor which promoted them to do the work. 
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Dissatisfaction of Personal Needs: It was the fact that the studied children were 

dissatisfied as their various needs were not fulfilled. In few cases it was noticed that the 

children involved themselves in stone based work for earnings to satisfy their personal 

needs like favourite food items- fruits, chocolate, ice cream etc.; sports materials- bat, 

ball, wicket, foot hal~ sports shoe, various toys and so on; dresses- well shirt, pant, T

shirt, various female dresses and woolen garments etc.; sandals, shoes etc.; cosmetics, 

ornaments (imitation) leisure and recreation i.e. purchasing sport requirements for what 

they like to play, watching cinema and theatre, etc.; personal hygiene- purchasing 

necessary cleaning agents such as soap, shampoo etc. for body cleanliness, surf and soap 

for washing dirty clothes and so on. Their parents could not provide the above always to 

them as they earned very little and finding no other way to satisfy their requirements they 

got involved themselves in stone based occupation. 

Motivation for Working Involvement: Proper motivation IS an important matter by 

which a person mould himself even can reach to the exact destination. In the studied area 

it was observed that some of the working children .were motivated by their friends, 

neighbours and other elder persons of the family to do the stone based work. In this 

connection, the data reveals that 6.37 per cent, 4.51 per cent and 2.12 per cent of working 

children were motivated by the elder members of their family, friends and neighbours 

respectively (Table 5.17). Thus, it was another factor, which was responsible for the 

involvement of children in stone based work. 

Migration: Due to displacement as well as migration the normal setup of any existing 

society is shaken even many things are changed too to adjust with the new setup. In this 

regard particularly the children are very much affected. Migration played an important 

role in prevalence of child worker in the studied area. The mentionable matter is that all 

of the studied families were migrants and mostly (80.80%) came from Bangladesh due to 

some unavoidable circumstances. Apart from this, 16.80 per cent and 2.40 per cent came 

from adjoining districts and states of the country respectively (Table 3.2). They were 

forced to leave their early place of residence, land and property. They became homeless, 

roofless as well as resourceless. They had to fuce a serious economic setback and other 

problems like adjustment with new socio-cultural system, shelterless situation, 

hungriness etc. However, finding no other alternatives, they accepted the stone based job 
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for eking out a living. But they were paid very little remuneration which was not enough 

for maintaining the livelihood. Under these circumstances, they thought that the 

involvement of their children in this work was the only way to get rid a bit of severe 

economic instability. Thus, migration as well as displacement brought a turning point in 

their way of livelihood as well as in their socio-cultural practices which might have an 

adverse impact on their way of living, and obviously it was the cause of involvement of 

the children in the work. 

Conflict Situation of the Families and Psychological Pressure: Any conflict hampers 

the peace and affects the normal way of living. It seriously affects the progress and 

development too as it creates tension which affects our thinking, working etc. However, 

among most of the studied families the relationship between fathers and mothers was not 

in well state at all. Even in some cases parents failed to maintain good relationship with 

their family members too. For not getting required food, dress, required shelter, study 

materials like books, note books etc.; leisure time for enjoying etc., for the inability to 

bear the expense of treatment etc. and other materials a continuous unhappiness, chaos, 

conflict etc. were noticed among the children and also . their other family members. 

Particularly due to inability to provide the above materials to the children and other 

family members the fathers had to go through mental agony as in the family there was a 

continuous chaos and conflict over this matter. To get relief from this situation many of 

them used to drink alcohol. 

Table 6.8: Alcoholism of Child Workers' Fathers 

Father of Working Children Alcoholism 

Yes No Total 
No. of Father 187 43 230 

81.30 18.70 100.00 

The data reveals that a major percentage offathers (81.30%) of working children used to 

drink alcohol (Table 6.8). A serious conflict and usage of abusive words could be noticed 

in every family when their father developed alcohol; a disturbance among the members at 

home and also with others had been taken place. In this regard, the prime responsible 

factor was their continuous hard struggle against extreme poverty for survival that kept 

them away from peaceful living. It was the fact that altogether their monthly income was 
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too poor to provide the minimum daily livelihood requirements. The relationship among 

the family members was mostly based on economic performances that told upon their 

children's psychology atrociously. Majority of the children did not get proper care, 

guidance, love and affection. Under these circumstances, some of the children felt that if 

they do not do the work, they have not any value in their family. They also realized that 

parents needed an economic support. Thus, their psychology was developed in such a 

way. Therefore, conflict situation and above mentioned reasons of the children and 

families created a psychological pressure on them to get involved in this work as soon as 

possible to solve or reduce the problems. 

Social Environment: It is very important as from the society as well as locality a person 

learns several things. In their daily life they observe and learn the habits, practices, 

behaviour, way of living, way of earning and so on. It is the fact, culture is learned and 

shared and it is transmitted from generation after generation. In this regard, in the studied 

area it was common to notice that most of the children born in extreme poverty. Society 

pushed them to the jaws of death after birth. They were dispossessed of their basic needs 

and rights to grow up in a healthy way. Even they were deprived of getting love, 

affection, sympathy, kindness as well as proper care of their parents. From very 

beginning they had to see a continuous hard struggle of their parents to feed them. In 

most of the cases, mother took their little baby to the stone field. As a consequence, from 

the very beginning their thinking patterns were surrounded by stones, sands and other 

stone crushing implements. So naturally, an· inclination for the same was gradually 

developed into their mind and perhaps they could able to adjust themselves with such 

type of environment. They used to observe daily that so many people were doing 

different types of stone related activities in the stone field such as stone collection, sand 

gathering, stone crushing, truck loading and so on. Children gradually learnt the work and 

got involved in this work. 
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Figure 6.2: A little child obse rving his mother crushing stone 

Figure 6.3: Little children participating in spor t with stones and also observing stone based work 

Most o f the chi ldren did not get adequate co-operat ion ffom their parents to fu lfill their 

req uire ments. Even they did not get any cooperation as we ll as proper gu idance and 

awareness from ne ighbours, relatives and other elder members of the fam ily rather they 
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were prompted by them to follow their livelihood pattern. Besides these, the peer group 

also plays an important role in socialization process. But in the studied village it was 

common to notice among the working children that most of the members of peer group 

were going through ahuost same situation and they were also motivated by each other to 

do the same work. Obviously it was due to same socio-economic and cultural practices of 

the families. Therefore, it may be said that social environment was most influential factor 

to involve the children in this work. 

The present chapter has demonstrated that all the studied families were forced to migrate 

mainly due to loss of their economic resources as well as extreme poverty. Apart from 

these, socio-political reasons and some other factors were also responsible for the same. 

It was the fact that the studied people settled on the Balasan river bed and involved 

themselves in the stone based work. They did this work daylong for all the year round but 

they failed to enhance their income as they required by which they could fulfill the 

necessary demand of their family members. It was the fact that with their little income, 

they failed to provide vegetarian rice meal not more than twice a day, while eating egg, 

fish, meat, milk, fruit etc. was the seldom happening factor. They failed to provide the 

educational requirements and also failed to provide good dress to their children; broken 

houses were not repaired at proper time or that could not be extended and as a result, 

average five members' family had to stay in the single room houses mostly. Complete 

treatment was not possible with this income, that's why many were suffering from 

various diseases and ailments. Ultimately many had to work in hungry. The overall 

situation forced the children to get involved in stone based work to provide fmancial aid 

to their parents. In this regard, the poverty was the main cause of involvement of the 

children in work. Most of the parents believed that more children means more earnings. It 

was the fact that in many cases the family size was very large while the number of 

earning members was less. In fact due to large family size with less income, it was simply 

impossible to fulfill the minimum basic necessary livelihood requirements and due to this 

fact they had an urgent need to augment their income. Under these circumstances, they 

thought that the involvement of children in work was the best option for them. Besides 

these, they could not understand that if the children are forced to do the work at very little 

age then their overall growing up, development, socialization as well as personality 
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formation is hampered seriously. Thus, the illiteracy and ignorance of parents was 

another influential factor for the involvement of children in this work. In few families due 

to absence of parents or guardians the children had to take the burden of responsibility at 

a very early age to run their family. However, their parents could not afford to provide 

minimum requirements to them. They could accumulate rice meal twice a day only, but 

the animal protein like fish and meat and also the egg could rarely be seen in their diet. 

They could not afford to eat fruit, milk and other health drinks. They had not minimum 

adequate dress and even, they had not school uniform as well. Most of them had two set 

of dresses and these dresses became dirty soon due to rough use of it. But they could 

rarely wash it. However, they had a very hard time in winter because they had no proper 

warm clothes to protect themselves from severing cold. It was true that during winter the 

climate of Balasan River basin became very cold and their every pores of skin felt a 

biting touch of blowing cold wind. They had to suffer pain a lot, but indeed, they had no 

way but tolerating it silently. Sometimes, especially the female children had an earnest 

longing to use ornaments but they could not meet it. Moreover, the children could not 

meet the minimum needs of sports materials and they wept bitterly for this but their 

parents could not provide it to them. Apart from these, the parents could not bear the 

expense of minimum educational requirements for their children. Due to this fact, the 

studied children had to face serious problems in their studies and lost their interest of 

education. During study the children were suffering from various diseases and ailments 

throughout the year. But they did not get proper treatment because, their parents had not 

the capacity to bear the expeuse of treatment with necessary diagnostic tests and also 

could not afford to purchase all the prescribed medicines. Often to satisfy their 

requirements they got involved in stone based occupation. In fact, this extreme poverty 

became a constant companion in their daily life. Due to this fact, they had to do the work 

hard for the whole day in the stone crushing field in the hope of enhancement their 

earnings a bit. Even, sometimes few of them had to do the work in the stone field after 

evening also. Under these circumstances, during day time the children had to stay home 

alone and no one was there to look after them and this matter made their parents worried 

deeply. In this regard, especially the female children became a matter of anxiety to their 

parents because their parents could not feel secure to leave them alone at home. So, the 
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parents took them at very little age to the stone crushing field. Besides these, the 

relatives, neighbours and also their friends took them to the stone field. It was the fact 

that most of the children were motivated primarily by their parents to do the work in the 

stone field. Apart from these, due to several reasons, they were forced to migrate from 

one place to another even from one country to another country too. As a result, the 

normal socio-cultural set up of the concerned families as well as society was very much 

hampered and it seriously affected the children too. It was the fact that after migration the 

concerned families started to settle on Balasan River bed and involved themselves in the 

stone based job where the children were not excluded from it. Therefore, it may be said 

that migration also played an important role in the prevalence of child worker in the 

studied area. It was the fact that the parents worked hard throughout the day in all the 

seasons. But their monthly income was too poor to maintain livelihood. The necessary 

requirements like food, dress, shelter, educational materials, treatment etc. nothing of 

these could be provided properly. Even, due to extreme poverty they hardly could 

manage food not more than twice a day and it was very poor nutritious. In many cases 

they had to starve also. As a result, they became very sick and weak physically. 

Ultimately, a chaos and conflict was common to notice in their family over the inability 

to provide the required materials to the family members. This situation increased their 

mental pressure and anxiety very much. However, under these circumstances the children 

felt that if they do not do the work, they have not any value in their family, thus they 

involved themselves in this work at an early age. Moreover, the relationship among the 

family members was mostly based on economic performances. Besides these, social 

environment is very important to grow up as well as socialization and personality 

formation. After family, a person learns all the habits, attitudes, behaviours, practices, 

way of earning and so on from the society. In this regard, here, a child after his/her birth 

see that all the family members and the people of this locality do the stone based work, 

hungriness, illiteracy, shelterless, ill health as well as extreme poverty, quarrel and so on. 

Ultimately, they did not get the opportunity to learn more than that in their growing 

stages. Therefore, no doubt the social environment was most important responsible factor 

for the involvement of children in this work. As a result, they were completely 

dispossessed of necessary opportunities for their overall development. Moreover, poverty 
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was the prime responsible factor for their working involvement and also for all types of 

deprivation. The other responsible factors for the same were large family size, illiteracy 

and ignorance of parents, educational backwardness, absence of parents or guardians, 

insecurity, dissatisfaction of personal needs, motivation for working involvement, 

migration, conflict situation of the families, psychological pressure, and social 

environment. However, they were forced by the above factors to get involved in the stone 

based work at an early stage of life which robbed their childhood. 
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