
CHAPTER VII 

ROLE, STATUS AND EMPOWERMENT 
OF SIKKIMESE WOMEN INVOLVED IN 

HANDICRAFT PRODUCTION AND ·SELLING .. 

Economic Participation, Earning and Social Position 
Aspects of EmploymenUJob 
Necessity of women'~ participation in gainful employment 
Better job aspiration 
Informants' feeling about their working condition 
Resource/Property Matters 
Share in family property 
Aspect of Financial Contribution . 
Keeping of earning for self expenses 
Possession of Bank account 
Type of Bank account possessed 
Savings 

Role and · Status in the Family 
Composition of family 
Participation in. Decision-making 
Access to Decision -making 
Attitude towards girl child 
Discrimination · between boys and girls/ men and women 

Marriage and the Position of Women · 
Age at marriage and type of marriage 
Marriage Payment 

Siate of Education 
Necessity for women education 
Educational Aspiration 
Educational aspiration for boys and girls 
Parents' influence behind girls' I women's' education 

Political Participation 
Health situation 
Findings 



CHAPTER VII 

ROLE , STATUS AND EMPOWERMENT 
OF SIKKIMESE WOMEN INVOLVED IN HANIJICR.f/FT. 

PRODUCTION AND SELLING 

This part of the present study is undertaken for a Clear understanding of 
the . role and status of women involved in handicraft productions and or 
selling with relation to some empowerment issues for women in Sikkim : 
The analysis in this section is based on the survey of 116 women 
informants ( Bhutia 48 , Lepcha 21 and Nepalese 4 7) with the help of . a 
interview schedule . 

7.1 Economic Participation , Earning · and Socia~ Position 
Access to economy by women has been very crucial for the role and status 
as well as empowerment of women in the society. Therefore, to examine the 
position · of . women in terms of economy the informants were asked 
regarding their views about the necessity of women's participation in gainful 
job , aspiration to get better gainful job , informants' feeling about their 
working situation ' feeling of informants in doing both the work. in job place 
and house , equal share in family property , informants' financial contribution 
to family , extent of amount normally kept by informants for own personal 
expenses, possession of bank account , type of bank account possessed , 
savings normally made, etc. The analysis in this regard has been presented 
in the following tables. 

7 .1.1 Aspects of Employment /Job 

7 .1.1.1 Necessity of women., s·· participation in gainful employment 
Women1s · participation in gainful employment and their aspiration towards 
such employment have been very important with a view to get them 
empowered in terms of . financially self reliant and access to economy of 
the society. Governmental jobs are not only the most lucrative sector in 
Sikkim, they also indicate the extent of political clout, business connections, ·. 
or in all respects influence that the incumbents exercise in etc. This has 
been very important for enhancing the status of women vis-a-vis their 
empowerment in the society. Taking this into consideration an attempt has 
been made in Table 84 to visualize their opinion regarding the necessity 
of women·s' participation in gainful employment . · 
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Women's partiCipation in gainful employment is ri.ecessary · 

Community Opinion 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 100.0 -
Nepalese 100.0 -

Total 100.0 -
Note: Bhutm-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. · 

(Percentage distribution) 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

All of the informants ( 100.0 per cent) have opined that the women's 
participation in gainful employment has been undoubtedly necessary in view 
that women should not remain idle and· should participate in gainful job for 
getting them economically self-dependent (Table 84). 

7. 'i .1.2 Better job aspiration 

Table : 85 . Aspiration to get better gainful job 

Community Whether aspired 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 73.9 26.1 
Nepalese 78.7 21.3 

Total 75.9 24.1 
Note: Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source: Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(P · ercentage d. ·b · n) tstn utto 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

indeed, majority of the informants ( 75.9 per cent) have reported that they· 
aspire always to get better gainful job, so that they can get handsome 
income for them . Their aspirations are mainly to get wider reputation and.· 
as well known handicraft producers , aspiration to do business on their own 
and to become successful business women in handicraft market, opening· of 
own handicraft showroom , opening of carpet weaving center, government 
job in GICI and other jobs in government seCtor too , any. other gainful job 
for earning. Thereby, it may be said that they are. very keen and ha.ving · 
the motivation to earn on their own through gainful job . Indeed, their 
aspiration is mainly centered around the handicraft industry . 

While, rest 24.1 per cent of them viewed that they do not aspire in this 
regard as they are either happy and satisfied with the present job or 
having the feeling that they are not in a position to aspire any more in this 
regard 

Community-wise, similar trend has been discernible with little difference in 
percentage among Bhutia-Lepcha and Nepalese communities (Table 85). 
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7 .1.1.3 Informants' feeling about their working condition 
Informants' feeling about their working environment has been important in 
view to know the situation under which the women are working . In this 
context, Table 86 shows that majority of the informants (87.9 per cent) 

Table: 86 Informants' feeling about their working environment 
(P ta d" trib f ) ercen Lge IS U lOll 

Community Feeling aspect 
Good Satisfactory Bad/not good 

Bhutia- Lepcha 85.5 2.9 1.4 
Nepalese 91.5 4.3 2.1 

Total 87.9 3.5 1.7 
Note: Bhutta-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

No liking . Total 
10.2 100.0 
2.1 100.0 
6.9 100.0 

opined that their working environment is good , followed by satisfactory (3.5 
per cent ). But 8.6 per cent of them on the contrary feel that they either do 
not like their working environment or feel bad . Here also similar trend is 
visible among both the communities except the percentage of informants 
who do not like the working situation has been comparatively higher among 

. Bhutia-Lep.cha ( 10.2 per cent) than Nepalese ( 2.1 per cent) . 

Similarly , an attempt also is made to envisage the extent of · feeling of 
these working women in doing both the work in job-place and house . This 
has been cited in Table 87 . 

Table : 87 Feeling of informants for doing both the work 
· in job-place and house 

Feeling aspect 
Bhutia- Lepcha 

No problem/ no tension used to 39.1 face in doing both the work 
Feel tension in household work 5.8 

Feel comfortable in doing both the 4.4 work 
Feel tension in work place 15.9 

Feel tension in doing both the 34.8 work in job place and home 
Total 100.0 

Note: Bhutla-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(Percentage distribution) 
Community 

Nepalese Total 

31.9 36.2 

6.4 6.0 

8.5 6.0 

21.3 18.1 

31.9 33.6 

100.0 100.0 

Taking the informants' feeling in doing both the work in job-place and 
house, 57.7 per cent feel tension either doing both the work in job ·place 
and houses or feel tension in work place or household work . While 42.2 
per cent of them reported that they feel comfortable/no problem/no tension 
in doing both the work in job place and houses (Table 87). It substantiates 
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to a extent that the gainfully employed women used · to face 
tension/problems in performing the work both in work place and houses 
together as the women have to perform the huge household chores apart 
from duties in work place. 

7.1 .2 Rasource/Property M2tters 

7.1 .2. i Share in family property 
It is the fact that as per the rules of inheritance, traditionally the property is 
inherited only by sons and sons used to get equal shares . On the whole 
the succession has been by the eldest son. While women have no right of 
inheritance in general . This has been common among both the Bhutia
Lepcha and Nepalese communities . Under such situation it is also important 
to envisage the views vis-a-vis opinion of the informants towards the 
sharing of family property by women equally with men , which has been 
presented in Table 88. 

Table : 88 Opinion that women should get equal share 
In family property 

ercentage IStri UtiO (P d" "b · n) 
Opinion Opinion 

Yes No No comment Total 
Bhutia- Lepcha 91.3 7.3 1.4 100.0 

Nepalese 89.4 8.5 2.1 100.0 
Total 90.5 7.8 1.7 100.0 

· Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

In case of sharing of family property by inheritance, majority of the 
informants { 90.5 per cent) opined that the women should get equal share of 
family property with male by inheritance. At the same time, 7.8 per cent of 
them did not opine favourably in this regard because traditionally women · 
do not get any share of the family property in normal cases except the 
gifts and assets during marriage and that too depends up~n 

parents'lbrothers' desire and capability . 

Taking the actual cases of equal sharing of family property by the 
informants, it is reported that the married informants received only the gifts 
and assets including livestock, utensils , ornaments etc. during their marriage 
from their parents and which were taken by them in husbands' houses after 
marriage . And those who are yet to be married they also reported that 
they would get only the gifts and assets during their marriage. In cases of 
those parents who are having. the daughter only . . In such cases the 
unmarried daughter may get the share of family property depending on the 
desire of parents and if they look after their parents even after marriage . 
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7 .1.3 Aspects of Financial contribution 
Indeed , the extent of monetary contribution usually made by the informants 

·to their families is another query in view to know that how far the women . 
normally provide the financial support to their families and thus play 
important role to supplement the income of the family . This is presented in 
Table 89, which also gives the extent of such contribution. 

Table : 89 Informants' financial contribution to family 
(P ercentage distribution) 

Type of contribution 
Bhutia- Lepcha 

No contribution 13.0 
Half of my income 23.2 

Maximum amount of income 4.4 
Entire amount of income 14.5 
Three..:.fourth of income 2.9 

Rs. 200/- to 300/- 8.7 
Rs. 500/- 2.9 

Rs.600/- to 7001- 1.4 
60% to 70% 5.8 
70% to 80% 1.4 

Almost entire amount 1.4 
Rs. 1 000/- to 1500/- 4.4 

Rs. 3000/- 1.4 
Yes make contribution according 7.3 to capability· 

Some amount 7.3 
Total 100.0 

Note: Bhutta-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

Community 
Nepalese Total 

23.4 17.2 
25.5 24.1 
4.2 4.3 
6.4 11.2 
2.1 2.6 
4.2 6.9 
- 1.7 
- 0.9 
- 3.4 
- 0.9 

6.4 3.5 
2.1 3.4 
- 0.9 

- 4.3 

25.5 14.7 
100.0 100.0 

From Table 89 it is clear that majority of them (82.8 per cent) contribute 
portion of their income to their family. And 17.2 per cent of them (who are ' 
unmarried mainly) do not make any financial contribution to their family , in 
which percentage of informants among the Nepalese has been more (23.4 
per cent) than that of Bhutia-Lepchas (13.0 per cent). It attributes to the fact 
that the women make financial contribution to their family, and thus help 
their husbands/parents and kin of their families ; 

7 .1.4 Keeping of earning for self expenses 
It is seen in Table 90 that majority of the informants normally contribute 
financially to their families So it may be relevant also to have a grasp over 
the extent of keeping the amount of income by the informants for .their 
own expenses. In this context, it is clear from Table 90 that majority 
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Table: 90 Amount (Rs.) normally kept by informants 
for own personal expenses 

ercenta~e 1stnbutton) (P d" . 

Amount ( Rs.) 
Community ' 

Bhutia - Lepcha Nepalese [fetal 
Used to take from family fund as ' 

4.4 - ~ 2.6 per requirement 
*Parents/husbands/elder sister used ' 

to provide as per requirement 14.5 21.3 1 17.2 

Nothing normally keep 7.2 2.1 :5.2 
Unmarried son gives 1.4 - 0.9 

Personal expenses are restricted 4.4 - '2.6 to very minimum 
Rs. 1000/- to Rs. 2000/- 20.3 2.1 '12.9 

Rs. 500/- to Rs. 750/- 2.9 4.2 3.4 
Rs. 300/- to Rs. 450/- 10.1 8.5 9.5 
Rs.1 00/- to Rs.250/- 21.7 19.1 20.7 

Some amount 8.7 17.0 ! 12.1 
Entire amount 4.4 2.1 3.5 

One third of income - 4.4 1.7 
50% of income - 19.2 7.8 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Note: 1. Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 

2. * As the woman respondent normally gives her earning to parents/husband/elder sister :etc. 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

of the informants (74.1 per cent) normally keep portion of their income for 
I 

their personal expenses. This has been 72.5 per cent among Bhutia~Lepchas 
and 76.6 per cent among Nepalese. 

1 

On the contrary, 20.7 per cent of them normally do not keep an~ amount 
for such purposes, while used to give their earnings to the 
parents/husbands/elder sister/unmarried son or keep it in family fund. 
Therefore, they used to take money from their husbands/parents/other kin or 
family fund etc. as per their requirement. Similar trends are di~cernable 
among the informants belonging to botry the communities . Indeed,! 5.2 per 
cent ( 7.2 per cent Bhutia-Lepcha and 2.1 Nepalese) do not normally keep 
any amount for their personal expenses while spend entire amount of 
earnings for the family . / 

I 

7 .1.5 Possession of Bank account 
In fact, possession of bank account , type of account possessed and 
savings by women have been crucial in view to have their access to credit 
and savings in present day society. These are analyzed in Tables 91 to 92. 



Role, Status and Empowerment of Sikldmese Women /165 

Table 91 Possession of _Bank account by informants 

Community Yes No 
Bhutia- Lepcha 50.7 49.3 

Nepalese 61.7 38.3 
Total 55.2 44.8 

Note: Bhut~a-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(P ta d" trib f ) ercen tge · IS U lOll 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Taking the possession of Bank Account by women, Table 91 substantiates 
that 55.2 per cent of the informants is having their own Bank Account . 
Community-wise variation in this regard indicates that such possession of 
bank account has been more among the Nepalese ( 61.7 per cent) as 
compared to Bhutia-Lepchas ( 50.7 per cent) . 

Even then, 48.3 per cent of the informants do not have any Bank 
Account. 

7.1.6 

Table 

Type of Bank account possessed 

92 Type of Bank account possessed by informants 
(Percentage distribution) 

Type of Bank Account 
Community Single Joint with husband/ 

parent/brother 
Bhutia- Lepcha 65.7 34.3 

Nepalese 55.2 41.4 
Total 60.9 37.5 

Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 35 ; Nepalese N=29 ; Total N= 64 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

Both single and 
joint with husband 

-
3.4 
1.6 

Total 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Taking the type of Bank Account the informants are having , Table 92 in 
this context shows that 60.9 per cent have single account i.e. on their name 
only. While 37.5 per cent are having joint account either with husband or 
parent. Only 1.6 per cent are having both the single and joint account . 
Interestingly , the percentage of informants having single account in bank 
has been more (65.7 per cent) among Bhutia-Lepchas than that of Nepalese 
(55.2 per cent ) . 

7.1.7 · Savings 

Table 93 Savings normally made by informants 

Community Yes No 
Bhutia- Lepcha 60.9 39.1 

Nepalese 68.1 31.9 
Total 63.8 36.2 

Note: Bhutla-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

(P t d" tr"b f ) ercen age lS l U lOll 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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In case of savings normally made by the informants, it is clear from Table 
93 that 63.8 per cent used to make savings from their income either in 
Bank , LIC, GPF or home. It substantiates that the women are having the 
vital access to bank account, credit and savings . 

7.2 Role and Status u~ the Fam61y 
Family is a primary social group . The joint family system vis-a-vis large 
family size had has been prevailed in Sikkim like other states of India . It is 
also obvious that more the size of the family , more involvement of women 
in performing the huge household chores , in turn the burden resulting into 
the backwardness of women and that also impede their progress in the 
society. Moreover, the women in the family used to be under the guidance 
and domination of men members of a family since time immemorial . The 
women were not the part of the decision-making and even there had been 
hardly any consultation with women in decision making process of the 
family in the patriarchal society . So, the questions which were asked for 
the purpose are mainly concerned with the number of children the family 
should have , preferred size of the family , preference to have girl child , 
extent of participation of women in family's decision -making process, 
including their feeling regarding discrimination in between men and women in 
the family vis-a-vis society , etc. All these questions were directed · to find 
out what the informants feel about and to ascertain the thinking of 
informants towards these empowerment issues in the family. This has been 
cited in the following tables. 

7 .2.1 Composition of family 
In fact, the number of children in a family and the size of family have 
been very important because women normally perform huge task of looking 
after the children as well as other household activities. Taking this into 
consideration an attempt also has been made to know the inclination of 
women towards having the number of children in a family and the size of 
family. 

Table : 94 Opinion about number of children the family should have 
(Percentage distribution) 

Number of children Community 
Bhutia- Lepcha 

1 7.2 
2 50.7 

1 - 2 7.2 
2 - 3 14.6 

3 10.1 
3 - 4 2.9 

4 7.2 
No comment -

Total 100.0 
Note: Bhutta-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

Nepalese Total 
2.1 5.2 

63.8 56.0 
6.4 6.9 
8.5 12.1 
14.9 12.1 

- 1.7 
- 4.3 

4.2 1.7 
100.0 100.0 
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It is Clear from Table 94 that 68.1 · per cent of. the· informants. opined that a 
family· should have I to 2 number of children. Such trend .has been 

. comparatively more among the Nepalese (72.3 per cent) than that of Bhutia-
Lepchas (65.1 per cent) . · · 

Besides, 12.1 per cent viewed that a family should have 2 - 3 children in. 
which the . percentage . among Bhutia-Lepchas being 14.6 per cent· as 
compared to 8.5 per cent among Nepalese . Apart from these , 18.1 per 
cent opined that a family should have 3 - 4 children (Bhutia-lepchas 20.2 . 
per cent and· Nepalese 14.9 per cent). 

Indeed, the married informants who are having more than 2 children in · 
actual cases, they reported that 'due to having desire to get son' ; 'due to. 
wish of husband for daughter even after having two sons'·; · due to birth of 
child by .chance though not desired ; 'both husband and wife's ·decision 
together to have children more than two' ; ' no specific reason but on the 
way of spending normal conjugal life i.e. without any thinking about th~ 

number of child to be born' ; etc. were the main reasons behind having· 
more than 2 children . 

Table : 95 Opinion about convenient size of the family 
(Percent~e distribution 

Number of members Communi!Y 
Bhutia-Lepcha 

3 4.4 
3-4 1.4 

4 52.2 
4-5 1.4 

5 23.2 
5-6 -

6 11.6 
6-7 -

7 4.4 
. 7-8 1.4 
Total 100.0 

Note : Bhutta-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

NeQ.alese 
2.1 
4.2 
31.9 
17.0 
19.2 
10.7 
12.8 
2.1 
-
-

100.0 

Total· 
3.4 
2.6 

44.0 
. 7.7 
21.5. 
4.3 
12.1 
0.9 
2.6 
0.9 .. 

100.0 
.. 

: 

As regards to convenient size of the family, . the half of the informants 
(50.0 per cent) opined. that the convenient size of the family has been 3 to. 
4 members in a family. Such trend has been more among the Bhutia
Lepchas (58.0 per cent) as compared to Nepalese (38.2 per cent). 

Besides, 7. 7 per cent have viewed it in between 4 to 5 , in which 
percentage is comparatively more among Nepalese ( 17.0 per cent) than 
Bhutia-Lepchas (1.4 per cent) . Moreover, 21.5 per cent (Bhutia-Lepchas 23.2 
pert cent and Nepalese 19.2 per cent) opined that the convenient size · of. 
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a family is 5 . On the whole 16.5 per cent have the opinion in this ·regard 
being 6 and above (Bhutia-Lepchas 17.4 pert cent and Nepalese 14.9 per 
cent), as shown Table 95. 

7 .2.2 Participation in Decision-making 
In the preceding discussion, the elaboration is done in relation to the 
access and participation of women in decision-making of the family. 

7 .2.2.1 Access to Decision -making 
In case of participation of women in decision-making in relation to 
purchasing any items on the basis of own decision of the informants, 

Table : 96 Purchasing of items on the basis of own decision 
or guided by husband/parents 

ercentage tstri utiOn) (P d" "b . 

Aspect "Bhutia- Lepcha 
Own decision 42.0 

Guided by husband/parents/mother- 53.7· in-law/father -in-law/ brother/sister 
Sometimes consult with husband 1.5 
Purchasing done on the basis of 2.8 mutual understanding 
Own decision and consultation with -husband both 

Total 100.0 
Note: Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005, 

Nepalese Total 
44.7 43.1 

46.8 50.9 

4.2 2.6 

- 1.7 

4.2 1.7 

100.0 100.0 

Table 96 delineates ·that 43.1 per cent used to purchase on their own 
decision . Community-wise , this has been 42.0 pert cent among the Bhutia
Lepchas and 44.7 per cent among the Nepalese. Besides, 6.0 per cent of 
them (Bhutia-Lepchas 4.3 pert cent and Nepalese 8.4 per cent) reported that 
they either sometimes consult with husband in such purchasing or on the 
basis of mutual understanding with husband or own decision as well as 
consultation with husband both. 

On the whole , it may be said that there has been good percentage of 
women who used to incur expenditure for purchasing on their own decision. 
This might have been possible as they are gainfully employed . This was· 
not so in the past with some exception like women being the head of the 
family due to death of husband/ divorce/separated etc. 

While more than half of the informants (50.9 per cent) are guided by 
husbands/parents/mother-in-law/father-in-law. This is discernible more in case 
of among the Bhutia-lepchas (53. 7 per cent) as compared to Nepalese 
(46.8 per cent) . It substantiates that even after gainfully employed· and 
earning a substantial percentage are guided by parents//husbands/father-in
law/brother etc. 
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Opinion about women should be consulted 
in family's financial matter 

ercenta~e 1stn utton) (P d" "b . 
Community Opinion 

Yes No 
Bhutia- Lepcha 95.7 4.3 

Nepalese 97.9 2.1 
Total 96.6 3.4 

Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Table 97 indicates that majority of the informants ( 96.6 per cent) opined 
favourably that . women should be consulted in family's financial matters. 
Similar trend is visible among both the Bhutia-Lepchas and the Nepalese 
communities. It attributes that the women are more aware and confident 
about their importance in the family's financial decision making process . 

While a nominal 3.4 per cent did not favour in this regard. It articulates to 
the fact that there has been also women who are guided by their traditional 
experience and feeling . that the woman does not have any role in the 
financial decision making process of the family . 

In case of actual happenings of such consultation done with women , the 
following comments of the informants may be the better revealing fact in 
this regard. 

i. Indeed, experienced no consultation done with the women in 
family's financial matter/decision. 

ii. In absolute major cases such consultation with woman done by 
male member of the family . 

iii. The decision in family's financial matter taken by both the. man 
and woman together . 

iv. Decision in family's financial matter taken by woman herself 
being head of the family after the death of husband/divorce/ 
separated from husband/living separately due to husband's job in 
other places. 

Table 98 Opinion about women should be consulted in children's 
education , marriage and. other family matters 

Community Opinion 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 97.1 2.9 
Nepalese 97.9 2.1 

Total 97.4 2.6 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source: Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(Percentage distribution) 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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Majority of the informants (97.4 per cent) have favoured that the women 
should be consulted in cases of children's education, marriage and other 
family matters . Similar trend has been discernable both among Bhutia
Lepchas and Nepalese communities. Though a nominal 2.6 per cent of them 
also opined that they do not favour in this regard (Table 98). 

Table : 99 Women were consulted in children's education , 
marriage , other family matters in actual cases 

(Percentage distribution 
Community Whether consulted 

Yes No 
Bhutia- lepcha 46.4 37.7 

Nepalese 68.1 27.7 
Total 55.2 33.6 

Note: Bhutm-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

No comment Total 
15.9 100.0 
4.2 100.0 
11.2 100.0 

Taking the cases of consultation actually done with women in the 
informants' families, it is clear from Table 99 that such consultation among 
55.2 per cent had been. done in cases of children's education , marriage and 
other family matters. Taking the community-wise variation, such consultation 
with women had been higher among Nepalese (68. 1 per cent) as compared 
to Bhutia-Lepchas (46.4 per cent) . 

On the contrary, 33.6 per cent reported that in no such cases the 
consultation with women was taken place in their families. Such cases had 
been more among the Bhutia-Lepchas (37. 7 per cent) than that of Nepalese 
(27. 7 per cent) . Besides, a considerable 11.2 per cent of them as a whole 
did not make any comment on this aspect. 

Table : 100 Opinion about women should be given due importance 
equally with men in family's decision making 

Community Opinion 
Yes 

Bhutia -Lepcha 98.6 
Nepalese 100.0 

Total 99.1 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source: Field survey, 2002-2005. 

No 
1.4 
-

0.9 

(Percentage distribution) 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Interestingly, almost all (99.1 per cent) agreed and favoured that the women 
should be given due importance equally with men in the family's decision 
making process (Table 1 00) . It articulates to the fact that they are much 
aware about their importance and position in the soci~ty. 
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7 .2.3 Attitu~.e towards· giri child 
In fact; t;ittitude towards girl child has been very important taking. the conteXt. 
of empowemient issues of women . in the societY.. It has been th.e f~ct the. 
parents usually do not desire to have girl child taking the instances · in ·. 
other parts of the country. Therefore, it may be more comprehensible to 
have the · idea of the women informants · regarding their preferen·ce towards 
having the girl child in a family . This has been cited in Table 101. 

Table : 101 Opinion about one should have at least 
one girl child/desire to have girl child 

· (Percentage distribution) 
Community Opinion 

·.Yes No Both Total 
Bhutia- Lepcha . 62.3 13.0 24.7 100.0 

Nepalese 72.3 4.2 23.4 100.0 
Total 66.4 9.5 24.1 100.0 

Note : Bhutm-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

In case of preference of having at least one girl child in a family, it .is 
clear. from Table 101 that 66.4 per cent opined instantly 'yes' i.e. desired 
that a family should have at least one girl . child . Community-wise variation 
in this regard shows that such preference has been more among the 
Nepalese (72.3 per cent) as compared to Bhutia-Lepchas ( 62.3 per cent). · · 

While, 24.1 per cent of them opined that they desire both. i.e. boys · and· girl 
child together. Interestingly, 9.5 per cent. of them opined 'no' i.e. that they 
do not favour that a family should have at least a girl child (Table 106). 

Those who are in favour of ·at · ieast one girl child in a family , · all . of them · 
stressed that there is no difference in between the girls and boys. Besides, 
they also emphasized . that · the girls are good friend to parents and help 
them always but the boys are not like in this regard. 

7 .2.4 Discll'imination in betwesn. boys allld girRs I men and women 
On the whole, the informants who affirmed the existence of discrimination . 
between men and women have delineated several points in this regard· , 
which has been summarized ·below : 

i) 

ii) 

In major cases the parents have the feeling that the girl child would 
have to leave their parents after marriage . While the ·boys would 
normally remain always with them along with continue and maintain 
the tradition and generation of their parental · families . Thereby the 
parents used to behave accordingly which would certainly have the 
mark of discrimination in between daughters and sons. 
Traditionally men vis-a-vis sons of the families . used to get the equal 
share of the family property as per rules. of inheritance that persist · in 
the society . While the. women vis-a-vis daughter normally do not have 
the property .right and normally get gifts and assets . only during 
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marriage which are used to be given by their parents/brothers as per 
their desire and capability . 

Iii) Consumption of liquor by men is allowed and acceptable in the 
society , but if a woman consumes it then the society does not 
accept or allow it . 

iv) Free m1x1ng in between boys and girls has been common and 
acceptable in their society . Thereby , it is the common cases that 
the boys and girls used to be fallen in love affairs each to other 
and which in turn yield into the pre-marital sex and pregnancy 
among the girls. In such cases the concern boys may marry or reject 
the girl for marrying. Under such denial to marry, the girl has to face 
lot of difficulties including social humiliation in the society while the 
boys normally do not face any difficulty. 

v) Whenever any unmarried girl used to become pregnant due to 
premarital sex and the boy/man responsible also for such 
pregnancy do not marry her , then it used to be very difficult to get 
that girl married through marriage of arrangement/ negotiation. While, it 
used to be very compulsion of that girl to marry a very poor boy/man in 
the society . On the whole it used to create lot of social difficulties 
for arranging marriage for that girl. While the boys/man even being 
also equally responsible for such happening do not face any difficulty 
and can marry any girl/woman . 

vi. Women/girls are restricted to visit/move any place which has not been 
so in cases of boys/men . 

vii. If a woman marry more than one (due to husband's death or being 
rejected by the husband/divorce etc.) which is not socially acceptable 
as well as create social uttering/slander against that woman in the 
Nepalese society. But this is not so while man can marry easily and 
that too is socially acceptable. 

viii. Spending of night alone by girl/woman in a house other than 
parents' house or without taking prior permission from parents even 
staying in relatives'/friend's houses at night , or returning home late 
night ultimately create lot of social uttering/slander/ scolding for that 
girl/woman in the society. This does not happen in case of boys/men. 

ix. There is a trend in the society among the parents that if the 
income of daughter is accepted and utilized by them , then they may 
not get the berth in heaven after death. 

x. More education including higher education is required for women and 
are to be given enough scope for education to women. If they are 
educated then they can become equal to men. But in reality the men 
are getting more scope in education than that of women. It should not 
be there. There should be equal opportunity for the education of both 
men and women. 

xi. Even today every parents are greatly desired to have at least one 
son for the inheritance of the family property , family tradition and family 
name in the society. 

xii. In both the Bhutia-Lepcha and Nepalese society the family 
property is normally inherited by male child only while the 
female child does not have any right to family property. 

xiii. There is no discrimination in between men and women and both 
are equal in the society. 
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xiv. Women are always restricted to move on their own in both the 
parents' houses and also even after marriage in father- in-laws' 
houses, though there is free mixing in between male and 
female in the society. 

xv. Parents remain more in anxiety for their girl child than boys. 
xvi. Practically some discriminations in between men and women still 

persist in the present day society in which the men are always 
favoured than women. 

xvii. If a woman left her husband and marry another man then she used 
to be calumniated by the society while this is not so in case 
done by man. 

xviii. Till now the girl child in reality is neglected than boys . 
xix. In our society the men are given the food to eat first and 

thereafter the women . But it would be more acceptable and 
desired that whoever comes first get food without such 
discriminative trend. 

xx. _ The men and women in the present day society are equal . That is 
why the women are also is required to be given the 
opportunity for training and painting in Thangka painting , which is 
prohibited for women. 

xxi. During Pujas and religious rituals the men used to get more 
preference and importance than the women. Which should not be 
like that and the women is also required to be treated equally. 

xxii. In case of selection of life mate the men -used to get more 
preference and advantage even first preference than that of 
women. 

xxiii. For any ill happenings in the family the women are used to be given 
more blame and treated responsible than that of men . 

xxiv. In Bhutia society when parents distribute yaks among the 
children the boys normally get more while girls get very few 
comparatively . 

xxv. In Bhutia-Lepcha society the parents used to prefer mainly boys for 
making them ' Lama' . 

7.3 Marriage and the Position of Women 
Marriage is an important social institution which leads to the formation of a 
universal primary group. It plays the vital role towards the establishment of 
primary social as well as physical relationship between a man and woman. 
Traditionally, the marriage among the Bhutia-Lepcha and the Nepalese 
communities are normally arranged and settled by the parents vis-a-vis 
elderly relatives in which the decision of father or elderly male members 
had has been final, and the prospective bride i.e. woman does not have 
~my final say in choosing her life partner. And it is so happened that the 
final decision has been usually imposed upon the prospective bride i.e. 
woman. 

In fact, the specific age for marriage of a woman is also another query i_n 
view of knowing the preference of women whether towards early age 
marriage or not i.e. their preference of specific age for marriage of women. 
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Because there are considerable cases of early age marriage either due to 
love marriage or through elopement as well as may be due to parent's 
decision for this or that reason in Sikkim. 

Apart from this , it has been also imp~rtant to know the attitude vis-8-vis 
expectation of women as regards to the final selection of life partner for 
marriage by women . Therefore informants were also asked in this regard 
and their responses are depicted in the following tables . 

7 .3. 1 Age at marriage and type of marriage 

Table : 102 Informants' opinion about minimum age for marriage of women 

Age (in years) Community 
Bhutia- Lepcha Nepalese 

16-19 18.8 8.5 
20-22 27.5 46.8 
23-24 4.4 10.6 
25-26 36.2 27.7 
28-30 11.6 6.4 

Above 30 1.4 -
Total 100.0 100.0 

Note: Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(P ta d" trib ti ) ercen tge IS u on 

Total 
14.7 
35.3 
6.9 
32.7 
9.5 
0.9 

100.0 

Table 102 indicates that majority of the informants (85.3 per cent) opined 
that the minimum age for marriage of a woman should be 20 years and 
above, and their such opinion range from 20 years to above 30 years . 
According to community, such trend is comparatively more among the 
Nepalese (91.5 per cent) than the Bhutia-Lepchas (81.2 per cent) . 

It substantiates that majority of them are quite aware and conscious about 
. the suitable age for marriage of woman and do not prefer/favour early 
age/child marriage . Their such attitude no doubt may influence positively 
in this regard. But at the same time 14.7 per cent of them also opined that 
the minimum age for woman's marriage have been below 20 years and that 
range in between 16 years to 19 years. Such trend has been higher 
among the Bhutia-Lepchas (18.8 per cent) than that of Nepalese (8.5 per 
cent). 

It is the fact that Traditionally, the marriage among the Bhutia-Lepcha and 
the Nepalese communities are normally arranged and settled by the parents 
vis-a-vis elderly relatives in which the decision of father . or elderly male 
members had has been final, and the prospective bride i.e. woman did not 
have any final say in choosing her life partner. In this context, 
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Table:· 103 ·Women should have final say in choosing life mate 
(P d" "b ercenta11;e. tstn ution) 

·Community Opinion 
Yes No Total 

Bhutia- Lepcha 84.1 15.9 100.0 
Nepalese 91.5 8.5 100.0 

Total 87.1 12.9 100.0 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . · 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. · 

Table 103 · indicates preference vis-a-vis opinion towards the decisive role· to ·. 
be taken by women in choosing life mate . It gives that majority (87 .1 per 
cent) opined and favoured that the women should have final say i.e. take 
final decision in choosing their life mate . Similar· trend though visible among· 
both the communities but the percentage having such trend is more among 

. Nepalese ( 91.5 per cent) than the Bhutia-Lepchas (84.1 per· cent). 

Besides, 18.3 per cent on the contrary . opined that they do not agree/favour 
that women should have such final say in choosing their life partner (Table. 
1 08) . It indicates that . even there has been some women who are still 
guided by the traditional ways . 

7 .3.2 Marriage payment 
In fact , the prevalence . of dowry and its increase demand in the society 
overwhelmingly derogate the position of women in the society and which 

· also the ·result of ongoing torture, murder related to dowry against women , 
detection of female fetus and consequent abortion etc. are notable features in 
various· states at national level. In case of Sikkim , as there is no hard and· 
fast dowry while ·maintained as a token only without cash and · kind even 
among Hindu Nepalese like other areas of the country and while among the 
Bhutias and Lepchas the token bride-price is prevalent, the Sikkimese . 
women never experience such incidences . Traditionally there has been n6 
discrimination against the girl child in Sikkimese society .. In Sikkim , the girls . 
and boys a·re given equal status in the family and no cases of female 
foeticide and dowry death have been· reported. All these may be the 
reason behind the lack of incidences of crime against women 
in Sikkim . 

In this context , an · attempt also has been made to find the attitude of 
women towards the necessity . of ·such marriage payments . This is ~ected 
in Table 104. 
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Table: 104 Opinion of women towards the necessity of marriage payments 

Community Opinion 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 4.3 95.7 
Nepalese - 100.0 

Total 2.6 97.4 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(Percenta~e distribution 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

It is apparent from Table 1 09 that nearly cent per cent i.e. 97.4 per cent 
opined that any sort of marriage payment i.e. bride price or dowry they 
do not feel necessary during marriage. Taking the community-wise , cent per 
cent of the Nepalese informants are not in favour of dowry. While among 
the Bhuia-Lepcha women informants though nearly cent per cent of them 
are not in favour of bride price . Even then a very nominal 4.3 per cent of 
them feel that marriage payment like bride price as necessary during 
marriage . 

7.4 State of Education 
Education is the prime indicator of the modern impact on women and also 
prime determinant of change in the position of women in the society. 
Besides , education influences the direction of behaviour and action of an 
individual and then in turn influence the role and status of that person. 
Therefore, the necessity of education and educational aspirations are part 
and parcel of popular hopes for assured career and future for women and 
the children. Educational aspirations are significantly affected by the 
educational situation in the family. So the perception of women towards the 
necessity of education, their educational aspirations and educational 
aspirations for their children would in turn ultimately affect the educability of 
the children. 

We have seen in earlier chapter that there exists a considerable inter
generational difference in the educational achievement of the informants . 
The 68.0 per cent of informants' fathers and 87.1 per cent of their mother are 
either illiterate or marginally literate with ability to sign their names only and 
read in the mother tongue , as compared to only 7.8 per cent of the 
informants in this regard. Therefore , it was obvious to know the perception 
of informants towards necessity of education along with their educational 
aspiration level with a view to examine the attitude of informants towards 
education which has been very important for enhancing the status of women 
vis-a-vis their empowerment in the society . In order to examine in this 
regard the informants were asked regarding their thinking about the 
necessity of education , their educational aspirations for self and children 
including the influence of parents towards continuity of education they 
experienced during their educational career. The response to these 
questions have been analyzed in the following tables . 



Role, Status and Empowerment of Sikkimese Women /177 

7 .4.1 Necessaty for women education 
The opinion regarding the necessity of education for women has been 
given in Table 105. 

Table : 105 Education for women is necessary 

Community Opinion 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 98.6 1.4 
Nepalese 97.9 2.1 

Total 99.1 0.9 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

(P ercentage Jstn ution d" "b . ) 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Almost cent per cent of the informants not only affirmed the necessity of 
education for women but also have shown their awareness of the necessity 
and importance of education for women s' development (Table 105). A very 
negligible 0.9 per cent felt education is not necessary for women as per 
their experiences . Such informants believe marriage is obvious for women 
and thereby their first duty has been to cook for the family and performing 
household chores mainly. And they also expressed that the job· prospects 
for educated women is very little while handicraft work has been sufficient 
for them to earn . But at the same time they agreed that the education is 
necessary for future generation . Therefore , on the whole it may be said 
that almost all of them agreed that there has been the necessity of 
education for women. 

They asserted the necessity of education for women as must because of 
several reasons like : 

i) Education for future generation of women is necessary though there 
is very little scopes for government jobs for women ; 

ii) Educated women can get better jobs in various sectors both 
government and non-government jobs ; 

iii) Can read news paper and teach others including children; 
iv) For movement from one place to another for visiting places and/or 

for works education for women is must , so that she can not face 
any problem, even faced can solve the problem. As a whole, an 
educated woman can face efficiently any situation in the society ; 

v) In case of marriage, the women must have education to teach her 
children, family , others properly and uneducated women used to be 
dominated by members in father-in-law's house ; 

vi) Education helps the wome£l to earn gre~t respect , honour and 
higher status in her own family, ~usbanQ:$ fan)ily, in neighbourhood 
and society ; · 

vii) Being uneducated women have. to ftl\~ many problems in life . S,a 
women should have education ; 
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. viii) By utilizing education, women also can earn money py doing job and 
teaching others. Thereby , she is not to be dependent on others while 
can be financially independent ; 

ix) Education helps the women to become self-reliant and can 
participate in any conversation . in relation with knowledge and 
experience. They can transmit their knowledge and educate others 
and thus can improve the educational standard in the society ; 

x) Education of women can bring prosperity in their families and can look 
after family in a better way ; Women's education help to get gainful job · 
and make them conversant and confident in work ; 

xi) Education make women better understanding her surroundings , society , 
and can know the development and have other knowledge about the 
nation and world. Thereby, none can misguide educated women ; 

xii) Educated women can do the business in a more better way towards 
prosperity than that of an uneducated. women and even also better 
than men; 

xiii) Felt that without education no one can live · in such a modern and 
competitive society ; 

xiv) Education is essential in day to day life and it also helps to 
achieve better life for women ; 

xv) On the whole education makes the women able to read , write and 
learn many things in the society ; 

xvi) Education is an instrument to lift the women from their socio
economic backwardness . It instill power that make women confident 
to fight social injustice against women that prevails in the societY ; 

xvii) Education makes the women equally in position with men in the 
society; Educated women can do gainful works and business and 
thus can become equal to her husband ; etc. 

· 7.4.2 Educational Aspiration 
Indeed, educational aspirations are part and parcel of popular hopes for 
an assured future . Besides, educational ~spiration vis-a-vis achievement 
also greatly enhances educational aspirations for her children . Thus it has 
been important which in turn bring about the development of education vis
a-vis society . So, an attempt has been made to delineate the educational 
aspirations of the informants for their own as well as their children . 

Table : 106 Aspiration to get more education 

. Community Whether aspired 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 69.6 30.4 
Nepalese 42.6 57.4 

Total 58.6 41.4 
Note : Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(P ta d" tr"b f ) ercen 1ge IS I U lOll 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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Educational aspiration according to community is presented in Table 106. It 
depicts that 58.6 per cent have reported their aspiration and interest to get 
more education. At the same time 41.4 per cent have reported about their 
lack of interest due to old age, getting no time, family problems and also 
due to having very low educational level . Community-wise , greater 
percentage of the informants among Bhutia-Lepcha community (69.6 per 
cent) have aspired to get more education as compared to informants 
belonging to Nepalese community ( 58.6 per cent) . 

In fact, the informants have cited several interesting points in relation with 
their aspiration to get more education, like : 

i) Repented as she could not continue education, while at present. 
have the desire to go for education further ; 

ii) Aspired greatly to get higher education as because her parents 
compelled her to discontinue her education when she was in 
class ix; 

iii) Aspired now because during childhood her education was 
discontinued by parents while made her more devoted to look after 
her small brothers and sisters and to assist mother in preparing 
food and other household works too ; 

iv) Due to having number of younger brothers and sisters and 
monetary problems could not continue while looking after them 
and resultantly could not attend school ; 

v) Parents being daily labour-cum-porter could not afford . her 
education, while parents insisted her to do the labour work for 
earning, but she was not prepared to do . so. While after passing W-' 
class she joined handicraft training and now earning . (In this case 
the handicraft training made her able to earn as well as not to 
follow her parents' occupation as daily labour) ; 

vi) She could not continue education due to poor economic condition 
of her parents though desired to get more education ; 

vii) Really aspired to get further education now if get. chance to do so ; 
viii) Could not go further after primary education due to non-availability 

of school in the locality ; 
ix) Failed in class examination and left the school, but now realized 

the necessity of education and feel. shame for leaving school so 
early after failure. That is why now have aspiration to go for further 
education; 

x) While in class V , due to serious illness of father she had to be 
engaged to look after father , and resultantly could not continue 
while dropped herself from schooling finally . But now she aspire to 
continue education ; 

xi) Facing monetary problems to look after family though having 
aspiration ; 

xii) Due to non-availability of schools in the locality or nearby village 
during childhood resulted into not attehding school ; 
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xiii) Have the aspiration to complete matriculation and thereafter 
graduation , and after completing would seek government jobs in 
GICI and at the same time would do business of carpet production 
and selling . 

Indeed, the informants who reported that they do not have aspiration to go 
through further education , but are having inert aspiration to continue for 
higher education from the level where they left , though they are not in ·a · 
position due to age factor, service condition, demand for performing 
household chores and vis-a-vis situation , looking after families etc. And 
those who aspired positively in this regard , asserted that they are having 
strong desire towards getting further and higher education if · they get 
chance to do so. All these articulates to the fact that such aspiration of 
women towards higher education in turn obviously motivate their children for 
continuity of education towards higher level . 

7 .4.3 Edu«:ationa! aspiration for boys and girls 
It may be the fact that the positive attitude towards the necessity of 
education and educational aspiration in turn would affect the aspiration 
level for the boys and girls. This has been reflected in Tables 107 and 
108. 

Table 107 shows the aspired level of education for boys. It indicates that 
more than half the informants among both the communities though did 
not specify the level, but have aspired higher level of education depending 
on the interest , desire and aptitude of boys . Besides , 40.5 per cent 
(Bhutia-Lepcha 39.1 per cent and Nepalese 42.5 per cent) have aspired the 

Table: 107 Level of education aspired by women for boys 
(Percentage distribution) 

Aspired level of education Community 
Bhutia-Lepcha N~alese Total 

Religious Study 2.9 - 1.7 
School Final 4.4 6.4 5.2. 

Higher Secondary 2.9 - 1.7 
Graduate degree 15.9 19.2 17.2 

Graduate degree in medical/engineering 5.8 14.9 9.5 science 
Graduate with B.Ed. 1.4 2.1 1.7 

Higher studies more than post-Qraduate 4.4 2.1 3.4 
Higher level depending on the desire 50.7 51.1 50.9 and aptitude of boys 

Master degree 11.6 2.1 7.8 
Ph.D. - 2.1 0.9 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

N.ote: Bhutta-:W:pcha N.= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N~ 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. · 
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level of gradu~te · and · ·above including higher . studies more than post-
. graduate . Interestingly, 2.9 per cent among. theni also have. aspired religious 
study for their boys (Table 1 07). 

Table 108 depicts the aspired level of education for girls. It indicates that 
47.4 per cent ( Bhutia-Lepcha 47.8 per cent and Nepalese 46~8 per cent) 
though did not specifY the level, but have aspired higher level of education 
depending on the interest , desire and aptitude of boys. · 

Table : 108 Level of education aspired by women for girls 

· Aspired level of education 

School Final 
· Higher Secondary 

Graduate degree 
. Graduate degree in medical/engineering 

science/other technical 
Master degree 

M.A. B.Ed. 
Higher studies more than post-graduate 

Higher level depending on the· desire and 
aptitude of boys 

Total 
Note: Bhutm-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

Bhutia-
Lepcha 

8.7 
4.4 
18.8 

5.8 

.. 8.7 
2.9 . 
2.9 

47.8 

100.0 

(Percentage distribution) 
Community· 

Nepalese Total 

4.2 6.9 
. 2.1 3.4 
21.3 19.8 

19.2 11.2 

6.4 7.8 
- 1,7 
- 1.7 

46.8 47.4 

100.0 100.0 

Similarly , 40.5 per cent ( Bhutia-Lepcha 39.1 per cent and Nepalese 46.9 per · 
. cent) have aspired the level of graduate and above including higher studies 
more than post-graduate. · 

Taking the variation in percentages of aspired level of education in between 
boys and girls , it may be seen from both the Tables that 10.3 per cent 
have asserted the level of education as secondary/higher secondary for gi~ls .. 
-While this · has been 6.9 per cent for boys . · Moreover , 52.6 per cent of them 
have aspired the specific level of education for girls. While this has been 
49.1 per cent in case of boys . Moreover , 2.9 -per cent also have aspired 
religious study for their boys but nobody for girls, because such scope ·for 
girls is not available. The profession of lama no doubt is lucrative . with 
high social status for boys· apart from maintenance of tradition . On the 
whole it may be said that both the Tables highlight that majority of_ therft .
among both the communities have aspired higher level of education for . th'eir 
boys and girls together. 

Therefore, it can be said that though the greater part of. the informants are 
having either at primary or middle school level · followed by school 
final/higher secondary level and are from . families having either very ·low 



Role, Status and Empowerment of Sikkimese Women /182 

level education or illiterate as per parents' educational background , even 
. then they are having the aspiration of higher education for their children 
i.e. both for girls and boys . Moreover, the greater percentage of them 
have aspired to go for further education towards higher level from where 
they left. 

7 .1.4 Parents' influence behind girls'/ women's· education 
An attempt has been made to envisage that during the period of women's, 
education career whether their parents had influenced any . way towards the 
continuity of education and for higher education . This has been analyzed in 
Table 109. 

Table : 109 Whether the parents influenced during the 
. period of women.,s·· education 

(Percentage distribution) 
Community Whether influenced 

Yes No 
Bhutia-· Lep_cha 68.1 31.9 

Nepalese 74.5 25.5 
Total 70.7 29.3 

Note: Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Table 109 reflects that in major cases (70.7 per cent) the parents had 
influenced the informants' schooling i.e. education. But at the same time the 
rest 29.3 per cent reported that their parents did not influence any way in 
this regard. Community-wise , this is comparatively higher among Bhutia
Lepchas (31.9 per cent) than that of Nepalese ( 25.5 per cent). 

In fact, the informants who affirmed the influence of parents during 
informants' educational career either positively or negatively have narrated 
several points in this regard , which are summarized below : 

i) Parents ·used to motivate for continuing education towards higher 
level , but completed the educational level as per capability , 
interest etc. ; 

ii) Though encouraged by parents , but due to lack of interest and · 
failure in class examination dropped herself from schooling ; 

iii) Though encouraged by parents , but due to illness dropped 
herself from schooling ; 

iv) Though parents encouraged for continuing . education but to help 
mother in doing huge household chores and to look after 
brothers had to be dropped herself from schooling ; 

v) When promoted to class VI, to higher class etc. , the parents 
discouraged towards continuity of schooling for education due to 
not having school either in the village and/or in very . nearby 
villages and availability of school in distant village/town ; 
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vi) Parents discouraged towards continuity of schooling due to 
poverty as they were not in a position to afford financially ; 

vii) Due to illiteracy of the parents they did not ever encourage for 
continuing education ; 

viii) Had to be dropped from schooling due to getting marriage in 
early age; 

ix) Parents used to think that education for girls would not yield any 
benefit to them while it would be a· wastage and resultantly 
forced daughter not to attend school ; · 

x) Parents were always against daughters' education and never 
encouraged for continuity of education towards higher level; 

xi) Being eldest of six children of parents did not get any scope for 
education while had to be busy in performing huge household 
chores as well as to look after younger brothers and sisters ; 

Another aspect that though the parents initially got their girl child admitted 
in school located either in the village or in nearby village , but after few 
years that girl child had been dropped from schooling by them due· to the 
aforesaid reasons. 

7.5 Political Participation 
The political institution play a very important role in the organization and 
regulation of the human society . In Sikkim, traditionally the headman-ship ot 
the village were mainly male preserve specifically among the Bhutias in 
Lachen and Lachung areas and also Lepchas in Dzongu reserved areas. 
The women did have no right to take part in the election of headman. 
Besides, Mondal the vil!age headman in other villages excluding the reserved 
areas were also male preserve. But after 1975 with the abolition of Mondal 
systems and emergence of democratic Panchayat system the situation has 
been changed in Sikkim. Though initially in Panchayat election the male 
domination was persisted but gradually in course of time the participation · 
of women in Panchayat election has been increased . And now there has 
been good percentage of women (as already cited in earlier chapter) have 
been elected in the Panchayat in Sikkim. Moreover, the women aged 18 
years and above can cast their votes in Panchayat, Assembly and 
Parliament elections from time to time. Under such situation it has been so 
important to understand the interest and attitude of the respondents 
regarding the participation of women in politics , which would certainly 
strengthen the pace of progress and development of women in the state. 
Therefore, in view to assess the perception of informants as regards to the 
women s' involvement in politics they were asked whether they are having 
interest in politics and think that women should join the politics . The 
responses to these queries have been given in the following tables. 
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Indeed, importance of women's interest and ·their participation have also 
equally important for the development of the society. Taking this into 
consideration an attempt also has been made in this discussion to analyze 
the situation of women and politics in the society . 

Table : 110 Opinion about women should join politics 

Community Opinion 
Yes No DependinQ on 

Bhutia-Lepcha 58.0 33.3 8.7 
Nepalese 51.1 31.9 17.0 

Total 55.2 32.8 12.0 
Note : Bhut~a-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(Percentage distribution) 

interest Tofal 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Regarding joining to politics by women, Table 110 indicates that 55.2 per 
cent opined that the women should join to politics . Such favourable opinion· 
has been observed more among the Bhutia-Lepchas (58.0 per cent) as 
compared to Nepalese (51.1 per cent). Moreover, 12.0 per cent viewed it as 
depending on the interest of the women. 

They have such opinion due to feelings that the · politics can help the 
women to understand the socio-political situation of the region , it will help 
the women to bring about development and progress of women in the men 
dominated society , it certainly also will help them to fight all· sorts of 
social injustice against women in the society , women can become part 
and parcel ·of all round development of the society through politics, through 
politics women can earn higher status in the society , etc. 

On the contrary , . 32.8 . per cent opined that they do not favour that women 
should join to politics due to this or that reasons. 

Table : 111 Women1s· interest in politics 

Community 
Whether interested 

Yes No 
Bhutia-Lepcha 50.7 49.3 

Nepalese 36.2 63.8 
Total 44.8 55.2 

Note: Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source: Field survey, 2002-2005. 

(Percentage distribution) 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Indeed, the interest of women in politics has been crucial which ultimately 
affects the active or otherwise participation in the politics of the society. In 
this context, it is clear from Table 111 that 44.8 per cent of them have 
affirmed that they have interest in politics. Taking the community-wise 
variation in this . regard , higher percentage of respondents belon~ing to 
Bhutia-Lepcha community have the interest in politics (50. 7 per cent) as 
compared to Nepalese (36.2 per cent) . 
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Taking the positive interest in politics among 44.8per cent of women as 
is evident in Table 111, it may also be relevant to find out the·· extent of 
their participation in political activities. In this context, an attempt has been 
made in Table 112 to visualize the extent of their participation in political 
activities . 

Table : 112 Involvement in political activities like attending meeting /procession 
(Percentage distribution 

Community Whether involved . 
Yes No 

Bhutia-Lepcha 20.3 79.7 
Nepalese 31.9 68.1 

Total 25.0 75.0 
Note : · Bhutia-Lepcha N= 69 ; Nepalese N=47 ; Total N= 116 . 
Source: Field survey, 2002-2005. 

·Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Table 112 indicates that 25.0 per· cent are involved in political activities .. 
According to · community , percentage of · those who involved in poli~ical 

activities among Nepalese has been more (31.9 per cent) as compared to. 
Bhutia-Lepcha (20.3 per cent) . In case of those who are involved in political 
activities , they used to manage the time for doing so particularly a~er . 
finishing the household chores of the day apart· from managing . the time 
from work place. Among them, 4 (3 Bhutia-Lepcha and 1 Nepalese) are .the 
member of a Political Party namely Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF) 
including .one who is also the member of Lepcha Association . At the same 
time few of them also reported that either. their sister or mother and other 
women relatives are the active member of SDF Political Party in Sikkim. 

7 .~ Health Situation 
Considering the geographical conditions of rugged steep terrain, heavy .. 
rainfall which in turn the women have to directly bear the burnt of ali . 
climatic hazards ' along with heavy load of work in daily lives of women .in . 
the . state have serious implications for their health . This is · important 
because 45.7 per cent are in large family having six and above· number o{ 
family members . 

Table : 113 Facing of health problems by the worrien due to performar_~ce · 
of both household work and work in the job place regularly 

(Percentage distribution) · 

Community Whether facing health problem 
Yes No 

Bhutia- Lepcha 49.3. . 50.7 
Nepalese· 57.4 42.6 

Total 52.6 47.4 
Note : Bhutm-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N= 116 . 
Source : Field survey, 2002:.2005. 

Total 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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As the women in gainful employment normally have . to perform dual 
activities i.e. looking after the children and doing the other household duties 
along with performing substantial handicraft work in their work -place and or 
privately . Thereby, such women may have to face health hazards and 
strain in doing such dual activities in household and work place. Taking 
this into consideration, an attempt also has been made to visualize the 
experience of such women in this regard. In this context, Table 113 
substantiates that 52.6 per cent have confirmed their health problems · due 
to performing both the household work and the work in their job place 
regularly. Such suffering among Nepalese has been higher . (57 .4 per cent) 
than that of Bhutia-Lepchas (49.3 per cent). In fact, they have been suffering 
health problems like mainly weakness and anemia, headache and dizziness , 
problem in eye vis-a-vis vision, breathing trouble vis-a-vis asthma, stomach 
pain and digestive disorder, etc. While 47.4 per cent reported that they do not 
face any health problems in doing such dual job regularly. 

Indeed, the gap period between the birth of one to another child is also 
important taking the aspect of health for women . And as per medical norm 
the required period in this context has been minimum 3 years for keeping 
good health for mother and the child. This has been so important taking 
into consideration of keeping and maintaining good health for both the 
woman and child. Therefore, it is also obvious to have a query regarding 
the expectations vis-a-vis attitude of the informants towards such gap period 
between the birth of one to another child. This has been shown in Table 
114. 

Table 114 

Gap (in years) 

1-2 
2 
3 

2 to 3 
3 to 4 

4 
4 to 5 

5 
5-6 

Total 

Opinion about the gap of years in between the 
birth of one to another child 

(P ta d" tr"b f n) ercen !g_e IS I U 10 

Community 
Bhutia- L~cha Nepalese Total 

- 6.4 2.6 
15.9 17.0 16.4 
34.8 12.8 25.9 
13.0 12.8 12.9 
7.3 19.1 12.1 
5.8 8.5 6.9 
2.9 4.2 3.4 
17.4 12.8 15.5 
2.9 6.4 4.3 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
Note: Bhutta-Lepcha N= 69; Nepalese N=47; Total N- 116 . 
Source : Field survey , 2002-2005. 

Taking the gap in between the birth of one child to another, 68.1 per cent 
opined that such gap is required to be 3 years and above. Besides, 12.9 
per cent also opined that such gap should be in between 2 - 3 years . 
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Community-wise, higher percentage among Bhutia-Lepchas ( 71.1 per cent) 
have the opinion to keep such gap of 3 years and above as compared to 
63.8 per cent among Nepalese (Table 114) . 

In case of those who preferred the gap of 1-2 years in between the birth 
of one child to another ( 19.0 per cent) their logic behind such preference 
has been that they can look after and the child can grow at a time . 

Findings 

The following summarized salient points may be relevant in view to envisage 
the role and status of Sikkimese women. 

All of the informants have opined that the women's; participation in gainful job 
has been undoubtedly necessary . 

Indeed, majority (75.9 per cent) reported that they aspire always to get better 
gainful job. Their such aspirations are mainly to get wider reputation as well 
known handicraft producers , become successful business women in handicraft 
market, having own handicraft showroom , having carpet weaving center , 
government job in GICI and other jobs in government sector too , any other 
gainful job for earning. 

Majority (87.9 per cent) opined that their working environment is good , and 
satisfactory (3.5 per cent ). But 8.6 per cent of them on the contrary feel that 
they either do not like their working environment or feel bad. 

Indeed, 57.7 per cent feel tension either doing both the work in job place and 
houses . It substantiates to a extent that the gainfully employed women· used to 
face tension/problem in performing the work both in work place and houses 
together as the women have to perform the huge household chores apart from 
duties in work place . 

In case of sharing of family property by inheritance , majority (90.5 per ·cent) 
opined that the women should get equal share of family property with male by 
inheritance. Interestingly, 7.8 per cent of them did not opine favourably in this 
regard as they favour the tradition. In actual cases, married respondents 
received only the gifts and assets including livestock, utensils , ornaments etc. 
from parents during their marriage and which were taken by them in husbands' 
houses after marriage . And the unmarried respondents would get only the 
gifts and assets during their marriage. 

Majority (82.8 per cent) contribute portion of their income to their family. It 
attributes to the fact that the women make financial contribution to their family, 
and thus help to sustain their families . 

Majority (74.1 per cent) normally keep portion of their income for their personal 
expenses even after contributing to families. While, 20.7 per cent -normally do 



Role, Status and Empowerment of Sikldmese Women /188 

not keep any amount for such purposes and used to give their earnings to the 
parents/husbands/elder sister/unmarried son or keep it in family fund. And 5.2 
per cent used to spend entire amount of earnings for the family. 

55.2 per cent is having their own Bank Account . Among them 60.9 per cent 
have single account i.e. on their name only . While 37.5 per cent are having 
joint account either with husband or parent. Only 1.6 per cent are having both 

- the single and joint account . 

On the whole , 63.8 per cent used to make savings from their income either in 
Bank, LIC, GPF or home. All these signifies that the women are having the vital 
access to bank account, credit and savings . 

Taking the family , 68.1 per cent opined that a family should have 1 to 2 
number of children. Whereas, 12.1 per cent viewed that a family should have 2 
- 3 children and 18.1 per cent opined it 3 - 4 children . Indeed, the married 
respondents having more than 2 children in actual cases reported that due to 
having desire to get son , wish of husband for daughter even after having two 
sons, birth of child by chance though not desired and both husband and wife's 
decision, and no specific reason but on the way of spending normal conjugal 
life etc. 

In fact, half of the informants (50.0 per cent) opined that the convenient size of 
the family has been 3 to 4 members in a family. As a whole, rest of them 
viewed it more than 4 . 

Majority ( 96.6 per cent) opined favourably that women should be -consulted in 
family's financial matters. While a nominal 3.4 per cent did not favour in this 
regard .. 

In fact, 43.1 per cent reported that they used to purchase on their own 
decision. While more than half of the informants are guided by husbands I 
parents I mother-in-law/father-in-law. Besides, 6.0 per cent of them reported that 
they either sometimes consult with husband in such purchasing or on the basis 
of mutual understanding with husband or own decision as well as consultation 
with husband both. 

Majority (97 .4 per cent) favoured that the women should be consulted in cases _ 
of children's education, marriage and other family matters. In case of actual 
happenings, 55.2 per cent among the informants' families such consultation had 
has been done . 

Interestingly, almost ail agreed and favoured that the women should be gjve,n
due importance equally with men in the family's decision making pro~. It
reveals that they are much aware about their importance and position in:-~ 
society. 
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Indeed, 66.4 per cent. opined· instantly 'yes~ in · case of opinion that . a family~ 
should have at least one girl child . While 9.5 per cent of them opined that 
they do not favour that a family should have at least a girl child . 

Majority (85.3 per cent) opined that the minimum age for marriage of a woman 
should be 20 years· and above, and their such opinion range from -20 years to 
above 30 years .. 

The majority ( 87.1 per cent) opined and favoured that the women shou·ld have 
final say i.e. take final decision in choosing their life mate . 

Nearly cent per cent of the women opined that any typ? of marriage 
payments like dowry and bride price are not necessary during marriage . 

· Almost cent per cent of the informants not only affirmed . the . necessity of 
education for women but also have shown their awareness of the . necessi_ty· 
and importance of education for women's development . 

Moreover, 58.6 per cent have asserted their earnest aspiration and interest to·· 
get higher education. While 41.4 per cent of them reported that though have 
lack of such aspiration for themselves due to old age; getting no time, family 
problems, looking after families and very low education·, but even then have 
such aspiration · inertly with repenting that · if they could have .done further 
education. 

More than half the informants though did not specify the level; but have 
aspired higher level of education depending on the interest , desire and aptitude 
of boys . Besides , a good 40.5 per cent have aspired the level of graduate 
and above including higher studies more than post-graduate . Interestingly, 2.9 
per cent among them also have aspired religious study for their boys .. 

·Similarly , 47.4 per cent though did not specify the level, but have aspired· 
higher level of education depending on the interest , desire and aptitude 
of boys. ·And a good 40.5 per cent have aspired the level of graduate and 
above including . higher studies more than ·post-graduate . 

Taking the variation in informants' aspired level of education in between· boys. 
and girls , 10.3 per .cent have asserted the level of education as 
secondary/higher secondary for girls. While this has been 6.9 per cent . for ·boys: · 
Moreover , 52.6 per cent of them . have aspired · the specific level of education · 
for girls~ While this has been 49.1. per cent in case of boys . Moreover, 2:9 per 
cent also have aspired religious study for their boys but nobody for girls. So, it 
may be said that they have the aspiration of higher education for their girls 
and boy~ both. 

In major cases (70.7 per cent) the parents had influenced either positively: or 
· negatively during the course of education of the· informants . But at the same 
time a good percentage of them (29.3 per cent) reported that their parents did 
not influence them any way in this regard. 
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Interestingly, 55.2. per cent opined that the women should join to politics . 
Moreover, 12.0 per cent viewed it as depending on the ·interest of the women. 

As a whole, 44.8 per cent have affirmed that they have interest in politics. 
Indeed, 25.0 per c~nt are involved in political activities . In case of those who 
are involved in political activities , they used to manage the time for doing so 
particularly after finishing the household chores of the day apart from managing · 
the time. from work place. 

In fact, 52.6 per cent confirmed that they used to face health problems due to 
performing both the household work and the work in their job place regularly. 
In fact, they have been suffering health problems like mainly weakness and 
anemia, headache and dizziness , problem in eye vis-a-vis vision, breathing 
trouble vis-a-vis asthma, stomach pain and digestive disorder, etc. 

As a whole, 68.1 per cent opined that gap in between birth of one to another. 
child is required to be 3 years and above. Besides, 12.9 per cent of them 
opined that such gap should be in between 2 - 3 years. While 19.0 per cent 

· preferred the gap of 1-2 years in between the birth of one child to another. 

Though men and women are more or less equal in the Sikkimese society even 
then it has been reported that a subtle discrimination like, the m·en are still 
getting more facilities and advantages than that of women in the society, e.g.· 
while girl child do the household chores the boys · are allowed . to play , the 
male child is much preferred than that of girls, etc. 

On the whole , it may be said that the Sikkimese women under the study not 
only are confidence and much aware about their importance and position in the 
society as well as have the ideas to decide. But also they have the better 
position and access to the empowering resources like education, gainful . 
employment, capital and other resources , credit and savings, decision - makings in 
the family vis-a-vis society, politics etc. 

At the same time , it may also be said that though men and women are more 
or less equal in the Sikkimese society even then a subtle di~crimination in 
between women and men still persists in Sikkim . Therefore, · it can be said 
that despite having better position by women in the Sikkimese society a 
subtle gender disparity exist too in Sikkim. 


