
CHAPTER III 

THE TEA PLANTATIONS THEIR HEALTH UNITS AND POPULATICN - --- -- ----

It has been mentioned earlier, that three tea plantations, 

two with better facilities of health and one with minimum facili-

ties of health, have been taken for this study. Also has been 

mentioned that the tea plan·tations are inhabited by many tribal 

corrnnunities those are migrants from Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 

Orissa. In this chapter it is proposed to present a physical 

description of the tea· plantations under study and their health 

units and an analysis of thtiY' demographic profile. 

The Te~antations with B~~ Facilities o!_Health 

The Hansqua Tea Garden.: This plantation is located at a 

distan~e of nineteen kilometres from the township of Siliguri 

and six kilometres from the semi-urban settlement of Bagdogra. 

It has the National Highway 31 passing through it. This plantation 

is one of the 'A' category plantations in Terai. Communication 

with the township is not that satisfactory. The only mode of 

transport available ~e buses,those run on infrequent schedules. 

For inter-State transport by train or bus on is required to 

travel twenty four and nineteen kilometres respectively. Air 

serices are available at a distance of six kilometres. 
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The National Highway 31 has divided the plantation into 

two sectors, the northern and the southern sector. The plantation 

is surrounded by the Taipoo tea estate in the north-east, 

Gangaram tea estate in the north-west, Monee (a division of 

Gangaram tea estate) in the south-east, Bhojnarayan tea estate 

in the south and Gayaganga tea estate in the south-west. 

The northern sector of the plantation has two residential 

lines for the workers, the Bandijot and the Bandijot Ruia, while 

the southern sector has one residential line, the Factory line. 

The factory, the manager's bungalow, the staff quarters, the 

health unit and the canteen are located in the southern sector. 

The houses in the Bandijot and the Bandijot Ruia lines 

are both of ·~~ and ~~ types with the former numerically 

dominant. The Factory line on the other hand has houses only of 

~--2 type. 

The sources of drinking water are not the same in the two 

"'··co. 

sectors and the labour lines therein. While in the northern sector 
. . . 1 

wells of £2~ and kachc~ types are the sources of drinking 

water, in the southern sector}taps are the sources of drinking 

water. wells are also existent but they are used as sources of 

1. The 1 Kachcha 1 wells are dug by individual labour households 
for the"Use-of the family. 



water for other works like washing. Sanitation facilities are 

non-existent. 
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Educational facilities upto the University level are 

available to the residents of the plantation at varying distances. 

school education and intermediate education facilities are avail

able nearby tne plantation. There is a scnool and junior college 

run by missionaries besides the plantation run primary school and 

a government aided school. For undergraO.uate and post graduate 

studies one is required to travel nineteen and nine kilometres 

respectively. 

,As regards alternative sources of modern medical facilities 

besides the plantation run health unit, a missionary run health 

unit is two kilometres away. Government run medical units are not 

in the proximity. A small hospital is at a distance of six 

kilometres and a big hospital, the NOrth Bengal Medical College 

and Hospitals that draws patient from entire North Bengal is 

thirteen kilometres away. Private practitioners are available 

at a distance of six kilometres. 

The health unit of the plantation caters to the needs of 

the plantation population with limitations. The unit has inpatient 

facilities, with six beds, run by a resident doctor assisted by 

a Compounder, a staff nurse, a dresser and a rnid-wi:fie. Minor 
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surgical cases are taken up at the health unit. Major cases are 

referred to the North Bengal Medical College and Hospital. 

The !2.!£oo Tea Estat~ : Located at a distance of eighteen 

kilometres away from the township of Siliguri and five kilometres 

from the semi-urban centre of Bagdogra this plantation too is 

one of the 1 A1 category plantations in the region. communication 

with the township is not satisfactory and alike Hansqua the only 

mode of transport available are buses which are infrequent. Inter

State transport by tr&in and bus is available for the population 

of the plantation at distances of twenty three and eighteen 

kilometres. Air transport facility is available at a distance of 

five kilometres. 

The National Highway 31 passes by the front of the planta

tion. A partly metallic road connects the office, the factory, 

the health unit, .the staff quarters and the labour lines with 

the National Highway 31. This road, which meanders through the 

plantation divides the plantation into two parts, the eastern 

.and western sectors. All the labour lines, the factory, the 

office, the manager's bungalow and the health unit are in the 

western sector. The staff quarters are in the eastern sector 

but in proximity to the office, factory and health unit. 

The plantation is surrounded on the south and south-west 

by Hansqua tea garden and the National Highway 31, on the east by 



74 

a part of Monee tea estate {a division of GaJilgaram tea estate}, 

on the north by Kiran Chandra tea estate and on the north-east by 

Gangararn tea estate. 

The three residential lines of the plantations, ~atkola, 

Kothiline and Kotajhar have houses both of pakka and 'kachcha' 

types. The 'pakka' houses have brick walls and tin or asbestos 

roofs. The sources of drinking water in the labour lines are 

wells of pakka and l!ach~ types. While the fo.rmer types are dug 

by the management, the latter types are dug by individual families 

for their own use. Sanitation facilities like drainage and 

latrines are almo·st absent. There are no drains. what exist as 

drains are sh~llow trenches. Latrines are existent only in Kothi

line numbering only four but they are not in usable condition. 

Educational facilities upto the Higher Secondary leve1 

are available in the proximity. There is a primary school in the 

plantation, another primary school is there beyond the National 

Highway 31, besides the Hansqua plantation. The high school and 

junior college run by missionaries besides the Hansqua tea 

plantation is three kilometres away from the plantation. Residents 

of the plantation are required to travel eighteen and eight 

kilometres for undergraduate and post-graduate studies respectively. 

For health facilities other than tlilose available at the 

health unit, one is required to travel a minimum of six kilometres 
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where there is the Bagdogra Primary Health Centre and private 

practitioners. To get treated a big hospital one is required to 

travel twelve kilometres. 

The health unit of the garden has facilities of minor 

surgery. There are four beds for inpatients. The unit is run by 

a resident doctor who is assisted by a compounder, a nurse# a 

dresser and a sweeper. 

!.!}~_Eigara_!~_!state: This tea estate is located at a 

distance of five kilometres from the township of Siliguri and six 

kilometres from the Bagdogra semi-urban agglomeration. This 

plantation is well connected both with the township of Siliguri 

and the semi-urban settlement of Bagdogra by buses and ot.her modes 

of transport. Facilities of distant transport are available for 

the residents of the plantation within a radius of ten kilometres. 

The river Balasan divides the plantation into two sectors# 

the eastern Balasan.sector and the western Balasan sector. The 

forl:ner is ·surrounded by a biscuit factory on the south-east# 

a plywood factory on the east, which is in turn surrounded by 

small hamlets, the Matigara Bazar, the Matigara railv1ay station 

and the Matigara settlement on the north, the Balasan river on 

the west and small hamlets on the north. The western Balasan 
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sector is surrounded by the National Highway 31 on the north 

beyond which there is a Missionary school and some settlements 

which have developed in connection with business and academic 

related activities,· the Sibmandir Bazar and adjoining settlements 

on the west, the Border Security Force Cantonment, the Kadamtala 

settlement and the North Bengal Medical College and Hospital 

(3 krns south) on the south, the Balasan river on the east and the 

Jesu Ashram (a home for desti tutes) run by the Missionaries of 

Charity on the. east • 

. The plantation has eight residential lines for labourers,. 

five in the eastern Balasan sector and three in the .western 

Balasan sector. The four residential lines in the eastern sector 

are the Station line, the Factory line, the ~~ line, the Bara 

line and the Pakka line. Th~ residential lines in the western 

sector are· line nurriber 9, 10 and 11. The factory, the staff 

quarters, the office, the health unit and the manager's Bungalow 

are all located in the eastern Balasan sector. 

Houses in the residential lines of the plantation are 

either of Kach~, pakka or ~-types. Houses in the line Nos 9, 

10 and 11 are predominantly of~ka type. The Factory line, the 

Station line and Bara line have all kachc~ houses. The. pakka 

line, as the name suggests, has houses of E~~ type and the 

Tina line has houses made of tin on all sides. 
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The sources of drinking water in all the labour lines are 

pakka and ~~ wells. While the E2~ wells have been dug by the 

plantation authority, the kachcha wells have been dug by individual 

families for their own use. The wells are also sources of water 

for other purposes like washing of clothes, and utensils and 

bathiag. 

Sanitation facilities are at a low level. There are no 

COimlOn toilets and bathrooms. Drainage facilities are practically 

absent. What exist as drains are shallow trenches. 

Facilities of school and higher education are available 

and accessible to the population easily. A primary school .and 

high school, both of which are government aided are within one 

kilometre for the people of the western sector. For the population 

residing in the western sector these schools are three to four 

kilometres away. A missi.onary run high school is within one 

kilometre for the population of the western sector and four 

kilometres for the population of the eastern sector. Facilities 

of undergraduate and post-graduate education are comparatively 

distant. While undergraduate education facilities are available 

at distances of ten and thirteen kilometres for the residents 

of the eastern and western sectors respectively, post-graduate 

education facilities available at distances of two and five 

kilometres for the residents of western and eastern sec~ors 

respectively. 
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Alternative sources of modern medical treatment are 

available to the residemts of the plan.tation withina radius of five 

kilometres. A government run Subsidiary Health Centre is at the 

entrance of the plantations' eastern sector. For the residents 

of the western sector the Health Centre falls at a distance of 

three kilometres. Besides the Subsidiary Health Centre, a big 

roospital the North Bengal Medical College and Hospital is at a 

distance of two and a half kilometres for the residents of 

western sector and a little more than four kilometres for the 

r~sidents of the eastern sector. Private medical practitioaers 

are available in the adjoining settlements for the residents of 

both the sectors. 

The Health Unit of the plantation caters to only marginal 

needs of the population. It occasionally organizes immunization 

camps with the help of the subsidiary Health Unit. 

Demograghic Profile of the Pl~~io~ 

In the preceeding chapter it has been stated that the tea· 

plantations are inhabited by various tribal and noa-tribal 

communities,, all possessing different cultural backgrounds. This 

section is a presentation of the demographic details of the_, 

population of the three plantations. 
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Household Censuses carried out in the plantation reveal 

that there are 276 families in the Hansqua, 102 in the Taipoo 

and 147 in the Matigara plantations. The Oraons dominate the 

Hansqua plantati0n with 169 families while the Parj as and Ghasis 

dominate the Taipoo and Matigara plantations with 39 and 30 

families respectively. 

Analysis of the types of families reveals dominance of 

elementary type2 of family in all the plantations. While in the 

plantation of Hansqua there are 207 elementary familie~, in the 

plantations of Taipoo and Matigara there are 76 and 109 elementary 

families respectively i.e., in the plantations of Hansqua, Taipoo 

and Matigara elementary families form 75 percent, 74.5 percent and. 

73.82 percent ·of the total number of families respectively. 

The other type of families found in the plantations are the 
' 

incomplete elementary ~ype of family3 and the joint type of 

- 4 
family • 

-----------------------2. According to Murdock, an elementary f arnily_ is 11 a household 

composed of parents, children plus one or more-persons not 

belonging to the particular family" .. 

3~ An incomplete elementary family may consist of (a) husband 
and-wife, (b) widower father and unmarried children, (c) widow 
mother and unmarried children, (d) unmarried brother and 
sister, (e) an unmarried, wido-wed or divorced man, (f) an 
unmarried widowed. or divorced woman and {g) a divorced woman 
or man with children. 

4. A joint family consists of two or more elementary families. 
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Household Censuses also reveal the total labour population 

of the plantations. The population of Hansqua tea plantation has 

been found to be 1,488, of which 1,295 persons i.e., 87.02 percent 

of the population are tribals. The labour population of Taipoo 

plantation is 511 persons, of which 369 persons i.e., 72.2 percent 

are tribals. The 1'1atigara plantation has a labour population of 

680 persons, tribals form 61.02 per cent of the population with 

5 
415 persons • 

Tables 1 (A);, I (B) and I (C) show the ethnic background of 

the population, number of male and female members of reach cornmu-

nity and the family types under each community in the plantations 

of Hansqua, Taipoo and Matigara respectively. 

-------------------------------
5. Risley (1969 : p 134), has considered the Lahars as a blacksmith 

caste. Amal Kumar Das (1966 : p. 1.3) has classified Lahars 

as scheduled castes in west Bengal. In Tea District Labour 

Association • s book 11 Hand book of Castes and Tribes•• (1924 : 

p. 326) the l.iOhars have been considered as scheduled castes. 

Hence, the Lohars have been considered as a caste group in 

this study. Similarly the Ghasis have also been considered a 

caste group following Tea District Labour Association• s book 

Hand book of Castes and Tribes (1924 : p. 297) and Amal Kumar 

Das (1966 : p. 35). In both of these books the Ghasis have 

been considered a Dravidian fishing and cultivating caste. 



TABLE I (A) 

ETHNIC AND FAMILY BACKGROUND OF THE POPULATION OF 

HANSQUA PLANTATION 
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-----------------· ---------- -- --·------· 
COMMUNI.rY NO. OF MALES FEMALES ELEMENTARY INCOMPLETE JOINT TQrAL & PERCENTAGE 

FAMILIES FAMILIES ELEMENTARY FAMILIES POPULATION 
FAMILIES -- ·-- ------------- - - - ----

1. ORAON 169 464 460 129 23 17 924 (62;.1 0'/o) 

2. BARAIK 45 120 108 32 10 3 228 (15. 32%) 

3. NE:PALI 21 73 65 16 1 4 138 ((9. 27%) 

4. SANTHAL 10 20 22 5 4 .1 42 :{2.82%) 

5. MUNDA 7 19 21 5 1 1 40 (2. 7&/o) 

6. MAHALI 4 15 10 3 1 - 25 (1. 68>/o) 

7. LOHAR 4 12 8 3 1 - 20{1.34%) 

8. NAGESIA 4 13 5 4 - - 18 u. 20'/o) 

9. BIHARI 4 10 8 4 - - 18{1.20%) 

10. MUSLIM 4 8 9 3 1 - 17 (1.14%) 

11. MALPAHARIA 3 4 8 2 1 - 12 (0. 80>/o} 

12. KHARIA 1 2 4 1 - - 6(0. 40';6) 

- --- - -------~-- -- -----
Total 276 760 728 207 43 26 1488 

,(51. 07%) (48. 92%) (75%) (15. 57%) (9. 42%) uo 0>/o) 

-------- --------- -----------



TABLE I (B) 

ETHNIC AND FAMILY BACKGROUND OF THE POPULATION OF 
T AIPOO PLANT AT ION 

--------- --- ------ --
COMMUNITY NUMBER OF MALES FEMALES ELEMENTARY INCOMPLETE JOINT 

FAMILIES FAMILIES ELEMENT MY FAMILIES 
FAMILIES 

82 

-------
TOTAL POPULATION 

& 
PERCENTAGE --------- - ------ ------ ---

1. PARJA 39 95 94 29 6 4 189(37%) 

2. ORAON 20 56 52 13 4 3 108 (21.13%) 

3. LOHAR 19 43 38 17 2 - 81 (15. 85%) 

4. BTIIARI 7 24 20 6 - 1 44 (8. 61%) 

5. NAGESIA 7 17 20 6 1 - 37 (7. 24%) 

6. NEPALI 3 10 7 1 1 1 17(3.32%} 

7. BARAIK 3 7 5 2 1 - 12 (2. 3 4%} 

8. MAU?AHARIA 2 7 3 1 1 - 10 (1. 96%) 

9. RAJGOND 1 4 3 - 1 - 7(1.37%) 

10. RAUTIA 1 3 3 1 - - 6 {1., 17%) 
, _____ 

- ------- -------
TOTAL 102 266 245 76 17 9 511 

(52. 05%) (47. 94%) (74. 5%) (16. 66%) (8. 82"fo) ( 100>/o) 

--- -- - --- - -- --



_____ ...,_,... ______ 
COMMUNITY NO. OF 

FAI'1ILIES 

-----
1e GHASI 30 

2;, MUNDA 29 

3. MAHALI 20 

4 •. ORAON 16 

5. LOHAR 18 

6. BHOKTA 9 

7. NEJ?A:LI 6 

8. · BIHARI 3 

9. KHARIA 4 

10. TURI 3 

11. KISAN 2 

12., MALPAHARIA 3 

13. ROHIDAS 2 

14. BHUINHAR 1 

15. BIRIJIA 1 

TABLE I(C} 

ETHNIC AND FAMILY BACKGROUND OF THE POPULATIQ\J' 
OF MATIGARA PLANTATION 

-- ---- --
MALES FEMALES ELEMENTARY INCOMPLETE JOINT 

FAMILIES ELEMENTARY FAMILIES 
FAMILIES -- --- --

67 68 23 5 2 

63 63 23 4 2 

53 45 · .. ' 16 2 2 

43 31 12 3 1 

38 35 13 5 -
28 26 4 3 2 

16 18 5 - 1 

9 14 1 - 2 

9 8 3 1 -
5 7 2 1 -
6 5 2 - -
3 7 2 1 -
3 4 2 - -
2 2 1 - -
1 1 - 1 ----- -- --- -

TGrAL 147 346 334 109 26 12 
(50.9%) (49.11%) (74.14%) (17.7%) {8.16%) 

------------------ --- --

83 

- ----
Tar AL :POPULAT ICN AND 
PERCENTAGE 

--------
135 (19.89',.{;) 

126 (18. 62%) 

98 (14;, 41%) 

74 uo. 9'/o) 

73 (10. 73%) 

54i(8%) 

34 (5%) 

23 (3. 38%) 

17(2.5%) 

12 (1. 76%) 

11 u. 61%) 

10 (1. 47%) 

7 (1. 02%) 

4 (0. 5S%) 

2 (0. 29%) 
---~--

680 
(100%) 

--- ----
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1 ., • 

From Table I(f..) it 1s rE:vealed that tblere are 276 farr.ilies in 

tl1e pJ.anta-tion. with a population o=!= 1488 ~ Cut: of ·the 276 f cu'Tlilies 

207 i.e. 75 percent are of elementary type_'·· 43 i.e. 15.57 percent 

are of j,ncomplete e~E;!m~"ntary type and_ 26 i.e. 9. 42 percent are of 

joint. type. The total population of ;L, 488 consists C?f the 760 males 

and 728 females accounting f_or 51.7 percent and. 48.92 percent 

ree;pE:!ctiv~ly~ ThE? Oraop.s he9d the table with a population of 924 

persons_-i.e. , __ 62.10 percent, comprising of 464 males and 460 

fema;t.es. The population is. distributed among 169 families of which 

129 are of elementary type,. 23 are of incomplete e.1.ementary type 

and 17 are ~f joint. type. ThE? Baraiks come next vvi th a population 

of 228, i.e. 15.32 percent, of which 120 are males and 108 are 

females. The popula-t=:ior;t is distributed in 45 familiee;, 32 of which 

are_ of elefJlentary type, _10 of incomplete elementary type and 3 of 

joint;. tYPE:!·_ Tf?.e Nepalis; who come next have a_ population of 138 

persons i.e. 9. 27 percent compr_ising of 73 males and 65 females. 

The population is <:listributeQ._ arnong 21. familiE;'s of which 16 are 

of elementary ty~, . 1 of incomplete elementary ~ype. and 4 CJ_r_e of 

joint type •. 'J'h~ Santals_ follc:JW the Nepalis wi_th :a population of 

42 persons i.e. 2.82 percent. The:r:-e are 20 male members and 22 

f~male members of the tribe. _The pOp1J,1ation is. distributed. among 

10 families of w0ich, 5 are of elem~pt~y_ type, 4 ~e.of inc0mPlE:!te 

elementary type Cll'ld 1 is of joint_ type. The 11undas ~ho_ come next, 

hav~ 40_ membef"S L.e. 2_.68 percent,_ of whom _19 are males _and 21 are 

females. The_ populat,ton is distri:Quted am~:mg 7· families 5 of which 

are of elementary type and 1 each of incomplete elementary and 
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joint type. The Mahalis follow the 1'1undas with 25 members i.e. 

1.68 percent of whom 15 are males and 10 are females. There are 4 

families of the tribe of which 3 are of elementary type and 1 is of 

incomplete elementary. type. 'I'he Lohars have 20 members forming 

1.34 per cent. Their population consists of 12 males and 8 females 

who are distributed among 4 families 3 of_which are of elementary 

type and_ 1 is of incomplete elementary type •. Th~ N agesias follow 

the Lohars with a population of_18 souls i.e. 1.20 percent. There 

are 13 males and 5 female members_ of. the tribe who _are distributed 

in 4 f amili~s _all of ele~en:t.ary :typ~. 'I'he Bihari c9-ste:3 too have 

a population of 18 persons accoun·ting for l. 20 percent. There 

_eire 10 male and 8 female mem}:)ers of the community_ distributed . 

am()ng 4 families,. all_ of elementary type. The Muslims numbering 

17, account for 1.14 percent. They have 8 male and 9 female 

members. There are 4 families of the community 3 of which are of 

elementary type and 1 is of incomplete elem~ntary, type._ The 

Malpaharias have. a population of 12 persons, 4_ males an<?-_ 8 females 

and account for o. 80 percent. 'I'here are t_hree families of the 

tribe of which 2 are of elementary type and 1 is of join:t type. 

The Kharias come at the bottom of the table with 6 members of - . 

which 2 are males and 4 are females. The tribe has only one 

family which is of elementary type. 

Table I (B), which pertains to Taipoo tea plantation reveals 

the total labour population of the planta!=-ion as 511 persons 

comprising· of 266 males accounting for 52.05 percent and 245 

females accounting for 47.94 percent. The total number of families 
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in the plantation ate 102 of which 74.5 percent i.e. 76 are of 

elementary type, 16. 66 percent i.e. 17 are of incomplete elementary 

type and 8.82 percent i.e. 9 are of joint type. The Prajas have 

the highest population of 189 persons accounting for 37 percent of 

the plantation • s labour population •. The tribe has 95 male members 

and 94 female members. There are 39 f arni1ies of the tribe of which 

29 are of elementary type, 6 are of ii1complete elementary type and 

4 are of j oj_n t '!:ype. The Oraons come next with 1 os_ members 

con_stituting 21.13 percent of the. total population. There are 

56 rna]~~ ~d ?4 ~emale. members of th_~ trj,.b~ Q.istributed amoi1g 13 . . . . 

element<?-rY :type, 4. incomplete elementary type and 3 j ()int type 

families_. The ;r_,ohar.s follow the Oraons .. with_ 81. members and 

aqcount £or_l5. 8_5 percent of the population. __ Tl).~p: __ are _43 ~ale 

_and 38 female m(;:rnbers o£ the trib~ wh() are distribb.ted am()I1g 19 .. 

f arnilies ~ 7 .. of ~hich are. of elel}1entary type and 2 _are. o; _ipcof@lete 

elementary type~ ':I'he_ Bihari castes come next v.ri:th a populatiop 

of __ 44_ p~rsons i.e. 8.61 percent ofwhorn ?l.l- are ma~es.and 2_0 are 

fema,l~l3· ~he;y·_ are __ distributed among 7 ~amilies 6 ()f which. ar.e ()f 

eJ.ement_ary __ typ~ ·and 1 ,is of j_oint ty;pe._ Tp_e Nagesias ac~ount for 

j.24 p~_rcent o_f the p<Jpulatj_on witp_ 37_mernbe~~.-_There.are 17. 

male and 20 f:emale J;Tie~b~J::S of tl;le t,ribe dist,ribl.lted ,in 7 fC3Ill_il_ies 

of_ wl).ich 6 ar-e q:E elementary type_ an9-. 1 i? o:f incomplete elementary 

type. The Nepalis,_ who account_for:- 3.32% have 17.membe_rs of which 

10 are.. males and_ 7 q.re f~male.~. _They _an~ distril:>l,Jt§:!_d _among 3. . 

fCJI!li.:).ies 1 each o£ elementary, incomplete elementary _and j_o:j,nt 

type •. The __ Baraiks follow_ the. Nepalis with 12 me.mbers as::countipg 

for 2. 34 percent of the plantation's labour population. The tribe 



87 

has 7 male and 5 female members distril:;mted among 3 families, 2 

of elementary type and 1 of incomplete elementacy type. Next in 

order are the Malpaharias 'i..,i th 10 members, 7 males and 3 females 

accounting for 1. 96 percent of the plantation • s labour population. 

The population is distributed among 2 families 1 each of elementary 

and incomplete elementary type. The Raj Gonds account for 1.37 

percent of the population with 7 members, 4 males and 3 females. 

There is 1 family of_the tribe which of incomplete elementary 

type •. The Raut.i,as have the_ le,a::;t number of members of 6 accounting 

for 1.17 perc::ep.t of the_ plar1tat,ion• s labour :popuJ.ation. There is 

1 fanily of the tribe and it is of elementary type. 

Table I (C y reve_als tl)at the p_opl1l,at.j__qn of Ma"{:ig<3rC3. te~ 

pl§.n_tat.ion_ :i:s. 68() c:<:>mprising of_ 346 me3.,les and 3;34_ fe1pales accqunt

,ing tor !;)0. 9 percent and 49._11 per_ c:e11~ ~espectiv~,ly_. __ "rhere 9I"e 

a total of :147_ famill,es_ of v,vrlich 109 i.e. 74.1_4: percent are of 

eJ_e,men_tary- type, 2~ i. E:• _ 17 •. 7 percent_ 9I"_e o:f: _ ,inc;::omplete: e,lementacy 

type_ and _12 i.e! 8._16 pe:r:cept are of joint _t:ype! The_ Ghas,i~_are.. 

the mo::;t_ tJ.U~erops witl-1 :1,3 5. persons_ acco:upt~ng for_ 19.85 Pe~cent. 

Tl1.e:iJ:" popul_at.ion consists_ of. 67 ma,les ~d E?E3 fe,ma:J,es. d.istrib1,1ted 

?JIIOng_ 3 0 farn,i1i_e~ of __ whiC::h 23 are of E?ler:ner1:tary _i;.ype, _ 5 ar.e of 

incomp_lete __ elememtary: type _and 2 __ ?I'<? of_ j oii_li: _typ§!_:- Ne:xt to_ Ghasis 

are the Mun<ia::; wit.h_:1,:._2_6 person~_ ,i.e~ :1.8. ~2 pe,rcent •. Thc;re _ c;tre 63 

male$. and .an. equal puiTiber of_ fernCl.les of th~ tribe_di::;triputed 

among 29 families of which 23 are of elementary type, 4 are of 
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incomplete elementary type and 2 are of joint type. The Mahalis 

\n1hO constitute 14. 41 percent of the labour population of the 

plantation with 98 persons, come next. There are 53 male and 45 

female members of the tribe distributed among 20 families of 

which 16 are of elementary type, ~·-2 are of incomplete elementary 

type and 2 are of joint type. The Oraons have a population of 74 

persons of which 43 are males and 31 are females. They constitute 

10. 9 percent of the plantation 1 s labour population. There are 16 

families of the tribe of wh,:ich 12 are of elementary type, 3 are 

of incomplete elementary type and 1 is of j_oint type. The Oraons 

are followed _by the Lohars with a population of 73 persons_ of 

which 38 are males and 35 are_ females. They account for 10.73 

per cent of the popu,laticm. There are 18 farr;ilies of the communitY: 

of which 14 are of eleJ11entary typ~ and 5. are _of __ incomp_lete elemen

tary :t:Y~. •rl].e Bh_okt:as_, who come next have_ a population of_ 54 

accounting for 8 percent of the population •.. There are 2~ male 

and 2() __ f~Il}?l~ members of the tribe _wp_o are distri:qyted _among ~ 

elerner1tary, 3_ i11cor:npl$te _e.;L~m_entary and _2_ jo:i,.nt_ type families. The 

N~pa:J.is hav~. a population of 3:4. acc:<:mnting for 5 percent of the 

lab_our popu1ati()n qf the_ p,l_~tatj,on •. 'I'here are ~E) male and 18 

feme3.le members of t}1~ _ _comm:un.ity _who _are dist,r iJ?utE;:9 9nJ()~g 6 _families 

of which 5 _are of_ e.:L~mentary type a11d 1 is of joint type._ The 

Bihar,i_c<3_st~s Cc:)me .n.ext with_ a P9PU:lat_ion of _23" forming 3. 38 

p_ercent of the labour popul9tion. TherE:_)_ are 9 male and 1'9< fei11ale 

mernJ::?~_rs of the c_a~_t~ cornmun,:ity qistributed c:miO:rJ.g 3 fai}lilies of 

:v{l1ich 1 is 9f elem~nt_ary type and 2 are of j o;Lnt __ t.yp~. Tpe Vlarias 

number at 17 with 9 males and 8 females accounting for 2.5 percent. 
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They have 4 families of which 3 are of elementary type . and 1 is Of 

incomplete elementary type. The Turis number at 12 accounting for 

1. 76 percent. They have 5 male and 7 female members who are 

distributed among 3 families, 2 of elementary type and 1 of 

inco~plete elementary type. The Kisan~, who come next, have 6 male 

cmd i female· members accounting for _1.61 _percent of the total 

labour population._ They are distributed a,mong 2 families both - . 

of elE;lmentary type. The Malpah_arias haye a popu;Lation of 10 

members_ 3 _males. and 7 females and accoun_t for 1. 47 percent. _ ThE;l_J:'e 

arE;l 3 _fam.ilie_s o:f th€l tr,ibe gf whi<;:h 2 are of elemen-t:_CJ..IY _type and 

1 is of ipcomple:t~ elE3me!ltary :type •. ThEl J:<9h;i.dq.s. commun,i-ty J:la:;> 7 

!lle~e_rs accQunt.ing for 1 • .02 percent. __ There are_ 3 male and 4_ fE;lmq_le 

membe~s o:!= tl!e t,rib~ d.ist,r:-;i.~u:tEld among ? __ fam_i).j.es b_ot_l1 of e_l€lmen

:t~:I=:Y :type. ·r):1e_ Bh:uinhars. number at 4 with 2. r.nale and an. equa~ 

p\ll'PP~r _of ::f~m9-J.El. me~eJ:'s. They 9-cc;=opn ~ _ f o~ o. 58 pe:Lceni;, o~ _the 

tota:L _;Lab9ur popu],_ai:i()n. q.nd they belong t_o :!-. eleiJ1f:Pt:8.FY. type_ of 

family. T_he _B;L~ij ;Lae have_ t:he. ;Least I1UI1l:b€lr _ _o£ __ 2 P€lr~o.I1s, __ ). J!l_ale 

?f!si. J__ fem<:J)e _anq a~count for_ o. 29 pef='cent of __ thEl_ :t()t_a). lap<?v.r._ 

population. They all belong to 1 incomplete elementary family. 



TEA PLANT AT IONS 

TABLE II 

DISTRIBUTION OF .IYiEMBERS IN EACH TYPE OF FAMILY IN THE THREE PLANTATIONS 

ELEMENTARY F M-HLY 

----------·----· 
INCOMPLETE. 
J!;LEMENTARY F AI.~ILY 

----------------·----------

JOINT FAI'-1ILY 
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0-5 .6-11 12-17 0-5 6-11 12-17 0-5 6-11 .12-17 

·---·-- -------

HANS QUA 112 95 42 1 1 25 

TAIPOO 51 25 17 9 

MATIGARA 80 29 26 11 1 

. . --------·-----------------------------· -----------------------------------·------
. TQrAL AND PERCENTAGE 243 

.(62%) 

149 

{38%) 

.. 85 l·. 

(98.8%) (1.2%1) 

----------------------·---------------· 

. 12 .. 

(25. 53% J 

3-5· 

(74. 47%) 
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Table II presented above shows the distribution of 

members in each type_of family in the three plantations. From the 

table it is revealed, taking the plantations together, that among 

the elementary type of families 243, i.e. 61.9 percent have members 

from 0 to 5, 149 i.e. 38 percent have members ranging from 6 to 

11 and there is no fam_ily having 12 to 17 members. As regar~s. 

th~ incomplete elementary type of f amiliE?s, there are 85, i.e. 

98.8 percent with 0 to 5 membe~s and 1 i.e. 1.2 per cent ~ith 

6 to 11 members. TJ::le.re i~ I_lO f ?llfdly with 12 to 17 members. A.m<?ng 

:thej_o;i.nt~t"~iJ-i~s,_l2_,i'!e. 2_5.5;3_ pe;c~en:t haye 0 tQ5 members, 

35 i.e~ 74~__47_ PE::!J:"c::ent __ pave :f!lembers ral"l9J!lg from 6 to 11 and 

there is no family with 12 to 17· members. 

P_l,ant_ati_o_nw,i$e. analyf3;i._s_ E>hs:>v.rs. t£lat _in H_ansqua tea p;Lapta

tiQ!l ~h~re ar:e _ an:t()ng the eJ.ement_arY type _of :E.am:iJie;:::; 1-12 w,ito __ 

0 to 5- m~!Jlbers, _9_5 }v,i.!:h ~--t<? l;L. _me~ex:s. ~9- .. tl"J.ere_ is P9_ :j:§IIJi.ly. 

with_12 i:,o_:t-7 me!fibE?r:s~ Qut o~ :the __ 4~ inC::()l11plete elernep:tq._cy :type 

of_ fam.t],.iE:s, 42 have 0 to 5 __ IT1embers, l_ h~s 6 tg 11 membE?rs .~d 

1:.hE?:re is p.o f ami.ly .w.tth J-2 .. :to. 17 mE;?mbe:rs .• ~~:mg the_ 26_ j <;>int 

type o:E. familis=_s _;t!l :the p1aptat,;Lon, 1 has . 0 _to 5 me111bers, _ 2_.5 

has 6 to ).J. _me!llbere ___ apg_ tJ::le,re_ is _po f_amily with 12 1:,o _17 mE?mbers. 

In_ the_ Ta,i.poo tea plantat:io!l ~ong the 76 e_leme11tarY. typ~ _of 

f amili~~ th~re ~.51_ with 0 to 5 _members and 25 with 6 to 11 

memb_~r$. ':):'he .. J7.im:~gmple:te ~lementary type .families .. al_lhave 0 to 

5 rr:embers_. __ Among _the j ~in:t _type o:E _f S!ffii.lies_ .i.n .the plap.tat:j.on_ 

9 have 6 to 11 members. There is no joint family either with 0 to 



5 or with 12 to 17 members. In the Matigara planaation 80 and 

29 elementary type of families have 0 to 5 and 6 to 11 members 

respectively. There is no family with 12 to 17 members. Among 

92 

the incomplete elementary type of families, 26 have 0 to 5 members.· 

There is no family with either 6 to 11 or 12 to 17 members. J.-.rnong 

the joint type of families, there are_ 11 with 0 to 5 members and 

1 with 6 to 11 members. There is no family with 12 to 17 members. 

Litera£L and_Q£SUPatiEE 

The level of l,i.ter~cy <;:>f a community determines, to 9. 

large extent, its_ health cul:ture. Choice of medical systems, 

hygiene_ anq food l).abit_s are some o'!=. the. aspects d,ir~ctly affected 

by literacy level. Ma_dan _ (1981 : p.1~9), says that pref~rence 

for effectiveness of a system of medicine as a principal criterion 

for choice is found to increase with-the ~~crease in leyels of 

ed:ucatj_onal qualification •. Reddy (1984 : p. 54) has poi~_ted out. 

:t~at literacy of women _is positiyely related with the favourable 

attitude towards family planning. 

Alike literacy, occupation too is associated with diseases. 

The pature of occupatj_on determines the type of. dise_ases _a, p~rson 

may bE: afflicted wi'{:h •.. Very often economic factors are cultural 

reasons for i,ll health. certain methods of ea.J::p.ing have been 

found to_ .J;:esult in t_1.1berculosis in u. S,.A. Alwyn (1986:: p. 1_43) 

has observed that managerial and professional occupation classes 
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have a high incidence of coronary artery diseases. He further 

observes that the physically more active occupations are associated 

with lo~ver mortality rates from the disease. Susser and watson 

(1971 : p. ) pointed out that physical exercise is linked with 

blood cholesterol levels which has direct impact on coronary 
~ 

diseases. The authors also made a point similar to that made by 

Alwyn. 'l'hey stated that the prevalence of coronary heart disease 

varies with occupations demanding different degrees of activities. 

Moreover, persons working with pesticides are prone to breathing 

problems a.Ild sk,in diseases._ Agricultural occupations make one 

prone toworrninfections. 'I'ables III(A), IIII(B) andiii(C) show 

the litera~y level. and occupation in the three tea p1ant?tions. 

For calctl.lat.i,ng liter_ac:y persons of_ the age of 6 and abOVE3 years 

have been considered and for calculating occvpation persons of 

the age of 16 c<.nd aboye have beep considered. further, occupation 

has been classified into two broad categories prirnary6 and 

secondary7 • 

6. By primary-occupation is meant occupations related to tea 

production. 

7. By secondary occupation is meant occupations not related 

to tea production. 
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TABLE III Ud 

LITERACY AND OCCUPATION OF THE PEOPLE OF HANSQUA PLANTATICN 

------ - - - -- --
* ** COMMUNITY - LITERARY OCCUPATION ---

LITERATE ILLITERATE PRIMARY SECONDARY . ...__ ___ - ----
ie ORAON . . . *** 223 (28;. 08%) 571 

.*"'>;** 
373(70.5%~ 

4(0~75%) 

2!' BAHAIK 57 (38!' 7&'/o) 141 89(71!'77%) 1 ( 0" 8 CY/o :~ 

3 9 NEPALI 38(30!'15%} 88 53 (65!' 4%) 2 (2!' 46%) 

4~ SJ>..NTHAL 1+ (27 ~ 5%) 29 22 (75. 86%) 1 (3. 44%~ 

5!' MUNDA 10(31!'25%) 2? 14 ( 7 CYt.6 ) · + ( 5"/o) 

6~ MJ7.HALI 6 (26!' 08%) 17 9 (64!' 28%) 

7~ LOHAR 8 ( 42 ~ :1, 0'/o) 11 9(81.8%) 

~!' NAGESIA 2 ( 15 !' 3 &Ia D 11 E3 (8 9"/o) 

. 9• BIHlmi -4 (26;. 66%) 11 4 (40%) 

10• NUSLIM 3 (is. 75%) 13 6{46.15%} ~ 

ll io 1'1P..LP AHAHIA 0 co. 00%) ·11 7 (77•77%) 

12. KHAR I.A. 5 ,(1 Op>/o} ... 2 1(33. 33%) 
- - ----- - --TDrAL 3 67 {28. 4CY/o) 925 (71. 6%) 596 (66. 5%) 9 (1. 05%} ------



TABLE III{B) 

LITERACY AND OCCUPATION OF THE PEOPLE OF TAIPOO PLANTATION 

----·--------- ------------------------------~· 

CCMMUN :ri'Y LITERACY OCCUPATICN 

LJ:TERATE ILLITERATE PRIMARY SECONDARY 
----·---------------· ·-----·-------:------

1. PARJA 29 ( 23. 57%) 

2., CRAON 22(22%) 

~., LOHAR 8 (13.11%) 

4. BIHARI 6 (21. 42%) 

5.: NAGESIA 10 (31. 25%) 

6., NEPALI 8 (57 .14%} 

7. BARAIK 1 (11.11%) 

8., MALPAHARIA 2 (2!)%) 

9. RAJGOND 5(100"/o) 

10. RAUTIA . 1.(20"/o) 
------

TGrAL 92 (2 2., 2%) 

123 

78 

53 

22 

22 

6 

8 

6 

4 

3 22 (77. 8>/o) 

.88 (70. 4%) 

36 (54. 5%) 

34 (82., 9~~) 

13 (68. 4%) 

15 {75%) 

7(63.6%) 

5 (83. ~%) 

5 (83. 3%) 

5 (10 0>/o) 

2 (50>/o) 

210(69.3%) 

.2(3. 03%) 

1 (5. 2%) 

3 (0. 99%) 

95 

---------------·-----
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TABLE III(C) 

LITERACY AND OCCUPATION OF THE PEOPLE OF J:VJATIGARA PLANTATICN 

--------------m-~~~--~-------------------------- ~ 
LITERACY 

, __________ .n _________________ ______ -** ---
OCCUPATION COMMUNITY 

LITERATE ---ILLITERATE- PRIMARY ------s:E'CONDARY ----- -----~** ----- --*'***' ----
4(4.16%) 92 67(88.15%) 1. GHASI 

2. MUNDA 

3. Ml>.HALI 

4. ·ORAON 

5., LOHAR 

6. BHOI<TA 

7. NE.PALI 

8., BIHARI 

9., !<HARIA 

10. TURI 

11. KISAN 

12. 1'1ALP AHAR IA 

13. ROHIDAS 

14. BHUINHAR· 

15. BIRIJIA 
---

TOI'AL 

.5(4.71%) 101 63(87.5%) 

6 (7 .. 69%) 72 

6(9.52%) 57 

- (0. 00'/o) 55 

1 (2.17%) 45 

9(33.33%) 18 

9 (50'/o) 9 

- (O. 00"/o) 13 

- ( o. 00'/o) 1 0 

1(11.11%) 8 

'1 (10%) 9 

- (0. 00'/o) 6 

- (0. OcP/o) 2 

- {O. 00'/o) 2 

42 (93.33%) 

37 (92. 5%) 

32 (7 4. 4%) 

21(80.,76%) 

8 (50%) 

4 '(36., 36%) 

10 (100'/o) 

6(66~66%) 

5 (100%) 

5 (83. 3%) 

3 (100%) 

2(100%) 

. 1 (50>/o) 
·---------------

42 (8. 41%) 499 (91. 59%) 306 (84. 06%) 
------·------------------------------

~ 

1 (2. 5%} 

1(2.32%) 

1(6.25%) 

1 (9. 09%) 

4 (1. 09'/o) 

* For calculating literacy persons of the age· of 6 years and above have been considered 

** In calculating occupation persons of the age of 16 years and above have been considered. 
***-Figures in brackets are percentages of the population of that tribe or caste group of the age of 6 

or more years. 
**** Percentage of the total population of the tribe or cast · 

e group of the age of 16 and above years. 
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From table III (A) it is revealed that the total number of 

literates in Hansqua tea plantation is 367 i.e. 28.40 percent. The 

number of persons in primary occupations is 596 i.e .. 66.5 percent 

and secondary occupation involves 9 persons i.e. 1. 05 percent 

of the population of the age of 16 and above years. 

The Oraons have 223 persons as literate i.e. 28.08 percent 

and 373 persons in primary occupation. In secondary occupation 

there a~e 4 Oraons i.e. 0.75 percent. Among the Baraiks 28.78 

percent, accounting for 57 persons are literate. The tribe has 

89 persons i.e. 71.77 percent in primary occupations and 1 person 

i.e. 0.80 percent in secondary occupations. The Nepalis have 

38 persons, accounting for 30.18 percent as literates. In the 

primary occupations there are 53 persons i.e. 65.4 percent and 

in the secondary occupations there are 2 persons forming 2.46 

percent. Among the santals 11 persons i.e. 27.5 percent are 

literates. There are 22 members of the tribe, i.e. 75.86 percent 

in primary occupations and 1 member, i.e. 3.44 percent in secondary 

occupations. The Mundas have 10 persons, i.e. 31.25 percent 

as literates. There are 14 members of the tribe, accounting for 

70 percent in primary occupations and 1 member i.e. 5 percent in 

·secondary occupations. The rate of literacy among the Mahalis 

is 26.08 percent i.e. 6 of them are literate. The tribe has 9 

of· its members, i.e. 64.28 percent in primary occupations and 

none in secondary occupations. Among the Lohars, 8 persons 

accounting for 42.10 percent are literate and 9 persons accounting 
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for 81.8 percent are in primary occupations. There is none in 

secondary occupation. The Nagesias have a literacy rate of 15.38 

percent with 2 persons as literate. There are 8 persons of the 

tribe i.e., 80 percent in primary occupations and none in 

secondary occupations. The Bihari castes have a literacy rate 

of 26.66 percent, i.e., 4 of them are literate. There are 4 of 

them, i.e., 40 percent in primary occupations and none in 

secondary occupations. Among the Muslims, there are 3 persons as 

literate accounting for 18.75 percent. There are 6 members of 

the community in primary occupations, i.e., 46.,15 percent and 

none in secondary occupations. The Malpaharias have no literates 

among them. There are 7 of them in primary occupations accounting 

fo~ 77.77 percent and none in secondary occupations. Among the 

Kharias the rate of literacy is 100 percent. There are 2 members 

of the tribe in primary occupations forming 33.33 percent and 

none in secondary occupations. 

Table III (B), which pertains to Taipoo tea plantation 

reveals that the rate of literacy in the plantation is 22.2 

percent which means only 92 persons are literate. As regards 

occupation, the table shows that 210 persons accounting for 69.3 

percent and 3 persons i.e. o. 99 percent are in primary and 

secondary occupations respectively. 

The community-wise analysis shows that among the Parjas 

29 persons iee. 23.57 percent are literate and 88 persons i.e. 

70.4 percent are in primary occupations. There is none in secondary 



oc~upations. The literacy rate among the Oraons is 22 percent 

with 22 literate persons. There are 36 and 2 persons in the 
I 

tribe accounting for 54.5 percent and 3.03 percent respectively 

in:primary and secondary occupations. ~~ong the Lahars the rate 

of.literacy is 13.11 percent with 8 persons as literate. There 
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are 34 members of the tribe i.e. 82.9 percent in primary occupa-

tions and nohe in secondary occupations. The Bihari castes have 

6 wersons among them as literate accounting for a literacy rate 

of~21.42 percent. There are 13 persons, i.e. 68.4 percent in 

primary occupations and 1_ person, i.e. 5,L percent in secondary 
I 

occupations. Among the Nagesias the literacy rate is 31~25 per 

cemt, i.e., 10 persons are literate. In primary occupations there 

are 15 persons, i.e. 75 percent and there is none in secondary 

ocq::upations. The rate of literacy among the Nepalis is 57.14 

percent, i.e. 8 persons are literate. There are 7 persons of the 

community in primary occupations, i.e. 63.6 percent and none in 

secondary occupations. The Baraiks have a literacy rate of 11.11 

percent with 1 person as literate. There are 5 members of the 

tribe, i.e. 83.3 percent in primary occupations and pone in 

secondary occupations. Among the Malpaharias there is a literacy 

rate of 25 percent with 2 persons as literate. There are 5 members 

of the tribe, i.e. 83.3 percent.in primary occupations and none 

in secondary occupations. The RajGonds have a literacy rate of 

100 percent and an.equal percentage of persons in primary occupa-

tions. There is no one in secondary occupations. The Rautias have 

only 1 person as literate making the literacy rate of 20 percent·. 
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In the primary occupations there are 2 members of the tribe 

accounting for 50 percent. There is no one in secondary occupation. 

Table III (C) which relates to the Matigara tea plantation 

reveals that in the plantation the rate of literacy is 8.41 

percent, i.e. only 42 persons are literate. There are 306 persons 

in'primary occupations and 4 in secondary occupations accounting 

fo~ 84.06 percent and 1.09 percent respectively. 

Among· the Ghasis the rate of literacy is 4.16 percent with 

oniy 4 persons as literate. The tribe has 67 persons in primary 
I 

ocpupations accounting for 88.15 percent. There is none in 
I 
I . 

se~ondary occupations. The Mundas have a literacy rate of 4. 71 

percent with 5 persons as literate. There are 63 persons of the 
i 

tribe in primary occupations accountipg for 87.5 percent and none 

in! secondary occupations. Among the Mahalis there are 6 persons 

wh,o are literate accounting for a literacy rate of 7.69 percent. 

There are 42 persons of the t+ibe in primary occupations accounting 

for 93.33 percent and none in secondary occupations. The oraons 

ac:count for a literacy rate of. 9. 52 percent with 6 persons as 

li~terate. There are 37 persons of the tribe in primary occupations 

and 1 in secondary occupations accounting for 92.5 percent and 

2. 5 percent. respectively. The Lohars have no literates among them. 

There are 32 members of the caste, accounting for 74.4 percent in 

primary occupations and 1 member accoun·ting for 2. 32 percent in 
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secondary occupations. Among the Bhoktas the rate of literacy is 

2.17 percent with only 1 person as literate. There are 21 members 

of the tribe in primary occupations, accounting for 80.76 percent 

and none in secondary occupations. The Nepalis have a literacy 

rate of 33.33 percent, i.e. 9 persons are literate. There are 8 

members of the community accounting for 50 percent in primary 

occupations and 1 member accounting for 6.25 percent in secondary 

occupations. Among the Biharis, the rate of li·teracy is 50 percent 

with 9 persons as literate. There are 4 members of the community, 

accoun·ting for 36.36 percent in primary occupations and 1 member 

accounting for 9. 09 percen·t in secondary occupations. The Kharias 

and Turis have no literates among them. The tvJO tribes have 10 

and 6 members accounting for 100 percent and 66.66 percent respec

tively in primary occupations. The Kisans have a literacy rate of 

11.11 percent with 1 person as literate. There are 5 members of 

the tribe, accoun·ting for 100 percent in primary occupations and 

none in secondary occupations. Among the Ivlalpaharias the rate 

of literacy is 10 percent vli th 1 person as literate. The tribe 

has 5 persons accounting for 83.3 percent in primary occupations 

but none is secondary occupations. The Rohidas~s,_Bhuinhars and 

Birijias have no literates among them. The tribes have 3 members, 

i.e.- 100 percent, 2 mernbers, i.e. 100 percent and 1 member, i.e. 

50 percent respectively in primary occupations and none in secondary 

occupation. 
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Mi5l£~~ 

Migration has great significance in health behaviour. 

Migration from one cultural environment to another brings in 

changes in behavioural patteras of a communit.y. The changes are 

usually adaptive. Along'SM.t~ the changes, one shall also find 

con·tinuity. Changes take place in various aspects of culture of 

which health is a part. A migran·t may encounter different medical 

systems and has to change his behavioural patterns depending on 

the need. There is a proce_ss of acculturat-ion. AniJca Nudelman 

(1990 : pp 88-101) shows the changes those have occurred among 

the Ethiopian Jews in Israel. The degree of changes those occur 

depend on time and there the period of migration is of paramount 

importance. Tables IV (A), IV(B) and TV_{C) _show the migration of 

workers in the three plantations. The tables present a communi-ty

wise analysis shawing inter-plantation, intra-state, ihter-state, 

and inter-coun·try migrants and their period of migration. 

From table IV(A), v-1hich relates to Hansqua plantation it 

is revealed that the total number of migrants are 316 of.whom 

102 i.e. 32.2 percent are inter-plantation migrants, 19 i.e. 

6. 01 percent are intra-State migrants, 169 i.e. 53.4 percent are 

inter-state migrants and 26 i.e. 8. 2 percent are inter-coun·try 

migrants. Out of the migrants 1·24, i.e. 39.2 percent have migrated 

0 to 15 years back, 104 i.e. 32.9 percent have migrated 16 to 31 

years back and 88 i.e. 27.8 percent have migrated a2 or more 

years back. 



C O.!YIMUN IT Y 

1. ORA ON 

2. BARAIK 

30 NE'PALI 

4. SANTHAL 

5. MUNDA 

6. MAHALI 

7. LOHAR 

BORN lli 
THE PLAN
TATICN 

747 

182 

108 

29 

3,2 

19 

15 

TABLE IV (A) 

TABlE SHOWJNG MIGRANTS IN EACH COM!-1UNITY IN HANSQUA AND 
PERIOD OF MIGRATION 
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--------------------------~---
lliTER lliTRA STATE INTER lliTER PERIOD OF MIGAATICN" 
PLANTATION MIGRANTS 
MIGRAJ:\!TS 

STATE COUNTRY - 0-1S-l6-3l--32ormore--
MIGRANTS MIGRANTS 

--------------------------------------- --
62 
(3 5. 02%) 

19 
(41.3%) 

5 
(16. 6%) 

6 
(46.1%) 

4 
( 5 0'/o') 

2 
(33.3%) 

3 
(60% 

7 '. 
(3. 95'>,1<,) 

'P 

69 55 53 108 
(61%) (3 9'/o) (31. 07%) (3 0'/o) 

27 - 17 13 16 
(58.7%) (37%) (28.2%) (34. 8%) 

25 5 17 8 
(83., 3%) (16. 6%) (56. 6%) (26. 6%) 

6 1 6 5 2 
(46.1%) (70 7%) (46.6%) (38. 5%) (15. 4%) 

4 3 2 3 
( 5 0'/o) (37. 5%) (25%) (37. 5%) 

4 1 4 1 
(66 .. 7%) (16. 6%) (66. 6%) (16. 6%} 

2 3 1 1 
(40%) ( 60'/o) ( 2 0'/o) (2 0'/o) 

Contd •• 



8. Nagesia 14 

9. BIHARI 8 

10·. MUSLIM 5 

11. MALPAHARIA 9 

..... 

12. KHARIA 
'• 

4 

1 
(33.3%) 

12 
(100%) 

TABLE (Aj (Contd •• ) 

4 
( 1000.t6) 

10 
(100%) 

2 
_(66 .. 6%) 

2 
( 10 00/o) 

-----·----------· -------------
TDrAl 1172 102 

(32.2%) 
19 

(6. 01%) 
H39 

(53. 4%) _____________ .. _____ , 
26 

(8. 2%) 

10 
( 1 000/o) 

9 
(75%) 

2 
( 50'/o) 

3 
(25%) 

1 1 
(33.3%) (33.3%) 

1 
( 5 0>/o) 

124 104 
(39.2%) (32.9%) 

2 
{ (50'/o) 

1 
(33. 3%) 

1 
. ( 500/o) 

88 
(27.8%) 
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COMMUNITY 

1.,. PARJA 

2,., ORAON 

3., LOHAR 

4 .. BIHARI 

5. NAGESIA 

6. NEPALI 

7 .. BARAIK 
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TABLE IV(B) 

TABLE SHOWING MIGRANTS OF EACH COMMUNITY IN TAIPOO 
PLAN'I'ATION AND PERIOD OF MIGRATION 

·------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------
BORN IN 
THE PLAN
TATICN 

INTER 
P LA.l.\JT AT I CN 
MIGRANTS 

--------------~----------------------
162 9 

(33. 3%) 

91 5 
(29. 4%) 

67 11 
(78. 57%) 

33 

27 7 
(7 0'/o) 

16 

11. 

IN'l"RA STATE 
MIGRANTS 

:-

INTER :IJFn'ER PERIOD OF MIGRATION 
STATE COUNTRY 
MIGRANTS MIGRANTS 0-15 16-31 32 or more 

---------------------------
18 
(66.6%) 

12 
(70. 6%) 

3 
(21.42%) 

11 
(100'/o) 

3 
(3 0'/o) 

1 
(100'/o) 

1 
(1 00'/o) 

6 5 
(22. 22%) (18. 5%) 

3 3 
(17.6%) (17.6%) 

9 3 
(64.3%) (21.42%) 

4 2 
(3 6. 4%) (18. 2%) 

8 1 
(8 0'/o) (1 0'/o) 

1 
(100%) 

16 
(59. 2%) 

11 
(64.7%) 

2 
(14.3%) 

5 
(45,,45%) 

1 
( 1 0'/o) 

1 
(1 00'/o) 

8., MALP AHARIA 9 1 
(100'/o) 

1 

9. RAJGOND 6 

10. RAUTIA 4 

TOI'AL & ---4~ 

PERCENTAGE 
--

1 
(100'/o) 

(100%) 

1 
(100"/o) 

2 - - - 2 
( 1 0 0'/o) (1 0 0'/o) 3 3 -----=------51 ______ 1 ______ 3_1 ---·-rs------39-----

__ <~s~_::%) _ ~0'/o) _ f1 • 17~L (36.5%) (17.,64%) (46%) __ 



TABLE IV (C) 

TABLE SHOWING :rvliGRANTS OF EACH COMMUNITY IN MATIGARA 
PLANT AT ION AND PERIOD OF :rvlr"GRAT ION 
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10., TURI 9 

11., KISAN 11 

12. MALPAHARIA 10 

13. ROHIDAS 7 

1~0 BHUINHAR 4 

15. BIRIJIA 2 

TOTAL 610 

---- -

24 

(34.3%) 

TABLE IV (C) (Contd •• ) 

1 2 
. (33. 3%) (66. 6%) 

10 24 12 

(14. 3%) (3 4. 3%) ( 17" 1%) 
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1 2 
(33. 3%) (66. 6%) 

·----·-------------
37 

(58. 8"/o) 

25 

(3 5. 7%) 

8 

(11.4%) 
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Among the Oraons, out of the total population of 924, 

177 persons, i.e. 19.15 percent are migrants. Out of the migrants 

62 i.e. 35.02 percent are inter-plantation migrants, i i.e. 3.95 

percent are intra-State migrants and 108 i.e. 61 percent are 

inter-State migrants. There is no inter-country migrant. As 

regards the period of migration, 69 i.e. 39 per ceet migrated 

0 to 15 years back, 55 i.e. 31.07 percent have migrated 16 to 31 

years back and 53 i.e. 30 percent have migrated 32 or more years 

back. The Baraiks have 182 members who are born in the plantation. 

The number of migrants of the tribe is 46 i.e. 20.17 percent. 

Amc;>ng >the migrant~ 1 19 i.e. 41.3 percent are inter-plantation 

migrants and 27, i.e. 58.7 percent are inter-State migrants. 

There are no intra-State or inter-country migrants. Moreover, 

17 of the migrants, accounting for 37 per cent migrated 0 to 15 

years back, 13 i.e. 28. 2 percent migrated 16 to 31 years back .. 

and 16 i.e. 34 .. 8 percent migrated 32 or more years back. Out of 

138 NEPALIS, 30 persons constituting 21.7 percent are migrants 

and out of the migrants 5 persons i.e. 16.6 percent are inter

plantation migrants and 25 persons, i.e. 83.3 percent are in·ter

country migrants. There are no intra-State or inter-State migrants. 

As regards the period of migration, 5 migrants constituting 16.6 

percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 17 migrants, i.e. 56.6 per 

cent migrated 16 ·to 31 years oack and 8 migrants i.e. 26.6 per 

cent migrated 32 or more years back. Among the 42 Santhals 

inhabiting the plantation, 13 persons, i.e. 31 percent are migrants 

of whdm in·ter-plantation and inter-State migrants constitute 46.1 

percent each, i.e. in each of the two categories there are 6 
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persons. Inter-country migrants constitute 7.7 percent with 1 

person. Out of the migrants 6 persons forming 46.6 percent 

migrated 0. to 15 years back, 5 persons· forming 38.5 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 years back and 2 persons- forming 15.4 percent 

migrated 32 or more years back. Among the 40 Mundas in the 

plantation 8 persons, i.e 20 percent are migrants of whom 50 

percent i.e. 4 are inter-plantation migrants and an equal number 

are inter-State migrants. Of these migrants 3 persons i.e. 37.5 

percent migrated 0-15 years back, 2 persons i.e. 25 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 years back and another 3 persons, i.e. 37.5 

percent migratec;J, 32 or more years back. Out of the 25 Mahalis 

inhabiting the plantation 6 i.e. 24 percen·t are migrants of whom 

2 i.e. 33.3 per cent are inter-plantation migrants and 4 i.e. 66.7 

percent are inter-State migrants. Further, out of the migrants, 1 

person, i.e. 16.6 perc~nt migrated 0 to 15 years back, 4 persons 

i.e. 66.6 percent migr,ated 16 to 31 years back and another 1 

person i.e._ 16.6 percent migrated 32 or more years back• Among 

the Lahars 25 percent, i.e. 5 persons are migrants. Out of the 

migrants 3 persons i.e. 60 percent are in-ter-plantation migrants 

and 2 persons, i.e. 40 percent are inter-$tate migrants. Of these 

migrants 3, i .. e. 60 percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 1, i.e. 

20 percent migrated 16 to- 31 years back and another 1 i.e. 20 

percent migrated 32 or more years back. The Nagesias have 4 

migrants out of their population of 18 i.e. migrants account for 

22.2 percent o£ the population. All the migrants are inter-State 

migrants. Out of these migrants, 2 persons each accounting for 

50 percent each migrapted 16 to 31 and 32 or more years back. 
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There are 10 migrants among the 18 Biharis' accounting for 55.5 
// 

percent. All the 10 migrants are in·ter-State migran~cs who migrated 
( 

0 to 15 years back. Among the Muslims there are 12 migrants who 

account for 70.5 percent of the population. All the migrants are 

inter-State migrants of whom 9 i.e. 75 percent migrated 0 to 15 

years back and 3 i.e. 25 per cen·t migrated 16 to 31 years back. 

Out of the 12 Malpaharias there are 3 migrants accounting for 

25 percent. Out of the migrants 1 person i.e. 33.3 percent in 

inter-plantation migrant and 2 persons i.e. 66.6 percent are 

inter-state migrants. As regards their period of migration 1 each 

accounting for 33.3 percent migrated 0 to 15, 16 to 31 and 32 

or more years back. Among the Kharias there are 2 migrants account-

ing for 33.3 percent and all the migrants are inter-State migrants 

with 1 each migrated 16 to 31 and 32 or more years back. 

Table IV (B), that relates to Taipoo plantation reveals 

that the total number of migrants are 85 constituting 16.6 percent 

of the plantation• s population. Out of the migrants 33 persons,. 

i.e. 38.8 percent are inter-plantation migrants, 51 persons, i.e. 

60 percent are inter-State migrants and 1 person, i.e. 1.17 percent 

is a inter-country migrant. It is further revealed that 36.5 per 

cent of the migrants i.e. 31 persons migrated 0 to 15 years back, 

17.64 percent, i.e. 15 persons migrated 16 to 31 years back and 

46 percent • ·;_..t...., i.e. 39 persons migrated 32 or more years 

back. 
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The Parj as have 14. 2 percent of their population, i.e. 

27 persons as migrants. Out o£ the migrants 9 persons, i.e. 33.3 

percent are inter-plantation migrants and 18 persons iee. 66.6 

percent inter-State migrants of whom 6 i.e. 22.2 percent migrated 

0 to 15 years back, 5 i.e. 18.5 percent 16 to 31 years back and 

16 i.e. 59.2 percent migrated 32 or more years back. Among the 

Oraons, 17 persons i.e. 15.7 percent are migrants of whom 5 persons, 

i.e. 29.4 percent are inter-plantation migrants and 12 persons 

i.e. 70.6 percent are inter-State migrants. Further, of the 

migrants 17.6 percent, i.e. 3 persons migrated 0 to 15 years back 

an equal number have migrated 16 to 31 years back and 11 persons, 

i.e. 64.7 percent have migrated 32 or more years back. The Lahars 

have a migrant population of 14 persons accoun·ting for 17.3 per

cent. Out of these 14 migrants, 11 persons, i.e. 78.57 percent 

are inter-plantation migrants and 3 persons, i.e. 21.42 percent 

are inter~State migrants of whom 9 i.e. 64.3 percent migrated 0 

to 15 years back, 3 i.e. 21.42 percent migrated 16 to 31 years 

back and 2 i.e. 14.3 percent migrated 32 or more years back. OUt 

of the 44 Bihari castes there are 11 migrants accounting for 25 

percent. All the migrants &¥!to" inter-State migrants o£ whom 4 i.e. 

36.4 percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 2 i.e. 18.2 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 years back and 5, i.e. 45. -Uf. percent migrated 

32 or more years bacJ<::. The Nagesias have 10 of their members as 

migrants accounting for 27~02 percent. Out of them 7 i.e. 70 

percent are inter-plantation migrants and 3 i.e. 30 percent are 

inter-state migrants. While 8 o£ them, i.e. 80 percent migrated 
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0 to 15 years back, 1 person each, i.e. 10 percent migrated 16 

to 31 and 3 2 or more years back. Among the 17 Nepal is in the 

plantation there is only 1 migrant accounting for 5. 9 percent 

of the population. The migrant is .an inter-country migrant who 

migrated 16 to 31 years back. The Baraiks too have 1 migrant 

member accounting for 8. 3 percent. The migrant is an inter-state 

migrant who migrated 32 or more years ·,back. The number of 

migrants among the .lVlalpaharias is only 1 accounting for 10 per 

cent. The migrant is an inter-plantation migrant who migrated 

0 to 15 years. back. ~.mong the 7 RajGonds the number of migran·ts 

is 1 who account for 14.3 percent. The only migrant is an inter

State migrant who migrated 32 or more years back. I-tigrants 

account for 33.3 percent of the Rautia population, i.e. there 

are 2 migrants among the population of 6 persons. Both the 

migrants are ·inter-State migrants who migrated 32 or more years 

back. 

Table_ IV(C) which pertains to J:Vlatigara plantation shOVJs 

that th~ number of migrants are 7-0 accounting for 10.29 percent 

of the plantation's population. Out of the migrants, 24 i.e. 

34.3 percent are inter-plantation migrants, 10 i.e. 14.3 percent 

are intra-state migrants, another 24 i.e. 34.3 percent are inter

state migrants and 12 i.e. 17.1 percent are inter-country migrants. 

As regards the period of migration, the table reveals that 37 

migrants i.e. 58.8 percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 25 i~e. 

35.7 percent migrated 16 to 31 years back and 8 i.e. 11.4 percent 

migrated 3 2 or more years back. 
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The community-wise analysis shows that among the Ghasis 

there are only 2 migrants who account for 1. 5 percent of the 

population. Both the migrants are inter-state migrants who migrated 3. 

or ~ore years bacJ<:::. The Mundas have a migrant population of 7 

persons and account for 5.5 percent of the population. Out of 

them 5, i.e. 71.4 percent are inter-plantation migrants and 2 

i.e. 28.6 percent are inter-state migrants. While 5 i.e. 71.4 

percent of them migrated 0 to 15 years back, 2 i.e. 28. 6 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 years back. Among the Mahalis, there are 3 

migrants who account for 3.06 percent. of the tribe•s population. 

Out of the migrants 2 i.e. 66.7 percent are inter-plantation 

migrants and 1 i.e. 33.3 are intra-State migrants. All the 3 

migrants migrated 0 to 15 years back. Among the Oraons migrants 

form 17.5 percent of the population with 13 persons as migrants. 

Out of them 3 persons i.e. 23.07 percent each are inter-plantation 

and intra-State, migrants and 7 persons i.ee 54· perc~nt are inter

country migrants. vlhile 7 of them i.e. 54 percent migrated Oto15 

years back, 5 i.ee 38.4 percent and 1 i.e. 7.7 percent migrated 

16 to 31 and 32 or more years back. The Lohars have 10 migrants 

among them who form 13.7 percent of the population. While 7 of 

them i.e. 70 percent are inter-plantation migrants 2 and 1 i.e. 

20 and 10 percent respectively are intra-state and inter-State 

migrants respectively. As regards the period of migration 7, 2 
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and 1 persons forming 70, 20 and 10 percent respectively migrated 

0 to 15, 16 to 31 and 32 or more years back. The Bhoktas have 6 

of their members as migrants forming 11.11 percent. Of the migrants 

4 i.e. 66.6 percent are inter-plantation migrants and 2 i.e. 33.3 

percent are inter-state migrants. While 3 i.e. 50 percent migrated 

0 to 15 years bacl<:, 1 i.e. 16.6 percent and 2 i.e. 33.3 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 and 32 or more years back. Among the Nepalis 

there are 9 migrants constituting 26.5 percent of the population. 

out of them 1 person, i.e. 11.1 percent is inter-plantation 

migrant, 3 persons i.e. 33.3 percent intra-State migrant and 5 

persons, i.e. 55.5 percent are inter-country migrants. Of these 

migrants 3 i.e. 33.3 percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 4 i..e. 

44.4 percent migrated 16 to 31 years back and 2 i.e. 22.2 migrated 

32 or more years back. The Bihari caste community has a migrant 

population of 15 persons, i.e. 65.2 percent all of whom are inter-

state migrants. While 6 of them i.e. 40 percent migrated 0 to 15 

-
years back, 9 of them i.e. 60 percent migrated 16 to 31 years back. 

The Kharias have a migrant population of 2 persons, i.e. 11 .. 8 

percent all of whom are inter-plantation migrants who migrated 

0 to 15 years back. The Turis have 3 persons as migrants accounting 

for 25 percent. Of them 1 i.e. 33.3 percerltand 2 i.e. 66.6 percent 

are intra-State and inter-State migrants respectively. While 1 

i.e. 33.3 percent migrated 0 to 15 years back, 2 i.e. 66.6 percent 

migrated 16 to 31 years back. The Kisans, Malpaharias, Rohi~ases, 

Bhuinhars and Birijias-have no migrants in their population of 

11, 10, 7, 4 and 2 respectively. 
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Income --
The income of a household too has a great influence on 

health behaviour. The choice of a medical system depends, to a 

large extent, on the income of a household. Madan (1981 : p. 119) 

has observed that as the monthly income of household increases, the 

tendency to choose a medical system on the ground of effectiveness 

of treatment also seems to increase. He (1981 : p. 120) has further 

observed, that the combination of systems of medicine in a society, 

where there is eoexistence of several systems of medicine, is 

influenced by the level of income of a household. Therefore, an 

analysis of the income of families in the three plantations becomes 

important. Tables V(A), V(B) and V(C) shows the ranges of per 

day income and the number of families in each range..-,in the three 

plantations. 

Table V(A), which pertains to Hansqua plantation shows that 

in total 195 families accoun·ting for 70.65 percent have a daily 

income ranging from rupees 10 to 30, 75 families i.e. 27.17 

percent have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51 and 6 families 

i.e. 2.17 percent have a daily income ranging from rupees 52 to 

72. There is no family with a daily income of rupee 73 or more. 

The community-wise analysis shoNs that among the Oraons 120 families, 

i.e. 71 percent have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30, 45 families, 

i.e. 26.62 percent have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51 and 4 

families have a daily income of rupees 52 to 72. There is no family 

with a daily income of rupees 73 and above. The Baraiks have 34 of 
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TABLE V(A) 

TABLE SHOWING RANGES OF PER DAY INCOJ:vlE AND THE 
NU!-1BER OF FAtviiLIES IN EACH RANGE IN HANSQUA PLANTATICN 

------------·--------· 
RANGE OF INCOME liN RUPEES) 

----------
31-51 

45 (26. 62%) 

11 (24. 44%) 

9 (42. 85%) 

4(40%) 

1(14:3%) 

2 (50'/o) 

2 ( 5 0'/a) 

1 (33.3%) 

75(27.17%) 

52-72 73 and above 

4 (2. 36%) 

2 (9. 52~) 

-----·----------~-.-

6(2.17%) 

---------·-----------------------



TABLE V (B) 

TABLE SHOWING RANGES OF PER DAY INCOME AND NUMBER OF 
FAt'\1ILIES IN EACH RANGE IN TAIPOO PLANTATION 
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---------------------- ------------------------· 
CCMMUNITY 

1. Pl-l.RJA 

2. ORACN 

3. LOHAR 

4. BIHARI 

5. NAGESIA 

6. NEPALI 

7. BARAIK ~ 

8., MALP AHARIA 

9. RAJGOND 

10. RAUTIA 

----
TOTAL & PERCENTAGE 

-----------

__ .- ---·---~GE_Q!:_INC.QI"lli (]!!__BU.PEES)__ ----~-----
10-30 31-51 52-72 73 and above 

28 (71. 8~{.) 

17 (85%) 

17 (89. 47%) 

6 (85. 71%) 

5 {71. 42%) 

3 (100%) 

1 (50%) 

1 (1 00'~) 

78(76.5%) 

10 (2 s. 64%) 

'2(10%) 

2 (10. 52%) 

1 ( 14-. 28%) 

2 (28. 57%) 

3 (100'~) 

1 (50'~) 

21 (20. 6%) 

-----------------;, -
., 

1 (2. 56%) 

1 (5%) 

.. 
1(100%) 

2 (1 .. 96%) 1(0.98%) 

·-----------------------------------------



TABLE V (C) 

TABLE SHOWING RANGES OF PER DAY INCOME AND NUMBER OF 
FAl\1ILIES IN EACH RAL\JGE IN r-'.!ATIGAR~. PLANTATION 

------------------· 
CCMMUNITY RANGE OF INCOME (IN RUPEES) 
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------------------ -------------------------------

1. GHASI 

2., MUNDA 

3., MAHALI 

4., ORA ON 

5. LOHAR 

6. BHOKTA 

7., NEPALI 

8., BIHARI 

9. KHARIA 

10. TURI 

11. KISAN 

12 • MALPAHARIA 

13. ROHIDAS 

14. BHUINHAR 

15 .. BIRIJTA 
-----

TGrAL & PERCENTAGE 

10-30 

24 (80'/o) 

21(72.4%) 

16 (80'/o) 

12 (75%) 

17 (94. 4%) 

5 (55. 6%) 

3 (50%) 

3 (1 00'/o) 

3 (75%) 

3 (100'/o) 

1(50%) 

3 (100'/o) 

2 ( 1 00>/o) 

1 (100%) 

1 (100'/o) 

31-61 

6 (20%) 

8(27.6%) 

4 (2 0'/o) 

4 (25%) 

4 (44. 4%) 

2 (33. 3%) 

1 (25%) 

1 (5 0>/o) 

------------
115(78.2%) 3 0 {20. 4%) 

52-72 

1 (5. 6%) 

1(16.7%) 

2 (10.3%) _________________________________ , ____ _ 

73 and above 

, ___________ _ 
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their families, i.e. 75.55 percent wit~ a daily earning of 

rupees 10 to 30 and 11 families i.e. 24.44 percent with a daily 

earning of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily 

income of either 52 to 72 or 73 and above. Out of the 21 Nepali 

fa~ilies, 10 i.e. 47.6 percent have a daily income of rupees 

10 to 30, 9 i.e. 42.85 percent have a daily income of rupees 31. 

to 51 and 2 i.e. 9.52 percent have a daily income of rupees 

52 to 72. There is no family with a daily income of rupees 73 

and above. Among the 10 Santhal families, 6 i.e. 60 percent have 

a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and 4 i.e. 40 percent have a 

daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily 

income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. Of the 7 Nunda 

families, 6 i.e. 85.7 percent have a daily income of rupees 
Y"-f>~el: 

10 t? 30 and 1 i.e. 14.3 percent has a daily income o~31 to 51. 

There is no family either with a daily income of rupees 52 to 

72 or 73 and above. Among the 4 Mahali families 2 i.e. 50 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and an equal number have 

a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a 

daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. The Lohars too, 

out of their 4 families have 2 i.e. 50 percent with a daily 

income of rupees 10 to 30 and an equal number with a daily income 

of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily income of 

rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. The Nagesias have four families 

all of which have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30. The same is 

the case wit.h the Bihari caste community and Muslims. The 

Malpaharias have 2 of their families, i.e. 66.7 percent with a 



120 

daily income of rupees 10 to 30 arid 1 family i.e. 1.33 percent 

with a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family either 

with a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 or 73 and above. The only 

Kharia family has a daily income of rupees 10 to 30. 

Table V(B), that relates to Taipoo plantation shows that 

in total 78 families, i.e. 76.5 percent have a daily income of 

rupees 10 to 30, 21 families i.e. 20.6 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 31 to 51, 2 families i.e. 1.96 percent have a 

daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and 1 family i.e. 0.98 percent 

has a daily income of rupees 73 and above. 

The community-wise picture reveals that among the Parjas, 

out of their 39 families, 28 i.e. 71.8 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 10 to 3 o, 10 i.e. 25.64 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 31 to 51 and 1 i.e. 2. 56 percent has a daily 

income of rupees 52 to 72. There is no family with a daily 

income of rupees 73 and above. The Oraons have 17 of their 

families, i.e. 85 percent with a daily income of rupees 10 to 

30, 2 families, 10 percent with a daily income of rupees 31 to 

51 and 1 family i.e. 5 percent with a daily income of rupees 73 

and above. Among the 19 Lohar families, 17 i.e. 89.47 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 ~d 2 i.e. 10.52 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with 

a income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. Out of the 7 Bihari 

families, 6 i.e. 85.71 percen·t have a daily income of rupees 10 



to 30 and 1 i.e. 14.28 percent has a daily income of rupees 

31 to 51. There is no family with daily income of rupees 52 

to 72 and rupees 73 and above. The Nagesias have 5 of their 

families, i.e. 71.42 percent with a daily income of rupees 
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10 to 30 and 2 of their families, i.e. 28.57 percent with a 

daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with daily 

income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and ·above. The three Nepali 

families all have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51 and the 

three Baraik families all have daily income of rupees 10 to 30. 

Among the 2 Malpaharia families 1 each, i.e. 50_percent have 

daily incomes of rupees 10 to 30 and rupees 31 to 52. The only 

RajGond family has a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and the 

only Rautia family has a daily income of rupees 10 to 30. 

From Table V(C}, which pertains to Matigara plantation, 

it is revealed that 115 families, i.e. 78.2 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 10 to 30, 30 families i.e. 20.4 percent have a 

daily income of rupees 3.1 to 51 , 2 families i.e. 1.3 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and there is no family 

with a daily income of rupees 73 and above. 

Among the Ghasis 24 families, i.e. 80 percent have a 

daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and 6 families i.e. 20 percent 

have a daily income of 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily 

income of 52 to 72 and 73 and above. Out of the 29 Munda families, 

21 i.e. 72.4 percent have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and 



8 i.e. 27.6 percent have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. 

There is no f arnily with a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and 
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73 and above. Among the Mahalis, 16 families i.e. 80 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and 4 families, i.e. 20 

percent have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no 

family with a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 or more. 

Out of the 16 Oraon families 12 i.e. 75 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 10 to 30 and 4 families, i.e. 25 percent have a 

daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily 

income of rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. Among the I ml Jaas 

18 -Lohar families, 17 i.e. 94.4 percent have a daily income of 

rupees 10 to 30 and 1 has a daily income of rupees 52 to 72. 

There is no family with a daily income of rupees 31 to 51 and 

73 and above. Among the Bhoktas, 5 families, i.e. 55.6 percent 

have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30 and 4 families, i.e .. 44.4 

percent have a daily income of rupees 31 to 51. There is no 

family with a daily income of rupees 52 to 72 or 73 and above. 

Out of the 6 Nepali families, 3 i.e. 50 percent have a daily 

income of rupees 10 to 30, 2 families i.e. 33.3 percent have 

a daily income of rupees 31 to 51 and 1 family i.e. 16.7 percent 

has a_daily income of rupees 52 to 72. There is no family with 

a daily income of rupees 73 and above. Among the Biharis all the 

3 families have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30. Out of the 

4 Kharia families, 3 i.e. 75 percent have a daily income of 

rupees 10 to 30 and 1 i.e. 25 percent has a daily income of 

rupees 31 to 51. There is no family with a daily income of 

A 
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rupees 52 to 72 and 73 and above. Among the Turis all the 3 

families have a daily income of rupees 10 to 30. Among the 

Kisans 1 family each i.e. 50 percent have a daily income of rupees 

10 to 30 and 31 to 51. There is no·family either with a daily 

income of rupees 52 to 72 or 73 and above. The Malpaharias, 

Rohidases, Bhuinhars and Birijias have all their families of 

3 1 2, 1 and 1 respectively with a daily income of rupees 10 to 

30. 

inii!Oltle 
The averageAper day per ~amily in the three plantations 

of Hansqua, Taipoo and Matigara have been found to be rupees 

26.80, rupees 24.70 and rupees 24.80 respectively. AS the 

average per day income has been found to be so low it seems that 

it will be detrimental factor in the adoption of modern health 

practices. 


