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Next to Assam, the second largest tea growing state in 

India is west Bengal. The state accounts for 24 per cent of 

total area under tea and contributes 21 per cent ·t.o the total 

production of India. 

The tea gardens in ~'iest Bengal are located in the two 

northern districts of Darj eeling and Jalpaiguri. In te1.-ms of 

tea growing areas, vlest Bengal has three tea growing zones, 

viz. Darjeeling, Terai and Dooars. Darjeeling produces the 

most distinctive and the finest tea in the v1orld though its 

annual production has been to a little over 14 mill'ion kga 

The tea gardens located at the foot hills of the 

Himalaya4; in Darj eeling and Jalpaiguri districts constitute 

the Terai and Dooars tea growing districts in west Bengal. 

Scrne estates in \vest Dinaj pur have been grouped with Terai 

9-11¢ ~ sm.;t.il t~0 9r·~tng area in Cooch Bih-3X with the Dooars. 
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.2 .1 A Short History of the Tea Industry in India 

Tea had its genesis in China centuries ago and almost j 

throughout the 19th Century she had virtual monopoly of tea 

production. China was the only supplier of tea to Europe up 
The ci 1:-'i or 

to the end of the 18th century. !\ Canton was the only port 
~e 1 

open to~foreign shipso 

_The East India Company or John Company, as it was of·ten 

called, ha.d been granted a monopoly of oriental ·trade in 1660 

· and it was the greatest trading monopoly that n.o.d. ever been 

·granted in the world. 2 

Tne first recorded tea plantation in India was in 1780, 

when a few bushes frQn Cant on in China were planted in 

Calcutta. These did not survive long, either for want of 

culture or due to weather or soil conditions. Seri.ous thoughts 

were given in 1788 to the cultivation of tea as a ccrnmercial 

proposition in India to repla.ce the expired monopoly of tea 

trade in China. Bihar and Co.Jch Bihar ·r1ere found to be 

suitable for tea cultivationw Assam still then, did not ccme 

under the administ.cation of the East lndia company.. It was· 

not, however, until the annexation of .Assam in 1826 that 

earnest attentJon was 'tive.-v1... to this direction. 

The East India Comp~y lost its trading monopoly of 

China in lS33.. This sudden alteration of the situation made 

~ t ;i,.Jl.O-isp.e~!~iP.l.~ fQ;t; t·he Government of the u .K and British 

tnclia to es.t~J-;lish tea plantation i-ndustry in India.. But as 
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regards tea industry in China the ccmpany was simply a buyer, 

it knew very little about \'/here and how tea was gro-.m and 

prepared. Actually tea was collected by the Chinese merchants 

frcm the distant villages. The Ccmpany was buying tea and 

silk from the merchants in exch<Snge of t~a and silk. 3 

To ovarccme this situation, in 1833 Lord William Bentick, 

the then Governor General of British India, appointed a Tea 

C~nittee to consider the question of introduc~ng tea plants 

to be supplied frcrn China, and to decide the most suit able 

place in India where to grO\.'ll it. Subsequently, a Government 

expcrilnental fat~ was opened at Sadiya with seeds brought 

frcut China,. .Later, another experimental garden was opened 

at Chabua planted with Assam indigenous seed which was 

discovered during the Burma expedition. 

In the beginning,· tea production in India had been 

carried out under Government auspices and mostly on an expe-

rimental basis. Ass~n Tea Company was foL~ed in 1839. ~ea 

cultivat:!,on in India advanced frau the experimental to a more 

extensive and COT'.mercial. ground by the formation of Assoin Tea 

Cbrnpany. By 1860 there were mor.:·e than 50 private enterprise,s 

engaged .in th;.:: proet1ct.ion. of tea~ 'l'he cul tivat.ion of tea , 

soon spread. f:r:-cm the confines of the Brahmaputra Valley to 

Darj eeling in 185 0 and to Chachar a.'1d Sylhet (now in Bangl a-

desh) in 1865. Dooars saw its first tea estate in 1876. Tea 

cultivation. stC'l.rt.ed ir1 Chittagong (nO\-.! ih. Bangladesh) and 
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Chattanagpur during the period 1862-67. The tea cultivation 

was aiso started in many districts in India, whereever there 

was little hope of success •. The lure of tea and dreams of 

quickly acquired fortunes thereafter attracted a mixed bag of 

adventurer-?, with little tenacity or ccrnmitment to nurse T\.:t.i s 

industry. After a decade of rough weather prudently estab-

lished enterprises consolidated the foundations of an 

industry that was meant to 1 ast. 

Proong the three tea growing regions of west Bengal, 

viz. ·oarjeeling Hills, Terai and Dooars, the cultivation of 
-tke. 

tea started first in,...Darjeeling Hills~ The China plants 

which reached Darj eeling abou.t the end of 1835 where later 

added to by indigenous Assam Plants and were in the gardens 

of Dr. Campbell, the Superintendent, and Dr. Withe~ombe, 

the Civil Surgeon~ scme were also grown at .Le.t1ong by Major 

Crammelin of the Engineers. In 1852 a Mr. Jackson reported 

that these first experiments were doing we11. 4 

By 1856 the industry had advanced from the experimental 

to a more extensive and conmercial stage. In that year the 

Alubari tea gaJ.~den was opened by the Kurseong and Darj eeling 

Tea Co.upany, and another on the Lebond Spur by the Darj eeling 

Land Mortgage Bank· In 1859 the Chutaria garden loias started 

1140i)3 
' 

2 ·rz A r-!~1 qs!li ~ 

!IOilr.rH BENGA:. 
Univers.it y Library 
Q.3ja R:' :'.znnt·lt;::lPl!f 
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· by Dr. Brougham and between 1860 and 1864 four gardens, at 

Ging, hnbutia, Takdah and Fhubsering were established by the 

.Dai:'jeeling Tea Ccmpany, and the gardens at Takvar and 

Badamtam by the Le~ong Tea Ccrnpany.. Other gardens which were 

started at this early period were those nO\v known as 

Makaibari, Jlandam and Steinthal Tea Estates. All these 

estates a.J;e situated in the hills, but about the same time 

·the .Pl&"lters began to turn their attention to the 'l'erai, 

where experimental plantations had already been started. 

Here, in 1862, the first garden was opened out at Champta, 

near Khaprail by Mr. James White, who had previously started 

the Single estate near Kurseong. By the end of 1866 more 

gardens had been opened at Terai. 5 

By 1861, on the eve of the International EXhibition in 

London of 1862, · 22 tea estates sprang up. They received a 

total grant of 21,865 acres, of which 3251 were under tea, 

and already 43,03,000 tea plauts had been planted, 42,600 

1-bs. of tea and 20,000 lbs. of coffee manufactured and 2,534 

labourers employed. 6 

The Table 2~1 shows the progress of tea in Darjceling 

between 1861 and 1951. 

Table 2.1 shov1s how rapidly tea gardens in Darjeeling 

,i,~nPI;'Qy~·d. ir~ y~el,d p~.;:: ~ere an_d t.ot(;<.~ p.I:oduc·tion. By the end. 

qf lS66, i. ~. , only ten years after the est ablishrnent of the 

industry on a ccmmercial basis, there were 39 gardens with a 
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Table 2.1 

Statistics of tea in Darjeeling, 1861-1951 

. Year No. of tea 
gardens · 

Total area in 
acres under 
tea 

Approx. yield Average 
in lbs. yield in 

lbs. per 
acre 

--------------·----------------------------------------
1861 

1866 

1867 

l968 

1969 

.1970 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1981 

1985 

1891 

·1895 

1901 

19i1 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1, 951 

22 

39~ 

40 

55 

56 

74 

87 

113 

155 

"175 

177 

186 

170 

156 

168 

169 

136 

136 

3251 

10392 

9214 

10067 

10769 

11046 

14503 

15695 

18888 

28367 

38499 

45585 

48692 

51724 

51488 

59005 

61178 

63173 

625eo 

42600 

433715 

582640 

851549 

1278869 

1689186 

2938626 

2956710 

3927911 

5160316 

9090500 

10910487 

11714500 

135 355 3 7 

14250615 

14080946 

20496481 

24815216 

29283499 

13 

42 

63 

85 

119 

153 

203 

188 

208 

182 

236 

239 

241 

262 

277 

239 

335 

393 

468 
_ .... _,i,s....._ _ _...~ ____ .......,. _____ .. _____ _ ------
Source : Data ccmpiled frcro Hunter I w. w. 'A Statistical 

Account of Bengal' I Vol.X (Reprint in Indi~Delhi, 
1974 1 p;-165~ Dist-~, A~J .. Bengal Gazetteers, Darjee- .. 
l,.).JJ.g 1947, p.ll4. Hitrar A .. K. Census of India 1951, 
Vol. VI., .f'art lA (West E3eng al, Sikkim and Chanderna
gore) l{eport, Calcutta, 1953, p. 266. 



little over 10 1 000 acres under cul ti vatioo 1 and production of 

over 433,000 lbs. of tea. In 1870, there were 56 gardens 

. with 11,000 acres under cultivation yielding nearly 17,00, 000 

lbs. and in 1874 the number: of gardens increased to 113 1 the 

area under cultivation to 18,888 acres, the production to 

39,28,000 1bs.. rn other words between. 1866 and 1874 the 

nu.rnber of gardens under tea was almost exactly trebled, the 

area under cul ti vat ion increased by 82 per cent, while the 

production of tea inul tiplied nearly ten times and yield-rate 

per ac·re increased by nearly five times. 

Since then the industry progressed steadily at least 

up to 1895. By the end of 1895 there was 186 gardens with 

48692 acres under cultivation and production of 11,714,500 

18 

lbs of tea. Thus between 1874 and 1895 the area under culti-

vation of tea increased by 158 per cent and producticn by 

198 per ce:nt. 

Prices fell greatly between 1896 and 1901 and many gardens 

were no longer able to work. at a profit. A few gardens were 

close<i and some gardens merged with others. By the end of 1901 

the number of gardens were reduced to 170 and further to 156 

by the end Of 1911. Between the perioo 1901 and 1911 the total 

area under the cultivation of tea decreased to 51488 acres 

:Gran 51724 in 1901, b.ut tl:le total. procil.Jction of tea 

rate improved a little l;:>i t during that period. 

,. 

' 
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Data on growth of tea industry in Darjeeling district 

· shows that during the last 30 years period, 1921 to 1951, the 

growth rate was very much less than in the preceding 30 years 

. periOd. Between the period 1921 to 1951, the area under tea 

· increased by only 6 per cent and production increased by 

nearly 108 per cent. Thus during this period in spite of slow 

rate of expansion in the area under tea the total production 

was dOubled. This -is due to impressive growth in rate of 

yield per hectare, which increased by nearly 69 per cent 

ouring that periOd. 

Jalpaiguri District was farmed in 1869 after the annexa

tion· of Bhutan Dooars frcm the Bhutia in 1864-65. Thi.l'l portion 

of the Dooars within the district of Jalpaiguri was called 

w=stern Dooars. The portion of the Dooars in .Assam annexed 

earlier was called Eastern Dooars. The western Dooars is about 

twenty two miles in \vidth and about seventy miles in length 

frcm the Teesta to the Sankosh Rivers frcm the East to the 

West. It is a f1atland traversed by numerous streams and full 

of forests with patches of cultivated areas in between. 7 

·According to the District Gazetteer and Gruning 1 s report 

the first garden was opened at GazaJ.doba in western Dooars by 

Mr. R. Haughton in 1876_, who was one of the pioneers of tea 
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industry in the Darj eeling district. The district record 

·.shows that Dr .. H.P. Brougham took the first lease of 996 

i;!O.t'es in {n,azal doba on 16.2 .1876.. He opened a tea garden in 

thi's area employing one Tichard Haughton who appears to be 

the Pioneer tea. Planter in the Jalpaiguri district. 8 

Subsequently~ many gardens .,.,ere established at Fulbari 

and Bagrakote, and by 1876 thirteen gardens were started. 

The China type of bush was first planted and it was not 

until sane time later that the greater merits of an Assam 

-China hybrid of Assam and Manipur indigenous vari~ties were 

realized. 

The progress of tea industry in Jalpaiguri district 

during the per.iod between 1874 to 1951 is illustrated in 

Table 2.2 

Statistics of tea in Jalpaiguri, 1874-1951 ----------------------
Year No. of tea 

gardens 
Total area 
in ·acres 
under tea 

Approx. Yield 
in lbs. 

-----·---
Average yield 
in lbs per 
acre ---------------:----------------------

'1874 1 

1881 47 5,637 

1891 79 35,683 

1901 235 76,403 31,087,537 407 
1911 191 90185 9 48,820,637 537 

1921 131 1,12,688 43,287,187 384 

1931 151 
/· 

1,32,074 66,447,715 503 

.1941 189 1,31,770 94,604,450 718 

1951 158 1,3·4,473 1,37,194,660 1,020 
;..,-.._--~~-----------------------..---- .. 

Source : Mitra, A.K. Census of India 1951, Vol. VI, .Part 1A 
{wes·t Bengal Sikkim and Chandernagore), Report., 
Calcutta, 1953, p.263. 
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Table 2. 2 shews that soon after a tea estate haJ.. deve-

loped to a .certain extent it '.AJM likely to be absorbed in a 

bigger limited Ccxnpany, so that although the acreage 

increase the number of separate tea estates ~remained low 

to improve efficiency of organisation and economy of costs. 

The average yield per acre had.. progressively increased during 

the period 1901 to 1951, except in 1921. 

Between the period 1901 to 1931 area under cultivation. 

o~ t~a inoX"ea:;~ed. by nearly 73 per cent and production 

i.ncreased by nearly 114 per cent. After 1931 there had. been 

very little increase in the acreage under tea indicating that 

almost all exploitable land hacl already been utilised and 

plantation .WC\A approaching optimum level. However, in spite 

of little expansion in area between the period 1931 to 1951, 

the production was doubled, this Wo.~~ due to improvement in 

average yield ~r acre by dint of good management ·and 

organisatiO!la 

2.3 Growth & Developnent of tea industry in west Bengal, 

1951-1990 • 

. So far, we have discussed the progress of tea industry 

in the two districts of west Bengal viz. Darj eeling and 

Jalpaiguri during the pre-independence period. ll.le to 

non-availability of data we could not present separately 



22 

progress of tea in the Terai. The figures of Terai is 

included in the figures of Darj eeling. 

Now we have attempted to present the growth and deve-

lopnent of tea industry in west Bengal during the post- inde-

pendence period. The grOI.-Tth pattex:n is measured in terms of 

number of tea gardens, area under tea, production and average 

yield per hectare. we have also ccmpared the position of 

west Bengal with other tea growing regions of India. 

The nwnber of tea gardens established in west Bengal au.d 

other tea growing regions of India is presented in Table 2 .. 3. 

Table 2. 3 shO"ws that during the last .~o years period, 

(195.1 to 1990), the number of tea gardens in west Bengal 

increased by 51, out of v1hich the maximum number of new tea 

gardens established in the Terai, very few new tea gardens 

were established in Darjeeling hills ar'ld Dooars. 

In contrast to this, the number of tea gardens in Assam 

increased by 63 during. the same period of time. The highest 

number of tea gardens were established in south India during 

the post- independence period. Over the past "lt> years period 
I'· 

(1951 to 1990), 7019 new tea gardens were established in 

SoU.th India. Out of which major gardens established were of 

'· 



Table 2.3 

Nlllnber of Tea gardens in India, 1951-1990 

--~ --- - -- --
ni s t·lf.:"i.ct/ 1951 1961 1971 1980 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
.St ctt'E;/Regi on 

-------~- -------- -- ------- --
Darj .et:l ing - 99 97 103 102 102 ' 102 102 102 

Te.r:·ai. (a) - 47 48 48 53 63 62 69 73 

Dooa:rs {• ) 
\0 - 155 151 154 156 158 158 159 162 

wes·t Bengal 2% 301 296 305 311 323 322 330 337 

Assam Valley .... 785 744 750 777 808 844 844 845 848 

** No.cth India 2,305 2,521 2,517 2,561 2,594 2, 650 2,927 2,937 2,948 

*** so~:th India 3,909 6,976 9,498 10,829 10,879 10,887 10,894 10,902 10,905 

*<It~~ 
6;,214 9,499 12,015 13,390 13,473 13,537 All l.ndia 13,821 13,839 13,853 

_.......,.._~ ... -...----------------- ---- -----
{a) ,L."1cludi.ng west Dinajpur.;. 
(b) Including Cooch Behar. 

* Figures are provisional. 
*~ Including all tea growing areas in North India. 

*~* Including all tea growing areas in South India. 

**** di all t . i di Inclu ng . ea grow~ng areas n In a. 

source ~ Tea Statistics - 1990-91, fublished by Tea Board, Calcutta, p. 4. 

1989 

. -
102 

82 

163 

347 

848 

2,936 

10,920 

13,856 

* 1990 

102 

82 

163 

347 

848 

2,933 

10,928 

13,861 

N 
w 
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small size. The sizewise classification of the tea gardens in 

west Bengal, Assam and south India is given in Table 2.4. 

Table 2. 4 

Si~ewise classification of tea gardens 
1990 

(Figures in 
hectars) 

~-,..~~~~~-- ----- -----------
District/ Up to J:lbove #:Jove 
State/ 8.09 8.09 50 
Region hec- hectars hectars 

tares \..lP to and up 
50 to 100 
hectars hectars 

----------
Darjeeling 3 12 

Terai · 10 2 5 

Do oars 5 5 4 

west Bengal 15 10 21 

Assam Valley 12 61 90 

south India 10,488 188 43 

#:Jove 
100 
hectars 
and up 
to 200 
hectars 

36 

13 

13 

62 

136 

57 

Above #Jove Total 
200 400 
hectars hectars 
and up 
to 400 
hectars 

---------------------
31 

18 

47 

96 

186 

108 

7 

11 

83 

101 

203 

35 

89 

59 

157 

305 

688 

10,919 

---------------------------------
Note : The figures for tea estates will not tally with the no. of 

tea estates in Table 2.3 because of nonexistence/non-report
ing of the tea estates still being registered with tea board. 

Source 1 Tea Statistics - 1990-91, fublished by Tea Board, Calcutta, 
pp.lS-19. 

~e. 
lt can,..seen frcm the above table that 96 per cent of the 

estates in South India is of the size group of up to 8.90 hectars. 

33 per cent of the ·tea estates in west Bengal and 30 per cent .in 

Assam are of above 400 hectars. 
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2.3.2 Area under Tea ------------
The growth of. area under tea in different tea growing 

regions of India over the past 40 years, with 1951 as a base 

year, is present~d in Table 2.5 and Table 2.6. 

It catl be immediately seen frcro the table 2.5 and 2.6 

.that the increase in area under tea in west Bengal is much 

lower than that in Assam and also below the all India average 

except in Terai. The area under cultivation of tea in west 

Bengal rose by 27.13 per cent over a period of 40 years, 1951 

to 1990. i.e., 0"52 per cent annually. The increase is 47.98 

per cent i.e., one per cent annually in Assam and 31.47 per 

cent or 0.70 per cent annually in the whole of India during 

the same period~ 

The area under cul ti vat ion of tea in south India expanded 

at a very slow rate. The increase recorded is 10.71 per cent 

or 0.25 per cer:it annually over the period, ·1951 to 1990. 

In contrast to this, the area under cultivation in the 

Terai region rose by 58.83 per cent, i.e., 1.19 per cent 

annually over the same period of time. 

Data on annual grov..rth rate in area as shown in Table 2.6 

r-eveals that during the sub-period, 1971;_1980, the rate of 

greYwih<J regibns of 1ndia except in .CS.rjeeling ;;u1d South India. 

This is due to the depression of tea in international market, 



Table 2o 5 

Area under Tea in India-1951-1990 

District/ 
State/Region 

Do:Jars 

DarjeelJng 

Terai 

vlest Bengal 

Ass am Valley 

North India 
*: 

,, 

** South India 

*~*= 
All India 

------------------------------------------

. 1951 1961 1971 1981 1985 

---
54, 60 9 541 75 6 5 9,485 63,418 65,616 

16,569 18,605 18,245 19,239 19,804 

81402 9,344 10,769 11,314 1213 95 

79,580 82,705 88,499 93,971 98,015 

1,55,674 1,62,367 1,82, 325 2,03,038 2,15,117 

2,48,593 2,56, 928 2,82,729 3,09,066 3, 25,290 

68,247 24,301 73,787 74,5 63 73,676 

3,16,.840 3,31,229 3, 56,516 3,83,629 3,98,966 

---- -------------
~ Includes all tea growing areas in North India 
~* Includes all tea growing areas in South India 

*** Includes all tea growing areas in In.dia. 

Source : Appendix-I. 

1987 

66,422 

20,012 

13,096 

99,530 

2,25,783 

3,36,570 

74,765 

4,11,335 

{Figures in hect ars) 
---------

1990 

67,760 

20,065 

13,345 

l,Q1,170 

2,30,363 

3,41,004 

75 '55 9 

4,16,563 

--

% Increase 
over 1951 

24.00 

21.00 

58.83 

27.13 

47.98 

3 7.17 

10.71 

31.47 

-------------

N 
(j, 
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Table 2. 6 

Annual growth rate of area 
1951-1990 (in percentage) 

-----------------------------------------------------------
District/ 1951-'60 1961-'70 1971-'BO 1981-'90 1951-'90 
State/Region 

-------------·------·----------
Dooars 

Darjeeling 

Terai 

west Bengal 

Assam Valley 

North India 

South India 

All India 

-0.02 

1.14 

0.96 

0,.34 

0.40 

0.32 

0 .. 81 

0.43 

o.79 

-0-29 

1.48 

o.67 

1.04 

o.s7 

-0.04 

0.67 

0.54 

0.53 

0.64 

0.55 

Oo96 

o.so 

0.17 

0.67 

----------------- ·----------------------
source , Appendix-I. 

0.66 0.55 

0.42 0.49 

1.66 1.19 

. 0.74 o. 62 

1.27 1.00 

0.99 0.81 

0.13 0.26 

0.83 0.70 

---

prices fell down and many gardens were closed down. However, 

the position to sane extent was recovered in the next sub-pe-

riod i.e., 1981 to 1990. But app~ently the growt~ rate in 

area under the cultivation of tea in all tea growing regions 

of India is more or less stagnant and it was less than one 

per cent annually in every decade over the past ~0 years 

period 1951 to 1990. 

In short, when compared, the rate of expansion of area 

under the cu.lt;lvation of tea vlest Bengal lagged behind that 

of Assam and all India average. One Important reason for this 

poor rate of expansion possibly WAA the impact of the west 

Bengal Est ate Acquisition Act, 1953 under section 6 (3) of the 
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Act, a:.bout 29,000 hectares of land belonging to tea estates 

and constituting 29 per cent of the total area under tea 

cultiV'a:t;ion in the state was vested with the State Government. 

An: analysis of the seven year develo~ent plans suanitted by 

the tea gardens indicates that the estate are left with very 

little suitable land for the extension plantation. The 

estimated area currently available with the estates is as 

under : 

Area available under the cultivation of Tea 

------------·------------·-------------------------------~ 
'District Area available 

---------------------
A B A +B 

% to the current area 
under tea --------

A B A+ B ---- -------
Darjeeling 1360 1273 2633 7.0 6.0 13% 

Terai 868 836 1704 7.0 6.0 13% 

Dooars 3164 3659 6823 4.7 5.4 10% 

west Bengal 5392 5768 11160 5.4 5.8 11% 

------~ ~~---..--.. 

Note i A = Area inwnediately avail able. . 
B = :.:r:t~a that would be m.t.de available after r~:~clama

tion & development-
source : _i'l'ort:h Betlgal YellOI.v Pages, 1991, published by • BIROS 

£ YE ' J.=\i51Tc atTO?i"lJNisT<Yc'r, Sil igur i, p. 3 8. 

The growth of production of tea in different tea grO<o'ling 

'i:"e;lions at luella over the past <10 .:t·ears, 1951 to 1990 is 

P.t'li~sented in Table 2 ~ 8 and 2. 9. 



Table 2.8 

.Production of Tea in India 
1951-1990 

- --
District/ 1951 1961 1971 1981 1985 
State/Region 

.Dooar.s 63,994 66,898 80,840 100,251 121, 95 6 

Darjeeling 7,639 10,107 10,293 12,226 12,921 

Terai 6,376 9, 253 12,954 15,782 22,494 

west Bengal ~. 78,158 86,258 104,087 128,25 9 157,371 

Assam Valley 150,370 182,311 223, 665 305,130 352,538 

* ~orth India 233,525 273,305 332,331 437,790 514,295 

south India ** 51,874 81,092 103,137 122,637 141,867 

*** 65 6,162 All India 285,399 354,397 435,468 560,427 

---
* Includes all tea growing areas in North India. 

** Includes all tea growing areas in South India. 

*** Includes all tea growing areas in India. 

Source : Appendix I. 

(Quantity in thousand kg.) 

1987 1990 

116,229 114,124 

12,099 14,499 

21,289 21,130 

149,617 149,735 

363,739 388,181 

518,373 545,106 

14-6,878 175,232 

665,251 720,338 

-

%increase 
over 1951 

78.34 

84.96 

231.40 

91.58 

158~ 15 

133.43 

237.80 

15 2. 40 

---

N 
\0 



30 

Table 2.9 

Annual Growth Rate of .E>roduction 
1951-1990 ( in percentage) --- --

District/ 1951-'60 1961- 1 70 1971- 1 80 1981- 1 90 1951- I 90 
State/ Region 

---
Do oars -0.11 1.70 2.61 !".30 1.49 

Darjeeling 2.57 -0.05 2.11 1.72 1.59 

Terai 3.79 2.61 2.05 2.96 3.12 

west Bengal 0.99 1.61 2.50 1.56 1.68 

Assam Valley 1.94 1.52 3.00 2.44 2.46 

North India 1.56 1.50 2.61 2.22 2.20 

south India 4.57 2. 24 2.43 3.;63 3.17 . 

All India 2.19 1 .. 68 2.72 2.54 2.40 

--
source : Appendix I 

It can be seen frcm the above two tables that the produc-

tion of tea in west Bengal has moved up by 91.58 per cent, i.e., 

1.68 per cent annually over the last 40 years period, i.e., 

from 1951 to 1990. When compared, this growth rate with that of 

other tea growing regions of India, it is found that west Bengal 

lagged behind Assam, South India and also the all India average. 

The growth in production was recorded 158.15 per cent i.e., 

2.46 per cent annually in Assam and 152.40 per cent, i.e., 2.40 

per cent annually in the wQple of India over the same period of 

time~ 



31 

The tea gardens of south India recorded the highest rate 

of growth in production. It was 237.80 per cent, i.e., 3.17 

per cent annually over the period from 1951 to 1990. 

Although in respect of growth in production, west Bengal 

lagged behind P..ssam, South India and. all India average, Terai 

tea growing region hov.tever is ahead of Assam and all India 

average both in terms of absolute gro~vth and annual growth 

rate.in proo~ction, ~reduction of tea in the Terai rose by 

231.40 percent i.e., 3~72 per cent annually over the period, 

1951 to 1990.. This due to higher yi.eld rate in the Terai 

canpared to that J.n Assam and all India.. . 

The movement of the yield per hectare in different tea 

growing regions of India is presented in Table 2.10 and 2 .• 11. 

District/ 
State/Region 

Table 2 .. 10 

Average yield per hecta·:rz..e. (in kg.) 
1951-1990 -----·--------------

1951 1961 1971 1981 1985 1987 1990 % incre
ase over 
1951 

-----------------·----------------·----- ·-----------
Dooars 

Darjeeling 

Terai 

west Bengal 

Assam Valleyi: 

North India** 

All India*** 

1172 

473 

759 

982 

966 

939 

901 

1222 

543 

990 

1043 

1123 

1064 

1070 

1354 1581 1853 1750 

652 605 564 635 

1203 

1176 

1227 

1175 

_..1221 

1395 1815 

1365 1606 

1503 1631 

1416· 1576 

14-61 1641 

1626 

1503 

1611 

1540 

1617 

1684 

723 

1583 

1480 

1685 

1599. 

1729 

43.69 

52.85 

108.56 

50.71 

74.43 

70.29 

'1 I. 90 

----------------------------
-tt l..nc.l,u.Q.E;~ QJ.l tea growing areas in North India. 
111>* J:qc;).l,l_qe~ ~1 t.a.a growing q.reas in south India. 
~**' J.ncl.udes all tea growing areas in In eli a. 

Source : Appendix I 



Table 2.11 

Annual Growth Rate of Yield 
1951-1990 
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-----·-----------------·--------------------------------------------
District/ 
State/Region 

1951-';60 1961-'7o 1971-'80 1981-'90 1951- 1 90 

Dooars 

Darjeeling 

Terai 

west Bengal 

Assam Valley 

North India 

South India 

All India 

-0.09 

1.45 

1.47 

0.08 

0.07 

0.09 

3.29 

0.75 

----------
0.90 2 .. 05 

0.25 1.57 

1 .. 21 1.40 

0 .. 98 1.93 

0.;48 2.02 

0.63 2 .. 00 

2~28 2 .. 25 

1.00. 2.03 

0.63 0 .. 93 

1.31 1.09 

1.27 1.90 

0.81 1.06 

1.15 1.44 

0 .. 91 1.37 

3.49 2.90 

1 .. 70 1.69 

-------------------------------------------------------------
source ' Appendix I 

It can be immediately seen fran the above two tables that 

the yield rate in the Terai has recorded a modest rise. It 

rose by 108.5-6 per cent, i.e., 1,. 90 per cent a.llnually over the 

last ~0 ye.ars period fran 1951 to 1990. This growth rate of 

yield is above the all V<lest Bengal average, Assam and all India 

average but belvio>T ·tha south India a.vGrage~ The increase .in 

in west Bengal, 74.43 per cent i.e., 1.44 per cent annually 

in A.§§~m ~ud ~H. 90 per oent i .. e-, l. 59 pe.r cent annually in 
- .1' J• 

all India over the same period of time.~ 



In contrast to this, the yield rate in South India 

increased by 205.13 per cent, i.e., 2.90 per cent annually 

over the period 1951 to 1990. 
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Thus, a1 though area under the cultivation of tea in South 

India did not expand significantly, production growth rate 

recorded a modest rise because of higher yield rate compared 

to that of any other tea grov1ing regions of India .. 

2.4 ~ary 

The progress of tea industry in west Bengal during the 

post independence period is more or less stagnant. In respect 

of production of tea in west Bengal lagged behind other tea 

growing regions of India. Availability of land for extension 

of tea area in \'~est Bengal having been identified as a major 

constraint, it would not be out of place to mention tha;t the 

loss of planted areas in es·tates bordering rivers due to 

erosion is no less a ;;:>ignificant constraint and demands urgent 

preventive measures. ~breover, in view of the very percep-

tible changes in the climatic pattern and recurring phenome

non of draught in the Terai and Dooars regions, it is 

imperative to establish an irrigation grid through the 

~Qnnessing of numerous rivers and streams flowing through 
1';. 

the tea growing areas of North Bengal. 
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We have used the following fonnula to find out the annual 
growth rate of area under tea, production and yield per 
hectare. 

g = trf- 1·)-X-100-. -

Where, 
A = Value of variable 
p = \G-lue of variable 
n = Number of years. 

in 
in 

g = ccmpound annual rate 

final year. 
initial year. 

of growth (percentage). 


