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CHAPTER;_2 
THE STUDY AREA -NORTH BENGAL 

The present study area- North Bengal lies in the lap of northern part of West 

Bengal, comprising six districts - Darjiling, JalpaiGuri , Koch B~har, Uttar Dinajpur, 

Dakshin Dinajpur and Malda. It extends approximately from 24° 45 1 N to 27 ° 20 1 N 

· latitudinally and from 87° 45 1 E to 89°50 1 E longitudinally. The total area of the region 

is about 21859 sq. km. 

The northern part North Bengal belongs to· Sub Himalayan Zone while the 

southern part is built up of debris washed down from the Himalayan slopes especially 

through the rivers. Thus except northern fringe the entire region belongs to plains. The 

study area is drained by several rivers such as- the Teesta, the Torsha, the Jaldhaka, the 

Raidak, the Sankosh , the Mahananda, the Punarbhaba, the Atrai, the Kulik etc. The 

Sankosh River demarcates the En boundary of North Bengal. All of these rivers flow 

from the north to south direction. The climate of the study area is characterized by hot, 

humid and heavy rainfall al though in the northern hilly areas a cool climate prevails. The 

study area is also enriched with several distinctive species of fauna and flora. With an 

agrarian back ground most of the people of the region are engaged in primary sector. 

Due to lack of proper tertiary activities the number of people engaged in this sector is 

less. Thus, North Bengal with its rich natural endowments can provide region growth 

impulses through the promotion of tourism activity. 

PURPOSE OF THE STUD'V: 

The present study has been undertaken with the following objectives -

1. To assess the present ~tatus of tourism in different places ofNorth Bengal. 
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2. To study the impact of tourism on various aspects of the study area. 

3. To identify the major constraints of tourism in North Bengal and to suggest 

planning measures to promote tourism in the area. 

4. To trace out the prospect of tourism in the study area. 

HYPOTHESES: 

The present study embraces the following assumptions-

1. North Bengal with its rich natural and cultural endowments can provide 

regional growth impulses through the promotion of tourism. 

2. North Bengal can be placed on the world tourist map with sound marketing 

and management techniques that shall develop several growth centres, 

capable of feeding and rejuvenating the area. 

3. Tourism development has to be research based, appropriate and techno

logically sound to integrate with other sectors of regional economy; the 

contrary can be counter productive and likely to damage the resources. 
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METHODOLOGY: 

Methodology includes a series of actions or steps necessary to effectively carry out 

the research operations or problems and the desired sequencing of these steps. 

Methodology helps to develop disciplined thinking or a 'bent of mind' to observe the 

field objectively. It enables us to make intelligent decisions concerning problems facing 

us in practical life at different points of time. In fact it implies an objective, empirical, 

logical and systematic method. Here all these processes are interdependent. 

Before embarking on the details of research methodology it is appropriate to 

present a brief overview of the research process adopted for the present study -
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I) THE SELECTION AND FORMULATION OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM: 

The task of selection and formulating a research problem is a step of great importance in 

the present study. The topic of the present study is 'THE GROWTH AND PROSPECTS OF 
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TOURISM IN NORTH BENGAL' about which little is known. Moreover North Bengal with 

its rich natural and cultural endowments can provide regional growth impulses through 

the tourism activity. Tourism has greater relevance to society in the study area. Tourism 

being a lucrative economic activity can do a lot of good to the society of North Bengal. 

This is why such abovementioned topic has been selected. 

II) EXTENSIVE LITERATURE SURVEY: Once the topic is selected and formulated a brief 

summary of it has been written down known as Synopsis of the topic: For this purpose 

extensive literature survey connected with the topic has been carried out. In this case, the 

abstracting and indexing journals, govt. reports and published bibliographies have been 

studied. The conceptual literatures concerning the concepts and theories and the empirical 

literatures consisting of studies made earlier which are similar to the present topic have 

also been taken under consideration. 

III) FORMULATING HYPOTHESES: In order to make the present study problem explicit 

and in order to focus attention on its solution certain hypotheses have been contemplated. 

These hypotheses are the propositions or principles or conditions, which can be 

visualized, being based upon facts. Its role is to suggest explanations for certain facts, to 

guide in the investigation of others and to look forward to test its validity. Based on the 

priori thinking about the present subject, examination of the available data and material 

related to the study these hypotheses have been represented. 

IV) PREPARING THE RESEARCH DESIGN: Having been formulated the hypotheses a 

conceptual structure of the present work has been drawn known as Research Design. It is 

the explanation of the way in which selected means of obtaining information have been 
I 

organized and the reasoning leading to the selection. 
·' 

V) COLLECTING THE DATA: The collection of data for the present study involves two 

sources-
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i) Primary Sources: In case of primary data collection tourist surveys of 

different places within the study area have been conducted through interviews, 

questionnaire surveys for obtaining adequate information. Actual arrivals and departures 

of foreign internationals have been monitored at the airport, railway stations and at the 

Government Tourist Bureaus. Besides this, for obtaining information on socioeconomic 

impact of tourism sample surveys were carried out on the host of community. Apart from 

these, adequate interviews and discussions were conducted with official personnel, 

planners, decision makers, developers and tour operators to reflect the proper 

developmental plans, policies and future scenario of tourism of the study area. 

2) Secondary sources: Apart from the pnmary data sources, emphasis has 

been given on the proper published works, research-based data, census reports, district 

gazetteers, travelogues, government reports, articles, development plans, library work and 

on the monographs available on the region. Later the obtained facts have been collated, 

analyzed, mapped for the benefit of the study. 

VI) ANALYSIS OF DATA: The A vail able data obtained through the actual surveys and 

secondary sources . have been processed and analyzed by different cartographic and 

statistical techniques. Computation of statistical data has done with the help of computer. 

VII) INTERPRETATION AND REPORT WRITING: After the analysis of the collected 

data the whole facts have been interpreted and a report of the present study has been 

represented. This reflects various generalizations of the study. In fact the report is a brief 

statement of most significant facts that are necessary to understand the generalizations .. 

However, the writing of report has been carried out with great care keeping the view of 

the following-
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1) In its preliminary pages the report contains a title and a table of contents 

followed by preface, a list of tables and list of figures , photographs, 

abbreviations and glossary. 

2) The main text includes an introduction, summary of findings, the main report 

and a conclusion. 

3) At the end of the report appendices, references i.e. , list of books, journals, 

reports, articles etc, have been given. 

-:REPORT ORGANISATION:-

The present study of tourism in north Bengal has been divided into two broad 

Unit- 'A' embraces five chapters while the Unit 'B' covers four chapters. Within Unit

, A' , the first chapter deals with the conceptual background of geography of tourism and 

recreation. Analyzing tourism as applied geographic phenomenon, effort has been made 

to trace its history and growth in successive periods of time. Some significant 

contributions to this emerging field have also been touched upon. The second chapter 

begins within a brief introduction of the present study area-the North Bengal. The latter 

half of this chapter is related to purposes, hypotheses and methodology of the present 

study. 

The third chapter presents a geographical account of the study area. The fourth 

chapter explores a systematic detailed analysis of the origin, growth and development of 

tourism that has been blossomed in the six major districts of North Bengal. In fact, the 

entire chapter seeks to build a profile of origin, structural growth, tourist behaviour of 

North Bengal' s tourism in the background of the history and existing physio-socio

cultural-economic settings. At the eleventh hour of this chapter an attempt has been made 
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to classify the tourist resorts of the area. The chapter five is an attempt to study the .Eco

Tourism and Adventure Totirism, flourished in the study area. 

Unit-'B' has formed the remaining part of the present study report. Within· this Unit 

chapter six is an effort to highlight the present economic, social, cultural and ecological 

impacts of tourism on the study area. The seventh chapter is an overview of some of the 

problems of tourism faced by the study area. Based on the interplay between the demand 

and SJipply of tourist resources, proper planning and developmental programmes have 

been suggested at the end of this chapter. The chapter eight concludes with a detailed 

study of potential tourism nuclei .and the recent trends of tourism in the study area. Here 

proposed tourist circuits have also been included that are essential for the promotion. of 

tourism. 

Lastly, in the ninth chapter, a recapitulation of the entire report's discussion has 

been presented. References have been arranged alphabetically finally at the end of the 

report. The study report concludes with some appendices. 


