CRAPTER-I?

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES BEFORE INDEPENDENCE

a.1 AGRICULTURE

z.2 CRAFTS AND MANUFACTURE
wWeaving
CGoane and Boamboo Works
Potlery

Blacksmithy
Metal and Iveory Worke ,
Wood Carving and Corpentry
Other Acltivities
2.3 TRADE
Trode with Tibet and Bhutan
Trode with Burma
Trads with Assam
Trade FairsiForerunner of Market Econowmy

Aﬁ attempt is made in this Chapter &p describe ths waripus
economic activitiés practised by the hill people of &rwunachal which
had been developed, priory &0 independence, in reesponse fo  the
natural proceasses of ewvolution., [t has been pointed out in the
preceding Chapter that the process of integration, both eqanomic and

political, started with Independenme in 1947. While €he pace of

political integration was gsignificantly fast during the early years,

31



the same for economic integration was however, rather slow. The
latter only got amomenfum with fhe achievement of fhe former. Though

no specific criferia  have yet' beaen developed %o identify the

0}
e

particular ftime-peringd nce when a particular area may be said to

have been infegrated either poliftically or economically with the

other, we may oconsider 18685, the year of infroduction of
*mainstream® political gstructure through Panchayati Raj as the year

.of integration for Arunachal.

A good many of the f{ribes of Arunachal had been studied
systematically mainiy from aonthropological point of view prior to as
well ms &afteyr the poiitical integration of this ever isoiated
frontier tract with the India‘'s mainltand. These and other similar
tribe-gpecific ztudies aconducted elsewhers have 1ed to the
formulation and arystallization of the concept af "tribal
ecunomy“l--a generalised abstraction of the economic activities of
the tribes. But such formulsitions, theugﬁ helpful for academic

2
percepiion do RAardiy fit with the real life situation . In fact, the
process of ﬁrogressive integration of the tribal communities eithery
with their neighbﬁuring caste or olass societies has caused
significant variations within them in the spatio-femporal p{anea.
Moreover, the problem is further aggravated with the definition of
tribe itself. There is a gulf of conceptual difference betwéen the

tribes of administrative category largely classified on the basis of

socio-cul tural parameter54 and tribes of historical category



determined by the paraméters nf peiitical =2conomy. All these have
made it a remofe possibility fo arrive a2t any generalisation. It
mgy, however, be pointed out that much yei remainé to be worked out
of the process of transfa&matian bf the fribal {formations in human
history as ‘Marx and Engelis*® ﬂbseréations o pfe-capitalist epochs
rest on far less thorough study than Marx*s description and analysis

v

af capiialism‘s and =0 also of the later Harxists.

Coming %o the Arunachal scenario, any attempi to arrive st
any sort of generalisation under the caption ‘tiribal economy of
Arunachail' for B period while there were no =o-callied Arunachaless
as such, & we view to-day, may not go ungusstioning. To be more
specific, the territorial identity of the tribes af Arunachai is
glsoc = ﬁrnduct of the processes of integration with the indian
*mainstream®. Earlier to that‘communitarian identities with specific

geogrephical Ilocations prevalled whers tribel groups used to live in

relative isciation with their varied politico-socioc-sconomic

1]

strucstures and degrees of advancement.

A look into the following Table-2.1 and the map overleaf
will provide a rough idea about the multiplicitgy of the Arunachal
tfibal populatinn, as it prevailed in 19816.

In Table-2.1, we have oniy produced the break-up of

Arunachal tribal population following their large group identities.

The 1961 Census enlisted a3 many as a total »of 82 tribes andg



sub-tribes.

The Statisticai Outline of NEFA, 1564, has shown 84 tribes

and subtribes. In fmet, the tribeil identity in Arunachal is =till at

[

a state of flux with ever increassing new identities of tribes and

T -—
TABLE-Z. 1

Tribe-wise Distribution of Populaftion in Arunachal - 1881
L. No. Mame of Tribal Group Population
1. Adi 1,987,889
2. Aka 2,185
3. Apa Tani 1%, 949
4. Banzni 24,822
5. Bangro 1,575
=8 Batla (Nishi} 35,111
7. - Khoa (Buguni 6589
8. Khampti 2,689
9. Khamba 1,129
14, flembsa 2,487
1t. Miji (Dhammail 2, 144
12. Mikir 564
13. Hitl Miri 5,875
14, Mishmi _ 28,347
i5. Monpa : 21,882
i6. locte 18,363
17 . Sherdukpen i, 154
ig. : Singpho 583
19. : Sulung 1,519
2¢. Tangsa - 14,8489
21. . Wancho 23, 353
22, Yobin 81
Total e 2,987,573 _____
Source (NEFA  Admintstration,Statistical Outlineg of  NEFA, 1954, PP. 6-9.
Note:  This® totatl ‘of Arunachal tribal p opulation doag not tally with
the totat in 1OGL Census document,l. . ,North-East . Frontisr
Agency, Port-II A, ‘ Vol. XNIV. As par the Ltalter NEFA tribat

population was 204,740,

sub~tribes and their integration with and diffsrentiation from a

-

’ s 3 > ¢ LRt L3 - = > . 3
common axial identity .This number has again increased from 84 in
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1864 to 114 in 1871 and the whole gamut of the process of identy
agsartion, factors behind it, and its nature are yet to be studied

systematically.

However, in the sphere of production, wvwarious activities
from hunting and food-gathering to manufacturing had been practised
by most of the tribal communities with various degrees of intensity.
While the Sulungs were found to have eked ownt theiy subsistance
"mainly by hunting and gathering,vthe Aps Taniz had develaped Wet
Rice Cultivation {WRC) without any spectacular improvement in tools
of production, and the Khamptis were reported to have used ploughs

and animal power in their agriculture—— all these three phenomena
were reported to hawve co-2xisted even during the eariy years of

Independence. This example amply indicates the gravity of the

problem of generalisation.

in our discussion we shall freguently refer fto the tribal
specificities to substantiate the generalising trend, the style
which will bese abandaned gradﬁaiiy. it mey, howsver, be pointed out
that apért from sarly writings of the Briiish scholars, ethnographid
studies and other writings have been used as they had essentially
projected the stétic view of the society and economy of the past.
fhe District Gazetteers have also been used becauze aof their role as
the compiler of events of the past which have been weaved recently.

The whole discussion has conveniently been divided into three parts



comprising of agricultural activities in section-i, manufacturing in

tiea in gection-3. in describing the

-

saction-2 and of trading activi

traditional SConomy, a  special emphasis has hesan given to

manufacturing activities in order fto focwus the change in this sectar

that has taken place during the subseguenit decades of Independencs.

2.t AGRICULTURE

In the traditional tribal economy, agriculture oocupied
the central pasitian sqpplemented by forestry. Two distinctly
different agricultural practices, viz., fhum or shifting and seftled
cultivation, including both ferrace and we£ rice, had historically
evolved among the tftribal communities of Arunachal in respohse to the
nature of ftopographic and climatic factors. Communal e2fforfs that
came into being duriqg the hunting and gathering phase also

continued in many —ases in the labour intensive jhum life.

Mearly a century ageo, in 1887, R.B. Ho Cabe wisited the
Apaf Tani plateau and surprisingly noticed ‘*highly cultivated and
cartificially irrigated terraaes‘a which had been dewveloped in the
past immemorial. The ¥RC had also developed; as a natural sequences,
in the Basar ‘bowl* of present West Siang districtg. Traditionally
develaped Terrace Rice Culfivation (TRC}! was fowund among the Monpas
of"Tawang district and among thé Sherdukpens nf West - Kameng

19

disztrict”™ . In the Lower Subansiri district the Nishis residing in

the villages adjoining the Apa Tani platesu had also learat ths

I
ap)



Lcaornaomic dctiuities
' . . o e . . 11 e s . .
technigue of WRO from their neighbours™ " . The diffusion of superior
method of WRC had also wmade iaroad into the foothills of the
territory from the neigthuring plains. For instance, the HNishis in

. . . ~ .. . . 12
the foothills of the Lower Subansiri distriat

+ the Khamptis of
Lohif district and the Singphos of Changlang district had adopted

3

-+
i

WRC, perhaps from the adjoining plains of Aszam. The Hembas nf

i

West Siang district had also dewvweloped TRC. Buf, the builk of h
tribal communities used to practise jhum culfivation £ill the middle
of the ecenfury. The pasce of change {from shifting tn WRC/TRC was
limited by the geographical isolation, topographical difficulties,
and sécial immobility. The exact position regarding the area under
jhum and setftied ocultivation before the advent of  capitalist

fties could nnt be estimated .

peie

penetration during the f

Apart from the toppographic and climatic factors, abundance
of tland in this sparsely bopuiated ¥ast fract also helped in
perpetuating the jhuming oo a massive scale. In fact, fribal life in
Arunachal rotated, ior centuries, rousnd fhe jhouming activities
without any significanft change in their ianternati socio-economic

structures.

Every tribe had a definite habitation which was again
divided into =z number of hamisets or villages mostly organised along
3

cian ltines. The wiliagers, in meany casss, used. to wove from one

place to anciher within the village boundary alongwith the shift in

37



jhum plots. Thus jhum iife did neot allow fthem tn settie down in the
proper sense of ‘the term. The permanent seftiement in the hills

appears o hava starfed, inier glicg, along with the switch over from

jhum to settled cultivation.

in this jhum economy, the =xtent of area brought under
cu}tiuatiﬁn by a family in a particular year primarily depended upon
its =irs, i.8., the number of auai}abie working hands. The bigger
the famiiy s=sire, the larger the gres i1 couvid manage 1o cultivate.

fetting

“

As jbuming invoilved arducus task of clearing the jungles b

and burning of trees and bushes, digging or hoeing the land, =sowing

o+
oy

ye seeds, Fencing and guarding the crops -- & king oF divisian af
labour by =ex evolved in most of the tribai communities. 1t had been
t%e usuail praciice that the males used to perform all labour in
connection with felling of trees, burning and cliesring and therehy
making the field ready for sowing. fhen From sSowing to harvesting
--females were 1o play the key rois. During the periocd while crops
remained in the field, males had to look after them against the wild

animals and birds.

The women were valued in  sush }abnur—intensiué jhium
economy for both production and reprudu%tian. The institution of
polygyny was common, at ieast among the wealthier seciion, in most
af the jhﬁmia communities. As the marriage of & girl was viewed as

loss of working hand in her parent's fawmily, this loss was generally

e



compensated in the form of bride-price that the boy had to pay o

the family »n{f ihe irl., It was fthis bride-price which had reduced

[cX]

the practice o0f polygamy into virtual monogamy among the commoners
who hardly-cauid atford it. Polygamy was prevalent among the Nishis,
Mijis, Hill Miris, Khoas and the Tangsas. Among the Akas, Mishmis,
Khamptis, Singphos, Hoctes and Wanchos--monogamy was common but
there was no restriction on polygamy. The wealthier sections and the
Chiefs wusually toonk severél wives., A plurgtity onf wives used to
2nhance one’*s =zocial status., The Monpas, Sherdukpens, Apa Tanis,
Adizs and the Taging practised monogamy a5 2 rule and polygamy was
recognised only‘under some special circumstances. However, thougﬁ it
appears that a.shift from jhuming to settled culfivation had littile
direct correspondence with the switch over from polygamy to
MONOZAamYy, their evoiutinn and correlation reqguire much ocloser

attention.

Apart from Ffamily labour, the institution of sziavery was
guist prevalent among many of ifthe tribai communities in Arunachal
"The Akas, Mijis, Nishis, Adis, Khamptiis, and the Singphos depended
on the =slaves to a‘large extent for their agricultural activities

The possessiaon of a number of slaves, similar to the number of

wives, had been scounted ss 2 symbol of wealth and social status.

During ihe agricultural opeyrations, houssholds couid

mobilize the labour of the neighbours on the basis of reciprocity.

am



Different gystems nf reciprocal labour supply developed in different
communities. For example, among fthe dishis the reciﬁrocity principle
operated either in the form of Rey Yenam or Dorum Rey. in case of the
former, the family called for Rey Yenam had fto serve opung, L.e.,

beeyr, aft intervals during fthe workiag dav and a rice-meal to

e

all those whe participated in the work. _And it had been the
oblxga ion of the family &0 parfticipate in Rey Yenam called by any
of the parficipant family in turn. {q cas2 nf the latter, the tfamily
calling it had to provide enough apung during the whole of the
working day and in addifion it had fo serve a hot meal in the
evening comprised of meat. The 'famity had o Dbllga ion o
reciprocate in fturn for o Dorum Rey called by the responding
familie 514.

A& szmimilayr system of eciprocity, 1ilke Rey Yenam of the
Nighi=s, was alsc prevalent among the Apa Tanis practising setiled
cultivation. Haimendorf observed that Apa Tﬁni ‘*women often join
forces in the tediﬁug work of transplanting rice seedlings, & group
of four or five women working in turn on esch other'sz fieilds. No
payment is made for such mutual sssistance, but the pérsun an wnose

=

field the group works is expecied to provide a wmidday meal or at

.. . . . ib
leazt a fair amount nf rice-besr for the labourers* .

The deployment and organisation of labour based on mutusl

interest and reciprocity alsn reporfed to hsve preavailed among other

4g
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tribal communities as well. Buf ftheir communitarian specificities

need to be studied aft length.

Tha Apas Tanis dewvelaped a unigue system to ensure the

supply of ilabour for their rice economy. Haimendorf noted that ‘from

. . s : ig
childhood, every Apa Tani boy or girl belongs to a labour gang!

which was known as gaiang. Whenever a man needed extra working hand

for his agricultural opesrations, he used to invite his patang

fFriend

U]

to helyp in work, and in turn he had to work on their fields

while needed. He further noted :

Az a rule patang work tn turn on the flalds of thatipr
=

ma2mberst parents, and o man whosas |on or daugyhter haa
jotrwed o patang has thua 3 right N the asrvices of
the entire patang whenever _-his turn COMes. These
2@rVices are fres, axcapl that he has the obligation
to  provide the patarvy with a2 meal to be aglen It the
fields. But rich . men can - somstimes hirs 2 patang out
of turn tor wages and then thea hire g divided equally

amony all itz members .

Thus, the #Nishi system of Dorum Rey and the Apa Tani
system of deployment of patang agsinst wages may he viewed as the
rise of agriculiural labour or wage ltabour in the traditional tribat

economy that transocended the general principle aof reciprocity.

However, uniike the patang among the Apa Tanis, a kind of
dormitory Systeﬁ far the youth sxisted among soms tribes apparently
in response to war need in the then state of iniernecine tribal
war-farea. This dormitory system was alsc the tribal Way af

sociatization of the young members. The sxistence of dormitories for

both the boys as well as girls uwas ceported among the Sherdukpens,

1
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Adis, Khamptis, Singphos, Wanchos, Hoctes, and Tanssas. In some
cases this institution was found to be on fthe verge of extinction as

2

ance with fthe gradual fading away

3]

it was loosing much of its gignifi

0%

of inter-fribal hestilifty during the lasft century. AT peace fime,
dormitory manpower was fresated as a parft of common village'labour
which could be deployed for execution of works of common interests.
The wuse »nf this lébour power for fthe benefit of individual's
agricultural interesft and the role of this inatitutions in the

gaphere of production are yet fo be worked out in detail.

Jhuming was essentially a single culfivation of mixed
crops. The hill peopie used ftheir all purposive daoé or knives and
hoes either made DE bhamboo oy of iron as principal tools for their
agricultural operafions. The wuse of plough was aiso known o 2 few
tLribes practising esither TRC wor WREC. The Sherdukpens used a kind of

s s as : . : . . ., 18
primitive all-wood plough which was guitable only for soft soil .

g

The Monpas also knew the technique af pilough cultivation . But fhe
plough of the Khampftis was heavy and more developed. In each case
the plough cuoltivation came in associafion with the wuse of animal
power. Barring these faw, the wuse of plough was wunknown. Even the
Apa Tanis, who pracitised highly developed fransplanted WRE, did aot
use plqugh. While visiting the Apa Tani land in 1884, Crowe noticed
viron hoas apparently of (Earc—manufactureLﬁ. But they developed a

weli~-knift system of irvigation where sSfiream and river water were

channeltied in the fields through the bamboo tubes.
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With the help of +the above aentionsd {forms of iabour
organisation, technigues of cultivation and tools & eguipments, the
hill people wused fto produce paddy, peppsr, potato, milleit, maize and
pulses aé their major crops and ginger, chillies, garlic, groundnut,
gesamum, sugarcans, barley, jobstear, mustard and wvsrious other
species and wvegetables as their minor product. Dalton, in 1845,
noted that chief cfops 2f the Miris were *bobesa, or boksg dhont,

21 :
‘goon dhant or maize, yams, red pepper, anﬂ'tobacco . Butler, in
1847, reported thét the Mishmis produced ‘goom dhan', *‘Konee dhan',
yams and ‘aloos*® of several kinds. They also grew a small guantity

of opium, mainly for sale to the Singphos, cotton for manufacture of

“

Y
their own clothing and tobacco “. in 1855, Dalton observed that the

I

Adis cultivated rice, cotton, tobacco, maize, ginger, r=d pepper and

sugarcane. With these, in late years, they added the cultivation of

XJ

opium as well“”. Hesselmeyer, in 1888, reported about the Akas that

they produced rice, *‘Dofla—-Dhon' resembling milleft, vegetables sand
pulsesza. Cooper's comment about the Khamptis, in 1873, that ‘to
thelir induatfy Horthern Assam iz much indebted for the best rice and
vegetables, especially potatoes' reveals the prosperity of Khampti
agricu}turezs. Apart from high guality rice and potatos=s, the

T

Khamptis also had extensive poppy cultivation™ tike their Singpho

R

27

neighbours who had been the great opium-eaters .- Dun, io 1887,
ligted the HNishi-cropz that consisted of paddy, red pepper, yams,

. . o . . 28
pumpkins, poppies, sesamum, Zhal, Indian corn, tobacee and rhea .

Vhite vigiting Tawang in 1814, Newvwil noted that land along the river

43



banks were “excepiionally well tilled® Apart from barley, the
principai crbp 2f the HMonpas, ‘large guantities of wheat, ricse

: . , 248
beans, peas, maize, onionsa, chillies, dal and garlic were grown® .

Tribes pracitising jhumming cosld hardily grow sufficient

ot

2n

P
-

food-stuffi needed {for their sustenance and hence o spme e
depended on Assam plains for the supply of rice. The procurement of
rice was ons of the main objectives of the predatory raids of the
villages in the plaing by the hill tribes. During the British rule,
this mode éf procurement changed {from faid to trade. Alfthough a
jhumia tribe might not . bhe self-sufficient in _food, but
self-sufficiency and surplus at the wvwillage oy family ievéi could
ot be ruled owt. Howewvwer, tribes 1like fhe Apsa -Tanis and the
Khamptis, who developed transplanfted WRC, had some 'surplus in
agricul tural produce, parfticularly in rice.

The aystem of distyibation and circulation ot thes
agricultural produce varied with the ~variation ef social and
political institutions and local ocustoms and conventions that had
been developed differently by different tribat ocommunities. For
example, the Khamptis developed the institution of chieftainship
similar to the HNoctes, Wanchos and the Singphos, having some
elements of centricity. The agriculture produces of a wvillage were
kept centrally in public store houses builft on thé river bank so és

tn be near water in caze pf {fire. The village Chief wused o look

*

after thevsystem 0f redistribution abouf which Cooper had presented

a4
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a brief acountag. Unlike the redistribution pattern found in anciasnt
Indian villageaai the Khampti-sy=stem involved distribution of
foodgrains from the central stores on day to day basis. ‘The Chiefs!
man of business' used to attend at one of these storehouses st evary
day break to distribute paddy to the households of ithe village. A
member from =ach house used to attend to receive the same. The
principle of proportionaliity had been employed in redistribution.
Each and every family seemed to have received according to its daily

need. The surplus produces wers 2ent to market and the returns were

distributed gro rgic among the different houses by the Chief.

The communitiss whers thers were 0o central
Sacia;political institution hut.basically ofganiseﬁ undsr the joint
famiiy system also usumlly followed the redistributive method in
cazse of the distributiaon of ag?icuitural producge. For example, the
Nishis ‘had no central village ievel institution but their large
cscale practise of poilygyny had resulted in jﬁint family system among
many of them. Three to Ffour generatinns of family members, TE to 166
in number, used to iive iﬁ & house. Suth‘a long house might well be
called as house-community with wife or dauvghiter-in-law centred
nuclear as well Bz molecular families each having its own hearth.

Mishra noted the redigt?ibuﬁiﬁe aystem of agricultural producs of

2

. Yos . 2
guch families where Lthe produces were stored in a2 . common granary .

Generally, =2ither fthe eldest or the youngest of the co-wives looked

after the redistribution of grains trom granary for daily

45



consumption. All the separate hearths used to get accoording to their
need. While the major part of their stored produce Qas used for the
cansqmptinn i the families over the_year, é portion was spent for
making doung, and for the meal to the uworkers uwho jaineé in the Rey

Yenam or Dorum Rey in favour of the household. A third part used to

"y

ga to different easts and functions . invalving the whols
house-community, the village, and clan, and similariy, a fourth part
was spent for ceremonial or ritval fessts on occasions like birth,
marriage, illness and death aof & memher. Finally, with the resaping
of the next ocrop, the essarlier surplus, if any, was disposed Ffor
barter. ‘

Thu=s, the tribal sconomies were, by and large, based on
the principle of reciprocity in regard to services and the system
nf redistribution in regard to the distribution of sagriculiural

=

producsa.

Next to agriculture, forestry hed been the major source of
livelihood. Az we have referred earlier, the tribes like Sulung did

completely depend on the forests for their susbkbsistence. The others

E
g

also had to look to this mlternative source in cmse of crop Fallur

or in times of scarcity. Forest products had been the major sriicies
of +trade of the hill people in relation to the people in the
neighbouring countries. In the absence of any source for metals,

househotd articles warheads, and construction materials--all were

derived from the bamboos, canes and timbers that grow abandantly in



their surroundings.

Apart from agriculture and faorest, animai rearing had also
been universally practised by the tribail people. They primasrily
valued their ﬂattieg as & sSsource of meat of which they were fond of.
But except the Khamptisz and the Sherdubkpens, none of them used
animé) power in their agricuiture., Dwue to theair transferability,

animals were often used 82 a medium of inter-tribal exchange. In

e
|

trade betwesen the Apa Tanis and ithe Nishiz, the latter ussed

d

0}

procure rice from the former in exchange nf mithans, a5 domesticat

by

nimal highly walued by the tribals for its mesat. Pigs and fowls

nt catfties a

D

0]

were used in case of smaller transactions. This us
medium of exchange had made them the symbnls of status and richness.
Hunting the animals into tThe deep forests had been an imporfant work
for the men and a gond hunter was respected and regarded by the
co-villagers. Besides hunting, fishing was also not unknown £o then.

Usually, fishing was done in the sfreams, rivuolets, and rivers over

v

llagers* ¢

e

which the v ght was recognised by their neighbours.

g

.2 CRAFTS AND MANUFACTURE

Atong with agriculture and allied activities, some crafts
had afsu developed in almost =m11 of the isoclated tribal communities
barring a few. The main purpose of producing craft articles was to
fulfil family demand as in agriculture. Later on, it>deve}apeﬂ as

3 4

tie=s, o the principal =amotiviity of

(=5

subgidiary, in sSome ocommun
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agriculture. Unlike early caste societies of the Indian plaing, no
permanent Dccupatioﬁa{ clagsses were, however, formed. In fact, the
materidl condifion for the formation of such classes» remained
immature mainty due_ta twe reasons, wvwiz., the nature of tonls snd
equipments which W2re, 50 £ speak, primitive, unfit for
considerable surplus production, and the insulation of the &ribal
communitiez due to topographical considerations. #Horeover, these
handicraft activities alzo involved great uncertainties due £o the
scarcity of raw materials on fhe one hand and irregularifties in
exchange on the ofther. Those who had earned skiils in énw craft
generally work aft hom2 on the raw materials supplied by customer
himself. Also sometimes the artisan himself used fto move to 3ome
other villége, and, in such cases, he was mainfained and paid by the
family worked forf Thiszs phenomenon may well be interpreted as the
embryo - of the étDEESE ni  social division af labour between
agriéuiture and manufacturs. However, though iy ocomplete social
divisian4D£ iaboﬁr did emerge expliciftly, the division of family
labour was distinct, well-def ined, and‘ developed fo itz full
maturity--in both agriculture and industry. So far the handicrafts
were concerned, Qomen had been acting as the sole architect of
weaving from time  immemorial in all the €ribal communities in
Arﬁnachai Pradesh where if had been practised. They were, indeed, as
it were, the tailqr—bird of a4runachal, alwayé busy £o dress up their
naked pempfe.

Among the traditional handicrafts, special mention may be
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made of (i} weaving, {(ii} cans and bamboo works, (iii} pottery, (iw)
blacksmithy; (v} metal and idory works; and {(vi} wond carving and
carpentry. Apart from these, manufacturing nof salft from brine wells,
paper, and tea on a small scale were also practised. Needless to
mention that the manufacture of rice-beer and other home beverages
were widely practised. In the following paragraphs an activity-wise
narration of manufacturing acfivities af the fribes of Arunachal

have been presented.

WEAVING

Almost ail the major &tribes precitised, fto zome exient or

2

other, wesving, the widespread houseshold industry in Arunachal.

Everywherse it was the sxciusive business of the women. This feature

among the upland societies resemblied its counterpart in the Assam

[

plain. The Report of Administration of Horth-East India (1831-22)

observwed

The waaving of cotton cloth i3 vary genarally
practised as & home tndustry by YOS in thez A33am
vallsy. Wedaving FNOTIY thez AS3ANESS forme | part of el
girts® education and of 3 Woman s ordinary housshotd
duties, ard tn tormer timeasg the WOmMan genarally mada
theair 17231 clothes, and thwrant tha  wen a3 watl e
The fill tribeg, however, genarallty spin thetr oun
cotton., Among tham wedving g OSSUP iLes wmueh, the LTy

poaitton a3 ln the Assam Valley., .. .

inlike the Assamese, people of the hills of Arunachal used
very simple, portable, reedless loom where ‘the actual weaving is
el

done with a3 bambon tube throw-shuttle « Scanty supply of raw

materials was one of fthe main factors of retardation of this
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industry. Cotton-cultivation was main;y limited to a2 few aresas of
the large fract and was practised by fhe Nishis, Adis and Mishmis.
While bulk of the cotton yarn was imported from the plaina, wools
genarally came from Tibet. Besides woel and cobton same‘ i the
tribes used bark-fibres extracted from trees like wudol?, pude and
wen, Different types of naturaf dyes were ussd by different
tribal groups for printing their clothes. Influence of Assamese,
Bhutaness, Tibestzn and Burmesese style and textile design was feit in
the adjoining aress of Arunachal, even though no decisive conclusion
cén be made of either diffusion or evolution at this etatge of our

enguiry.

The similarity of Tibetan and Bhutsnese =zstyile and design
was especialily mearked in the Monpa loom. HMonpe women wove with wool,
cotton and bark fibre from the rhea nivea, shawls, sashes, cocats, a
wide varisty of bags, ‘the bogres used as & sort of knapsack' and
& < . ’ H 435 3

tapes for ftying round hats or securing boots . UYnlike the f#onpas,
the Sherdukpen women did nof work in wool but used only cotfton ang

36 .
e, which was woven

54

plant fibre. Their two main products were

7 . 38a
with fibres of hongchong plant, and daun made of cotton threads .

L

Both the Monpas and Sherdukpens used cotion threads of Assam plain
and the former procured wools eifther from Tibet or Bhutan. The Akas,
Buguns and the ﬂijis,lneighbouring to them, did nof have any oculf of
weaving and hence largely depended on them and Assam plain £or the

. 20
supply of their chthesBa.

mn
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Quite a large amount of cotton was grown by the Hisghis
especially in the vallieys of the Panior and Palin but paradoxically
Nishi women were not a3 good weaver as their Apa Tanl counterpart

. .. . 49 . .
and a substantial part was bartered with the lattey ~. Hishi womsn

wove in both cotton az well a8z Pudu plant - fibres to produce

blanketa, skirta, loin cloths and waist bands.

They wused natural dyes which were extracted from jungle
creepers and certain ‘plants--black from Kukhi41,red from tamin
cresper and green from ungu plant-—-to colour their yarn used for
borderse. What they produce barely satisfied their home damand.
Naturslly wvery often they put on readymade garments of the
neighbouring Ape Tanis, the most advanced weaver of this territpry.
Elwin observed -- ®*it was & common practice for Apa Tani girls to

3
houses for a time to do their weaving for them“& .

5y

stay in Dafla =
Apa Tanis had sucoessfully combined the resources of the Nishis and
their =skill to produce their heavy cotton fabrias. Apa Tani women
alsa‘ worked in wool obtained from Bhutia blankets to weave
cergmnnial shawla, coats and o embreider cotton clnthQQ. They
usually extracted red dye from manjeet and black from vango
ieaveaas. Not only the WMishis, Hill Miris also largely depended an
the Apa Tanis for their clothes. Unlike the Nishis, Hill Miris ﬁad
no tradition of wéaving and due to their close association with the
plains, they procur=sd their clothes either from the plains-ar from

the Apa Tanis in the hills. Somese of them also wore Tibetan oclothes

=N
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which appears fo come through Bhutiya traders. The Tagins, similar
to the Hill Miris, did neot weave. They imported Tibetan long woollen

coats for use.

The Adis used to cultivate gotton in their jhum fields
along with other producss in the ‘neighbourhood of Pasighat' and
3 3 ‘46 3 i 3

throughout northern Siang « Adi women worked in ecotton, wool,

goat's halr and in combination of &s1i these raw materials. They aiso

dax?l trees. Dalton noted that *‘the

o+
o
'-th
)
v}
3
[0
3]
£

wove in fibres exftracte
dfeas nf the men consists primarily nof a loin-cloth made of the bark
of the udal tree‘4?. Those who residing in the vicinity of ths Assanm
plain usually imported coleoured cotton from the plain to manufacture
their ocoloured cozits, the special Adi variety. Unlike Ape Tanie,
Adis were not self-sufficient>in c}othes; They often procured Mishmi
caats; especialily manufsctured by the Iduy Mishmi group. Very oftan
the wealthy section wore Tibetan cloaﬁs, a status symbol. While
visiting the Adi country during 1828s Wilcox obserwved : ®AIl the
more wealthy Aborsaa have cloaks of Thibestan Woéllens; indeed scarce
a man is sesen amongst them without some article of the manufacture

of Thibet“ag.

The Mishmis had =arned & great reputaticn in weaving. in
fact, they were specially noted for their having to some extent
commercial notion and making weesving commerciatly vieble. They grew

cotton on & small-sgale in the neighbourhood of Roing and imported

iy
Fi
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cotton yvarn from Assam plain and wonl from Tibet . Mishmi women

wove in cotton, woal, plant {fibres nf different kinds especially
rhea nivea and human hair to .produce varieties of clothes that
include loin and waist cloths, aprons, sleeveless coats, jackets,
skirts, scarves, embroidered bodies, shawla, =sashes, bands, belts
and bags. Gf these Mishmi coat had a3 wide markef among the Adis, and

other products were bartered at Saikhwa market in the Assam plain as

wall as adioining Tibetan region. To guoie Elwin @

Idus too are axcellent waavers and one of their bast
products iz the  black war-coat. This i3 WOVIBT with %
mixturs =1 cotton, bark-fibre and human hatlr and s
said to be strong ernough to turn asids a hostils
UAPPDW . Thea ordlnary black-coats with T3 ' Amazing

voriaty of designs find a ready market among the Adis
of Standg., agpeciatly h Lhei north—-sastarn vatleya, to
whizh large quantities are exported .

Unlike nthers, Khamptis used relatively larger loom which
enable them tc produce lungi, a special Khampti product E. Elwin
aobserved that the ‘*Ehampti vwomen are excesdingly industrious, =spin,
weavea, dyes snd embroider, and can themselves maks up &1 that they
wear . ApBrt from Lungi, Khampti loom supplied ‘elaborately worked
bags', embroidered hair bands, belts, jacket, sashes, plain cloth,
‘and other pretty fhings. The upper secfion offten used Burmssa palso
made of silk which, it appears, represented @heit hizgher posiftion in
the socisky .

Bingpho weaving had also sarned much reputatiﬁn. Théy grew

cotton, though insufficient to feed their loom=, in their land. A
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butk of yarn was also imported from +the plains. Singphn women
produced salmost all the necessary clothes both fng themselves and
their men. Their important products consizted of furbang, hand bags,
waist bands, women's skirts of different wvarieties, e.g., wmikhen
gukang, wmuthat pokang and mukily  pokang; and men's  lungis  of
diffarent designs, e.g., gatep, bamboo and pachang . The varieties
were the product of mainly the different combinations of dyes which
they extracted f{from jungie trees and plants, e.g., ‘a kind of
indign* from rom and yellow from the ront of Xhal ¥hiew areeper .
Similayr to the Singpheos, Tangsas also grew coftton on a small-scale,
spun, dyed and wove their clothes. Tangsa women mainly produced
handeags, skirta  and lungis of dJdifferent patfterns. Both ®fthe

Singpho and Tangsa women are experts in making ceremeonial costumes,

which show their artistry and gskill in weaving. They weave a type of

57
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water-proof which is very durable® ..

Among the Wancheos weaving was resfricted only to the women

-
il

sy s . . -
families~--a communifty ftradition . They

4

associated with the chiefs

produced cotion biankets, sashes, bags besides their dresses.

Next to wemving is the cans and bamboo works practised
throughout the tract by every households in almost all the tribes.
Arunachal forestis, characterised by heavy rainfall and temperate

climate, are rich in bamboos. Cane is also grown in slmost svery



forest areas and especially in eastern hills of the territory. This

[xl

abundance has made them common bhjec to  be s ed for the
construction of dwellings, furniture, utensils and other necessaries
of daily life. In fact, the fribal communitiss ofkﬂrunachai, with
limited use of metal and almost absence of pottery, depended heavily
ot bamboer and ca2ane as  the only raw-materials o make ftheir
implements, weapons and arficles of ever?day life. From bamboos and
canes, they made their bows and arrows -- their only long range
weapons, =sSpears, dibbles, weaving equipmenta, fishing and hunting
traps, war helmefzs (i.e. hatal, digging sticks =tc. 0f household
)
articles and uftensils mention may be made of baskets, mats, cans
belts, cane tools, wmoras, handies of daos, swords, and gspades,
smoking pipes, combs etec., chungas or bamboo tubes wused as water
container, mugs, 3sSpoons, plates, L{rays, jugs, tea cups esic. Even
articles of adornment like rain coats, armlefs, women's head—band;

cane rings etc. were also made of bamboos and canes.

This weraft waz practized in such a wide scale that sven
the Akas, Mijiz and Buguns, who developed no other crafi, practised
it extensively. The HMonpas, Sherdukpens, HNishisz, Apa Tanizs, Hill
Miriz, Adis, HMishmis, Noctes, wancﬁoa and Tangsas -- almost all the
tribal communities did fine work in cane and bamboo. The art of the
different communities in this ecraft, it appears, was manifested
mainiy in the shape, style and baskefry of their hat. Every £ribs,

those who make their own hats, had ifts own pattern which was quite



|
distinct <from thaft of the others. Another object that deserves

special wmention is the cane suspension bridge of the Adis and
ttishmizs. The Adiz built over 58F feef long cans bridge over fhe

_£8
T

Dibang rive . Similerly, %the Mishmees, like Aborz [i.e. Adi=sl,

are most skilful in the construction of cane bridges; which they

G&
throw across rivers of eighty yards breadth® .
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Paottery was also deueiapéﬂ, though &8t 8 narrow socpise, in
gsome tribal communities of Arﬁnachal. The two main hindrances to the
developm%nt of this w«raft, as identified by Elwin, were @
unzuitability of clay and substitutibility of cane & bamboo oraft.
To guote Elwin : *Poitery is rare, partiy bescause the clay is not
suitable in moat places End partly heceause in the past the people

&

have bheen acoustomsd to use the very large and Fine bamboos that

. . : 61
grow abundantly in their neighbourhoed, for almosf every purpose® .

Howsoever small might be the scale of operation, the Monpas, Membas,

i1

Ehémbas, Apa Tanis, HWishis, Adis, Hocies and Wanchos practiced if.
Similar to weaving, this craft was alsp esxclusively in the hands of
women who, being unaware of the use onf wheel, followed their crude
indigenbug proces=s of deying and baking lumps of clay to make their
sarthen pofts. Apart {from ware wvessels, the HMonpas, Khambas and
Membas wused to make images of the Lord Buddha out nf clay. The Apa
Tanis made toys and the Wanchons skuvli containers. In some cases the

wares wers also wused as medium of exchange. Among the Apa Tanis,



practice of pottery was restricted only to certain elans. Haimendorf

had noted *four Wurd clans of the village of Michi-Bamin' associated

R [ =254 : . )
with this c¢craft . Apa Tanis also purchased wares from Nishi

villages in exchange of rice. In the Nocte aresa, they 2iso had sone

1

trade in wares wiith their neighbours. in the Adi country, there were

also a few ‘centres of a brisk pottery trade' on the banks of Siang

1

: bt , 53
and Kaking rivers ~.

tlost of the wmajor tribes had develapead blacksmithy and
produced their oun WEAPONS, implements and other household tools.
Tribal smiths worked in iron rodé which were brought from Assam
plain and Tibet as well. Generally the customers had to suppiy their

ng to their

X
e

own metsl to be worked by the creafismen accor
preferences. Craftsmen generalily used very crude ftools iike & lump
of =tone &as an anvil and a rude hammer. The Monpa and Memba

iron-szmiths not only worked Ffor their ocwn communities, =wven they

[

often came down From the gxtreme northern border to work far the

othersﬁa. The MNishi iron—smitﬁs were skilled in smelting and

casting. They made dao=s, knives eta. and had earned a great

reputation. Some of them also work in silver. Sukla observed :

Their profassional skilt glves these craftsmen a,
spacial status. Thay ars known by nama over wide
Ar3AS. Péopl.e come  to an ironsmith'a house or wvorkahop
for bartaring fowls or ceraals with daos g knives
or, they calt the stlver smith to their houses to
maks ornamsants tike the hao . He is offerad food,
shzlter arud hogpitatity, arnd the paoplse within the

house attend to his. needs aagarly 30 that he may do
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his bast, wWhen bhe had finigshed his work, he (s patd on
the spot bafore -hiz  departurs. Poymant s in  the form
of meaat, baar, daos, beads and plga. = The articles nade

oy a stlvsrsmith 4107 rewsmbered 1 X3 have zen made oy

him for wvears

The Adis were al=o expert in this arsft. They produced
small knives, daos, swords, spears, arrow-heads, metal pipes,
charms, girdle disas and beyop plates. Apa Tani ;miths even produced
irﬁn Bracetets used as ornaments, éuiung zmiths werse aiﬁa regarded
as good as atheré. The Akas usualily manufactured their own &rmﬂland
other implements. The #Mishmis had their own blacksmiths who made
daos, knives, arraw-heads, fire-stands, pot stands ete. The farges
of the Hoctes, Tangsas and Wanchos éupplied dans--the <common
mul tipurpose tribal tool, iron scrapers, spearheads, spades and
bangles. Singphos were renowned smiths and produced dans which wefe
g;eatly valued all over the ftract for their gualiity and durability.
In the Khampti society, members .ﬁf the uppér strata wusually

theries. They, like other communities,

e

practised various kinds of sm
made their own weapons and implements but ftheir f{forges were
specially renowned for ornaments and iveory works which we shall

discugas next.

Apart from iron, some of the tribes worked in brass,

silver and gold beside bone and ivory mainly to produce ornaments

iy
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Economic 4
for their women. HMetals were generally obtained fraom Tibet and
Assam. Tribal craftsmen used tﬁ‘work with their simple tonls, for
example, hammer, punch, chisel, scissora, tongs, anvil, iroan file,
iron gauge, compass, iron bar ete.; charcoal and certain minerals
wera used for making 4crucibles and sSolutions {for wwashing the
“finished prodixcts. The Monpas and - Sherdukpens, though not
traditional silver-smiths, had learnt the art of silversmithy and
pracfised it at swmall scale. They commonly used Beiang, 3 Tibetan
silver coin, for making ornaments which was available in their area.
Bhutiya fradersa, who freguenitly wvisited the Monpa and Sherdukpen
areas, acted as the source of both pure and German silwveyr which they

-

procured from kKalimpong. Their artisans produced odacs, ocups,
. 86 R . . _ . ' ,

ornaments, pins etc . Since there were no silver-smiths among the

Akas, HMijis and Khowvas, they ususlily purchased ornaments Ffrom the

Monpa and Sherdukpen=z. The Sulungs worked in brass to manufactiurs

ornament=z, pipes snd sacred bells.

Mizhi =ilver smwmiths =&alszo madse brass ornaments, dishes,

sacred bells and silver smoking pipe not only for their own

product of the Adi mefal-workers was the beyop disca7. Adi smiths

[0}

also worked for the Mishmis, a3 the latter had neo silver-smiths
among them. The famous Mishmi silver tobacco-pipes were made by the

Gallongs. Thes Mishmis practised = little iveory work. Uniike others,

Khamptis had sSarned a great reputation in both ivory and metal
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works., 1t is worthy o guote Dalton®s observations about the Khampti
smithies; he wrote
The prissts in their hours of relaxation amuss
themaalves by oarving itry wood, o ar Lyvary, it whiah
Pl Ao rars Seryant T vkl m {varey [ AP I ~F
) Ay = A1 TEAMTL V. ENR] \\\‘u!-l‘-\ol\:’ VS LV ALV D o2 8
YIAPONS they evinces araat sktilt, taste, and fecundity
of tnwantion, cdarving in high rabial twisted anabesa,
P tantolate =] o~ e v b v vey bin -~ v tovbal o cremy bas
AL 'sh‘sv( 12 oAb AN L RV RL-2Y WIJVIAD LR O wLLY A ) TRAL LR LT AtV
and gracefulness of design. i
I is customary {or thae chisis also o smploy
themaelves in usetul andd ornamentat arts. They work
(A3 yotd, silver, vl LEot, fopys thesie S WSAPONS ard
maks their wives® jswals. Thay alzss monufaciure
ambogzed shtatds of puffato or - rhinoceros hide,

gitding and locgusring tham with skitl and tasts

‘Though Arunachal forests are rich in wocﬁs, use of wopd in
househonld articles is rare, because of the absence of conducive
development of the tools and eguipments among fhe peoples of the
entire frontier tract. A few tribal communities had carpeniters who
worked, with their primitive tools, non-commercially and mainly to
mest their household demand. The availability of cane and bambon in
the nearby forests wmight have diséouraged this e¢craft as it is
believed to have happened in case of poftitery. Few of fhe Monpas and
Sherdukpens practised ecarpentry amd made doors, wall shelves,
banches, wooden saddles, small tables, boxes, bowis, ocups, plates,
zsaucers eta.-~-all of which represented their orude workmanship.

Similar %o fthese f{wo westernmosf tribes, fhe easternmost Hootes,

Wanchos and Tangsas also had some carpenters among them. However,
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work in wopd in thé form of wood-carving was much popolar, and was
practised as a part of culifure by a number of commpnities, mainty
among the Buddhizf f{ribes. The HMNonpas and Sherdukpens prodoced
different kinds of masks, and painted them differently with calour
which they obtained either from Assam plain ﬂr‘frgm Tibet, for their
gpncial and feiigimus fe=sfivals. The Khambas, Membas asnd Buguns also
carved wooden @masks., The latter‘s was fhe imiftation of the
Sherdukpens. The Khémptis made praiseworthy images of Lord Buddha by

carving wond. They were equally fond of masks in their ceremonial
dances. The Singphos algo had a little work in wood car?ing.
However, the chief centre of wood carving was the Wancho area. Among
the‘wanchas, “this wood carving®, a3 observed by Elwin, "may be
considered under three main heads--connected respectiveiy with:
head-hunting, the decoration of fthe morungs or men‘s communal
houses, and the {funerary images erecited for warriors and other
important _persans“ﬁg. Genernlly the imagses pf different animals,
e.g., dog=s, =iephants, mankeys, tigers etae., besring different
implications &and important Thighlights of trihet life, E. .,

T
warrionrs, dancing couple ete. were ifaken up for carwving .

OTHER ACTIVITIES -

Apart from the foregoing orafts, a §fsw mors arts and

practised by the local people

[
“
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non-agricultursal economic act
of Arunschal which deserve to be mentioned, &are the paper-making

craft of the HMonpes, brewing done by almost every tribe, tea

o
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manufacturing of the Singphos and salt manufacturing of fthe Hoctes.
A few families of the Honpas produced a kind 2¢f hand-made paper
using ioecal materials. They obiained the reguired pulp from a free
. . - 71 ~
which is locally known as Sukso ~. Generally these coarze papers
were used by the Lamas (pf Tawang Honastry) for their correspondence
' - 72 . . : .

and religious books . Brewing is another widespread household
activity throughout the frontier fract. It was done from rice,
millet and tapioca and, among the tribss of central =2one, was known
a=s "Apong®, & cheap rice heer.

A

The Singphos produced tesa from the wild tes plants that

grow 1in their wvicinity and wvere sccustamed in taking it as thel

i

favourite beverage. Their indigencus mode of +tea production is

descyribed well by Robinson. He noted that @

Ths voungy and tender Lecves are first pluckad and
drisd in tha aun; by soma thay are axposed altarnately
Lo the night dews, and the heat af the sun for three

EWELE T IRV days; whilst by athers thesy e st into
flat hot PaAns arvd [A¥E ﬁe-;i albout Lty Guites dry, This
done thse leaves are placed in thse thollow of a bamboo,
ared  deiven fiemly Awn by means af a4 atialk, the bamboo
balng ot the =sawme tlae bald in the et ot a3 fire,

whan Fegtl, the ands of the bamhoos are tied It with
teaves, and then hung wup in  placses wheare they may be
axpogad o the amoke of the fira. Thus prepared, the

€
tea g said to keep good for years .

Lastly, the Hoctes uwused to  produouce s3alts from the
brine-wells and salft-springs in their areas by a process  of

heatingTa Salt was the most scarce commodity and highly demanded in

21
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this land-locked frontier ftraci. Before the importation of salit from
putside, Hocte-salt had a wide market not only in the easternmost

part of the hills, buft even in fhe north-sasztern plains of Assam.

2.3 TRADE

The goods and articles which could not be produced locally
or, even if produced, were not sufficient, were gensrally procured
either through raid or by itrade. Rald as & means of procurement of
gcarce articles had undoubitedly preceded trade in the histary of
mankind. The process of civilization saw a gradual replacement of
the former by the latter?s. Though, what happend in the antiguity in
our frontier went unrecorded, throughout the recorded history of
about one and half ﬁentury, the hill people wers reported to have
engaged in both the raid and trade.

The frontisyr people had trade relations with the= peopls of

I}

neighbouring Himalayan =tates of Tiket, Bhutan and Burma on the one

hand, and Brahmapuitra vailsey 1In the =2outh on the other.

TRADE WITH TIBET AND BHUTAN

The ftrading intercourse of fthe frontier tribez wifih Tibet
had in many aspecfs important bearing in shaping the socio-sconomic
life in the hills of Arunachal. The Miéhmis, Monpas, thambas,
ﬂembaé, Apa Tanis, Adis =and HNizhis--all these tribes were in touch

with Tibetan merchandise, directly or indirectty. Captain #Hichell

83



EFErmrnmm?s —~ d—oF 3939
PR LR RV W LY SV V) PR A

noted in 1883 that *‘fhe tlishmis carry on a large ftrade in ftita, =a

vagetable poison in e2xchange for which they obtain swords, woollen

cloths and salt from the people of the Lama uaiiey‘?b. Eariier to
Michell, Mishmis* trade with Tibet during the nineteenth century was
elaborately highlighted by Cooper, who fried in wvain twice to

-
£

: 77 ’
explore India-Tibet-China +frade rsoute . Griffith ~, an English

1

botanist engaged in promoting ftea-plantation in £f£he Brahmaputra
valley, and Rubinson79, an educationist of thé Gauhati Government
Seminary have silso given same aécaunt af the same. In later yegars,
Mesdham, who worked as Assistant Folitical Dfficer in Sadiys and as
one of ths earliest aduisers to Government on tribal sffairs during
1882 to 1845, also added a ot of information in this regardaﬁ,
These accounts revealed} that Rima had been the cenfre of ifrade
between the Tibetans and the Mishmis. The Tibetans used to come down
uptn Rima while the Mishmis uzed to go there following fthe Walong
and Kibithix route. Both Qalong in Mishmi hills and Rima in Tibet
were developed as two blg centres of barter frade. The Zakhrings angd
Meyors in the upper Lohit were largely engaged a3 intermediaries in
trade between the Tibefans and Mishmis as they were positioned in
between them. The HMishmizs in Emra valley had direct trade link with
the Tibetans. They were regular w#isifors o the wviliage Mipi
{Tibet}, while the Tibetans used fto pay freguent vizsits to Chindro
Village of the Mishmis. In this Mishmi Tibetan trade, generaliy ik
{(Poisoni, gathewan {an adoriforous root), maenjeetl (madderi, leelq,

animal hides, musk, and dyed cloths were exchanged for Tibetan



cattle, brass pipes, gongs, copper vessels, wonl, <loth, salt, tea,
garments and Tibetan sword. Needham reported that | during
Anglo-Mishmi war, Mishmis also procured war-heads like gun, pistols

and powder from Tibetsl.

The Adis also had a ‘coneiderable trading intercourse with
the Tihetans. The Boris, Bolkars and the Minyongs--different Adi

sub-tribgs--used to play the rale of intermediaries in Adi-Tibhetan

{

trade. They used f0o exchange raw hi&es, chillies, {amens (a3 cresper
used for dyeingl, mithuns, pigs and spears for Tibetan wonllen
cloth, raw wonl, swords, eab—rings, brass bangles, iron, utensils,
cattlie, bead necklace, silver ornément, SOoOpper pan, brass pipe, and

above all, salt.

Tribes living in  the western part aof the frontier
maintained not only commercial intercourse with Tibet from long past
but =siso barrowed religious ideaz and cultures from the noble
aficient Tibetan ocivilization. Through this part passed the Famous
trade rouits to Tibest from Assam, i.=., Tawang route. More i=s yet to
be known of this route that had once led to prosperous trade between
Assam and Tibet. The tribes inhabiting in this part were under
strong Tibetan influence. The KEhampas, Monpas, Sherdukpens, and
Bangros had direat saccess to Tibetan markét and they had bezn
intermedliaries in trade betwesen Aszam and Tihet ss weill as betwesn

Tibet and the other fraontier tribes iiving southwards to them. Lamb

55



observed the imporftant role of the Khampas, a smalil Buddhist ftribe

i

bordering Tibet, in the carrying trade across Himalaya in which

Tibetan sait and silver was brought down in exchange for rice, iron

82

and =ik’ . Heimendorf noted that ths Bangroz and Has also acted as
middlemen in Tibetan trade. Tibetan goods used fto pass through them
to the HNishiz, Hill Miris and other tribes in the uper Kamla valiesy.
Tribes of the Hgmia and Sipi regions used to =sxchange hides, cane
ropes, madder and oiher dyes for Tihetan woollen cloths, ornaments,
" bell-metal plates, swords and sa}tga.The Monpas, who until 1858 had
besen under Tibetan rule84, and the Sﬁerdukpens aizo had played a
long role of middlemen in trade betwsen Assam and Tiket., While they
ugsed to go to Tibetan trading marts during the SUMmMmET whan the
pazses were open, they ususitiy visited Assam plains during winter.
Produces like chillies, wvegetable dyss such as madder, peaches,
handmads papar and huakeﬂ_rice were Ltraded for Tibetan =salt, wool

: . : 85
and churel (a hard, cheese-like milk-produce) .

Apart from thesse tribes who had dirsct {rade tink with
Tiket, 2 numbear of others also had Indirect link and were very much
accustomed to Tibetan merchandise. The Apa Tanis, MNishis and Hill
Miris highly valued Tibetan erticles of arnaments, oclothes,utensils,

and articles of rituals and worships.

in 1944, Haimendorf observed that ‘though the Apa Tanis

have no direct contact with Tibetans, they use a good many articles



of Tibetan origin which reach them by devious routes through their
Dafla and Miri neighboursae. The position of Tibetan articles in the:
Apa Tani socciety and their association with Ape Tani customs and
traditioﬁ have 1ed Haimendorf to conjecture of the existence of
direct link of the Apa Tanis with Tibet in the long past87. Similar
observatinonsg were also made by him in case of the NishisBE.He
noticed that bo#h the Tibefan and Assamese economic influence
pverlapped among the Hill Miris. Those who lived in the lower Kamla
region and bordering A33am plaing were under Agsamese economic

influence and Miris living north to tfthem were under Tibetan economic

e
influence8 .

Though the infiluence of Tibhetan sconomy upon the tribes of
Arunachal and the nature and relationse of exchange betwsen them that
existed before independence have not yet been systematically
studied, socme of the available information that have been presented
above, no doubt, indiuate strong economic ties betwsen the peopis

scross the present Indo-Tibet border.

Apart from the 1indirect trade between Assam and Tibet
through the frontier tribes, there had also been some direct trade

and communication between them. In 1837 M'aoeh reportsed :

During the flourishing pariod of the Assam dynasty, W
are informed, that the kings of Assam wars in the
habit of sanding prasants to arand Lama; ana that a

Balv R s AFE RN consiating of about 20 pacpla antwally
resortad from Lassa to the Assam frontier: and

87



Economic Actiuities

transactad merchandiss Lo oL ey conatderabls aAmsunt
with the ASsamsse. The Thibatans took up thaiy
guartara at o placse catted Chound, twro months Journey
fram Lassa H A ths ASSAMSSS, it Geganshur, o Pz

milas distant from it Ths trads al ths former
consisted of silver in buliton to noarty a takh of
rupaes, andg a Large guantity of rock aalt. Thia thay
sxchangsd wilh the Aszamsess for rice, sitk, loc, and
other produce of B 3 rgat; but thias traude had for ANy

veora baen digscontinued .
The cause of deacline of thiz trade wasz ascribed by
Femberton to the destabilired political situation during the reign
of laiter Ahom kings and the uncertalnties cropping up in the wake of
. . b1 ‘ . -
the Burmese invasion . Thus, when the British took over Assam,

there were no direct commercial linkage between Asszsam and Tibet. And

the only way to =sxplare Tibetan markets for British manufactures was

e

ntermediaries--an obijective ithat was=

2
pursued by the Company in ifts frontier trade po{icys“. Unlike

through the froantier tribal

Tibetan trade, trade with Bhutan appsars o have been limited to

some pockets of western parf of Arunschal alone. The Bhutanese trade

]

mostly consisted of articles pf Tibetan eorigin. Buif since fthe people

nf western Arunachal noft only had direct access f£o Tibetan market

but also shared sthnic and religious affinities with the Tibetans in

3

large meagureg + the Bhptanese trade never figured prominently in
Arunachal frontier. A Ffew articles of Bhutanese origin having
popularity among the frontier tribes rather found thelir entry into
Arunachal through Tibet. Halmendorf aobserved that ‘Tonga', & kind of
coarse woollen cloth of Bhutansese origin, vwhich was greatly valued
by the Apa Tanis, used to reach them- via the Nishi and Miri

. . . g4
intermediaries R
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Tribes living in the essternmost part of +the frontier
developed some trade relations with the people of Burma across the
Patkoi range. The common racial affinities and history of the

: , ; c s : . s 85
Singphos and Khamptis living on both sides of Patkoi range worked
behind this development of mustual trade across the present
Indo-Burma border. Though the extent of early cross-country frade
across the Patkeoi range is not as voluminous as trade with Tibet,
but the frade rpute connecting Sadiya, Hookang wvalley, HMogang and

. PR -1
Bhamno went upfo Ava and also Yunan in south-west China”™ . Beyond
Sadiya, all these Burmese trade centres in general and Bhamo in
particular were regularly visited by the Chinese traders. Hence, the
route affracted much atftention from fthe Britishers who wanted to
explore Chinese market for British manufactures through Assam~-Burma

L
trade route across the Patkoi ranges7.

Frontier people, parfticularly the Singphos had developed a
lucrative trade in rubber apnd opium wifh the Burmese. The total
amount of rubber collected and sold in 1884-85 were about ig, 808
mounds, acecording to one estimation, o0of which only about 2,388
mounds came to Assam and the rest wenik to Mogang, Bhamo and Kendet
in BurmagB.There were a number of agents operating in and arcund the
Fraﬁtier, in places =such as Bisa, Higtu, Samaon, Etﬂ.; from where
rubber was collected from the frontier people and sent to Calcutta

an . X .
for processing . This brisk trade in rubber was reported to have



declined during fthe closing years nf nineteenth ecentury due to
recurrant unscientific and uneconomical ftapping of the trees that
made them barren to meet the growiog demandigg. Anpther important
items of trade of the Singphos was opium for which they are very
fond of. This opium trade was mainly carried with the Kachins of
Upper Burmalgi.

Apart from rubber and opium, frontier tribes of present
Tirap and Changlang districts of Arunachal ussd to go to Bhamo tao
procure Burms dans, iron implements, fishing nets, Spears,
penknives, &and Burmess garmentg -in exchange of their handloom

ig2

products, tea leawves, salt, beads etc Wileconx*s survey during

i 8 revealed the u3e of Chinese, Tibetan asnd Burmese goods by

™ r
25-

fat

]

the Khamptis and the buffer role in Burman trade of some of fthe

tribes bordering th

4]
D

astern part of +the {frontier in relation to
their counterpart in the foothills and also peopls Df‘ASSBM. He
reported of a Mishmi Chief who was in the habit of frading with the
Khampti ocountry on the {rrawaddy‘lgB. The main article Lthat the
Mishmis wused to export was dacs or knives. These knives were
reported to have been made by the Kanangs, a dependent tribe of the
Khamptis, whn then sold them to fthe Singphos in ifts naive form. The
latter wused to pass fthem o the #Miju HMishmis after {fitting the
handles and sheaths in ek;hange for cloth, muskpods and opium. The
Mijus then brought these knives, inter oliz, to the Barkhampti land

in Burma by 2ascending fthe valley of the Ghalum Ti and crossing the

snow oovered mountains of the watershed in the basin of western
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from the ‘capital

alzo noted periodical markets at different places

Burmese and Chinese fram Yunan and Shan
185
trade .

Assamess,

barter In 1848, & Christian miszionary,

reported extensive trading contacts of the HNoctes

and Chineaelgs.

TRADE WITH ASSAM

The tribes living in the foothills,

hills Arunachal had exchange relations with

of

Brahmaputra valley for centuries.

Ahoms did little to articulate it in any meaningfuai

hence they left no appreciable scocounts of hill-plains
the Company who did first notice the prospect of baoth

and Ffrontier trade in the hills of narth-east.

A few trading spots had been developsd along

of western parf of the frontier which were known as

duars were the passes through which the hill peopl=

the plains for frading and other purposes.

the Kariapara duar. Charduar (Four pases), Chaiduar

Duayr (Nine passes) etc. Bulk of

through these duars.
af different British

Reports and writings

i —
states

valleys
the

But dus to their feudal

us

fsix

the Assam trade with Tibet

. Captein Hannay, in course of his tour during 1835-36,
of Ava to the Amber Mines of the Hookong VYalley',

in Burma where the

carried on

fiiies Bronson,

Wwith thes Burmese

and southern
people of

vision the

direction and

trade. 1t was

aross-country

O

the foothiills

ad

Important among them were

passes}), Na

flowed

administrators



and explorers like Welsh, Boiley, Robinson, Pémberton, ' Cosh,
Wileox, Dalton, Beresford, Cooper, Gray, etc., ecnntained waluable
but fragmentarx information on the early frontier trade. In 1784,
Captain Welsh, in his report to the Secretary to» Government,
srillzted the articles imported to Assam from her neighbouring
north-eastern frontier. [t noted the supply of ocooper, entton,
spring salt and fir ftrees from fthe sastern confines of Sadiya. From
fhe northern confinez the Daflas (Hishis}) used to supply manjest,
long pepper, ginger and mithun; the Miriz brought copper, manjeest
and ouks to the Assam plain. And the Bhutias {tribes bordering
Bhutan 11ike the Monpas and Sherdukpens were often referred as
Bhutias by the early British authors) supplied muék, blankets,
cowtails, ponies, rock salt and different kinds of embroidered cloth

(«‘
and silk1&7.

The main articles of exchange of +the hill tribes
constituted of forest products, for example, Aka rubber, Hishi
manjeet, Micshmi teets, Singpho asnd Tangsa rubber and ivory, HNocte
salt, Adi and Miri pepper, madder wax and musk; ete. The main
articles of import of the frontiser tTribes consisted of =alt.
Assamese cloth, beads, cotton, dried fish, tobacoco  and other
necessities. Tribes playing the intermediary role in trade between
Assam and Tibet used ito purchase mainly lac, raw and manufactured
Aszam =ilk, brass, copper and rice for which there ha& been a good
demand in Tibet. And in turn, they importsd Tibetsn blankets,

ponies, gold, specie and rock salt which had market in the Assam

plains.

)
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Thus, Tibet and Assam ftrade of the Arunachalese were amore
importanf than their Burmese and Bhutanese counterpart. Again,
except Tibetan rocksalt, trade with Tibet largely wconsisted of

lukxuries while the same with Assam was confined mostly to

necessities.

In order to tap the trans-Himalayan trade potential
through the tribal iIntermediaries of the frontier, the Britishers
had developed inter alia, a number of annual trade fairs along the

ned the

hl

foothills on the one hand and had successfully lessz
ethnocentric trade barriers srising out of inter-tribal or
intra-tribal rivalries by establishing political supremacy on the
‘other. As a result, a significant shift appears to have taken place
in the direction of trade. The transborder trade in the late years
of nineteenth century was increassingtly being replaced by frontier
trade following the British frontier ocommercial policy and the

development of the Brahmaputra valley.

»
TAIRS ! FORERUNNER OF MARKET ECCONDMY

In 1833, Lt. Rutherford started ‘a mart at UYdalguri in the
Darrang District in hopezs of attracting merchants from Tibef and
from the hills‘igs. A fair used to be held at Kariaparaduar during
the Ahom rule, which was di=zcontinued during Burmess ooccupation of

Agsam. Lt. Rutherford who was in charge of Darrang had revived it at

Udalguri. In 1837, the suthoritiez at Fort William ssked its Agent

e



in the HNorth-East Frontier to arrange 2 similar mart at E;a.r.ii.ya“j .

But it was nnt before 1867 that Sadiya fair Was
organizad . Similarly, Doimara fair was also recrganised. From the
sixties of the la=zt century these fairs became more or less regular

and played =& orucial role in inten

]

ifying esconomic and non-economic
exchanges between hills and plains. We .haue, comparatively,. more
informatian about the nature and extent of +trade in these trade
fairs. Early Administrative Annual Reports, Assam District
Gazetissers, Reports on Early Trade in Assam, Aszam Secretarist
Records=s, Hunter's Statistiasal Account of Assam -- amll these =ources
provide recorded fécta and figures on these annual trade fairs.

The following polnts are worth-mentioning from sll such
availabie onbservations for the second half of the last and the First

.

ne presant century.

r

decade of t

{it Tribes living in the western part of the frontier l1ike
the Akas, Monpas, Sherdukpens, Nishis &and Miris were regular
vizitaore &t Udalguri, Doimars, Chardusr, Darrang, Subenithata and
Ghasrapars fairs. Tibetans wvere also reported fo .haue visited
Udalguri fair for which they used to come down through Dhansi?i pass
using Amratol-Udalguri rauteiii. In the eastern part, a&all the major
tribes like the Adig, Mishmis, Singphos and Khamptis used to come to
Sadiya. |

{ii} The articles of exporits of +the hill +tribes in

mara fairs generally consisted of animals and animal

e

Udalguri and Do

Fa



products ltike pony, sheep, dog, yaks tail, musk, etc.; and forest
products like lac, garlie, dye, walnukt, orange, madder, wax, and
rubber; craff products like blanket and bag; agricultural products
like chilly, onion, spice, etc. and gold and salt. However, their
imports from the fairs was made of agricultural products like paddy,
rice, ocotton, betel leaf, betel nut, tobacecon, and rape szeed; craft
products like ootton and eri thread, cotfnn c{pth, brasspot,
bell-metal pot, bar iron, efc. Apart from these, dried fish and salt

were also important items of import.

Simitarly export of the hill tribes in Sadiya fair
consisted of a few animal products like elephant tusk, ivory and
rhinoceros horns; forest products like wmishmi-teefta, rubber, wax,
honey, and ftimber; cratftt goods like Adi-cloth, Mishmi-cioth, spear,
dao, knive, basket, and bag; they alsn occasionally brought rice and
amber for sale. Their imporft mainly consisted of manufactures like
gri-ecloth, iron utensils, zsitver ornaments, musliin, bell-metal
plates, ifea, sugar, Di{,:tobacco cambric, cup efc. Apart-from these,

opium, salt and cattle also highly figured in the list.

{iii} Merchants from the plains, particularly the Marwaris
whp contrpiled the whole internal trade Df Assam and were
collaborators of EBritish capital and infterest, used to attend these
fairs with their me;chandise. Products like rubber, mishmi-festa,

ivory, tac, and wax had B goond demand for them, which were sent

75



abrnad through Calcutta.

{iv} Transactions in these fairs toock place in terms of
both cash and kind. A vear-wise account of import into and export
from Assam for the vears 1878 to 1885 revealed erratic fluctuations
in trade in &ail the important fairs of Udalguri, DLoimarsa, and
Sadiya. preuar, the aggregate of total impaort and export in all
these three important fairs for the period (1B76-1885) exibited =
trade surplus in favour of the hill people. For example, total
imports of Assam was HRs. 1,86,878 in 1876, Rs. 1,682,888 in 1877, Rs=s.
1,368,588 in 188B&, Rs. 1,922,861 in 1883 and Rs. 1,54,66% in 1885
againﬁt'tuial exporte of Rs,., ?5,823, Rs. 45,553, R;. 52,828, Rs.
1,117,431 and Rs. 1,34,7%9 respectivel&iia. This trade surplus was
primarily adue to the gnld and other preciocities that had been
brought for sale by the ftribes against their own purchase of
necessities., Thuz, this trade defilcift of Assam had been instrumental

in monetising the hills in the early years.

{vj] The Harwari frader3 at Sadlya were reported &0 have
advanced large amount of money to the hill tribes on account of
J
rubber and other hill products which they redeemed when the ftribals
' . . 114 X . .
came down on their annual visit o plain . In fact fthe articles of
sxchange of fthe hill people had been changed in fthe later years
following the demand of the fraderz in plains. The indirect effect

of capitalist market forces, thus, played an -importanft role in

reshaping the supply from forest-based fribal economy of the hills.
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{vi} These annual ftrade fairs largely penetrated into the
life in the hills. The extent of dependence of the hill people on
the trade in plains could be understood from the fact that the
Britishers very offten resorted fo blockade -Df the entry of the
tribes as a measure of punishment. In several occasions, the hostile
tribes, who even could not be won with military power, responded
favourably fto such banlls.

Thus, the hill men‘s trade with the British Indisn empire
viza the Brahmapuitra vailley was acoslersated by the establishment of
annual trade fairs which in turn helped the process of replacement
of raid by itrade. Moreogver, the ethﬁnﬂcentric trade barriers appears
to have basen greatly reduced so much so that ‘*a party of Tibetans
from Rima used the Sadiya route to Calcutta for the first time for

118
trade purposes in 1829-21°* .

v

Howevar, these flourizhing annual fairs began to deciine

, . . . . 117 . S .
from the twenties of this Century . beveral factors were there

behingd it.

M

i) In . responss to inacreasing nead for fraguent
transactions and inkteractions, a numberlof waekly hats or markets
had come into =2xistence along the foothills. As the dependance of
the hill people on the trade in plains increased, fthe annual fairs
had become an interval too long to meet the need of the hill people
who as a resulif started visiting the weekly marfs instead of waiting
for the fair.

{ii) With the growth of population in the Brahmaputra



valley, a number of urban centres and urban agglomerations came into
existence along or near fthe {fonthills onn both banks of the
Brahmaputra, e.g., Norith Lakhimpur, Harmofti, Tezpur, HMangaldoi,
Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Margherita, HNaharkatiya, Namrup and Sadiya.
Mozt nf these centres provided daily or weekly marketing facilities,
and annual trade fairs began becoming irrelavant.

(i

i

i} The growth of Pasighat as an administrativwe centre
beyond the Inner Line largely rgduced the importance of Sadiya fair.

| (iv} The advancement of fthe plains traders especially of
the Marwaris in some places beyond the Inner Line and/establishment
of regular trade relations by them with the frontisr people also
reduced o a2 large sxtent the necessity of the hill people to come
down for the annual fairs. Generally the British administration
izsued passes to the willing traders fto establish shops beyond the
Inner Line. During 1884 %o 1887 a total of 71 passes had been issued
by the Political 8fficer at Sadiyalla. &3 this passes were walid
onnly for three months, many of the Marwari traders having shops

heyond the Inner Line had to take such passes twice or thrice in a

YEar.

{w} Eith'the invention of artificial rubber, large saale
import of cheap Bengal =2a3lti, development of communication, growth of
tea indusiry and trade and commerce in the valley-- the oid order of
hitl-plains frade wers changed. Salt and ponies had been tLhe

principal articles of exchange for the Tibetans. But large scale

=)
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itmport of cheap Bengal =alft competed oput the Tibefan vrockaslit {(as
well as spring salf of the Noctes)!. The development of transport and
communication in the wvalley alsoc made the trade in ponnies
redundant. Az a resulft, Tibetans lost the incentives nf such trade
and their attendance was greatly reduced. Invention of artificial
rubber also jeopardized the once lucrative rubber frade of the hill
people. With the growth of tea indusiry, woond-based indusftry came as
an ancillary which in turn caused a fillip to timber tradelig. The
exploitationn of pefroleum in the wvalley had broughit the demand for
wax down as it couid now be produced as by products.

The gradual penetration of tﬁe colonial-capitalist economy
into the hills since fhe second half of the ninefeenth century had

~

begun %o r=duce the earlier *distance trade' into *local trade'. In
addition, the abolition nf slawvery {(though not at full scalel)
encroachment of plain lands for tea plantations, creation of ressrve
forests, ban on head-hunting, measures ftaken to bring aﬁ 2nd of the
internecine inter-fribal feuds, and the prmvfsion nf security for
the safe movement of different tribes fo the marts and trading fairs
in the British oncoupied ferrifory --aill these jnintly had weakened
the very EDundatioﬁ of the stagnant economic basis of the ftribal
communities of Arunachal. 0f these, abolition of slavery no doubt
hit hard a number of tribes who used to employ slaves at a large
scale for ftheir égriculturai operatinns. Naturally this sector

cost of the arts and crafts, and

]

demanded much attention at th

labour, spent for arts and crafts, was redirected to serve the needs
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of agriculture. The arf of woond carving was intimately associated
with the customs, hightiy 2steemad among sSome tribes, of
head-hunting. With the abolition of the latter, the uarge to cling fo

121. Establishment of

this arf was also lonosing ifts justification
annual ftrade fairs at different spots along the foothills and shops
inside the Inneyr Line had made ready-made and miil-made Dlufhes
available to the people of the hills. This, in absence ‘uf any
development schemes, became a disincentive for the local lvooms. The
British policy of conciliation and persuasion, geftflement of
amicabie relationship through the introduction of posa and above ali
the presence of ‘great* British power at the door--all these had
viptually forced an end o the era of conflicting *tiftle* powers of
the small tribal communities. As the inter-tribal feuds were
gradually coming f£o an end, the air of peace and trénéuility began
to blow in fhe hills, and the urge o produce war materials, e;g.,
war-helmet, war coat efc., was also disappearing. #Horeover, there
are reasons to believe that'the political turmﬁit in Tibet and the
fluctuation in the Tibetan policy pnf British India from time‘tﬂ time
might also have adversely affected both the supply of raw materials
from and demand for NEFA ﬁroducts in Tibet. The cumulative effects
of all these change initiated by the external {forces gradually
eroded the age-old sconomic base of the ftribal communities in fthis
frontier tract as had happend in otheyr parts of India. The arts and

craftzs of the tribes, following fthe general socio-sconomic frend,

fared egually badly during the later years of the partial and loose

(=2%]



colonial regime leading to greater dependence on the plains.

Before oconcluding fthis Chapter, 1if needs %o be observed
that the catallactic triad of trade, money and markeif did not emerge
in these traditional tribal =sconomies of Arunachal, and transactions
were made in fterms of aguivalancies. In mosft cases, eguivalancies
were get by social customs and conventionns. These were, by and
large, independent of fthe wvariation in demand and supply. A4As a
regult, the market defined by ‘demand-supply- price ﬁeahaniam‘ did
not, in ths t}ue sensa2 of the term, evolve. Rather, a number of
market places came into existence in the outskirt nf the frontier
which were seasonally visited by fthe ftrading parfies. In the absence
of a common medium of exchange, like money, multiplicity of mediums,
for different tribes as welll as for different kinds of transactions
within a single tribe, were in use.

This =scenario, hageuer, began ito change =ince the middie
of the ninsteenth century with the e=atablishment of trade fairs, and
extension of market network into the hiitls by the plains tradercs,
With the change in the old order of the hill plains trade, hill

products were gradusl iy brought under market machanism. The

eguivalancies, particularly in externsl trade, became oscillatory

i

with the fluctuvations of the market. For example, he nill people
used to sxchange salt for rice in their trade with the plains. ¥ith

the importation of Bengal salt into and sxportation of rice from the

g1



Ermmrmmmms — —~F a1y Y o
At A | AR L L FRL VL VIR VR VS " VI VL Wl
valley, fhe exchange rate came down from 15:1 to 8:%1 {(rice for salt}

in 1886, 6:1 in 1887 and {further decliined fte 4:1 in the next

128 s . . : . .
Year « Money, that made in-road into the hills in the form of
FPosza, portarage and other transactions, was mainly used for external
trade and thet too remained restricted to certain sections only. The

internal transactions were, by &and large, oaarried out through

barter. Ho separate economic institutions had apparently been

it

ions were moce akin i)

r+

forma

[ty
]
]
e
i

evoluved and the triba

anthropolagi=stts ‘stetus society'.  In fret, economy in such  an

insulaeted kinship based tribal community was embedded in its

anaio-palitical processes.



Economic Aciiv
NOTES & REFERENCES
1. The following construct L on of “tribal sconomy” by
K.s. sitngh may be noted :

Ecohomy of the tribs is (o1 projection of tribal
soctaty, a response to the acosystam in which it (=1
placed, itta function at production and diastribution
ars governed by the bhonds of  kinship within  or hatween
tfamtliiea, claas arnd kindread. Productior K= based on
t e sxplotiation of the PEISOUrSSa Loaally e edaily
availabls with the srude technology targaly for
congumption. Fawmily 2 the untt of produation, with -
tittle spaclalization ared diviston ot takour Iz yrond
that based on Sex and age. Distributiosn of goods i3
ragulated by the aonatderationa of reciprocity. The
tdeal state of primitive 2Conomy is thus describad as
zaltf-sufficient though at [ subaistanca level,
non-asquisitive, non—machine and Nnot—-monetary . 8.
gingh, tady, Econonies af e Tribes et their
Trans formation, 1982, Concept Publishing Company,

Maew Delhi, gp. wvii-wiiil.

af. Barun D and Mripen Bandyopadhyay, An Approach
to the Sty ot f Tribal Eoonomy in Indiat, in .S,
Singh, =i, THLL, pp. B6-14,

C. von Furer-Haitmandorf, “The posttion of the Tribal
Fopulations in Modbern Tndia”, [R23 Philip Maaon, daddy,
India and Ceylon 1 Unity and Diversity, aesh,
Owtford Uni,.veve.i.ty FPresas, London, pp. 182 - 222.

As par tha Article 34711, of tha Constitution of
Invdia, the President LoTGY spaaify, aftap consutting
with GaVvernors, the “tribes and ribatl communitiss ar
parts of or groups within tribes or tribal
Sommunities: to b thes gcheduled Tribe for 2ach State.
Though no uniform tost has = basn adoptsd for tha
tdentification of the tribes to be scheduled tn the
Sountey, bt teibat origin, indiaxtors of primitive
traoits, distinctiva culturea, geographic itsolation and
yerveral hackwardness——these indicators iTnier alia have
commanty 2an used. In fact, or. Ambedkars comment
that -~ backward comnmuanity is a communiby which is
backyard L the opinion of the Govarnnmanl” atao
v;&;lapera.ra to b largely rabevant in cASS of the
destgnation of the tribal as wall. IMarc Galanter,

g3



10.

pe
49

Er ~mnd e~ A3
SCOTOMiC L

oy

Compeling Egualities : Law and the Backward Classes in
Indic, 1984, axford University Press, Dethi, PE.- 147
- 45T, 1501, ’

also Andrs Bataills, “Tha Futurs sf the Backvard
Glasasa : The Coampeting Domanda at Statua v Powar”,
in Phitip Mascon, {=d, 24, pp. &1 - ano.

Karl Marg, Fre-Coapiialist Econemic Formotions, ...
Hobsbawwm, Lad, LA DSE:, Intsrnational Bublishers, W

York, p. 2C.

It ma Yy o, howevar, be pointed ot that the 1OGL CRNnSuUs

~T ~ne § = [
[SgTatedgte jatatas i= No

complets in many reapects. It anly covered abaout an. %
per cent of total NEFA popubation,

ct. S.C. bpube, Tribal Heritage cof India, Vol. .
Etlurnici iy, Iderntity ek Intaraos t Lo, BT, Vikas
publishing House Pvi. Lid., New Delhi, pp. 1 - 7.

From R.B. Mo Oabeta  report, n V. Elwin, (b, Irndia’'s
North-East rontier in the Nineteenih Ceniwury, oeso,
Oxtord University Pross. Rombayy, P. 101, (Harsafter
Ninetganth Century?. ,

J. K. Bart Kt akur, Swidden 1) Sadentary Cultivation,
Chanaus =13 India—1o71, Ssprtes 24, Past Misa. iy, £. 7.
anclen d « guha, “goography bohind Hizlory : An
Introduction Lo the Saclo-Economie Stoudy of orth-East
Indiz”, in Scisnce and Human FProgress, dor4y Popular
Prakashan, Bowmbay, p. ©92.

2.  putta - choudhury, (ed, Aruwnachal Fradesh District
Gazetteers, Subransird Rstrict, woalr, Govarnmant of
Arunazhal Pradesh, gpp. 176 - 72, '

toid, p. tvz.

Elwin, in 1939, asstimated the area undar Jhum cropping
at  any one time to be around 3 to 4 per cant of the
total  arsea of Arunachal V. Eluin, & PRl losapiuy Faor
NEFA, Sscond  Reprint 1964, Published on  bshalf of
the adviser to the Governor of Assam, shillong, . 82;
Hencaforth ratfarmad o 8 Philosophyl, This astimats
whila transtated into haectares comes around 300
thousand hectares - which is much higher than the
Latsr assessment of G5,aQ0 hectaraa made by the
administration n aarly sevanties {(Governmant of

84



i4.

i,

Z3.

Z2Z.

z3.

24 .

25,

Z<3.

arunachal  Pradesh, Draft  drrual FPlan (973-74, Planning
& Davalopmant Dapartmant, P- |1. Thus, no raliabla

astimate (3 found regarding the area under jhum.

. N. Mishra, "Arunachals Tribal Economic Formation

and Thetir Dissolution”, in Ecanoaic arnd FPaoltitical
Weskly, vol. XVIII, No. 45, October 22, (1983),

pp. 1842 - 43.

C. Von Furer-Haimendorf, The Apa Tanls and Thelr
Nelghbours, ooz,  Roudtledge & Kegan Paut, London,

. 43, Henceforth The Apa Tanis).

I ok e
b WA
tEIE, pp. 45-24.
Amalendy Guha “@eography behind Historv,og,.Cil.p. 9z
Lid
H.M. Crows, * docount of o Jourasy o dgg Tandng
Couniry™, «ege, From the extracts  in V.  Elvin,  ed,
Nineteenth Century, op. <iit, p. 148,
E.T. Dalton, “"Report by Lt. E.J.T. Dalton, Junior
Assistant Commissioner of Assam, of his viglt to the
Hills in the neighbourhaood of the Sosbhanshirt Rivar",

in tH1d, pp. 152,

J. Butler, “a, Sketch of Aasam”, 1847, From the
oxcerpts in, i&id, P- 320. Alzo in wWilliam Griffith,
Travels in Assan, B, Afzanistan v Lt
Nedghbouring Cowaiires, ABLT, Raprint 1082, Mittal

Publications, Nev Delhi, p. .

E.T. Dalton, “Corresspondence and Journal of Coapt.
palton, of hiz Progress n o late wvislt o <o clan  of
Abors on the Dithong River" in v Elvin, Ladd,

Nineteenth Century, og. cii..pp. 249 ff.

C.H. Hesselmever, "The HilL-Tribes of the Northern
Frontler of aAssoam®, in TSV, pp. 435 ff.

T.T. <Coop erNew Routes for Commerce : The Miskhuee
Hills, «at®m. From excsrpta tn &L, p. 37G.

J.E. Gray, Diary of a Journey o the Bor Khamti Country,

189Z-3, WBU3 . Frowm excsrpts in LT, pp. aee if.

85



z7e.

Z8.

Zo.

N
11}

Lo
oy

32.

14 38

i&id. p. 42z2.

Vo kWi
RS L S VY

R
iy

G. W. Dun, Preliminary Notes on Daphlas’, in 2
p. 4185 ff, ’

Robart Reid, Hisior of the fFfrontier drecs Bordering
o Asson Froam 18353-194d1, @odp, Assam | dovernment
3~

hillang, p. 284.

T.T. Cooper, Of., <Li., p. 870

. Wallsr Nesale, "Reciprocity and Redistribution in
the Tevadian witlaye : Sayusl s Asme Notable
piscussions”, in  Trade  and  Market in the  Early
Empilres, ¥arl Potanyti, at at. , tad), AT, The Free

Praas, Mevw York, p. 2i8 f.

=L M. Mishra, “Arunachal s Tribal Ecaonomic Formation
cee e o, @il Pl dB48.

Repori on the ddministrotion of HNorth—-East India
£1981-2E2>, 184, Mittal Publications, nethi, .
Z?-28 {Hancaeforth roferred to as Administration
Raportl.

v, Elwin, The 4Art of The Norith-East Frontier of India.
1o8a), Diractorate of RES‘?.WJ.!‘CP\, Svernmant Of
Arunaahat Pradash, Ttorvigar, P- g5, Henosiorth

referred to as The Art.
TEI, pp. o8B - &P,

A rectangutar piece of cloth worn by males.

A iAo ~F Al mrinFeil e

e Sy WA RS2 Nt Ll NAL L e e .

Census o f India-io7t, Socio—Econwwnic  Surcusy - of oo,
Monograph  No. 1, Part vI c, (Hencaforth raferred to

aa Rupal, p. A2,

v. Etvin, The Ari, ag. cii., p. 76.

Py

8. Dutta  Choudhury, ved, Adrareecfexl Fradest, District

Gazel teers, Subansisi IRstrict, 1e81), Govarnment  of
arunachal Pradesh, pp. 204- 5, :

A R atel F i eitln Il
A& KNQ O SSNGNRG Wieh SLaCl U

Daflas call theswsslyes as Rishing or WNishi.

0
baag



“
0~

»
9]

S50.

ok

DE.

354,

a7,

5o,

SO,

Ermvnoms ~ 8-~34 3
[y O S S IR VR A T

Lo 3
toug, 5. 105,

< Tyt Ol g ey BV Subonsirt IMNesteirt
S. Duttx Choudhury, (ady. Suognsir sltrict

Gagettesr, opf. cit., p. =204,
v. Etvin, Philosophy. (Sscond edition, 12691, p. 23,

E.T. Dalton, Descrigiive Etrhawliogy of Bengal, d9cos,
Caloutta, p. 32,

Abor is 3 tarm uzad By the Assomess which implics
SCQVOGS o barbarian. Ru the people catl themselves as
Adl.

R. Wilcox, "™Memocir of o Survey of Assam and the
nelghbouring countries, excuted in 1825—6~-7-8", in
v Elwin, vad, Ninelesnih Century., og. <cii., p. 235,

8. Dutta Choudhury, ted, Arunachal Pradesh District
Sazet tesrs, Lothit District, HOTE, Sovernmant of
Arunachal Pradesh, p. 1352.

v. Eluin, The 4drt, o, <ii. . p. 124,

s. Dutta ¢ houdhury,  ted. Lohit District Dazet teer,
o, =it., p. 158,

v. Elwin, The 4dri, cp. cit.., p. 8z.

e ™ Tinlbme Dacrr? At e Eihnal Ao o ~2 7 - +7
al.. a. HEISARREL SV G S L A O A T LV LS Yy i —l ey e T .
. T outta Chowdhury, . sd,  Arwaacheel Pradesite District
Gazettesrs, Tiragp District, 19803, Government of

Aarunachal Pradesh, pp. 120 - 21,

E.T. Dalton, from the excerpts in v, Elwin, tadh,
Nineteentth Century, ogp. cit., p. 407

S. Dutta Choudhury, ted Tirap Disirict Gazelileer, op.
cit. . p. t2t,

I, p. 221,
.

Administraliiovn RBeport, og. <cii., p. &7

J. Buttler, 4 Skeich of dssam, <«847, from excerpts in
v. Elwin, Nineteenih Cenilwey, ag. <ii., p. 327

87



o7 S

Ti.

Errmvnevn T o~ — 4 3 247
l—'\fU\‘lJJl\\o\."v- Adbe N

v. Elwuin, Philosoghy, ap. <it., p. oo.

C. Von Furer-Hoimendorf, The Apa Tanits, ap. cii.,

F. TR

v. Elyin, The 4ri, op. cit., p. 12z.

. . 5 .
v. Elvin, PRiloscghy, op. cit., p. oo
B, K . Sukba, Tt Daflos, {4, E5TES, MNarth—East Frontisnr

Cenaus of Tndie —— 2074, Fuper, . oti., oD, 404,

7 T e Py r f Io2s) ~7 ¢ - b

L oG W LN o N o Lhh & o '\—JA\-/I L S S ) - Y T e
= Til v € + xn =} Tt asrt P
2.0, LTLA0N, iTow SXTSTPLS h V. ZLWiN, Ninstesenth

- - Pe e
IR A e ¥

.

? Ao P Iy ~
LR PV W 3 N

oY,

4
v

wWilliam Robinson, A Descriptive Account af Assam,

1841, Reoprint EX=rd i Sanskaran Prakashalk, Dalthi, DL,

133-54 . A similar degcription about processing of e
oy the Singphos is also avaibabls in William Griffith,
Travel's in Assam, Burma, Bhwilan, Afghoniston and the

Nelghbouring Countries, op. cit,, p. 15.:

A Census study woesy) of o sherdukpen  vilags, Rupa.

reveated that the sherdukpens i the remota past used
to collact most of thelr conamar gooda from the
villagers of SLmMarae, mostly the Kocharess, aither as
an obligation in the form of Lo op praasants or By
foros, Trvay usad to CONNE down 3t Drolmara during
Decamber and raturnsd atb Rupa in Aapril. Having arrivad
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(=Tt RV them cordiatiy and maks arrangements " for theatlr
Lodging and  boarding e The Sherdukpans stay for <%
fav days and sach Thong housahold collects some
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Fisher conjectured that the inflow of Tibatan goods
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Tibat and Leong ju aof NEFA accross the border in the
TaArt wratlay figptivae nwarkh Lz Bambex [ 4 RCPCY . TS, exvucd
Maorgarst W. Fisher, The North-Last rontier Agency of
Indica, L OGS, offias of External Rasaarah, Departmant
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noted that the potitical status of TaWAING inhabited by
the Monpas wag dabatable, Initiatly the British had
the {mpression that the Monpas ara af Tibatan arigin
<) < . gin,
. . . o . . .
and since the scclesiastical system of administration
cantrivg rourd the T Ay mohAatery wog actuatiy
governad by its mother manastary., Drapung, in Tibat,
they assumed Tawvang bea a  part of Tibet. Later it was

CEnovn that ths Monpas aAS from Bhutan, 31=14 from Tibat

e} s Svnrac orafsronce Fomm Tt b el -
et ANA LR TANMLTOOTNA A L TLTA T VN AhJa ABL LLLDY Y LAALT , AT
opposed to Tibetan. Perhaps that is wihy Tibotan
gocepted the MoMabhot Line ungradgingly.

In this connaction it is interesting to note one
ohasrvation by Rose and Fisher

in the tmmediate vicinity of the main gelugpa
Mmonastery ak Tow ATy YIS soverat vitlagss inhabited by

Khampas brought to this area from Tibst some 373 yoars
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Ecomomic Activitl
ags o aild  in the  construction  of  the  monaslsry. From
the baginning thay haove kept apart from thetir Maonpa
netghbours, with tittie intermarriage. These
“Tibetans” AP not allowed to SR Lard, but furuction
as artisans, craftamen, and a tabour force for hoth
the monastery and Monpa, tand OWNers. Theair existence
S = SSPHpArats roOUP lends SUuppart Lo DAY general
conclusions that the ‘Monpas, while fitting into the
Buddhist aulbiural pattern azasoclatad with Tibat, do
ot sonsidsr themeslves to be Tibstan {Lzo E. Rose,
and Margeret ¥W. Fisher og. ¢ii., p. 5L

) N

a5, <. Von Furer-Hatwendorf, T&icd, p. 1iv6-77.
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Roprint 1979, Mittal Publicationz, Delhi, p. ei.

9Z. In this context 24 may be notad that No=sl witliamson,
Assistant Political - afficer, Sadiya, [ZT-1a T2 E
advocated to apan up % trade route connecting the
Tibetan border with Sadiya. He also proposad the
teasibility of ratlvays contveating India with wastern
China which wvould then be helpfut in bringing down the
cost of sxport through sad, VOoOyage from Catoutta. He
aven foresaw A the posaibility of amploying the CGhinese
tabour in the tea gardens of Assam to solve their
problem of acute labour .shortage. {(Robart Reaid, L.
clti., p. 212,

¢32. The Gelugpo sect of Buddhizm was, then, dominant n
both Tibet and Towang " areas tn contrast to the
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Nyilngmapao, sect in  Bhutan. Though originally the Monpas

vere also adherant ta Myilngmapa sact, but with tha
aeatablishment =% thea Tauang manaataery [-3% the Qalugpa
St the former gradiueally Last ilis tnfluwsnas The
observation wads by  Rose ond  Fisher  that 'u,'h';te the
monastery {Tawdrw? belongs to thea Gealugpa sact, the
Monpas gevnwerally adhars Loy tho= Nyirngma aect of Tilstan
Buddhism® {Leo E. Ross and  Margorst ¥. Fisher, aop.

ctit,, P 53, is found to e have undsrgone X
Sed—changa in Later stuwdies . sarkar, "Historioal
Account of tha Introduction of Buddhism amang ths
Monpas and Sherdukpans”, ~  in Resarwn HOTHY, Research
Departmant, aosvarnmsant =13 Aprdaneaahal Pp-:.deah, Be -

16-39. Also  Lopsin  Nodo, “Buddhism in  Bhulan™. in  P.N.

Chopra, oy, Caontridutiion af Buddhism to World
Ciwiiliiaatiaon arnud Cwliure, JIDE32, &, Chand & Jdompany

o 2N DAD AL
Ltd., New Delhi, pp. 348-427.

&L Yon Furer-Baimendorf £t hnograghic  MNotes, g .cti. .p. 38
Both Lt he Khomnptis and the singphos are tater migrants
in  Arunachal  from  the  Borkhampti  arsa of  Uppsr  Burno
near the sources of the Irrawody. The Khamptis, o
branch of thea shana, came first ey sattiad =13 thee
banks of tha Tergapant wivaerafrom the2y WSS ousted by
the tater Singpho immigrants in about 1793, Thay,
theaty, in wurn, ocaupled Sadiya Sisting the Sadiya
Khowa aohatln. The dstails abaut the arigyin and
immigration of the Khamptis can ol found in Jayantco

N

sarkar, Socieiy, Culture and Ecolagical Adaptatiion
Awong  Thees Tribes  of Arurecfutl Fradesi, LOB7,
Anthrapalagical Survey of India, Qaoloutla, pp. z-10C.

The intermediary,  role of thee rorth—sast  frontier

psopls in Chinssa trads WS hinted by a Chinegse
expltorar af Contral Asta as aarly as the second
century  B. . 8. K. Chaterji. o, it , P. 5T This
trade mainty in zhinese . silk and bamhboa flute, batwaen
India and China was parhaps conductead through the
route vi, Assam  Cand Patkotl pos3es in Tirap digtrict of
Arunachal to Burma and then to Yunan in south-west
Ghina (R. B. Pembartotn, <. cti. , P, <8 £f. Also in
D. 3. E. Hatl, A History of Saouwth—East dsia, oS4,
Macmillan & Co, Ltd, London, P. z321. whils vistting
Lhe couUrt of | Kamrupo. kingdom n the seventh century
A.D. Hiuen Thaang also pafarred to this ArdUoiUs route
ta China which took h~4 two months journsy® “to
reach the south~-wgstern frontiers ‘of the province of
sz-chuesn” 2amusl B2, Chinese Accaurnt Tf {rviic,
trans. , from the Chinass of Biuen Thstang. vol, v,

4
w

-
A

.:n
(o



7.

100,

63 W

"y
[*]
&N

ey
o]
[\

P
(%]
db

a
Q
[® |

410G,

Ermrmoam?y~ 8- % 32319

PR A R A L LR I A G R
1958), Sushil Gupta Indio) Privats Ltd. . Calcutio,
P. 4QaGl. A summarisad discussion on sarly trods’ of
north-eaat - Inadie i3 avaitlable w B.N. Mukher jes,

External Trade of Early North—LEastern India, ooz,
HMar-Anand Publications, New Dethi.

H. L. Jenkins, "Notes on a4 trip across the Batkol Rangs
from Assam to the Hookoong valley 1869-70", in HIll
Tracts, ag. <cil., pp. 245-54.

R.A. Vay Report on Adssam ——  Burm Connection
ol luay Survey, H8OG,  Calcutta, p. 20, Tited itn - an
unpublished note Bt “Riubbap Trdde in thea 1ot
Century™, by Rabijit Choudhury, Eastsrn Press Sarvics,
Gauhati. AtLL the archivat daote showing single asterisk

mark ) apse also taken from Choudhury-s work,

Forei.g'n*_ Deptt., Extt, B. Procygs . June, 1897,
197—-478 .

R.A. VWay, op. <iit.
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S. bpDutta Choudhury, tod), 7Tirap District Gaz
op. <ot p. 138,

>

ihicd.

B. Wilcox, "Mawmolr of o Survey  of Assam and tha
reighbouring countries, exscuted in 1825—-G-7—-8", in
HIll Tracits, op. cii., pp. 1i-82.

Agsam Socratariat Rgcorr:is A.R.R.3 1BBS,  Fils fx T
178%, T.A. Records .

R.B. Pamberton, "absiract of the Journal of o Rouls

travetlad by captatn s, F. Hanrnay, of the 4ath
Rearg Liveztit, Wative Infantry, in 1895-346, from thea
capital of Ava to the Aamber Mines of the Hookoong

valley, on the aouth-sast frontier of

Tracts, ap. cit., pp. B83-109,

Asaam®, in Hitl

A.S.R.., Letters Recelved from Miscellangous quarters,
yol. No. 5, 1840, M. Bronson to F. Jenkins, Juby
22, 1840. Clted in an unpublished M. phit.
digsertation, Sudatta Sikdar, “Agsam Trado of the
aruncgchalis 18Pt~ L OO5 : A C o study of thee British
Policy”, 1081}, Department of History, North-Eastarn
Ml univearaity, Shitlong. Archatvat Jota showving

doublse asterigk mark k%3 ape taken from this aocurcs.

83



142,

11Z.

o
pa

W

114,

P
b

(3.}

E~mrmiamy B~ F 721

PP el Y U LT TR .il:'s.’ L LSS

welsh' s Reaport on As3Am, L7043, in A, Mackenzie,

Higstory af the Relatilons| of the Gouwerrvnent with the

Hitl Tribes of the North—-East Frontier of Bengal,
1884, Calaoutta, Appsndix-a4, ©. 8S6T7.

alastair Lomb, Op. c<it., p. 108,

T rmvm w EE ] e tesatli-le] Sony. Y b ~F Tt~ )',-. et

A’ b =l AN Xt . T I ARl \'.b'ﬂll\-'::l\, S TR - et Al W oW ta A VA Lk totd '-—\A-z-”.-
Janking, Fort William, May 22, 1837 .

AR R, L stter issusd o the dovernmant,  vol. 34, Mo,
LoT, Agant o the RIVET oD Geruaral, North-East
Frantler, (2] *_he**_ Sooratopy [ 2= thes L p e 3 I E TN =f
'ﬂ/\v\rvc} HE e =i e 4 DD )

DTS, s AY RN L N p ES~ LY -

A.S.R., F.P., June, 24, 1B7S, No. D542 .

The history of immigration of the Marwvaris in  Assam,
1Yy ard Largs, atID Led with e LS af the aritish
Pover during ths rly ninstesnth cantury. datail
L 2-1. T 173 414 ig Flvear in Chaptar— VI A atmilar position
of the Marvaris waa also reported in FProwvincial
Gazeiler af dssam, 2004, Raprint 1083, cultural
Publishing House, Delhi, p. 4.

Report on the Adminisiraticon of the Province of Assam,
1875-76 Lo 1885-8G. Ccitad in  Suadatta sikdar, g cit.,
o, Bo, ‘

A. 8. R., F.R., May 24, 1881, Nao. 486 -

For sxample, during the blockads against the Nishis in
4874, Michell roeportad that L) village o aant
wmeESSengSrs o itntform thes Brictiah Aadthority of their
sufferings dus to the want of =all and aplum. Thay
aven agraed to counsel in favour of the Britighers
W. F. Michell, o cil., @ 267, grabam  obasrved  that
dus t5  ths blockodes the marriages among the Nishis had
to be stopp=d as the paople coutd not  procure altk
-:L—:qth-as** from ASSuEm Aa.B.R, . F.R., aApril 18, 1874, No.
<3 5 . Furtharmors, Madht and Chandl - the Aka
Chitefs surrendered aftar a tong blockods of four
yveara {i884—aa) ayainst them .. ™. Chakraborty,
Glimpse of the Eorly History cof drunachal, o,

" Regearch Departmant, Arunachal Pradesh Administration,
shillony, pp. 4i~121.

Administraticon Report, op., <ii., p. 30.

For & ?oL.

Deptt. .General Fite No.S96No.1,p.2 .
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118. A.S.R., F.P., March 231, 1887, No. 89**
110, A number o f AW milis oparating at the foothillis,
es.g. ., Dahing sSAV Mills, Mekhta Muddes saw Mills, sissl
Saw Mille, ate. , ware targely depended for their
aupply of P matariala frowm Arunachal hitla. The
T Miris Uving betyaen tho feontiar and Agsam Flaing
ware appotinted n good® numbers for the collection of
timbers from **the hills A.S.R., F.R., Novambear 11,
10G3,  No. 308 . and  also TEIL,  February 20, 1887, No.
o7 . Also in George Dunbor, Frontiers, {Reprint
15847, aOmsons Publicationa, Naw Dealhi, P. oLy The
inereasing demand for timbar can wall be understoocd
from the following filgures :
Year No. of tea-boxes produced.
18OG-G 383,488
18089 458,272
13— AEC,CA
H.K Barpujort, Froblem of Lhe il Tribes :
North—East Frontier, 1873-1952, Vol. iz, 1081,
Spectrum Publications Gauhatl, p. id48{oothotern.
tga. f. V. Elwin, The Adri, 9. <il., p. 188,
1Z24. A.S.R., R.P., June B, 1875, No. 13548 .



