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international intervention with the proclaimed aim of
developing the poor countries in the world, and state intervention
in order to develop the backward regions within a country so that
fruits of development may reach everyone have bean generally in
practice for a long time. The underlying notion of ‘development* in
such atﬁempts hés essentially been teleclogical in nature, and a
unilineal path towards . development 1is assumed throughout. Such
efforts have also been sought to be legitimised with the aid of the

various modernisation theories current among the academic circies.

The programmes of such modernisation in many cases have

however resulted in either extermination or subjugation of the
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indigenous population. Elsewhere, the transformation of traditional
economic bases in the process of incorporation into the dominant
mode of production have resulted in a kind of dependency of the

former upon the latter.

Unlike the developed countriezs, the problem of integration
of the isolated indigenous populations is many times higher in the
developing countries 1like India due to their belated process of
nation-building. This work attempts to understand one such
experience of integration through development and modernisation
being wcarried on in one corner of the vast Indian sub-continent

demarcated by a very sensitive international border.

1.1 BACKGROUND AND SCOPE OF TRE STUDY

This study is concerned with the extreme north-gastern
state of the Indian Republic, i.e., Arunachal Pradesh, the erstwhile
North East Frontier Agency ( NEFA). Arunachal, having a geographical
area of 83, 743 sq. km., and a population of about 98 lakhs (1881}
has been the traditional habitat of tribal peaple categorised so
far into 118 major and minor groups of Paleo-Mongoloid stock,
speaking mostly the Tibeto-Burman group of languages. Though the
different tribal communities of this territory since time immemorial
had some sort of socio-economic interactions amaong themssives in
their neighbourhood as also with the neighbouring people of Bhutan,

Tibet and Burma across the present political boundary on the one



hand, and, with the people of Assam on the other through either
migration or trade, or war, they were difinitely much less known

beyond their hills, before the twentisth century.

This has hapﬁened because every part of the geographical
territory of what constitutes India to-day was neither brought under
a uniform pattern of political rule nor were they completely
absorbed =economically all at once into the wvast Indian market
network during the British rute. In fact, the process  of
incorporation of areas contiguous to India‘'s northern barders has
been a long and continuous procéss and may continue until the two
great ancient civilisations of Asia--India and China--come across
each other leaving no frontier between their political boundaries
along thes range of the mighty Himalayas. Needless to say that this
possibility is subject to two factors, viz., the future role of the
buffer states in waorld politics and the degree of assimilation of
the Paleo-Mongololids--the ancient-Kiratas--of this region with their

. B . . c L s , .. 1
neighbours as was envisaged long ago by Suniti Kumar Chatterji

A few tribes of Arunachal tiving in the foothills and

‘adjacent hilly tracts of the Brahmaputra Valley had some association
with the Ahoms who ruled over Assam till 1826, the date of British

annexation. This can well be understood from the names 1like Aka,

Datfla, M#Miri, Abor, etc. which are all excethnonyms used by the
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people of the valley against ﬁhe tribal communities with whom they
used to come in contactz. Though the Ahom rulers had established
some sort of politicél authority <{(through expeditions) and also
friendship (by granting Posa--a tribute--paid in kind by the
villagers at foothills to their highland tribal counterparts) with
certain sections of +the tribal communities during the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, this influence had faded out during the
chaotic period in the declining years of their rule. The
sogcin-gconomic and political structures of different tribal
communities of Arunachal were hardly affected during the tong reign

of the2 Ahoms in the Brahmaputra Valley.

The incorporation of the Brahmaputra Valley into the
colonial British Indian empire since 1826 also did not produce any
immediate or significant structural change. In fact, the British
policy towards the tribal communities of Arunachal was largely based
on the cost-benefit criterion. In the absence of any potential
threat from the north-eastern borders of British Indian empire,
extension of direct-political administration to the sparsely
populated and large hill areas of Arunachal was viewed as
unnecessary as also unrewardinga. Like Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal, the
hills of Arunachal could also be allowed to remain as a buffer zone
along the eastern Himalayan range to play a more sgignificant rale

against any future threst from Far East and Central Asia. These



political calculations perhaps' restrained the Britishsrs from
further extension of direct colonial rule to the north of the

Brahmaputras Valley.

However, through a modified Posa system, frequent army
operations and iﬁtroduction of ‘Inner-Line' along the foothills, the
Britishers had succegsfully established political supremacy over the
recalcitrant tribes in order to protect their colonial intersst in
the Brahmaputra Valley on the one hand and to extend British
comercial interest to Tibet, China and Burma across the frontier on
the other. The apprehension about the expansionist designe initialtly
of Tzarist Russia, and later of China towards Tibet coupled with the
realisation of the geo-political importance of the frontier during
the world wars compelled the Government of India not only to bring
the frontier tribes under a loose political control but also to draw
the disputad McMahon line in place of the hitherto unspecified Outer
Line showing the extent of British influence towards the

north-esastern border in the Simla Conference of 1514.

After the departure of the British from the sub-continent
in 1847, India inhegrited a definite frontisr in the north-sastern

extremity of the country. The whole sequence of development--the
transformation from an ﬁndefined to defined frontier--from frontier

to the emergence of a political boundary--and the pattern of



subssquent socio-economic development provides the brosad canvas of
ocur present enguiry. '‘The strongest states showed close ties between
the border and state core. Any tendency for the connexions to be
weakened would weaken the state and result in the loss of the border
through itz assertion of independence or its incorporation within a
neighbouring state‘A‘.This Ratzelian Qision concerning the bordering
zones of a state appsars to have prevailed over the government of
independent India, and moulded the future frontier policy, including

its pattern of sconomic development.

Just after Independence, tﬁe Government vigorously pursued
a policy of administrative expansion and consolidation all over the
frontier to cateh up hurriedly with the McMahon line to the north.
The number of nucleus administrative centres has gone up from 5
before 1847 to 74 in 19815. Thisbaction of the Indian State to the
south of the frontier generated much reaction from the Chinese to
the north. And the frontier was effectively converted into an
international border following the Sino-Indian conflict in 1862. In
subsequent years, the whole territory was quickly brought under
regular administration through a reorganisation of the internal
political structure. And, with the commencement of Panchayati Raj in

1868, the political integration reached its culmination.

This process of political integration has been



instrumental in bringing about appreciable change in the spheres of
production, distribution and exchange, thereby accelerating the
process of economic integration. Both the capitalist mode of
production and system of governance have been superimposed upon the
traditional order, and in many cases they also co-exist with each
other, thereby providing a fertile field for enquiry by the

political economists.

Tﬁe study aseeks to examine the nature of economic
activities that had been ’practised traditionally by the wvarious
tribal communities of Arunachal in the past and the role of the
autonomous tribal socio-political institutions 1in the sphere of
production, organisation of labour, circulation and distribution.
The nature of emerging social stratification within the +tribal
societies is alsoc examined along with the pattern of property right
developed among them during the pre-Independence period. [t also
zeeks to address itzself to the gueries as to what has been the
policy of the Government of Independent India towards the
development of this frontier? What politico-economic measures have
been initiéted to faciiitate the transition from isolation to
assimilation into the market network ? And what role has been and is
being played by the capitalist state and other state sponsored
agencies in the process of integration and development ? How the

capitalist system is working in the basically pre-capitalist tribal




socioc-economic formations and how the former is, through a process
of interaction, reshaping the latter in favour of a class divided

society.

We have made an attempt to analyse these transformations
on the basis of a study of the growth of the secondary sector in the
State. Though the capitalist market forces have also penetrgted into
the primsry sector of the State‘'s economy, but due to the age-old
tribal customs and agricultural practices they are not as distinct
as in the seacondary sector. Among the multifarious dimensions of
development, the development of the secondary sector in general and
the industrial_deuelopment in particular play the most crucial role
in shaping the future pattern of the economy of an area.
Furthermore, the realignment of the social relations in the sphere
of industrial production appearg to be more pronounced than other
areas of production. The development of the tertiary sector as in
many other societies of the third world does not reflect the real
state of devslopment in & hinterland like Arunachal. Here the growth
of the tertiary sector is more due to the administrative expansion
than a natural outcome of other sectoral development. Hence, the
study envisages to understand the dynamics of development in
Arunachal mainily by looking into the processes and patterns of
industrialisation of the State on the one hand and the processes of

emergence'of different industrial classes on the other. The resource
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base of Arunachal and their potentials have also been refferd to
wherever necessary, because these provide in a sense the perimeters

within which commercial penetration is feasible.

It may alzo be pointed out that unlike many other Indian
tribes who ltost much of their traits due to the diffusion over time
of culture of the neighbouring caste societies, or due to the
propagation or imposition of western culture by the missionaries and
colonial administrators the indigenous people of Arunachal largely
maintained their distinctive tribal features till very resent times.
Perhaps the geograpﬁical and political isolation of the territory
had besen instrumental in keeping their indigenous formations, by and
large, intact. But with the opening up of the territory since
Independence fast changes of these last remnants of a primitive way
of life are taking place at preéent making it possible for us to
undertake an objective enguiry into the historical fact of tribal

society's transition to higher stages of development.

1.2 SURVEY OF LITERATURE

In this section an attempt is made to map out the existing
literature on the society, polity and economy of Arunachal Pradesh.

Considering the extent of works dealting with diverse issues and



their contextual differences, we have opted for a thematic
presentation instead of highltighting individual work, unless
regquired for our purpose. In the following paragraphs we have
arranged and classified the available works related to Arunachal
Pradesh keeping their contextual origin, as far as possible, in

mind.

The first impetus for investigation came up with the
establishment of the British power in the Brahmaputra Valley. As the
Britishers were completely in d%rk about their neighbours in the
north-eastern frontier, the administrators specially appointed in
the districts adjacent to the frontier, army chiefs and political
of ficers faced seriocus problems to administer the valley. They had
been the first group of people who produced a set of primary works
on the area and people of North Eastern Region (NER). The celebrated
works among them include: R.B. Pemberton‘'s The Eastern fFroniier of
India {18351 ; T.T. Cooper's The Mishmee Hills (18731} ; G.W.
Beresford's Notes on the North—-East Frontlier of India (1881); J.F.
Michell's The North—East Frontier of India (18831; A.Macksnzie's
History of the Relations of the Government with the HIIl Tridbes of
the Nortd East Frontier of Bengal (1884313 J.F. Nedham's Report of <
trig Inta the Abor HIills (1884); G.W. Dun's FPreliminary Noles on
Daphtas (1886); J.F. Nedham's Regort on the Bebejiiya Mishml

Expedition—1899 (18#%);: A. Hamilton‘'s In 4dbor Jungles (1812); and B.
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Duff‘s Report con the M

{1912)6.

0f the above mentioned books, Pemberton's had been the
first attempt to compile all the available information gleaned from
different sources on the area and people of the eastern frontier of
British India in order +to use as a ready reference by the
Britishers. Later an, Mackenzie, who was then iIn-charge of the
political correspondence of the Bengal Government, was prompted to
update the account for official use and accordingly he wrote a
Memorandwn on the North—East Frontier of Bengal (186875, AfterA
repeated requests from the Government guartsers he elaborately
developed it and the result was the book referred above covering the
history of the British retations with the frontier tribes during
1826-82. Later, R. Reid suplemented Mackenzie's work by his book
History of the Frontier dreas Bordering on AdAssam frow 1833-{94!
{1842). Following these two British authors, Indian scholars like
L.N. Chakraborty and J.N. Chowdhury have systematized the history of
Arunachal Fradesh in their books Glimpses of the Farly History of
Arunacthal (19731, and Arunachatl Through the dges (18821,

respectively.

A spate of gimilar studies focussing the British relations

with the hill tribes of Arunachal have been done by the Indian
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scholars after Independence where the authors heavily utilised these
early historical accounts along with various archival data. Among
4
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them, B.C. Chakravarty's British Relciions with i1l Tr
dssam  {(1964) covered the second half of the nineteenth century
1858-1998; D.FP. Choudhury's The North East Fronitier of India (1978}
supplemented Chakravorty's work upto 1814, and M.L. Bose's British
Folicy in the North—East Frontier 4dgency (1878) encompassed the
period from the British annexation of Assam in 1826 ta the
Independence in 1847. All éf them have been savants of history and
have =sarned a good repute for their works moulded in the

nationatistic perspective of writing history for the colonial

period7.

It may be pointed out that though the scholars of
Arunachal history have changed in course of time but the scope for
occidental bias still remained due to paucity of source material.
Though Chowdhury was aware of the fact, he could do little to
reinterpret the tribal history of Arunachal in the absence of any
written documents on how ;the tribals themselves viewed their

historical events. .

Apart from books, the early British administrators and
explorers of the nineteenth century also produced a good number of

piece works published in various journals especially in the Journal
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of Asiatic Society of Bengél. These pilece-de'‘~resistances . contained
valuable inforﬁ?tion about the people of Arunachal, their economy,
history, trade,'etc. The documéntation of these piecemeals had later
resulted in the publication of t&o valuable boocks——-Selection of
papers regarding the HIll Tracts between Adssam and Buraah and on the
Ypper Braftuaputea (1873), and V. Elwin'‘s, (ed), India‘'s North—-Ezst

frontier in the Nineteenth Ceniury (1858}, Both the books served the

posterities as important primary sources.

it may, however, be pointed out that the task of
documentation of pieceworﬁs of historical and research importance is
being neglected for &a long time after Elwin. For example, C.R.
Stoﬁo?‘s article on *‘The Sulung Tribe of the Assam Himalayas'
published in 1852 is not now reédily available even though it

deserves to be documenteds.

Anthropological study of the tribes of Arunachal did not
thrive much during the Britishlregime. Daltong was not a trained
anthropologist. He only collected information on some basic
anthropological parameters. Long after Dalton, R.5. Kennedy, an

English Medical Qfficer, prepared Etlumological Report on the Akas;

Khuomoeo oorust ML jio ondd - thwa Mondaos of Tawans (1814}, 1t was not before
1944 that C.VY.Furer-Haimendorf, an Austrian anthropologist,- was

appointed by the Government as a special officer to conduct



full-fiedged study of some of the tribes. Haimendorf's Lthnographic
Notes on the Tridbes of the Subansiri Region (1847) and his
subseguent works are now invaluable source material to the
researchers of tribal studies in general and Arunachal in

particularlg.

Just after Independence, the Administration of this area
severely felt the paucity of basic knowledge ahout the people to be
administered and integrated. Another =spate of literature, mostly
tribe-specific anthropological studies, has emerged out of this
neceggity following the administrative policy to protect and promote
tribal culture under the influence of Nehru-Elwin line of tribatl
development, To this group belongs the publication made by the
Directorate of Research, Arunachatl, s.g. The Tangsas of the Namchik
and Tirzap Valleys (1958) by PFParul Dutta. 7he Daflas of the
Subansiri Region (1859) by B.K. Shukla, dspects of Padam Minyong
Culture (1964) by Sachin Roy, The Idu Mishmis (1968) by ' T.K.M.
Baruah, R.R.P. Sharma‘'s The Sherdukpens (19861), Raghuvir Sinha‘'s The
Akas (1862}, L.R.N. Srivastava's The Gallongs (1962} and a number of

. 1
subsequently conducted similar ethnographic accounts1 .

The problems of development of tribal! population in
relation to the post-lndependesnce reconstruction of the Indian

society and polity have been articulated in the writings of Verrier

id



Elwin. His book 4 ghilcoscphy for NEF4 (1859) has been a useful text
for the tribal developmentalists. Elwin‘s drt of North East Frontier
of India {(1858) is perhaps the first attempt to describe the state
of manufacturing activities among the tribal societies of
. Arunachallg. Though the work is romanticized in order to glorify the
tribal arts, it has immsnse value in reconstructing the +tribal
economies of the past. His Democracy in NEFA (1865), is an attempt
to weave the tribe-specific micro studies in order to highlight the
role and importance of indigeneous democratic institutions in tribal
communities and their relevance in tribal administration. Elwin‘'s
another documentary work done with the assistance of B. Shastri and
I. Simon is & compilation of Imporiant Directive on Administiration

of NEFA (1967)13. in fact it is due to his toil and foresight that

today we get a good amount of ressarch material on ArunachallQ.

¢

In the aftermath of the Indo-Chinese border conflict in
1862, & number of books were published following the nationalistic
upsurge. The army officials, newspaper'columnists; and academicians
as well narrated the war events and aired their viewpoints. As
Arunachal had also been in the war-front, such literature provided

many valuable information which would have otherwise been unknown.

Somse of +them are Ramssh Sanghvi's Ivwdia's MNorthern Frontier and
China (18862}, F.C, Chakravarty's India—China Relations (1865), J.P.

Dalvi'‘s The Himalayan Slunder (1969), S. P. Verma's The Struggle for

111108 - .
24 Méy ,q34 :;@ﬂ‘f.e;;:@:;..éug”g?

AbE £

el s



the Himnalayas (1871), and Karunakar Gupta's The Hiddern Nistory of

thve Sitno—Indian Frontiler (1974)15.

The nation-wide political concern arising on the heels of
the border conflict drove the attention of the inguisitive ming
towards this otherwise isolated érea. During this time appeared B.K.
Roy Burman‘'s Demographic and Socilo—Econonic FProfiles of the Hills of
North—-East India (197#8), where he compiled a good amount of tribe
specific empirical data that have been collected during the Census
operations in the past. In his book Enchanted Frontiers (1571), Nari
Rusteomji reflected on some aspects of policy measures towards
Arunachal and their evolution. In his subsequent boogk I[mgerililed

Frontiers (1883), he articulated his views much more sharply .

During the last two decades, the growth of ethnic
movements particularly among the tribals and also the increasing
role of regional politics specially in the hills have become =a
challenging concern tD\ the academics and administrators alike.
Studies have been carried out in increasing numbers over years to
cognize the tribal tangle in the Indian society, and thereby
bringing into existence a separate school of Tribal Development
Studies. In some of these studies, Arunachal is répresented

directly, in some others indirectly. A few of the books in this
|

category are K.S. Singh's Tribal Situation in India (1872), L.P.
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Vidyarthi's Tribol Zulture of ania'(1877), Bhupinder Sing and J.S.
Bhandari edited Tridal World anrd [its Transformation (1888), K.S.
Singh edited ZLconomics of the Tribes and Theilr Transformation
{18821}, Jaganaih Fathy's Tribal Peasantry : Dynomics of Development
{1984}, J.P. Singh & N.N. Vyas edited Tridat Develcopment (1888), and
S. Sengupta & D. Mukhopadhyay edited Adlternative Tribal 5evelopment

Ferspeciive (19881,

Coming now to the area of specific studies on economic
development of Arunachal, the literature, so far puﬁlished, is
indeed scanty. The first such study had been done by the National
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) as esarly as in 1867 in
pnrder to facilitate plan formulation for economic development--the
need that was felt after 1962--and was published under the title
Techno—Economic Suruey of NEFA. However, inadequacy of data and
practical needs had made it largely an impressionistiec and
prescriptive study that inteﬁded *to prepare a framework of
development with which specific programmes of action could be fitted

as and when appropriate detailed data were available*le.

The Council suggested to utilize two of the available
|
physical resources, i.e. forests and hydro-powsr of Arunachal for

the "natlonal interest? which would otherwise remain unutilized in

17




absence of any local demand. It recommended, inter vali&,three
priority areas for action : ‘tfansport‘, ‘development af ‘natural
resources', and ‘improvement in human resources‘. It ‘advocated,
‘relaxation of the Inner Line regulation' ‘which prevents any
immigrationiof labour in NEFA that has created shortage of even
unskilled Labour‘17. The Council also suggested to develop
‘agricultural colonies' in sparsely populated areas and hand them
over to suitable outsiders. It held *that this sort of controlled
migration will he the first step in the integration process which
must inevitably come; a continued isolation of the NEFA tribals from

the rast of the population is also perniciocus for the deveiopment of

1
the tribals and their economy’ 8._

AT a quick successzion sanother similar but more specific
survey was done by a Study Team sponscred by I[DBI and other
financial and developmental agencies. The survey report came up in
1872 undaer the title Indusirial FPotential Survey: Aruvnachoal Proadesh.

This report alsc =choed the policy prescriptions of the e=arlier

NCAER study in relation to industrial developmentig.

Many of the suggestions made by the NCAER were executed

in the ltater years. But till now, no work has been under#aken from

|
any gquarters to study the pattern of economic development that

!
Arunachal has undergone for the last twentyfive years 'since the
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formulation of its "framework of development® in 1867 by NCAER. S.D.
Jha's Wealth of Adruncchal Prad;éh (1885), and PF.S. Datta‘'s Econcomic
Development of Arunachal (1951) are no doubt complementary work in
this regard. While the former primarily deals with the gquantitative
aspects of the development of agriculture and allied activities, the
latter seeks to esvaluate the role of North Eastern Council (NEC), a
premier regional develgpment agency, in economic developmant of

Adrunachal.

3
0,

A separate mention may be made of the study Economic

£

Soctal Change in North East (1988) by Habung Payeng, an young Apa
Tani Scholar, that carries a participant observer's view on the

process of change in Arunachal.

A few books published in recent years on the economy of
north-east, e.g., A.K. Agarwal's Neorth-East Indiga : 4n Ecornomic
Perspective (1885), and Economic Froblems and FPlanning in North East
India, {(edl), (189871, Gopal Bardoloi and A.K. Neog's Ecanomy. af
North—East India (19586), have either presented state-wise accounts
of various econﬁﬁic activities or activity-wise position of the
north-sgastern states measured in terms of conventional qu;ntitative

indicators of economic development. These works, thougﬁ rich in

i
information, hardly help in understanding the socioc-economic
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dynamics of change and development of the +tribal sogieties in

Arunachal.

A few studies have been made in the reoent>past which can
profitably be used towards these ends. They are : S. Chaube‘'s HIll
Politics in Norih East India (1873), S.M. Dubey's Modernisation and
Elites In drunachal FPradeskh (1875}, J.K. Barthakur‘s Lond and
Landlock {198#1, B.P.' Misra‘s "Kirata Karyokinesis 5 An
Introductiion to the Political Economy of Tribal Societies in
North-East India® (1982), and "Socisty and Politics in the Hitl
‘Areas of North-East India" (1883}, in Economics of the Tribes and
their Transformatibn by K.S. Singh {ed) and The Emergence and Eole
of Middle Class in North East India by B. Dutta Ray (ed)
respectively; S.N. Mishra's "Arunachal‘'s Tribal Economic Formations
and their Dissolution®{1983), in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.
IVill, No. 43,1883 J.B. Ganguly's ®*The Economic Condition and
Change in North-East India®, and B. Pakem's "Political Development
and Change in North-East [ndia® , both in A.P. Sinha (ed}, Changing
North—East India (1886) gnd P.S. Datta's ®"Elesctoral Dynamics in
Fastern Himalayas : The case of Arunachal Pradesh®™, in author's
India's North East : 4 study in ?Tanéition {18982). These studies
focussed on the socio-economic dynamics of the tribal communities in
Arunachal. Ewven though most of them are piece works tacking a

totality in tﬁeir perspectives, they contain useful insights about

P
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the internal dynamics of change of the tribal communities of the

region in general and Arunachal in particular.

Apart from them, &a good number of micro-studies have
already been carried out by Census organisation and Agro-Economic
Research Centre (AERC}), Jorhat, at various points of time. During.
1861 Census while Arunachal was for the first time brought under
Census operation, socio-economic survey had been conducted in
villages like Sibuk, Jia, Momong, Dalbiﬁg, Ramsing, Jara and Koreng.
Village Survey monographs for all these villages had been prepared
by B.K. Roy Burman but except one of the monographs--Jara
{(19686)--all remain in mimeographic form. 1871 Census published two
important micro-studies--J.B. Ganguly‘'s 4 Fllct Study of FPasighat
and Roy Burman's Socio—Economic Survey of Rupae, a Sherdukpen
village. -Similarly. 1881 Census published a detailed Town Surwey
Report on Tezu. Beside these empirical Census works, Scholars of
AERC also conducted socio-economic survey in a few wvitlages in
Arunachal. Of them D. Gohain and S. Saikia's "Khonsa : A
socio-economic survey of a Nocte-Naga Village in NEFA" (187¢)
{mimeo}, M. Barkataky and P.C. Dutta‘'s "Pakam : Socio-Economic
Survey of a Gatllong Village®™ (1872} {(mimeol), U. Phukan's (et al)
"Bamin ¢ A Socio-Economic Survey of an Apa Tani VWillage® (1878}

{mimeo), and N.R. Goswami and S.N. Buragohain‘s ®Hatiduba : A

]

goio-Economic Survey of a #iju Mishmi Yillage? (1882) {(mimeo), are

g
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important. These empirical micro-studies can gainfully be used to
arrive at some sort of generalisation of the traditional tribal

economy of Arunachal.

During the last few yearzs & geries of publications have
bgen brought out by the NEC, Shillong, the North-East India Council
far Social Science Research (NMEICSSR), Shillong, a premier research
institution, and the North-East India History Association, Shillong.
Their proceedings, Books Journals and reports often contain writings
on Arunachal which are also no less important. Apart from them,
State Government departments like Directorate of Regsearch,
Directorate of Information and Public Relations, and Directorate of
Economics and Statistics publish and produce materials worthy of

consultation.

Whatever research works~-of course in the realm of
pre-Doctoral and Doctoral ltevel-- have been undertaken, most of them
are either historical or at cultural plane. A few works have
addressed themselves to the administrative development of the State
or on tribal administration. Except Sudatta Sikdar‘s “Assam Trade of
the Arunachalig 1884-1985: A Study of the British Policy®™ (1881},
{M. Phill.}, North Eastern Hill University, {(Unpublished), no work,
so far, has been undertaken to study the eméfging pattern of

Arunachal economy with reference to her industrial development and
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conseguent resalignment of prnduatiqn relations. A general
perapective is yet td be framed which could be used to explain the
process of soclio-sconomic development of Arunachal Pradesh and to
understand the role of internal social dynamics as well as the
influence of exterior factors in this process. The nature of social
transformation which haé been a concomitant ocutcome of the erosion
of traditional tribal economic structure in the face of planned

capitalist penetration is alseo remained to be enumerated.

1.3 METHOUD OF ENQUIRY

This study 1is mostly empirical in nature. The facts and
figures used to analyse the queris raised and incorporated in
different Chapters were gafhered from both secondary as well as
primary sources. Data have besen collected through a number of visits
to different places. During December-January, 1986-98, a visit was
paid to Shillong, Jorhat and Itanagar, the capital of “Arunachal
Pradesh, to work at the libraries of both academic as well as
government institutions. The next +trip was undertaken during
February-March, 1988, to work exclusively at Itanagar in order to
collect material from various government departments and
non-government developmental agencies. Both formal and informal
consul tations had been made with the officials and other

khowledgeable persons during the stay. Another visit was undertaken

]
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in the month of September in order to collect and consult material
at the libraries and regional offices of wvarious developmental
agencies locatgd both at Guwahati and Shillong. During January,
1891, a short visit was arranged for Delhi to work at the office of
the Planning Commission. The data gaps in our investigation were
then sorted out after analysing the collected material. Accordingly,
two more trips ware underiaken——one to Itanagar during
December-January, 1881-92, and another to Dibrugarh and Tinsukia
during Octobeyr, 1882--in order to generate some freéh data through

both formal interviews and also informal ways.

For secondary data, cross-verification was made wherever
possible between wvarious institutional statisties. Moreover the
congruity and incongruity between descriptive or gualitative reports
and other such departmental publications were noted and necessary
observations have been made in proper places. In mahy cases
quantitative evidences could not be supplied for qualitative
evaluations as the same are not avaitable. As a result,
impressionistic statements, inspite of conscious attempt to keep
them as minimum as possible, can be found in some cases. While
'secondar& data have been used, inferences and explanations are made
independently and attempts have been made to avoid tﬁe publicity

biases of such data for which these have often been generated.



Primary data used in this study are of two types. One set
of data have been culled from the records of different Government
Departments as wsll as non;Government agencies which are then
classified, proceased and analysed. Data of this category are not
generated by the present ressarcher bﬁt have been used for the first
time. The another set of data, used mainly in Chapter-¥1, have been
generated through formal interviews wusing cfassified interview
schedules. Apart from these, facts and information are also gathered

through informal tatks with the officials and other individuails as

well.

A total of 55 small and tiny industrial units extending
over Naharlagun and Itanagar have been surveyed formally. Separate
interview schedule has been prepsred and canvassed for the
enterﬁrise, entreprenaurs and workers. While studying the emergence
of entrepreneurial c¢lass in Arunachal, only the private sector
entrepreneurs are taken into account and interviewed accordingly.
But in case of workers, both those whﬁ are employed in public sector
-as well as private sector have begen incorporated into the sample.
But of a total of 487 workers employed in all the 55 units under
survey, a sample of 7?5 workers, i.e. 15 percent of the total, has
been drawn for the study. A multi-stage purposive sampling technique
has been adaopted for which the detail is presented in the proper

place in the text.



In addition to this ‘present Chapter where a brief
introduction is followed by literature gurvey, and the method of
enquiry, the work is divided into six more Chapters. An attempt is
made mainly on the basis of higtorical and anthropological studies
in Chapter-11 to reconstruct the esconomic activities of the frontier
tfibés prior to independence. The pre—independenée state of
agricul ture,crafts and wmanufacturing, and trading activities have
been discu=ssed rather elaborately. Chapter-1IIl has outtined the
pattern of emerging property rights, and hierarchial social
relations among the traditional tribal communities of Arunachal.
Chapter-1V contains the discussion on the policy of the Government
towards development and industrialisation of the territory during
the post- Independence pefiod in view of accelerating the process of
integration.The state of industrial development wunder public,
private and | co-operative sectors, and the pattern of
industrialisatiqn witnessed by the State have been presented in
Chapter-V. Chapter-¥i deals with the emergence of industrial
classes,i.e., the entrepreneurs and the industrial workers in
Arunachal. Finally, concluding obéervations have been made in the

last Chapter.
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NOTES AND REFERENCES

sSuniti Kumar Chatterji, Kiragta—Jonoa—Kril, «os4), The Asiatic
Socisty, Calcutta. Also Cl'{atter_jt“s obaarvation that: “In Hindu
history and Hindu religion in Nepal, north and agost Bengal and
Assam, assimilation of Kirata eloaments is a factor of primary
importance”. Quoted in  J.N. Chovdhury, Arunachatl Through the
Ages, aoa2), published by J. Chovdhury, Shillong, p. ?7.

Harakonta Barua, Assam Buranjil, p. 40, reoferred to the Akas,
Daftas, Miris and Abors who wvare granted, during tha reign af
King Pratap Singh Ltsa3-41 A.D.), some viltages in the plains
whare inhabitants had to cultivats paddy for their magsters,
i.e., the above mentioned tribegs. s. K. Bhuyan, {edy, Deadbual
dssam Buranjii, . B4-55, wmentioned of an  early  skpedition  of  the
Ahom army in 1524 A.D. against the Bangnis known as Paschima
Daflas to the Assamese. Harakanta Barud, Co. cit., p- 4G,
roported that the Mishwmis verse tirst known to the Ahoms during
the reign af King Shuchingpha HS44—-48 A.D.>. s. K. Bhuyan, ted),
Kachart Buranjii, PpP. o4-97, narrated tha marvatlous performancs
of the Miris who Joined in King Rudra singhars army to fight
against the Kacharess 4?06 A.D.). . K. Qohain, dAssam Under the
dlhoms, PP. 7-8, reported  that the migrated Khamptis from  Burmo
ware permitted to sattle on the Tengapant river in 1751 A.D. by
the thetn  Ahom  King. 8. K. Bhuyan, Iwuagkfuangia Buranii, p. 150,
noted that in 1707 A.D. thea singphos in attiance with the
Moamarias ravaged [ number of vitlages in the sastern part of
Assam, tGited in L. Devi, Abome~Tribal Relations, HOSR?,
published by the authoress, Gouhatiy.

Ms. Bower also noted the point as to why the Britishers annexed
and brought the tribes Living south of the rivar Brahmaputra
under direct administration sparing their northern counterparts
wvhite both the cases were unrevarding. She - obgerved that “the
tribes south of the river are strong and aggressive:* while theair
compatriots to the north were “milder: and’ hance the Britishers
had no choice hat to bring them undar direct controt, though it
wos axpensive, (Ursula Graham Bower, The Hidden Land, Lonmy,
John Murray, London, p. xiU,

In t his connection the view © of Mr. wWard, the Chief Commisstionear
of Assam, may wall be noted. Following the Abor Expadition of
1803-94 he, vhile revieving the resutts in a letter to
Government of India, wrote SThey tthe Aborsil may, after the
tesson they have Nnow tearnt, kesp guiat for five vaars op S0 -
possibly for ten yeurs; but after that, the Chief Commissioner
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1
has Littte doubt that the tesson of the past will hava hasan
forgotton, impudent demands and ingolent behaviour will be
repected and wilt go on inersasing year - after yoar, until
anathear avar act of hoatility is committed, folloved by another

axpadition, and possibly annexation, resuliing in  permonent
additional exgpenditure for the purpose of adeinistering a
cowuntery which will bring wus in o revernue 10 returr ismphasis

CUrst. . . . If we are going ts strike at all e thse Chief
Commissioner thinke it is battar that oS shoutld strike ot once.

BY diatngy 83 the Govarnmeant of Trdia may, by the tmmadiate
axpanditurs of x takh  ond a  half of © rupees save many Lakhs of
annuatly recurring expenditure hereafter” Reobert Raid, History
of the Frontiler Areas Bordering on Assam : From 1883-194%,

o422, Assam Governwment Press, Shiltong, p. 1e8).
)

F. Ratzel, Politische Geographic, 895, Berlin, cCited in
J.R.V. |Prescott, The Geography of Frontiers ond Boundaries,
19a3), Hulchinson University Library, London, p. 1t.

Stotisticol outline of NEFA-1964, Statistical Branch, NEFA,
Shittong, pp. 2Z0-23. :

Books written by the sarly British authors wmainly on aAssam  aolsc

contained many useful facts and information on the then Naorth
Eastern  Frontier. Some of them are @ John Mcoshe Togograghy af
dssam (183?, W. Robinsonws A Descripgiive Account af Assam
#8441, John Butlers Trauels and Adventures in the FProvince of
Assam 4855, W.W. Hunters A Statistical Account o©f Assam
48?9, '
Apart from thesa, A fow books written by tha British explorara
which haod been the regult of an attempt to extend British
commercial intereat to Tibat and china Are alas uaaful in
understanding the geo—economic importance of the North Eastern
Frontier., Some of them are : F. Younghushands India and Tildet
2oL, F. M. Bailey s CRhinc, Tibet, Assam 104%5), and No
passport (o Tibel Wos5?. In  this context o special mention  may
e mads of the .  work of Atastair Lamb, % Trinity scholar. Hiz

book, Britain and Chinese Centzral dsia  wssor, ta found useful
in understanding British commercial interest in the Frontier.

The following historical writings are also found useful. Edward

Gaits History of dAssam deos, L. ¥  Shakespears History of
Assam Rifles (1020, a.C. Baner jee's Eastern Froniier of
British India Hoas), Lakshmi Devi's Aror-Teidal Retlations
dosE, H.K. Barpujari's Pro&lem of the HILL Tribes : North East
Frontier 18e2-42, vol. I, 1o70); did 184372, vol. 1X 1o78);
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1oid {873-{962, wol. 111 dgen, D.X. Palivs Sentinels of the
North East : The dssam Rifles uoa4dr.
8. Stonor's article was published in Anthropos, veol. 47, 1952,
¢, Edward Tuite Dalton discussed, tn Group I of his book

Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal «oez), about the tribes of the
North Eastern Frontier.

10. Haimendori s aubsequent works inctlude : Exploration i tihe
Eastern Himalayas aead, Himaloyan - Bardbary, aossy, The Apa
Tanls and Theilr Nelghbours wesz, South Asian Sccieilies wuose;
4 Himalayan Tribe : Frowm Cattle to Cash, wuesom, and NHighlanders
of drurachal Pradesh osz).

414, Later satudies in this line include : L.R.N. Srivastava s The
Gallongs «oem, and dAmong the Wanchos of Arunachal we?3a; J.N.
chovdhury"s The Hitl Miris of Subansird HO?M, Lila Gogotl
edited The Tal Khanties aov, Parul Duttas The Noctes  aova,

M.M. Dhasmonas (Rhe Roanos of drunachal Fradesh Wweto), Niranjan
sarkara Buddihiism Among the Monpas ‘and the Sherdukpens Wwesom,
Neery Nondas Tawang : The Land of Mon uesz, XK. Xumars The
Faillibos uesty and The Boris uosz).

12. The Census study by A.K; Paul and A. Pyrtuh entitled as

Handicraftl 3Survesy Report : Wood Carving of the Wanchos doeso;
P.C. Duttea and D.K. .- Duarah edited HNandicrafts of drunachal
Pradesh Loo0), and “Traditional Handicrafts of the Tribes of
arunachal Prodesh before Independence" by Gurudas Das in the
Journal of North Easti India Council for Social Scilence Research,
vol, 15, No. 2, Woot:,, wmaoy be vieved as follow wup worke in thisg
tine.

3. P. N, Luthrae Constiiutional and Adminisirative Growth of the

North East Frontier Adgency do?, s also  another such useful
compilation.

td. Elwints other i{mportant works relating to the tribes of
arunachal  include : Myths of North East Frontier of India
aes?, Report of the Comnmittes cori Special Mulitigurpgose Tribal
Blocks,ted, oo, A New Deal for Tridal India, iled, oem;
and 4 New Book of Tribal Ficiiorn wo?om.

15, A fewv other such works are : G.8. Bhargovas The Batlile For NEF4
: The Undeclared War «1964), Kusum Nargotkars In the Wake of
Chinese Thrusl oS, B.M. Kauls The Untold Slory use?, and
G.N. Raos The India-China Border : 4 Reappraisal uccm,
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16, NCAER, Techno-Economic Survey of NEFA, 4967, Newv Delhi, p.wv.

27, B4, p.  vii.

18. I, p.  wviil.

1o, In this connaction mention may ba made of a faw other
davelopmantatl raports, 2. 3., Planning Commiaaion's “Report of
the study Taam on Tribal Davelopment Programmes : North East
Frontier Agancy” HOSH (mimaol, Small Industriss Sarvice
Institute's (SIS "Report on the Devaltopment of Swmatl Scale
Industries in North-East Frontier Agency” . oL, (mimao?, and
State  Rank of Indiata Lead  Bank Schams suUrvay raporta and  Credit

Plans for the districts of Arunachal formutated during the

sevanties.
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