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CHAPTER - V

SOC I0-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICSOF ART ISANS

Survey ‘findings of 2108 households engaged in
cottage industries

Distribution of households engaged in
cottage industries

Subsidiéry gccupation of artisens
Workers composition end classification
Landhoiding of households |
Housing condition of households

Family size of housgholds

Educational level of households
Learning process and transfer of skill
Distribution of averege working period

Artisans indebthess

Standard of living of artisans

Summary

Distribution of K households by location,
rural background and workers

Distribution of households by size of landholding

Table showing relation between holding ofland
and participation in household industry
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Distribution of households by family size
Distribution of age of workers

Distribution of households by number of rooms
Distribdtion of households by construction of room
Distribution of workers by literacy

Distribution of transfer of skill by source
Distribution of workers by average period of wofk
_ Distribution of households by indebtness
Distribution of households by level of living

Distribution of households engaged in cottage
industries and village hats at distance from

town markets.
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5.1 Cottage industry and backward classes, particularly
scheduled castes and tribes are very often interlinked. It
is seen that most of the people of the backward castes are
engaged in producing something at their home with the help
of their family labour. If we go through our caste system,
we would see that our caste pattern is nothing but occupa-
tional pattern. During Aryan period we had four classes’ in
our society, namely - Brahmin for worship and education,
Khattriya for defence, BéiSya for trade and commerce and
Suddra for service. In our recent past, even at present our
occupational pattern follows castes pattern, e.g. Tati and
Jallia = concerned with weaving and spinning; Sutrakar -
Carpentry; Kamar and Karmakar with metal works; Chamar -
‘producing leather products, and. so on.

) Artisans are the most sweated class of our society.,
So they are basically poor. There are historical factors for
the perpetuation of theii poverty. It is not fact that, they
are poor because they are poor, but they are poor because

they are mostly unorganised and simple.

Revival of cottage and village industries is an
urgent need. For this sound planning is essential which
further needs study of the problems of artisans. Here an
attempt has been made to trace out the problems of artisans
in the district of West Dinajpur. The study, however, is

micro .in nature.

5.2 The study covers 2108 households engaged in house-
hold industries viz. Handloom (weaving and spinning); Pottery,
Bricks and Tiles manufacturing; Jewellery; Dhokra(Carpet) and
rope menufacturing from Jute, manufacturing of Met and
Chattysa (Bamboo, cane and cork product); Leather goods manu-
facturing; Oil making, Carpentry; Beedi manufacturing; Food
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stuff processing Embroidery, Jari and Garment making;
Blacksmithy etc.; scattered throughout the district in
rural, urban and semi-urban areas, taken at random

(Annexure - 2).

The information is collected by questionnaire
method in field investigation. The questionnaire, so used,
given in the Annexure No. 3. The questionnaire has been
tested before it's use. The study is subject to the limi-
tations, which are inherent in questionnaire method.

5.3 SURVEY FINDINGS :

5.3.1 2108 households, so selected at random, throughout
the district, belong to both rural and urban areas. Their
location and rural background are given in Table No.T 5.3.l1.
According to obtained data, of the total 2108 households,
112 (5.31%) belong to urban area and 1996 (94.59%) are con-
fined to rural areas. Thus, it follows that the distribu-
tion of households engaged in cottage industries is a skewed

distribution.

5.3.2 We noticed two types of households. One engaged
only in Cottage industries and the other engaged both in
agriculture and manufacturing. Table No. T5.3.1 shows that
55% of the households have dual occupation i.e. both aegri-
culture and manufacturing and the rest i.e. 45% engaged
‘only in manufacturing. The incidence of dual occupation
also appears in case of households engagedAonly in manu-
facturing. It is seen that during the peak season of agri-
culture, specially'during land preparation and 'Nirani' for
Kharif crops, the demand:of labour moves upward, since
kharif crops (paddy & jute) are main crops of the district.



Table T5.3.1

JISTRISUTICN CF HCUSEHSLD 8Y LOCATICN, RURAL BACKCRIUND AND WORKERS COMPGSITICN,

Households Laocation Rural backcround Jorkers Total .
. * . ®
Total _ Urban Rural ~a B Male Female Hired
2108 112 1996 1161 947 3130 1053 423 4606
531 54'69 5500 45'00 (67'95) (22'66) (3'06)
s) With Cultivation, [:j sercentace of total households Source : Fisld survey

b) Without Cultivaticn, ()

percantace of total wcrkers

MALE WORIKERS

FEMNALE LWUORKERS

HIRED HORKERS

CLASKFICATION OF
i Y STATUS

NORKERS

¥ Family workers

7

LVT
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This period is also accompanied by the decrease in demand "
of coods, since villagers mostly invest their funds in '
agriculture. Following,the,falling demend and svailable
cffer for labour, the artisans joined labour group. The
artisans also occasionally work as 'Gharami', Fisherman
etc. In recent times, some of the artisans have opened
poultry, animal husbandry (only cows & goats), getting
assistance. from GC.A.D.C. (previously 'C.A.D.P.) both
financially and technically. | '

503.3 The total number of artisans {inclusive of workers)
engaged in these 2108 households is 4606. Table T 5.3.1
shows that-the incidence of hired labour is very low. A
further investigation‘also unfolds that the incidence of

" hired labour appeers almost in.urban establishments, which
are mostly 20 to 30 times larger than the rural units. Thus
it is follows that cottage units is the other name of self-
employed units and are less concérned with lsbour troubles.

5304 Table T 5.2.1 also shows that the cottage units
mainly employed family workers. Of the total workers 67.95%
are male and 22.86% are fema;e. In the rural units the par-
ticipation of women workers is about at par, of male workers,
Thus, it follows that household industries are unique tools
for tapping the productivity of rural women in rural develop-
ment. These industries not only bring economic freedom but
also pfovide security to vast, illiterate, neclected rural
women. Perhaps the socizl benefit so achieved is unmeasureble;
specially when we are talking about ™Women's liheration®.

5.2.5 Table T'5.2.2 showing the landholdings of the ‘house-
holds engaged in cottage industries. According to the table
all the households in the rursl aress possess some amount of

land.,
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Table T75.3.2

SIZE CF LANDHOLDING CF HTUSEHULIS

Land in Acre House holds /4 uf total households c.f.

0 to 1.00 - 1007 4777 1007

1.01 to 2.4 207  9'E1 1214

10 & above 184 8'76 2108

[Py

Total 2108 : 100 '00  source-field surve:

[— : : 2108
' . Y2000

.v ; ' —h%o
1600 .
\Yov

——
1200

NUMben Of HouSehold~—>

l

1000

—1—800

T 600

—1— Loo

I e 1]/

L
A S S VU UPY S R

Loamd HOIoLiwj% 3 8 2 o

- OGIVE AND LANDHOLDING
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Table T9.3.24

_BETWEEN HCLOING GF LANDS & FARTICIRATIOGN
' IN HOUSEHOLD .INDUSTRY.

‘Holding gf X % of parti- Y d: dz
Land in acre " Rank .- cipation in Sank (X=Y)
- o household
industry
0-1.00 1 4777 6 -5 25
1.00-2.4 2 581 3 -1 1
2.50-4.9 3 1585 5 -2 4
5.00-7.4 . 4 12'47 4 o . o
0.0 & sbove G g'i6 2 4 16
. 2
N = 6 Yde= 62
Source -~ field survey
Note : To find ocut whether there exist any relaticn in hetwean

holding of Land and participation of workers in house-

holg industry, we have calculated the co-relation co-

gefficient, uwsing Spearman's formula of Rank correlation
= ?

; v . . ..
vhere r = 1= i%%, , I = Co-relation co-efficient
N3- : .
and n = number of observaticn. COur calculatiun :-
. r = - 8X62° 272 | _ 9710
6%- 6 210

Frdm the. above value of r we may conclude that hulding

of land snd participaticn in household industry are

Astrongly (r = -'?7) but inversely related. That is

greater the holding of lznd lesser the participants in

’ . . . L . N
household industry, lesser the holding, greater the

‘participation in househcld industry.



Table T5.35.35

DISTRISUITIGN CF HCUSCHULD BY FAMILY S51ZE
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Family member Household % of total Household
1 to 3 157 7144
4 to 6 1006 4772
& to 8 527 43197
9 to shdve 21 0'87
Total 2108 0 00

Suurce=-Field

survey

Table No.

T5.3.4

AGE DISTRIBUTICE UF WORKERS

" Workers

Age oroup ,,» uf total wourkers
0-14 : 224 4187
15-34 2174 47122
35-56 1834 42'08
60 & above 270 5'83
Total 4606 100 '00 Sowurce-figld

3Urvey

X ﬁ U¥.z27

A e S T e S e U=
er Xy TV ) S PV
e T s R T

S ln e g

PRO?ORT!eW OF AGE GROUPOF ATDRIKERS
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Majority of the holdings are within the limit of
five acres. Data showsthat 47.77% of the households poss-
ess land upto one acre, which is significant in terms of
households but is insignificant in terms of holding.
Three~fourth of the household possess landless than five
acres. The incidence of higher land holding among the
households is insignificent. Thus it is evident from the
table that majority. of the households belong to small and
marginal fermerscategory and they have agriculture as sub-
sidiary occupation. A hich degree of correlation (r= (-)77)
meaéured*in between landholding end participation in house-
- hold industries (Table T 5.2.24).

5436 Each of the households have to support femily
dependents, as it is shown in Table T 5.3.3. It appears

that 47.72% of the households were supporting at an average
4 to 6 members and 43.57% of the households were supporting
at an average 6 to 8 members. The incidence of very small
and very large family size is limited in our sample survey.
Thus, it appears that the households usually support a large
number of member per head.

56367 Table T 5.3.4 showing the age classification of the
workers engaged in cottage industries. According to survey,
the ‘age group up to 14 years accounts for only 4.87% of
workers and age group beyond 60 years of age, accounts for
only 5.83% of the workers and the remainder 89.20% belong to
the age group of 15 to 59 year. The low rate participation
" of the first age group indicates that the present youths are
not attracted by the traditional industries. The lower.parti-
cipation percentage of thé age group beyond 60 years indicates
low active cepacity, if not, low 1life expectancy of the arti-
sans. Thus the situatioﬁ has to be restored to bring balance |
in the economic structure.
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Table T5.3.5

BISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHGLD BY NUMBER CF RGUMS

. Room prsehold % of totsl Fember per % of total . of

household room - population rooms
1 . 1472 . 89'83 5 E0'75 49'10
2 463 22'00 4 2661 51103
3 07 555 3 11416 16 '60
4 & 66 . 2762 2 o qv4B 3927
above : ‘
Total 2108 100°'00 - - . 10'00 ¢ 100'00

Source .- Field survey-

Table T5.3.5A

DIJTRIUUTIUN UF HCUJLHDLO 8Y bLhJTPUL]IUh & USE
AS FAKKA & KATCHA :

Total ~ Pakka ,  Katcha Use as ~ Us
Ire

e oS

Household ' _ : workshap sicence
208 64 . . w44 - 7 2101
(3.04)  (96.%4)" (0.33)  (%9.87)

Figures in bracket represents /5 &f total households.

Source - ‘Field survey

P
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5.3.8 The households surveyed, are in & critical situa-
tion as regard to their residential accommodation. Table

- T 5¢3.5 gives the distribution of households by room per
houses and members per room. According to data, out of
2108 households, 1472 i.e. 69.83% of households have just
one room per house and 463 i.e. 22% of the total households
have 2 rooms.at an average. The percentage of household
having room 3 per house is 5.55% and 4 and above room per
house is 2.62%. '

69.83% of households account for 49.10% of the
total rooms and 60.75% of total population with 4 to 5
members per room. 22% of the households account for 31.03%
of total rooms and 26.61% of total population with 3 to 4
members per room. The households having 2 to 3 members per
room is negligible.,

54349 Table T 5.3.5A gives the distribution of houses by
Pakka and Katchaj; and rooms available for workshops. Accor-
ding to the table 3,04% of rural houses are Pskka i.e. made
of bricks, cement and tin etc. and 96.94% of the houses are
Katcha i.e. made of bamboo, straw, cane, etc, ohly 0,33% of ..~
the households have the accommodation for workshop.

4 It is evident that the households are suffering
from acute scercity of rooms, which is a barrier to the growth
of entrepreneurshipe. It is seen that most of the households
use 'VARANDA!' as workshop, which is neither secured nor safe.

5.3.10 Table T 5.3.6 showing the distribution of the artisans
by literacy, illiteracy and level of education, engaged im
cottage industries, Of the 4606 workers engaged in 2108 units,
only 816 i.e. 18% are literate and 3790 i.e. 82% are illitereate.
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Table To.3.6

DISTRlﬁUTIUP.GF UCRKERS BY LITERACY, ILLITERACY
- ANO LEVEL OF EDUCATION :

Uorker ' Illiterate Literate Frimary Middle Aboy
. Male 3553 . 2842 7110 696 15 A
(80 '00) (20'00) (s0'00) (z0'o0)
Female 1053 ©s4g 105 105 NA NA
: (sor'eo) (10'00) (100°'00) NA NA
Tatal = 4606 3720 816 B0 1 15 A
: -{(82'00) (18*'00) (98'00) (z2'00)
Source - Field survey
300
%z'.‘o ' ’I,
"y 80:0 ///
“74 ', ' -y
4 Ry ‘ e
' hyy -y
0. Y o 11/
et I 1/
“ ) 171
e 7y /1
1t /l/ liy
/14 17} /7
iy fy /47
71,1180 ¢ 20.0 §VZ7
l1¢ “ 7, I l "
Tegl ! 172} 71711010
43 77
Ht '-, ] ///1! !
TorAL MALE ‘ vt dod
™MA FEMALE

PROPORTION O F LATERREY RY STATUS




Table TS5.3.7

TRANSFER GF SKILL - by Source and times of learning in Selected Crafts

Crzfts Ng. of fFormal Train%ng

A From hezidity 1-2 2-4 4-6°  G-zhove
respondents No. - /o Mo . P
Weaving of Cloths 5D 4 8 46 92 28 28 -
Mat and Bgsket 12 : - - o1z 100 2 10 -
Ohokra | 22 3 13 1 §7 - 18
Pottery 20 - - 20 100 18 2 -
Carbentry’ 8 2 - 25 6 .75 S 3 -
Embroidery & L B
Tailoring 3 28 - 82 8 18 - - ~
Jewellery 18 - .- 18 100 - 5 . 5
Shoe making 7 - - 7 100 - 24 10
Total 171 37 21 134 79 - - -

Spurce - Field survey

Btock

Vcluntary Srganisstion
Govt. Institution

0IC Training Procramme

Spurce cof Formel Training -

2N -
e N N S

38T
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The rate of literacy among the males is 20% and 18% among
the females. Of the total literates, 98% have only Primary
education and rest 2% have reached the middle level of
education. The level of education indicates, how far the
artisans are guided by old~rule of thumb knowledge in the
technique of production. The darkness in scientific know-
ledge, perhaps, is a factor for their inefficiency and low
productivity.

5.3.11 Transfer of skill and learning process given in
Table T 5.3.7+ It.is seen that out of total respondents of ’
171,0nly 37 i.e. 21% have formal training and have got the
technique;from outside sources; and 134 i.e. 79% have gqt
their knowledge of production technique from their parents.
Excluding embroidery and tailoring (that accounts for 82%
formal training), the number of other artisans, those have
got formal training from outside sources is insignificant.
The artisans engaged in handloom, mats and baskets manufac-
turing, dhokra weaving, pottery, carpentry, jewellery and
shoe making, mostly got their skill from their parents. In
other words majority of the artisans follow trzditional tech-
nique ofkproduction.‘The sectional view shows that 92% of
weavers, 100% of mat and basket manufacturer, 87% of dhokra
manufacturer, 100% of potters, 75% of carpenters, 100% of
jewellers and 100% of shoe makers depended on their tradi-
tioﬁal process of production and technique transferred
from heredity.

The sources of formel training are Industrial
Extension Officer (Block), Voluntary Organisations, DIC and
Government Training Institutions. These institutions occa-
sionally prepare programme for imparting technical knowledge
to the rural artisans.



Table T5.3.8

DISTRISUTION OF FERIOD OF WORK HY WORKERS BACKLRGUND

) | Month Mid. Frequency of . Frzguency of Frequency of Freguency oFfI'F22quency of.’
|
|

work point Total Haouse- ' Rural House- Urban House- Households Household without
periad holds holds holds . with Culti- "Zultivation.
‘ ' : : vation.
X t - 1 u c ' ‘o

| _ = T ™ T
| 1 to 3 2 102 - 88 4 , 67 35

4 to 6 5 £21 " 511 .10 324 187 -

7 to 9 8 173 . - 164 S _ 88 75

10 to 12 11 1312 1223 85 : ' 672 : 540

Total 2108 1996 12 , 1161 €47 ' Scurce-field survey

Note : To drau statisticsl significant about the availability of job with rsspect to the background

of households, we have developed the Fallowing hypcthesis :

1) Average uorking‘periqd'bétueen Urbzn and Rural sector does nzt differ signiFicantiy
tHat is Xu=Xr '

-2) Average working period of ertisans having cultivation and wizhsut cultivation coes
nct differ significantly that is XKe=Xd, Out calculation is 2z Pallouws :

Notations : t = Total freguency of nhousehold sector.

861
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= Frequency of Rural sectour

o
u. = Fraguency of Urban sector

¢ = Frequency of household wilh cultivotion

o' = Frequency of households without cultivation

.Average workimg period Xt = 8'83 ficnth or 260 doys withdi.J.=2'97

Xr = 8'77 " 265 " v =2t0C
¥u = 9'gso " 297 ® b =237
Xc = 8'55 " " 4 =3'08
X' =5'18  * 5 ® uo =200

Calculated \Jal_LiiB cif_'z'uf th dif‘Ferenceé in Fean
where JZ| = X'__.__"Exi— and S5E =/ % 4 v
. S. -_—

YL

@

(Zur| = -4°'8354

VZ oo 400120

Since abt 5% level of significance Taeble valus of 2= 3 1'95

and ca;lcula"ted value 121, = -u-8351-i>—l-960.4m\ 1Z2led = -4 9120 ) -1'96
both the phpothesis i.e. RXu=Xp omd Xe= X is rejected

Hence XU XL and Xc % Xo'. | '

Thereofeore, we cunclude thalt availebility of job is not

uniffiorm irrespective of the background of households
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A The process of learning indicat&s that most of
the artisans have acquired the technique within time spéen
of 1 to 4 yéars, except sbme'fing handicrafts like jewell-
ery, dhokra, that take much time than the normal, for pro-

ducing fine works.

563612 The distribution of average working period of arti-
sans by rural, urban, with-cultivation and without cultiva=-
tion given in Table T 5.3.8. According to the table the
average time worked by the artisans of all categories com-
bined together is 8.33 months i.e. 265 days. Thus on an
average, more than three months, artisens find no work and
remain idle. The average working days of urban artisans
albeit higher; as calculated it is 9.9 months i.e. 297 days.
The average working period of the artisans having agricul-
ture as subsidiary occupation is 8.55 months i.e. 256 days
and the artisans heving no subsidiary occupstion is 9.18
months i.e. 275 days. The Standard deviationgof distribution

categorically are as follows :

Distribution of Total households =2,97

Distribution of Rural households =2,99
Distribution of Urban households =2,37

Distribution of households without

A

cultivation =2.86

The difference in average working days between rural and
urban artisans; artisans with cultivation and without culti-
vation is not negligible as the result appears from 'Z' test
at 5% level of significance. (Table No. T 5.3.8). The distri-
bution of working days is a skew distribution end it is seen
that 62.23% of workers Worked at an average of 9 months and
29.55% of workers worked less than 6 months.

Distribution of Households with cultivation = 3,08
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Table T15.3.8

DISTRIBUTICN CF HOUSEHOLD -ENGAGED IN HHI S5Y LEVEL COF LIVING

Level of Living . No., of" Caool Tatal
’ : : ' Household

Comfort , ' - -

Relou comfort " (= : ,7'44
‘Above Starvation o745 ' 35134
Starvation : 1206 o722
Souree=Field survey 2108 ~ 100'00

Note : The abdve claésificatidn is just an estimation
) and regid one. The classificaticn is made on the
basis of the aveilsbility of the €ollowing :-
" 1) Nutrition
Z2) Cloth
3) Orinking water
"4) Electricity
5) Residentiszl Accommoudatiun
6)° Expenditure on Health & fedicine

7) Annual saving.

( The norms uhich are specifically fullowed to measure
standard of living has not been folloued in toto because

of limitation of scope)



Table T5.3
-OISTRIBUTICON OF HOUSEHGLS

'10 !
8Y IMNDEBTNESS

Amount of lLoans Mo. af S 6 u r ¢ e

. : F u r p o s e
Rs. Households Mahajs Govt. Bank Froduction Froduction
+
Comsumption.
No Debt 307 - - - - -
‘Below 1,000 £28 - 428 100 - 1 508 20
1,001-3,000 822 532 - - 250 - 40 773 4
3,001-5,000 294 136 76 82 250 44
* det Loaan includes, Loan from Fanchayet, Zlccks & SIC's., jource - Fileid survey
82 % of totzl-indebtness “oe 8C T4
b) A of Mzhajan Pinzance oo 61'754
c) % of 3ank finance o s 11 77A
d) % of Govt. finance 26447
8) % of Households within f&. 5,000/= 74250
f) % of Locans for Producticn porpose ' ceo 92 '05%
Lcan tor Prcduction & Leonsumption -urpose .o 7'Ss

g T of

~LIAHATAN

_L2ANK

; GovT.

p/QO/’OKT’QN oF F/NANCE

PY SoOneon~

a9t
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543.13 An attempt has been made to highlight the standard
of living of the artisans. We have classified the standard
of living into four levels :- ‘

(1) Comfort, (ii) Below comfort, (iii) Above
Starvation and (iv) Starvation. The criteria thet are
taken into consideration are - per capita momthly consump-
tion; expenditure pattern, expenditure on cloth, expendi~-
ture on entertainment, availability of drinking water,
availability of electricity, housing facilities, sanita-

tion etc.

The distribution of households engaged in cottage
industries by level of standard of living given in Table
T 5.3 9. According to the tabhle, out of 2108 households,
1206 i.e. 57.22% are just living at the starvation level
and 745 i.e. 25,34% living just above the starvation level.
The pattern of expenditure shows that 88% of the income is
spent on food and allied and the rest is on cloth, housing,
fuel, and medicine. The garments availahle to the artisans
at an average is just a pair per annum. Very negligible-
expenditure noticed on electricity. No where the drinkinge
water is availeble. In fect the miserable situation of
village. artisans is unexplainable. Out of 2108 households
157 i.e. 7.44% are’found, living at moderate level. The
condition of the artisans is gradually decreasing, as we
observed during the course of interview.

5.3.14‘ The study on indebtedness of the artisans is also
taken for consideration. The distribution of households as
regerd to their indebtness given in Table T 5.3,10. In view

of the obtained data, 85.43% of the artisans are somehow debt.
Of the total artisans having burden of loan, 6l. 79% are
indebted to Mshajans and among the rest 26.42% have availed

of financial assistance from Blocks and Pancheayets. The avai-
‘lability of loan from Banks is minimum. Of the loans 92.05%




Table T75.3.11

DISTRIBUTION OF-HCUSEHCLDS ENGAGED IN THE CGTTATE INQUSTRIESfAﬁJ YILLAGE HATS 8Y
DISTANCE FRGM TOWN MARKET. , '

Jistance in Km Households in HHI X Village Héts' Y s d2
from Town Markest Na o " Rank No. pA Rank ©{x=-y)
3 . Fal
Below-~3 173 822 1 14 6'79 2 1 1
8 to S 341 16122 6 32 12'53 5 b 1
6 to 10 . 279 1324 S 36 17147 6 1 1
11 to 15 248 11'79 .3 22 1067 9 G o
16 to 20 255 12°10 4 30 14'56 4 0 0
21 to 50 600 2845 7 64 3110 7 8 0
.©1 & abhove 212 s'se 2 8 388 1 -1 1
N o= 7 2108 100 '00 206. 10000 Td%= 4
Source =- Field survey
Note : To draw statisfical inference, betueen the concentrztion of househola sngacad in Cottage
" Industries and concentraticon of village Hats, we have cslculzted s;aa::én's'ﬁank
‘Correlastion, which is as follows 3 r =1- ézé? = = EX8 g2
N3-N 32 -3
where r = corralation co-efficent and n= number of cbservation.
It zopnears ?roﬁ the hizgh degree co-efficient of co-relation(+'92) btsiwsesn distribution

of village hats zand househsld industries (Excepting distance of S0 ¥m. and more from

touwn markets) that villacge hats and house hald industries .are hichly cc-related and
greater the distance from town markets thickish the distribution of hzusshold industries
znd village hats. We may therefore conclude that household industrizs zre basically zimed
at éerving villace peaple and it 1is villageré whé z2re involved in_s&cw inzustries. -
| o
e



165

are for produétion purposes and the rest, both for produc-
tion and consumption purposes. Of the total incidence of
loan 74.95% are within the limit of Rs.3,000/-.

The loan given by Mshajans are in the form of
advance for finished product. We came across the infdrma—
- tion that the loan whatever they have is not even suffici-
ent for working capital. Sometimes, they could not continue
their production for dearth of finance. So far the rate of
interest is concerned it is implicit. Generally it is inclu-
ded in the price, which is settled fof.finished producte The
artisans also informed that they could not avail loan from
bank for dearth of security as well as tough formalities
that needed to be maintained.

5.3.15 A study also conducted to unfold the relation of
households with town markets and village hats. Table T 5.3.1l1
shows the relationship in between distance from town markets
‘and- concentration of households engaged in cottage industrieso.s
distribution of village hats. It appears that greater the dis-
tance from town markets greater the concentration of households
engaged in cottage industries as weil'as distribution of vill-
age hats. In view of high degree of positive correlation

(+ +92) in between concentration of households engaged in

HHI and village hats, it appears that cottage industries
basically aimed at village hats and fairs and they mostly
"satisfy the demand of rural people. In view of decreasing
importance of village hats and fairs (it is elaborated in
chapter on marketing), in overall economic life of peoples,

it appears that in the near future, unless the marketing
strategy is shifted fromxviilage to urban or adequate measu-
"res are taken for revitalisation of village hats and fairs,
these industries will face a severe marketing problem.
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5.4  SUMMARY :
The present chapter. brings out the facts that -
¥ the artisans are mostly from backward classes;

*. the éottage industries are concentrated in
rural sreas and near village hats (markets);

¥ most of the households have subsidiary occupa-
tion - as agriculture;

¥ <they are mostly illiterate and majority of them
are living at starvation level;

% at an average they work 6 to 8 months in a yeér;
* most of them are indebted to Mahajanj

% they support a huge number of dependents;

¥ family as a whole provide labour;

* they have no workshop; and

¥ lastly they got their technique of production/
profession from heredity i.e. in other words they
e . the 'old rules of thumb‘knowledge' in their
production process.

Note

Cottage industries are many and scattered. The
Social and Economic- background of artisans is not universal.
It varies from one strata to another. Since our objective is
to cover the ertisans from every industry and every strata
of the district. We have adopted "STRAT IF IED RANDOM SAMPLING"
method. At first populatlon (total number of household enga-
ged in the district in cottage and village industries) wes
divided into number of Sub- populations according to the nature
of industries and concentrated and non-concentrated belt.
Then a random sample of a suitable size (The size based on
the weight in population) was drawn from each of the sub-
populations. .
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Annexure. - 2

FIELD STUDIES -~ COVERAGE BY HOUSEHOLDS ~ Artisans and
\ Location  :-
(Total households = 2108)

)

NO. of No. of

Name of Industrles Household Artisan Location
Handloom Weaving ' 375 375 Gangarampur, Itahar.
Pottery & Tiles 3 25 25 Balurghat, Ksrandighi,

Patiram,Bolla,Rampur
Bricks‘ 25 25 Raiganj, Kanki,Sonapux
Dhokra & Rope . 105 105 Kaliyaganj, Kunor,
- manuf acturing A Goalpokhar.
Bamboo & Cane - 75 75 Goalpokhar, Kanki,
products - _ - : Banshihari, Chopra.
Jewellery’ 125 125 Balurghat, Islampur
Leather produéts : | 35 . 35 Islempur,Panjipara,
Raiganj. '
0il making _ 60 60 Ksliyaganj,Reiganj,
4 Kushmandi, Islampur.
Wood carpentry S 200 200 Gangarampur, Islsampur,
’ : Balurghat.
Beedi manufacturing 300 300 Balurghat, Islampur,
_ Dalkhola.
Embroidery, Jori Works, 400 400 Raiganj, Islampur,
and Germents making . Balurghat.
Food Processing 3133 333 Islampur, Tunidichi,

Hemtabad, -



