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3.1.1 DEFINITION OF COTTAGE INDUSIRY

I+ is desireble to define 'Cottage Industries'
which have been playing a prominent role in our national
economy. Unfortunately there is no clear cut definition of
cottage industries. These have been defined differently,

" according to the object in view. Sometimes they are lumped
with small scale industries, which createé much confusion.

At one time, the Government grouped these
industries into two categories - those using powers with less
than 50 workers and those hot using powers with less thah
1CO persons with the maximum investment limitation of K. 5
lakhs. The criteria for ownership was sole proprietorship
or paertnership. The major industries were classified under
two heads; the traditional small industries, like khadi
and Handloom, Village Ihdustries, Handicrafts, Sericulture,
Coir etc. and the other modern small sceale industries,.

ancilliary industries etc.,l

The working group on khadi and Villeage
Industries% which examined various définitions and terms
releted to the Khadi & Village Industries did not give any
definition of Cottage Industries and conbiuded thet "the
definition given in the Khadi and Village Industries Commission
Act need not be changed, since a suitable definition by
connotation is almost impossible‘.’3

Cottage Industries are thus called village
. industries, rural industries, sgro industries, and unor-
ganised industries. The broad classificétion and criteria
for identification as given by the Industrisl policies are
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- -vague and of ten confusing with small scale sector. The
Fisbal Commission, however, made avhajbr conceptual advance
in distinguishing between cottage industries and small-
scale industries on the wage=labour critérion, and the

relationship between proprietors and workers.

A cottage industry is thus one which is
carried on wholly or primarily with the help of membersh
of the family, either’as_e whole or part time eccupation.
A small scale industry on the other hend, is one which is
. operated mainly with hired lebour, usually 10 to 50 hands.4

The only meaningful end clear-cut definition
as-to cottage indusfries is given by census guidelines5
in which cottage industries are termed as household indus-
tries (H.H.I.). According to census guideline, the main
characteristics of the household industries are the

following :

* One or more members of the household
must participste in work. Participetion
by hired labour must be minimum;

* the activity should relate tec some
production, processing, servicing,
repeiring or making and selling of -

goods;
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the goods produced should not be for con-
sumption by the household itself but should
wholly or partly for sale;

in Urban areas the industry must be carried
on in the precints of the house in which the
household lives. In rural areas the industry
may be anywhere within the limits of the
village;

the activity should not be on the scale of
2 registered factory; and

professions such as Pleader, Barbar, Doctor,
Dhobi etc. will not be household industries.

‘Thus we have no uniform definitkon of cottage ind-

ustries. We have tried to give weightage for &1l criteria

and in our view those industries will be termed as cottege

industry.which have the following chasracteristics @

*

*

%

¥

industries are highly decentralised;
they are self employment enterprises;
the scale of operation is small;

those adopt simple and easily adoptable
' technology;

family as a whole provides labour;
there is low capital cost;
there 1is short gestation period;

they use materials locally available,
however,,imported materials are sometimes -
used;

there is low energy consumption;
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* they cater local markets and
* they are not subject to registration

IDRA. Act.

In view of the above characteristics a few
industries that may be termed as cottage industry are
as follows : '

* Khadi
* Handloom (Spinning and Weaving)
% Sericulture
L Coir
* Handicrafts like :

a) Pottery, b) Blacksmithy,

c) Jewellery (except those that are
engaged in trade),

d) Cene and bamboo works etc.

* Village Industries like :
a) Confectionary, b) Food stuff processing,
¢ ). Ghani o0il preparation, etc.

3.1.2 IMPORTANCE OF COTTAGE INDUSTRY

According to a recent estimate every second
person in-the rural areas (which constitute 75% of total
population) lives below poverty line. A look into facts
reveal that this proportion of landless labourers and
tenant farmers and the declining resource base of small
and marginal farmers have contributed to this distressing
phenomenon. As a2 result all of these people are competing:
scare emblo&ment avenues in the countryside. It has also
been proved that even a radical land reforms cannot solve
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The pfoblem of poverty end unmemployment becasuse of the
immense pressure on the lahd? Therefére, more and more '
people need to bc shif ten from agriculture to non—sgri}
culture occupation.;The.importance of cottage iﬁdustries
is thaﬁ_it is_én‘éffective instrumeht‘of améliorating
poverty. That poverty ~nd unemployﬁent’can be removed
through the creeation of geinful employment in rural and
semi-urban aress is now. widely accepted. The decentrali-~
sed seétor of Indian economy accounts for nearly 140-1z2khs
jobs. &gainst this sector, orgenised sector provides jobs
about 60 lakh, i.e. employmen® genéreticn by colttage _
_tor is more than twice than that by the organised sector.’

n

ec-

Note : The Father of the nstion, Mahatma Gandhi,
saw the peril to Indien rural life posed by the decay of
Village -Industries. He wrote in 1934 (The Harijan) that
extinction of Cottege Industry would complete the ruin

of 7 lakhs villsges of Indis. He made effort for rural
reconstruction through the revivasl of Cottage Industries
end established an All Indie Spinners?! Association in 1932
and an All India Village Industries éssociation in 1934.
Another grest genias of India, Razbindra Nath Tagore alsc
drew the. attention of the Country towards rural reconstruction
through revival of rursl crefts by opening his rural Crafts
Centre at Santiniketen. ¥With the dawn of Independence, out
elders also reelised the importance of cottage and village
"industrites in our economy znd included e provision on the
promotion of cottage industry in the directives of the
State Policy in the Indian Constitution in the following
lines - "The Stete shall endeavour to promote cottage
industry on an individusl or co-operative basis in rural
ereas." At the very beginning of our planning, the planers
glso realised its role. Besides Nehru, Mshalanobis head also
assigned. crucial role tc the village &nd cottage industriss,
besides. the development of orgasnised sector.
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Therefore for symmetrical development of economy there
is a need for expansion and development of both organi-

sed and unorganised sector,

Cottage Industries Sector, then, has the poten-
tiality to generate employment opportunities at a low
capital outlay, by harnessing the existing skills of
village artisans.

The relevance of this sector in our economic
development cen also be traced to its capablility to
(i) provide work opportunities to people at their own
habitats, thus preventing the job-motivated rurel to
urban migration; (ii) retain self-employed character
of labour force in the enterprise; (iii) offer flexible
work” norms and (ivi ensure the universal participation
of family members in the enterprise. '

3.1.3 . SIGNIFICANCE OF COTTAGE INDUSTRY

' The significance of cottage industry over
big industries may be discussed as follows :

% Cottage Industries have a high potentisal
for generating employment. Idle man power, which is a
serious problem in rural areas can be absorbed to an app-
reciable extent, thereby relieving the strein on rural
economy. It may even work as a useful safety valve for
easing the pressure of populaﬁion growth on the economy
2s a whole. '

% The cost of employment in cottage indus-
try is low as compared to the cost of employment in large
and small scele industries. While BRs.1.00 lakh to Rs.1.50 lakh
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is required for one person under large scale industry

and about Rs.15,000 to %.B0,000/=.under small scele indus-
try, only'a few hundred rupees to Bs+5,000/- is required
under cottage and village industries.

% Employment is also provided near to workers'
residence which avoids problems arising out of migration.

* In 2 developing economy investment of huge
capital is requir&d to catch up with economic growth. The
cottage industries with low capital intensity, provide an
opportunity for utilizing scarce capital in such enterpri-
ses of high cepital intensity, such as, transport, power
and basic industries.

* Since they mature quickly, they play a sig- .
nificant Tole in arresting the inflation, specially when
production of consumer goods is organised under them. In
the development process, an increase in money income with-
out any corresponding increase in supply of consumer goods
(it is ineviteble, as a major part.of investment is made
in the creation of infrastructure in the economy) sets in
motion the spiral of high prices, high wages and high costs.
The cottage and villege industries help in relleving this

situation.

# Cottage industries ensure maximum utilisation of
raw materials locally available.:

* Being under the ownership and control of the
producers themselves, dispersed throughout the country, they
ensure equitable distfibution of  income énd wealth; énd
problems created by concentration of wealth and unequal
distribution of income are avoided.
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* Being widély dispersed, they are capable of
remedying‘ény regional disperity in industrial development.

* They generate locel initiative, entreprenéur«
ship, co-operation and the spirit of self-help. The artisan
develops initiative and willingness for hard work as he is
the master of his small world. He has got tc utilise his
skill and intelligence to the best of his ability. He seeks
all opportunities and avenues. He renders meny services, and
produces many articles, which would not be possible if he
had to do become wage labourers. In meny céses, the cost-
price equilibrium is not the regulator of his economic acti-
vities. Thﬁs, an apprecieble mobilisetion of labour resour-
ces, capital and skill, may otherwise remain unutilised
without the cottage industries. In 2 poor country, this
is not an insignificant contribution to the economy.

o This leads to larger participetion by women,
thus provides scope for economic freedom to women and pave
the way for 'NARIMUKTI' (women freedom).

%  Cottage Industry is a unique way for uplift-
ing the standard of living of backward classes like schedu-
led caste and tribes through self-employment scheme.

* Cottage Industries need no specific knowledge
of technical knowhow. This is suitable specifically for
India, where roughly 60 - 65 % of total population is
illeterateL

Cottage Industries play an important role in a
growing economy to meet the gap between sanction of project
. and starting of production. Due to large expenditure on
infrastructure as well as on basic industries with long



~gestation. period, market 51tuaL10n is often distérted
frem the equilibrium 51tuat10n in the first stage of
1ndustr1al development pro”ess.'ThoSe'traditional indu;—
tries br:na equilibrium in the mafkeb forces within

- sh01+ perlod of tlme.

Jane Jacab, in scme recent articles, has
emphasised the role of these. industries in retaining en

economy 's re5111ency

. 3.1.4 : " p REVIE# OF COTTAGE INDUSTRY IN POST
. INDEPENDENCE INDIA. -

Cottageulndustry'occupies E] keyvposition,

particularly in rural sector and backward areas, where no
or little effort has been made for development in India.

| "The chief aim of planning in India, in ihe
" first instance, must be to solve the brbblém ofkunemplovment
as quickly as possible®™ held Professor Mahalanobis? AccordanJy
the national development strategy which he helped to evolve
beginning with the second plen, diverted Capital tc build
a modern industrial base for India and diverted lsbour to
the traditional techniques for production of consumer ooodé.
It was this division of roleq betwesn capital and labour '
which have a2 place to handlooms, ‘handicrafts, khadi and
village indastries in the natlonal nlan._‘

It was dedlded that in view of nat’onal
impprtance,:tradltlonal,1ndu3tr1e; were to be supported
by the plan through & package of measures including a
common proddction’p:ogramme {common with large ‘scale or




Table T3.1.1

MAIN WORKERS BY INDUSTRIAL CATEGORY®S/CHANGES BETWEEN

1961-81,
Categories X Y 2z Z as a
: Change A
1561 1961 %Y % of X
A. Total Main Workers 1887 2225  +338 17.91
B, Cultivators - 996 925 =~ 71 7.13
B, Agricultural Labours 315 555 4240 76.19
Total B, + B, 1311 1480  +169 12,89
Gz(A-Bl-Bz) other."_ . 576 745 +169 | 29.34
than Cultivators o
Live Story/Mining etc; | 52 63.' + 11 21.15
Household’ Industry 120 77 . -~ 43 35.83
Manufacturing Industry 80 '174 + 94 117.50
. other than H.H.I ‘
Construction : . 21 36 + 15 71,43
Trade & Commerce S 139 + 62 80,5
Transport/Storage 30 61 + 31 103.33
Others ~ 196 195 - 1 Neg.
* Nos, in pAKHS _ * Source @ Census;kp&mu. b

34
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mechanised unit), protective and promotional measures
including "“reservation®, "control", ®Fiscal concessions®
and "preference to government purchases™ where necessary.
This policy was underscored repeatedly in all industrisl

policy resolution and plans.lO

A network of ell-India-non-Officiel
institution for khadi (includifg handloom) and village
industries development set un by Gandhi were meraed to form
2 singly statutory body -~ The khadi & village industries
commission (KVIC), as the matin offiéial instrument for
promotion of khadi and villege industries in conformity

with development strategy.

In the &bsence of concrete and comprehensive
information, specifically for cottage industries, the census
report, whatever limitation it has, is the only source,
that gives an spproximate view of cottage incdustry,
nationwide. According *c census, the position of cottege
industry is just after agriculture in terms of eﬁploymént,
and is about twice of the so called organised sector, ihspite
of a deteriorating trend. According to 1961 census 120 lakh
persons were engaged in household industry out of a total
of 1887 lakh main workers and 576 lakhs non-agricultural
workers. This constitutes 6.35 and 20{63% respectively of
the total workers and non-agricultural workers. According ‘
to reported figures of 1931 census these figures are 77 lakhs
out of total 2225 lakhs and 745 lakhs nbn—agricultural workers.,



Again according to organised and unorganised
sector, people employed were 131,97 lakhs and 120,31
lakhs for 1961 and 94.33 lakhs and 71.03 lakhs in 1981
respectively. It is worthwhile to note here that unor-
ganised sector totally belongs to cottage industries.

- (T3.1.1).

A breakdown of 1981 figures gives the following
picture. 796392 workers in gem and Jewellery, 632697 in
Barthenware product, 304999 in carpet, 905307 in mats and
‘bamboo product 242707 in embroidery end knitting, 100
lakhs in handloom, 3016 lakhs in khadi and village indus-
tries. 7.5 lakh in coir and 20.5 in sericulture, 11.94
lakhs in leather industry, were.engaged, besides a lakhs
of workers.working part~time and as well as unsurveyed.

So far export in concerned, cottage industries
are an important source of foreign exchange. The wvolume
of export in terms -of rupee velue of these product is
gradually x% increasing. In view of severe balance of
payment qohstraint and world competition of high techno-
logical product, the development of cottage sector can
provide a relief to Indian economy.

In the total export of manufactured goods the
share of cottsge products is significantly increasing.
In 1970-71 the share of cottage products wss 22.42 % and
in 1981-82 it has reached to 45.98%,The most important
items being Gem and Jewellery, Leather products (Shoes
and suitcase) Cotton Apparel and Handlodom products. This
accounts for 25.25%, 8.15% and 3.25% respectively of the
total export of manufactured goods in 1981-32 (Table
T 3.1.2) . ' ' '
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE SEARE QF CCITAGE PRODUCTS IN TOTAL EXPORT
VANUFACTURED GCCDS -

f .

(. Crores)

Year  Total Handloom Hand Craft K.V.I. Leather  3ilk Cotten  Total of 8 as a
Marmefactured ) products : apparel 2 &7 = of 1

70-71 780(51) 77,00 77.00 ‘36 72.00 NeAs 9.00 174,90  22.42

81-82 - 4634(59) 150.92 1170.45 2.52 369 60,00 378 '2130.89 - 45,98
*Figure in brackets represent the share of total expozt.

Socurce - I) RBI report in Cnrrency and Finance (1983-84) Vecl. IX

II) DGCISs _
III) Reserve Bank Bulletins on Econcomice Snrvey (85=85)
IV) Hand Bocock of Statistics of Cotton Textiles.
V) Central Silk Boaxrd
V1) Annual Report of XVIC,

SECT’“ RAL GRCWTH -RATE A_'D SHARE IN N.D.P. .
Table T3.143 i

Secbor Share in N.D.P. (Percent) Annual
" 50-51  60-61 70-71 80-81 growth rate

Organised Sector-
Manufacturing 5.51 6.88., B8.36 9.85 5.55

Unorganised Sector- ‘
ramafacturing 4.85 5.20 5.42 5.49 3,35

Source - National Accounts Statistics Published by C.S.C.

L8



The contribution of the unorganised sector to
Net Domestic Product is also significant and is gradually
increasing. From this~boint of view there is no reason to
undermine the importance of cottage industry in "National
Economy"™. In 1980-31 the share of unorgeniseéd sector was
5.49% of NDP against 9.85% &g organised sector.

3.1.5 ~ HISTORICAL REVIEW OF COTTAGE INDUSTRY IN
WEST DINAJPUR

The district of West Dinajpur is mainly
agricultural. The bulk of the export from the district
consists of agricultural produce, but there are feferences
in early times to some manufactured articles, which assumed
all India fame. One such article was the variety of cotton
fabric known in an ancient Indian literature as 'KSHAUMA',
This variety of fabric has been mentloned in the ARTHASHA~
STRA. of KAUTILYA as a product of tHe Paundra Reglon.

It appears from the letter which Mr. George Hatch,
then Collector of the district Dinajpur, wrote to the Board
of Revenue in December 1787 that the main articles of
produce of the district were grain, silk, cloth and jaggery.
So far as manufacture of silk is concerned it must be borne
in mind that at the time when the letter was written, the
district of Dinajpur contained the whole of Mslda and that
portion of Dinajpur which is now in Bangladesh. In the
absence of concrete evidence it is difficult to say whether
silk formed an important item of produce of the distfict of
West Dinajpur. So far grain, cloth and jdggery ane concerned,
However, it can be said with confidence that these articles
were produced towards the end of the nineteenth century in
the area which now.coﬁprises the district of West Dinajpur.

The East India Company had a resident in Malda Town, who .was
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~ in-charge of the commercial side of the company's activi-
ties in the district of Dinajpur° It appears from the corr--
espondence between Mr. Hatch, the collector of the district,
and the resident at Malda, Mr. Uqhey,’that there were a
number of weavers in the Parganas of Mshinsgar, Santosh
and Malduar. Most of the weavers sold their produce to
the resident at Malda and the Tresident took especial
pains to obtain for them concessions from the Collector,
regarding the payment of rent on the lands held by them
but his efforts were not crowned with success. Mr. Hatch
reported to the Board on the State of Cotton cultivation
and production of cotton textiles in his district in the
year 1789, According to him there were some lands on which
cotton was grown and the rent of the cotton land was the
same as that paid for arable land in'general° The quantity
of cotton grown in the district was not, however, suffici-
ent to meet the local needs and between 2500 to 2000 mds
(93 to 112 tons) of cotton used to be imported every yeér
from the district of Sirhind and Benaras. Thread used to
be spun by women. The thread was utilised for the produc-~
tion of cotton fabric worn by the local residents.

From the report of Dr. Frencis Buchannan Hamilten
(in 1803-09), it appears that after agriculture, it was
spinning &nd weavihg, which provided livelihood to a lsrge
number of persons, Besides a considerable number of families
were engaged in manufacturing of bricks and tiles, manufac-
turing of beedi, preparation of ornaments'(jewellery), pre-~
servation of food stuff and oil menufacturing and weaving
of mats end rope and in blacksmithy. From the account given
by Dr. Francis Buchannan the families engaged in works other
than agriculture numbered as follows :- 2000 families in oil
making, 1200 in bamboo and cane work, 200 in leather work,
500 in weaving of mat, 800 in manufacturing of beedi, 1200




- Table T301.4_

STATEMERT 3HOWIKNG

BENGAL

THE FERSCNS ENGAGLED I COTTCON WEAVING AND S2OINNING IN
District Cotton Wecavers . Spinners
1872 1921 1872 1921
Burdwan 25109 81238 N.A. . 3?
BaRkiyD 8918 16213 1499 N. A
Midnopure 26828 - 17128 6713 001
Hoogly & Howrah 17531 11276 2375 1016
24 Parganas 7304 15e8 1798 3756
Nadia 14096 - 7917 1996 BO
Murshidabad 12230 £342° 2653 214
Malda 4826 4179 1535 258
Rajshahi . 6665 2200 1204 151
Jeysora & Khulna 20161 19402 1553 . 58
Binhajjuyg 4019 2886 166 506
Rongpur 5493 446 858 133
Pabna* 15780 11596 . 916 677
Bogura®* 3178 1456 256 98
Larjceling 317 134 11 01
Jalpalgurd 1297 2050. 327 91
LDacca* 16383 17616 5053 215
Faridpur* 14849 17613 2253 731
Borhargang * 14434 10049 1309 187
llaymenshing® 14596 9908 2240 301
Chittagcng* ee30 11233 BB19 4065
Noakhali* o721 €713 2255 712
Tipperah® 20041 12964 e678 309
Total 257494 200824 60418 13786

* Thase are not .excluded since -~

1) These aro'part of Pre-Independent Bengal,
11) Considerable pPertion of Crafta migsreted to present
Bengal followlng the partition of Bengal and riots.

Source t 1) H. Beverly = "Report on the Census of Bengal, 1872

1i) w.,H, Thonmpscn - LKeport on the Census of India

Vol,

V Part 1II Cal, 1923,

30
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in pottery, 700 in carpentry, 300 in bricks and tiles
manufacturing, 700 in metal work, 750 in blacksmithy,
1600 in jewellery, and 3825 in spinnihg and weaving of
cotton. Besides these, a large numher of families were
engaged in preparation of garland, hukka; manufacturing
of card and agricultural implement, jute spinning éand
weaving, paper making etc. Though according to Buchannan
these figures were approximate, we can derive, an appro-~
ximate picture from the figures snd can view the impor-
tance and existence of works other than agriculture in
the district.

The British Policy of de=industriealisation of.
India destroyed the handicrafts of West Dinajpur along
with that of other regions of India. Handloom was the
worst sufferer in this process. After agriculture the
cottage industry, paerticularly handloom (weaving and
spinning) was the most important source of employment in
Bengal. Handloom weavers were scattered in the rural areas
as well as in the urban centres in almost all the districts
of Bengal. In 1872 thére_were about 257494 weavers and
60418 spinners in Bengal. These figufes were reduced to
200824 and 13786 in 1921. In West Dinéjpur these figures
were 4019 and 2886 in 1872 and 766 and 506 in 1921 respec—
tively (Table T 3.1.4). Thus it follows that from the later
period of the nineteenth century, the weaving craft of Bengsl,
so also the Dinajpur crafts started to decline, facing com-
petition from Lancashire's machine made and cheaper piece
goods and high protective and discriminatory tariff against
local handloom products. Some weavers continued to produce
goods of & coarser variety, which were in demand by the
vast majority of rursal péople. A few artisans shifted to
agriculture sector and joined as agricultural labour and
some others joined other professions. Thus the very bone



of self-sufficiency was not only destroyed but also the
chances for its future expansion waes extinguished, lord.
William Pentinck, reported in 1834 "“The misery hsrdly
finds & pérallei in the history of commerce. The bones

: . S 11
of cotton-weavers are bleaching the plains of India."

3.1.6 COTTAGE INDUSTRIES IN WEST DINAJPUR - 1951-81.

West Dinejpur is a backward, village based
agricultural district with no natural resource or qualifi-
cation suitable fer large scale industry. Naturally cottage
industry stands next to egriculture as a means of livelihood.
Moreover large inhabitents of backward classes i.e. scheduled
castes and scheduled itribes, heve enriched the base of

cottage industry.

About 8.56% cof the total number of workers derive
their livelihood from cottage industries. Not only & large
number of workers with their dependents are engeged in
gottage industries but also there are part-time workers,
specially small and marginal fermers and sgricultural labourers,
who work in cottege industries, when they find ho work
elsewhere. It is important to note here that in 1961, 1156
households worked part-time as afainst 947 households worked

regularly in household ménufacturing sector.

The most important cottage industries of the
district are manufacturing of heedi, handloom, dhokra and
rope, carbenfry, foodstuff processing, bricks and tiles
making, manufscturing of mats, bamboo, cane and cork product,
besides generasl handicrafts like, jewellery, blacksmithy,
leather work, embroidery and knitting etc. In the following
paragraphs we shall discuss them in details. ' ’



Tabla No.

T3elab

——

DISTRIBUTION CF WORICING FPCPULATION AND ESTABLISHIENTS
It HHI AND NHHI IN WEST DIUAJYUR

'

i{o‘usehold

Year Establighments tion=household  Total
1951 5852 5602 5508 1628 Nege Nede. 8136
1961 7863 6210 4799 4998 8623 1142 19613
1971 4959 2605 5709 3309 10365 3976 233‘59
1981 7667 4773 U6 5858 15017

3435

-y

Scurce 1 Census Repor .

33




Table NG, T301. 6

DISTRIBUTIN .7 WJORKERS AND ESTABLISIVENTS ~ DXDUSTRY-WISE 1IN
WwBST DINAJZPUR

Industzry 1951 . 1651 1971
Establiche vicrkers Estaclie Jorkers ZIZIstaplishe workers Zsted Jderkers
rents shients Tents ments
Handloom 455 16290 267 1G¢30 258 2872 58 . 69886
“zawving) : -
Jote (Spinning & 109 111 47 ‘270 29 345 27 525
weaving) -
Textile _ NA XA Z2E3 752 645 3484 328 3591
riscellanecus
Beec¢i manufactur- 26 520 ag 12¢CS 165 204¢ 209 3595
ing
" Pcod Stusf
processing 478 2227 1079 3770 1300 - 4981 1327 83553
Weod works &
Czrpentry 94 1346 21 4501 112 2567 17S 3286
Pricks, Tiles & .
pcttery 53 14086 232 19€0 344 1396 ise 4115
172+, Hané Cork, .
Barboo nroduct i 9c 230 850 NA& 1277 TA 2000
Leather procuct A 253 WA 333 2 150 A 1133
Black & Cepper
Soichy 53 2858 259 374 R 13240 390 1373
Jewsllery 133 zle 211 S8 162 773 +3C 5%
Silk - 1227
Cerrutad from Consus regcrt cof 1351, 51, 1371 and 1381,

Pg
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The number of establishment in cottage industry
according to census report of the district were 5852 in
1951, 7863 in 1961, 4959 in 1971 and 7667 in 198l. Cf the
total number of establishments 5002, 6210, 2605 and 4773
respectively were situated in rural areas. The employment
in these establishments were 8136 in 1951, 19613 in 1961,
23359 in 1971 and 33386 in 1981 besides part-time and
seasonal workers (Table No. T 3.1.5).

HANDLOOM (SPINNING & WEAVING)

Handloom was one of the important industries
in West Dinajpur district in pre-independence period. Ins-
pite of havoc fall in this industry, nationwide, due to
competition with mill products; it still constitute the
bone of village economy, specially in backward region.

In 1950 there were 455 establishments of hand-
loom in this district and most of them were situated in
villages. In 1960 the number of establishments reported
was only 267 and for 1971 and 1981, these numbers were
258 and 508 respectively. The employment of main workers
besides part-~time workers were 1690, 1030, 2972 and 6936
in 1951, 61, 71 and 38l respectively (Teble No. T 2.1.6)

‘'The handloom establishments are mostly centered
in the villages throughout the district. The villages
having concentretion of handloom establishment are - Par-
patiram, Kajilash, Faridpur of Balurghat P.S., Gangarampur
of Gangarampur P.S. Balijol, Keotal, Paloibari of Itahar
P.S., Bajorgson, Mithapur, Bishnupur of Kesrandighi P.S.,
Nandoi, Metikunda of Islampur P.S., Bhatol, Tezpuf,.fratépe
pur, Karnajora, Bhomra, Paschim Mahadebpur, Goaldaha of
Raiggnj P.S, and Samaspur of Hemta?ad P.S. Among the Police
Stations Itahar, Raigan} and Gangarampur account for 75% of
handloom industry.
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The handloom of West Dinajpur produce goods
mainly to meet the demand of village people. The principsal
products are 'GAMSA' 'TOWELS', 'DHUTI', 'SAREES' (405 x
405), 'MASARI' (Mosquito net). These products are made of’
coarse thread, however the products of fine thread are
alsé produced, but at lesser quantity; The design of these
products are very simple and non-attractive.

Handloom products of this district are sold
throughout the villazge markets of the district and also
exported to neighbouring states and districts.

" It is important to note here thet West Dinajpur
is not a cotton producing centre. The handloom of this
district is entirely dependent upon the imported yarn. In
view of importance of this industry in providing employ~-
ment, we shall discuss in further details of this industry
in next sections which is the core section of this research

projecte.

Handloom Industry consist of & number of process
which are :-

#  cotton ginning, cleening, carding,
pressing and bailing;

* cotton sbinning;

% bleaching of cloth and yarn;

* tie and dye (badhani) of cloth and ysrn;

#* weaving;

¥ printing

Among these processes the spinning of cotton is
totally absent in this district in household sector.
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JUTE INDUSTRY (DHCKRA AND ROPE)

Jute is the principsal cesh crop of this
district. Naturslly, it is expected that there shculd
be large number of establishment in. manufecturing sector
base on jute. But the district is an exception. The jute
goods production in this district is wery much insignifi-
cant. Whatever produced from jute is in, cottage sector.

Jute industry consist of =
* jute pressing and bailing;
¥ ;jute spinning and weaving of mats{dhokra);
* making of rope and cordoge out of jute;

Jute pressing and bailing establishments are
scattered throuchout the districtlin urban areas. #ccording
to 1951 census report Lhere were 109 establishments of jute
pressing, bailing, spinning and weaving. In 1961 the number
of establishment were 47 and in 1971 and 1981 these numbers
were 29 and 27 respectively. The employment in this indus-
try were 111, 2%0, 345 and 625 in 1951, 1961 and 1971 and
1981 respectively (Table T 3.1;6). In jute industry ‘dhokre!
is an important cettage product of Kaliyaganj, Karandighi,
Goalpokhar, Hemtsbad and Kushmandi P.S. Since most of the
artisans work part-time, it is very difficult to give actual
number of artisans and the scope of employment in dhekra
industry. & study conducted by N. Bandopadhyay}zshows that
as much as 12C0 &rtissns are scattered in the region - -
Kushmandi to Goalpokher. Spinning of jute is done generally
by female workers and weaved by the males. So far rope is
concerned it is manufactured throughout the district. We
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can hardly find out any people in the rural sector both
male and female who does not know the technique of rope
manufacturing. There are vast market of dhokrs and rope.

TEXTILE - MISCELLANEOUS

This is an importent handicrsft industry
providing livesiihood to large number of people. This
industry includes - making of carpets, menufecturing of
readymade garments and knitting fabrics and garments
(n.e.c.),.embroidefy and making of phulkeri, making jori
thread, making of cap, hat, menufscturing and repair of
umbrella. There were 283 establishments in 1961, 645 in
1971 &snd 825 in 1981 and provided employment to 752,
1372 and 3591 persons in 1961, 71 and 8l respectively.
We have seen that the workers and establishments of this
sector are symetricelly distributed over the district
with albit skew in urban areas (Table T 3.,1.6)

BEEDI INDUSTRY (TOBACCO PRODUCT)

One of the cash crops of Dinajpuriis
*Tobacco's A large number of main workers engaged in
beedi making. Beedi processing is purely a cottage indus-
try. Availability of tobacco and 'beedi petta' helped -
this district to have export outside the district. It is
mainly a8 product for villade peoples and for low incomeh
class. According to census reports the number of esta-
blishments were 26, 98, 165 and 209 in 1951, 61, 71 and
81 respectively. The employment in this industry were
520, ‘1305, 1527 and 3595 main workers in 1951, 1961,
1971 and 1981 respectively. Besides the main workers
there were a large number of workers, speéially widows and
housewives of lower income class work part~time at home.
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It is a industry which needs no fixed capital. On field
investigation it is seen that with a scissor and small
square tin plate as capital, a worker can earn R.8/- to.
Bse12/~ per day (Table T 3.1.6). '

MANUFACTURING OF FOOD STUFES

Processing of food stuff accounts for
giant share of establishment as well as of workers in
household sector and non household sector. This industry
consists of hand pounding of rice by 'DHEKI' or 'UDUKHAL';
production of flour by village chekkies and by grindiné
of wheat, maize and gram etc; grinding of chillies and%
turmeric; production of pulses; parching of grzins;
making of gur and khéndsari; manufscturing of achar,'
pickles, chutney and murabba; production of bread,biscuitf
cake and other bakery products; production of ghee and
diary products, making of churs, muri, murkhi, khoi,
chanachur; oil pressing by gheni, kolhu, or by small
machines; making of sweets, laddu, peda, batasa, berphi

etc. and beverage.

A, large number of village people specially women
earn their livelihood by processing and selling - churs,
muri etc. Hend pounding of rice by Dheki or Udukhal, is
an important activity of rural women all .over the district.
0il making stand next after processing of grains. Confec~-
tioﬂ%y or bakery is also notable.

The number of esteblishments as per reports of
census were 473 in 1951, 1079 in 1961, 1300 in 1971, 1527
in 1981 and employment of main workers as per census
reports were 2227 in 1951, 3700 in 1961, 4981 in 1971 and
5553 in 1981 respectively, besides a huge number of workers
these have worked either part-time or as subsidiary
occupation (Table No. T 3.l.6).:
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| Out of 1079 establishments in 1961 grasin pro-
cessing establishment accounts for 229 (21.22%), oil
making 472 (43.74%) confectlonary 295(27.34%) and hakery
products 67 (6.2%).

CARPENTRY (MANUFACTURING OF WOOD
AND VWOODEN PRODUCT )

Under the synonymous names Chhutar, Sutro-
dhar and Baroi we must include joiners, cabinet makers,
carvers and cerpenters of all kind. The main activities
are‘- manufacturhqof wooden furniture and fixture; manu-
facturing of structural wooden goods (door and window)j
menufacturing of agricultural equipment, plywood; manu-
facturing of boats, photo frame, end manufacturing of

musical instruments.

There were 1346 workers in 94 establishments,
4501 in 31, 2567 in 112 and 3256 in 175 establishments
engaged in 1951, 1961, 1971 and in 1931 respectively
(Table T 3.1.6),

The manufacturer of wooden products have cen-
tered in urbaen areas, because of demand situation. In
the rural areas cérpenters are part-time worker and
artisan of inferior quality, mostly engaged in manufac-
turing of agricultural equipments and transport equip-
ments like 'CART'. In Gangarampur P.S. there are some
carpenters who manufacture boat-. The condition of
carpenters in rural areas is miserable, however in u;ban
areas, the skilled artisans can earn a moderate

standard of living.



101

BRICK, TILE, POTTERY A&ND OTHER CLAY PRODUCT

The soil of this district particularly
of Balurghat, Kushmandi, Raiganj and Goalpokhar P.S.
is suitable for clay products viz. bricks, tiles,

pottery etc.

Brick industry in this district is flourishing
day by day following increase in constructional activi-
ties and is no longer ‘produced in household sector. On
investigation it is found that most of the workers enga-
ged in brick industry are migrated labour from Ranchi
and Purulia districts of Bihar and West Bengal. The
brick is one of the items of export from the district.

Brick manufacturing is seasonal work. During
summer and rain, the manufacturing of brick is not poss-
ible since they are manufactured in open field. During .
off season, the labourers either return to their home
or do work as agricultural labour- and constructional

worker.

Pottery is,maihly 2 household industry. This
industry need no capitial. Once there were considerable
number of potters in the district. But their number is
gradually decreasing and are shifting to other occupa-
tion following decreasing demand of pottery ware due
to availability of alluminium, tin and steel utensils.
Pottery are mainly sold in villege hats and its main
consumers are rural poor people. Potters are otherwise
named as KUMOR, and belong to backward class. |

Tile is manufactured in household as well as
non-household sector. It is used for roofing purpose,
and has demand both in rural as well as in urban areas.
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Manufacturing of brick and tile do not required
high degreé of skill., The artisans are just labour. But
potteryneeds high degree of skill.

The technology of these industries are simplest.
For brick and tile just mould, made of wood or iron :'1¢
necessary. For pottery wooden wheel is used.

After the manufacture of products, they are burnt.
Brick is burnt in a8 large woven, and coal is used as fuel.
Tile and pottery are burnt using straw as fuel.

Census reports show that there were 53 establish-
ments in 1951, 232 in 1961, 344 in 1971 and 368 in 198l
with employment of main worker as follows -~ 1406 in 1951,
1986 in 1961, 1596 in 1971 and 4115 in 1981, In 1961 out
" of 232 establishments 14 were brick manufacturing and 204
were pottery. In 1931 out of 368 establishments, 96 were
brick manufacturing and 272 were pottery. This show.: con-
siderable growth in brick industry. The brick industries
account for 76% of total main workers belong to this sector.
Another factor that was observed in course of study is that
the employment of male workers is more than female workers,
Male workers constitute 87% of total workers in this indus-
try (Table No. T 3.1.6).

MAT & BASKET MAKING INDUSTRY (BAMBOO AND CANE
PRODUCT )

Mats and baskets are use all-over the district.
The mat is used 8s wall, ceiling and roof of houses; com-
pound-fenceé, boat-roof and cart cover. It is made of cane
. and bamboo, woven crosswise and is both cheap and service=~
able., The local name of mat and chatai. Basket is also
manuf actured from split bamboo, though cane is sometimes
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employed for finer work. This basket is of méeny kinds

and play en important role in daily and economic life

of people. Different kinds of baskets are used for

carrying earth or menure, fruits and vegetables, washing
rice and many other purposes. The finest example of this
work is that a large closely woven basket used for storing
of grains and the hemispherieal basket of different sizes
called 'DONST, universélly used for weight of grain. The
artisans also make the umbrellas, which is almost used

by every family in the rainy season. The top is made of
double net work of splitvbamboos and leaves of the 'Sal'or
of the 'Banyan' tree. The local name of such umbrella is
'TOPOR', These goods are always prepared by the patonis

for sale; but if required they can make many others. Such as
fine and coarse screen {(chiek and chali), chair (chauki) and

" tools (moras).

The mat of this district is famous end is one ofthe
principal commodities of export from the district. The demand
for mat and basket is often so considersble, that merchants
are under the necessity of making advances. The artisans of
these products are scattered evenly over the district, and
the areas of concentration ere Bslurghst, Tapan, Banshihaii,
Kushmandi, Goalpokhér and Karandighi P.S. The artisans mostly

live in villages.

" Manufacturing of mat and basket is mainly a subsi-
diary occupation of the workers. So its exact position parti-
cularly in providing livelihood to people could not be known.
However from the census reports the available figures are as
follows : 99 workers in 1951; 850 in 1961, 1277 in 1971 and
more than 2000%in 1981 (Table No. T 3.1.6).
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LEATHER INDUSTRY (LEATHER PRODUCT)

~ Leather industry being a traditional
industry has great employment potentisl. Again the major
man-power for_this industry is provided by persons belong-
ing to the economically and socizlly backward classes of
the society. Traditionally the commodity has been reserved
of the so called backward classes as well as of the mino-
rity community. Traditionally too, the income generated by
this sector have been amongst the lowest in the industrial
field. The balanced development of the industry must, there-
fore, take note of this fact and must be so adjusted that,
along with rapid growth, the benefit of that growth, per-
colete down to the lowest level.

Leather'industry has & number of distinct stages,
each have their individual characteristic. The first stage
is playing of an animal, removal of hides and skins end
curing and preserving them to maintain their quality end
to prevent decay. The next stage is tanning and finishing
of hides to leather through.vegetable tenning and chrome
tanning. The third stage is production of various types of
leather goods. The production of footwear and lesther goods
is labour oriented and does not require heavy investment.
These therefore could be handled by the cottage sector.

The manufacturing of leather 1s by no means so
thriving, as it might be made, probebly swmm owning to the
very low rank 6f the artisans. According to census report
there were 253, 353, 160 and 1133 main workers engaged in
this industry in 1951, 1961, 1971 and in 1981 respectively.
The estahlishments are in most cases individualistic (Table
No. T 3,1.6).
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The hideé which they dress are those of oxen that
have died a natural death, and those of goats and sheeps,
Goat ' skins are used in large scale. The products produce
by the ertisans are shoe, trunk, belt and sandle. An arti-
.san can manufacture 8 to 11 pair of shoes in a month. The
shoe makers have little or no capital, but make fair
earning. Every native, that can afferd it, wears leather

shoes.

The district possesses large number of domestic ani-
mals viz. goats, cows and buffaloes. According to livestock
census of 1972 and 1977 the position of livestock of this

district wes as follows :-

Year Cattle Buffaloes Sheeps  Goats Horses Pigs Othere

1972 803128 54639 7790 382104 1962 37907 111
1977 796446 42283 9503 498380 933 39828, 5

¢oats are mainly used for meat purposes. Thus huge zmount of
skin available in the district, ensured, regular supply .of
raw materials to leather industry.

BLACKSMITH

Blacksmith (Kumar) occupied a key position in the
basic metal works, so also the brass and copper smith. Excep-
ting the recent development in modern small scale industries
in this sector, however small, it was the Blacksmith and
Coppersmith that supplied and manuf actured the articles demand-
ed by the consumers of basic metal. They manufacture by the
iron of their own, and retail at markets, the common imple-
ments of agriculture such as the plough share, sickle, bill,
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hoe {KODAL), hatchet (KURAL), khonta and weedina iron.
They also manufacture some household furnituressuch as
ladle, pothook, kitchen knive, and lamp (standing and
hanging) and some coarse cuttery, such as knives sciss=-
ors and beetle-nut-cutters.when ordered by the barbar,
they make razors and nail cutters, The blacksmith cean
also prepare an instrument called 'Kejollota', which

is placed over the lamp for collecting smoke used as

paint.

The other products that they produce ere lock and
pad lock, arms like sword and spear;clamp for boat
- builders, boiler, lsrge ring for wheel of cert etc.

The blacksmith cannot work alone. He must have a
man to blow the bellows and an essistant to work with

a large hammer.

Blacksmith is also belong to backward classes;
living at subsistence level. They usually need no capital
excepting some fixed investment in kammer, ‘hapor’ and
‘forceps: The technique of menufecturing is generaliy
transferred by heredity.

Bress and Copper smith in this district is not much
significant and just available. Bress and Copper smiths
are only concerned with the repairing (sometimes manufec-
turing) of utensils.

According to census reports there were 265, 874,
1340 and 1673 main workers engaged in this ihdustry in
1951, 1961, 1971 end in 1981 respectively. Their workshop
is generally & smell hut made of strsw end bamboo. 98,
269, 325 and 398 establishments were reported to have in
the district in four successive census (Table T 3.1.6),
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The distribution of smith is symmetricel all over the
district and have concentration in villege hats(Market).

JEWELLERY

Jewellery, is a seme percent hendicreft indus-
try and till 1981 it was given the status of cottage ind-
ustrye. But considering the growth, éarning and other
commercial aspects it 'is now considered as organised
industry. Inspite of government decision, jewellery still
considered and have the cottage stetus in backward and

rural areas.

In this district working with the precious metals
and stones is at a very low ebb with regard to skill,
excepting some recent development in urban areas. The
artisans are sufficiently numerous. As reported in the
Census of 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1981 the main workers
engaged in this work were 219, 998, 770 and 859 respec-
tively in 133, 211, 465 and 490 estsblishments respective-
ly (Teble T 3.1.6). The establishments are gradually
shifting from rurasl sector to urban sector. Urban sector
accounts for 75% of thé establishments as against 30% |
few decades ago. This shifting mainly due to increasing
demand in urban aréas as well 3s on security perspective.
' This industry meinly employed the male workers.

Most of the artisans are poor and produce ornaments
after getting order from consumers and in majority cases
the consumer has to supply rew meterials too. There are a
few establishments that supply raw material (Gold) and
produce Ornaments at a commercial sczle. '
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' The artisans of this district are not much emough
skilled. For most of the fine works and final polish they
move either to Calcutta or to Siliguri. '

The condition of the artisens groduslly woTrsening
following fell in demand due to increasing hike in price of
gold. Excepting in occassional time (specially during marriage
season) they virtually find not enough work for maintaining
their livelihood. Accerding to their report, the volume of
work -as well as demand in ornements has decreased to 40 to
50% from that of two decades ago. Most of the artisans shifting
from, gold works to silver works and also they are shifting |
to other occupstion folloWing e dark future of this industry,
particularly in rural and backward areas where condition
and standard of living of people worsening day by day.

Here we have tried to,give an account of entire
cottage industries svailable in this district. In out acccunt
we have discussed the industries which are providing
considerable amount of livelihood to people. There are a lot
of other products, though insignifican®t individually, but
significant if summed up:. These minor productions are - palm
gur manufacturing,fbuilding of image of CGod &nd toys, making
of ertificial flowgrs and garlands, collection of shells -
and burning them for lime, preparation of ornaments end '
crown from the SOLA (These products are in grest demand in.
marrisge and for ornamentation of image of God), preparation
of medicine from vegetables and rcots, manufacture of wax,;

candles, preperation of cake from cowdung, prepaeration of

dry fish etc.
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. No attempt has been made to find their production
in quentitative term. This is just not possible since
they are mostly unorgenised. An idea about the contri-
bution of cottage industry to the society as well as
their share in N.N.P. (Net National Product) and N.N.I.
(Net National Income) can be hzd from the wage structure
and wage intensity of different products And accordingly
we can estimate grbss production in money value taken
into consideration the average eaernings of artisans per
day or month, average productive capacity, average time
of work done in a year, wace structure and number of
worker engeged both full time and part-time. This process
of estimetion still not. free from defects, since in house-
hold establishments the process of work is facilitated by
all members of family, where contribution of each is not

possible to be measured.

However if we assume that (i) workers engaged in any
industry earn their minimum livelihood and (ii) they will
not work if they find that the occupation is not paying
their livelihood, then'only occupational structure is suff--
icient'enough to visualise the significence of cottage indus-
try in the national economy ss well as in the economy of
backward region. The degree of development (growth) in
these industries, if eny, that has been made, is to be
measured by measuring the growth in number of workers, wage
and working day for which artisans are rezlly engaged. In
the next chapter we have tried to work out the growth of

these industries.

An understending of other large and small scale ' orga-
nisations in industrial sector (specifically in secondary
sector) is also necessary to highlight the position of
cottage industry in the economy of Yest Dinajpur. In the
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next paragraphs we have tried to work out the composi-
tion and growth of large and small scale industries(modern)

in secondary sector in the district of West Dinajpur.

3.2.1 ORGANISED SECTOR IN WEST DINAJPUR

West Dinejpur was never industrially prosper-
ous. It is one of the most backward districts in the State
so far as industrialisation is concerned. Except for a few
rice mills and-o0il mills no industry had made any headway
so far, There were only 13 reqgistered factories in 1951 and
all were rice mill. The number of factory workers was 880.
In 1961, the number of factories reported was 34 with 1684
factory workers. Of the 34 factories, 32 were rice mill,

1l Tea State namely DEVIJHORA TEA STATE and 1 paper mill
namely KULIK PAPER MILL, The employment in these factories
other than rice mills were 83 (Table No. T 3.2.1). The dis-
trict is empty of large scalé organisations-except a few
number of Medium Scale Organisations. The number of small
scale organisation gradually increasing. The important. point
to be noted that, whatever development has been made in
this district during 1951 to 1981 in organised sector, has
been hade, sacrificing the interest of cottage and villege
industries. This is apparent from the composition of small
and large scale orgenisatidns. The development of organised
sector in this district, whatever achieved, has been made .
~after 1960,

As per report of 1971 there were 2354 work-
shops in the district, of which 75 were registered factories
and 2279 were unregistered workshops in secondary sector.

46 (61.33%) of the registered factories employing workers
2447, were ehgaged in processing of food stuff; and beverage;



Tabhle No. T3.2.1

STATLHENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED FACTORIES
AND WORFERS LMPLOYED IN WEST DIHAJPUR.

1951 1961 1971 1981
130, Additional
Factories 18 34 32 30 employmoent
during 1951~
1981
= 455 workers
No. of 880 1684 1767 1634
workers .

cmployed

tource ~ Chief Inspector of Factories of West Bengal

Table No, T3.2.2

STNLEMENT SHOWING THE REGISTERED SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIAL
UNITS AND WORKERS EMPLOYED.

Units Workers Composition
1951 NA NA C1il1 Mills, Husklng Mills, Flour
Mills, Soap Manufacturing,
1961 NA NA Bricks Manufacturing, Coak
: . I‘anufacturers, Motor Body
1971 43 - 1820 Body Building, Gril works,
leath works, Beedi manufac-

1981 - 2205 16670 “turers.

Source : Directorate of Cottage and Small Scale
Industries.

111
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Table Mo, T3.2.3

CONSUMPTION OF ELECTRICITY BY INDUSTRIAL SECTCR.

F
Year - Consunption Fercentage of total]
thousand KWH consumptlon
1061 189 35.14
1981 5053 33.21

Scurce s Divisiconzal Engineer, WBSEB, Raiganj,

Takle Moe Tle2:4

DISTRIBUTICLH QF COUPANILS AND CO-CRLRATIVE INSTITUTIONS OF
WiST DINAJPUR

Yeax No, Of Hoe. Of Industrial No. of Non~Industrial
Coempanden Co-operativen Ce-cperatives
' (hgricultural + Bank +
Conouim:rs Co~operativea)

1851 KA . 3 3
1961 Z 56" 94
1971 7 5 69
1981 9 16 617

* Including two Jlahila Sindti. s, 't

* Infustrinl Ch-oneratives wooctes Co-operative angaged
In manufactuxring of goo-.3,

Cources i) Rueglvtored of Co-oporetdves Sccleties,
West Bongol

11) hegistoered of Conpaniles, West Bengul,
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mainly consists of rice mill, flour mill, oil(masterd)
mill etc. 16 of the registered factories employing 641
workers and 5 of the registered factories employing 230
workers were engaged 'in manufacturing of beedi and hand-
loom weaving. Among the rest 4 féctdrieS'employing 97
workers, were-in wood and embroidery worksj; one employ-
ing 100 workers in manuf acturing rubber goods; 1 emplo-
ving 139 worker in jewellery; 1 employing 1l workers in
non-metallic mineral products and 1l employing 72 workers
in textile..: miscellaneous. Of the registered factories
in 1971, 43 were in small scale units and the rest 32
factories fall within the category of medium scale orga-
nisation. In 1981 there were 30 registered factories
employing 1634 workers and 2205 recistered small scale
industrial unit employing 16670 workers, most of the@
were in secondary sector (Table No. T 3.2.1 and T 3.2.2).
The increase in the number of régistered units is mainly
due to registration of unregistered units which were
reported as unregistered N.H.H.I. Units in 1971 census;
Table No. T 3.2.4 shows the distribution of companies:and
co-operative organisations, which are, even in totsl
constitute very insignificént number in relation to total
manuf acturing organisations. No Public Sector companies
were reported to have in the district till 1981,

In view of the consumption of electricity by
industrial sector, which was just 35.14% in 1961 and 33.21%
in 1981, in relation to the total consumption of electrici-
ty, we may conclude that the district is very much poor in
respect of industrieslisation., However in view of increase
in absolute figures of consumption, which was 184 thousand
KWH in 1961 and 5053 thousand KWH in 1981, we may conclude
that the district is fer ahead than what it was'in 1951
(Table Nos T 3¢2.3)
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Teble No, T3.2.5

Distribution of Working Population in Testiaxy Seactorxr
: west Dinajpur

In. . In Trade & 'Transport Total % of total
Construction Commexce & Communi- population
cation
- 1981 A 8970 1661 10631 1,47
1961 2057 18124 2889 23070 1,74
1971 1303 19334 , 5950 26587 1042
1981 2262 44200 | 7768 54230 2,25
C ¢ '
%:ﬁj 9.96% 143,8% . 168.86% 135,000
1961 is 194} ' :

1

Source t Census Kepevt.

Note g3 'The gregtest contributison in textiary scctor is of
Trade & Commerce, This i1s bacausce of th. fgct thoat
the ndgrated peopleos frem Bangladesh started to
retall goods, finding no nther means of livelihood.

_ Table NG, T3,2,6
STATEMENT SHOWING WORKERS I ORGANISED SECTOR

-

Yasar Total % Total population % of Total woxkers

workers
1951 880 . 0,09 0,333%
1971 - 1684 . 04325 | 0.368% '
1971 2587 Ool4% U, 496%

1961 18304 0,764 203GC%

IR T DN Sloliihiinl Report. West Dimogpi. -
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Total employment in organised sector was 0.09%,
0.12%, 0.14% and 0.76% of total populaticninl951l, 1961,
© 1971 and 1981 respectively. As a percentage of total
workers these figures are 0.333%, 0.388%, 0.496% and
2.36% respectively (Table No. T 3.2.6). Thus it appears
that so far employment is concerned the role of organised
sector was elmost negligible during the last 30 years 'in
this district.

Investment in these industrial units has not been
studied. Since we are interested to know the importance of
organised sector (SSI Units and Medium Scale Units) from
the point of view of.income generetion or in other words
employment, we have simply studied the workers engsged in
these industries. Again mere investment or value added
figures are not sufficient enough to disclose significance
unless they are compared. But this do not fall within the
scope of the present research project. '

The growth in tertisry sector is insignificant if
we exclude trade and commerce from this sector. The trade
and commerce sector, which includes retaeilers, wag - more
or less trippled in 19381 from 1961 (Table No. T 3.2.5).
The other industry namely construction witnessed, factually -
no growth from 1961 to 1981, Transport and communication
industry has provided employment to 4879 additional workers
in 1981 which is though not much significant in absolute
term but is 1.7 times of the worker engaged in 1961 in
this sector. The enormous increase in retailers have no
parity with any other industry in this district. The main
reason of such increase is attributable to migration, The
migrated persohs from Bangladesh, have mostly started
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retsiling of goods, because of ilts some advantages which
are 1) low smount of capital investment, 2) no teachnical
knowledge is necessary, 3) no gestsation period is requird,

4) no maerketing cost involves and 5) no risk of normal loss.

No modern shall scale industries or en01lllor¢y
industries arec. xeported to have in thls dlstrlct, exceptlna
a few establishments engaged in repairing of sophisticsted

articles, automobile and in leath work.
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