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2.1.1 GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF BACKWARD REGION

Backward areas are deficient of industrial
infrastructure and establishment. In backward areas the
individuals are trapped in what has been termed "absolute
poverty®., They are caught up in a malaise of malnutrition,
illité}acy, disease, undefemployment, unémployment and low
life-expectancys. They, in fact, are condemned to exist
beneath any rational definition of fair standard’of living.

Backwardness may be of many types. What we are
talking about here is economic backwardness —_ both indus-
trial and agricultural. Again backwardness is a relative
term. The magnitude of backwardness is measured within a
few sets of attributes.

The "absolute poor" in the world number about 1200
million individuals. They constitute as much as 40% of the
entire pobulation in most déveloping societiess Unless épe—
cific efforts. are made to help thém release their own pro-
ductive potenﬁiéls, no degree of traditional welfare, desi-
gns or redistribution of inadequate national wealth can fun-
damentally alter the circumstances that impoverished them.
Unless they are engaged in a suitable industry, they can
neither contribute to' their coﬁntry's econemic progress nor
can they share equitably in its benefits. They stand largely
outside, isola%éd and untodched by the entire developing
process. In the light of every reasonable human value they
need not and should not be continued to live in such wretche-
ed condition. Absolute poverty can be substantially reduced
through industrialisation. Given the requisite resources and
the sustained efforts it can even finally be eliminated. It
follows from this that the main thrust of Government policies
and planning in the years to come should harmonize with the
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growth and development and improvement of the quality cof
life for those who live in hackward rural sector.

5.1.2 IDENTIFICATION OF BACKHARD DISTRICTS IN INDUSTR TALY
BACKHARD STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES.

The first attempt to determine'backwardness of an
area was made by the Committee on Dispersal of Industries
which was set up fecllowing the decision taken at the
meeting of Small Scale Industries Board held in April l9§O.l
The Committee recommended two criteria viz. (i) Poverty of
the people as indicated by low per capits income and per
capits coﬁSumption (1ii) High density of population relative
to development of productive resources and employment opper-.
tunities, for determining the backwardhess‘ Then the whole
question of backward sreas wes reviewed by the National
Development Council in 1968. Lastly, under the Chairmanship
of Shri B..D. Pande, the then Secretary, Planning Commission,
Pande's Wofking Group was sét up for identification of back-
ward districts and states. This Working.Group laid down the

criteris as follows -

¥  Districts outside 50 miles from large cities
or large industrisl project.

bl Povefty of the people indicated by low per capitsa
income starting from the lowest to 25% below the
state. average.,

¥  High density of population in relation to the
utilization of productive resources and employ-
ment opportunities as indicated by : f{a) Low
" percentage of population engaged in secondary _
and tertiary sector (25% below the state average)
may-be considered as backwérde (b) Low percen=
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tage of factory employment (25% below state
average) (c) Non or under utilisation of
economic and naturel resources.

* Adequate availability of electric power or
likelihood of its availability within 1-2 yeears.

¥  Ayvailability of transport and communication
facilities or likelihcod of their availebility
within 1-2 years..

*  Adequate availability of water of likelihood
of availability during 1-2 yeers.

2.2.1 INTRODUCTION TO WEST DINAJFUR -~ A BLCKEARD DISTRICT

_ The District of West Dinajpur is a product of

partition of Bengal in August, 1947. But since then the
district hes undergone several significant changes in its
geocgraphical appesrsnce., It has expanded in area and reorganised
in administrative structure. After the pertition, the dis-
trict was formed with that portion of the old Dinajpur dis-
trict of undivided Bengal which fell to: *hc western side of

the Internatlonal Boundary.q

District West Dinajpur has taken its present shape
in 1956 when s portion of Bihar was transferred to Bengal
(under Transfer of Territories Act 1956)° and included in
this district. The district is divided into three Subdivision
viz. Balurghat (Sadar ), Raiganj and Islampur, which are
further divided into sixteen Police Stations (C.D. Block)
157 Gram Panchayets and 3133 Mouzss (Annexure - 4)
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The district lies between the parallels 25°10' 55"
and 26°35' 15 north latitude and 87°48 37"and 89°0'20"east
longitude. The length of the district is 153 miles i.e.
from Chopra (north) to Hili (south east) and the highest
and lowest breadth are 50 and 8 miles respectively. Acc-
ording to Censﬁs report the total area of the district is
2061.9 (5206 Sq. Kme) Square mile, which is 6.03 percent
of the area”of the State of West Bengals |

The district is bounded on the north east by the
4district of Darjeellng and the Rongpur district of Banglade-
sh, on the south and south-east by the Rajsahl and Bogra
districts of Bangladesh, on the south-west by the district
of Malda and on the west by the Purnea district of Bihar
(India).

2.2,2  POPULATION AND ITS GROWTH

The distribution of bdpulation in the district over
four successive census has been given in Table No. T 2.2.1,
P.S. and Rural<Urban wise. ‘

The d@gtrict had a population 24, 02, 763 in 198l
and ranked nineth among all the districts in terms of popu=-
lation. The decadal growth for 71-81 was 29.19%, The state-
ment (T 2.2.2) reveals that West Dinajpur has a steady and
gentle growth of population. The decade 1941-51 witnessed
‘'a big increase in the population of the district inspite of
~ the great famine of 194l. This was due to the large migra-
tion into the -district during partition. The stream of
immigrants from across the borders in the early sixties and
again during the Bangladesh turmoil on the eve of 1971, has,
swelled the population of the district enormously during
the decades.



T 2.2.1

TABLE NO.
DISTRIBUTION OF PCPULATION (1951 TC 1981) In WEST DINAJPUR DISTRICT - P.S. WISE
Name of P.S. 19 51 ' 1961 1971 1981

Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban
Hild 38787 30441 8346 37145 31213  6R)32 43565 37469 6096 50115 44054 6861
Balurghat 101471 83350 18121 120848 93849 26999 189138 122050 67088 257554 145023 112531
Kumarganj ..55905 55905 ' - - ‘68998 68998 . -- . . 86217 ' 86217 - 104635 104635 =
Gangarampur = 61307 61307 - 86506 76835 9671 115867 101058 14807 153347 130580 22767
Tapan 70644 70644 - 89851 89851 - 121564 - 121564 - 147570 147570 -
Raiganj 101870 86397 15473 150072 117782 32290 208274 165083 43191 270357 204669 65688
Kaliyaganj 67366 67366 - 93911 79433 14478 122407 101238 21169 153608 126852 26756
Hemtabad 34680 34680 - 46769 46769 - 62000 62000 - 76896 76896 -
Itahar 80953° 80953 = 104709 104709 = 142855 142855 =~ 182184 . 182184 -
Kushmandi 56314 56314 =~ 73448 73448 - 95165 95165 - 120077 120077 -
_Islampur®’ 57317 57317 - 87943 78443 9499 133949 118234 15715 173794 147442 26352
Karandighi 47165 47165 - 75191 75191 - 122232 116610 5622 169304 161902 7402
Chopra - 52858 52858 .. - 68868 68868 . « 101570 1015707 - 126434 126434 -
Goalpokhar 98969 98969 - 63118 63118 - 116653 116653 =~ 171103 171103 -
Chakolia - - . - - - 97210 97210 - . 114367 114367 -
*Bangshihari 51276 51276 - 72414 72414 101221 101221 131418 131418
West Dinajpur 976882 934942 41940 1323997 1224828 qasse 1859887 ‘536197 173690 2402783 2135206 267557

1*
'2,@_

Zreated. in 1964,
Source - Census Reports of 1951,

1961,

“Attached to West Dinajpur in 1956, cutting from Benar.
breaking Goalpokhar

1971 and 1981

LE



&« CROTHH OF POPULATION=

TADLE 10,

T2.2.7

GROWTH CF POFULATION D’URIHG'TUE‘ CEITURY 1IN WEST DINAJIUR

Year Population ﬁecade ‘ Percentnge Mtajor Reasons
) Variation of Varisation

1901 741204 -
1911 791512 +50228 +6.78

1921 695536 ~05976 ~12.13 Great epldenie
1931 245821 450285 +7.23 :

1941, 834724 +80905 +11.92° migration

' . Famline
1951 976082 - +142156 +17.03 Figration
1961 1323797 . $346015 +35, 51 . Migration
1971 1859007 +536090 40,51 " Migration
1981 2402763 ’

+542876

29.18

Source & Calculated from Census Reports.

e
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24243 SEX RATIO

Out of ‘the total population of 1981 in West Dinaj-
pur 12,40,353 were males and 11,62,410 were females. The
sex ratio therefore comes to 937, which is appreciably
higher than the ratio of 911 in the State. The sex ratio

has moved in the district in an irregular manner over the
decades since 1901, ( Sex hatio = Females fer looo males)

A substantial reduction in child, and maternal
mortality since the late forties is one of the factors
making for the upward movement of the sex ratio as obser-
ved in the State. In spite of the immigrants from East
Pakistan and neighbouring State, the Sex ratio has obvi-
ously been favourable in the State as a whole and also
in districts like West Dinajpur, which received a large
number of migrant families (Table No. 2.2.3).

2.2.4 AGE COMPOSIT ION

Along with a gently rising Sex ratio, the age
composition of the population is also undergoing a slow
change in the district. West Dinajpur has a larger pro-
portion of children and infants in the total population
than the average of the State. The proportion of the old
people (age 60+) is on the other hand, slightly higher
in the State than in the district. The high proportion
of the young}is a natural corollary of the continuous
and steep rise in the population, which the district has
witnessed during the last 3 decades. The population of
the working age 15 to 59, consequently has to bear a
heavier burden of dependency in the district as compared
to the State, which indicates a greater constraint on the
economic development of the region (Table No. T 2.2.4). '

2.2.5 DENSITY

"~ West Dinajpur is one of the relatively thinly popu-



TABLE NO, T2.2.3

SEX RATIO (Female per 1000 males)

1951 1961 1971 1981
West 884 9Q6 ;913 937
Dinajpur
West Bengal 865 878 898 911
.Source s Census of India .

e BT MO, T2 24 A7 e e et e
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY AGE GROUP

Age Age Age Age Age Age

0114 ’ 15-29 30-39 40-89 50-~-59 60+
west 42.89 24.39 12.59 9.05 5.57  5.30
Bengal
West 46,35 22,54 12,38 8.62 3.38 4.72

Dinajpur’

Percentage 'in terms of :otal Population

Source i Census Report,

TABLE NO, T2.2.5

DENSITY PER SQ. IM. 3 WEST BENGAL & WEST DINAJPUR

Year West Bengal Hest Dinajpur
1951 296 187
1961 393 254
1971 , 504 .357
1981 R 614 449

Source t Census of India

40
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lated areas of the State. The density of population of
this district was 449 per sqguare Kme. in 1931 as against-
6l4a per square Km., in the whole of West Bengal. Being a
function of population, density is moving upward quite
rapidly in the district, with the steep rise in popula-
tion from decade to decade (Table No« T 2,2.5).

2¢246 URBAN ISAT ION

West Dinajpur is ovexrwhelmingly a rural district.
In 1981 the district had a rural population of 21, 35,
206 out of total population 24, 02, 763 i.2. 89 percent.
If urbanisation is an indicator of'development, then,
with a teﬁth_of its population in the urban areas, West
Dinajpur may be regarded as a typical example of an un-
derdeveloped area., Not only the degree of urbanisation
is low in the district, the progress of urbanisation was
also very slow (Table No. T 2.2,.,6). g .

26207 LITERACY

_ West Dinajpur is one of the most backward of all
districts from the point of view of literacy and educa-
tion. The overall rate of literacy was just 50% of that

of the State in 1951 (24.42% of the State West Bengsal

and 12.77% of West Dinajpur). However during 30 years it
has improved to 26.92 percent as against 40.88 percent
of the State. The low rate of literacy and non-availabili-
ty of educational facility is one of the major constraints
to economic development. The -qualitative aspect of educa-
tion is not satisfactory either, The increase in the rate
of literacy'is not only due to establishment of more ins-
titutions, but due to success of Adult education Programme
in the remote village areas. There is dearth of vocational
training centress The district possesses.only two vocation-
a3l schools, namely, Industrial Training Centre and Junior



: TABLE NO. 22 2 6
,URBAN PCPULATICN : WEST EENGAL & WEST DmAJP‘UR

T Y N e v

e o (Percentage of: Total POpulaticn)
— _ L
ar © West Bengal West Dinajpur
| 1951 ~23.88 . 4,29
1961- " 24,45 .7-45 -
1971 24.75 ' 9.33 b
1981 ~ 26 49 .. ' o B

11.13

Source : Census of India..

e e v n .

TABLE NG. T2.2.7 . - T e

LITERACY AMCNG POPULATICN 3 WEST BINGAL & WEST DINAJFUR (Percentage in terws of
Total population)

]

‘

Y

Year: __wWest Bengal —_ | West Dinafrur Totai TWe. of Vogaticnal Training Centre
Tctal Male Female Total Male Female Instituticns InstiTuticno ce St ez
SRy : N _ Pre ¥P + HS Koe  std session
1951- 24,42 34.14 12.74 12.82 19.92 - 3.58 504 . 54 - - - .-
19§i 28,28 40.08 16,98 17,06 25,96 7.24 1136 ' 7}1‘25 6 78 2 90
19738 - 33.20 42.81 22.42 22,12 31.09 12.37 1938 182 5 NA 2 NA
~.1981 40.88 ‘50.49 3C.33 26,92 36.13 17.08 2_509 : 255 5 NA 2 XA
" Squrce - ‘1<.' Census Report of 1531, 1961, 1971 & 1981, 2. Zcucation Directcrace, Govt. cf lYest Bengal
' 3. Training Centre includes : Basic Training and Junicr Basic. ' . '
4. Vocational includes : Incustrial Training Centre : Junior I.T. I, s Thokra Training
_ ’ Centre and others, Hardlocom & Sericulture Training Centre.
5. Kot included ‘784 Adult Education Centres and ; Deaf and Dumbd School,

GV
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Industrial Training Centre. Non-availability of vocational
training is one of the major reasons for stow growth of |
entrepreneurship among the people. This district needs
effort to develop vocational quality and entrepreneur-
ship among people (Table No. T 2.247).

2428 RELIGION

Hindu and Muslim are the two major religions in
the district. The Hindus are the majority community and
account for 63.07 percent of the population. The Muslims
constitute 35,89 percent. The Christians are small in num-
ber comprising about 0.95% of the populztion.

2,2.1 BACKWARD CLASS __. SCHEDULED CASTE
AND SCHEDULED TRIBES -

. No account of the population will be complete with-
out a discussion on scheduled castes. and scheduled tribes
of the area. The scheduled castes and.scheduled tribes
being almost synonymous with backwardhess. The proportion
of these communities to total populstion. are often an in-
dicator of the backwardness of the area. In our society,
caste pattern is the other name of occupstional pattern.
The people, who are engaged in mannual work and less value
added work (though value is a relative quantity) fall with-
in the catefory of "lower caste™. So a study of cottage
industry rémains vague without the study of scheduled caste
and scheduled tribes,

In Dinajpur district scheduled caste and scheduled
tribes taken together constitute 35% of total population
i.e. more than one~third. It is a compact area of concentr-
ation of scheduled caste and tribe. The distribution of
this class given in Table No. T 2.2,1 (Blockwise) shows




TABLE NO, T2.3.1.
DISTRIDUTION OF Schedule Caste and Sc

P.S. Wige.

heduleleribas' .;

x

Police Station sC ]
. % of Total % of Total
population population
west Dinajpur 23,10 11,90
1114 o 19,75 20,10
Balurghat 17.89 18.91
Yumarganj 24.41 21,11
Gungarampar 21.62 17.40
Tapan 28,06 25,75
“Raiganj 32,29 6,79
<Y aliyagan} 51.50 4.45
—~Hemtabad 38,50 6,59
~ltahar 26,64 9.99
Kushumandd 45.34 9.38
Banshihari 22+14 22460
-(Islampur 10.76 2,77
Earandighdt 657 . 5.72
.Chopra 9.59 11.34
_ Goalpokhur 4.74 5.85
_Chakolia ©12.62 7.38

Source = 1981 Censusepert:

R

44



45

that the two-third of the blocks wviz. Hili, Balurghat,
-Kumarganj, Gangarampur, Tapan, Kushmandi, Raiganj, Hem-
tabad, Itaﬁar, Banshihari and Keliyagani have scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes more than 5(% of the totel

population at an average.

Of the total population belonging to the scheduled
castes Rajbenshis and Polivas account for 33.46 snd 24.13
percent respectively. The other castes are Bagdi (8.12)
Namasudra (3.73), Bhuimali (2.38), Doai (3.63), Gonrhi
(2.96) Polia-Kaibarta (l.64), Hari (2.77), Chamar (2.12),
Nuniva (1.07), Dosadh (1.19) and Dhoba (0.20)., Senthals
constitute 6% of total tribes population. The others sre

Karmali, Korwa, Lohar, Farhoiya and Savar.”

2.4,.1 IMPACT OF PARTITION

Hest Dinajpur is one of the districts that were

- affected seriously by the partition. It was affected in
two‘ways. First, the most faertile portion of the total
agricultural land area of this district has gone to East
Pakistan (presently Bangladesh) and secondly, a huge num-
ber of refugees came to this district leaving East Pakistan.
- It is one of the major recipients of migrated people in ,
West Bengal from East Pakistan. The migrstion started from
partition snd is continuing still now. This immigration
was further boosted by the turmoils in East Pakistan on
the eve of 1971. According to 1951 Census 1, 15, 510
persons reported migrated from East Pakistan which is 16
percent of -the then total population. This  immigration
amounted to 1, 72, 237 in 1961, 1, 97, 266 in 1971 and

2, 56, 023 in 1981, which are 13 percent, 10% and 113 of
the total population respectively.6 The influx of the
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huge amount of displaced persons caused serious dislo-
cation to the economy of West Dinajpur.

The study of last residence of immigrated people
is very much important from the point: of view of economic
study since these people mosfly adopt the same occupation
as they had before. Thus, immigration does not affect all
forms of occupation symetrically. For example, if a person
was in a village and migrated to anothervplace, he might
either join as agricultural labour or may start any cottage
industry, thus, affecting agriculture end cottage industry.
Though no specific study has been made in this respect, by
studying a8 moderate number of samples}we came to know that
most of the immigrated people of West Dinajpur had come
from the villages of Pabna, Jessore, Khulna, Dinajpur,
Rongpur and Rajshahi districts of East Pakistan. These
districts were once famous for cottage industry, specifi-
~cally for handloom products. Thus it follows that partition
.on the one hand overcrowded the district, and on the other,
caused in structural imbalance.

2.3.1 LIVELIHOOD : LABOUR PART ICIPAT ION RAT IO

Labour-participation-ratio is the ratio of workers
to total populatione. This ratio is very much significant
for study of employment or productive capacity of an area.
This ratio indicates, how many people are engaged in pro-
duction and how many people. are sharing their (workers)
yield. The higher participation-ratio indicates the eco-
nomic well being of an area and vice-versa. The trend of
participation is also an indicator of economic develop~
mental effort. The participation ratio acts in two ways :-

¥ it acts as an indicator of poverty or backward-
ness and

* it acts as an indicator of economic growth.




TABLE NO, T2,5.1

- WORKERS PARTICIPATION RATION PLRCENTAGF oF WORKERS
& NON~WORKERS TO TOTAL POFULATICN

Year India West Bengal oot Pinajpur .
Workers ‘Non~ Workers HOp- Workeras  Non- |
workers . : . Workers. Workerxs |

195% 40,31 59,69 . 27.68 72.32' 26426 73.7415

1964 42,97 57,03 - 33,10 66,20 32,71 67.29
1971 34,17 65,83 26,09 71,91 - 27.97. 72,03
1981 37.55 - 82,45 30,98 - 69,02 32.05 67.95

Sourr! Cawswn Qc.’:arll
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The participation retios of West Dinajpur were
much lower in comparison to that of the State (West Bengal)
and the Country (Indis) as & whole (Tzble No. T 2%5.1). It
shows a higher degree of poverty (or backwardness) against
the average condition in the State and Country as a whole. .
This ratio was 32.71% in 1961 ageinst 33.1CF% of the State .:
and 42,97% in the country. This ratio came down to 32.05%
in 1981, But in comparison to State, it is & bit hicher
(State 30.98). This reflects the general economic condition
of the State and economic stagnatilon in the district. A

Non-workers are those who are dependent upon workers,
This includes students, infents, retired persons, employ-
ment seeking persons etc. The portion of non-workers of the
age group of ‘15 to 59 indicates the presence of anemploy-
ment broblem, In West Dinajpur it is 35 to 40 percent of

the totzl non-workers.
2.5.2 LIVELIHOOD : CCCUPRPATIONAL STRUCTURE

" Occupationsal patterh.sh ws distribution of workers
in differen® occupations. The tracing of workers, industry-
wise, helps in understanding the nature of the economy. The
study of occupational:patfern is also essential for future
planning of development. It assists in identification of
neglected sectors, areas having employment potential and

SO Cne.

Tﬁe economy of West Dinsajpur is predominently agri-
cultural. The percentage of workers engaged in agriculture
through the decades were 63.55, 84.74, 85.25 and 81.37% of
total workers in 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1931 réspectively
(T 2.5.2) '




TASLE Qe T2.5.2
CCTUPATICRAL PATTERN : Sectoral Distributicon o Jorlkars.:

{

i . 1x Izl v W vl VI viiloo pd

e Caltie raoricclwural Live Steck Minndng tanufacturis Censtrue~ Trace
vatess  Lebcurs & & Houce—= Ytacr  tica B :
' Forestry Cuarry held than ..omercg Conrunica-
‘ Housa= . sicn -
hcla

28.06 35.89 Neg eg 4,44 A X 4273 Neg - 18023
63.63 21.11 .50 ~ Feg 2425  1.55

0.47 4.13 .53 .63

 27.04 28433 «60 reg 1.54 1.71 0,25 3.71 1.14 .93

47.17 3425 ' 1.08 . Reg 2.C8 Ze 27 0,033 519 1.G z.38
¢ : Cai=ulated frox Census report. ¢ 1 rPeroentace ¢ Tohal ljerkers

* The Cistrict has no Mianiang &% Luarrye.

6V
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For the State as a whole the proportion of cultivators
.and agricultural labourers were much lower, being 30.€4
and 24,32 percent in 1981 respectively., Excessive dep-

~endence on agriculture is an indicator of :

¥ backwardness of the district and;
*  low development in the industrisl sector.

According to Table No. T 2.5.2.Primary'Sector8
employs as much as 82.42% of total worker against
61.58 in the Stste in 1981. The Secondary Sector9
accounts for a small proporticn of 4.35% and tertiary

10

sector «21% of the workers in West Dinajpur in 1931.

2,5.3 CHANGE IN SECTORAL DISTHIBUTION OF WORKERS

7, 17, 225 persons were recorded in the district
as workers in 1981 as against 4, 33, 144 in 1961, There
was thus a net addition of 2, 84, 031 to the total number
of workers slthough the participation rate as already
observed, came down from 32.71 tc 32,05 during this
period. The growth rate of the working population fell
far short of the growth of total population., But what
is more important is the shift in the distribution of
workers in between the different sectors of the economye.

( 1951 and 1971 figures were not considered for comparison.
Since 1951 is just efter partition and 1971 is just after
Bangladesh turmoil. 50 for comparison we have consideréd
the period 1961 and 1981.)




:

: .~ TABLE 8O, T2,5.3
Change in occupstion pattern in West Bangabur.

Cotegories % in 1961 % in 1961
r $3,33 47,17
Primury Seator 1IX 21411 34,28
11X e 30 1,08
L v Neg Mog
' Sacondaxf via) 2.28 2.08
: _§eator .
vib) 1,55 2,27
B P 0.47 0,31
F’Eemiary VIX 4,18 6.19
Szetorx
vIix ' 0,68 1,09
Ix 8,68 8,86

S ECTORAL DISTR]| gur‘,ON

OF LrORKERS

1981

PRIMARY SEcTOR

Sourca i1 Calculated from Census Report,

SECONDRARY SECTOR

TERTIARY SecroR

ol
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~ According to Table No. T 2.5.3 agriculture has been
the main occupation of the people of the district for de-
cades. It has occupied the same domlnant position in 1981
as it was in 1961, though this Sector has witnessed mar-
ginal decrease in terms of percentage of total workers,
The agriculture sector accounts for 8l.42% in 1981 as
against 84.74% in 196l. Further, the composition of the
agriculture sector itself has also underqone a 51gnificm
ant changes In 1961 the proportions of cultivators and
agriculturel labourers in the district were 63.63% and
21.11% respectively. The proportion of cultivators has
come down quite sharply to 47.17% in 1981 while that of
the agricultural labourers giaime climbed upward to 24.25%.
In absolute terms the number of chltivators has increased
£rom 2, 67, 636 to 3, 38, 383, only during the period;
that is, by 70, 747 only. But the agricultural labourers
added 1, 54, 307 to their numbers as they totalled 2, 45,
709 in 198l as against 91, 402 in 196l. The sharp increase
in agricultural labour in this district is to a great
extent attributable to migration of people from East Pakis-~
tan, though increase in the number and proportion of agri-
cultural labourers is universal throughout West Bengal and
in the country as wel}a In 1961 the proportion of agricul-
tural labourers in the state was 15.30%. It has reached
24.82% in 198l. The proportion of cultivators has corres-
pondingly came down to 30.64% in 198l as against 38.50% in
1961. Besides migration, it is also observed that the new
entrants in the rural labour market have joined and swell-
ed the rank of the agricultural labourers because of lack
of employment opportunities in non agricultural sectors.

As the Primary Sector retained its position, the
Secondary and tertiary sectors witnessed a marginal increase
in their proportion in comparison to 196l. The proportion of



secondary and terfiary sector in 1981 were 4.35 and
7.59% as ageinst 3.20 and 5.21% in 1961. The only
industry which has suffered is household industry; the
proportion of which came down to-2.C3% in lQSlll Y as
'against 2.35% in 1961. The decline of this industry
deserves some analysis to cvercome the situation in
view of its importence in the economyrof rural as

well as backward areas.
2.6 NATURE OF AGRARIAN ECONOMY

2661 TOPOGRAPHY

The district, West Dinajpur, is situated in the
Gangetic plain between the Himelsyas and the Ganges. The
district has been formed mainly by the actions of the
rivers 'TISTA-KARATOYL' and the *MAHANANDA' and the off-
shoots of the 'TISTA-KARATOYA' which are the 'TANGON',
the 'FENARBHAVA' and the 'ATRAI', The Countr? slopes
gently from north to south and the general trend of the
rivers is in the same direction. The soil of Vlest Dinasj-
pur is alluvial in the western part and non-alluvial in
the eastern half.

2.642 INTRODUGT ION

The district, West Dinajpur is predominantly
‘agricultural. In old days, Dinajpur was agriculturally
very prosperous. It was primarily due to the favourable
formation of the land that agriculture prospered. In
recent years the district still remsins one of the big
rice procurement centres of the stste though with the
partition of Bengsl in 1947, only the less fertile
agriculturel land came over to the Indian side.
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2.64.3 LAND UT ILIZAT ION

The total ares of the district as it is constituted
to-day, is 13, 18, 567 acres (5, 34, 019 hector). Out of
this during 1931 the net srea sown emounted to 11, 46,716
acres (4,64,419 hectors). This means that 87% of the
total area of the district was used for agriculture. The
total cultivable aree and net sown afea of the district
during 1961 were 13,13,280 acres (5,311,878 hectors) and
11,32,800 actes (4,58,784 hectors) respectively. It indi-
cates a land utilization of 86% for agricultural purpose.
Thus, no significant change is hoticed gs regard to the
horizontal utilization of land. N

~ Land reclaimed during 1961 to 1981 is reported to -
be 13,916 ‘acres, which is only 1.21% of total cultivated
land of 1981, Thus, we may conclude that the district has
already reached the saturation point of horizontal exten-
sion of land utilization. For agricultUial development,
the only way available is to improve vertical use of land
i.e. intensive mid cultivation, multiple cropping, irrigs-
tion, use of fertilizer etc.

2.6404 . VERTICAL UTILIZATION OF LAND -

The land utilization of West Dinajpur is by and
large dependent upon rainfall. So most of the land is sown
just once in a year., Becausé of inadequacy of irrigational
facilities, only lower land is available for cultivation
twice in a year. So the éfficiency of lsnd utilization is
far behind the average stendard. During 1951-61 only % of
the cultivated area is sown twice in a year., However this situ=-
ation is improving following progress in irrigational faci-
lities, During 1981 the double crop land reached to 40% of

the then cultivated land (T 2,6.1)%2 (In course of investi=-



TABLE NO, T2.6.1

USE OF LAND

single Double

" Year Total Culti- Total Culti- Croo Land’ Crop Land 3
: A vable Land vated Land (%)523 €%€°Fgr’ i
- ' Sz 3 Yy s ;
1961 13,13,280 11_,32,800 91% ' 9%

(a=86,25) o

“1981 - 13,18,567 i1,46,716 60% . a0%

(a=B6.96)
* No Tripple Crop Land Source - PAO ~West Dinajpur.

' * Figurea 1n bracket indicate
BN a = Percentage of Total Cultivable Land

’
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gation we found neither any tripple cropped land nor
infrastructure for this type of utilization of land).
‘The increase in the utilization of land is made possible
by the efforts of the Government, particularly under

Comprehensive Area Development Project (CkDP),l4

2.6.5 IRRIGATION

The scope for bringing virgin land under plough
in this district is limited. Agricultural productivity
will have to be maximised thrcough intensification and
diversification of agricultu?e by the introduction of
multiple cropping. Irrigation 1is & vital input for such
in@ensification.'Rainfall‘in West Dinajpur is concentra-
ted in a few months of the year and the availsble mois-"
ture invthe_weather is not adequate to support multiple-
cropping. Hence there is the need for having assured

irrigation - facilities.

In normal years when rainfall is adeduate irriga-
tion is a minor problem to the agriculturists especially
for Kharif Crops in this district. But often monsoon
either comes too early or too lete., The irregulariti of
mensoon causes serious loss of production and accordingly

production -moves up and down.

The irrigetion department of the Government has not
yet executed any major scheme for supplying water for the
purpose of irrigation in this districts Hence cultivation
in this district, mostly is dependent on reinfall ezgcept
for some volume of water which is available for irrigaiion
from tanks improved under the Bencal Tanks Improvement Aot )
1939 and from the 1ift irrigation with the help of pumpsets
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. IRRIGATICN IN WEST DINAJPUR

TABLE RNC,

T2.6.2

Area

<

N

ear % of Total S 0o u r c = : . ¥ain Crocps
irrigated Cropped area Govt, Private Tank uncer Private Deep & Cthers Irrigated
in Acres Canal Canal TI Scheme Tank & Shallow
Purp Set Tubewell
951 6,908 1.00 - - - 6,508 - . - Main Creps
‘o irrigatec in
959 39,200 2.46 - 17,700 500 19,300 - 1,7¢C0 order are
; = “heat, ({11
9 < - 2 N ! .
°71 1,17,308 10.24 14,300‘ 2,116 .50,,38 45,89 5, .55 seecs, paddy.
: : ) : Zugarcane. and
L1981 3,06,172 © 26,00 - 12,200 4,938 1,22,367. 1,60,494 6,172 other lcn=-food

Crepse

Source :

P.A.C.; West Dinajpur on 31.2.81 - No.
8816 respectively (published report).

of deep Tubewells and Shallow Tubewells are 142 and

2S
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purchased with the loan granted by the &Aariculture Depart~
mente. In recent years the Irrigation Department has emphaé
sised on the use of uhderground water in areess where tanks
are not available. Accordingly the department hss been sin-.
king deep tubewells and shallow tubewells.

Prior to 1959, irrigstion in this district was negli-~
gible. Just some amount of land were irrigated using 'Donges®
made of Bamboo for cultivation of pulseéu According to the
report of the Agriculture Department, the amount of irrigsted
land in the district was just 32,200 acres in 1959, which wes
only 3.46% of the totzl cropped lend. However this situation
improved over the years znd reached 26% in 1981 (Table No.T2.6.2

The only major project, that the CGovt. has undertasken
for irrigation in MNorth Bengal is ‘TISTA PROJECT'. It is
expected that on successful completion of the Project, this
district will be benefited to scme extent.

2647 USE OF &GRICULTURE EQUIFMENT

The agficultural equipment used in this district is
extremely primitive in nature, and the description of these
wes given by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in early nineteenth cen-
tury. This may perhaps be used with a fair degree of accuracy
even to-~day in describing it. According to Dr. Buchannan,
"the plough is of the wretched construction usual in Indie,
‘and has neither to cut the soil nor mould bpard to turn it
over™, "The !NMOYI' is an instrument made of two bamboos
about six feet in length, which are joined together by
some cross bars like e rclling stone cceees” "The 'BIDAS
or 'NANGOL' is mede with wooden teeth, which is drawn by

two oxen end is employed only in free Solls, sececaea" 14




TABLE NO, T2.6.3
USE OF AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT.

cy

E Q0 U I P M E N.T.,.- I N N U M B E R

Year
Tractor Plough Plough Harrow Spade Small Items Combiners Pump beep & -Carter
wooden Iron ' or Earvestors Set Shallow
. Tubewells
1951 1 128059 - 95 55414 119465 3,31,786 - 5 - N
1956 © - 7 192722 61 - - 398395 - - T 43 - 58089
1971 42 NA NA © NA .- NA - ' - 1723 709 NA
1981 S . 89 NA -~ NA NA NA NA : - . 4123 8958 M

: Statistical abstract, West Bengal 1960, ,

t State Water Investigaticn Directorate, Gevt, of West Bengal,
s Lead Bank Cffices, West Dinajpur
+ Home (Transport) Department,

6S




According to the report of the Agriculture Dapart-
ment, there were only 7 tractors for use in cultivstion
in 1956 in the district. The number of tractors has rea~
ched to 82 in 198l. No other modern equipments like,
'Harvestor?, "Combinor! are in use, according to the
report of the Agriculture Department (Table No. T 2.6.,3).

Mechanised cultivetion in this district is neither
possible nor feasible as the plots are very small. No
significent effort has been made for land improvement or
" for esteblishing joint farming societies as is evident

from the report.l5

2.6.2  USE OF FERTILIZER

Fertilizer is an important input for production
of crops. According to a report of & Settlement Cfficer,
"The Cultivators of Dinajpur are well awsre of the value

16 '
In course of journey one could see nest .

of manure®™,
cones of cowdung and alsc of gale, earth dug out from
tanks, pitted thrOUQtht the paddy stubbles, ready for
ploughing in, as soon as the monsoon starts. The use of
indegenous manure is indeed, very small. The use of
chemical fertilizer in the distirict is alsc meagre. The
availasbility and the use of it is gradually increasing
following its benefit. According to a report of State
Viarehousing Cprporation 220,47 Tones of Chemical Ferti-
lizers were released for this district in 196l. The quan-
tity of fertilizer used in the district reachec to

15,705 Tones in 1981 (T 2.6.4). Though the quantity used



TABLE NO. T2.8.4
USE CP CHEIMICAL_.' FEZRTILIZZERS
(In Teonnes)

Year

Nitrvozen: ‘ ) Pha.sphg.?e 4 Pp+qs.;£um_ TCDAL
1951 167.567 - 19.295 ~ 33.820 220,47
1581 9753, 000 3567.000 © 1985.000 157,000
Scurce : 1)  P.A.C., West Dinajpur

14) Report of West Bengal State Warehousing Corporaticn.

19




is not significaht enough in comparison to volume of
land, we can not have any comment on it, because the
information relating to the volume of indegenous ferti-
lizers used is not available.

2.6.9 JOINT FARMING

Joint or €ollective Farming Societies in this dis-
trict is reported to be non-existent. This is perhaps due
to ignorance of the farmers as to the benefit of joint
farming. (Agriculture Survey Report - 1980 ~ P.A.C.,
West Dinajpur). :

2.6.10 PROBLEMS OF LAND

Land is the mejor factor of production in agricul-
ture sector. Though total land is constant by nature, but
agricultural land is varieble. The quantity of agricultural
land, depends upon its use, conversion of non-cultivable
land into cultivate land etc. Land problem, labour rela-
tion and agricultural production are closely linked. In
the last few decades a large number of research work have
been carried out by Economists, Scholars and Research Ins-
titutes on agriculture in India. Some of the pioneers in
this area are :—~ S. R. Sen - The strategy of Agricultursl
Development; G. D. #garwal - "Size of Agriculture Holdings
-~ fctual and operational™; A Rudra -~ Indian Agricultural
Economics Myths and Realities; C. H. Hanumantha Rao -~ "The
optimum firm - a comment;” G. R. Saini - "Holding Size,
Productivity and some related aspects of Indian agriculture!
A. M, Khusro; #&. K. Sen; A. K, Dasgupta; P. Bardhan; P. C.
Joshi, M. L, Dantwala and D. R, Gadgil, They have seen that
the size of land holdings (ownership and operational), frag
mentation, size of firm, 'Land-Man' relation, Labour relati:



technology of production, are important factors in agri-
culfural productivity and production. They have also seen
that these factors have their impact on agricultural emp-
loyment and unemployment. Many studies have been carried
out on agficultUral employment, unemployment, disguised
unemployment, surplus labour and they have seen that there
are acute problems of unemployment, disguised unemploy-
ment; and surplus labour in Indian agriculture. The study
of égricultural labour 1is important~for study of cottage
industries, since agriculture sector provides flow of
labour to industry. Hence the need for study of land prob-
lems. '

9.6.10.1 LAND HOLDINGS

Small land holdings or small size farms are one
of the main hindranéesffor agricultural development. Like
all other parts of Indis, agriculture in West Dinajpur is
characterised by predominance of small size farms. The
study of settlement records (of 1951) shows that, out of
total number of farmers, 55% were holding landless than
5 acres (i.e. marginal and small farmers); and 26.5% were
medium farmeré holding land 5 to 10 acres. In other words
81.45% of farmers belonged to small and medium group.
Their total holding of land was 40% of -total cultivable
land. Being @ function of ownership (which is again a func-
tion of hereditary division) and transfer (sale of land),
it is natural that land holding gradually decreases. Acc-
ording to the report of P.A.C.; of the total cultivators
as on 1980, about 93% belongs to marginal and small farmers
‘category, holding landless than five acres. The sharp.
increase in the number of marginal and small farmers cate-
gory, was not only due hereditary division or transfer of
land but also includes those landless labourers, who were
given the vested land. This category of fermers were holding



30% of total cultivable land.

2.6.10.2 SIZE OF FIRM AND FRAGMENTATION OF LAND

Most of the agricultural firms in West Dinajpur
are small. According to the report of P.A.C.; 90% of
ferms are in between 1.5 to 3 acres. Fragmentation of
land is also an acute problem in this district. At an
average one acre of land is divided into 7 to 10O plots.
Not only fragmentation, but ownership of farms, have
wide-dispersion. Sometimes it is 5 to 7 Km. from their
place of fesidence. In some ceses, the dispersion is
due to donation of land as dowry to daughter at marriage,
who have married at a long disteance.

24.6410,3 EMPLOYMENT OF BARGADER

The land cultivation system, i.e., owner culti-
vation vs tenancy cultivation is very important from the
point of view of productivitye. Ownership plays an impor-
tant role in the progress of agriculture.

In this district, employing of bargaders or share
cropping is also an importent factor, which is noticed. It
appears from the Settlement records of'195l, there were
47737 (about 80% of total cultivators) bargaders of diff-
erent size in the district. Proportion of cultivstors emp-
loying bargaders to total cultivators was 21.47%. In case
of higher holdings of land (more than 15 acres), it was
54.82%. According to the Settlement record of 1980 the
employment of bargaders has sherply falled. But this does
not mean that the total number of bargaders have fallen.
Now bargaders are employed on unwritten basis and they are
changed by rotation. This change in attitude is due to the




. TASLE NG, T2.56.5
JERSONS -CULTIVATING OWM LAND CR ZIMPLCYTNG BARGADAR WITH SIZE QF LAND OWNED/OR GIVEN I DHAG ON 1951

Arnas of cultivacad Total No. HMo. of cultis employing TUMasR CF FLRGUNS EoPLC 71N DARGADAR FOR TIE FCLLOWISNG CUT COF TOTAL LAND CWMED
land owned (o Acres of culti- vanor employ- Bargeazar 0.15 1.3¢4 2.0l 3.01 4,01 .01 8.01 7.01 . 8.G1° - 3.01° , L8.31 15,01 -20.31 25.01 33,39
vater inQ Mo, of 1,00 2.3¢C 3,00 4.00 5.00 6.0 7.00 8.00. 9.30 10.00 15.00 20.00 25.00 33.33
Bargadar
TOTAL 50794 T ATISY
0 to 1.00 3735 3291 444 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1.01 eo 2.00 - 7228 6516 739 132 607 | - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2.01 o 3.00 8143 7131 1012 160 183 669 - - - ~ ~ - - - - - . - -
3,01 to 4.00 8089 6932 1157 173 248 139 597 - - ~- - - - - T - - -
4.1 o 5.00 6215 530% 910 87 208 142 s 37e - ~ - ~- - ~- - - - -
$.01 to 6,00 4202 3411 792 so 115 183 86 64 254 - - ~ - - - - - -
» 6.01 to 7.00 4339 31519 820 75 102 1?7 129 50 48 299 - ~ - - - - - -
“7.01 o 8,00 2553 1949 604 44 S3 Tl 123 56 35 18 164 - - - - - - -
8.01 to 9.00 2206 1664 542 29 73 62 72 70 24 37 17 181 - - - - - -
9.01 ¢o 10,00 2773 2031. S 742 62 70 81 88 105 34 60 - 27 25 190 - - - - -
10,01 to 15,00 . 4608 2993 1615 40 145 151 215 i80 140 150 97 6€ a9 342 - - - -
15.01 o 20,00 T 1962 1703 1253 46 S7 72 a7 74 72 114 77 71 . 182 147 254 - - -
20.01 to 25,00 1312 568 744 7 23 27 45 41 a5 48 56 38 &0 127 94 129 - -
25,01 to 13.1% 1209 434 775 13 13 23 28 34 16 24 38 47 69 135 112 79 114 -
13,34 el cleeve 1147 84 863 13 09 24 17 12 16 14 - 14 41 79 929 B4 126 313

":xﬂudlnq Islampur H-L1 . N
. *’'Source DIST. ICT  Sakilemewt Qapary.

Parcentage of Culrivztors to Total number of Cultivators Hclding iand upts S.C0 acres = 54.39%
Percentage of Cultivators to Tetal nusbor of Cultivator Helding Land 5,00 to IC.00 acres = 75,61
Percentage of Cultivators to Total number of Cultivatcr zZmploying Borgamar = 21.47
Percentage of Cultivator to Total numter of Cultivators Helding Land more than 15.00 = 54.82

acres Imploying 2orgadar

G3




legislation, which has been enacted for converting
tenants into owners. Though this legislation has con-
firmed the right of bargaders on land they are culti-
vating, but in majority cases bargaders have been dis-
charged from land, due to this legislation, by the
‘owners. Therefore, new form of contrsct emerged, in
which,  bargaders are more uncertain about their future,

2.6.10.4 VESTED LAND AND ITS DISTRIBUTION

In view of gigantic number of landless culti-
vators in one hand, and large holdings of land on the
other, Government has fixed the uper ceiling of land
holding. Cultivators having land more than ceiling are
vested and distributed among the landlesss In this dis-
trict upto 1980 only 32282.6 hectors of land were vested,
which is only 6% of the total agriculturzl lande These
land have been, distributed to 126024 beneficiaries at
an average of 0.26 hectors. The progress of land reforms
in this district may be regarded as negligible.

2+6.10.5 LAND RE~-CLAIMED

A1l cultivable land are not cultivated, because
of certain difficulties. These non-cultivable land requ-
ired to be converted into cultivable land. The progress
of land reclamation is negligible in the district. Hence
little change in total area of cultivable land. Inspite
of having large quantity of hollow land the farmers were
unable to process them due to scarcity of finance and
technology.

- 24641046 LAND POSITION

Land position has a great impact on the agricul-

op)
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tural productivity. From this point of view, agricultursl
land is divided into two parts = one is upper land and the
other is lower land. lower land is generally more fertile
than upper land; but production in lower land is uncertain.
Since often they go below the water due to flood or heavy
monsoon and thus crops are destroyed. West Dinajpur is a
district of 5 rivers and large number of cennels. Being a
area of heavy reinfall the district has large number of
'Bills' and 'Ponds'. The land of the district is basically
low. About 60% of the total agricultural laend is low. It:
is a common problem to the cultivators of the district of
West Dihajpur.

2.6.10.7 AGRICULTURAL UNEMPLOYMENT

_ There are acute problems of unemployment and
underemployment in agriculture in the district of West
Dinajpur. We have noticed that 93% of the cultivators in
this district are marginal and small ones. Besides, there
are agricultursl labourers whose number has more or less
trippled from 1961 to 1981, As the growth in agricultursal
productivity index and total cultivated land is negligible,
one can imagine the extent of unemployment,. or underemploy~-
ment in the agricultural sector in the district of West
Dinajpur. |

2.7.1 MAJOR CROPS AND AREA UNDER CULT IVAT ION

The major crops grown in the district are 3man,

- aus (Bhadoi) and boro paddy, jute and mest3d, rape and
mustard, wheat, chillies, pulses, sugar cane, potato, tea
and tobacco. Some amount of vegetables are also produced,
but the quantity is not very significant. The most impor-
tant crop is aman paddy followed by Bhadoi (3us), jute,
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wheat and mustard. &s much as 70.08% of the total cropped
area is utilised for cultivation of amen paddy (Table -
No. T 2.7.1), while bh2zdoi, ‘jute, wheat and mustard acecount
for 23.53, 12.64, 8.36 and 6.30 percent respectively. A
Chillies, onion.and potsto come next. These are main
vegetables which are exported from this district. These
figures are for the year 198l A comparison (Table Nos.

T 2.7.2) of 1961, 1971 and 1981 figures shows that 1971
was the best for agriculture production both in respect
~of yield and utilization. Though production to a large
extent depends.upon nature, the inference that we can
draw from the Table is one of the changing pattern of-
crops production. Jute cultivation in terms of area is
gradually falling. The areas under jute cultivation wére
14.86% in 1961, 13,32 in 1971 and 12.82 in 1981, Bhédbi

is taking the area of jute as they are products of the
same season. This is probably due to falling price of

jute and increasing demand for food crops, following
increase in population. As to the Rabi crops, particuléf-
ly wheat and mustard are increasing their position. The -
area sown for mustard was 4.97/and 6.30% in 1971 and 1981
respectively. The increased utilization of land for rabi . .
crops was made possible by increased facility for irriga-
tion. It is expected that in near future the production- .
of wheat and mustard will go further ahead and jute will.
fall further. '

Chillies, onion and potato are the main exportable -
vegetables from this district, The report of 1971 shows
that about 500 hectors were planted for chillies and"
3100 heétorswere sown for potatos.

Among the others Tea and Tobacco are thé main crops.
Tea is totally exported and Tobacco is totally consumed for.
domestic purpose.
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_ TABLE NC. T2.7.1 -
Percentage of Land under Main Crops and Yield - in West Dinajrur !

1961  ° - 1871 1581
% of Total Yield in % of Total = “ield per - % of Total Zislc per
Crepred Land = Hecter "Cropped Land  Hector Cropred Land. Hegtor
e AlAL 67.65 .9548 - 73.26 1,032 70.C8 »SC4c
A  BHAIXCI 14.C0 ‘ .7223 26.60 1.172 2353 278
> BoRG ..08 .5000 | .60 3,285 1,64 2.144
Y ' : '
JUTE 14.86 - 966.8 : 13.322 13.18 12.82 10,56
WHEX 0.21 ©.2000 . 4,20 2.489 8.16 , 2.247
RAPE" & MUSTARD €.CO . 2509 4.57 . 2_925 - 6. 20 .402
~ : Yield -Tcnes per Hectcr : Calculated trom Agvi. Pred.Repevt.
PADDY \ RAPE ¢ == o,
, - ‘ M ASTER ':ei‘r?g"&Jo bo
R S AMAN 4 ———p
e : pHADOI |——- Ko 8F
, - : — PAVLDY ==Y
= - “ RoRo ;—-—?..__..M{}
. R Qody |0 T o,
LasTinp C PO - g2
. ) 3 o b rﬂ’, L
WHEAT AT f WHEAT [Ty
% . E SITE 2034
“ S 7 . &
'/»./", o ’ " ’//“(
- .r'/
L JUTE O Jute [ e —

; o COMPERATIVE PROBUCTIv Ty PER HECTOR —»



TAELE NC, T2.72 L

FRCDUCTICN CF PRINCIPAL CRCPS AND AREA CULLIVATED IV WZST DINASTUR

WU R

Crops 1651 1951 1371 1381

Ares Procuction Area Froductieon Area frocducticn -  Ares FroLucnion
'000 Hector 'C0C Tcnes '000 Hectcr 'C00 Benes '000 Hacter Tones YCC0 Hector 'UCZ Tcnes

*1 Aman z204,4 15&,1 31C.4 296.4 337.5 348‘3: 32z, 4 294,11

<~ Enaded 19.1 1s8.2 64.1 4£.,.2 122.4 43,5 108,6 28,2

“ Boro. Neglicible Negligible 0.4 0.2 2.8 9.2 7.8 12,2

TITAL 223.% 173.4 374,95 342.9 462.7 301.¢0 433.¢ 503.5

. _

3 cuke 18.2 €i.6 68,2 329.7 81.3 404.¢C 39,2 312.7
sheat 0.6 0.4 i.C 0.2 19.¢ 49.2 38.8 30,8
Toktacce 0.4 0.4 0,3 0.2 0.5 0.2 NA 3
chillies =ma NA 1.8 1.6 2.0 1.0 XA NA
Repe & .
rustardé 25.4 11.0 27.5 6.9 22.S 6.7 . 29,1 11.7
Tea NA NA 1.0 _ 0.21 NA NA 0.2 «24
Pctato NI NA-- 3.9 16.0 ' 3.1 17.C 5.2 35,7

Vd

*1 - Winter Crop.

*3 -~ Thcousand bales

. - Sufmer Crop. Sownce s P Aa.p. West Dinajpuhn ,

cf 200 ¥g. each (exciuding mesta)
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26742 YIELD

The average yield per hector of 3men paddy varies
from 0.9 to 1.5 tones (900 to 1050 Kg.) For 3us and boro
yield rate are 0.3 to 1:5 and 2 to 3, tone respectively.
Among the paddy boro is highest in terms of yield rate.
The yield rate for jute, wheat and mustard are 1056,

2,347 and 0.,4020 tones per hector respectively in 1981,
The yield rates for all production in 1971 recorded high-
est, following favourable climate. The yield rate of mus-
tard doubled during the period following better irrigation
facilities (Table No. T 2.7.1)., |

In comparison to average yield rate of the State the
yield rafes of West Dinajpur is lower. This is because of
primitive agricultural method and other constraints like
lack of knowledge, non-availability of irrigational facili-
ty etc. On the whole, inspite of having better agriculture
potenfial, the agrarien structure of West Dinajpur is very
backward. |

2.8.1 SUMMARY

West Dinajpur is a beckward district and was greatly
affected by the partition. Large section of the population
belongs to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. There
exists a structural imbalance, so far occupational pattern
is concerned, A great portion of people i's dependent upon
agriculture and volume of landless agricultural labour. is
increasing over the period. The exbansion in the secondary
and tertiary sector is limited. All these are reflected in
the negatlve movement in the participation ratio. Though ‘
agriculture constitutes the core of Dinajpur economy, this
sector is still backward.
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