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From time- immemorial Cottage Industries heve been occu-
pying an important.place in the village ebonomy. Cottece
Industry was the other name of economic self sufficiency.
Inspite of its decline during the British regime, 1its
expension end growth was Sought for industrialisation of
rural and backward areas, ‘lest Dinajpur a study of whose
Cottage Industries is the purpose of this volume, is a
backward 2rea in terms of its democrephic cheracteristics
and Industriel conte%&.w¢;~

The study presents @ historical account of the industry
in West Dinajpur, its economic relevance and the factors
contrary to its growth end éxpansion; The study has exam-
ined the multiple problems at micro level, tested the pro-
bability of potential crowth and suggested some course of
action thet may lead to the economic improvement of the
millions engaged in the industry. |
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This study is the first of its kind for West Dinejpur end
largely exploratory in nature. However, just one study,
like the present one,.cannot be adequate to cover all the
gaps in our knowleége about the industry. There is always
a scope for a more specific and indepth examination. llence,
the studyfends with suggestlons for further lines of resea-
rch to examine other dimensions of the,industry°
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