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From time, immemorial Cott.age Industries lvve been occu

pying an important plvce in the village economy. Cott2ge 
Industry was the other name of economic self sufficiency. 

' Inspite of its decline during the British reQime, its 
_expansion end grmvth was sought for industrialisation of 

rural .and bac k\"'ard Qrea so ;·Jest Dina j pur 2 study of whose 

Cottage lndustries is the purpose of this volume, is a 
backward Brea in terms of its d~mOQraphic ch2racteristics 

(\ 
and Industrial conte'rit .c-·:r.·, -· 

.r~ • '\ 

The $tudy presents a historic~! account of the industry 
in West Oinajpur, its ecQnomic relevance and the factors 
contrary to its growth and ~xpansion. ~he study has exam

ined the multiple problems at micro level, tested the pro
bability of potential ~rowth and su~gestect some course of 
action thct may lead to the economic improvement of the 

millions engaged in the industry. 

This study is the first of its kind for \'/sst Din2jpur 2nd 

largely exploratory in nature. However, just one study, 

like the present on~,. cannot be 2dequate to cover all the 
' 

gaps in our knowledge about the industry. There is always 

a scope for a more specifi~ and indepth ex?mination. !~nee, 

the study ends with suggestions for further lines of resea~ 

rch t6 e~a~ine other dimensions of the industry. 
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