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12.1 West Dinejpur which is a backward district of
West Bengal in terms of all criterious forwarded by diff-
erent committees was created along with the partition -of
Bengal in 1947 and & huge number of migrents came into
the district from East Pakistan, presently Bangladesh.

- Being & border zone, the economy of the district had been
shaken twice during the last 30 years, viz. China war
during 1962 and Bangladesh turmoil during 1969-70.

12.2  In terms of populstion the district of which

the migrants form 15% stands 9th in the State with moderste
growth rate; A1l demographic characteristics are favourable
except 'Age CompositiOn" and 'Literacy'. 60/ and 33% of
the total population are Hindus and iuslims respectively.
35% of the totel population i.e. 54 of Hindus belong to
the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. '

12.3 The overall psrticipetion of workers in the dis-~
trict lag much behind the national participation.68% of the
populétion are non—WOrkerS. The primary-sector, secondary
sector and tertiary sector account for 82%, 5.24% and 13.14%
of the total workers respectively. Trade and Commexrce
(tertiary'sector) alone accounts for 6.19% of tétal workers.
No significant changé has been noticed in the occupational'
structure except en unusual risesin the flow of lendless

agricultural labourers.

12.4 The district is mostly egricultural. Jute &nd
Paddy are the main items of sgricultural production. Though
land utilization has reached the saturation point (86%) but
due to underdeveloped agticulture process, productivity is
lagging much behind the average productivity in the state.,
Most of the lend are single cropped. Use of fertilizer and
high yielding seeds is negligible and facilities for irrige-
tion are limited. The use of agriculture equipments is
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primitive and the joint farming is totally absent.
Operational and actual holding are small, so slso the
size of farms. There is the existence of tremendous

unemploymént or under underemployment in this sector.

12,5 The district possesses no mining or forestry.
However, the land are suitable for holding of water.

Therefore fishery enterprises may be intensified.

12,6 - The district possesses no large scale industry,
nor has it much potential for large scsle industry, except’
jute, which the district produces in a comménding quantity.
The presence of organised industry is negligible, so also
the employment in this sector. '

12.7 After agriculture, it is the cottage and village
industries which are providing livelihood to 2 large num-
ber of people. Cotton handloom, Jute weaving(Dhokra),

o Pottery, Beedi manufecturing, Bamboo and cané work are

important smong the others.

12.8 The artisans are poor and mostly belong to back-
“ward classes. They are scattered, unorgenised and illite=~ .
rate, each supporting a large family. Though the family
as 2 whole provides labour, it is living at subsistance
level. Most of them have twine occupations. A few are
holding negligible areaé of land and many are agriculture
labogrers.‘Their assets possession ere negligible and
most of them are indebted to mahajans. '

12.9 Inspite of the two incidents of economic dis-
order already mentioned, the cottage industries are achie-
ving considerable expansion. Cotton handloom industry
éhows the highest growth in terms of employment. The pecu-
liarity of the industry is that West Dinéjpur is not a
Cotton producing centre. The reason behind this peculiar
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phenomenonvis possibly the immigration of & large number
of artisans from Pabné and Khulna districts of Bengladesh.

12.10 What is importent to note is that the industry

is not expanding in the household sector, thus deteriora-
ting rurel sector. In recent times we observed a tendency
of the artisans to join non-=household sector as wage
earners, rather than having their own units of production.
This tendency observed in all sector of cottage industries
is indicated by a growth -of number of artisans on the one
hand and @ decreasing number of establishment in the house-
hold sector on the other. This is a8 serious problem and is.
contrary to the interests of rural industrialisation. It is
therefore to be studied in depth. The ownexrship of these
industries is either based on sole proprietorship or on the

joint Hindu femily basis.

12.11 One of the major reasons for stagnation in expan-
sion in household sector is the problems of entrepreneurship.
We observed that the artissns have sufficient qualities for
being successful entrepreneurs. But they heve not been so,
because of the lack of institutional support which they
need most. We observed thet the help of so called supporting
system was .limited in the district. Some of the facilities
are not at all availeble and some others marginally present.
The study criticised the role of District Hendloom Develop-
ment Centre-and District Industries Centre as to their role
played in the Development of handloom industry in particular

and cottage industries in general.

12,12 The problem of finsnce as we.observed in case of
the artisans engaged in cotton handloom industry is acute.
The artisans are not in a position to utilize their full

- production capacity due to lack of finsnce. Inspite of



several policies of the government, the institutional
finance in this sector was negligible. The low credit
worthiness of artisans is perhaps the main reasocn.
Finsncial assistance to the poor artisans may restrain
them from joining non-household sector as wage earners.

12,13 The present sickness of cotton hendloom indus-

- try in the district is pertly due to their defective
production policy and adoption of old techniques. Some
techniqueé'of production like, 'Ikst technique'® are
totally sbsent. The introduction'of 'Tkat ! technique may
improve the'present;sitﬁation. The cost of production in
the district is high in comparison to other places due to
distance from raw materisls centres. Since the artisans ,
are poor, ihey can't buy in bulk and therefore they are
subject to local retailers who charge them exorbitantly.
Esiablishmént of raw-materisls bank mey improve the situa-

tion.

12.14 Marketing problem faced by the artisans has been
“throughly studied. Some product faults are identified
through consumers survey, like, design, colour (dye) etc.
It is also -observed *that Sales across the counters of co~-
operative retail outlets are gradually increasing. In view
of total capture of the market by Mzhsajans and their agents,
establishment of & co-operative hendloom marketing society
with large number of retail outlets mey be helpful. In view
of merket competition the study suggests shortening the
channel of distribution.

12,15 - The co-operative movement among the artisens hés
not been much of a success. The reasons may be the failure
of existing co-operatives or lack of encouragement. Trade
Unions can possibly play a unique role in organising the
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artisans. The study also concludes that Panchayets may
prove useful in implementation of government policies.

12.16 On the whole the study suggests :i-

¥  more institutional assistance to the artisans
in unorganised sector, be it in respect of
finance, or training, or technology;

%  the establishment of & raw-materials benk;

¥  the establishment of a co-operative marketing

society;

P

the launching of special campaign programmes
to organise the rural artisans;

*; the launching of Merket research activity from
time to time, -to fill the gap of merketinag
knowledge of the artisans.

12,17 The study attémpts within its limited scope to
present an integrated and comprehensive analysis of the
problems of cottzsge industries in general and héendloom
industry in the specific in West Dinajpur, a backward
distriét of West Bengal. Just one study cannot be suffi-
cient to.fill 21l the gaps in our knowledge about the
industry, which had 2 glorious pest. Even now it consti-
tutes an' important element in the rural economy, inspite

of its decline in the recent times.

Ai.the same time, 1t faces a number of
intricate problems. Justice will be done to it, if
only further research . to examine its other dimensions
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is carried-on. The present work hints at the field
that require further in-depth treatment. In fact,
each and every aspect of ‘the industry covered in
the present study may provide besis for further
research. In conclusion, the cottage industries
face multi-dimensional problems and play crucial
role in the economy of & backward srea. The deve-
lopment of them may develop the economy of this

backward region. -



