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Abstract 

TITLE : A STUDY ON STATUS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF 

DAKSHIN DINAJPUR DISTRICT : A GEOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS 

Socio-Economic Development is a multi-dimensional process and concept 

which involves major changes of social and economic structures and thereby reduces 

inequality in all sectors of society, eradicates poverty and accelerates economic growth 

of a country or a region. It helps to increase per capita income and enhance the flow of 

goods and services which ultimately contributes to the betterment of Socio-Economic 

conditions of the people living in that area. As a result of scientific and material 

progress, the structure of modern economy as well as society has become more dynamic 

and complex than that of the past. In true sense, development represents economic 

planning and Socio-Economic changes within basic needs for a human being to survive 

in the globalized era. It is also referring the desire of individual, social groups to live in 

such a situation where the Socio-Economic status of the people are improved for living 

a better quality of life. The balanced growth and development and the reduction of 

regional disparities is one of the most important objective for a pluralistic and multi-

ethnic society like our country. It is important to enlighten that the any planning 

mechanism and the planning process has the prime objective that is to provide a better 

life consisting shelter, food, employment, better infrastructure, education, better health 

facilities and other basic amenities. All these are essentials for achieving a better quality 

life and the welfare of individual as well as overall development of a Nation. Successive 

plans have stressed the need to develop the mostly backward regions as all parts of any 

country are not equally endowed to take the advantage of development. The strategy 

for MDG or Millennium Developmental Goal is now holds a pivotal point for ensuring 

the unity and integrity of the Nation by eliminating the inequalities and imbalances in 

spatio-temporal context. The study on Socio Economic Development of any region is 

an indispensable approach which could help to formulate appropriate policies for 

improving the social structure and removing the economic barriers to achieve the 

betterment of life. The approach evolving a lot of strategies as well as planning for 

smooth implementation of formulated policies in case to case basis. 

 The Socio economic status being a multivariate concept having many 

dimensions. There are various types Macro-economic and Socio-cultural indicators 
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used by economists and geographers to assess the relative Socio-Economic conditions 

of any region. The analysis is seeking to understand the spatio-temporal variation of 

Socio Economic Status or conditions and look into the determinants. To explore the 

rationale of policies for improvement and development of Social structure and 

Economic conditions a sectoral analysis is also required to be made for synthesizing the 

overall view. 

The present study has been done to examine the C.D. Block level overall status 

of Socio-Economic Conditions of Dakshin Dinajpur District of West Bengal. This 

District has been formed on 1st April 1992 by the division of the erstwhile West 

Dinajpur District. The erstwhile Balurghat Sub-division along with Banshihari and 

Kushmandi Blocks (which were in Raiganj sub-division prior to division) comprise the 

new district. The district Dakshin Dinajpur extends from 25°10'55" North to 26°35'15" 

North latitudes and from 87°48'37" East to 89°00'30" East longitudes. Dakshin 

Dinajpur is surrounded by Bangladesh in the North, East and South, Uttar Dinajpur 

District in the North and West and a part of southern and western border of Dakshin 

Dinajpur lies adjacent to Malda District. The administrative set up of the district 

consists of two subdivisions viz. Balurghat, the district headquarter and Gangarampur. 

There are total 8 Community Development (C. D) Blocks in the district out of which 

Balurghat, Kumarganj, Tapan and Hili C.D. Blocks are under Balurghat Subdivision 

while Kushmandi, Banshihari, Harirampur and Gangarampur C.D. Blocks are under 

Gangarampur Sub-division. Each C.D Block has got one Police Station. Gangarampur 

and Balurghat are two Municipal Towns situated in the district. The district has total 65 

Gram Panchayat (G.P.) and 1638 inhabited Villages as per census report, 2011.  

This district is such an area with remarkable area of land being under 

cultivation. The prime objective of the study is to examine and analyze the Block-level 

Socio-Economic Status and its temporal variation and to find out disparity in the level 

of Socio-Economic development among C.D Blocks of the district. Other objective is 

to find out the basic Socio-Economic problems and barriers for the development and 

putting up some remarkable measures for better and equal development by taking away 

of such problems and barriers and finally to find out the level of development in rural 

areas which is the dominant aerial unit of this District. 
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 The present research is based on both the primary and secondary data.  The 

primary data has been collected through Socio-Economic Survey over 10% of total 

households of the selected villages of the District. The sample for the study was selected 

in such a way that the random distribution of the households could be maintained. A 

central positioned village and a peripheral village of a single block has been taken under 

consideration as for bring out the overall Socio-Economic conditions and this has been 

followed for entire district. The researcher has visited District headquarter and block 

headquarters along with various offices for obtaining the secondary data. The secondary 

data has also been collected from various official Govt. Department publications, 

different journals, edited publications, books, internet resources and so on. The 

necessary maps have been produced by using Arc GIS, Q-GIS softwares. The basic 

methodology followed for the study is Weighted Score method for standardizing the 

data and Composite Index method followed by Kendall’s rank coefficient method. The 

Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient method has also been considered to find out the 

correlation between population distribution and Composite Index values and the result 

has been tested by Student’s “t” test method at chosen significant level. The “Z” Score 

technique has also adopted to find out the variation of distribution of variables among 

various C.D. blocks. Here, the researcher calculated the standard score more commonly 

called as Z-Score which is very useful because it allows us to tell whether a particular 

score is equal to Mean, below the mean or above the mean. A total fifty (50) number of 

Indicators under Social and Economic heads have been selected combining 

Demographic, Education, Health, Infrastructure and Economic attributes. 

  Altogether there are eight chapters in this thesis. The first chapter of this thesis 

is dealing with the introductory part of the study and study area, including scope, 

hypothesis, objectives, data sources, literature review and methodologies adopted for 

the study. 

The second chapter is dealing with the description of the Physical and Socio-

Economic background of the study area. Physiographically, the area is characterized by 

a featureless plain with alluvium deposits. The area is dissected by a number of rivers 

and channels which perhaps responsible for the formation of flood plains. The area is 

basically experienced a hot summer, heavy rainfall and cold winter which altogether 

responsible for the cultivation of various crops throughout the years. The soils of the 

district are of four types Sandy, Sandy loam, Clay and Clay loam. The general slope of 
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the district is from north to south. This chapter also giving a synoptic view of the 

demographic parameters like Density, Literacy, S.C. S.T composition of Population, 

and occupational pattern of population, Agriculture, Industry, Power, and Transport-

Communication facilities available in the district. Economically, the area is dominated 

by agricultural activity with a potentiality of Agro-based industries with no large scale 

industry. 

The third chapter is associated with the identification of Indicators for 

measuring the Socio-Economic Status of rural area of Dakshin Dinajpur District. The 

indicators have been selected from different parameters of Socio-Economic conditions. 

A total number of fifty Indicators under Demography, Education, Health, Economy, 

Infrastructural attributes have been selected for the investigation. A single indicator has 

its own significance and contributing the overall development process to a greater 

extent. The integrated approach has been adopted for appropriate result and proper 

explanation. 

The fourth Chapter has amalgamated with the explanation and measurement of 

Social Status of Study area. The social status of a region refers to the overall position 

and structure of society and it may be conceptualized as the measurement of the level 

of a number of indices which collectively impacts on the growth and development of 

Socio-Economic Conditions. The primary observation and estimation from field survey 

highlighting the fact that there is a large variation of Socio-Economic Development 

through entire study area. Some blocks are more developed and some are falling back 

or comparatively under developed. This is because of uneven distribution of resources 

and infrastructural facilities like school, colleges, health centers, transportation and 

communication facilities throughout the region. The Education is the single most 

important social parameter which leads to all other social and economic sectors for the 

betterment of present as well as future generations. Among eight blocks Harirampur 

and Hili blocks are fall under the category of low social status region whereas Balurghat 

and Tapan blocks are demarcated as high Social Status region. Rest of blocks are under 

moderate status. 

The fifth chapter deals with the Measurement of Economic Status of Study area. 

Since time immemorial, the human civilization has evolved from primitive through 

under develop to develop state. Every country either developed or underdeveloped has 
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economically advanced and backward regions and this is obviously present in this 

district too. It has been previously said that the economy of the study area is mainly 

agriculture based and to find out the overall Status of Economic development and its 

regional disparities a total thirty-four (34) number of parameters have been taken under 

consideration. The composite value shows the block wise developmental status in 

Economical aspects. Balurghat and Tapan blocks have the highest Composite Index 

values which indicates a high level of development whereas Harirampur and Hili blocks 

have the lowest CI values which shows the low level of development among all C.D. 

Blocks. The statistical analysis also states that there are some significant inter-regional 

disparities in infrastructural development.  The temporal analysis focused on the 

changing status and pattern of Development from 2001 to 2011. The CI value has 

increased from 2001 to 2011 in almost all blocks which carry a positive sign.  

The sixth chapter has explained the Level of Socio-Economic Development of 

entire district and its variations among various C.D. Blocks in Socio-Economic aspect. 

The chapter has also dealt with the temporal variation from 2001 to 2011. This chapter 

has analyzed the result by compositing the CI value of Social Status and the CI value 

of Economic Status. The estimation has drawn up the result as 25% of the total CD 

Blocks has designated as under developed category whereas 25% of total CD blocks 

has been categorized as developed and 50% as moderately developed. Balurghat and 

Tapan blocks are comparatively advanced in Socio-Economic aspects whereas 

Harirampur, which is situated far away from the district Headquarter, and Hili, which 

is influenced by the immigrants from surrounding Bangladesh, are found to be least 

developed in Socio-Economic aspects. The inter regional inequalities in the distribution 

of basic amenities and infrastructures are considered as the basic responsible factors 

behind such development. 

The seventh chapter has tried to explain the problems and some suggestive 

measures to obliterate the barriers of Socio-Economic development in the district. One 

of the major problems of this area is the influx of immigrants from Bangladesh. This 

may be taken as one of the prime phenomenon which result into the alteration of 

population structure as well as socio economic structure. Another issue is the low rate 

of employment generation in comparison with growth rate of population. As being an 

agriculture based economy the area is less developed in respect of basic infrastructure. 

The lack of road connectivity is another factor for backwardness of this area and this 
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may be responsible for non-existence of remarkable industries. This international 

border locked district has low volume of population this is why the entrepreneurs’, 

business communities and large corporate houses are least interested to come up with 

their new projects in the district. This chapter is also addressing some recommendations 

and suggestive measure for overall Socio-Economic development of the district in 

general and improvement of quality of life of the residents in particular. 

Recommendations have been made in keeping the view of block-wise sectoral status in 

mind. This chapter also highlighted that every sectors for Socio-Economic development 

needs to be improved in a sustained way and this is why all such related social and 

economic parameter must be taken for balanced development so that inter-regional 

disparities could be minimized. 

 In last chapter all the earlier chapters of the thesis have been summarized and 

finally conclusion drawn. The present research is a comprehensive attempt to explore 

the existing C.D. Block Level Status of Socio-Economic conditions of the district of 

Dakshin Dinajpur and its disparities. As stated in hypothesis it has been proved and 

found to be valid that there is significant disparity in Socio-Economic development 

among various C.D. Blocks in the district. So, attention must be paid to the respective 

sectors of all Socio-Economic parameters so that with in this small district a balanced 

development could take place in the days to come and the Socio-Economic status of the 

residents could reach to a new desired height. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


