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Preface 

At the time of having Independence, India inherited from the British an 

economy severely afflicted by regional disparities. The British Ruler looked at the 

problem of regional imbalances in the country as a natural manifestation of varying 

resource endowments of different regions and their geographical distribution. However, 

after independence policy makers and social scientists viewed the problem of regional 

imbalances differently. No country can be regarded to have a well-balanced economic 

growth if there are large disparities between the levels of development and standard of 

living between people of different regions of the country itself and different classes of 

people in the same region. In our country the problems of Socio-Economic imbalances 

are growing rapidly. Some areas are outgoing their capacities, while some others are 

remaining poor and backward, unless quick steps are taken for balanced Socio-

Economic development. The planning process in India has witnessed the existence of 

disparities at various levels. Despite various efforts of planning commission to reduce 

regional imbalance in Socio-economic development it has not been achieved to a 

desired level as the identification of backward areas are still lacking at the micro and 

meso levels. And all regions are not same in nature so there might be specific system 

of planning and development for each region.   

Dakshin Dinajpur is one of the border district of West Bengal and came into 

being as a new district on 1st April, 1992. Like other parts of India, the district of 

Dakshin Dinajpur is also have wide disparity in various socio-economic aspects among 

its various C.D Blocks. The Thesis entitled ‘‘A STUDY ON STATUS OF SOCIO-

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF DAKSHIN DINAJPUR DISTRICT: A 

GEOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS’’ is an out come of the modest attempt of the 

researcher to find out the level of Socio-economic development among its various C.D 

Blocks. Attempt has been made to find out which C.D. Blocks are comparatively better 

and which C.D. Blocks are least developed in terms of 50 selected Socio-Economic 

Indicators and which may provde a base and guideline to the planners and policy 

makers to bridge the gap between developed and backward regions of this District. The 

Thesis has been divided into eight chapters : Chapter-I Introduction ; Chapter-II 

Physical and Socio-Economic Background of the Study Area ; Chapter-III 

Identification of Indicators for Measuring Socio-Economic Status ; Chapter-IV 
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Measurement of Social Status ; Chapter-V Measurement of Economic Status ; Chapter-

VI Analysis of Level of Socio-Economic Development ; Chapter-VII Problems and 

Recommendations and Chapter-VIII Summary and Conclusion. It is anticipated that 

this will facilitate a better understanding of the present status of Socio-Economic 

development of the district. For the better and easy comprehension and understanding 

various statistical techniques have been incorporated.  

The Researcher is in great hope that this effort will be a good refreshing guide 

and proved to be beneficial for the scholars, academicians, policy makers, planners, 

economists, politicians, government and others. 
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Abstract 

TITLE : A STUDY ON STATUS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF 

DAKSHIN DINAJPUR DISTRICT : A GEOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS 

Socio-Economic Development is a multi-dimensional process and concept 

which involves major changes of social and economic structures and thereby reduces 

inequality in all sectors of society, eradicates poverty and accelerates economic growth 

of a country or a region. It helps to increase per capita income and enhance the flow of 

goods and services which ultimately contributes to the betterment of Socio-Economic 

conditions of the people living in that area. As a result of scientific and material 

progress, the structure of modern economy as well as society has become more dynamic 

and complex than that of the past. In true sense, development represents economic 

planning and Socio-Economic changes within basic needs for a human being to survive 

in the globalized era. It is also referring the desire of individual, social groups to live in 

such a situation where the Socio-Economic status of the people are improved for living 

a better quality of life. The balanced growth and development and the reduction of 

regional disparities is one of the most important objective for a pluralistic and multi-

ethnic society like our country. It is important to enlighten that the any planning 

mechanism and the planning process has the prime objective that is to provide a better 

life consisting shelter, food, employment, better infrastructure, education, better health 

facilities and other basic amenities. All these are essentials for achieving a better quality 

life and the welfare of individual as well as overall development of a Nation. Successive 

plans have stressed the need to develop the mostly backward regions as all parts of any 

country are not equally endowed to take the advantage of development. The strategy 

for MDG or Millennium Developmental Goal is now holds a pivotal point for ensuring 

the unity and integrity of the Nation by eliminating the inequalities and imbalances in 

spatio-temporal context. The study on Socio Economic Development of any region is 

an indispensable approach which could help to formulate appropriate policies for 

improving the social structure and removing the economic barriers to achieve the 

betterment of life. The approach evolving a lot of strategies as well as planning for 

smooth implementation of formulated policies in case to case basis. 

 The Socio economic status being a multivariate concept having many 

dimensions. There are various types Macro-economic and Socio-cultural indicators 
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used by economists and geographers to assess the relative Socio-Economic conditions 

of any region. The analysis is seeking to understand the spatio-temporal variation of 

Socio Economic Status or conditions and look into the determinants. To explore the 

rationale of policies for improvement and development of Social structure and 

Economic conditions a sectoral analysis is also required to be made for synthesizing the 

overall view. 

The present study has been done to examine the C.D. Block level overall status 

of Socio-Economic Conditions of Dakshin Dinajpur District of West Bengal. This 

District has been formed on 1st April 1992 by the division of the erstwhile West 

Dinajpur District. The erstwhile Balurghat Sub-division along with Banshihari and 

Kushmandi Blocks (which were in Raiganj sub-division prior to division) comprise the 

new district. The district Dakshin Dinajpur extends from 25°10'55" North to 26°35'15" 

North latitudes and from 87°48'37" East to 89°00'30" East longitudes. Dakshin 

Dinajpur is surrounded by Bangladesh in the North, East and South, Uttar Dinajpur 

District in the North and West and a part of southern and western border of Dakshin 

Dinajpur lies adjacent to Malda District. The administrative set up of the district 

consists of two subdivisions viz. Balurghat, the district headquarter and Gangarampur. 

There are total 8 Community Development (C. D) Blocks in the district out of which 

Balurghat, Kumarganj, Tapan and Hili C.D. Blocks are under Balurghat Subdivision 

while Kushmandi, Banshihari, Harirampur and Gangarampur C.D. Blocks are under 

Gangarampur Sub-division. Each C.D Block has got one Police Station. Gangarampur 

and Balurghat are two Municipal Towns situated in the district. The district has total 65 

Gram Panchayat (G.P.) and 1638 inhabited Villages as per census report, 2011.  

This district is such an area with remarkable area of land being under 

cultivation. The prime objective of the study is to examine and analyze the Block-level 

Socio-Economic Status and its temporal variation and to find out disparity in the level 

of Socio-Economic development among C.D Blocks of the district. Other objective is 

to find out the basic Socio-Economic problems and barriers for the development and 

putting up some remarkable measures for better and equal development by taking away 

of such problems and barriers and finally to find out the level of development in rural 

areas which is the dominant aerial unit of this District. 
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 The present research is based on both the primary and secondary data.  The 

primary data has been collected through Socio-Economic Survey over 10% of total 

households of the selected villages of the District. The sample for the study was selected 

in such a way that the random distribution of the households could be maintained. A 

central positioned village and a peripheral village of a single block has been taken under 

consideration as for bring out the overall Socio-Economic conditions and this has been 

followed for entire district. The researcher has visited District headquarter and block 

headquarters along with various offices for obtaining the secondary data. The secondary 

data has also been collected from various official Govt. Department publications, 

different journals, edited publications, books, internet resources and so on. The 

necessary maps have been produced by using Arc GIS, Q-GIS softwares. The basic 

methodology followed for the study is Weighted Score method for standardizing the 

data and Composite Index method followed by Kendall’s rank coefficient method. The 

Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient method has also been considered to find out the 

correlation between population distribution and Composite Index values and the result 

has been tested by Student’s “t” test method at chosen significant level. The “Z” Score 

technique has also adopted to find out the variation of distribution of variables among 

various C.D. blocks. Here, the researcher calculated the standard score more commonly 

called as Z-Score which is very useful because it allows us to tell whether a particular 

score is equal to Mean, below the mean or above the mean. A total fifty (50) number of 

Indicators under Social and Economic heads have been selected combining 

Demographic, Education, Health, Infrastructure and Economic attributes. 

  Altogether there are eight chapters in this thesis. The first chapter of this thesis 

is dealing with the introductory part of the study and study area, including scope, 

hypothesis, objectives, data sources, literature review and methodologies adopted for 

the study. 

The second chapter is dealing with the description of the Physical and Socio-

Economic background of the study area. Physiographically, the area is characterized by 

a featureless plain with alluvium deposits. The area is dissected by a number of rivers 

and channels which perhaps responsible for the formation of flood plains. The area is 

basically experienced a hot summer, heavy rainfall and cold winter which altogether 

responsible for the cultivation of various crops throughout the years. The soils of the 

district are of four types Sandy, Sandy loam, Clay and Clay loam. The general slope of 
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the district is from north to south. This chapter also giving a synoptic view of the 

demographic parameters like Density, Literacy, S.C. S.T composition of Population, 

and occupational pattern of population, Agriculture, Industry, Power, and Transport-

Communication facilities available in the district. Economically, the area is dominated 

by agricultural activity with a potentiality of Agro-based industries with no large scale 

industry. 

The third chapter is associated with the identification of Indicators for 

measuring the Socio-Economic Status of rural area of Dakshin Dinajpur District. The 

indicators have been selected from different parameters of Socio-Economic conditions. 

A total number of fifty Indicators under Demography, Education, Health, Economy, 

Infrastructural attributes have been selected for the investigation. A single indicator has 

its own significance and contributing the overall development process to a greater 

extent. The integrated approach has been adopted for appropriate result and proper 

explanation. 

The fourth Chapter has amalgamated with the explanation and measurement of 

Social Status of Study area. The social status of a region refers to the overall position 

and structure of society and it may be conceptualized as the measurement of the level 

of a number of indices which collectively impacts on the growth and development of 

Socio-Economic Conditions. The primary observation and estimation from field survey 

highlighting the fact that there is a large variation of Socio-Economic Development 

through entire study area. Some blocks are more developed and some are falling back 

or comparatively under developed. This is because of uneven distribution of resources 

and infrastructural facilities like school, colleges, health centers, transportation and 

communication facilities throughout the region. The Education is the single most 

important social parameter which leads to all other social and economic sectors for the 

betterment of present as well as future generations. Among eight blocks Harirampur 

and Hili blocks are fall under the category of low social status region whereas Balurghat 

and Tapan blocks are demarcated as high Social Status region. Rest of blocks are under 

moderate status. 

The fifth chapter deals with the Measurement of Economic Status of Study area. 

Since time immemorial, the human civilization has evolved from primitive through 

under develop to develop state. Every country either developed or underdeveloped has 
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economically advanced and backward regions and this is obviously present in this 

district too. It has been previously said that the economy of the study area is mainly 

agriculture based and to find out the overall Status of Economic development and its 

regional disparities a total thirty-four (34) number of parameters have been taken under 

consideration. The composite value shows the block wise developmental status in 

Economical aspects. Balurghat and Tapan blocks have the highest Composite Index 

values which indicates a high level of development whereas Harirampur and Hili blocks 

have the lowest CI values which shows the low level of development among all C.D. 

Blocks. The statistical analysis also states that there are some significant inter-regional 

disparities in infrastructural development.  The temporal analysis focused on the 

changing status and pattern of Development from 2001 to 2011. The CI value has 

increased from 2001 to 2011 in almost all blocks which carry a positive sign.  

The sixth chapter has explained the Level of Socio-Economic Development of 

entire district and its variations among various C.D. Blocks in Socio-Economic aspect. 

The chapter has also dealt with the temporal variation from 2001 to 2011. This chapter 

has analyzed the result by compositing the CI value of Social Status and the CI value 

of Economic Status. The estimation has drawn up the result as 25% of the total CD 

Blocks has designated as under developed category whereas 25% of total CD blocks 

has been categorized as developed and 50% as moderately developed. Balurghat and 

Tapan blocks are comparatively advanced in Socio-Economic aspects whereas 

Harirampur, which is situated far away from the district Headquarter, and Hili, which 

is influenced by the immigrants from surrounding Bangladesh, are found to be least 

developed in Socio-Economic aspects. The inter regional inequalities in the distribution 

of basic amenities and infrastructures are considered as the basic responsible factors 

behind such development. 

The seventh chapter has tried to explain the problems and some suggestive 

measures to obliterate the barriers of Socio-Economic development in the district. One 

of the major problems of this area is the influx of immigrants from Bangladesh. This 

may be taken as one of the prime phenomenon which result into the alteration of 

population structure as well as socio economic structure. Another issue is the low rate 

of employment generation in comparison with growth rate of population. As being an 

agriculture based economy the area is less developed in respect of basic infrastructure. 

The lack of road connectivity is another factor for backwardness of this area and this 
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may be responsible for non-existence of remarkable industries. This international 

border locked district has low volume of population this is why the entrepreneurs’, 

business communities and large corporate houses are least interested to come up with 

their new projects in the district. This chapter is also addressing some recommendations 

and suggestive measure for overall Socio-Economic development of the district in 

general and improvement of quality of life of the residents in particular. 

Recommendations have been made in keeping the view of block-wise sectoral status in 

mind. This chapter also highlighted that every sectors for Socio-Economic development 

needs to be improved in a sustained way and this is why all such related social and 

economic parameter must be taken for balanced development so that inter-regional 

disparities could be minimized. 

 In last chapter all the earlier chapters of the thesis have been summarized and 

finally conclusion drawn. The present research is a comprehensive attempt to explore 

the existing C.D. Block Level Status of Socio-Economic conditions of the district of 

Dakshin Dinajpur and its disparities. As stated in hypothesis it has been proved and 

found to be valid that there is significant disparity in Socio-Economic development 

among various C.D. Blocks in the district. So, attention must be paid to the respective 

sectors of all Socio-Economic parameters so that with in this small district a balanced 

development could take place in the days to come and the Socio-Economic status of the 

residents could reach to a new desired height. 
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Chapter - I 

Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

Socio-economic status is a measure of an individual’s or family’s economic and 

social position in relation to others, based on income, education, occupation and so on. 

Socio-Economic development is a multi-dimensional phenomenon. Some of its major 

dimensions includes the level of economic growth, level of education, level of health 

services, degree of modernization, status of women, level of nutrition, quality of 

housing, distribution of goods and services, access to communication etc. It is also 

conceptualized as a process which improves the quality of life of people. It requires a 

balanced human resource development in the country. One of the serious problems 

which our country is facing today is the problem of regional disparities in Socio-

Economic sector. It results in social, political and economic instability. The current 

tension and strain in the Indian politics are essentially a function of inadequacy of the 

strategies evolved since independence to correct the inequalities and distortions. 

Economic planning has been used in the country as an instrument for bringing about 

uniform regional development because one of the main objectives of the developmental 

programmes have been a progressive reduction in regional disparities in the pace of 

development. Programmes of development have been taken up in the country in a 

planned way through various Five Year Plans. However, these measures have not been 

able to reduce substantially the regional inequalities in the level of Socio-Economic 

development. 

In our state West Bengal, the progress of Socio-Economic development among 

Districts as well as its various sub-districts are not uniform. The districts and sub-

districts of North Bengal are not in exception with wide disparity in the level of Socio-

Economic development. There are various ways of analyzing spatial disparities in the 

level of Socio-Economic development, but the regional approach which permits the 

vertical integrations of Socio-Economic conditions and horizontal variations over space 

is most important. Using this spatial approach, a unit of spatial organization of society 

in terms of certain selected indicators of the level of Socio-Economic development can 

be identified. In the Present research work the district of Dakshin Dinajpur has been 
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taken as the area of study for Socio-economic status and level of development among 

various C.D Blocks. 

1.2 The Study Area 

The district Dakshin Dinajpur extends from 25°10'55" North to 26°35'15" North 

latitudes and from 87°48'37" East to 89°00'30" East longitudes. Dakshin Dinajpur is 

surrounded by Bangladesh in the North, East and South, Uttar Dinajpur District in the 

North and West and a part of southern and western border of Dakshin Dinajpur lies 

adjacent to Malda District.  

 

Map 1.1 Location Map of Dakshin Dinajpur District 
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It is situated on the north eastern part of the state of West Bengal and is under 

Jalpaiguri division. The district is formed on 1st April, 1992 comprising the southern 

part of the undivided West Dinajpur District with its headquarter at Balurghat. The 

erstwhile Balurghat Sub-division along with Banshihari and Kushmandi Blocks (which 

were in Raiganj sub-division prior to division) comprise the new district. The northern 

part of former West Dinajpur District was renamed as Uttar Dinajpur District on the 

same day.  

The administrative set up of the district consists of two subdivisions viz. 

Balurghat, the district headquarter and Gangarampur. There are total 8 Community 

Development (C. D) Blocks in the district out of which Balurghat, Kumarganj, Tapan 

and Hili C.D. Blocks are under Balurghat Subdivision while Kushmandi, Banshihari, 

Harirampur and Gangarampur are under Gangarampur Sub-division. Each C.D Block 

has got one Police Station. Gangarampur and Balurghat are two Municipal Towns 

situated in the district. The district has total 65 Gram Panchayat (G.P.) and 1638 

inhabited Villages as per census report, 2011.  

Table 1.1 Administrative Divisions of Dakshin Dinajpur District 

Sub-Division C.D. Block 

Panchayat 

Mouza 

Inhabited 

Village 

 
Samity Gram 

Gram 

Sansad 

Gangarampur 4 4 30 440 750 730 

Sub-Division Kushmandi 1 8 116 231 227 

 Banshihari 1 5 90 161 158 

 Harirampur 1 6 85 155 146 

 Gangarampur 1 11 149 203 199 

Balurghat 4 4 35 489 888 849 

Sub-Division Kumarganj 1 8 113 218 204 

 Tapan 1 11 158 279 271 

 Balurghat 1 11 163 309 296 

 Hili 1 5 55 82 78 

District Total - 2 9998 8 65 929 1638 1579 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011. 

The Present Research work has been carried out in the rural areas of the district i.e. 

Community Development (C.D) Blocks. 

1.3 Scope of the Study 

Dakshin Dinajpur District covers an area of about 2219 sq. Km of land and is 

typically agrarian in character. New railway track has been laid between Eklakhi and 



5 
 

Balurghat (the district headquarter) few years back and the district first experienced the 

Train ride on 30.12. 2004.There is four State Highways along with only 3 km length of 

National Highway No 34 passing through this district. Dakshin Dinajpur is not only 

suffering from the feeble industrial development, but it also has to tackle the enormous 

problem of immigration from adjacent Bangladesh, which is located on its eastern and 

southern fringes. Immigration across the border floods the district with the huge 

problems of overpopulation, unemployment, poverty, illiteracy, health, etc. Thus, 

Dakshin Dinajpur is set against an agrarian background with slow industrial growth, 

not remarkable progress in the secondary and tertiary sectors and sluggish Socio-

Economic as well as all-round development. The district is very much backward in 

industrial development having no large scale industry. The per capita income is also 

low. Transport and communication system of the district is also extremely poor. Road 

transport is the only available frequent transportation system in the district. The urban 

population is also very low i.e. 14.1% (2011Census) in percentage in comparison with 

rural population i.e. 85.9% (2011 Census). Literacy rate is also low i.e.72.8% which is 

lower than States average 76.3% and thereby making its rank 13th in the state West 

Bengal. It is one of the educationally backward districts in India. Other basic services 

prevailing in the district are not satisfactory. Present study would take the record of the 

present status of the Socio-Economic parameters of the district. Once such information 

is gathered, the identification of level of development will be easier and accordingly 

steps can be taken to eradicate such imbalance. Therefore, this study would be 

beneficial for the residents of the district and also for planners, decision makers, and 

local bodies in the district and for the stakeholders in this field. 

1.4 Hypothesis 

The following hypotheses have been adopted for the study: 

i. Disparities in the level of Socio-Economic status exist among the C.D. Blocks.  

ii. Temporal variation also exists in the Socio-Economic status in the rural areas. 

iii. The study area, Dakshin Dinajpur, is one of the backward district in West 

            Bengal. 
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1.5 Objectives 

In order to achieve the above mentioned hypotheses, the present study is based on 

the following objectives- 

i. To study the physical as well as Socio-Economic aspects of the district. 

ii. To study the spatial variation of present Socio-Economic status of the district 

and its comparison with state. 

iii. To study the temporal change of Socio-Economic status of the district and its 

comparison with state. 

iv. To find out the level of development in rural areas. 

v. To find out the major constraints in the overall development of the district. 

vi. To find out the necessary measures to be taken for the development of the 

district. 

1.6 Data Base 

The data of the present study is obtained from the following sources: 

1.6.1 Primary Sources of Data  

Primary data collection is based on selected field survey. Household survey has 

been   conducted to collect socio- economic data. 

1.6.1.1 The Procedure for Primary Data Collection  

The primary data has been collected during household survey on some selected 

villages. The selection of village was done in such a way that an average picture can be 

reflected of each block. There are total 1631 villages in the entire district and out of 

which one percent i.e. 16 villages have been selected for conducting household survey 

and out of 16 villages, 2 villages from each block has been taken under consideration. 

Among those two villages, one which is nearest to the block headquarter and another 

which is furthest to the block headquarter has been selected for household survey. The 

following are the census villages that have been surveyed for present research work. 
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Table 1.2 Census Villages for Household Survey 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Nearest Village from Block 

H.Q* 

Furthest Village from Block 

H.Q* 

Name of  

Village 

Total 

No. of 

House 

holds 

No. of 

House 

holds 

Surveyed 

Name of  

Village 

Total 

No. of 

House 

holds 

No. of 

House 

holds 

Surveyed 

Balurghat Danga 413 41 Chingispur 556 56 

Banshihari Mahabari 67 7 Ellhabad 986 99 

Gangarampur Belbari 1687 169 Ashokgram 626 63 

Harirampur Bagichapur 412 41 Gokama 230 23 

Hili Dhalpara 361 36 Binshirah 529 53 

Kumarganj Samjia 450 45 Batun 834 83 

Kushmandi Kushmandi 970 97 Akcha 147 15 

Tapan Chandipur 162 16 Garail 426 43 

Source: Compiled by Researcher.  H. Q* =Head Quarter   

 

The Primary data has been collected through a Socio-Economic questionnaire 

by means of field survey based on interview method. The data collected from field has 

been categorized for processing the data under various Socio-Economic parameters like 

Social, Demographic and Economic and Infrastructural. After collection the raw data 

the same has been analyzed using different various statistical methods and finally 

tabulated and presented.  

1.6.2 Secondary Sources of Data 

i. Census of India West Bengal Series; 2001 & 2011 

ii. District Statistical Handbook, Dakshin Dinajpur; 2001 & 2011 

iii. Statistical Handbook West Bengal; 2001 & 2011 

iv. Eastern Bengal District Gazetteers Dinajpur, F.W. Strong,1912 

v. India-National Human Development Report; 2001 & 2011 

vi. West Bengal Human Development Reports, 2004  

vii. Economic Review; 2001 & 2011 

viii. Various published Books, Journals, and Articles etc. 
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1.6.2.1 The Procedure for Secondary Data Collection 

For the collection of secondary data, I have visited to nearest Gram Panchayat 

office, Community Development Offices and District headquarters as well as for 

collection of some physical data I have visited different expertise and accessed various 

Govt. web portals as per requirement. Moreover, I have consulted the above mentioned 

particulars for preparing my research work. 

Besides these, there are publications of different departments of the State Government 

as well as Central Government which have been taken into consideration for the 

preparation of complete database to carry out the research work. 

1.7 Methodology 

In order to prove the hypotheses and also to fulfill the objectives of the study the 

following methodologies have been followed. 

The present research work is based on some Socio-Economic indicators which 

have been selected in two broad categories viz. Social Indicators and Economic 

Indicators. To fulfill the objectives researcher has followed some statistical methods 

which have mentioned below. 

 Composite Index Method to find out the overall status of Socio-Economic 

development of the district. 

 Weighted Score method for computation of Composite Index (CI) Value. 

 Kendall’s Coefficient ranking Method for Socio-Economic Developmental Zones. 

The prime method i.e. Composite Index is a simple self-weighting method. A 

number of indicators have been taken under consideration under two heads. The 

Indicators have been selected in such a way that a holistic picture of social status and 

economic status as well as Socio-Economic Status is clearly viewed. As the indicators 

is measured at different scale they have been brought under scale free measure by 

dividing the value of each indicators of a particular block by mean of that particular 

indicator for the entire district or the values of indicators have been given weight on the 

basis of the following formula: 

Weight of Indicators: 

        Wij=Vij/ i 



9 
 

    Where, Wij is the weight of the i indicator of j block 

     Vij is the value of the i indicator of j block. 

 i = Mean value of i indicator for whole district. 

After that composite index of different attributes has been derived using following 

formula. 

CI= ∑Wij/N 

Where, Wij =the weight of i indicator of j block. N=the total no of indicators 

for a particular attribute. (either social or economic and or socio-economic.). To find 

out the level of variation Kendall’s Ranking Coefficient index has been considered. The 

CI Value of each block has been ranked according to its weight. Hence, highest value 

is given Rank - 1 and second highest is Rank-2 and so on. 

Kendall’s Coefficient Index: 

  ∑ R/N 

Where, ∑ R = Sum of Ranks and N= Number of Indicators.  

Here it should be noted that the coefficient Index is inversely related to the status of 

development i.e. lower the index more the development and vice-versa. 

Z-Score:   

In order to find out the variation of distribution of variables among various C.D. 

blocks the researcher calculated the standard score more commonly called as Z-Score 

which is very useful because it allows us to calculate the probability of the score 

occurring within our normal distribution. The Z-Score tells us whether a particular score 

is equal to Mean, below the mean or above the mean. The Z-Score has been calculated 

based on following formula.  

 

Where, Zi = Z-Score, Xi = Value of the variable, x̅ = Mean of the variable  

and S = Standard deviation. 
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Composite Mean Z-Score:  

It is the average value of Z-Score calculated from various aspects. This method 

has been applied for measuring level of Social, Economic and Socio-economic 

development.  

Composite Mean Z-Score: Composite Z-Score/N 

N= Number of total observation 

Pearson Product Moment Correlation:  

It is a measure of linear correlation between two variables and it is denoted by 

‘r’. This shows range of values from +1 to -1.  

 

The above procedure has been applied for finding out the correlationship among 

population distribution and composite values of various indicators in the entire study 

area.  

The entire results have been presented by using some cartographic techniques i.e. 

Choropleth Map, Pie diagram, Bar diagram, Composite Bar diagram, Line graph etc. 

and all other maps have been prepared and designed using Arc GIS software, Q-GIS 

software and drafting and calculations have been done using Microsoft Office softwares 

like MS Word, MS Excel etc.  

1.8 Limitations  

 This research has been undertaken to study the status and level of Socio-Economic 

development among various C. D Blocks in Dakshin Dinajpur District. The researcher 

has taken data from various authentic secondary sources as well as primary sources for 

this study. The primary data has been collected from door to door household field 

survey as well as various government offices like District Magistrate office, C.D Block 

office, Gram Panchayat office, PWD office and various concerned offices and 

institutions. The nature and quality of primary data collected from field survey is 

beyond control of the researcher as these has been obtained directly from the 
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respondents. Sometimes it has been found that the respondents are very much reluctant 

to give the actual information due to unexplained reason.  

1.9 Literature Review 

 

1.9.1 Roy, Anirban, “Status of Human Development in the District of Puruliya” 

Geographical Review of India, 70 (1), 2008: 80-95. 

Human development index (HDI) is considered an indicator of social 

attainments in any area. However, the non-availability of data required on a variety of 

parameters of measuring HDI poses the most serious problem in the calculation of HDI 

in India. The chief objectives of this paper include: (i) to prepare an index which could 

help in understanding the spatial variations in the standard of living and relative 

prosperity and (ii) to identify developed, moderately developed and underdeveloped 

blocks within the Puruliya district. 

Data Base and Methodology:  The chief source of data for the study has been 

the District Statistical Handbook of Puruliya district. With the help of such data health 

index, educational attainment index and standard of living index have been calculated, 

tabulated and cartographically represented. For calculating health index, health Centre 

density (No. of health centres per 10 sq. km), availability of doctors (No. of doctors per 

1000 population), availability of beds (No. of beds per thousand population), polio-

immunization index (No. of children immunized per 100 children in 0-6 age group) etc. 

have been taken as parameters. For calculating educational attainment index, total 

literacy index and combined enrolment index have been taken into account; and for 

calculating standard of living index such parameters as index of net per capita value 

generated by main crops and infrastructural index have been taken into account. On the 

basis of HDI thus derived, the spatial variations in the levels of human development 

have been arrived at. The blocks in the district have been categorized into four types of 

areas, namely under developed, less developed, moderately developed and developed 

blocks. 

Findings: All those blocks which had HDI of less than 0.4 have been considered 

under developed blocks. There were five such blocks in the district. These were highly 

backward in all parameters of human welfare. Most of these blocks are located in the 

western part of the district which is hilly with high forest cover. The less developed 
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category claimed 10 blocks where the HDI ranged between 0.41 and 0.50. These blocks 

are located in the fluvial regime of several non-triennial streams and are relatively 

deprived of infrastructural facilities. There are just two blocks in the district with HDI 

ranging from 0.51 and 0.60 and have thus been classified as moderately developed 

blocks? In these two blocks either health care index is low, as is the case with Hura 

block or educational attainment index is low, as is the case with Brahmpur block. There 

are only three blocks in the district of Puruliya where the HDI is more than 0.61 and 

hence could be classified as developed blocks. All these blocks are located near the 

urban/industrial centres and hence reflect the impact of proximity to urban/industrial 

Centre. 

1.9.2 Shinde, Dhanashri S. “Regional Inequalities in the Socio-Economic Status of 

Women in Maharashtra”, Indian Journal of Regional Science, 40(1) 2008: 109-

117.Females constitute half of the total population. They are integral part of nature and 

society but still treated as second rated citizens. They are the deprived and ignored part 

of the society. In this backdrop the author has examined the regional inequalities in the 

socio economic status of women in Maharashtra by computing Status of Women Index 

(SWI).  

Data Base and Methodology: The data are collected from Census of India and 

various reports published by government of Maharashtra from time to time. For 

determining the status of women the author has used 9 variables pertaining to year 2001. 

These are absolute female population, sex ratio, female density, urban females, literacy, 

workers, and employment in central government, state government and local bodies. 

The composite Status of women index is computed. For this the level of deprivation 

with respect to each indicator for each district is calculated. After this an average 

deprivation is calculated for each district by taking a simple average of the deprivation 

indicators. The Status of Women for each district is then derived as 1- Average 

Deprivation Index. 

Findings: (i) The SWI value for the state as a whole is 0.19. Value above state 

average are found in districts of Konkan region, Mumbai, ICSSR Journal of Abstracts 

and Reviews Thane, Pune, Nasik, Ahmednagar, Solapur, Jalgaon, Kolhapur, Satara and 

Sangli. One district of Vidarbha i.e., Nagpur is also above state average. Amravati and 

Yavatmal are relatively more developed with value slightly lower than state average. 
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No District of Marathwada is above the state threshold; (ii) the gap between Mumbai, 

Mumbai suburban, Pune and Thane on the one side and other districts is very high.  

1.9.3 Debapriya, Aryashree and Manmath Kumar Mohanty. “Inter-District Disparity in 

the Levels of Development in Education and Health Care Facilities: A Case of Orissa”, 

Indian Journal of Regional Science, 40(1) 2008: 118-123. 

Developing human capital in terms of better living environment, education and 

health should be the ultimate objectives of well-being as mere growth of GNP does not 

lead to overall development. Sustainability of economic development largely comes 

from education and good health of human beings. In this context the authors have 

analyzed the inter district disparity in the levels of development in education and health 

care facilities in the state of Orissa so as to enable the planners to formulate region 

specific human development plans. 

Data Base and Methodology: The developmental index of education and health 

care is constructed of all the 30 districts using 16 indicators. The coefficient of each 

indicator for each district is computed. The value of each district is a sum total of 

weighted linear function of coefficients of all the 16 indicators. The equation is   Yd 

=WYd + WYd +.....+W Y d, where Yd is the weighted linear function in particular 

district, W1 to Wm are weights, Y1 to Ym are the coefficients of indicators. After this 

all the index values of the districts are arranged in descending order to ascertain the 

relative rank of each district in health and education. The districts are grouped into very 

backward (0 to 0.2550), backward (0.2550 to 0.3143), developing (0.3143 to 0.3750), 

developed (0.3750 to 0.4434) and highly developed (0.4434 to 1) categories by fitting 

a theoretical Beta distribution to the values of developmental indices. 

Findings: (i) The inter district disparity is very high in the state. The coastal 

districts of Cuttack, Khurda, Jagatsinghpur, Balasore and Kendrapara are highly 

developed. The adjoining districts namely Puri, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Keonjhar and 

Jharsaguda are developed districts; (ii) There are 9 highly backward and 6 backward 

districts. The distance from the highly developed regions explains their backwardness. 

1.9.4 Haldar, Sushil K. and Kajari Roy. “Multidimensional Poverty in India: A State 

Level Study from 1981 to 2001”, Indian Journal of Regional Science, 40(2) 2008: 7-

20. 
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Poverty is not just lack of income as it is multi-dimensional in nature. The causal 

factors of poverty may be demography and health, socio-economic and cultural. 

Therefore, there is a need for considering both monetary and non-monetary measures 

in measuring poverty. Keeping this in mind the author has computed the Multi-

Dimensional Poverty Index (MDPI) of India for three census years i.e., 1981, 1991 and 

2001.  

Data Base and Methodology: The data are collected from Census of India, 

Central Statistical organization, annual reports of Ministry of Education and Health. A 

total of 17 variables relating to demography and health (6), socio economic (9), and 

economic (2) are selected for the analysis. The variables having major impact are 

selected using factor analysis. The Kaiser Meyer Olkin measure is used to check the 

appropriateness of the analysis. The scores are derived for each state from the factor 

analysis. Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient among the poverty indices of three 

years is also computed. 

Findings: (i) Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa are the most 

deprived states in all the three census years; (ii) There is a little deviation in the relative 

ranking of the states as correlation coefficient comes out to be significant; (iii) Census 

year 2001 is relatively better as the number of rich states have increased from 7 (1981 

census) to 13. The number of moderately poor sates is also reduced. The number of 

poor sates increased from 8 in 1981 to 9 in 2001, but there is a decline from the census 

year1991. 

1.9.5 Bishnoi, Narendra K. and Ranjan Aneja. “Regional Variations of Socio-Economic 

Development in Haryana: A district Level Analysis”, Indian Journal of Regional 

Science, 40(2) 2008: 26-40. 

The state of Haryana has a very impressive growth, being above national growth 

rate. The state attracts sizeable investment from both country and outside. But it is 

found that this growth is concentrated in areas in the National Capital Region (NCR) 

and National Highway 1. A large section of the people and vast geographical area 

remained insulated from the economic and social change. In the light of this the authors 

have undertaken the study of regional variations in the socio economic development in 

the state at the district level to facilitate remedial measures to reduce disparity. 
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Data Base and Methodology: The study covers disparities in 3 sectors viz., 

agricultural, industrial and basic infrastructure. In all 28 variables, 10 related to 

agriculture, 7 related to industrial and 11 related to basic infrastructure are selected. The 

data are collected from Census of India and Statistical Hand Book and Economic 

Survey of Haryana. The study has analyzed the performance in 3 years, 1991-92, 1997-

98 and 2004-05. All the districts as existed in 1991 (16) and 2001 (19) are taken for the 

study. Development Index and Principal Component Analysis Index (PCI) are 

calculated to measure state performance in 3 sectors. For each sector districts are 

divided into three categories highly developed, moderate and underdeveloped by giving 

weightage of 33.33 percent to each distribution. The composite index of development 

is also computed and districts are divided into same three distribution categories by 

giving equal weightage. 

Findings: (i) The results of development index and PCA are almost the same. 

The inter district disparities are not growing in terms of agricultural performance. In 

1991-92, number of developed districts was 5 which increased to 6 in 1997-98 and 7 in 

2004-05. Between 1991-92 and 2004-05 the rank of districts remains more or less same; 

(ii) The industrial development shows increasing disparities in the state. Both the 

indices are showing 4 developed districts between 1991-92 and 2004-05 but there is a 

change of positions. The districts around Delhi have improved their industrial 

performance. Four moderately developed districts have slipped to underdeveloped 

category; (iii) In basic infrastructure the number of developed districts have declined 

after 1997-98; (iv) Overall development is showing growing disparity in the state 

particularly after 1997-98. Though the numbers are not showing much change, the 

changed position of districts in overall ranking is a matter of concern.  

1.9.6 Hangaragi, S. S. “The Dimensions of Inter-Taluka Disparities in the Levels of 

Development of Old Bijapur District of Karnataka State”, Indian Journal of Regional 

Science, 40(2) 2008: 41-53. 

The paper has assessed the inter taluka disparities in 11 talukas of former 

Bijapur district. Regional disparities give rise to multiple social, economic and cultural 

problems. This hampers national integrity and unity, and political stability and is 

against the principle of social justice. The emphasis is therefore, laid on minimizing 

regional imbalance. 
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Data Base and Methodology: The study is based on secondary data. Sixty-one 

indicators pertaining to four groups viz., agriculture (13), industry (10), infrastructure 

(24) and demography (14) pertaining to the year 2000-01 are selected for the purpose 

of analysis. Standard score of each variable of a particular group for each taluka is 

calculated. The standard scores are multiplied by weights and sum of all the variables 

in a given group gives the total score of each taluka relating to that group. Talukas are 

divided into three groups, highly developed, medium and low for each group. Taluka 

wise variations in different group of indicators are calculated using correlation 

coefficient. The composite index of development taking the sum of all the 61 variables 

is computed and talukas are divided into three development groups, high (1.22 to 0.45), 

medium (0.45 to -0.32) and low (-0.32 to -1.09). 

Findings: (i) In agricultural development 2 talukas are highly developed, 5 

mediums and 4 are low developed; (ii) In industrial development 3 talukas are highly 

developed, 5 mediums and 4 low developed; (iii) Level of infrastructural development 

is high in 2, medium in 3 and low in 6 talukas; (iv) Level of development in terms of 

demography is high in 5, medium in 2 and low in 4 talukas;(v) In composite index 3 

talukas are highly developed, 3 are medium developed and 5 are low developed. 

1.9.7 Reddy, B.Sambi and Jayasree, K., “Levels of Living in North-East India in 

Reforms Era”, Journal of Rural Development, 27(1) 2008:1-18. 

The paper tries to analyze the levels of living of the people in the North-Eastern 

States in terms of agricultural dependency, poverty in socio-occupational households, 

employment and unemployment scenario. It also looks into the shifts in employment 

from agriculture to non-agriculture activities. 

Database and Methodology: The database for this study is from secondary 

sources like published documents on agriculture, MSS household unit level consumer 

data available on CD ROMS and NSS reports on Employment and Unemployment. In 

the absence of reliable production and yield data on food grains in the smaller States of 

NER, compounded growth rates of production and yield of food grains and related 

aspects for Assam State were computed. Poverty as well as socio-occupational 

parameters were calculated. The multipliers as provided in the NSS Data set for the 

years 199394 and 1999-2000 were applied. 
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Findings: (i) The analysis concludes that there is no significant improvement in 

the levels of living of the rural people in this part of the country in the nineties. (ii) A 

marginal improvement in the rural economy in particular in agriculture output, was seen 

but was neutralized by increased population growth. (iii) The farming activity in this 

region was not attractive. The use of inputs like fertilizers, irrigation, electricity, credit 

etc. were found to be at very low level in NER compared to all India averages. (iv)The 

effect of reforms on poverty reduction in rural areas of NER was found   negligible or 

regressive in nature. (v) The unemployment rates among women were high and a 

decline in these rates was seen during the period 1993-94 and 1999-2000. 

1.9.8 Shukla, N.D., Sharma, G.C., Mohan, Brij and Shukla, K.C., “Developing a Rural 

Economy through Non-Farm Employment: A Case Study of Arid Zones of Rajasthan”, 

Journal of Rural Development,27(2) 2008: 295-310.The objective of the paper is to 

assess the contribution of non-farm sector in the annual household’s income of various 

categories of farmers. Income from crops, livestock and non-farm activities was 

computed for various groups of farmers. Under non- farms income from wages and 

services was taken into account. 

Database and Methodology:  Five districts of Rajasthan namely, Pali, Jalore, 

Barmer, Jodhpur and Jaisalmer, were selected for this study. Multistage stratified 

random sampling method was adopted for selection of farmer’s households from each 

district. Two blocks from each district and four villages from each bock were chosen at 

the second level of sampling. In all 400 households were chosen for the study. The 

simple average and percentage were used as analytical tools for the study. 

Findings: (i) Of the total annual income derived from various sources, non-farm 

alone shared 51% for small and marginal farmers together. The contribution of non-

farm in total income was 31.7% and 22.7% for medium and large groups of farmers. 

(ii) Non-Farm activities is important for developing rural economy of the farming 

community practicing rain fed agriculture in the arid zones of Rajasthan. (iii) Some 

policy implications have also been suggested, such as creation of infrastructure on 

priority. Drought tolerant and high yielding varieties of seeds should be distributed to 

farmers. 

1.9.9 Singh, Nabakumar , “Socio-Economic Development of the hills of Manipur”, 

Geographical Review of India 70(3) 2008: 253-259. 
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The main objective of this paper is to find out the socio-economic life of the 

people inhabited in the hill area of Manipur. It also aims to examine the socio and 

cultural life of the people correlated with the mountain environment. Study also tries to 

test the hypothesis that “the socio-economic life of the people in the hills is conditioned 

by environment”. 

Database and Methodology: This paper is based on the primary as well as 

secondary data. The major social groups of people have been identified as per records 

and reports available from different sources. The secondary data available from 

different sources have been evaluated and analyzed using statistical techniques. This 

paper brings out empirically and explains the social environment of the Manipur hilly 

area and their impacts on the economic development, associated problems and future 

prospects for sustainable development.  

Findings: (i) The social and economic life of the people in the hills of Manipur 

is very peculiar in comparison with other groups of people. (ii) In spite of the vast 

natural resources their economic transformation is very slow due to inaccessibility of 

the terrain, political instability and lack of social-cooperation. (iii) The social, Cultural 

and economic life of the tribes of Manipur Hills are still very poor which are highly 

influenced by the unfavourable environment. (iv) The diversity of the physical 

environment and economic development get significantly reflected in the heterogeneity 

of the social and cultural life of the tribes of Manipur hills. (v) The economic prosperity 

and development vary with altitude. Lower the altitude higher the economic 

transformation, with more infra-structural facilities as conditioned by topography and 

vice-versa. 

1.9.10 Yadav, R.N., “Socio-Economic Status of Sekhawati Region, Rajasthan”, 

Geographical Review of India, 70(4), 2008: 381-389.  

The present analyses the socio-economic status of village Buhana situated in 

Sekhawati Region of Rajasthan. The main objectives are (i) To study the changes in the 

morphology of the settlement due to growth of population and improvement in the 

economic status of the people. (ii) To analyze the new avenues of occupation changing 

the economic scenario of the study area. (iii) To assess the changes in the status of 

socio-economic life of the people due to different rural development programs. 
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Database and Methodology: The study is based on intensive field work of all 

the 1563 households of the villages. A questionnaire was used to get the required 

information. During the field work social data on age, sex, caste, literacy and housing 

conditions and economic data on occupational structure, income and expenditure of the 

families were collected. The data were, processed, tabulated and subsequently 

represented by suitable maps and diagrams.  

Findings: (i) The working population in the village is engaged in multiple 

occupations. (ii) Most of the families are dissatisfied with their parental occupations 

and wish for themselves and their children other professions available in urban areas. 

(iii) Problem of unemployment is very serious in the village. (iv) General health of  the 

people is not sound, Small farmers, landless, laborers and their families are 

malnourished.(v) Improved means of communication, availability of good potable 

underground water, availability of farm   implements, electrification, and construction 

of approach roads, main road and expansion of educational facilities are indicative of 

positive change in the village.(vi) With the implementation of  different rural 

development programmes by the state government  area witnesses a rapid change, 

especially in respect of its  morphology, internal structure and economic base. 

1.9.11 Siddiqui, Giyasuddin, “Human Development in West Bengal: An Appraisal”, 

Geographical Review of India, 70(4), 2008: 403-416. 

Human Development implies the attainment of the human community of an area 

to a satisfactory standard of living with quality life and environment. This paper is an 

attempt to appraise the extent of variations in the level of Human Development among 

the districts of West Bengal. It also tries to investigate into the reasons behind this low 

performance of some of the districts and the relations between social groups and pace 

of development. 

Database and Methodology: The sources of data and information for the present 

study incorporates mainly the Human Development reports on World, India and West 

Bengal published in different times by various Government and non-government 

agencies. Current data on development activities has been gathered   from various 

websites. Population data have been collected from the District Census Handbooks 

(2001). A number of Published books are also consulted. 
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Findings: (i) Tables and maps presented confirm the degree of human 

development and sharp inequality among the districts of West Bengal. (ii) The Gender 

Development Index (GDI) the values range from a high of 0.642 for Kolkata to a low 

of 0.416 for Malda. (iii) There are very substantial differences across districts. HDI 

ranges from a high of 0.78 for Kolkata to a low of 0.44 for Malda. (iv) HDI values 

demonstrate that 6 districts if the state, Kolkata and north 24 Pargana of the Ganga 

Delta region, Haora, Hugli and Bardhhaman of the Hugli plains and Darjiling of 

northern mountain region occupy the high category. (v) Darjiling has high value of HDI 

due to improved service sectors created through rapid urbanization, this is true for North 

24 Pargana and Haora as well. (vi) The achievement of high level of HDI by 

Bardhhaman district is related to agricultural prosperity along with urbanization 

1.10 Conclusion 

It is observed from various literature survey that the present Block-wise study on 

Socio-Economic status in Dakshin Dinajpur District has not been done earlier. The 

researcher in this chapter tried to mention the location of the study area, hypothesis of 

the study, objectives, data sources of the study and methodology and data collection 

procedure adopted for the study. Literature review portion related to the study has also 

been incorporated in this chapter.   
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Chapter - II 

Physical and Socio-Economic Background of   the Study Area 

2.1 Introduction     

India became independent on 15th August, 1947 and was divided and given birth 

to Pakistan as a new country. A major part of undivided Dinajpur District falls under 

this bifurcation and approximately two third of the undivided Dinajpur District included 

under erstwhile East Pakistan presently Bangladesh and one third came in India. The 

Indian part of divided Dinajpur District was named as West Dinajpur. But the District 

was so long stretched from Chopra to Hili and the administration had to face various 

difficulties for smooth functioning of the administrative activities. To overcome this 

difficulty, the then West Dinajpur District was further sub-divided into Uttar Dinajpur 

and Dakshin Dinajpur District with Head Quarters at Raiganj and Balurghat 

respectively on 1st April, 1992.  

2.2 Historical Background 

The existence of undivided Dinajpur District in history records some two 

thousand years back. The then Dinajpur District was very much rich in historical, 

archeological, mythological, religious, and cultural heritages. The District experienced 

various dynasties like Maurya, the Gupta, the Pal and Sen etc. Several Muslim rulers 

also attacked the District various times and District also observed the glory of Jainism 

and Buddhism. The District was under Pundra Kingdom in ancient times. It was said 

that the origin of the state of Pundra was from Aitareya Brahmana and the community 

of this kingdom was known as Pundras. It was also belief that the Pundras are from the 

first chapter of Mahabharata and Haribangsha. The archeological ruins of 

Pundrabardhan could be seen in the Bagura District now in Bangladesh. Gourpur and 

Kotibarsha were also to important towns of this dynasty. Now, Bangarh is situated 

beside Punarbhaba river in Gangarampur which once named as Kotibarsha. In Hindu 

mythology we can find the description of Kotibarsha which was under the kingdom of 

Birat which he got after the assassination of king Bana by Lord Krishna. The present 

place Bairhatta in Harirampur C.D Block was the capital of the king Birat.  
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In this district Jainism was spread with the establishment of Maurya empire in 

fourth century B.C and Bhadrabahu was the Guru of Chandragupta Maurya, the founder 

of Maurya empire. Bhadrabahu was born in Kotikpur that is now in Gangarampur. The 

archeological evidences of Bangarh also established the fact. The Gupta dynasty was 

continued in the district of Dakshin Dinajpur till the middle of sixth century. The 

various inscriptions found in the district proved that the impact of Guptas over 

Pundrabardhana. This inscription and the presence of gold and silver coins witnessed 

the prosperity of Gupta dynasty. From the historical evidence it is found that after Gupta 

dynasty, Gopal, the founder of Pal dynasty, ruled the district approximately twenty 

years (750 to 770 A.D). It is said that during Gopal’s reign numerous ponds, water 

bodies were formed in various places of the district and these are still in places as 

evidence of those great Pal rulers. Mahi Pal II Dug a huge tank in Kushmandi C.D 

Block which is still famous as Mahi Pal Dighi in the local people.   

The Dakshin Dinajpur district is bounded on three sides by the Indo-Bangladesh 

international border (approx. 252 km). Six of the district's eight Blocks have borders 

with Bangladesh. Before Independence of India the district was a part of Dinajpur 

district, biggest district in undivided Bengal. The partition has taken its toll and the 

major portion of the district is now in Bangladesh. After partition and Independence, 

the western part of the undivided district came in India and named as West Dinajpur. 

The district had borders with Bangladesh in the north and eastern side. Malda district 

was in the south and Bihar bordered the district's western fringe. Areas from Bihar were 

added to the district in 1956. Again the West Dinajpur district was bifurcated into two 

districts, the northern part was renamed as Uttar Dinajpur with its headquarter at 

Raiganj and southern part as Dakshin Dinajpur with its headquarter at Balurghat on 

01.04.1992. 

The district has a long experience of administrative management. The 

administrative structure was nurtured and strengthened under successive dynasties. The 

Pals and the Sens, the great ruling dynasties of Bengal, ruled this region. During the 

Mughal period, Dinajpur was one of their Pargana and since then zamindary system of 

administration was flourished. The British Rulers first introduced modern and 

structured administrative system in the district. As stated earlier the Dinajpur was the 

biggest administrative district of undivided Bengal and Balurghat, the present 

headquarter of Dakshin Dinajpur, was a sub-divisional headquarter during pre-
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Independence days. Thus, the district is a part of long administrative traditions. The 

people of the district are in general identified as peaceful with this administrative 

tradition. This is one of the main reasons that the residents of the district are law-abiding 

and in spite of being a bordering district, it is generally free from any major border 

related law and order problem. 

The district is located in a far corner of the state- approximately 440 km from 

the state capital Kolkata. The other large consumption center, Siliguri is situated at 

about 305 km from the district headquarter Balurghat. Road connectivity is the only 

form of access till this day but railway service is limited. The State Highway length of 

about 110 km. emerging from Gazole in Malda district on National Highway, to Hili is 

the only link. Hili, a bordering block headquarter town, was a flourishing town before 

partition. The major part of the town is now in Bangladesh. Hili was an important 

railway junction in pre-Independence India. The journey to Kolkata from Hili (25 km 

from Balurghat, the district head quarter of Dakshin Dinajpur) was only 8 (eight) hours 

prior to 1947. The railway station along with the railway line now falls within 

Bangladesh. The partition has economically paralyzed the district. New railway link 

from Eklakhi (on Malda-New Jalpaiguri railway route) to Balurghat has been laid in 

the district after 57 years of Independence and started service on and from 30/12/2004. 

The commercial operations of trains have improved connectivity with the capital city 

i.e. Kolkata and the other large city i.e. Siliguri. The further extension of the railway 

link to Hili will lead to further economic growth of the district. Hili is already the second 

largest land custom station / land port in the state. Railway connectivity to Hili will help 

in increase in exports volumes through this land port. Dakshin Dinajpur district is 

considered to be a backward district in the State of West Bengal. No National Highway 

passes through the district excepting a stretch of approximately 3 Kilometers’ in 

Harirampur Block. There is also an airstrip in Balurghat and air services between 

Balurghat and Kolkata was in commission till the early nineteen eighties. Since then, 

the air strip has not been used. 

2.3 Physical Background 

2.3.1 Physiography 

The District is a featureless plain consisting entirely of alluvium. The area forms 

part of the great barind or Pleistocene (older) alluvium, which is the largest of the 
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alluvial units of the Bengal basin. At the surface, this older alluvium is covered by the 

floodplains of the Tangan, Punarbhava, Atrayee and Yamuna rivers which are flowing 

in a southerly direction.  

 

Map 2.1 Relief and Slope Map of Dakshin Dinajpur District 

 

2.3.2 Drainage System 

The main rivers draining the district are Atrayee, Punarbhava, Tangan and 

Yamuna. All these rivers flow from North to South following the general slope of the 

land. These rivers have originated from Bangladesh. Besides, there are three small 

rivers i.e. Ichhamati, Bramhani and Tulai flow through this district. There are number 

of streams and canals originating from big, small rivers and merging with others. All 

these rivers and streams are perennial in nature and generally do not dry up even during 

the dry seasons. Heavy rains cause the rivers to flood their banks every year and deposit 

alluvium soil which proves beneficial for cultivation. 
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Map 2.2 Major Rivers of Dakshin Dinajpur District 

 

2.3.3 Climate 

Dakshin Dinajpur experiences an almost extreme sort of climate-very hot 

summer, heavy rains and cold winters. The district reels under the effect of the hot, 

strong western wind which sends temperature soaring to around 37°C to 39°C during 

the summer months of March to June. Monsoons though unpredictable, set in by the 

second week of June and the onslaught of the heavy rains continues till September 

causing heavy floods and devastation almost every year. Dakshin Dinajpur experienced 

an average annual rainfall of 1497 mm in the year 2011. Winter season commences in 

the months of October-November and February being the coldest month recorded in 

2008 (10°C). However, the dominant season of the district remains the hot wet 

monsoon season with a high degree of humidity. 
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Table 2.1 Mean Monthly Temperature-Rainfall data of Dakshin Dinajpur 

District, 2011 

Month Temperature ( ºC) Rainfall 

(mm) Mean 

Max Min 

January 23 12 - 

February 25 13 45 

March 31 20 1 

April 36 26 5 

May 36 27 138 

June 34 26 388 

July 34 26 238 

August 34 26 239 

September 32 26 256 

October 33 25 18 

November 28 19 - 

December 27 13 - 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book, 2011 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Mean Monthly Rainfall and Temperature, Dakshin Dinajpur District, 

2011 
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2.3.4 Soil 

The soil texture of the district can be broadly divided into two main groups- i) 

alluvium and ii) laterite. The soil type is of 4 kinds - i) Sandy, ii) Sandy loam, iii) Clay 

and iii) Clay loam. The Blocks of Balurghat, Hili, Kumarganj, Gangarampur, 

Banshihari, Kushmandi and Harirampur predominantly have alluvium soil. The rich 

alluvium soil has enabled double cropping and even multiple cropping in the district. 

As the rivers overflow their banks every year, the soil is further enriched, which allows 

the farmers to reap a bumper harvest. The district is nearly flat with a gentle slope from 

North to South. 

2.3.5 Natural Vegetation 

Forest Resource of Dakshin Dinajpur district are inconspicuous. Geographically 

1097 hectares of land is covered by various types of forests. Among those areas covered 

by reserved forest, protected forest, unclassed state forest and forest owned by corporate 

bodies are 549.34 hectares, 157.31 hectares, 145.11 hectares and 245.25 hectares 

respectively. Apart from these the trees usually found in the district are the Mango, 

Jam, Banana, Simul, and Palas. The most abundant vegetation is Bamboo. Almost the 

whole of the district having been brought under cultivation it is not possible to specify 

particular areas containing some definite type of vegetation. The trees found in the 

natural forests are usually Sal of a typical variety, Eucalyptus, Hijal, Sisu, Simul, Teak 

etc. Due to widespread pressure of human habitation there is hardly any wild animal 

worth mentioning in the district. However, Jackals and wildcats are still found. 

2.4  Socio-Economic Background 

2.4.1 Demography 

The 2011 Population Census records the district population of Dakshin Dinajpur 

as 16,76,276 of which male population was 8,57,199 (51.14%) and female population 

was 8,19,077 (48.86%). The rural population is 14,39,981 (85.90%) and the urban 

population is only 2,36,295 (14.10%). This huge population of 16.76 lakh resides over 

an area of about 2219 sq.km giving a density of population of 755 persons per sq.km. 

The sex ratio of the district is 956 females per thousand males, out of which 952 is rural 

sex ratio and 979 is the urban sex ratio. The decadal growth of population was 11.92 % 

(2001-2011), whereas the state average is 13.84%. The male population growth is 
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11.67% in the District, whereas female population growth is 12.18% of the District and 

the female population growth i.e. 12.18% is below the states average female population 

growth by 2.69%. 

The state average density of population is 1028 persons per Sq. km. which is 

also higher than 123 persons of the District average i.e. 755 persons per sq. km. If we 

consider another cross-section of the population in terms of rural urban subdivision, 

85.90% of the total population in the district lives in the rural area and only 14.10% 

lives in the urban belt. Thus, the district has a predominantly rural population and hence, 

a distinctive rural character. The modern concept of urbanization and consumerism in 

the district are still relatively new. 

2.4.2 Literacy 

It is well established fact that a literate population serves as the driving force of 

economy and development. The literacy figure of Dakshin Dinajpur is not very 

impressive at 72.82% (as per 2011 census) in comparison with state average 76.26%. 

Out of which the male literacy rate in the District is 78.37% which is also lower than 

state average i.e. 81.69%. In case of female literacy, the rate is also not satisfactory i.e. 

67.01%, which is also lower than state average female literacy rate i.e. 70.54%. 

2.4.3 Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Population 

The District of Dakshin Dinajpur is recorded higher number of Scheduled Caste 

population i.e. 482754 persons as per 2011 Census i.e. 28.80% of the total population 

of the District, which is higher than states average SC population i.e. 23.51%. In case 

ST Population this District has also higher percentage of ST population i.e. 16.43% of 

total population which is also remarkably higher than states average 5.80% of the total 

population of the state. 

2.4.4 Occupational Pattern of Population 

Occupational pattern of the population largely depends on the rural urban 

character of the district, availability of resources, literacy rate and skill of the population 

and other Socio-Economic factors. The major economic activities in turn depend on the 

occupational pattern of population. Since, the district is primarily a rural one, the 

occupational structure is heavily balanced on the agricultural side, nearly 70% of the 

population being dependent on agriculture as their major means of livelihood. Heavy 
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dependence on agriculture has mainly resulted from lack of proper development of 

alternative and suitable dimensions of employment, expanding population, low literacy 

level and very low levels of industrial growth. 

     As per Census of India 2011 record, Dakshin Dinajpur has a total of 7,02,987 

total workers i.e. 41.94% of the total population out of which male worker is 58.28% 

and female workers are 24.84%. Out of this total worker 526470 i.e. 31.41% population 

are main worker. In the District 176517 i.e. 10.53% of total worker are marginal worker 

which is higher than state average i.e. 9.94%. In case of non-worker, the District has a 

very high rate of population i.e. 58.06% or 973289 persons as per 2011 Census report. 

  Out of total worker 27.49% are cultivators which is much higher than state 

average is 14.72%. In case of agricultural labourers the District has a high record 

percent i.e. 39.82% whereas the state average is 29.32%. In case of workers in 

household industry the District has an average low status i.e. 4.59% which is lower than 

state average 7.09%. Regarding other workers, the District has also a low growth rate 

i.e. 28.09%, whereas the state figure is 48.87%. Thus, the district has an alarming high 

percentage of non-workers who cannot make any significant contribution to the process 

of growth. 

2.4.5 Agriculture 

Agriculture can be said to be one of the most vital sectors of growth in the 

district of Dakshin Dinajpur. Growth in this sector will have a definite and positive 

impact on the growth of the other sectors dependent on this sector. Besides, agriculture 

is the pre-dominant sector providing employment to the vast rural masses. With no 

major industrial activities pursued in the district, this sector absorbs those who cannot 

find suitable employment elsewhere. Thus, underemployment is another basic feature 

of agriculture in Dakshin Dinajpur. 

The predominance of agriculture in the field of agriculture become clear if we 

consider the statistics i.e. Out of total workers’ cultivators constitute 27.49%, out of 

which male cultivators are 33.62% and female cultivators are 12.44%. Agricultural 

labourers constitute 39.82% as per Census of India 2011 report and interestingly the 

male agricultural labourers are 34.35% than states average 27.90% and female 

labourers has broken the highest record scoring 53.26% than states average of our states 
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west Bengal 34.03%. Thus majority of workers are engaged in agriculture and its 

related activities. 

2.4.6 Industry 

Industry plays a crucial role in nourishing the seeds of development. The 

predominantly agricultural district of Dakshin Dinajpur has no major industrial 

projects. Lack of proper infrastructure, locational disadvantage and dearth of proper 

transport and communication facilities have pushed the district to an industrially 

backward corner. There are no large and medium scale industries in the district but few 

small scale units exist. As per the record of 2011 the district has 1220 registered small 

industrial establishments where 15011 persons are employed. 

2.4.7 Power 

The Power requirement of Dakshin Dinajpur district is met by The West Bengal 

State Electricity Distribution Company Ltd. (WBSEDCL). The mode of distribution is 

through overhead wires. The supply of electricity for the district comes from a) The 

North Bengal Unit via Raiganj and b) The unit at Malda via Gazole. Total consumption 

of electricity in Dakshin Dinajpur for the period 2001-2011 was 58682950 K.W.H. 

2.4.8 Transport and Communication  

The most common means of transport in the district is road transport. Road 

transport in the district consists of a network of roads and highways traversing the 

length and breadth of the district which are maintained by the PWD and the local bodies. 

Earlier in the year 2001 there was only 3 km length of National Highway No 34 passing 

through this district and four State Highways covering the total distance of 125 km. 

Now, the Gazole-Hili Sate highway has been upgraded to National Highway No. 512 

with a total length of 77 K.M. and this road is working as the connecting lifeline of the 

District with the outer world. The NH 512 has been upgraded by the fund given by the 

Asian Development Bank under the Backward Area Development Project. Since 

independence, there was no railway transport in the district. Few years back railway 

lines have been laid down between Eklakhi and Balurghat (the district headquarter) and 

the district first experience the railway journey on 30.12.2004.  
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           Map 2.3 Major Roads and Railways of Dakshin Dinajpur District 

2.4.9 Conclusion 

Dakshin Dinajpur District is basically a rural district with very low rate of 

urbanization and is based on agrarian nature of economy. The people are very much 

peace loving with no significant social and any other disturbance prevailing throughout 

the District. The social structure as well as economic conditions basically based on 

Agricultural activities and the minimum percentage of Small Scale Industries are 

present in the District. People in general are very much dependent on the various 

services provided by the Government departments and Government Sector. No 

significant large scale private initiatives have been taken place till date. The social and 

economic conditions of various C.D. Blocks as well as the District is of immense 

importance to the policy makers, Planners, academicians and Government Departments 

for the future planning process of the District. This study may help to some extent in 

this regard. 
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Chapter - III 

Identification of Indicators for Measuring Socio-Economic Status 

3.1 Concept of Indicator  

The term Indicator may be defined in different ways and its selection is basically 

dependent upon the major objective of the study. In very simple way the Indicator refers 

to the basic parameters which collectively reflects the overall status of area concerned. 

The term indicator has been often used in statistical literature, yet it has not been defined 

in a precise manner. Even standard dictionaries defined it as something that indicates, 

shows or points out. The term has wider connotation than its literal meaning. Generally, 

indicators are not simply statistics and statistics are not indicators unless some theory 

or assumption makes them significant. Raymon A. Bauer, who was one of the main 

proponents of the social indicator movement, defines indicators as statistics, statistical 

series and other forms of evidences that enable us to assess where we stand and are 

going with respect to our values and goals, and to evaluate specific programmes and 

determine their impact. Martin Kartzman views social indicator as a measurement of 

social phenomenon whose movement indicates whether a particular problem is getting 

better or worse relative to some goals. The fulfillment of any Socio-Economic research 

or study is related with the selection of appropriate indicators which could help to 

generalize the overall picture or status of the subject or study.  

According to Doris Holleb, social indicators are social measurements involving 

as assessment of social change in terms of explicit goals. Usually indicators are 

expressed in terms of ratios, proportions, averages, percentages, rates and other 

synthetic functions. The transformation of raw data into synthetic function is to 

eliminate the influence of population on any characteristics. It is therefore an 

appropriate transformation of variables (which eliminates the effect on non-essential 

factors) within a theoretical format that an indicator can be formulated. 

Indicator is considered synonymous with variable and index number but a careful 

observation may distinguish them. The term indicator has different connotations than 

variables. Jagger supporting this view argues, “Perhaps some variables should be 

treated as indicators while other should not, for if all variables were called indicators, 

either would have been no need of an additional term. Some of the distinctions between 
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an indicator and a variable may be noted here. Indicators are generally expressed in 

terms of relative numbers while variables are in absolute numbers. Indicators make a 

general comment while variables make specific comment. An indicator is a composite 

of at least two variables while a variable is single entity. So there are the differences 

between variables and indicators. 

An indicator, therefore can be defined as quantity which shows by its variations 

of changes over time or space of a magnitude which is not susceptible of direct 

observation itself or direct observation in practice, while the index number generally 

conforms to a set form (or certain alternative forms). The indicator has apparently no 

such formulation, although it too often measures indirectly magnitudes which are not 

susceptible of direct measurement or observation and usually reflects more than what 

represents. 

A careful review of the above mentioned definitions leads one to generic 

definition that social indicators are statistical measures which give information 

regarding social conditions and changes thereby over time for various segments of 

society. By social condition, we mean both external (social and physical) and the 

internal (subjective and perceptional) context of human existence. The social condition 

is also reflecting the magnitude of social adjustment of human civilization. The Social 

Indicators are informational basis for decision makers, planners and researchers 

because most of the policies and programmes are formulated and implemented in the 

light of information gained from such indicators. They help in achieving goals of 

planning not only that they also help to formulate some strategies but for 

implementation of such planning too. Some of these goals may be identification of 

backward regions and regional development and improvement of the standard of living. 

The regional development and the social well-being is the comprehensive area for 

consideration for balanced growth and development and if one considers the sector wise 

developmental status of society then one can realize the essence of selecting indicators. 

Nowadays, like developed, a majority of developing nations also giving high 

priority to reduce social and economic inequalities and to suggest measure to improve 

the level of living of people below the poverty line in both forward and backward 

regions. The role of Socio-economic indicators in the present context seems to be most 

crucial because they help in seeing two basic purposes: first, they assist in crystallizing 
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the goals of development planning in terms of specific objectives or targets, and 

secondly they help in measuring the progress made towards the goal in relation to the 

target fixed. Besides, they also serve a variety of other purposes like analysis of current 

situation of development, formulation of development policies, which can possibly be 

served by making use of these indicators, comprising analysis of main facets of well-

being of the population, portrayal the state and trends in Socio-economic conditions, 

which are likely to become the subject of public concern, crystallization of the goals of 

development planning in terms of specific objectives, assessment of distribution of 

well-being and their role as critical variables in building development models. Thus one 

finds that Socio-economic indicators can play a pivotal role in development planning 

in two ways. First, they can help in analyzing the pre-plan Socio-economic conditions 

and, secondly, they can assist in monitoring progress towards, development goals and 

providing information which facilitate formulations of policy and programmes and 

selection of priority areas. In this way they become an integral part of the planning 

process. 

3.2 History of Social Indicator Movement 

The movement to evolve social indicators on scientific lines has its origin back 

in 1929, when a group of social scientists were invited by Herbert Hoover, the then 

President of United States, to discuss the proposal of national survey for analyzing 

social trends. However, the actual work was initiated in 1962 when the Academy of 

Arts and Sciences undertook a project for National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. The main objective of this project was to assess the impact of space 

programme on American society. The findings of the project were published in a book 

entitled ‘Social Indicators’ edited by Raymond A. Bauer who was one of the main 

exponents of the indicator movement in its early stage of development. The government 

of the United States strengthened the movement by official declaration to establish a 

system of social accounts, which deals with cost benefit analysis of some more areas 

than what were already covered by the National Income Accounts. 

 The next development which occurred in the indicator movement was Ogburn 

tradition of measuring social trends. It was started in 1966 by Wilburt E. and Elenor 

Berner Sheldon. They contributed a paper entitled of Monitoring Social Change: a 

conceptual and Pragmatic Statement. In this paper they attempted to define the concept 



39 
 

of social change as structural transformation. They also pointed out certain areas to 

examine social change. On the basis of the framework proposed by them a book was 

edited by Sheldon and Moore in 1968. The title of the book was Indicators of Social 

Change. It was considered to be the most comprehensive work on social indicators of 

recent social trends in the major dimensions of American society. 

 The United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare released a 

seminal document entitled ‘Towards A Social Report’ which is considered as the most 

important event in the history of social indicator movement. It developed interest 

among professionals as well as ordinary people toward the indicator movement. The 

document explores a variety of measures that can help to monitor the changing social 

conditions in several areas (health and illness, social mobility, physical environment, 

income and property, public order and safety, learning science and arts and participation 

and alienation). It also discusses the availability and utility of indicators, sets out criteria 

for the choice of indicators and argues that these are necessary requisites for the 

development of a comprehensive social report that would give a detailed image of social 

life. 

 However, work on social indicators continued at the federal government level. 

A major achievement of the federal government in this direction is the publication of 

social indicators in 1974. It contains statistics reflecting social conditions and trends in 

United States. It focuses attention on eight major social aspects such as health, public 

safety, housing, education, employment, income, leisure, recreation and population. 

 Pioneering work on social indicators in France is credited to Jacques Delors. 

His work entitled ‘Les Indicateurs Sociaux’ was published in 1968. It gives information 

on various aspects of French society and stimulates researchers and government 

agencies to construct social indicators. Similarly, in Germany, Norway, Sweden and 

Canada a number of statistical volumes have been produced. Thus the ‘Social indicator’ 

movement which began in the United States in the mid- 1960’s has since spread across 

both Atlantic and Pacific. 

 There is now a strong interest in developing social indicators at the national 

level in many other countries. It was United Kingdom which began work on indicators 

after USA. The pioneering work on social indicators is Great Britain is ‘Social Trend’ 

whose first volume was published in 1970. 
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 In Japan the Sanwa Bank has attempted to compare national well-being with 

that of other advanced industrial nations by means of a “happiness index.” 

3.3 Position of Indicators in India 

Major sources of information on various Socio-economic aspects of society in 

India are the Census Organization, the Central Statistical Organization, the National 

Sample Survey, the Planning Commission and the Indian Council of Social Science 

Research. Besides these, departments and ministries like Health, Education, Rural 

Development, Agriculture and Industry compile data in their related field. 

The Census Organization of India is the most important government agency 

which produces data covering a wide range of Socio-economic conditions. The census 

operation in India is undertaken once in 10 years. The data available from census 

includes demographic attributes such as population distribution, growth, density, age 

and sex composition and migration. It also provides data on literacy, educational 

attainment, workers in different activities and houseless population. Apart from 

decennial census, some specific studies are also conducted to compile information on 

infant mortality ratio, birthrate, death rate, and fertility by sample registration survey. 

Initially the National Sample Survey was constituted for collecting information 

on national income estimates but now it has diversified its activities. It is actively 

engaged in compilation of data related to health, housing, education, employment, and 

unemployment, land-holding, etc. 

The data collected by this Organization on population characteristic are in the 

cycle of 10 years whereas that of employment and unemployment have a gap of five 

years. The Central Statistical Organization which forms an integral part of the Ministry 

of Planning and is closely associated with the activities of Planning Commission. It is 

responsible for coordination of statistical activities in the country, maintenance of 

statistical standard, conducting economic surveys, plan works related to development 

of statistics and dissemination of plan work. The Indian Council of Social Science 

Research is also one of the main research institutes in the country which plays a vital 

role in the development of Socio-economic indicators. 
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3.4 Characteristics of Indicators 

A good indicator should have the following characteristics: 

 It should be closely related to the situation oriented. 

 It should be brief. 

 It should be unique and clear. 

 It should be designed to measure the effects of policies, plans, programmes and 

major goals of economic and social development. 

 It should be indicative of current trends and be useable for current analysis. 

 

closely related to the situation        objective-oriented  unique and clearly understandable. 

  

designed to measure the effects       indicative of current trends 

 

sensitive                                       Characteristics of Indicators       feasibility 

 

 

relatable to public policy and goals stable       useable for current analysis 

Figure 3.1 Characteristics of Indicators 

 It should be sensitive so that small changes in areal unit could be reflected in the 

value of the indicator. 

 It should be easily disaggregated by geographical areas. 

 As to feasibility, the value of the indicator should easily be workable and 

information should not pose any problem. 

 It should be relatable to public policy and goals, such as equal opportunity, public 

order and safety. 

 It should be stable so that comparable value can be obtained over-time and space. 

In other words, the data element used in its definition should not change their 

meaning over time, space and agency. 
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3.5 Selection of Indicators 

Selection of indicators constitutes the frame of methodology because with the 

help of it pertinent questions are asked. However, their selection is a very complex task 

which requires a lot of cares. 

The first and foremost consideration regarding selection of indicators is that 

only those indicators should be chosen which are relevant to nature of problem and are 

easily available at different points of time. The use of irrelevant indicators fails to 

project a real image of the situation. For example, if one intends to measure levels of 

disparities and make use of indicators of diversity, his research findings will reflect the 

level of diversity rather than disparity. The selection of indicators without taking care 

of their appropriateness, availability and frequency generally creates a lot of problems. 

There is no rigid rule as regards the number of indicators used. However, social 

scientists and planners prefer a short list of indicators which may present a summary 

view of the Socio-economic situation. Selection of too many indicators without 

combining them in groups or in aggregate cannot reveal the actual Socio-economic 

conditions. On the other hand, the use of few indicators gloss over the important trends 

which are to be noted. Therefore, as a compromise, there should be a key indicator from 

each sector reflecting the progress towards major goals and one or two more 

supplementary indicators to show the trends. 

An integrated system of indicators should include all types of Socio-economic 

indicators pertaining to different sector of economy. However, in case, the choice is of 

the phenomenon measured to the setting or background in which it takes place. The 

limitation of basic measures is that it cannot indicate anything more than absolute 

number unless related with the area and population. Its use may be meaningfully taken 

as time series or series of comparable or related figures and relationship to be derived 

by readers. 

3.6 Demographic Indicators 

Demographic Indicators play a very crucial role for the development of any 

place. Demographic Indicators could include population size, population Growth, 

Growth rate, Crude birth Rate, Crude death Rate etc. and it has a strong relationship 

with natural environment and Socio-economic change. Demographic parameters can 
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play a crucial role in understanding past trend in preparing for future developments and 

policies. This is why study of Demographic indicators is of immense importance to a 

social scientist specially geographers. In the present study I have selected several 

Demographic Indicators to find out its impact on Social as well as Economic 

development among various C.D. blocks of Dakshin Dinajpur District. The details of 

which are mentioned in the last of this chapter. 

3.7 Health Indicators 

Health and nutrition are essential aspects of the level of living, and their 

significance as an indicator of social and economic inequality hardly needs any 

elaboration. Health is fundamental to personal happiness and the ability to enjoy and 

appreciate all other aspects of life, and has a strong influence on productivity and 

earning capacity. A healthy person is not only happy but also enjoys life more. 

The term health has been defined in different ways by various scholars and 

organizations. According to the World Health Organization (WHO) health is a state of 

complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease 

and infirmity. Tale of Persons emphasized that, the indicator should be development 

oriented and directly concerned with major goals of Socio-economic development. 

Sometimes such goals might involve structural changes, in such circumstances, the 

indicators reflecting structural changes should be preferred. In case, goals involve 

changes in certain flows, flow indicators should be used. The progress made in social 

services should be measured in terms of benefits derived by the population. However, 

in the absence of the data of benefits derived, the progress might be measured in terms 

of output indicators. Even if the data of output indicators are not available, input 

indicators would be better alternatives. 

Indicators may be used both in terms of basic measures and derived figures. The 

use of derived figures such as percentages ratios, proportions, etc., reflects relationships 

defines health as it optimum capacity of an individual for effective performance of the 

role and task for which he has been socialized. Thus, health is a state of soundness of 

mind and body of an individual in which he is free from any sort of disorder, pain or 

sickness, and all organs of body function well and are conducive to an efficient and 

prolonged life.  
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Health is influenced by a number of factors such as nutrition, health care 

facilities, sanitation, drinking water, housing and environment. However, only nutrition 

and health care facilities have been taken into consideration here, other factors have 

been considered separately. The selected indicator of health care includes hospitals and 

dispensaries, hospital beds, and doctors per millions of populations. The high value of 

these indicators are a sign of good health and vice versa. Availability of hospitals does 

not mean that he has adequate number of doctors and beds serving the need of 

population.  

3.8 Educational Indicators 

Education is a crucial factor of economic, social and cultural development. It 

provides economic opportunities and helps to overcome social barriers. It also enhances 

earning potential and productivity of people through acquisition of skill and 

information for various opportunities and jobs. Thus education determines the quality 

of people and the development of a region. 

The significance of education in the present study is top most because it acts as 

a leveler of social and economic inequalities. It is education that contribute significantly 

in improving the condition of people from a state of deprivation of prosperity. 

“Education not only yields a huge set of benefits to individual concerned as well as to 

the society in the form a larger set of externalities but it also regarded as a great 

equalizer in improving income distribution and reducing poverty and inequalities.” 

3.9 Occupational Status 

The occupational structure of a society is one of the good indicators of social 

and economic inequality because to a large extent, it determines the level of living 

standard. The study intended to understand the pattern of inequality should, therefore, 

gives due attention to this feature. In addition to providing an insight into the nature of 

economy it also throws light on the Socio-economic, cultural and political condition of 

society. 

For instance, the proportion of workers engaged in secondary and tertiary 

sectors is an indicator of development, whereas that in the agricultural sector is 

indicative of comparative under development. This is due to the fact that value added 

by manufacturing and services sectors are higher than that in the agricultural sector is 
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indicative of comparative underdevelopment. This is due to the fact that value added 

by manufacturing and services sectors are higher than that in the agricultural sector. 

That is why the percentage of workers depending on manufacturing and tertiary sectors 

are very high in developed countries but it is very low in developing countries. Clark 

observes that a rise in per capita income is accomplished by a decline in the proportion 

of workers in agriculture and an increase in manufacturing and service activities. Thus 

changes in the composition of workforce reflects change in the economy of a region. 

For instance, a movement of workers from the agricultural sector to secondary and 

tertiary sectors implies greater economic development and a higher level of well-being. 

Despite its limitation in comprehending all forces determining the comparative 

contribution of economic activities to the regional development, workforce provides 

the only uniform basis for measuring and comparing the distribution, volume and types 

of economic activities which are indicators of economic development. In this way 

workforce is a better measure of the relative levels of development than income per 

capita, value added or value of products. Comparison overtime based on these 

indicators would be distorted if changes in price level took place. 

3.10 Economic Infrastructure  

 The Economic Infrastructure may be considered as one of the basic parameters 

of the overall development of any region. The social well-being of any region is 

primarily dependent upon the level of income as it influences the purchasing power and 

affordable capacity of people. It is evident from different study and research work that 

most of the social parameters like education, health, nutrition, higher education is 

associated with the level of family income which may be ensured by the infrastructural 

development in Economic aspect.  Economic Infrastructure may be defined as the 

development of basic amenities for providing a good income source. In most of rural 

areas the agricultural facilities are most important income source and the power supply, 

irrigation facilities, fertilizers, cultivable land are some important infrastructure.   

The significance for selecting this indicator for the present study is that the 

overall developmental status of study area is collectively dependent upon the economic 

aspect and it could find out. The Social aspect is more or less dependent on this as the 

quality social life needs the assurance of eradication of economic barriers which 

perhaps the main problem in rural area.  
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3.11 Selected Indicators 

Different social and economic indicators which have been selected for the present 

study are as follows- 

Social Indicators 

X1= Total Area  

X2=Total Population 

X3= % of Block Population to the Rural District Population. 

X4 = Population Density 

X5 = Total Male Population 

X6 = % of Male Population to the Total Population. 

X7 = Total Female Population. 

X8 = % of Female Population to the Total Population. 

X9 = Sex Ratio.  

X10 = Total SC Population.  

X11 = % of SC population. 

X12 = Total ST Population. 

X13 = % of ST Population. 

X14 = Total Literacy. 

X15 = Male Literacy. 

X16= Female Literacy. 

Economic and Infrastructural Indicators 

X17=% of Total workers 

X18=% of Cultivators 
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X19=% of Agricultural Laborers. 

X20=% of Household Industry Workers        

X21=% of Main Workers  

X22=% of Marginal Workers  

X23=% of Non-Workers 

X24=No. of Rural Hospitals 

X25=No. of Block Primary Health Centers 

X26=No. of Primary Health Centers 

X27=No. of Nursing Homes 

X28=Total No. of Beds 

X29=Total No. of Doctors 

X30=No. of Family Welfare Centers 

X31=No. of Death up to 5 years 

X32=No. of Primary School 

X33=No. of Enrollment in Primary School 

X34=Teacher Student Ratio in Primary School 

X35=No. of High school 

X36=No. of Enrollment in High School 

X37=Teacher Student Ratio in High School 

X38=No. of Higher Secondary School  

X39=No. of Enrollment in Higher Secondary School 

X40=Teacher Student Ratio in Higher Secondary School 

X41=No. of General Degree Colleges and University 
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X42=No. of Public Libraries 

X43=No. of Mass Literacy Centers 

X44=No. of Electrified Mouza 

X45=No. of Mouza having Drinking Water Facilities 

X46=No. of Tank Irrigation 

X47=No. of RLI 

X48=No. of Gramin Bank 

X49=No. of Co-operative Societies 

X50=Metal Road Length  

A total of fifty indicators have been selected in the analysis for the present study. 

The selected indicators are mainly concerned with Demographic, Social, Economic and 

Infrastructural and all these are the major interacting componential parts of Socio 

Economic Development of any region. 
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Chapter - IV 

Measurement of Social Status 

4.1 Introduction 

A social status of a region refers to the overall position of the society or the 

developmental status of the society at present day context involving the value and 

attitude of community and aspects responsible for social well-being. From time 

immemorial our society has experienced a lot of changes in various social dimensions. 

But the level of changes is found in varied magnitude in different parts of our country. 

For instance, social changes in urban areas are more rapid in comparison to rural areas 

as the infrastructural facilities are found better in urban areas than rural areas. The social 

status is dependent on a number of parameters which acts upon as the basis for social 

development. 

4.2 Concept of Social Status 

The social status may be conceptualized as the measurement of the level of some 

social indicators which collectively impacts on the growth and development of society. 

The social status of any region is primarily dependent on demographic, educational and 

some other aspects. The social change is a multi-dimensional phenomenon which 

involve remarkable alteration of existing social structure and thereby reduces the 

inequality. In real sense social welfare is required for the better quality of life. And for 

the estimation of status of women in modern society is also important. There is a 

remarkable disparity in social status in developed and developing countries. Developed 

country facilitates a high level social structure whereas developing and under developed 

countries are still far behind from the reach of desired social conditions. To optimize 

the problems of social status or for the betterment it is very much important as well as 

relevant to a social scientist to formulate the measures of studying the various 

parameters relating with social status. To study the level of backwardness it is very 

much essential for policy makers, planners and academicians to find out social 

inequality in different parts of our country as these social indicators directly or 

indirectly impacts on the overall economic as well as overall development. The 

developmental strategy is associated with social well-being. And as we know that an 
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advanced society can reduce the deviation from the line of balanced growth which 

ultimately leading the human resource development.  

The study area Dakshin Dinajpur district is one of the backward districts in West 

Bengal and the social structure of this region is very much traditional rural type as more 

than 85 percent people are living in rural areas. The study of social status in this area is 

very much important as it contributes the overall development of the state of West 

Bengal. 

4.3 Demographic Profile 

Demography is the word derived from two Greek words ‘Demos’ meaning 

People and ‘Graphy’ meaning Science. Thus demography is the Science of People. It 

is the Science deals with different aspects of human population like size, density, 

migration, age-sex ratio, structure of population etc. The study of human resources vital 

from the point of view of Socio-Economic welfare. It is particularly important because 

human beings are not only instruments of production but also ends in themselves. 

In present study, demographic profiles consist of some parameters like the 

uneven distribution of population, density of population, sex ratio, marital status, age-

sex composition and the status of backward class population specially SC and ST 

population etc. The demographic is a quantitative study of human population which 

impacts on the overall Socio-Economic development of the district. The secondary data 

which have been collected from various authentic sources and primary data obtained 

from the field survey reflects the overall picture of demographic and social structure of 

Dakshin Dinajpur district.  

4.3.1 Population Distribution 

The total population of the district according to 2011 census is recorded as 

1670931 which is 1.83 percent of the total population of the state of West Bengal. The 

total population of the district of Dakshin Dinajpur is unevenly distributed throughout 

the eight C.D. blocks. As per the Census of India 2011 record, the highest percentage 

of population concentration is found in Tapan block which is recorded as 17.40 % 

(250504), followed by 16.26 % (234139) in Balurghat block, third highest 16.01 % 

(230612) is recorded in Gangarampur block. The 4th populated C.D. block is 

Kushmandi i.e. 13.80 % (198752), followed by Kumarganj i.e. 11.74 % (169102). The 
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two least populated C. D. blocks are Harirampur i.e. 9.16 % (131832) and Hili block 

has the lowest percentage share of 5.82% (83754). The figures of the respective blocks 

are given in the following table: 

Table 4.1 Distribution of Total Population; 2011 and Z-Score Values 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block Total Population Z -Score Value 

1 Balurghat 234139 0.92 

2 Banshihari 141286 -0.66 

3 Gangarampur 230612 0.86 

4 Harirampur 131832 -0.82 

5 Hili 83754 -1.64 

6 Kumarganj 169102 -0.19 

7 Kushmandi 198752 0.32 

8 Tapan 250504 1.20 

       Source: Computed by Researcher. 

In order to find out the variation of population distribution among various C.D. 

blocks the researcher calculated the standard score more commonly called as Z-Score 

which is very useful because it allows us to calculate the probability of the score 

occurring within our normal distribution. The Z-Score tells us whether a particular score 

is equal to Mean, below the mean or above the mean. The Z-Score has been calculated 

based on following formula.  

 

Where, Zi = Z-Score, Xi = Value of the variable and x̅ = Mean of the variable  

and S = Standard deviation. 

From the above table 4.1 the Z-Score data has been classified into three grades 

(Class intervals) of high, medium and low. The high scores are more than +0.32 

standard deviation from the mean 0. The category of high score ranges from +0.32 and 

above. Under this category Tapan has the highest Z-Score value i.e. 1.20 followed by 

Balurghat has the second highest Z-Score i.e. 0.92 and Gangarampur i.e. 0.86. Overall 
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37.5% blocks of the district are coming under this category. The medium category 

ranges from +0.32 to -0.66 and under this category Kushmandi i.e. 0.32 and Kumarganj 

i.e. -0.19 are coming. Under this category 25% C.D Blocks are falling. The rest three 

Blocks i.e. Banshihari, Harirampur and Hili Blocks are measured with lesser Z-score 

values i.e. -0.66, -0.82 and -1.64 respectively. This signifies that these three Blocks i.e. 

37.5% of the total C.D Blocks have population which are below average of the District. 

The following map better visualizes the fact about the uneven distribution of population 

among eight C.D. Blocks in the District. 

 

 

Map 4.1 Block-wise Distribution of Total Population, 2011 (Based on Z-Score) 
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The following table 4.2 shows the block-wise percentage of population data 

obtained from door to door household survey conducted throughout all blocks. As per 

the table 4.2 below the highest percentage of male population is observed in Kumarganj 

Block i.e. 52.34%, followed by Hili Block i.e. 52.27%, Gangarampur Block recorded 

the third highest male population i.e. 51.32%. 

 

Table 4.2 Block-wise Distribution of Respondent Population 

Serial 

No. 
Name of C.D. Block 

Male 

Population 

Female 

Population 
Total 

1 Balurghat 51.28 48.72 100 

2 Banshihari 50.44 49.56 100 

3 Gangarampur 51.32 48.68 100 

4 Harirampur 50.76 49.24 100 

5 Hili 52.27 47.73 100 

6 Kumarganj 52.34 47.66 100 

7 Kushmandi 50.64 49.36 100 

8 Tapan 51.15 48.85 100 

 

Source: Field Survey: 2015-17 

 

Balurghat Block recorded 4th highest i.e. 51.28% male population followed by 

Tapan Block 51.15%, Harirampur Block i.e. 50.76%, Kushmandi i.e.50.64% and the 

least one Banshihari Block i.e.50.44%. In case of female population, highest percentage 

is recorded in Banshihari Block i.e. 49.56%, followed by Kushmandi Block i.e.49.36%, 

Harirampur Block i.e.49.24%, Tapan Block i.e. 48.85%, Balurghat Block i.e. 48.72%, 

Gangarampur Block i.e. 48.68% and the least two blocks are Hili and Kumarganj i.e. 

47.73% and 47.66% respectively. 
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 Figure 4.1 Block-wise Distribution of Respondent Population 

Table 4.3 Block-wise Distribution of Male and Female Respondents (Z-Score) 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
Z-Score for Male 

Respondents 

Z-Score for Female 

Respondents 

1 Balurghat 0.01 -0.01 

2 Banshihari -1.18 1.18 

3 Gangarampur 0.06 -0.06 

4 Harirampur -0.73 0.73 

5 Hili 1.39 -1.41 

6 Kumarganj 1.49 -1.50 

7 Kushmandi -0.90 0.90 

8 Tapan -0.18 0.18 

Source: Computed by Researcher. 
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 Table 4.3 depicts Block-wise distribution of Z-Score values of Male and Female 

respondents. From the table it is very much clear that the distribution of Male-Female 

respondent population is not uniform throughout various C.D Blocks. We can divide 

this distribution under the following categories. 

The following table 4.4 reveals low (<-0.51), medium (-0.51 to 0.16) and high 

(>0.16) categories of Z-score values of male-female distribution of respondents of all 

blocks in the district. The distribution of male population is low i.e. below -0.51 is 

observed in Banshihari (-1.18), Kushmandi (-0.90) and Harirampur (-0.73) C.D Blocks 

whereas in case of female distribution it is low in Hili (-1.41) and Kumarganj (-1.50) 

blocks. 

Table 4.4 Block-wise Distribution of Male-Female Respondents 

(based on Z-Score) 

 

Serial 

No. 
Distribution Male Female 

1 Low (< -0.51) 
Banshihari, Kushmandi 

and Harirampur 
Hili and Kumarganj 

2 
Medium (-0.51 

to 0.16) 

Balurghat, Gangarampur 

and Tapan 

Balurghat and 

Gangarampur 

3 High (>0.16) Hili and Kumarganj 
Kushmandi, Tapan, 

Harirampur and Banshihari 

 

Source: Computed by Researcher. 

 

The medium distribution of male population is in Balurghat (0.01), 

Gangarampur (0.06) and Tapan (-0.18) blocks whereas medium distribution of female 

population is recorded in Balurghat (-0.01) and Gangarampur (-0.06) C.D. block. The 

high concentration of male population of the surveyed respondents are in Hili (1.39) 

and Kumarganj (1.49) whereas in case of female population it is higher in Kushmandi 

(0.90), Tapan (0.18), Harirampur (0.73) and Banshihari (1.18). Out of 8 C.D Blocks 

37.5% Blocks have low level male respondents whereas 25% Blocks have low female 

respondents. The same figure is applicable for medium level too. But 25% Blocks have 

high male respondents where as 37.5% Blocks have high female respondents. 
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Map 4.2 Block-wise Distribution of Male Respondents (based on Z Score) 

 

 

Map 4.3 Block-wise Distribution of Female Respondents (based on Z Score) 



59 
 

4.3.2 Population Growth 

 The following table is showing the Block-wise growth of population in Dakshin 

Dinajpur District. 

Table 4.5 Block-Wise Growth of Population, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2001-2011 

Serial 

No. 
Name of C.D. Block 

Total Population Growth 

(%) 2001 2011 

1 Balurghat 228701 234139 2.38 

2 Banshihari 122057 141286 15.75 

3 Gangarampur 206621 230612 11.61 

4 Harirampur 124894 131832 5.56 

5 Hili 77246 83754 8.43 

6 Kumarganj 152990 169102 10.53 

7 Kushmandi 175047 198752 13.54 

8 Tapan 226027 250504 10.83 

 

 Source: Census of India, 2001 & 2011. 

 Table No. 4.5 states that the highest decadal (2001-2011) growth rate of 

population is recorded in Banshihari Block i.e. 15.75% followed by Kushmandi Block 

i.e. 13.54 % and the third highest recorded in Gangarampur Block i.e. 11.61%. This is 

because of in migration from the neighboring country Bangladesh as well as from other 

Blocks of Dakshin Dinajpur and adjoining districts. The lowest population growth is 

observed in Balurghat Block i.e. 2.38%. This could be because of the rapid changing 

Socio-Economic conditions of the District Head Quarter Balurghat Municipality for 

pooling factors such as job opportunities etc. Other least population growth C.D. Blocks 

are Harirampur i.e. 5.56% and Hili i.e. 8.43%. In Kumarganj and Tapan Block medium 

population growth rate is recorded i.e. 10.53% and 10.83% respectively. 
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Figure 4.2 Block-wise Growth of Population 2001-2011 

 

4.3.3 Population Density 

Population density is the prime measure for estimation of population pressure 

on land and it is calculated as the number of total population per sq. km area. This 

focuses the total population pressure on land which in turn reflects the status of 

residential sector of total land use pattern. 

From the table 4.6 it is very much clear that in the year 2011’s Census Report 

highest population density is found in Hili block, i.e. 923 persons/sq. km. as this Block 

is surrounded three sides by Bangladesh Boarder and in migration in this Block is very 

common. As the Block is sharing only 0.33% area of the whole District still growth of 

population is very high only because of International Migration. The second highest 

Population Density is recorded in Gangarampur Block i.e. 731 persons/sq. km. and 

Banshihari is scoring third by the value i.e. 719 persons/sq. km. The other Blocks 

recorded the population density very much closer to District average density i.e. 676 

persons/sq. km., these are Kushmandi (640 persons/sq. km.), Balurghat (634 

persons/sq. km.), Harirampur (613 persons/sq.km.) and Kumarganj (590 persons/sq. 

km.). The lowest population density is measured in block Tapan i.e. 562 persons/sq. 

km.  
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The following Table shows the population density among various C.D. Blocks of 

Dakshin Dinajpur District for the year 2001 and 2011.  

Table 4.6 Block-Wise Population Density, Dakshin Dinajpur District 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Population Density Growth in 

Percentage 2001 2011 

1 Balurghat 628 634 0.96 

2 Banshihari 618 719 16.34 

3 Gangarampur 655 731 11.60 

4 Harirampur 581 613 5.51 

5 Hili 877 923 5.25 

6 Kumarganj 533 590 10.69 

7 Kushmandi 564 640 13.48 

8 Tapan 512 562 9.77 

  Source: District Statistical Hand Book, 2001 and 2011. 

Map 4.4 Block-Wise Density of Population, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011 
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Regarding growth of population density between last two Census Years 

Banshihari has recorded the highest value i.e. 16.34 % followed by Kushmandi i.e. 

13.48 %, then Gangarampur scoring 11.60% and by 10.69% Kumarganj taking fourth 

position. The last four C.D. Blocks in terms of population density growth are Tapan 

(9.77%), Harirampur (5.51%), Hili (5.25%) and Balurghat the least growth holder 

(0.96%). 

4.3.4 Sex Ratio 

Sex ratio is measured by the number of female per 1000 male. It is the ratio 

between the male and female population. This parameter is generally reflecting the 

overall societies attitude towards women population. In Dakshin Dinajpur district the 

average sex ratio is 954, which is slightly higher than state average i.e. 947. The sex 

ratio is recorded highest in Harirampur C.D. block i.e. 983 followed by 981 in 

Kushmandi, 957 in Banshihari and the lowest one is found in Gangarampur block i.e. 

932. The following table and map shows the block wise distribution of sex ratio in the 

district. 

Table 4.7 Block-wise Sex-Ratio, Dakshin Dinajpur District; 2001 & 2011 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Sex- Ratio 

Growth (in %) 

2001 2011 

1 Balurghat 936 937 0.11 

2 Banshihari 952 958 0.63 

3 Gangarampur 940 932 -0.85 

4 Harirampur 965 983 1.87 

5 Hili 954 949 -0.52 

6 Kumarganj 944 942 -0.21 

7 Kushmandi 964 981 1.76 

8 Tapan 951 949 -0.21 

Source : Census of India; 2001 & 2011. 
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Figure 4.3 Block-Wise Distribution of Population by Sex, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011 

 

Regarding distribution of Sex- Ratio the researcher calculated the data obtain 

from field survey and the data has shown the spatial variation in sex ratio which 

indicates the status of women empowerment to some extent. The following table also 

shows that the Banshihari Block is associated with the higher value whereas Kumarganj 

is associated with the lower value. Kushmandi and Harirampur blocks are closer to 

Banshihari and Hili is closer to Kumarganj. All other blocks have an average value. 

These altogether indicates the position of women in society. The primary data is more 

or less similar to secondary which has been taken from District Statistical Handbook. 

The primary observation has been presented in the form of table 4.8 below. 
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Table 4.8 Spatial Pattern of Sex- Ratio of Respondent Population 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block Sex-Ratio 

1 Balurghat 950 

2 Banshihari 982 

3 Gangarampur 949 

4 Harirampur 970 

5 Hili 913 

6 Kumarganj 910 

7 Kushmandi 975 

8 Tapan 955 

 

 Source: Field Survey: 2015-17 

 

 

Figure 4.4 Sex-Ratio of Respondent Population 

4.3.5 Marital Status 

The marital status refers to the number of individuals being married or 

unmarried; and the age limit on which they got married. This is also an important factor 

for determining the position of women and their contribution towards society and it is 

basically dependent on the level of education of the family and the attitude towards 

women child. The primary data which have been collected from the field survey states 
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that the average age for marriage of girls is between 16 to 20 years. It is higher in areas 

close to district headquarter and comparatively lower in blocks located in border 

portions of the district. 

4.3.6 Status of SC and ST Population 

The number and the status of backward population is one of the important 

aspects for describing the social status of any region. The backward population 

indicates the group of population which are basically unprivileged and marginalized. In 

present study, the backward population comprises the number of SC, ST and OBC 

population. According to 2011 census, the total SC population of the district is 

enumerated as 448639 which is 31.16% of the total district population. The highest 

concentration of SC population is found in Kushmandi block i.e. 44.76%, followed by 

32.32% in Tapan block, 31.48% in Balurghat block and 31.33% in Gangarampur C.D. 

block. The lowest number of SC population is found in Harirampur block i.e. 22.64%.  

Table 4.9 Block-Wise Distribution of SC & ST Population, 2001 

Serial 

No. 
Name of 

C.D. Block 

2001 

Total SC 

Pop 

% of 

SC 

popul

ation 

Total ST Pop % of ST 

population 

1 Balurghat 67061 29.32 57845 25.29 

2 Banshihari 31269 25.62 24267 19.88 

3 Gangarampur 60380 29.22 28845 13.96 

4 Harirampur 27769 22.23 20676 16.55 

5 Hili 20240 26.20 13884 17.97 

6 Kumarganj 38692 25.29 26496 17.32 

7 Kushmandi 77756 44.42 13799 7.88 

8 Tapan 75682 33.48 50509 22.35 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2001, Dakshin Dinajpur. 

The ST population is another factor of backward population and it is recorded 

18.67% in the study area. It may be pointed out from the above observation that almost 

50% of total population is comprising of SC and ST population. Block wise distribution 

states that the Balurghat block has the highest concentration of ST population i.e. 
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28.28% followed by Tapan block i.e. 23.34%, Banshihari i.e. 21.95% and the lowest 

amount is recorded in Kushmandi block i.e. 7.86%. 

Table 4.10 Block-Wise Distribution of SC & ST Population, 2011 

Serial No. 
Name of C.D. 

Block 

2011 

Total SC 

Population 

Percentage 

of SC 

Population 

Total 

ST 

Pop 

Percentage 

of ST 

Population 

1 Balurghat 73716 31.48 66225 28.28 

2 Banshihari 37506 26.55 31017 21.95 

3 Gangarampur 72262 31.33 32933 14.28 

4 Harirampur 29853 22.64 23053 17.49 

5 Hili 21532 25.71 15293 18.26 

6 Kumarganj 43840 25.93 28769 17.01 

7 Kushmandi 88967 44.76 15622 7.86 

8 Tapan 80963 32.32 55965 22.34 

  Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011, Dakshin Dinajpur. 

 

Table 4.11 Block-Wise Distribution of SC & ST Population of Respondents 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 

S.C 

Population 

(%) 

S.T 

Population 

(%) 

Others 

(%) 

1 Balurghat 32.56 52.05 15.38 

2 Banshihari 32.52 22.12 45.35 

3 Gangarampur 11.79 6.30 81.91 

4 Harirampur 1.14 12.88 85.98 

5 Hili 28.98 12.50 58.52 

6 Kumarganj 23.24 21.68 55.08 

7 Kushmandi 42.70 3.00 54.29 

8 Tapan 10.77 25.77 63.46 

  Source: Field Survey: 2015-17. 
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As per the data collected from field survey, the highest concentration of SC 

population is found in Kushmandi block i.e. 42.70% and the lowest is in Harirampur 

block i.e. 22.64%. The ST population concentration is highest in Balurghat block i.e. 

28.28% and lowest in Kushmandi block i.e.7.86%. 

 

Figure 4.5 Block-Wise Distribution of SC & ST Population of Respondents 

4.4 Literacy 

Literacy is understood as the basic tool for achieving the ability to read, write 

and calculate some basic arithmetical problems. In wider sense the literacy includes the 

ability to use anyone’s basic language, numbers, images and other basic means to 

understand communication and improving the skill and knowledge. 

4.4.1 Level of Literacy 

 The literacy rate indicates the number of literates per one hundred populations. 

As per the record of 2001 census Kumarganj has the highest literacy rate and 

Harirampur block has the lowest literacy rate but in case of Male Literacy Balurghat 

block stands first and further Harirampur has the lowest value. The female literacy is 

found highest in Kumarganj Block and lowest in Harirampur Block. 
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Table 4.12 Block-wise Literacy Rate, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2001 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

2001 

Total 

Literacy 

Male 

Literacy 

Female 

Literacy 

1 Balurghat 64.6 74.50 53.8 

2 Banshihari 59 69.30 48.1 

3 Gangarampur 61.6 70.50 52.5 

4 Harirampur 52.8 63 42.3 

5 Hili 64.1 73.90 53.9 

6 Kumarganj 65.8 74.20 56.9 

7 Kushmandi 54.8 65.20 44 

8 Tapan 58.9 68.00 49.4 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2001, Dakshin Dinajpur. 

Table 4.13 Block-wise Literacy Rate, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

2011 

Total Literacy Male Literacy Female Literacy 

1 Balurghat 73.13 79.59 66.21 

2 Banshihari 68.79 75.21 62.06 

3 Gangarampur 71.26 76.84 65.26 

4 Harirampur 64.04 70.75 57.22 

5 Hili 76.04 81.97 69.77 

6 Kumarganj 74.57 79.56 69.25 

7 Kushmandi 65.43 71.82 58.95 

8 Tapan 68.62 74.24 62.69 

 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011, Dakshin Dinajpur. 

According to 2011 census the literacy rate of the district is 70.24%, out of which 

76.11% are males and 63.79% are females. In our state West Bengal, the literacy rate 

is 72.13% out of which 74.88% is male literacy and 65.51% is female literacy. The 

highest literacy rate is observed in Hili block i.e. 76.04% and the lowest is in 
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Harirampur block i.e. 64.04%. Hili block has also occupied the first position in terms 

of Male and Female Literacy rate as per the current census and Harirampur has the 

lowest Male and Female literacy rate. The total literacy rate in almost all CD blocks 

have been increased from 2001 to 2011 census. This is one of the positive sign for social 

development. The Male and Female literacy rate has also increased from 2001 to 2011. 

The female literacy is considered as one of the most crucial indicator for women 

empowerment which indicates the social position of women. The literacy rate in terms 

of women literacy must be equal to male literacy as there are a significant gap between 

male literacy and female literacy rate in both the census year i.e. 2001 and 2011.  

Table 4.14 Block-wise Literacy Rate (Z-score) 

Serial No. Name of C.D 

Block 
Literacy(%) Z-Score 

1 Balurghat 73.13 0.68 

2 Banshihari 68.79 -0.34 

3 Gangarampur 71.26 0.24 

4 Harirampur 64.04 -1.45 

5 Hili 76.04 1.36 

6 Kumarganj 74.57 1.01 

7 Kushmandi 65.43 -1.12 

8 Tapan 68.62 -0.38 

Source: Computed by Researcher. 

The above table has been constructed for showing the distribution of for 2011 

census year using Z- Score method. The result has shown that 50% blocks have positive 

value and 50% blocks have negative value. Balurghat, Gangarampur, Hili and 

Kumarganj blocks are associated with positive result which indicates a progressive sign 

whereas Banshihari, Harirampur, Kushmandi and Tapan these four blocks are 

associated with negative result which indicates a regressive sign. This computation will 

help to understand the spatial pattern of literacy which significantly influence on the 

level of Socio Economic Development. Out of total blocks Hili has the highest positive 

value i.e. 1.36 and Harirampur has the highest negative value. This also indicates the 

regional disparities in respect of Education to some extent. 
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Map 4.5 Block-wise Literacy Rate 

Highest male literacy is observed in Hili block i.e. 81.97% and lowest in 

Harirampur block i.e. 70.75%. In Dakshin Dinajpur district, among all 8 C.D. blocks 

highest female literacy is observed in Hili block i.e. 69.77% which is slightly higher 

than states average rate, whereas lowest female literacy is observed in Harirampur block 

i.e. 57.22% which is lower than state’s average female literacy. 

The primary data which had collected from the field survey shows the fact that 

the highest percentage of literate respondent person is belongs to Hili Block but the 

percentage is too much lowest in Banshihari Block. This Block has the highest 

percentage of illiterates in terms of respondent persons but the Hili block is associated 

with the lowest percentage in respect of respondent persons. This information will also 

be helpful to understand the Social Status of villages in micro level.  The block wise 

distribution of Total Literacy, Male Literacy and Female Literacy in terms of 

respondent population has shown below. 
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Table 4.15 Block-Wise Literacy Rate of Respondents Population 

Sl. No. 
Name of C.D. 

Block 

Tot. 

Literacy 

( %) 

Male 

Literacy 

( %) 

Female 

Literacy 

( %) 

Illiterate 

( %) 

1 Balurghat 66.15 56.20 43.80 33.85 

2 Banshihari 51.99 54.04 45.96 48.01 

3 Gangarampur 64.43 55.84 44.16 35.57 

4 Harirampur 59.85 55.70 44.30 40.15 

5 Hili 75.28 54.72 45.28 24.72 

6 Kumarganj 72.85 56.03 43.97 27.15 

7 Kushmandi 72.53 52.66 47.34 27.47 

8 Tapan 65.00 53.85 46.15 35.00 

 

   Source: Field Survey: 2015-17 

Figure 4.6 Block-wise Literacy Rate of Respondent Population 
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4.5 Religious Composition 

Religious composition refers to the structure and composition of different 

religious group people collectively living in a particular area. The study area is 

characterized by a diversified religion in which Hindu is the most dominant part in 

terms of total population. The area is bounded by Bangladesh border in north, south 

and east sides. There are 90.21% Hindu Population in Balurghat Block and which is 

highest among all C.D Blocks and Harirampur has the lowest parcentage of Hindu 

Population i.e. 47.02% as per Census of India data 2011.Muslim population is highest 

in Harirampur Block 45.46% and lowest in Balurghat Block.i.e.5.06%.In case of 

Christian community Balurghat Block has the highest number where as Harirampur has 

lowest.. 

Table 4.16 Block-wise Religious Composition of Population, Dakshin Dinajpur District, 

2011 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Religious Composition of Population (%) 

Hindu Muslim Christian Others 

Balurghat 90.21 5.06 2.16 2.56 

Banshihari 63.94 20.92 0.75 14.39 

Gangarampur 57.04 30.86 1.54 10.55 

Harirampur 47.02 45.46 0.72 6.80 

Hili 81.42 8.88 1.60 8.10 

Kumarganj 58.73 29.56 1.26 10.46 

Kushmandi 53.19 34.12 0.53 12.16 

Tapan 63.50 24.65 1.61 10.24 

 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011, Dakshin Dinajpur. 
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Figure 4.7 Block-wise Religious Composition of Population, Dakshin Dinajpur 

District, 2011 

4.6 Status of Social Conditions 

  The social structure of any region may be defined as the combination of 

different attributes which help for society upliftment in terms of spatio temporal 

changes and modernization for social well-being. A society is dependent on a number 

of multi-dimensional components like education, social norms, ethical values of people, 

health condition, social groups, religious group, race, ethnicity etc. the overall status 

and its regional disparities helps to reconstruct the policy and taking necessary 

strategies for reduction of social inequalities as well as to minimize the socio economic 

gap between various social groups in respect of community, caste, religion etc. 

Dakshin Dinajpur district is one of the border district of west Bengal. To find out the 

overall social status of this district, Researcher has adopted a number of quantitative 

and qualitative approach in this chapter. The study is based on 16 social indicators 
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which have been selected under different categories. The quantitative value of different 

indicator has been standardized by weighted score which have been calculated by 

dividing each value of a single indicator of each area by the total mean value of that 

particular indicator for whole region. After compilation, the composite index (CI) value 

has been calculated by dividing the total weighted score for each C.D. block by the 

number of total indicators of whole region. Then followed by the ranking to each area 

based on CI value researcher has applied nested mean method for regionalization to 

examine the Distribution of social status of the study area. 

To examine the status of social development, the Kendall’s rank coefficient 

index method has been adopted. After deriving the composite index value each block 

has been ranked according to the value of CI. Hence the highest value given rank 1, 

second highest rank 2 and so on.  

The highest CI value denotes the higher level of social status whereas lowest 

value means a lower social status. among the 8 C.D. blocks Balurghat has the highest 

total weighted score value of 19.43 followed by Tapan block as 19.32, Gangarampur 

as 17.44 and Kushmandi 16.27. In comparison with Balurghat block, Hili block has the 

lowest weighted score i.e. 12.48. 

Table 4.17 Co-efficient of Rank of Social Indicators based on Kendall’s Method 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Composite Index 

(CI) Value of 

Social Status 

Rank 

Kendall’s Rank 

Co-efficient 

Value 

Balurghat 

 
1.22 1 0.063 

Banshihari 

 
0.91 6 0.375 

Gangarampur 

 
1.09 3 0.188 

Harirampur 

 
0.83 7 0.438 

Hili 

 
0.78 8 0.500 

Kumarganj 

 
0.95 5 0.313 

Kushmandi 

 
1.02 4 0.249 

Tapan 

 
1.21 2 0.125 

    Source: Calculated and Compiled by researcher 
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Table 4.18 Block-wise Status of Social Conditions 

Co-efficient Value 
Status  of Social 

Conditions 
Name of C.D. Blocks 

< 0.172 High Balurghat, Tapan, 

0.172-0.281 Moderately High 
Gangarampur, 

Kushmandi 

0.281-0.390 Moderately Low Kumarganj, Banshihari 

>0.390 Low Harirampur , Hili 

Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher 

      

 

    Source: Computed and prepared by Researcher     

                             Map 4.6 Block-Wise Status of Social Conditions 
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As per Kendall’s rank coefficient index method the whole district has been 

divided under 4 social developmental zones, which are given below- 

High Level Social Status  

Balurghat and Tapan blocks are falling under this category with coefficient 

index value 0.063 and 0.125 respectively. These Blocks are comparatively advanced in 

social sectors because of the locational advantage. Under this category only 2 out of 8 

C.D Blocks i.e.25% of the Blocks are falling. 

Moderately High Level Social Status  

Gangarampur and Kushmandi are the C.D. block coming under this category 

with coefficient index value 0.188 and 0.249 respectively. In this category also only 2 

C.D Blocks i.e.25% of the whole Blocks are categorizing. These two Blocks are doing 

good than average value of the district. If appropriate steps are being taken, then it could 

be improved its position 

Moderately Low Level Social Status 

Kumarganj (0.313), Banshihari (0.375) blocks are coming under this zone. 

These two blocks are border blocks surrounded by Bangladesh. Under this category 

also only 25% of the whole C.D Blocks are coming. These two Blocks are doing not so 

good because their score is slightly lower than average value of the district. If 

appropriate steps are being taken, then it could gain momentum towards social 

development. Only 25% Blocks have been categorized under this zone. 

Low Level Social Status  

Under this category rest 2 blocks are coming, viz. Harirampur (0.438) and Hili 

(0.500). Harirampur is the block which is situated far away from district headquarter 

i.e. 70 KM from Balurghat. Beside this the block is far behind in education, social 

infrastructure from the average of the district. Hili is bounded three sides by 

Bangladesh. The pressure of Migrated population from Bangladesh pulling its social 

development into the lower side. This has also shared a total of 25% out of all C.D. 

Bocks of Dakshin Dinajpur District. 
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4.7 Level of Social Development 

To find out the disparity of various Social conditions among various C.D. blocks 

the composite mean Z score has been obtained categorized accordingly. The following 

table clearly demonstrates the details of it. 

Table 4.19 Block-Wise Composite Mean Z-Score of Social Indicators 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
Composite Mean Z-Score of Social 

Indicators 

1 Balurghat 0.61 

2 Banshihari -0.29 

3 Gangarampur 0.24 

4 Harirampur -0.63 

5 Hili -0.34 

6 Kumarganj -0.04 

7 Kushmandi 0.00 

8 Tapan 0.45 

      Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher. 

Table 4.20 Level of Social Development 

Composite Mean Z-Score 
Level of Social 

Development 
Name of C.D. Block 

>0.30 High Balurghat, Tapan, 

0.30 to -0.01 Medium Gangarampur, Kushmandi 

-0.01 to -0.32 Low Kumarganj, Banshihari 

<-0.32 Very Low Harirampur , Hili 

Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher. 
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      Map 4.7 Block-Wise Level of Social Development, 2011 

 

From study of social development, the mean composite Z-Score have done in 

four categories namely high (>0.30), medium (0.30 to -0.10), low (-0.10 to -0.32) and 

very low (<0.32) level of social development. The above map shows that out of total 

only 25% blocks have high level of Development and it associated with Balurghat and 

Tapan and 25% of total has estimated as very low category and it belongs to Hili and 

Harirampur CD Blocks. Another four or 50% out of total ranges from medium to low 

developmental status. These were Kushmandi, Gangarampur and Kumarganj, 

Banshihari respectively. The above map also shows the spatial pattern of progressive 

and regressive nature of Social Development through entire study area. 

4.8 Temporal Change of Social Status 

The following table showing the C.I values of social indicators of various 

Community Development Blocks for the year 2001 and 2011. 
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Table 4.21 Social Status based on CI values; 2001 & 2011 

Source: Compiled by Researcher, 

         

         Figure 4.8 Temporal Change of Composite Index Values of Social Status (2001-2011) 

Name of 

C.D Block 

Sum of weight of 

Social indicators, 

2001 

CI Value for 

Social 

Indicators, 

2001 

Sum of weight 

of Social 

indicators, 

2011 

CI value for 

Social 

Indicates, 

2011 

Balurghat 20.72 1.30 19.43 1.21 

Banshihari 13.51 0.84 14.51 0.91 

Gangarampur 17.66 1.10 17.44 1.09 

Harirampur 12.90 0.81 13.29 0.83 

Hili 11.56 0.72 12.48 0.78 

Kumarganj 15.25 0.95 15.25 0.95 

Kushmandi 16.08 1.00 16.27 1.02 

Tapan 20.32 1.27 19.32 1.21 
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In 2001, Balurghat Block holds the first position in respect of Composite Index 

Value for social aspect. This block is more or less advanced in respect of social status 

rather than other blocks. The total Composite weight of this block has been calculated 

as 20.72 and the CI value has been estimated at 1.30 in 2001 but the value has declined 

to 19.43 and 1.21 in 2011. The Hili Block has the lowest Weighted Score and CI value 

i.e. 11.56 in 2001 but it has increased to 12.48 in 2011. This Block is approaching a 

little bit of development whereas a deprivative result is found in case of Balurghat 

Block from 2001 to 2011. The Infrastructural development with relation to the growth 

of population may be identical factors in this context. With the growth of population, 

the infrastructural development is very essential for the balanced development of 

economy as well as society.  The above figure also indicates that in Tapan the CI value 

has also reduced from 1.27 in 2001 to 1.21 in 2011. This is also the considerable matter 

in respect of Social status for Tapan Block.  Other block has the average status in respect 

of social status from 2001 to 2011. 

4.9 Conclusion 

It is evident from different estimations and also from primary field survey that 

regional variation of social status exists among various C.D. blocks in the district. Some 

blocks are more developed in respect of social aspects and some are comparatively 

under developed. This may be because of uneven distribution of some kind of 

infrastructural facilities like schools, colleges, health centres, transportation and 

communication facilities and the financial conditions of the family in some backward 

areas. Education is highly effective upon the future generations as well as in the women 

empowerment and which actually leads to overall social development. So the 

considerable attention must be paid to the responsible social factors for leading to the 

society upliftment and minimizing the social disparities and inequalities among the 

various C.D. blocks in the district of Dakshin Dinajpur. 
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Chapter - V 

Measurement of Economic Status 

5.1 Introduction  

Every country whether developed or underdeveloped has economically 

advanced and backward region and our country is not in exception of that. Many 

countries consider a wide range of economic disparities that exists among the various 

parts within that country. Some regions are economically advanced whereas some are 

more deprived. A lot of factors is responsible for this variations as well as lot of issues 

are raising upon the overall development. In present study I have decided to examine 

the overall status of economic development and its regional variation among various 

C.D. blocks of Dakshin Dinajpur district. 

5.2 Concept and Importance of Economic Development 

Economic development may be considered as a process through which the 

financial condition of that area as well as the productivity has to be uplifted to a desired 

line so that people could meet their basic needs as well as avail facilitates the Socio-

Economic wellbeing for their own. This is also the process through which the 

inequalities or the regional imbalances may be reduced. This ultimately leads to the 

social and human resource development of a region. 

In the present study, the researcher has chosen some economic and infrastructural 

indicators to draw out the overall picture of economic status within the study area. 

5.3 Status of Working Population 

Working population refers to the group of population who are engaged in some 

economically productive works for sustaining the economic growth of a region as well 

as for their livelihood. The working population is composed of different category of 

workers. Some workers are engaged in primary activities, some others in secondary 

activities and some are in tertiary activities. Workers may be classified as main workers, 

marginal workers and non-workers. The average percentage of the total workers in the 

district is 42.42%. In Tapan block, it has the highest percentage of total workers i.e. 

45.63% in which the main worker’s percentage is 31% and marginal worker’s 

percentage is 14.53%. In Kushmandi block the percentage of total workers is 38.11% 
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which is lowest in which 28.72% is a main worker and 9.39% is the marginal workers. 

In respect of total workers Kushmandi holds the last position among all C.D. blocks. 

The highest percentage of the main workers has been reduced in Hili block which is 

35.88% and it is lowest in Harirampur block i.e. 26.94%. In case of marginal workers 

Gangarampur has the lowest percentage i.e. 8.5%, whereas Tapan has the    highest 

percentage i.e. 14.63%. 

 

  

Figure 5.1 Block-wise Category of Workers, Dakshin Dinajpur District, 

2011 

In comparison with 2001 data it has found that the total average of working 

population in 2001 was 42.20 whereas it becomes 42.42 in 2011. There are only three 

block i.e. in Gangarampur, Hili and Kushmandi the percentage of total working 

population has declined from 2001 to 2011. 
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Table 5.1 Block-Wise Distribution of Workers, 2001 and 2011 

 

   

Source: District Statistical Hand Book, 2001 & 2011 

 

Among these three blocks Hili holds the lowest percentage i.e. -4.16%. Another 

five blocks i.e. Balurghat, Banshihari, Harirampur, Kumarganj, Tapan reflects a 

positive sign i.e. the growing percentage of working population from 2001 to 2011 

census year. Out of these five Blocks the highest percentage is in Kumarganj Block. 

The District average has the positive sign although the percentage is very little i.e. 0.22.  

Balurghat Block stands for the second position in respect of growing percentage of 

working population from 2001 to 2011. It may be pointed out that in five blocks the 

percentage has grown over the District average.         

The below diagram shows that Kumarganj has the highest percentage of 

positive change. It may be said that the population in this block has engaged in different 

kinds of economic activity in last ten years whereas in Hili this percentage has fallen 

down in last ten years.  

 

 

 

 

 

Serial No 

 

C.D Blocks 

Total Workers(%) Changing Status 

(%) 

 
2001 2011 

1 Balurghat 42.8 45.61 2.81 

2 Banshihari 40.3 40.94 0.64 

3 Gangarampur 42 40.8 -1.2 

4 Harirampur 39.3 40.36 1.06 

5 Hili 49.1 44.94 -4.16 

6 Kumarganj 37.4 42.98 5.58 

7 Kushmandi 41.5 38.11 -3.39 

8 Tapan 45.2 45.63 0.43 

9 Average 42.2 42.42 0.22 
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Figure 5.2 Changing Pattern of Working Population; 2001 - 2011 

Table 5.2 Status of Main Workers; 2001 & 2011 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D 

Block 

2001 2011 Change 

of 

Main 

workers 

(%) 

% of Main 

workers 

% of Main 

workers 

1 Balurghat 33.9 32.92 -0.98 

2 Banshihari 29.7 29.94 0.24 

3 Gangarampur 31.5 32.3 0.80 

4 Harirampur 28.6 26.94 -1.66 

5 Hili 38.1 35.88 -2.22 

6 Kumarganj 31.4 32.42 1.02 

7 Kushmandi 30.2 28.72 -1.48 

8 Tapan 31.6 31 -0.60 

Source: Computed by Researcher 
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Figure 5.3 Block-wise Distribution of Main Workers 2001 and 2011 

Table 5.3 Status of Marginal Workers; 2001 & 2011 

Serial 

No. 
Name of C.D Block 

2001 2011 Change of 

Marginal  

workers 

(%) 

Marginal 

workers(%) 

Marginal 

workers(%) 

1 Balurghat 8.9 12.68 3.78 

2 Banshihari 10.6 11 0.4 

3 Gangarampur 10.5 8.5 -2 

4 Harirampur 10.7 13.42 2.72 

5 Hili 11 9.06 -1.94 

6 Kumarganj 6 10.55 4.55 

7 Kushmandi 11.3 9.39 -1.91 

8 Tapan 13.6 14.63 1.03 

Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher. 
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Figure 5.4 Block-wise Distribution of Marginal Workers 2001 and 2011 

Table 5.4 Distribution of Sectoral Category of Workers, 2001 

 

       Source: District Statistical HandBook,2001 
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Change %

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D 

Block 

Sectoral category of workers 2001 

 

Cultivators 

(% ) 

Agricultural 

Labours 

(%) 

Household Industry 

Workers 

(%) 

1 Balurghat 29.5 36.8 
5.6 

 

2 Banshihari 37.2 39.4 
4 

 

3 Gangarampur 29.8 40 
7.3 

 

4 Harirampur 33.7 49.6 
3.2 

 

5 Hili 24.5 28.3 
8.3 

 

6 Kumarganj 37.5 41.1 
3.8 

 

7 Kushmandi 43.6 37.8 
3.1 

 

8 Tapan 36.4 43.2 2.2 
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Figure 5.5 Block-wise distribution of Sectoral Category of workers 2001 

 

 

Table 5.5 Distribution of Sectoral Category of Workers, 2011 

 

 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book 20011, Dakshin Dinajpur 

 

Index

Serial  No. 
Name of C.D 

Block 

Sectoral category of workers 2011 

Cultivators 

(%) 

Agricultural 

Labourers 

(%) 

Household 

Industry Workers 

(%) 

1   Balurghat 26.12 37.95 5.26 

2   Banshihari 30.65 45.54 2.68 

3   Gangarampur 28.82 43.13 5.33 

4   Harirampur 28.63 49.88 4.57 

5   Hili 23.16 34.17 12.68 

6   Kumarganj 30.68 48.66 4.93 

7   Kushmandi 42.49 45.22 1.33 

8   Tapan 33.15 49.76 2.77 
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Figure 5.6 Block-wise Sectoral Categories of Workers 2011 

The following table showing the various composition of working Population in the 

respondent population- 

Table 5.6 Distribution of Respondent Working Population 

Name of C.D 

Blocks 

Cultivators 

(%) 

Agricultural 

Labourers 

(%) 

Household 

Industry (%) 
Others (%) 

Balurghat 29.51 34.43 4.10 31.97 

Banshihari 32.17 53.15 4.20 10.49 

Gangarampur 25.60 31.85 2.98 39.58 

Harirampur 39.06 48.44 1.56 10.94 

Hili 40.16 30.71 4.72 24.41 

Kumarganj 35.96 34.98 10.84 18.23 

Kushmandi 21.64 5.97 1.49 70.90 

Tapan 40.00 57.33 0.00 2.67 

    Source: Field Survey:2015-17 
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5.4 Status of Non-Working Population 

The Economy of a region is more or less dependent or the ratio between workers 

and non-worker’s population refers to that portion of population who are not engaged 

in any kind of economic activities. This portion of population is responsible for high 

dependency ratio. In the present study area, the highest percentage i.e. 61.89% lies in 

Kushmandi block whereas the district average is 57.58% and the lowest percentage i.e. 

54.39% lies in Balurghat C.D. block. 

Primary observation also shows that a lesser number of population are being 

unemployed in Balurghat C.D. block which is under district headquarter. In case of 

Kushmandi block which is furthest from district headquarter is associated with more 

than 60% total population being non-working. The data obtained from the field survey 

has also recorded as only 35.62% of the surveyed population is nonworking Balurghat 

and more than 70% is nonworking in Kushmandi block. Other blocks lie in between 

there which is evident from secondary as well as primary data also. 

Table 5.7 Block-Wise Status of Non-Working Population; 2001 & 2011 

Name of C.D 

Blocks 

Non-Workers(%) Changing Status 

(%) 2001 2011 

Balurghat 57.2 54.39 
-2.81 

 

Banshihari 59.7 59.06 
-0.64 

 

Gangarampur 58 59.2 
1.2 

 

Harirampur 60.7 59.64 
-1.06 

 

Hili 50.9 55.06 
4.16 

 

Kumarganj 62.6 57.02 
-5.58 

 

Kushmandi 58.5 61.89 
3.39 

 

Tapan 54.8 54.37 
-0.43 

 

Average 57.8 57.58 
-0.22 

 
         Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher 
 

In case of Non-working population which is also considered as the 

economically deactivate population, has also changed in percentage from 2001 to 2011 
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census year.  Opposite to the Working population the negative status of changing is 

acceptable as the number of this population has reduced from last census year to current 

census year it simply refers to growing status of economic development and growth and 

production. The changing status reflect a positive sign in the real sense of Economic 

Development in Balurghat, Banshihari, Harirampur, Kumarganj, Tapan and also in 

District Average in other hand in reflect a negative sign in real sense in Gangarampur, 

Hili and Kushmandi block. 

Table 5.8 Changing Pattern of Non-Working Population; 2001 to 2011 

Serial No. Name of C.D Blocks 

Changing Pattern of 

Non-Working population from 2001 

to 2011(%) 

1 Balurghat 
-2.81 

 

2 Banshihari 
-0.64 

 

3 Gangarampur 
1.2 

 

4 Harirampur 
-1.06 

 

5 Hili 
4.16 

 

6 Kumarganj 
-5.58 

 

7 Kushmandi 
3.39 

 

8 Tapan 
-0.43 

 

9 Average -0.22 

   

 

Source: Calculated and Compiled by Researcher.     

   

 

The following diagram showing the opposite dimension in respect of non-

working population percentage from 2001 to 2011.  But in real sense both the diagram 

focused on overall status of Economic Development of the study area. 
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     Figure 5.7 Changing pattern of Non-Working Population from 2001 to 2011 

 

5.5 Status of Health Infrastructure 

The infrastructural facilities are a basic requirement for any kind of 

development which is very much important for human resource. Health infrastructure 

refers to the facilities which provide a suitable environment for the enhance of good 

health conditions and some important parameters under this segment are sufficient 

availability of hospitals, no of beds, primary health centres, clinics, dispensaries and so 

on. These are some structural focus and if we consider the no infrastructural forms then 

we can highlight the ratio between doctor and patient, infant mortality rate, high life 

expectancy and immunization etc. 

In the study area one rural hospital is found in all the C.D. blocks excluding 

Gangarampur C.D. block, Balurghat block has the highest number of HCS i.e. 4 

whereas Banshihari and Harirampur has the single PHC, rest of other blocks lies in 

between. Except Balurghat, Banshihari and Gangarampur other blocks have no private 

nursing homes. In Balurghat block total number of bed accounted as 168 which is the 

highest among all blocks whereas Hili block has 35 numbers of beds which is the least 

among all. In case of total number of doctors Balurghat and Kumarganj scored the first 

position and others has the average value. But in Gangarampur this picture is more 

deprivative as only one doctor is present there.  
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Status of Doctor Patient Ratio: 

Doctor patient ratio is one of the important aspects for accessing a good health 

infrastructure. In most of hospitals it is generally found that a very poor number of 

doctors is allotted to a vast population. 

Table 5.9 Block-wise Distribution of Doctor-Patient Ratio, Dakshin Dinajpur 

District, 2011 

Status of Doctor Patient Ratio 

Name of C.D 

Block 

Total No. 

of Beds 

Total No. of 

Doctors 
Doctor Patient Ratio 

Balurghat 168 9 5.36 

Banshihari 46 6 13.04 

Gangarampur 37 1 2.70 

Harirampur 42 6 14.29 

Hili 35 8 22.86 

Kumarganj 46 9 19.57 

Kushmandi 40 8 20.00 

Tapan 48 6 12.50 

   
Source: District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011 

 

Figure 5.8 Status of Doctor Patient Ratio 
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facilities due to lack of adequate doctors. Primary data has been collected to know how 

much people visit hospitals and how many prefers to have private treatment. 

Table 5.10 Block wise status of Hospital and Private Clinic facilities taken by 

Respondents and their Satisfactory level 

 

Block wise status of Hospital and Private clinic facilities taken by 

households and their satisfactory level 

CD Block 

% of 

Household 

visit 

Hospitals 

% of 

Households 

visit private 

clinics 

Satisfactory % 

for health 

facilities in their 

locality 

Non Satisfactory 

% for health 

facilities in their 

locality 

Balurghat 78.29 21.71 73.65 23.35 

Banshihari 81.73 18.27 69.77 30.23 

Gangarampur 71.95 28.05 56.88 43.12 

Harirampur 83.67 16.33 71.55 28.45 

Hili 87.22 12.78 77.66 22.34 

Kumarganj 69.88 30.12 68.39 31.61 

Kushmandi 74.39 25.61 71.99 28.01 

Tapan 81.37 18.63 64.88 35.12 

   Source: Field Survey:2015-17 

 

Figure 5.9 Block wise status of Hospital and Private Clinic facilities taken by 

households and their satisfactory level 
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The above table shows the picture of status of households visit to hospitals and 

to private clinics and the satisfactory level for health facility in their locality. The 

primary data collected during field visit stated that 87.22 percent households visited to 

hospitals in Hili block whereas the lowest percentage is 69.88 in Kumarganj. When 

they asked why not they visit to hospitals most of households have informed about the 

poor conditions of hospitals and also informed about the lack of ambulance facilities. 

Some people informed that when they visit hospitals with patient they have to wait for 

doctors and no proper treatment within short period of time. The household survey also 

reflect that 77.66 percent households were satisfied to hospitals facilities in Hili block 

whereas only 56.88 percent households were satisfied to said facilities in Gangarampur 

Block. 

Table 5.11 Block-wise Status of No. of Death up to 5 years, 2011 

Name of C.D Block No. of death up to 5 years 

Balurghat 18 

Banshihari 48 

Gangarampur 46 

Harirampur 58 

Hili 11 

Kumarganj 88 

Kushmandi 23 

Tapan 72 

      Source: District Statistical Handbook, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011. 
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The above parameter is one of the most important fact which signify the 

nutritional food supply in an area. The death up to five years influence on whole age 

sex structure of an area. In most of rural areas due to poor family income parents 

become unable to provide adequate nutrition to their children and because of this reason 

within short period of time of born children become sacked and a fallen down in respect 

of health status. According to 2011 census Kumarganj block stands first position and 

this is too much deprivative.  In that case the number is lower in Hili Block. If we 

correlate this observation to satisfactory level in Hili block, then we can imagine a 

developing status in this aspect in said block. 

Table 5.12 No of death up to 5 years; 2001 & 2011 

Name of C.D 

Block 

No of death 

up to 5 years 

2001 

No of death up to 5 

years 2011 

Changing status in 

number of Death 

from 2001 to 2011 

Balurghat 23 18 5 

Banshihari 51 48 3 

Gangarampur 42 46 -4 

Harirampur 62 58 4 

Hili 17 11 6 

Kumarganj 96 88 8 

Kushmandi 27 23 4 

Tapan 79 72 7 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur, 2011 

 

Figure 5.11 Number of death up to 5 years in 2001 and 2011 census year 
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 Figure 5.12 The Changing trends of Death up to 5 years from 2001 to 2011 

The changing status in number of death from 2001 to 2011 indicates that kumarganj 

stand first for the positive change i.e. the declining trend of death up to five years from 

2001 to 2011 whereas Gangarampur has a negative change that means the number of 

death has raised during 2001 to 2011.The above diagram shows the trend of death up 

to five years during 2001 to 2011. The death during this period indicates social welfare 

as well as level of income of family to some extent and it leads to the overall status of 

socio economic development. 

5.6 Status of Educational Infrastructure 

 Educational infrastructure provides an opportunity to be educated and which is 

the basis of all development and this is one of the most important factor for the society 

upliftment. From the primitive stage to the modern advanced stage for the women and 

all round human resource development. This factor may be analyzed based on certain 

selected indicators. In this study, i have selected the number of primary school, number 

of enrollment in primary school, teacher student ratio in primary school and some as to 

the secondary and higher secondary school. I have also selected number of colleges and 

universities for higher study infrastructure. Mass literacy centers, number of public 

libraries have also taken into account for better understanding about the studies of adult 

education. 
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Table 5.13 Status of Educational Institution 

Status of Educational Institution 

CD Block 

No of 

Primary 

School, 

2001 

No of 

High 

School, 

2001 

No of 

Higher 

Secondary 

School, 

2001 

No of 

Primary 

School, 

2011 

No of 

High 

School, 

2011 

No of 

Higher 

Secondary 

school, 

2011 

Balurghat 
217 25 5 195 14 17 

 

Banshihari 
97 8 3 78 6 11 

 

Gangarampur 
164 11 7 133 7 10 

 

Harirampur 
87 8 2 92 7 8 

 

Hili 
72 7 3 72 7 4 

 

Kumarganj 
138 11 5 139 17 12 

 

Kushmandi 
141 12 4 141 10 11 

 

Tapan 
200 12 4 202 10 9 

 

Total 1116 94 33 1052 78 82 

Source: Source: District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur,2001 and 2011 

 

 

Figure 5.13 No of Primary School; 2001 & 2011 
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Figure 5.14 No. of High School; 2001 & 2011 

 

 

 Figure 5.15 No of Higher Secondary School; 2001 & 2011 
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become reduced from 2001 to 2011 census. In respect of High Secondary Institution, 

excluding Kumarganj block in all other blocks the number of Secondary Institution has 

also reduced. If we study the above table carefully then we can have said that the total 

number of primary institution in study area was 1116 in 2001 but it declined to 1052 in 

2011. The same observation is found in case of High school i.e. total number of High 

School in 2001 was 94 but it reduced to 78 in 2011 but in case of Higher Secondary 

Institution I have found a very important and significant result. The total number of 

Higher Secondary Institution in 2001 census was only 33 but it has increased to 82 

almost over 50% institution has increased during 2001 to 2011. The in Balurghat Block 

the percentage of growth of Higher Secondary Institution is higher followed by 

Kumarganj, Banshihari/Kushmandi.  

To find out the overall Status of Primary Education the researcher has computed 

the Z-Score values which have been shown in the following table - 

Table 5.14 Block-Wise Distribution of Primary Schools 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
No. of Primary 

School 
Z-Score Value 

1 Balurghat 195 1.28 

2 Banshihari 78 -1.08 

3 Gangarampur 133 0.03 

4 Harirampur 92 -0.80 

5 Hili 72 -1.20 

6 Kumarganj 139 0.15 

7 Kushmandi 141 0.19 

8 Tapan 202 1.43 

       

Source: Computed and Compiled by Researcher. 

To find out the proper zonation of the presence of primary institution researcher 

have studied "Z" Score method and reached to the finding that the blocks which lie 

above the mean average are designated as high developed zones i.e.  
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The teacher student ratio of higher secondary is more or less same in Banshihari 

and Hili blocks i.e. accounts for 2.16% and 2.05% respectively, whereas in 

Gangarampur C.D. block, it is found as 0.54% which is lowest in the district.  

 

Map 5.1 Block-Wise Distribution of Primary Schools (based on Z- Score) 

 

 The teacher student ration is higher in Balurghat Block in Primary education in 2001 

census and this position had remained same in case of 2011 census. This ratio in High 

School is higher in Hili Block in 2001 census whereas it is higher in Kumarganj Block 

in 2011 census. In case of Higher Secondary Institution this ratio is higher in Balurghat 

in 2001 census and it is higher in Banshihari in 2011 census. 

 



103 
 

Table 5.15 Teacher-Student Ratio of Different Levels of Education; 2001 & 2011 

 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur,2001,2011. 

 

5.7 Electricity 

In respect of the present electrified Mouza, Balurghat block comes first i.e. the 

total number of electrified Mouza are 296 which is 18.62% to the total Mouza of the 

district. If we see the most backward C.D. block in terms of Mouza electrified then Hili 

must be mentioned backward and out of 1590, only 78 Mouza have been electrified till 

the current date i.e. 49%. 

Out of 8 C.D. blocks Balurghat, Kumarganj, Kushmandi and Tapan contribute 

more than 60% of electrified Mouza to the whole district. The standard of living of this 

study area reflected by the consumption of power or the electricity which is one of the 

basic infrastructure for agriculture, irrigation, water lifting and other household 

industries. 

 

 

 

Name of 

C.D Block 

Teacher 

Student 

Ratio in 

Primary 

School, 

2001 

Teacher 

Student 

Ratio in 

High 

school, 

2001 

Teacher 

Student 

Ratio in 

Higher 

Secondary 

School, 

2001 

Teacher 

Student 

Ratio in 

Primary 

School, 

2011 

Teacher 

Student 

Ratio in 

High 

School, 

2011 

Teacher 

Student Ratio in 

Higher 

Secondary 

School, 2011 

Balurghat 2.61 1.93 0.022 4.7 0.95 1.15 

Banshihari 2.15 1.62 0.013 4.3 0.43 2.16 

Gangarampur 1.97 1.40 0.014 4.13 0.4 0.54 

Harirampur 1.74 2.15 0.015 3.65 0.32 1.4 

Hili 2.21 2.55 0.020 3.88 0.76 2.05 

Kumarganj 2.05 1.62 0.020 4.42 1.04 1.61 

Kushmandi 1.83 1.22 0.019 3.79 0.51 1.4 

Tapan 1.93 1.63 0.014 4.51 0.7 1.14 
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Table 5.16 Number of Electrified Mouza; 2001 & 2011 

Nam of C.D 

Block 

No. of Electrified Mouza in 

2001 
No. of Electrified Mouza in 2011 

Balurghat 210 296 

Banshihari 82 157 

Gangarampur 141 203 

Harirampur 82 143 

Hili 60 78 

Kumarganj 140 215 

Kushmandi 194 228 

Tapan 156 270 

Total 1065 1590 

Source: District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur,2001 and 2011 

        

          

  Figure 5.16 No of Electrified Mouza; 2001 & 2011 

  

Number of electrified Mouza has increased from 2001 to 2011. This Picture 
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of the important infrastructure i.e. power supply but there is a little bit of variation 

throughout the study area. 

To find out the disparity in distribution of Electrified Mouza researcher 

calculated Z-Score Value and for better depiction of the results the following map has 

been prepared based on Z-Score Values given below.  

 

Table 5.17 Block-Wise No. of Electrified Mouza 

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

No. of Electrified 

Mouza 

Z-Score 

Value 

1 Balurghat 296 1.37 

2 Banshihari 157 -0.59 

3 Gangarampur 203 0.06 

4 Harirampur 143 -0.79 

5 Hili 78 -1.71 

6 Kumarganj 215 0.23 

7 Kushmandi 228 0.41 

 8 Tapan 270 1.01 

        Source: Computed and Compiled by Researcher 

The primary data collected from the field survey indicates that 77.89% 

households of Balurghat informed that they have electricity whereas 48.79% 

households of Hili block responded the presence of electricity. The following table 

No.5.18 showing the detail scenario of lighting as well as the presence of electricity in 

the surveyed households. 
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Map 5.2 Block wise distribution of Electrified Mouza, based on Z score  

(Dakshin Dinajpur District) 

 

Table 5.18 Block-Wise Electrified / Non-Electrified Respondents Household 

Name of C.D Block Electricity No-Electricity  

Balurghat 77.89 22.11 

Banshihari 61.23 38.77 

Gangarampur 59.22 40.78 

Harirampur 58.79 41.21 

Hili 48.79 51.21 

Kumarganj 63.25 36.75 

Kushmandi 68.55 31.45 

Tapan 71.39 28.61 

Source: Compiled by researcher from Household Field Data. 
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Figure 5.17 Block-Wise Electrified/non electrified sample households 

Household survey depicted the picture that Hili Block is more regressive in respect of 

electricity supply whereas Balurghat Block is more progressive in the same aspect. 

5.8 Status of Drinking Water Facilities 

Safe drinking water is the basic requirement of every human being for not only 

for their livelihood but also any other daily activities. The access to the clean water may 

reduce the vulnerability of some kind of waterborne diseases. In present study area 

Balurghat block has the highest percentage share i.e. 19.34% of Mouza having safe 

drinking water facilities. On the other hand, In Hili block only 5.13% Mouza have 

access to safe drinking water facility. 

Table 5.19 Mouza Having Drinking Water Facilities 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
No. of Mouzas with 

Drinking water facilities Z-Score Value 

1 Balurghat 309 1.51 

2 Banshihari 156 -0.61 

3 Gangarampur 202 0.031 

4 Harirampur 145 -0.76 

5 Hili 82 -1.63 

6 Kumarganj 206 0.087 

7 Kushmandi 228 0.39 

8 Tapan 270 0.97 

Source: Computed by Researcher. 
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Map 5.3 Block-wise Distribution of Drinking Water Facility 

 

Primary data collected from the household survey shows the following sources 

of drinking water facilities in the study area. 

Table 5.20 Block-Wise Sources of Drinking Water in the Respondents 

Households 

Name of C.D Block Tube Well Deep Tube Well Others 

Balurghat 32.56 14.96 52.48 

Banshihari 35.62 16.75 47.63 

Gangarampur 50.26 5.84 43.9 

Harirampur 46.05 13.33 40.62 

Hili 58.42 20.4 20.76 

Kumarganj 18.91 6.27 74.82 

Kushmandi 44.6 12.84 42.56 

Tapan 13.05 25 61.95 

 Source: Field Survey:2015-17 
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5.9 Status of Irrigation 

Dakshin Dinajpur district is basically a rural district and the basis of economy 

is primarily dependent on agriculture. Irrigation facility is one of the most important 

input for the better agricultural production. The major sources of irrigation are of this 

district are tank irrigation, river lift irrigation, open dug well etc. The data from the 

census abstract shows that Tapan block has the highest number of tanks for irrigation 

followed by Hili, Gangarampur, Kumarganj and Kushmandi block. Banshihari has the 

lowest number of tanks used for irrigation. And the percentage share of Tapan to the 

total tank irrigation is 24.91% on the other hand Banshihari has the lowest percentage 

share of i.e. 4.34% to the total tank irrigation. River lift irrigation is also important 

sources irrigation in the agricultural sector of the district. Out of total number of RLI 

i.e. 246 only 60 number has accounted for Gangarampur block which is the highest 

percentage share i.e. 24.39% whereas Harirampur and Hili both accounted for the 

lowest percentage share i.e. 0.81% for each C.D. block to total RLI facilities. 

The following table shows the distribution of River Lift Irrigation in the Study Area. 

Table 5.21 Block-Wise No. of RLI in Dakshin Dinajpur District 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block No. of RLI 

1 Balurghat 42 

2 Banshihari 34 

3 Gangarampur 60 

4 Harirampur 2 

5 Hili 2 

6 Kumarganj 49 

7 Kushmandi 24 

8 Tapan 33 

    Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011. 

5.10 Banking Facilities 

Total number of banks in the district of Dakshin Dinajpur is 29, out of which 

24.14% is situated in Balurghat C.D. block and it is highest in percentage in the district. 

In other hand Harirampur, Hili and Kumarganj C.D. blocks have the lowest percentage 

share i.e. 6.89% in each block. Primary information collected during the survey denotes 

the fact that a remarkable number of population have an access to the banking service 

due to the presence of different rural development schemes of central and state Govt. 
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The following table shows the block-wise distribution of various Banking services in 

the District of Dakshin Dinajpur. 

                        Table 5.22 Block-Wise Distribution of Various Banking Services 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
Gramin 

Bank(%) 

Co-operative  

Societies(%) 

1 Balurghat 24.14 24.92 

2 Banshihari 13.79 13.42 

3 Gangarampur 13.79 13.74 

4 Harirampur 6.90 5.75 

5 Hili 6.90 5.75 

6 Kumarganj 6.90 8.31 

7 Kushmandi 13.79 13.10 

8 Tapan 13.79 15.02 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011 

In case of the presence of co-operative societies Balurghat block shares the 

highest percentage i.e. 24.92% whereas Harirampur and Hili both shares 5.75% each 

and it is the lowest percentage share of the district. Regarding Gramin Bank highest is 

recorded in Block Balurghat i.e. 24.14%, whereas Harirampur, Hili and Kumarganj has 

the lowest share i.e. 6.90%. 

5.11 Metal Road Length 

Surface road i.e. road transport is the only means of communication among 

villages and towns within the District, no such other transportation facilities available 

in the District. This why surface road is very important medium of transportation and 

communication. The following table shows the surface road length distribution 

throughout District. 

From the below table it is clear that highest surface road length is observed in 

Tapan Block i.e. 22.19% and the lowest is recorded in Hili Block i.e. 2.70%. The 

following Map prepared on the basis of Z-score calculation is clearly depict the 

distribution Blocks above Mean level and below Mean level.  
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Table 5.23 Block-Wise Metal Road Length 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block Metal Road Length(%) 

1 Balurghat 11.40 

2 Banshihari 14.23 

3 Gangarampur 16.84 

4 Harirampur 7.70 

5 Hili 2.70 

6 Kumarganj 11.70 

7 Kushmandi 13.25 

8 Tapan 22.19 

Source: District Statistical Handbook, 2011 

 

Map 5.4 Block-wise Distribution of Metal Road, Dakshin Dinajpur District 
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From the above map it is clear that only Tapan Block has the higher percentage of road 

length among all Blocks, Balurghat, Kumarganj, Banshihari and Kushmandi has the 

average road length and the least is recorded in Harirampur, Hili and Gangarampur. 

5.12 Status of Economic Conditions 

The overall economic status of the study area has been measured on the basis of 34 

selected indicators. These indicators may reflect the overall economic well as 

infrastructural facilities provided among the various blocks. These indicators cover 

almost all the aspects. The selection of these indicators has been done to keep the fact 

in mind that, these will show the overall status and its spatial variation of economic 

infrastructural facility available among the various C.D. blocks. 

The said 34 indicators have been weighted by dividing each value of each block by the 

mean value of all the C.D. block for that particular indicator. After that composite index 

(CI) for each block has been calculated by the formula mentioned earlier. 

CI value= ∑𝑊𝑖𝑗/𝑁 

Where, Wij = weight of the indicators of j block 

                N = The total number of indicators of j block 

Wij = Vij /  ͞𝑋𝑖 

Where, Wij = weight of the indicator of the j block 

Vij = value of ith  indicator of j block 

͞𝑋𝑖 = mean value of i indicator for the whole district 

 

 

The basis of the CI value the overall status of economic development may be 

summarized in such a manner that the highest CI value refers to the high level of 

economic development, and given the rank 1 and second highest given the rank 2 and 

so on respectively. In this way the lowest CI value indicates the low level of economic 

development. In study area Balurghat block has the highest CI value and it reflect the 

high level of economic development but Hili block associated with the low level of 

economic development as the CI value is lower among all other blocks. 
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Table 5.24 Co-efficient of Rank of Economic Indicators  

based on Kendall’s Rank Coefficient Method 
 

Name of C.D. 

Block 

Composite Index (CI) 

Value of Economic 

Status 

Rank 
Kendall’s Rank Co-

efficient Value 

Balurghat 1.57 1 0.03 

Banshihari 0.91 5 0.15 

Gangarampur 0.99 4 0.12 

Harirampur 0.80 7 0.21 

Hili 0.72 8 0.24 

Kumarganj 1.00 3 0.09 

Kushmandi 0.90 6 0.18 

Tapan 1.13 2 0.06 

 

According to Kendall method, there are the four economic development Zones, 

which have been formulated on the basis of calculated coefficient value. The coefficient 

value and the development zones have given in the following table. 

Table 5.25 Block-Wise Status of Economic Conditions, 2011 

Co-efficient Value 
Economic Conditions 

Status 
Name of C.D. Block 

< 0.08 High Balurghat, Tapan 

0.08-0.13 Moderately High Kumarganj, Gangarampur 

0.13-0.18 Moderately Low Banshihari, Kushmandi 

>0.18 Low Harirampur , Hili 

Source: Compiled by Researcher 
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Map 5.5 Block-wise Economic conditions ,2011 of Dakshin Dinajpur District 

As per Kendall’s rank coefficient index method the whole district has been 

divided under four economic developmental zones, which are given below: 

High Level Economic Status  

Balurghat and Tapan blocks are falling under this category with coefficient 

index value 0.03 and 0.06 respectively. These Blocks are comparatively advanced in 

economic sectors because of the locational advantage. This level shared 25% among all 

C.D Blocks in the district. 

Moderately High Level Economic Status  

 Gangarampur and Kumarganj are the C.D. block coming under this category 

with coefficient index value of 0.09 and 0.12 respectively. This category has a total 

share of 25% among all C.D Blocks. This Blocks could do better in Economic aspect 

if proper care is given in the respective weaker sections. 

Moderately Low Level Economic Status 

 Banshihari and Kushmandi are the Blocks falling under this zone. These two 

blocks are border blocks surrounded by Bangladesh. Their Coefficient index values are 
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0.15 and 0.18 respectively. Under this category two blocks are coming i.e.25% of all 

C.D. Blocks.  

Low Level Economic Status 

 Under this category rest 2 blocks are coming, viz. Harirampur (0.21) and Hili 

(0.0.24). Harirampur is the block which is situated far away from district headquarter 

i.e. 70 KM from Balurghat. Beside this the block is far behind in education, social 

infrastructure from the average of the district. Only 25% C.D Blocks are designated as 

blocks with low level economic development. 

5.13 Level of Economic Development 

To find out the disparity in economic development the researcher calculated and 

prepared Block wise disparity map based on composite mean Z- Score method. 

Table 5.26 Block-Wise Composite Mean Z- Score values of Economic Development 

Serial No. Name of C.D. Block 
Composite Mean Z-

Score 

1 Balurghat 0.80 

2 Banshihari -0.29 

3 Gangarampur -0.14 

4 Harirampur -0.48 

5 Hili -0.62 

6 Kumarganj 0.11 

7 Kushmandi -0.07 

8 Tapan 0.41 

 
Table 5.27 Block-Wise Level of Economic Development 

                     (Based on Composite Z-Score) 

Composite Mean Z-

Score 

Level of Economic 

Development 
Name of C.D. Blocks 

>0.46 High Balurghat 

0.46 to 0.10 Medium Kumarganj, Tapan 

0.01 to -0.26                     Low 
Gangarampur, 

Kushmandi 

<-0.26 Very Low 
Banshihari, Harirampur , 

Hili 

 



116 
 

 

Map 5.6 Block-wise Level of Economic Development ,2011 

As per the Composite Z- Score method the whole region has been divided into 

following 4 zones- 

High Economic Status Region 

Balurghat is the only block coming under this category and showing 

comparatively higher social level of development among all other blocks. The primary 

observation for the fact is that Balurghat is the district headquarter with highest level 

of economic infrastructure. 

 Medium Economic Status Region: Tapan and Kumarganj are falling under 

this category as their economic development is moderately high among all blocks. This 

are just the mediocre in respect of economic indicators. 

Low Economic Status Region 

Kushmandi, Gangarampur blocks are coming under this developmental zone as 

these are the boarder blocks adjacent to Bangladesh and economic infrastructure 

provided in these blocks are poorer than states average. Out of all the Blocks 37.5% 

Blocks are coming under this category. 

Very Low Economic Status Region 
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Harirampur, Hili and Banshihari blocks are coming under this zone showing 

least development in Economic sector among all blocks in the districts. Harirampur is 

the farthest C.D. block from district headquarter with Balurghat and with highest 

concentration of Muslim population and Hili is the border block with Bangladesh 

international border also least developed among all blocks in economic sectors. 

5.14 Temporal Change of Economic Status 

The following table showing the block-wise Temporal variations of Economic 

indicators of the district- 

Table 5.28 Block Level CI Values of Economic Status; 2001 & 2011 

Source: Computed by Researcher 

The value shows that there is a slight upgradation of all the blocks in respect of 

economic development indices and among those Balurghat got the highest momentum 

of economic growth from 2001 to 2011 by 33% and least growth is observed in 

Gangarampur Block i.e. only 1% from 2001 to 2011.  

Serial 

No. 

Name of C.D. 

Block 
CI Value of 2001 CI Value of 2011 

1 Balurghat 1.24 1.57 

2 Banshihari 0.79 0.91 

3 Gangarampur 0.98 0.99 

4 Harirampur 0.71 0.80 

5 Hili 0.67 0.72 

6 Kumarganj 0.88 1.00 

7 Kushmandi 0.88 0.90 

8 Tapan 1.05 1.13 
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Figure 5.18 Temporal Change of Composite Index Values of Economic Status 

(2001-2011) 

5.15 Conclusion 

From the above discussion it is clear that there is a remarkable disparity in the 

level of economic development among various C.D. Blocks. As per the composite index 

values of the Year 2001 and 2011 both times Balurghat Block has the highest level of 

development among all other Blocks. This is due to the locational advantage of 

Balurghat Block as this the District Head Quarter is situated in Balurghat. For both the 

Census years Hili Block got the lowest composite index i.e. 0.67 and 0.72 in the year 

2001 and 2011. The other Blocks have more or less medium range of development. 

Some demographic as well as other factors are responsible for overall development of 

the District. If policy maker or planners would like to make equalize the economic 

development among all Blocks and then adequate measures to be taken carefully and 

consciously in this regard. 
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Chapter - VI 

Analysis of Level of Socio-Economic Development 

6.1 Introduction 

 Regional disparities in socio-economic conditions are primarily the result of 

lack of uniform development of institutional and technological parameters that are 

needed to achieve transformation of society for the betterment. Thus the social reality 

is a reflection of operation of institutional and technological factors at different levels. 

Specially, the spread and assimilation of better technologies plays an important role as 

in course of time it can significantly modify and upgrade the socio-cultural milieu. But 

in reality in the present context technological development remains generally limited to 

a few developed regions, leaving other regions under developed. The latter usually have 

to do with traditional technologies and are thus unable to satisfactorily satisfy the needs 

of the growing population. Thus the spatial patterns of disparities between developed 

and underdeveloped regions continue to persist relatively even though in absolute terms 

considerable development may have taken place in the underdeveloped region. We 

may, therefore, state that the socio-economic development of the developed regions is 

often at the cost of increasing underdevelopment of other regions. The Socio Economic 

Status of an area denotes a very comprehensive issue on the overall status of socio-

economic well-being related to daily life conditions, society forms and customs, status 

of backwardness of society, service and working conditions and others facilities which 

are important for upgrading our society and the economy. The socio Economic 

conditions reflect a holistic view of life style and vase-versa. This is the combined 

parameter of social and economic aspects which provide the entire basic and developed 

infrastructure to individual for making their life more comfortable and also could adjust 

with the passage of time. A better life requires a developed society and a developed 

society results into the better economic status.  

In this study Researcher has selected some social and Economic indicators to 

find out the overall status of Socio-Economic Development in Study area and also to 

observe the regional variation of Socio-Economic status throughout the region. The 

value of composite Index based on weighted score method have applied to access the 

result for 2001 as well as 2011 data. A temporal variation of Socio-Economic Status 
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has been analysed on the basis of CI value and the whole district has been categorized 

as different developmental zones to find out the micro level backward regions. 

6.2 Analysis of Composite Index (C.I) Values of Social Status 

The following table showing the C.I values of social indicators of various 

Community Development Blocks for the year 2001 and 2011: 

Table 6.1 The Social Status based on CI Values; 2001 & 2011 

Source: Compiled by Researcher. 

 

           Figure 6.1 Composite Index (C.I) Value of Social Status; 2001 & 2011 
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Name of CD 

Block 

Sum of 

weight of 

Social 

indicators, 

2001 

CI Value for 

Social 

Indicators, 

2001 

Sum of weight 

of Social 

indicators, 

2011 

CI value for 

Social 

Indicators, 

2011 

Balurghat 20.72 1.30 19.43 1.21 

Banshihari 13.51 0.84 14.51 0.91 

Gangarampur 17.66 1.10 17.44 1.09 

Harirampur 12.90 0.81 13.29 0.83 

Hili 11.56 0.72 12.48 0.78 

Kumarganj 15.25 0.95 15.25 0.95 

Kushmandi 16.08 1.00 16.27 1.02 

Tapan 20.32 1.27 19.32 1.21 
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In 2001 the Balurghat Block holds the first position in respect of Composite 

Index Value for social aspect. This block is more or less advanced in respect of social 

status rather than other blocks. The total Composite weight of this block has been 

calculated as 20.72 and the CI value has been estimated at 1.30 in 2001 but the value 

has declined to 19.43 and 1.21 in 2011. The Hili Block has the lowest Weighted Score 

and CI value i.e. 11.56 in 2001 but it has increased to 12.48 in 2011. This Block is 

approaching a little bit of development whereas a deprivative result is found in case of 

Balurghat Block from 2001 to 2011. The Infrastructural development with relation to 

the growth of population may be identical factors in this context. With the growth of 

population, the infrastructural development is very essential for the balanced 

development of economy as well as society.  The above figure also indicates that in 

Tapan the CI value has also reduced from 1.27 in 2001 to 1.21 in 2011. This is also the 

considerable matter in respect of Social aspect for Tapan Block.  Other block has the 

average status in respect of social status from 2001 to 2011. 

6.3. Analysis of Composite Index (C.I) Values of Economic Status 

Researcher has analysed the Status of Economic Development on the basis of 

CI value from 2001 to 2011. According to this parameter Balurghat Block holds the 

first position as it has the CI value 1.24 in 2001 and it increased to 1.57 in 2011. This 

picture indicates a positive view whereas Hili Block has the lowest CI value i.e. 0.67 in 

2001 and it approached to a hopeful direction i.e.  The CI value is 0.72 in 2011. This 

fact shows a little bit infrastructural development in the said block. There is a big 

disparity among the entire CD Blocks in respect of the economic conditions.  

Table 6.2 The Economic Status based on CI Values; 2001 & 2011 

 

Source: Compiled by Researcher. 

Name of C.D Block 

Sum of 

weight of 

Economic 

indicators, 

2001 

CI Value 

for 

Economic 

Indicators, 

2001 

Sum of 

weight of 

Economic 

indicators, 

2011 

CI value for 

Economic 

Indicators, 2011 

Balurghat 42.07 1.24 53.25 1.57 

Banshihari 26.91 0.79 31.01 0.91 

Gangarampur 33.48 0.98 33.49 0.99 

Harirampur 24.00 0.71 27.14 0.80 

Hili 22.93 0.67 24.55 0.72 

Kumarganj 29.79 0.88 34.02 1.00 

Kushmandi 30.01 0.88 30.68 0.90 

Tapan 35.81 1.05 38.59 1.14 
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Figure 6.2 Composite Index (C.I) Values of Economic Status; 2001 & 2011 

6.4 Analysis of Level of Socio-Economic Development 

For the better understanding of the Level of Socio-Economic Development of 

Dakshin Dinajpur District Reacher has combined the block wise total social weighted 

score with the block wise total economic weighted score and finally find out the 

Composite Index (C.I) value by dividing the total weighted score by the total no of 

indicators(i.e. social and economic together ).Finally, assigned the rank to each C.D 

Block based upon the value on Composite Index i.e. higher the C.I value higher the 

rank  and so on. After that coefficient of rank value has been derived by applying the 

Kendall’s coefficient ranking method and then categorise all 8 C.D Blocks into different 

Socio-Economic Developmental Zones. 

The composite Index value has been calculated on the basis of 2001 and 2011 

data. The following table shows the Temporal Composite Index Values of Socio-

Economic Development. From the Table it is clear that all the blocks have taken their 

same places in terms of socio-economic development over the decade i.e.2001-2011 
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Table 6.3 Socio-Economic Status based on CI Values; 2001 & 2011 

CD Block 

Sum of 

weight 

of Social 

indicator

s, 2001 

Sum 

of 

Weigh

ts of 

Econo

mic 

Indica

tor, 

2001 

Total 

Weigh

ted 

Score, 

2001 

Compos

ite 

Value of 

all 

blocks, 

2001 

Sum of 

weight 

of Social 

indicato

rs, 2011 

Sum of 

weight of 

Economi

c  

indicator

s, 2011 

Total 

Weighte

d Score, 

2011 

Compos

ite 

Value of 

all 

blocks, 

2011 

Balurghat 20.72 42.07 62.80 1.26 19.43 53.25 72.68 
1.45 

 

Banshihari 13.51 26.91 40.42 0.81 14.51 31.01 45.52 
0.91 

 

Gangarampur 17.66 33.48 51.14 1.02 17.44 33.49 50.93 
1.02 

 

Harirampur 12.90 24.00 36.90 0.74 13.29 27.14 40.43 
0.81 

 

Hili 11.56 22.93 34.49 0.69 12.48 24.55 37.02 
0.74 

 

Kumarganj 15.25 29.79 45.04 0.90 15.25 34.02 49.27 
0.99 

 

Kushmandi 16.08 30.01 46.09 0.92 16.27 30.68 46.95 
0.94 

 

Tapan 20.32 35.81 56.12 1.12 19.32 38.59 57.90 
1.16 

 

Source: Computed by author. 
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Figure 6.4 Growth Difference of CI value from 2001-2011 

Balurghat Block has the highest CI value i.e. 1.26 in 2001 and Hili Block has 

the lowest CI value i.e. 0.69 for the same year but if one looked at the value of 2011 

then the same status may be found i.e. Balurghat has the highest position followed by 

Hili Block. 

Table 6.4 The Block Level Growth of CI Values; 2001-2011 

Name of C.D Block 
CI Value 

of 2001 
CI Value, 2011 

Growth 

Difference 

Balurghat 1.26 1.45 
0.19 

 

Banshihari 0.81 0.91 
0.1 

 

Gangarampur 1.02 1.02 
0 

 

Harirampur 0.74 0.81 
0.07 

 

Hili 0.69 0.74 
0.05 

 

Kumarganj 0.9 0.99 
0.09 

 

Kushmandi 0.92 0.94 
0.02 

 

Tapan 1.12 1.16 0.04 

    

 Source: Computed by Researcher 
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                 Figure 6.5 Growth Difference of CI value from 2001 to 2011 

The above table shows that the CI value has grown almost in all blocks except 

Gangarampur. The highest growth rate is in Balurghat followed by Tapan. 

Gangarampur block has no change from 2001 to 2011. Kumarganj and Harirampur 

Block has almost same rate of change from 2001 to 2011. Hili and Kushmandi has the 

low rate of change from 2001 to 2011. 

Table 6.5 Block-wise Kendall’s Coefficient Index Values of Socio-Economic 

Development, 2011 

Name of C.D 

Block 

Socia

l 

Score 

Economi

c 

Score 

Socio-

Economic 

Composite 

Score 

C.I 

Value 
Rank 

Kendall’s  

rank 

Coefficient 

Index Value 

Balurghat 19.43 53.25 72.68 1.45 1 0.02 

Banshihari 14.51 31.01 45.52 0.91 6 0.12 

Gangarampur 17.44 33.49 50.93 1.02 3 0.06 

Harirampur 13.29 27.14 40.43 0.81 7 0.14 

Hili 12.48 24.55 37.03 0.74 8 0.16 

Kumarganj 15.25 34.02 49.27 0.99 4 0.08 

Kushmandi 16.27 30.68 46.95 0.94 5 0.10 

Tapan 19.32 38.59 57.91 1.16 2 0.04 

Source: Computed by Researcher 

0
0.02
0.04
0.06
0.08

0.1
0.12
0.14
0.16
0.18

0.2
G

o
w

th
 D

if
fe

re
n
ce

Name of C.D.Block

Growth Difference of Socio-Economic CI value from 2001 to 2011

Growth Difference



128 
 

According to Kendall method, there are the four Socio-Economic Development 

Zones, which have been formulated on the basis of calculated coefficient values. The 

co-efficient value and the development zones have been given in the following table. 

Table 6.6 Block-Wise Level of Socio-Economic Development 

Co-efficient 

Value 

Socio-Economic Development 

Level 
Name of C.D Block 

< 0.055 High Balurghat, Tapan 

0.055-0.090 Moderately High Kumarganj, Gangarampur 

0.090-0.125 Moderately Low Banshihari, Kushmandi 

>0.125 Low Harirampur , Hili 

   Source: Computed by the Researcher 

As per Kendall’s rank coefficient index method the whole district has been 

divided under 4 Socio-Economic developmental zones, which are given below- 

High Level Socio-Economic Status  

Balurghat and Tapan blocks are falling under this category with coefficient 

index value 0.02 and 0.04 respectively. These Blocks are comparatively advanced in 

Socio-economic sectors because of the locational advantage. Out of total 8 C.D Blocks 

only 2 Blocks are coming under this category i.e. only 25% of all Blocks. 

Moderately High Level Socio-Economic Status  

Gangarampur and Kumarganj are the C.D. block coming under this category 

with coefficient index values of 0.06 and 0.08 respectively. Under this category also 

25% C.D Blocks are falling. 

Moderately Low Level Socio-Economic Status 

  Banshihari and Kushmandi are the Blocks falling under this zone. These two 

blocks are border blocks surrounded by Bangladesh. Their Coefficient index values are 

0.10 and 0.12 respectively. This zone has also sharing 25% of the total C.D.Blocks. 

Low Level Socio-Economic Status 

Under this category rest 2 blocks are coming, viz. Harirampur (0.14) and Hili 

(0.16). Harirampur is the block which is situated far away from district headquarter i.e. 

70 km from Balurghat. Beside this the block is far behind in education, social 

infrastructure from the average of the district. Hili is bounded three sides by 

Bangladesh. The pressure of Migrated population from Bangladesh and bordering 
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boundaries pulling its Socio-economic development into the lower side.25% C.D Bocks 

are falling under this zone. 

 
Map 6.1 Block-Wise Level of Socio-Economic Development, 2011  

 

6.5 Disparity in the Level of Socio-Economic Development  

The following table showing the disparity of CI values of Socio-Economic 

composite scores for the year 2011: 

Table 6.7 Block-Level Disparities of CI Values, 2011 

Name of C.D Block 

Social 

Score 

2011 

Economic 

Score 

2011 

Socio-Economic 

Composite score 

2011 

C.I Value 

Balurghat 19.43 53.25 72.68 1.45 

Banshihari 14.51 31.01 45.52 0.91 

Gangarampur 17.44 33.49 50.93 1.02 

Harirampur 13.29 27.14 40.43 0.81 

Hili 12.48 24.55 37.03 0.74 

Kumarganj 15.25 34.02 49.27 0.99 

Kushmandi 16.27 30.68 46.95 0.94 

Tapan 19.32 38.59 57.91 1.16 

Source: Calculated by Researcher. 
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Table 6.8 Block-wise Composite Mean Z-Scores of Socio-Economic Development 

Serial 

No. 
Name of C.D. Block 

Composite Mean  Z-Score of Socio-

Economic Development 

1 Balurghat 0.74 

2 Banshihari -0.29 

3 Gangarampur -0.02 

4 Harirampur -0.53 

5 Hili -0.53 

6 Kumarganj 0.06 

7 Kushmandi -0.05 

8 Tapan 0.43 

Source: Calculated by Researcher. 

 

Table 6.9 Level of Socio-Economic Development  

(Based on Composite Mean Z- Score) 

Composite Mean Z-

Score 

Level of Socio-Economic 

Development 
Name of C.D. Blocks 

>0.43 High Balurghat 

 

 

0.43 to 0.11 Medium Tapan 

 

 

0.11 to -0.21 Low Gangarampur, 

Kumarganj, Kushmandi 

 

 

<-0.21 Very Low Banshihari, Harirampur, 

 

Hili 

Source: Calculated by Researcher. 
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Map 6.2 Disparity in the Level of Socio-Economic Development  

(Based on Composite Mean Z- Score) 

As per the Mean Composite Z-Score method the whole region has been divided into 

following 4 zones- 

High Socio-Economic Development Region 

  Balurghat is the only block coming under this category and showing 

comparatively higher Socio-Economic level of development among all other blocks. 

The primary observation for the fact is that Balurghat is the district headquarter with 

highest level of economic infrastructure and enjoying this status of developed Block 

only with Z score value of 0.74.  

Medium Socio-Economic Development Region 

 Tapan is falling under this category as its Socio-economic development is 

moderately high among all blocks. This are just the mediocre in respect of Socio-

Economic indicators with average growth with Z score value of 0.43. All other Blocks 

having low Z Score values. 
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Low Socio-Economic Development Region 

 Kumarganj, Gangarampur and Kushmandi blocks are coming under this 

developmental zone as these are the boarder blocks adjacent to Bangladesh and Socio-

economic infrastructure provided in these blocks are poorer than states average. Out of 

all the Blocks 37.5% Blocks are coming under this category. 

Very Low Socio-Economic Development Region 

Harirampur, Banshihari and Hili blocks are coming under this zone showing 

least development in Socio-Economic sector among all blocks in the districts. 

Harirampur is the farthest C.D. Block from district headquarter with Balurghat and with 

highest concentration of Muslim population and Hili is the border block with 

Bangladesh international border also least developed among all blocks in economic 

sectors. 

6.6 Relationship Between Socio-Economic Composite Index (CI) Values and      

      Population 

 

The Developmental status of Socio-Economic Condition is influenced by the 

distribution of population. It is generally argued that the population is not equally 

distributed throughout any region and population resource is correlated with Socio-

Economic Development and it is equally important to investigate the extent to which 

this relationship is in existence.  In present research, researcher has followed the Karl 

Pearson's Product moment correlation Coefficient method to estimate the relationship 

between CI value which is one of the identical aspect for Block-wise Socio-Economic 

Development and Population Distribution.  

The correlation coefficient has been estimated as +0.805 which indicates the 

positive and parametric correlation between CI value and Population Distribution. The 

correlation between two variables is found linear and it stated the fact that one variable 

which is dependent may be changed with the change of other variable which is 

independent. 

 The Student's "t" test method has been adopted here to signify the value. 
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Significance Test of Correlation Coefficient by Student "t" - test method 

Student 't’ test is a parametric test.In this research this technique has used to find 

out the value of "t" which may be or may not be significant at chosen significant level 

by assuming a null hypothesis and also alternative hypothesis. 

 

Dependent 

Variable 

Independen

t Variable 

Correlatio

n 

Coefficient 

Calculate

d "t" 

Value 

Critical or 

tabulated 

"t" value 

 

Degree 

of 

Freedom 

Significant/ 

Insignificant 

Null 

Hypothesis 

(H0) 

Alternati

ve 

Hypothe

sis 

(H1) 5% 1% 

Composite 

Index 

Value 

(CI Value) 

Percentage 

of 

Population 

Distribution 

0.805 3.332 1.94 3.14 6 Significant Rejected Accepted 

 

 

H0: Null Hypothesis 

Block-wise CI value and distribution of population are independent from each other 

and any association between these two variables is only by chance factor and not 

necessarily refers a significant association. 

H1: Alternative Hypothesis 

The Developmental status is associated with the distribution of population. The 

total population significantly impacts on the Human Resource which act upon the 

resource utilization.  So there exist an association between CI value of Socio-Economic 

Development and percentage distribution of population. 

Analysis 

The result of correlation between two variables is positive i.e. + 0.805 and 

stands significant at chosen significant level. The calculated value of "t" is greater than 

the tabulate value so the null hypothesis may be rejected. The conclusion may be given 

as there is a perfect positive relationship between the percentage distribution of 

population and CI value of the study area. 
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Figure 6.6 Relationship Between Socio-Economic Composite Index (CI) 

Values and Population, 2011 

 

6.7 Conclusion 

 From the above discussion it is very much clear that there is a wide disparity of 

Socio-Economic Development among various C.D Blocks of Dakshin Dinajpur 

District. The Temporal analysis also shows that marked variations exists among the 

Blocks. So, for the balanced growth and for egalitarian society as a whole a holistic 

approach is required to fulfil the development gap among various C.D Blocks in the 

District. Variations are there but it should have to be mitigated for the balance 

development of this small district otherwise other social problems will be coming up in 

the days to come. So, from the point of view of developmental planning the respective 

government should take proper steps specially the weaker sectors of socio-economic 

aspects that are needed on a case to case basis. 

 

 

y = 14.79x - 2.31

r=0.805

0

5

10

15

20

25

0 0.5 1 1.5 2

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 (
%

)

Socio-Economic Composite Index Values

Relationship Between Socio-Economic Composite Index (CI) 

Values and Population, 2011

Population (%)

Linear

(Population (%))



135 
 

References 

1. Bishnoi, Narendra K. and Ranjan Aneja. “Regional Variations of Socio-Economic 

Development in Haryana: A district Level Analysis”, Indian Journal of Regional 

Science, 40(2) 2008: 26-40. 

2. Census of India, Primary Census Abstract, Registrar general of India, New Delhi, 

2001. 

3. Debapriya, Aryashree  and Manmath Kumar Mohanty. “Inter-District Disparity in 

the Levels of Development in Education and Health Care Facilities: A Case of 

Orissa”, Indian Journal of Regional Science, 40(1) 2008: 118-123. 

4. Deka, Parag Kumar., and  Rongsen Longkumer , S., Socio-Economic 

Development  of Rural India-A Case Study, Adhyayan Publishers and Distributors, 

New Delhi, 2009. 

5. Govt. of  West Bengal , District Statistical Hand Book, Dakshin Dinajpur, Bureau 

of Applied Economics & Statistics, Govt. of  West Bengal, Kolkata,2008. 

6. Haldar, Sushil K. and Kajari  Roy. “Multidimensional Poverty in India: A State 

Level Study from 1981 to 2001”, Indian Journal of  Regional Science, 40(2) 2008: 

7-20. 

7. Hangaragi, S. S. “The Dimensions of Inter-Taluka Disparities in the Levels of 

Development of Old Bijapur District of Karnataka State”, Indian Journal of 

Regional Science, 40(2) 2008: 41-53. 

8. http://www.censusindia.gov.in 

9. Kar, Arabinda. ,(edt.), Kiratbhumi, Digital Graphics, Jalpaiguri, 2011. 

10. Nachimuthu V., Regional Economic Disparities in India, New Century 

Publications, New Delhi, 2009. 

11. Reddy, B.Sambi and Jayasree, K., “Levels of Living in North-East India in 

Reforms Era”, Journal of Rural Development, 27(1) 2008:1-18. 

12. Roy, Anirban, “Status of Human Development in the District of Puruliya”, 

Geographical Review of India, 70 (1), 2008: 80-95. 

13. Shinde, Dhanashri S. “Regional Inequalities in the Socio-Economic Status of 

Women in Maharashtra”, Indian Journal of Regional Science, 40(1) 2008: 109-

117. 

14. Shukla, Amitabh., Measurement of Regional Disparities, Deep & Deep 

Publications Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi,2012. 



136 
 

15. Shukla, Narendra., and Dixit, Dhruv, Socio-Economic Disparities in India, Anmol 

Publications Pvt.  Ltd., New Delhi, 2002. 

16. Shukla, N.D., Sharma, G.C., Mohan, Brij and Shukla, K.C., “Developing a Rural 

Economy through Non-Farm Employment: A Case Study of Arid Zones of 

Rajasthan”, Journal of Rural Development, 27(2) 2008: 295-310. 

17. Siddiqui, Giyasuddin, “Human Development in West Bengal: An Appraisal”, 

Geographical Review of India, 70(4), 2008: 403-416. 

18. Singh, Nabakumar Th, “Socio-Economic Development of the Hills of Manipur”, 

Geographical Review of India 70(3) 2008: 253-259. 

19. Strong F.W., Eastern Bengal District Gazetteers DINAJPUR, The Pioneer Press, 

Allahabad,1912. 

20. Yadav, R.N., “Socio-Economic Status of Sekhawati Region, Rajasthan”, 

Geographical Review of India, 70(4), 2008: 381-389.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



137 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER - VII 

PROBLEMS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



138 
 

Chapter-VII 

Problems and Recommendations 

7.1 Introduction  

  The objectives of the present research i.e. “A Study on Status of Socio- 

Economic Conditions of Dakshin Dinajpur District: A Geographical Analysis” is to 

identify the Status and level of development of various C.D Blocks based on Some 

major social and economic indicators and to identify the spatial as well as temporal 

pattern of development. And after going through the research work the researcher is 

coming up with some problems that exists among the various C.D Blocks as well as 

over the entire district. The district is one of the backward regions of entire state in 

terms of some social as well as economic aspects and the level of urbanization, 

industrialization is also very low throughout the district. Even today when the whole 

world is fast moving towards industrialization and the overall economy is shifting 

towards tertiary sector and the social structure is moving towards rapid urbanization, 

then the district of Dakshin Dinajpur is basically depending on agrarian economy. So, 

the status of population in terms of socio-economic perspective is clearly understood to 

all of us. A baseline survey over some selected villages on Socio-Economic status has 

been conducted by researcher to identify the major area of problems which need 

immediate government intervention and attention. The village level data identify the 

problems associated with the basic needs like electrification, sanitary conditions, and 

income source and income level, educational status, health facilities, housing 

conditions and so on. The secondary data has been used for analytical purpose and given 

the true direction for forward action. 

The following facts clearly states about some major issues spreading across the 

eight C.D. Blocks of the district as well as the district as a whole. These includes the 

major demographic, social, infrastructural and economic problems of the study area. 

7.2 Problems 

The Problems of the district has been divided under following categories 
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7.2.1 Smaller District 

The district is a smaller district having 2219 sq.km area and ranks 16th in state 

and 477th in India in terms of geographical area i.e. very small in terms of area. This is 

because big companies are not interested to establish their commercial set up for their 

small business hinterland and small volume of effective customer. 

7.2.2. Rural Dominant 

  The district has altogether 1631 villages and ranked 11 in state and 110 in India 

i.e. rural predominant district and only two Municipalities and the rate of urban 

population is 14.10% which is much lower than states average.e.31.87%. This means 

the opportunity for employability is low in service sectors. 

 7.2.3 Low Volume of Population 

  The district has a very low population i.e.1676276 as per census of India 2011 

and ranks 19th in State as well as 295 in India in terms of population. 

7.2.4 Sex- ratio 

Sex ratio of the district of Dakshin Dinajpur is 956 taking 7th rank in State and 

267th Rank in India. In case of rural sex-ratio the district scores 952 which is lower than 

that of states average i.e. 953 and ranks 12th in the state and 315th in the Country. This 

signifies that the rural population is still unaware about the importance of equality of 

sexes and women education is still at a neglected stage. 

7.2.5 Low Density of Population 

Density Regarding Density of population the district has 755 persons per sq.km 

amongst it 658 persons per sq.km is rural population density. The district ranks 14th as 

per overall population density in state and 149 in India. In case of rural population 

density, it ranks 12th in West Bengal and 114th in India. Population density signifies the 

pool factors available at a particular place. 

7.2.6 Low Decadal Growth of Population 

 Decadal growth of the district recorded for the last census year 2011 is 11.52% 

which is lower than the states average i.e.13.84%. The growth rate of rural population 

in the district is 10.23% higher than states average 7.68%. It ranks in the state 10th and 
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383th in India. Besides natural growth peoples are not ready to come and stay here as 

their permanent resident. 

7.2.7 Economically Active Population 

 The district has altogether 1070862 economically active populations as per 

census of India 2011 which ranks 19th in the state of west Bengal and 267th in India and 

rural economically active population occupies the rank17th in the State and 192nd in 

India. This figure signifies the job opportunities among the district as a whole. 

7.2.8 Migration  

In migration from Bangladesh is a common problem in this district since 

independence as three sides of the district is bordered by Bangladesh. This is putting 

immense pressure on population and social structure of the adjoin Blocks of the district.  

7.2.9 Level of Unemployment 

 Employment is one of the most significant issues in terms of the living 

conditions in Dakshin Dinajpur District. The rate of employment generation has been 

lower that the rate of growth of the total population. The job creation has shifted towards 

more casual and marginal work for both men and women. In Dakshin Dinajpur, the 

decline in the proportion of cultivators has been accompanied by an increase in the 

share of agricultural workers. 

7.2.10 Transportation-Roads and Railways 

One of the most important reasons for the backwardness of the district is the 

lack of road connectivity as already stated there is only one link road erstwhile State 

highway non 10 now converted into National Highway no 512 which connects the 

district with the rest of the state and the country. The length of the road network under 

the control of the public works department is approximately 350Km and the district 

ranks 18th in the state in respect of PWD surface road network. Railway service is also 

restricted and only one single line via Eklakhi is connected within the outer world. 

7.2.11 Irrigation  

The district is traversed by a number of potential rivers channels, canals and 

water bodies. Surprisingly, only 34.5% of the cultivable area is under irrigation network 

in the district. 
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7.2.12 Agriculture 

The paddy cultivation is gradually becoming costlier and the farmers’ prices are 

fluctuating. Jute, which issued to be grown in large quantum in the district, has lost its 

viability in the face of easy availability of substitute cheaper products. 

7.2.13 Industry 

The is no known initiative/interest among the people towards setting up of 

industries in the district. Conventional metallurgical and engineering industries are not 

viable, as the district has no mineral reserve. The modern industries like software 

technology and bio technology are a far cry as the district cannot provide logistic and 

technical manpower support. Only a few enterprising people have so far ventured 

outside the traditional rice mill and oil mill sectors. 

7.2.14 Physical Infrastructure  

 Health and Educational infrastructural problems are the major areas which 

leads to backwardness of some blocks of the district. There is also spatial variation 

among all C.D Blocks regarding this problem. 

7.2.15 Attitude of People 

  There also appears to be psychological barrier in the mindset of the people. He 

people in general appear to be contented with what they have got from ancestors. The 

agrarian society of the district is in general comparatively lazy and this is why peoples’ 

attitude towards doing something new is also a common problem among the residents 

of the district 

7.3 Recommendations  

Though the district has several problems but there are positive sides also 

through which the C.D Blocks in general and the district as a whole in particular could 

improve its various conditions which ultimately will lead to overall socio- economic 

development in the whole district. 

7.3.1 Agricultural Development 

The district is agriculturally rich there is surplus paddy and vegetable 

production in the district. The economy of the district is dependent on agriculture. The 
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availability of agricultural labour is also on the higher side. There are a well-structured 

and experienced agro-extension network services supported by Research and 

Development facilities. This could uplift the overall income of the farmers. So 

Attention must be paid on agricultural sector so that overall economic development 

could reach to a desired line through agricultural and allied activities. 

7.3.2 Water Resource 

The district is highly potential with surface water resources. Utilization of 

surface water can be effectively monitored for further development in agriculture sector 

thus reducing the thread to the shrinkage of ground water which is necessary for the 

security of safe drinking water. 

7.3.3 Agro-Industries 

There are also large opportunities in agro-based and agro-processing industries. 

Rice bran oil and paddy husk based industries and products offer veritable 

opportunities. Fruits and vegetable processing sectors also offer opportunities. What is 

needed is making the necessary logistic support available to the interested 

entrepreneurs. 

7.3.4 Health and Educational Infrastructure 

Govt. should provide adequate health and educational infrastructures among all 

C.D Blocks throughout the district so that every person should get access for the two 

basic needs of human wellbeing. Private organizations too should think into the matter 

carefully for their corporate social responsibility. 

7.3.5 Hili-The Largest Land port 

Hili is the second largest land port of the state located at in this district, products 

can be exported to Bangladesh and South-eastern Asian Countries through Bangladesh. 

Hili land port is so long serving that the interest of the exporters from outside that 

district and the state, with only a few locals making marginal gains as their agents. The 

opportunity is there for the local entrepreneurs to take advantage of this unique 

opportunity of having a land port in the district. 
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7.3.6 Handloom and handicrafts 

The district has a long tradition in handloom and handicrafts which have great 

consumer demand both in domestic and in export market. The Traditional strength of 

the district in these sectors should be more expanded through training, design and 

Research and Development support for the betterment in economic sector. 

7.3.7 Self-Help Group 

The district has registered substantial growth of employment for the women 

specially in the rural areas. There are presently about 5000 self-help groups in the 

district-most of which nearly 90% formed by the women. Most of the women SHGs 

are engaged in income generating and self-sustaining. This is empowering women as 

well as rural economy to some extent and could be beneficial if proper attention is given 

on this segment. 

7.3.8 Tourism 

The water bodies of the district are the envy of many others outside the district. 

This advantage required to be utilized to the fullest extent through development of 

pisciculture, social forestry along the embankments and conversion to tourist spots with 

boating and water sport facilities. This could be the alternative source of income and 

will be a boon to the economy of the district. Based on this rural tourism could get a 

new dimension. Hili border Tourism could have a huge potentiality.  

7.3.9 Cultural Harmony 

The district is culturally rich. There is a long tradition for pursuit of intellectual 

maturity. Social bindings are also very strong in a pro-active manner. Even being a 

bordering district, the people of the district maintain high standard of communal 

harmony and caste co-existence.  

7.3.10 Peace Loving People 

The people of the district are generally peace loving even being a border district, 

the evils of cross-border social problems are less. The migration has added to the 

population of the district, but at the same time it has a soothing effect. The people 

coming from Erstwhile undivided Dinajpur now in Bangladesh having lost their home 
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and hearth do not want to lose the same again and want to lead their lives peacefully in 

their adopted land. 

The above all recommendations are not only for the entire district but also for 

micro region like C.D. Blocks too. Because without proper development in 

demographic, educational and infrastructural sectors the overall development of any 

place could never be a reality for a region. 
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Chapter – VIII 

Summary and Conclusion 

8.1 Summary 

The present study is a comprehensive pursuit that has been taken by researcher 

to explore the Socio-Economic status of rural areas in Dakshin Dinajpur District and to 

investigate the Inter-regional disparities in Socio Economic aspects and also an 

approach for inclusive planning for the future development of this area. After designing 

the research hypothesis researcher has tried to set up the objectives and required 

methods for the study. The analysis has based on some empirical study with the help of 

quantitative and qualitative approach. The study may contribute some basic knowledge 

about the Socio-Economic status of the study area and hoped that this criterion of study 

may be referred for the Socio-Economic Status study of any region.  

After going through the detail investigation and observation and coming to the 

end of this study the researcher has summarized the thesis in the following manner: 

1)  Dakshin Dinajpur, one of the backward district of west Bengal is influenced by the 

International Border as it bounded three sides by Bangladesh border. It has a greater 

significance of multi ethnicity composition of population. 

 

2)  This District has a total number of eight Community Developmental Blocks and two 

Subdivisions, eight Panchayat Samities, 65 GPs, 929 Gram Sansad, 1638 Mouzas and 

1579 inhabited villages with a total rural population of 1676276 (As per 2011 census) 

 

3)  The total area of this district has been recorded as 2219 sq. km which is 2.5% of total 

State area and ranked 16 in the entire state and 477 in India in terms of Geographical 

area of the District. 

 

4)  In first chapter, Researcher has tried to explain the basic information of the study such 

as location of the study area, Significance of the study, Objectives and data sources of 

the study and methodologies adopted for the study. The researcher also mentioned some 

notable researcher work in the form of literature review associated with the study. 
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5)  The second chapter entitled as “Physical and Socio Economic background of study 

area” has demonstrated the basic physical aspects of study area such as physiography, 

drainage, climate, Soil, Natural vegetation and on the other hand some socio economic 

background like Demography, Education, Caste composition, Occupational structure, 

Economic Structure and transport and communication. 

 

6)  The third chapter has introduced about the basic concept of Indicators, historical 

background of Indicator movement, Position of various socio economic developmental 

indicator of India, characteristics of Indicators and expressed the way for selecting the 

required Indicators for achieving the objectives of the present study. The Indicators 

have been classified in two heads i.e. Social Indicators and Economic Indicators. 

Altogether the researcher has taken a total number of fifty Indicators to clearly identify 

the Social as well as Economic Status of the Study area. 

 

7)   In fourth chapter, the researcher has analyzed the social status of study area and 

measured its various dimension taking some social and demographic indicators like 

population density, sex ratio, marital status, literacy, caste composition, religious 

composition etc. Researcher has also adopted the help of the primary data which have 

been collected from field survey and finally researcher has classified the whole region 

into four developmental zones based on the Social composite index values. Balurghat 

and Tapan blocks are falling under the category of High level status whereas 

Harirampur and Hili blocks are listed under the least developed status. The rest four 

blocks i.e. Gangarampur, Kushmandi and Kumarganj, Banshihari blocks have been 

categorized as moderately high and moderately low social status respectively. 

 

8) In fifth chapter, “Measurement of Economic Status” the researcher has explained the 

overall status of economic condition of study area. This chapter vividly illustrates the 

status of working population and non-working population, status of health 

infrastructure, status of educational infrastructure, irrigation facilities, power supply, 

drinking water facilities, banking facilities, and transport and communication system. 

The researcher has calculated the Composite Index values and finally represented the 

result by using Kendall’s rank Coefficient Index Method and the categorized the whole 

region into different Economic Developmental zones namely High, Moderately High, 

Moderately Low and Low. Like social aspect, Balurghat and Tapan has categorized as 



148 
 

High developmental category among all the eight CD Blocks and Harirampur and Hili 

blocks are found to be low developed zones in terms of Economic aspects. Rest four 

blocks namely Kumarganj, Gangarampur and Banshihari, Kushmandi are demarcated 

as moderately high and Moderately Low Economically Developed Blocks.  

 

9) The sixth chapter mainly focused on the overall Socio Economic Development of the 

study area based on combined Composite Index values following Kendal’s Ranking 

Coefficient Method and Mean Composite “Z” Score Method. This Chapter has also 

encompassed the temporal variation of the combined Composite Index Values from 

2001 to 2011. It has also spelled out with four developmental zones viz. High, 

Moderately High, Moderately Low and Low. Finally, all the blocks have been grouped 

into above mentioned Socio Economic Developmental zones like Balurghat and Tapan 

as High, Harirampur and Hili as Low and rest four blocks i.e. Gangarampur, Kumarganj 

and Banshihari and Kushmandi as Moderately High and Moderately Low respectively. 

The Researcher also tried to examine the correlation between Socio Economic 

Composite Index Values and Population Distribution of eight CD Blocks by using Karl 

Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and finally tested the result by 

Student’s ‘t’ test Method and found a very positive Correlation Coefficient i.e. 0.805 

(80.50%) 

 

10)  Chapter seven is basically dealing with the major problems of the study area. The 

problems have been identified under Social and Economic aspects such as 

Demographic, Educational, Health, Infrastructural, Rural Dominancy, International 

Migration, Economically active population problem, Unemployment, Transportation 

and Communication etc. The study area is also suffering from the access of Industrial 

Development as no large Industry is present till date. In this chapter, Researcher has 

also suggested some foremost important aspects through which the District could get a 

positive momentum towards the overall Socio Economic Development in coming days. 

Moreover, the Researcher has focused on some strategies like agricultural development, 

agro based industries, water resource management, mass education, community health 

and infrastructural development and rural tourism etc. for the improvement of existing 

Socio Economic situations. 
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8.2 Conclusion  

  The present research is a comprehensive initiative to explore the existing 

Socio-Economic Status and level of Development and its Intra-Regional disparities in 

the District of Dakshin Dinajpur. The foregoing study shows that there are remarkable 

Regional Disparities in the level of Socio-Economic Development among various C.D 

Blocks of the study area. The present study has also shown the temporal variation of 

the level of Socio-Economic Development. The District is basically a backward area 

which is bounded by the International border of Bangladesh by three sides i.e. North, 

South and East and the basic economy of the district is based on agriculture. It is also 

characterized by a rural dominant district as more than 86% population to the total 

district population resides in rural areas which is much higher than the state’s average 

i.e. 68.13% as per 2011 census. The study has identified the overall status of Socio-

Economic development of this area. There are lot of challenges for a sustainable 

development of this district. Balurghat and Tapan are comparatively high developed 

Blocks within the District in respect Social, Economic as well as Socio-Economic 

Context. The locational advantage of these two Blocks have acted as a catalyst for such 

development. The Infrastructural development of these two blocks are comparatively 

better as because of their better access and nearest location to the District Head quarter, 

Balurghat. In fact, these two blocks are enjoying the availability of basic amenities and 

services provided by the District Head Quarter, Balurghat.  In case of Moderately High 

Developed Blocks we could tell that Gangarampur and Kumarganj blocks are coming 

under this category. These four Blocks i.e. Balurghat, Tapan, Gangarampur and 

Kumarganj have the level of development above the average of the district. While the 

rest four Blocks i.e. Kushmandi, Banshihari, Harirampur and Hili, are comparatively 

less developed and its development level is below the district average.  Among those 

Banshihari and Kushmandi blocks are falling under the category of Moderately Low 

Developmental zones. On the other hand, Harirampur and Hili Blocks have been 

demarcated as Low Developed Blocks according to Social, Economic and Socio- 

Economic aspects. The basic observation concludes that the blocks having Moderately 

High status is approaching towards the High Development in comparison to the blocks 

having Moderately Low developmental status. This is because of the insufficiency of 

basic amenities and basic infrastructural availability of those Blocks. The early age 

marriage coupled with inadequate women education facilities also responsible for such 
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backward situation. So, remarkable attention must be paid to Low Developmental 

Blocks like Banshihari, Kushmandi, Harirampur and Hili.  

Among all the variables the Education is most and crucial point which should 

be improved quantitatively and qualitatively by setting up Higher Study centers, mass 

literacy centers and quality infrastructure in school including an adequate teacher 

student ratio. Then the second vital point which should be kept in mind that the Health 

Condition and health infrastructure in the study area. This factor is remained in 

unsatisfactory status in less developed Blocks. The field survey has identified a lots of 

challenges for better medical opportunities in Hili, Kushmandi, Harirampur and 

Banshihari blocks. This is the district where no higher level health care services are 

present like Govt. Medical College, or Private Health care provider. But recently A 

super specialty hospital has been set up in Balurghat but all sort of medical services is 

yet to start and for that reason the residents of this district are dependent on nearest 

Malda Medical College which is 110 km from Balurghat. A number of Health centers 

are there without basic facilities and failed to get the confidence of the common people 

of these Blocks. Job opportunities is the another factor which act as a push factor for 

outward migration of youth people from this district. The lack of awareness about 

proper family planning along with the poor conditions of public health significantly 

impacted upon the age-sex structure as it reduce the number of working force and 

increase the dependency rate. The researcher has finally concluded that there is a 

positive correlation between the developmental status and population distribution and 

the result has been tested earlier. Policy makers must think this issues and barriers of 

current status of development of each block. So, based on these aspects it can be said 

that attention must be paid to the respective sectors specially Education, Health and 

basic civic amenities in all C.D Blocks so that a balanced Socio-Economic 

Development could take place across all Blocks and disparities in development could 

be minimized in the district. Policymakers may prepare a comprehensive plan of 

development separately for each C.D Block based on advantages, disadvantages and 

existing situations of each Block. This way a customized plan could come up with a 

vision to take care each aspect within a stipulated time frame so that these 

developmental gap could be filled up and the peoples living across all C.D Blocks could 

live a better life in the coming days.  
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Appendix I: Photo Plates 

 

               

Plate 1: Front View of Balurghat C.D Block Office Plate 2: A Health Centre of Study Area 

                        (Chakvrigu Health Centre). 

      

 

 

             

Plate 3 : A Notice Board Displayed at 

            Chakvrigu Health Sub-Centre                             Plate: 4 A synoptic view of a Primary    

                                                                                           Education Centre. 
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 Plate 5: A surveyed house hold in                      Plate6: A two storied building in Hili Block 

 Balurghat Sadar Block. 

                           

             

 

     Plate 7: A Mandir in Tapan Block.                 Plate 8: A rural elementary educational    

                 institute. 
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 Plate9: Glimpse of mode of Goods                  Plate10: A rural PMGSY connecting road      

           Transportation in village area  

        

               

 

Plate 11:Deplorable condition of rural roads        Plate 12:Van-A Common vehicle 

along with Bhut-Bhuti (Motorised Van)                               available in rural roads 
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  Plate 13: Paddy processing is going on.             Plate 14:Traditional Paddy Drying Process 

    

                   

 

Plate 15: A farmer is moving towards            Plate 16: Preservation of Paddy straw  

his farmland with spade.              for cattle food. 
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Plate 17: Domestic Animals in front of a              Plate 18: A typical view of goat rearing  

periodic market                               along road side        

 

 

                 

 

Plate 19: Agricultural Land is being ploughed     Plate 20: A typical view of  

 by Tractor.                         bare agricultural land in Kushmandi 

                  block.  List of Photo Plates 
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Plate 21: Workshop of a Blacksmith.                    Plate 22: A glimpse of Statue making 

                      workshop of Uttam Pal  

 

    

Plate 23: Glimpse of Saraihat                               Plate 24: A villager is going to nearby 

(The largest Periodic market) in Banshihari Block.           periodic market on Bi-cycle 
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Appendix II: Data Tables and Calculations  

Weighted Score of Social Indicators, 2001 

Name of C.D Block x1 x2 x3 x4 x5 x6 x7 x8 

Balurghat 1.31 1.39 1.39 1.01 1.40 1.01 1.38 0.99 

Banshihari 0.71 0.74 0.74 1.00 0.74 1.00 0.74 1.00 

Gangarampur 1.14 1.26 1.26 1.05 1.26 1.01 1.25 0.99 

Harirampur 0.77 0.76 0.76 0.94 0.76 0.99 0.77 1.01 

Hili 0.32 0.47 0.47 1.41 0.47 1.00 0.47 1.00 

Kumarganj 1.03 0.93 0.93 0.86 0.93 1.00 0.93 1.00 

Kushmandi 1.12 1.07 1.07 0.91 1.06 0.99 1.07 1.01 

Tapan 1.59 1.38 1.38 0.83 1.38 1.00 1.38 1.00 

 

        

Contd. 

Name of C.D Block x9 x10 x11 x12 x13 x14 x15 x16 

Balurghat 0.99 1.35 1.35 1.96 1.96 1.08 1.07 1.09 

Banshihari 1.00 0.63 0.63 0.82 0.82 0.98 0.99 0.96 

Gangarampur 0.99 1.21 1.21 0.98 0.98 1.02 1.01 1.05 

Harirampur 1.01 0.56 0.56 0.70 0.70 0.88 0.90 0.84 

Hili 1.00 0.41 0.41 0.47 0.47 1.06 1.06 1.07 

Kumarganj 0.99 0.78 0.78 0.90 0.90 1.09 1.06 1.13 

Kushmandi 1.01 1.56 1.56 0.47 0.47 0.91 0.93 0.88 

Tapan 1.00 1.52 1.52 1.71 1.71 0.98 0.97 0.98 
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Weighted Score of Social Indicators, 2011 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 

Balurghat 1.33 1.30 1.30 0.94 1.31 1.01 1.29 0.99 

Banshihari 0.71 0.78 0.78 1.06 0.78 1.00 0.79 1.00 

Gangarampur 1.13 1.28 1.28 1.08 1.29 1.01 1.27 0.99 

Harirampur 0.77 0.73 0.73 0.91 0.72 0.99 0.74 1.02 

Hili 0.33 0.47 0.47 1.36 0.47 1.00 0.46 1.00 

Kumarganj 1.03 0.94 0.94 0.87 0.94 1.01 0.93 0.99 

Kushmandi 1.11 1.10 1.10 0.95 1.09 0.99 1.12 1.01 

Tapan 1.60 1.39 1.39 0.83 1.39 1.00 1.39 1.00 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X9 X10 X11 X12 X13 X14 X15 X16 

Balurghat 0.98 1.31 1.05 1.97 1.53 1.04 1.04 1.04 

Banshihari 1.00 0.67 0.88 0.92 1.19 0.98 0.99 0.97 

Gangarampur 0.98 1.29 1.04 0.98 0.77 1.01 1.01 1.02 

Harirampur 1.03 0.53 0.75 0.69 0.95 0.91 0.93 0.90 

Hili 0.99 0.38 0.85 0.46 0.99 1.08 1.08 1.09 

Kumarganj 0.99 0.78 0.86 0.86 0.92 1.06 1.04 1.08 

Kushmandi 1.03 1.59 1.49 0.46 0.43 0.93 0.94 0.92 

Tapan 1.00 1.44 1.07 1.67 1.21 0.98 0.97 0.98 
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Weighted Score of Economic Indicators, 2001 

 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x29 x30 x31 x32 x33 x34 x35 x36 x37 x38 x39 

Balurghat 1.36 2.00 0.46 1.56 1.34 1.27 2.13 2.06 1.09 1.21 1.06 

Banshihari 0.91 0.62 1.03 0.70 0.79 1.04 0.68 0.41 0.92 0.73 1.48 

Gangarampur 0.15 1.07 0.85 1.18 1.24 0.96 0.94 1.15 0.80 1.70 1.97 

Harirampur 0.91 0.52 1.25 0.62 0.68 0.84 0.68 0.54 1.22 0.48 0.58 

Hili 1.21 0.48 0.34 0.52 0.47 1.07 0.60 0.41 1.44 0.73 0.60 

Kumarganj 1.36 1.07 1.93 0.99 0.77 0.99 0.94 0.95 0.92 1.21 0.69 

Kushmandi 1.21 0.90 0.54 1.01 1.26 0.89 1.02 1.34 0.69 0.97 0.69 

Tapan 0.91 1.34 1.59 1.43 1.45 0.93 1.02 1.15 0.92 0.97 0.92 

 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x40 x41 x42 x43 x44 x45 x46 x47 x48 x49 x50 

Balurghat 1.28 0 1.57 1.21 1.58 1.55 0.89 1.34 1.28 2.25 0.91 

Banshihari 0.75 0 0.78 0.76 0.62 0.78 0.38 1.06 0.96 1.08 1.14 

Gangarampur 0.81 0 0.78 1.46 1.06 1.01 1.22 1.88 0.96 1.25 1.35 

Harirampur 0.88 1 0.63 0.77 0.62 0.73 0.85 0.06 0.96 0.37 0.62 

Hili 1.17 0 0.94 0.47 0.45 0.41 1.23 0.09 0.64 0.40 0.22 

Kumarganj 1.18 0 1.25 0.90 1.05 1.03 0.25 1.53 0.64 0.68 0.94 

Kushmandi 1.12 0 0.94 1.06 1.46 1.14 0.98 0.88 1.28 1.02 1.06 

Tapan 0.80 0 1.10 1.37 1.17 1.35 2.20 1.16 1.28 0.94 1.77 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x17 x18 x19 x20 x21 x22 x23 x24 x25 x26 x27 x28 

Balurghat 1.01 0.87 0.93 1.19 1.06 0.86 0.99 0 0 1.85 1 2.91 

Banshihari 0.95 1.09 1.00 0.85 0.93 1.03 1.03 0 0 0.62 1 0.80 

Gangarampur 1.00 0.88 1.01 1.56 0.99 1.02 1.00 0 0 0.62 1 0.64 

Harirampur 0.93 0.99 1.25 0.68 0.90 1.04 1.05 0 0 0.62 0 0.73 

Hili 1.16 0.72 0.72 1.77 1.20 1.07 0.88 0 0 0.92 0 0.61 

Kumarganj 0.89 1.10 1.04 0.81 0.99 0.58 1.08 0 0 1.23 0 0.80 

Kushmandi 0.98 1.28 0.96 0.66 0.95 1.09 1.01 0 0 0.92 0 0.69 

Tapan 1.07 1.07 1.09 0.47 0.99 1.32 0.95 1 0 1.23 0 0.83 
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Weighted Score of Economic Indicators, 2011 

 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x29 x30 x31 x32 x33 x34 x35 x36 x37 x38 x39 

Balurghat 1.36 1 0.45 1.48 1.01 1.13 1.44 1.32 1.48 1.66 1.27 

Banshihari 0.90 1 1.21 0.59 0.68 1.03 0.62 0.96 0.67 1.07 0.62 

Gangarampur 0.15 1 1.16 1.01 1.18 0.99 0.72 1.26 0.63 0.98 1.79 

Harirampur 0.90 1 1.46 0.70 0.92 0.88 0.72 0.75 0.50 0.78 0.84 

Hili 1.21 1 0.28 0.55 0.48 0.93 0.72 0.48 1.19 0.39 0.30 

Kumarganj 1.36 1 2.21 1.06 0.92 1.06 1.74 0.87 1.63 1.17 0.90 

Kushmandi 1.21 1 0.58 1.07 1.39 0.91 1.03 1.32 0.80 1.07 0.99 

Tapan 0.90 1 1.81 1.54 1.42 1.08 1.03 1.04 1.09 0.88 1.27 

Contd. 

 

 

 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x17 x18 x19 x20 x21 x22 x23 x24 x25 x26 x27 x28 

Balurghat 1.08 0.86 0.86 1.06 1.05 1.14 0.94 1.14 7.69 1.78 3.17 2.91 

Banshihari 0.97 1.01 1.03 0.54 0.96 0.99 1.03 1.14 0 0.44 1.59 0.80 

Gangarampur 0.96 0.95 0.97 1.08 1.03 0.76 1.03 0.00 0 0.89 3.17 0.64 

Harirampur 0.95 0.94 1.13 0.93 0.86 1.20 1.04 1.14 0 0.44 0.00 0.73 

Hili 1.06 0.76 0.77 2.57 1.15 0.81 0.96 1.14 0 0.89 0.00 0.61 

Kumarganj 1.01 1.01 1.10 1.00 1.04 0.95 0.99 1.14 0 1.33 0.00 0.80 

Kushmandi 0.90 1.39 1.02 0.27 0.92 0.84 1.07 1.14 0 0.89 0.00 0.69 

Tapan 1.08 1.09 1.12 0.56 0.99 1.31 0.94 1.14 0 1.33 0.00 0.83 
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Weighted Score of Economic Indicators, 2011 

Name of C.D 

Block 
x40 x41 x42 x43 x44 x45 x46 x47 x48 x49 x50 

Balurghat 0.80 2 1.72 1.40 1.49 1.55 0.81 1.37 1.93 1.99 0.91 

Banshihari 1.51 2 0.78 0.53 0.79 0.78 0.35 1.11 1.10 1.07 1.14 

Gangarampur 0.38 0 0.78 1.34 1.02 1.01 1.11 1.95 1.10 1.10 1.35 

Harirampur 0.98 2 0.63 0.82 0.72 0.73 0.77 0.07 0.55 0.46 0.62 

Hili 1.43 0 0.78 0.90 0.39 0.41 1.11 0.07 0.55 0.46 0.22 

Kumarganj 1.13 0 1.25 0.53 1.08 1.03 0.97 1.59 0.55 0.66 0.94 

Kushmandi 0.98 0 0.94 1.10 1.15 1.14 0.89 0.78 1.10 1.05 1.06 

Tapan 0.80 2 1.10 1.37 1.36 1.35 1.99 1.07 1.10 1.20 1.77 
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Z Score of Social Indicators, 2011 

Contd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X1 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 

Balurghat 0.82 0.92 0.92 -0.37 0.94 0.88 0.90 

Banshihari 
-

0.75 
-0.66 -0.66 0.37 -0.66 -0.24 -0.66 

Gangarampur 0.33 0.86 0.86 0.47 0.89 1.16 0.83 

Harirampur 
-

0.58 
-0.82 -0.82 -0.55 -0.85 -1.54 -0.79 

Hili 
-

1.71 
-1.64 -1.64 2.14 -1.62 0.26 -1.66 

Kumarganj 0.07 -0.19 -0.19 -0.75 -0.17 0.65 -0.20 

Kushmandi 0.29 0.32 0.32 -0.32 0.27 -1.46 0.38 

Tapan 1.52 1.20 1.20 -0.99 1.19 0.22 1.21 
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Z Score of Social Indicators, 2011 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X9 X10 X11 X12 X13 X14 X15 

 

X16 

 

 

Balurghat -0.87 -0.87 0.68 0.22 1.77 1.74 0.68 0.84 

 

Banshihari 0.23 0.21 -0.72 -0.55 -0.14 0.62 -0.34 -0.26 

 

Gangarampur -1.14 -1.14 0.63 0.19 -0.04 -0.73 0.24 0.15 

 

Harirampur 1.52 1.51 -1.02 -1.16 -0.57 -0.17 -1.45 -1.39 

 

Hili -0.26 -0.27 -1.34 -0.68 -1.00 -0.03 1.36 1.44 

 

Kumarganj -0.64 -0.65 -0.47 -0.65 -0.26 -0.25 1.01 0.83 

 

Kushmandi 1.44 1.43 1.28 2.29 -0.98 -1.87 -1.12 -1.12 

 

Tapan -0.21 -0.23 0.97 0.35 1.22 0.69 -0.38 -0.51 
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Z Score of Economic Indicators, 2011 

 

Contd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of C.D 

Block X17 X18 X19 X20 X21 X22 X23 X24 

Balurghat 1.14 -0.76 -1.11 0.09 0.60 0.69 -1.14 0.34 

Banshihari -0.53 0.03 0.22 -0.66 -0.48 -0.07 0.53 0.34 

Gangarampur -0.58 -0.29 -0.20 0.11 0.37 -1.20 0.58 -2.51 

Harirampur -0.74 -0.32 0.98 -0.11 -1.57 1.03 0.74 0.34 

Hili 0.90 -1.27 -1.78 2.25 1.67 -0.95 -0.90 0.34 

Kumarganj 0.20 0.04 0.77 0.00 0.42 -0.27 -0.20 0.34 

Kushmandi -1.54 2.10 0.16 -1.05 -0.92 -0.80 1.54 0.34 

Tapan 1.15 0.47 0.96 -0.63 -0.10 1.57 -1.15 0.34 

Name of 

C.D Block X25 X26 X27 X28 X29 X30 X31 X32 

Balurghat 0.00 1.68 1.49 2.46 0.90 2.83 
-

1.02 
1.28 

Banshihari -2.86 -1.20 0.40 0.03 -0.24 0.00 0.09 -1.08 

Gangarampu

r 
-2.86 -0.24 1.49 0.83 -2.15 0.00 0.02 0.03 

Harirampur -2.86 -1.20 -0.68 0.94 -0.24 0.00 0.46 -0.80 

Hili -2.86 -0.24 -0.68 0.78 0.52 0.00 
-

1.28 
-1.20 

Kumarganj -2.86 0.72 -0.68 1.03 0.90 0.00 1.57 0.15 

Kushmandi -2.86 -0.24 -0.68 0.89 0.52 0.00 
-

0.83 
0.19 

Tapan -2.86 0.72 -0.68 1.07 -0.24 0.00 0.98 1.43 
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Z Score of Economic Indicators, 2011 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X33 X34 X35 X36 X37 X38 X39 X40 

Balurghat 0.02 1.43 1.08 1.07 1.17 1.83 0.60 -0.54 

Banshihari -0.96 0.35 -0.96 -0.13 -0.79 0.20 -0.83 1.40 

Gangarampur 0.56 -0.11 -0.70 0.87 -0.91 -0.07 1.75 -1.71 

Harirampur -0.25 -1.41 -0.70 -0.83 -1.21 -0.61 -0.34 -0.06 

Hili -1.60 -0.78 -0.70 -1.75 0.45 -1.69 -1.53 1.19 

Kumarganj -0.23 0.68 1.85 -0.44 1.51 0.47 -0.22 0.35 

Kushmandi 1.20 -1.03 0.06 1.06 -0.49 0.20 -0.03 -0.06 

Tapan 1.28 0.92 0.06 0.15 0.23 -0.34 0.61 -0.56 

 

 

 

Contd. 

Name of C.D 

Block 
X41 X42 X43 X44 X45 X46 X47 X48 X49 X50 

Balurghat 0.94 2.04 1.12 1.37 1.51 -0.41 0.54 1.96 1.99 -0.19 

Banshihari 0.94 -0.61 -1.30 -0.59 -0.61 -1.39 0.16 0.19 0.15 0.30 

Gangarampur -0.94 -0.61 0.95 0.06 0.03 0.23 1.41 0.19 0.20 0.75 

Harirampur 0.94 -1.05 -0.49 -0.79 -0.76 -0.50 -1.38 -0.99 -1.08 -0.83 

Hili -0.94 -0.61 -0.28 -1.71 -1.63 0.24 -1.38 -0.99 -1.08 -1.68 

Kumarganj -0.94 0.72 -1.30 0.23 0.09 -0.06 0.88 -0.99 -0.67 -0.14 

Kushmandi -0.94 -0.17 0.27 0.41 0.39 -0.23 -0.32 0.19 0.10 0.13 

Tapan 0.94 0.27 1.03 1.01 0.97 2.12 0.11 0.19 0.40 1.66 
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Correlation Coefficient Between CI Values and Distribution of Population (%) 

by Pearson's Product Moment Method. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of C.D 

Block 

CI 

Val

ue 

(x) 

% of 

Populatio

n (y) 

X= (x- ) Y= (y-𝒚̅ ) X2 Y2 XY 

Correla

tion 

Coeffici

ent (r) 

Balurghat 1.45 16.26 0.45 3.76 0.20 14.14 1.692  

 

 

 

 

 

0.805 

Banshihari 0.91 9.81 -0.09 -2.69 0.008 7.24 0.24 

Gangarampur 1.02 16.01 0.02 3.51 0.0004 12.32 0.07 

Harirampur 0.81 9.16 -0.19 -3.34 0.0361 11.16 0.64 

Hili 0.74 5.82 -0.26 -6.68 0.068 44.62 1.74 

Kumarganj 0.99 11.74 -0.01 -0.76 0.0001 0.58 0.0076 

Kushmandi 0.94 13.80 -0.06 1.3 0.004 1.69 -0.078 

Tapan 1.16 17.40 0.16 4.9 0.03 24.01 0.784 
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Appendix III: Questionnaire / Schedule 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC HOUSEHOLD SURVEY, 

DAKSHIN DINAJPUR DISTRICT 

 

1) a)  Name of the Village ............................................ 

b) Name of Gram Panchayat ................................... 

c) Name of Block ..................................................  

d) District ................................................................. 

e) Date of Survey ..................................................... 

      2)     DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE: 

       i) Name of Household Owner/ Respondent ........................................ 

       ii)  Name of Caste :  SC/ST/OBC A/OBC B/GEN ....................................... 

      iii) Community/ Sub- Caste ...................................................................... 

       iv) Religion : .................................................... 

        v) Mother Tongue :........................................... 

       vi) Number of Male members in family :........................................... 

     vii ) Number of Female members  in family :...................................................  

     viii) Language used for Communication : .......................................................... 

      ix ) Number of members migrated outside the state : ....................................... 

       x)  Age Sex Composition of family : 

Serial  No Age Sex 
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3) MARITAL STATUS: 

 

i) No of Married............................... 

ii) No of Unmarried.......................... 

iii) No of Divorce ............................... 

iv) No of Widow ................................ 

v) Average Age at Marriage .............. 

 

4) EDUCATIONAL STATUS: 

Serial 

No 

Education 

Pr. /Sec 

/H.S/above 

UG/PG No of 

illiterates 

Drop 

Outs 

Y/N 

Average 

Distance 

from 

School 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

 

i) No of School going Children: ............................................ 

ii) Reason for Drop Out: .............................................................. 

iii) No of Children staying in Hostels/ Boarding: 

................................................... 

iv) No of male Literates: ................................................. 

v) No of Female Literates: .............................................. 

vi) No of drop outs due to marriage at early age: ........................................... 

 

5) ECONOMIC STATUS:  

 

i) Monthly family Income in Rupees: ..............................  

ii) Monthly family Expenditure in Rupees: ......................... 

iii) Family in BPL/ APL: ........................................... 
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iv) Number of Earning members: .............................. 

v) Number of dependents population: ....................... 

vi) Child Labour Y/N: ................................... 

vii) If yes, No of Child Labour: .................................... 

viii) No of people engaged in different types of economic activity: 

 

Serial 

No 

Primary Secondary Tertiary 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

     viii)     Other Income Source: .................................................... 

ix) Other income in Rupees: .................................................... 

x) Monthly or Yearly savings in Rupees: ................................. 

xi) Number of Bank Accounts of family: ................................................... 

 

6) HEALTH STATUS: 

 

i)  Number of Deaths in family in last five years ................................... 

ii) Reason for death in last five years:  ............................................... 

iii) If any death occurred during pre-delivery or 

delivery…...................................... 

iv) No of Children died below 1 year of age: ................ Male: ................... 

Female: .............. 

v) Reason of Death of Children: 

Malnutrition Diseases Other 
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       vi)        No of Diseases generally.......................in family: ......................... 

      vii )         Name of such Diseases :................................................ 

      viii)        General Health care service of family: ................................. 

7) AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY AND LAND HOLDING: 

i) Amount of Land under different activity (Acre): 

 

Homestea

d 

Productio

n food 

crops 

Productio

n of cash 

crops 

Productio

n of 

grains 

Fallo

w 

land 

Unuse

d 

lands 

other

s 

Tota

l 

        

 

 

ii) Types of agricultural land:  

Own  land Bargadar lease 

   

 

iii)  Main Crops of agriculture: according to the amount of production: 

1) .......................................2) ............................................3) 

.......................................... 

4) ........................................5) ............................................. 6) 

...................................... 

       iv)      Rotation of Crop:  Y/N: .............................. 

 v) Mixed farming: .............................................. 

vi) No of fertilizer used :.......................................... 

      vii)  Using of HYV Seeds in agriculture : ........................................... 

viii ) Domestic animals  : Y/N:.............................................. 

ix) Number of Domestic animals: 
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Serial No Name Number 

   

   

   

   

  

x) Using of agricultural products :Family consumption/Business purposes: 

................................................................................................................... 

 

8) STATUS OF INFRASTRUCTURAL FACILITIES :  

 

A) Housing Infrastructure : 

i) Housing condition : own/ Rented :...................................... 

ii) Nature of house :  Kuccha/ Pucca :...................................... 

iii) Electrification: Y/N :.............................................. 

iv) Mode of cooking:................................................... 

v) Sources of cooking: ......................................................... 

vi) Sanitation: Y/N............. Kuccha.........pucca................ 

vii) Separate Kitchen: Y/N ....................................... 

viii) Source of Drinking Water:....................................... 

ix) Means of recreation: 

TV Refrigerator News paper Cell phone LPG 

Connection 

     

 

 

 

B) Educational Infrastructure: 

i) No of Schools within 500m radius from house: ..................... 

ii) Mode of communication for school going children: ............... 

iii) No of public Libraries within locality: ...................................... 

iv) No of mass literacy centres within locality: ............................ 

v) No of Colleges within 1km radius from house: ......................... 

vi) No of University within locality: .................................... 
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C) Medical Infrastructure : 

i) No of hospitals within locality:.......................... 

ii) No of private clinics within locality:................... 

iii) No of Nursing Homes within Locality:................... 

 

D) Transport and Communication: 

i) Mode of Transport:.................................................. 

ii) Nature of roads : K/P................................................ 

iii) Distance from house to Highways:........................... 

iv) Distance from house to  nearby bus terminus :...................... 

E) Agricultural  Infrastructure : 

 

i) Source of irrigation :.......................... 

ii) Mode of irrigation :.............................. 

iii) No o pesticides used in agriculture :...................... 

iv) No of periodic markets :........................................ 

 

F) Banking and Post office Infrastructure : 

I) No of Banks in Locality :............................. 

II) No of Cooperatives societies in locality :............................. 

III) No of post office in locality :...................................... 

IV) Family member in SHG: Y/N:....................................... 

G) Facilities of Govt. Subsidies: 

i) Having Job Cards for 100 days work : Y/N:............... No of Job 

Cards........................... 

ii) Having IAY House: Y/N:....................................... 

iii) Having Sanitation under TSC:...................................... 

iv) Having agricultural Loan: ............................................. 

v) Kanyashree: Y/N ............................................... 

 

10) Major problems of Household : 

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................. 

 

11)       Major problems of Locality 

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................
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..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

........................................................................................... 

 

12) Some comments of Respondent: 

 

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

........................................................................................... 

 

9) Suggestive Measures according to Researcher: 

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................... 

 

 

 

 

Signature/LTI with date of Respondent 

 

Signature with date of 

Researcher 
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Appendix IV: Abbreviations 

 

C.D  = Community Development  

HCC = Health Care Centre 

PHC =Primary Health Centre 

PHSC =Primary Health Sub-Centre 

PS =Police Station 

HQ =Head Quarter 

HS  =Higher Secondary 

CI =Composite Index 

SC =Scheduled Caste 

ST =Scheduled Tribe 

SQ. =Square 

KM =Kilo Meter 

CM =Centimeter 

GP =Gram Panchayat 

MDG =Millennium Development Goal 
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