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“An ‘Image’ is that which present an intellectual and emotional complex
in an instant of time... It is the presentation of such a complex instanta-
neously which gives that sense of sudden liberation, that sense of
freedom from time limits and space limits, that sense of sudden growth
which we experience in the presence of greatest works of Art.

It is better of present one Image in a lifetime than to produce
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voluminous works.
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“What do we understand, then, by the poetic image? In its simplest

terms, it is a picture made out of words. An epithet, a metaphor, a

simile may create an image; or an image may be presented to us in a

phrase or passage on the face of it purely descriptive, but conveying

to our imagination something more than the accurate reflection of
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an external reality. Every poetic image, therefore, is to some degree
metaphorical. It looks out from a mirror in which life perceives not so
much its face as some truth about its face. This, I know, is a controversial
statement. So let us go back fora moment to the definition of an

image as a picture made out of words. The commonest type of image
is a visual one; and many more images, which may seem un-sensuous,
have still in fact some faint visual association adhering to them. But

obviously an image may derive from and appeal to other senses than

that of sight.”®
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