
CHAPTER- V 

INVENTORY OF.THE 
HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRIES 



CHAPTER-V 

INVENTORY OF THE HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRIES 

5.0 Introduction 
Various races and cultures have intermingled in the district of Jalpaiguri, yet all 

the races and cultures in the region have retained their individuality. In other words, it 

can be said that the multiple cultures have retained their individual flavours amidst the 

serenity of nature. Cultures of people of various ethnic groups including the Bhotia, the 

Lepcha-Limbu, the Rajbanshi and the several other cultural styles belonging to the 

Koch, the Mech, the Ravas, the Totos and the Bengalis form an integral way of life for 

the people of Jalpaiguri district. The various cultural groups make variety of utilitarian 

and decorative articles which are inseparable parts oftheir social life. 

5.1 The Sectoral and Sectional Distribution of the Units Surveyed 
People belonging to particular castes and communities are traditionally involved 

in different in household industries. Most of the workers involved in different 

household Industries inherited the skill from their ancestors. Dominant castes and 

communities involved in each selected household industries are as follows: (i) Food

processing: Rajbanshi (ii) Handloom: Mech, Rava (iii) Rope-making: BC Muslim (iv) 

Bamboo-work: Turi, Mahali, Mech, Rajbanshi (v) Cane-work: Rajbanshi (vi) 

Carpentry: Sutradhar (vii) Pottery: Kumbhakar (viii) Blacksmithy: Lohars, Karmakar. 

While in most of the household industries one or two communities' people are 

involved, the cane-work is usually performed by multi ethnic groups and as such their 

skill is not inherited but is acquired. Same is the case with Handloom and Carpentry 

where various communities are involved. Today at this juncture of time many artisans 

have either left their traditional activity for other alternatives or set aside by market 

mechanism. A good number of workers from other communities traditionally not 

categorised as artisan communities are also engaged in various works now a days. 

Household industrial activities are not only the main source of income to these workers 

but also are a way of life to most of them. 

The contemporary traditional household industries in the study area reflect a 

cross road of cultural fusion and amalgamation where the artisan workers practice and 

pursue art not only for the sake of it but also cater to the need and qualitative creation 

of artifact so as to create the interest of buyer from distant land, as much of the artisans 
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Table 5.1 No. of Units Surveyed in Different Household Industries (Block-wise) 
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I. Sadar sub-division 
1. Rajganj - - - - - - 2 - 2 
ll. Jalpaiguri - - - - 7 - - - 7 
Ill. Maynaguri - - - - - - 12 17 29 
iv. Dhubguri 4 7 - 5 3 4 8 16 47 
2. Mal sub - division 
l. Mal - - - 4 22 - - - 26 
ll. Matiali - - - - 5 - - - 5 
v. Nagrakata - - - - - 7 6 6 19 
2. Alipurduar- subdivision 
l. Kumargram 39 4 - - 3 - - - 46 
ll. Falakata - II 15 20 4 20 21 4 95 
Ill. Madarihat- Birpara 21 8 52 41 - 28 3 12 165 
IV. Kalchini - 34 - - - 11 - 11 56 
v. Alipurduar - I - 11 - 4 10 - 29 - 54 
Vl. Alipurduar - II - - - - - 6 - - 6 

Total No. Units 64 75 67 74 54 76 81 66 557 
Source: Field Survey, 2008 

earning rest mainly on the income generated through these industries for earning their 

livelihood. Tables 5.1 and 5.2 show the sectoral and sectional distribution of the units 

surveyed. 

5.2 Ethnic Background of the Workers 
Usually the skill of the household industrial workers is inherited from their 

ancestors. Their culture and social background has influenced and encouraged the 

workers to a large extent to create different articles. Hence, the ethnic background 

needs to be understood while studying the prospects of developing any household 

industrial activity practiced by some of the ethnic group. 

5.2.1 Rava 
Rava, a Scheduled Tribe community of West Bengal mainly live in Jalpaiguri 

and Koch Bihar districts. Moreover, almost 70 per cent of them live in Duars area of 

Jalpaiguri district. 
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Table 5.2 Caste Affiliation of the Workers 
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1. Rava - 32 - - - - - - 32 
2. Mech - 43 - 16 2 - - - 61 
3. Mahali - - - 11 - - - - 11 
4. Turi - - - 28 - - - - 28 
5. Lohar - - - - - - - 41 41 
6. Rajbanshi 64 - - 19 42 - - - 125 
7. Muslim(BC) - - 67 - 5 9 - 4 85 
8. Kamar - - - - - - - 21 21 
9. Kumor - - - - - - 81 - 81 
10. Sutradhar - - - - 5 67 - - 72 

Total 64 75 67 74 54 76 81 66 557 

Source: Field Survey, 2008 

The Ravas belong to the Indo-Mongoloid group of people and have similarities 

with other members of Bodo group such as Garos, Kachari, Mech, Koch, Hajong and 

others (Mitra, 1953). Most of the Ravas of Jalpaiguri district refer to themselves as 

Rava, but some of them often declare themselves as Kocha (Karlsson, 2000). 

According to Hamilton (1838), the aspects of socio-religious and material life of the 

Ravas have similarities with those of the Pani-Koch. Dalton (1872) on the other hand, 

argues that the Ravas and the Hajongs are the branches of Kachari race and have 

connections with the Garos. According to Hodgson (1880) the Ravas belong to the 

Great Bodo or Pani-Koch and they have the same lineage and have their connection 

with the Garo. Playfair (1909) has pointed out some linguistic and cultural similarities 

between the Ravas and the Garos. He remarks that there is a striking linguistic affinity 

between the A'Tong language and the Rangdania (Rava) dialects. This led him to think 

that, at some point of time they lived in contact with each pther. The traditional 

economy of the Ravas in general, is based on agriculture, forest based activities and 

weaving. Weaving is a traditional occupation ofthe Rava women (Raha, 1989). 
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5.2.2 Mech 
Mech tribe is one of the Scheduled Tribes oflndia and belongs to Bodo-Kachari 

group of tribes. They belong to Mongoloid race and speak mainly Bodo language, 

which is a Tibeto-Burman dialect but have got influenced by the Assamese language 

(Ghosh, 2008). The Mech people live in the Duars region of West Bengal and parts of 

western Assam. Today, a section of Mech people in West Bengal prefer to refer them 

as Bodo instead of Mech. 

Meches migrated into India through Patkoi Hills between India and Burma and 

gradually spread themselves into the whole of Assam, North Bengal and parts of East 

Bengal. It is said that, during their migration to India, they marched towards three 

directions. The first group of people went up to Cachar district in Assam. In Cachar, 

they are called Kachari. The second group went along the river Brahmaputra and 

established themselves in the whole of Assam upto Goalpara district and parts of 

Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar districts under the name of Bodo or Bara. The third group 

went towards the west along the foot of the Himalayas upto the river Mechi, bordering 

India and Nepal and settled on the north bank of the river and is known as Mech or 

Mechia. Later they spread to Darjiling Terai, Baikanthpur in Jalpaiguri district and 

again marched further east and settled down in the Duars. It is said that, a group of 

Mech people, again moved further east, crossed the Sankosh river, and went towards 

Goal para in Assam. Due to the repeated floods in Duars and eastern bank of Tista river, 

a large number of families migrated towards Assam (Sanyal, 1973). 

According to Vasu (1990) Meches and Kiratas belong to the Asura dynasty. 

They ruled Pragjyotisha Kingdom for four thousand years and later began to decline 

with the advancement of the Aryans. Many of them sought refuge in the remote forest 

areas to be regarded as wild and uncivilised tribes in later years. 

Sanyal (1973) narrates a mythical story about the origin of Mech people. It says 

Mech and Limbu used to live together. They were driven out from the north-eastern 

comer of India, Burma and Tibet. They fled along the foot of the Himalayas and came 

to the low lands of the present Darjiling district in the midst of thick forests. They lived 

there temporarily. The Limbus did not want to stay back there. They started moving 

towards the hills making their way by clearing forests. The Meches also started moving 

a few days later. They tried to follow the track but lost the way and came up to the river 

Mechi between Darjiling and Nepal. Some of them preferred to live on the banks of the 
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river Mechi. They called themselves Meches or Mechias. Thus, it is believed that the 

Limbus ofNepal and the Meches oflndia belong to the same tribal group. 

Mech women rear silkworm. They spin thread from the cocoons. Mech women 

also weave cloths with the thread produced at home, on a primitive loom called 'kanti', 

which is made from bamboo. They also make baskets, fish traps and other items out of 

bamboo. 

5.2.3 Mahali 
Mahali is a Scheduled Tribe of the states of West Bengal and Jharkhand. They 

mostly reside in Santhal Parganas and certain other regions of Jharkhand and in the 

adjoining areas of West Bengal. Their population is dwindling. Mahalis traditionally 

earn their livelihood by selling articles made of bamboo. 

At present they are considered as one of the little known scheduled tribe (Roy, 

1937). The early writers consider the Mahalis as one of the tribal of mixed origin. 

According to Risley (1891) Mahalis are a Dravidian race of labour class, who were 

mainly palanquin bearers and worked on bamboo. Risley has also mentioned that 

Mahalis are divided into five sub-castes. They are Bansphar-Mahali, who like baskets 

and do various kinds ofbamboo work; the Pator-Mahali, basket-makers and cultivators; 

the Sulunkhi, cultivators and labourers; the Tanti, who carry litters; and the Mahali

Munda, who belong to Lohardaga and whose specific occupation has not been 

mentioned. A comparison of the totemistic clans and sects of Mahali give a clear 

indication, as referred to by Risley (1891) of their close association with the Santal 

tribe. However, the association gives clue to a recent separation from the parent stock. 

Bamboo-work, was in fact considered as degraded activity by Santals and thus bamboo 

workers were separated and emerged as a new tribal group. Similarly, the Mahali

Munda got separated from the Munda for similar reason (Prasad, 1961 ). Mahalis are a 

tribe of labourers, pastorals and basket makers in central India having affinities with the 

Santals, Ho and Munda tribes. Grierson (1904) subscribes that Mahalis are a divergent 

group of Santal linguistic stock. Russel and Hiralal (1916) are of the opinion that 

Santals and Mundas were originally one tribe and then conclude that Mahalis were 

separated from them and have become a separate caste owing to their settlement in 

villages more or less in the open country. They worked as labourers, palanquin bearers 

and bamboo workers much in the manner as the Turi tribe. They probably worked as 

hired workers for Hindus and their status must have fallen lower than of the parent 
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tribe, who remained in their own villages in the jungles. Sherring (1879) points out that 

in Berar (Vidarva region of Maharastra) the barber castes like nan, hajam and nai 

introduce themselves as Mahalis. These earlier references explain that the Mahalis are 

originally a segregated community of mixed tribal origin. 

5.2.4 Turi 
The Turi people of Jalpaiguri district, a non-Aryan caste of cultivators, bamboo 

workers and basket-makers, belong to the Chota Nagpur plateau. The physical 

structure, language and religion of the Turis, as stated by Sir H. Risley (1891) place it 

beyond doubt that they are a hinduised offshoot of the Munda tribe. They still speak a 

dialect derived from Mundari, and their principal deity is Singbonga or the sun, the 

great God of the M_undas. In Lohardaga, where the caste is most in numbers, it is 

divided into four sub castes - Turi or Kisan-Turi, Or, Dom and Domra - and are 

distinguished by the particular modes of basket and bamboo-work which they practise. 

Doms and Domras speak Hindi; Turis, Ors and Birhors use among themselves a dialect 

. of Mundari (Russel and Hiralal, 1916). The names of sub castes as given by Sir H. 

Risley (1891) appear to indicate that the Turis are an offshoot of the Mundas, with an 

admixture of Doms and other low Uriya caste. Among themselves the caste is also 

known as 'Husil', a term which signifies a bamboo worker. Besides the above groups, 

the Turis have a large number of exogamous sects of a totemistic nature, some of which 

are identical with those of the Mundas. In West Bengal, the government granted the 

Scheduled Caste status to the Turis, though of some other state governments considered 

them as Scheduled Tribe. 

5.2.5 Lohra /Loharas 
The Lohars consist partly of immigrants who are known as Kanaujia Loharas 

and partly of indigenous blacksmiths who are known as Kol Loharas or Nagpuria 

Loharas or Loharas. The Nagpuria Loharas are divided into two sub-castes, namely -

Sad Kumar and Lohara. The Sad Kumars are known to have abandoned their caste 

occupation and are engaged in agriculture (Kumar, 1970). The Loharas are much lower 

in the social scale than the Sad Kumars. In the study area they live with other tribal and 

non-tribal people and practise blacksmithy, which is the main occupation of the 

community. 
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5.2.6 Rajbanshi 
The most numerous race in Jalpaiguri is the Rajbanshi or Koch. The Koches 

appeared in Bengal during end of the 15th century or beginning of the 16th century, 

when Hajo founded the Koch kingdom after the downfall of the ancient Empire of 

Kamrup. During the reign of his grandson Visu, the people became semi-hinduised and 

adopted the Rajbanshi, i.e. of the royal race. They are now recognised as a distinct caste 

of Hindus, but their religion is very much on the surface and they adhere to many of 

their ancient customs and superstitions. It has been thought by some writers that the 

Koches belong to the Dravidian race and were driven out of the valley of the Ganges by 

the Aryan advance into Bengal; there seems, however, to be little doubt that they are a 

Mongoloid race and entered Bengal from the east through the Brahmaputra valley 

(Grunning, 1911). 

In the study area the Rajbanshis are the traditional puffed rice producers and 

manufacturers of bamboo articles. In the recent days, many Rajbanshis have acquired 

skill in making cane articles. 

5.2. 7 Muhammadans 
The Muhammadans or Muslims constitute a considerable percentage of the 

population of the district. Among the Muslims the 'shekhs' and 'nasyas' considered 

native to the district, though a considerable number of them came from Rangpur, 

Dinajpur and erstwhile Koch Bihar state. The Muhammadans are chiefly the 

descendants of Rajbanshis converted to Islam or who adopted the religion during the 

days of Muhammadan rule from motives of policy (Strong, 1912). However, in 

appearance, dress and customs, they differ little from the Rajbanshis. They are mostly 

cultivators. Many of them have opted for rope making as their livelihood in absence of 

other alternatives. 

5.2.8 Kamar 
Kamar also known as 'karmakars', is an occupational caste associated with 

manufacturing iron implements at the cottage level. From very ancient time iron 

implements were made by village 'kamars' (blacksmiths) who constituted a distinct 

occupational group within the shudra caste of Hindu society. Typically, in a rural 

market or in a village there used to be a 'kamar para' (cluster of blacksmiths) where the 

iron artisans made their wares. The smell of iron smelting in manually regulated 

foundry, the harsh sound of iron hitting on anvil sand, and the flares and sparks of the 
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red iron on an anvil are characteristic features of a 'kamar para'. Even today there are 

'kamars' in villages as well as in towns. Their continued existence has a direct 

connection with the continuation of traditional agriculture, irrigation and housing 

patterns. 

The origin of blacksmiths dates back to the beginning of settled agriculture in 

Bengal. As in other occupations, iron workers emerged as a caste group within the fold 

ofthe shudra caste of the Hindu community. It is a popular belief that the first 'kamar' 

was the son of a woman of the shudra caste and his father was the celestial artificer 

viswakarma. 

The Statistical Account of Bengal of Hunter (1877) enumerated four classes of 

kamars, namely Basundari, Rana, Gangaliri and Bahal, or Khota. Intermarriage was not 

permitted among these sub-groups. According to H. H. Risley (1891), the kamars of 

eastern Bengal were of three social types, Bushnapati, Dhakai, and Paschima, the first 

being again broken up into Naldipati, Chaudda-Samaj, and Pancha-Samaj, between 

whom intermarriage is permitted. 

Unlike other shudra caste groups, kamars enjoy a better status in the sense that 

they are not untouchable in the estimation of orthodox Hindus. Kamars live in a 

specific location, in a village where they are able to carry out their activities. They have 

a cultural heritage that gives them the status of a community. They participate in rural 

fairs and festivals with their metallic products. Now many Muslims are seen to have 

taken to this trade and many kamars have adopted other occupations in both ·rural and 

urban areas. 

5.2.9 Kumor 
Kumbhakar or the potter caste, also known as 'kumors' in West Bengal is a 

traditional professional group engaged in clay modeling and making earthen wares, 

various household items and toys from clay. Kumor is a caste name, which indicates 

that pottery as a profession was almost exclusively in the hands of Hindus in the past. 

The subdivisions within the kumor caste in Bengal include Bara Bhagiya, Chota 

Bhagiya, Rajmahalia and Khatya. Historically, 'Vaishnava' has been the favourite deity 

of the caste. Their religious observances do not appear to differ materially from those 

of other Hindu castes of similar social standing. The social standing of the caste is 

respectable. They are recognised as members of the 'Navashaka' group and Brahmins 
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would drink water from their hands. The profession of kumors runs through family 

lineage and both women and men work together. 

5.2.10 Sutradhar 
Sutradhar, the carpenter class of West Bengal are employed in wood working, 

especially sawing timber, building houses and boats, making furniture and all kinds of 

agricultural implements made of wood. The word 'sutradhar' literally means thread

holder. 'Sutra' in sanskrit means thread and 'dhara' means to hold. Sutradhars 

originally, formed a caste in the Hindu community. 

Sutradhars have been historically known for their ingenuity and artistic bend of 

mind. Their artistic work on wood has drawn the attention of foreigners too. The 

collectors of wood works have always been keen about Bengal wood works, which are 

now displayed in many museums of the world. Their wood designs are mostly marked 

in 'palanka' (decorated cot), door and windows, boats, room-partitions, household 

furniture, temple walls etc. 

From the late nineteenth century, Muslims have adopted the profession to such 

a large scale that it is now deemed to be totally exempted from its original caste 

character. The Muslim carpenters are popularly known as 'kathmistris'. 

5.3 Major Raw Materials in Use 
It is evident from the survey that most of the raw materials used by various 

household industrial sectors are locally available. Few raw materials which are not 

available locally are brought from distant sources. In almost all cases, the raw materials 

are of unprocessed type. Energy requirement in all cases is met with firewood, 

kerosene, charcoal and coal. In no cases and in no stage of production any other form of 

energy is used. Raw materials used in different household industrial sectors are as 

follows: 

5.3.1 Food-processing 
Paddy is the principal raw material used by the units of Food-processing for 

making puffed rice. Most of the units purchase paddy from local hats. Some ofthe units 

use their own cultivated paddy. Out of the different varieties the most common varieties 

from which good quality puffed rice is produced are - IRS and IR272-4-1-2 (this 

variety is locally known as 'mala' paddy). Other raw materials required for making 

puffed rice are - mastard oil, salt and sand. Energy requirement is met with firewood. 
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Plate I. Un-husked Paddy 

}?late III. Rice 

Plate V Caldron for making puffed rice · 
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Plate II. Paddy being dried in the sun 

Plate IV Sand from river bed being 
dried in the sun · · 

Plate VL 'Ghutni' used for stirring rice 

I 
I 
I 



Plate VII. Rice in the hot caldron 

Plate IX. Puffed rice 

Plate XI. Sand being sieved 

L~ ----~------~------~-------~-=-=-= 
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Plate VIII. Rice being stirred 

Plate X. Puffed rice is poured in a sieve 

Plate XII. Puffed rice stored in a 
bamboo-basket 



Plate XIII. Final storage of puffed rice 

Plate XV. Whole sale market of 
puffed rice 

Notes: 

Plate XIV. Ready for sale 

Plate XVI. Retail selling 

(i) Plate I and II to has been taken at Madhya Satali village of Kalchini block 

(ii) Plate III to XIV has been taken at Madhya-Chhekamari village of Madarihat
Birpara block 

(iii) Plate XV and XVI has been taken at Gayerkata hat of Dhupguri block 

155 



Sand is collected from nearby river bed free of cost. Other raw materials are purchased 

from the market. 

5.3.2 Handloom 
The basic raw materials required in Handloom industry is thread. Other raw 

materials used by some units are - colours, dyes, silk etc. As the raw materials are not 

available locally it is purchased from distant urban markets like Alipurduar, Jaigaon, 

Jalpaiguri and Siliguri. 

5.3.3 Rope-making 
In Rope-making industry the chief raw material used is raw jute, locally called 

as 'pat' which is derived from the fibre of a reed like plant named jute. It is a long, soft 

and shiny fibre that can be spun into coarse strong threads. Jute is cultivated as cash 

crop and grows in abundance in the favourable climatic condition of the area under 

study. 

The two variety of jute from which the jute fibre is collected are: 

(i) White Jute (Corchorus Capsularis): The fibre of this jute is coarser than 

the other type. 

(ii) Tossa Jute (Corchorus olitorius): Tossa jute fibre is softer, silkier and 

stronger than white jute. 

Being seasonal crop jute is not available in open market throughout the year. 

Most of the units purchase it from the market directly from the farmer during its season 

from August to November. During off season they purchase it from the mahajan. 

Besides, some units use their own cultivated jute. 

5.3.4 Bamboo-work 
For bamboo industry, the raw material needed is green bamboo, locally called 

as 'bansh'. The workers collect it from nearby sources on payment. Sometimes they 

purchase bamboo from local hats where it is frequently sold. At times, some of the 

units collect it from nearby forests. The four varieties of bamboo usually used by the 

workers are -

(i) Nal bansh (Bambusa arundinacea): This type of bamboo is primarily 

used for making big baskets and winnowing fans. 

(ii) Muli bansh(Malcona baccifera): Generally used for making baskets and 

mats. 
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(iii) Baro bansh (Bambusa balcooa): This type of bamboo is mainly used in 

making house construction articles, fencing etc. 

(iv) Makla bansh (Bambusa nutans): This variety is widely used in making 

baskets of various sizes, winnowing fans, fishing traps, various domestic 

and decorative articles. 

Besides bamboo, other minor raw materials required by some units are nails, varnish 

etc. which are purchased from nearby market. 

5.3.5 Cane-work 
The main raw material of Cane-work industry is cane which is locally called 

'bet'. Though some canes are locally grown and available, good quality canes are 

mostly brought from Assam, Manipur and other north eastern states. However, the 

workers generally purchase cane from the mahajan. The following are the important 

varieties of cane generally used in cane industry: 

(i) Gouri bet (Calamus acanthospathus): It is a good quality cane and 

mostly used for making furniture and handicraft items. 

(ii) Dudhia /Raidang bet (Calamus Jenkinsiams): Used in making furniture, 

baskets, etc. 

(iii) Fekre/Jang bet (Calamus erectus): Used in garden fencing, basketry, 

furniture. 

(iv) Pani bet (Calamus tenuis): used for making furniture, baskets 

handicrafts. 

(v) Murgi bet (Calamus goruba): Used in making furniture, toys and 

handicrafts. 

(vi) Putuli bet (Calamus latifolius): Used for making furniture, walking 

sticks. 

Other raw materials required are kerosene for fuel, sand paper, adhesive, varnish, 

nails etc. 

5.3.6 Carpentry 
Basic raw material for carpentry is wood. Different types of woods are used for 

different purpose. The carpenters purchase timbers from the local timber merchants. In 

some cases it is supplied by the customers themselves. The consumption of wood by 
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Plate XVII. Thread 'lacchi' (coil) 

Plate XIX. A typical spinriing wheel 

Plate XXI. Female workeneeling thread 
in bobbin 

I_ ____ ----------------------------. 
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Plate XVIII. Thread reeled in bobbin 

Plate XX. Shuttle, a typical tool 

Plate XXII. Hand operated loom 



Plate XXIII. Threads arranged in looms 

Plate XXIV. A female worker 
operating loom 

Plate XXVI. Woven cloths 
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Plate XXV. Weaving in a frame 

Plate. XXVII. Stocks of woven cloths 
ready for sale 

__ j 



Notes: 

Plate XXVIII. Women selling th~ woven traditional cloths 

Plate XXIX. Mech women in their traditional cloths, 
woven by their community people 

(i) Plate XVII to XXI and XXIII to XXV have been taken at Uttor Mendabari village 
of Kalchini block 

(ii) Plate XXII, XXVIII and XXIX have been taken at Narsl.ngpur village ofFalakata 
block 

(iii) Plate XXVI and XXVII have been taken at Narathali village of Kumargram block 

' 
~---'--"~-~--=---'-''---'-----'---'-=· -=--=-o.---=-=-'-=-=-==~-=---=-=-===--·=-~---- -·-- --- -·--· - ----
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each unit varies according to the nature of the products. Raw materials needed for 

various articles produced by different units are given below: 

Articles 

1. Posts 

2. Door (Panels) 

3. House construction articles 

4. Door frames 

5. Chauki 

6. Plough 

Species 

Sal(Shorea robusta) Sisso (Dalbergia sisso) 

Sal, Kathal (Autocarpus integrifolia) 

Sal, Kathal, Gamhar (Gmeline arborea 
gamhar) 

Sal, Sisso, Jarul (Lagerstroemia flos-regina) 

Sal, Sisso 

Sal, Khair (Acacia catechu) 

7. Furniture (Chair, table, almirah etc.) Gamhar, Sisso, Teak (Tectona grandis) 

8. Cot Teak, Sisso 

9. Other household articles Sal, Sisso, Jarul 

Source: Department of Forests, Govt. of West Bengal 

Other important raw materials are varnish, nails and adhesive etc. 

5.3. 7 Pottery 
Clay is the chief raw material for pottery industry. It is collected from local and 

distant sources on payment. Most of the units purchase good quality clay from distant 

sources on share basis. Some inferior quality clay is collected from local ponds free of 

cost. The other important material required in pottery industry is firewood which is 

purchased from nearby sources. Some units use colour in some decorative articles. 

5.3.8 Blacksmithy 
The major raw materials required in Blacksmithy are- scrap iron, iron rod and 

iron sheets which are purchased from nearby markets like Birpara, Jaigaon, Kalchini, 

Alipurduar, Falakata, Dhupguri, Maynaguri etc. Since large portions ofthe blacksmiths 

income are from servicing, coal occupies prominent position in the list of raw materials 

and it is purchased from the dealer. Part ofthe requirement is also met with charcoal. 

5.4 Major Articles Produced 
The household industrial activities prevalent in the study area can be divided 

into two broad classes - (a) production and (b) servicing. Food-processing, Handloom, 
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Rope-making and Pottery exclusively produce different articles. While in case of 

Bamboo-work, Cane-work and Carpentry production of various articles is the most 

important part of the job, some such units also take servicing and repairing works. 

Servicing forms the principal works of the Blacksmithy units though they occasionally 

perform repairing and production of some traditional units. 

Production 
Various articles produced by the different household industries can be grouped 

under three broad classes as stated below: 

5.4.1 Utilitarian Articles: Most of the articles fall under this group. Major articles 

produced by different household industrial units are as follows-

Food-processing- The units produce puffed rice. 

Handloom - The Rava and Mech tribes produce their traditional cloths 

'dokono' and 'mekla' respectively, besides other articles like small 

'sari'(women garment), 'gamchha' (towel), 'chaddar', 'omi', bags etc. Other 

units produce 'sari', gamcha etc. 

Rope-making- The units produce rope and rope articles of the following 

varieties: 

Roshi/dori: Kind of rope for common use, securing loads of straw and bags and 

tying cattle. 

Namolo: A typical variety of rope produced for the use of tea garden labour. 

Theka/Juri: Kind of rope used to tie the neck of cattle and a pole. 

Bamboo-work- The following are the important articles produced in Bamboo

work: 

Dhaki/Tukuri or Jhuri: These are containers or baskets used to carry or store 

agricultural produce. Small, medium and large size 'tukuris' or 'jhuris' are 

made according to the needs. 

Duli: This is a big size baskets used for preserving paddy. 

Chela: Used for winnowing grains in addition to other domestic purpose. 

Other articles: 'Kula' (winnowing fan), 'pakha' (fan), 'dhara' (bamboo mat). 
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Plate XXX. Jute fibre 

J 
., 

Plate XXXI. Typical tools used in rope making (a) 'utkun' and (b) 'dhera' 

Plate. XXXII. Workers spinning jute by 'ghergheri' - a typical tool 
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Plate XXXIII. Spinning of jute fibre by 'clhera' 

Plate XXXIV. Spinnedjute in (a) 'dhera' and (b) 'utkun' 

Plate XXXV. Spinning of jute fibre using by-cycle 
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Plate XXXVI. Making rope by 'utkun' Plate XXXVII. Making rope using 
by-cycle 

Plate XXXVIII. Variety of ropes produced by the artisan workers 

w-~-=-~---"'--=-=-co...-~~ -- --------- - -- ---- --
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Plate XXXIX. 'Theka' - a typical rope 
used for tying. cattle 

Plate ·xL. 'Namolo' ~a typical article 
used by tea garden labour 

Plate XLI. Artisan workers selling manufactured articles in the hat 

Notes:-

(i) Plate XXX, XXI, XXXIII-XXXV, XXXVII to XL have been taken at Islamabad 
village ofMadarihat-Birpara block 

(ii) Plate_XX)(JI, XXXVI have been taken at Dakshin Sisubari village ofMadarihat
Birpara block 

(iv) Plate XLI has been taken atJ ateswar hat of Falakata block 

I __ .J ___________ ·---· ___________ .. -
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Besides the above, a variety of fish contraption articles are produced. Some 

important articles used to catch fish are- 'polo', 'jakai', 'khalai', 'chhepa' etc. 

Cane-work - A vast range of items is produced like fumitures, panel and 

partitions, lamp shades, baskets, handicrafts etc. The various furniture includes 

sofa-set, garden chairs, dining chairs, centre and side tables, 'morah'(sitting 

stool) etc. 

Carpentry - The products of carpentry are many. The village units make 

mainly agricultural implements, door, window frames and shutters, 'chauki', 

stool and many other household articles. The urban and semi urban units, on the 

other hand have specialised in furniture and artistic pieces of work known for 

beauty and utility. The furniture of such units include cots, dining tables, centre 

and tea tables, dressing tables etc. 

Pottery - The most commonly used pottery products are earthen pots and 

pitchers, plates, coin holders, earthen lainps, earthen cups and glasses etc. 

Modem day decorative articles have also found place in the latest designs of 

some units. 

Blacksmithy - A variety of agricultural implements, domestic goods and 

cutleries are made by the blacksmiths. Some important articles are listed below

Agricultural implements: sickle, plough blade, 'khurpi' (a small digging tool). 

Domestic articles: knives of different sizes, 'chimta' (forceps), 'bonti' (kind of 

tool used for cutting for vegetables, fishes etc.). 

Other articles: 'Jhumi' (large knife to cut grasses), axes, scissor, 'hasua' (large 

sickle). 

5.4.2 Decorative cum Utilitarian Articles: These are mostly produce by some units of 

Bamboo-work, Cane-work, Carpentry and Pottery industry. Baskets, ashtray, flower 

vas, pen stands, lamp shades are some such items made by different units of Bamboo

work and Cane-work. Cradle, wooden shelf etc. made by carpenters and flower vas, 

coin holders etc. made by potters are important decorative cum utilitarian articles. 

5.4.3 Decorative Articles: The items under this classification are some cane and 

carpentry articles of better workmanship and greater artistic effect. Although some of 
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Plate XLII. Bamboo in the natural 
environment 

Plate XLIII. Bamboo stem 
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·Plate XLIV. Tools and accessories used in Bamboo-work 
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a. 'kunti chhuri' (knife), b. 'dao' (chopper), c. hack saw, d. 'ghura' (a tripod stand) I 
__ j 
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Plate XLV. Artisan workers making bamboo strips 

Plate XLVI. Bamboo strips being dried in sunlight 
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Plate XLVII. Workers busy in making baskets 

Plate XLVIII. Utilitarian articles of bamboo: 
a & b winnowing fans; c & d baskets of various size 
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Plate XLIX. Fishing articles - a. 'jakoi' b.' khalai' c. 'tepai' 

Plate L. Decorative cum utilitarian articles of bamboo 
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Plate LI. Decorative articles of bamboo - wall hangings 

Plate LII. Arrangement of articles for 
sale in a fair 

Notes: 

Plate LIII. Selling of Bamboo articles 
in market 

(i) Plate XLII to XLVI & XLVIII have been taken at Uttar Chhekamari village of 
Madarihat-Birpara block 

(ii) Plate XLVII and XLIX have been taken at Uttar Sishubari village ofMadarihat
Birpara block 

(iv) Plate L to LII have been taken at a fair held atAlipurduar 

( v) Plate LIII has been taken at Birpara hat ofMadarihat-Birpara block 

L--=-=---=--=---=--~-=---~-==~~=-===--=--=--=-==--=-=-==-=-====================-------
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these articles may be used in day to day life, they are valued high as objects of art and 

used as decorative pieces. 

5.5 Servicing and Repairing 
In Blacksmithy sector servicing of agricultural implements, various tools used 

for domestic purposes and some articles used by various other industries is the major 

work of importance. Besides Blacksmithy, some of the units of Bamboo-work, Cane

work and Carpentry also render servicing to some articles. 

5.6 Seasonal Variation in Production 
Most of the units ofthe selected household industries show seasonal variation in 

production. These variations can be attributed to the followin~ reasons: 

(i) Extent of involvement of the workers in activities other than household 

industries in certain seasons. 

(ii) Seasonality in demand of the product and services. 

(iii) Difficulties in procurement of raw materials and non-availability of raw 

materials. 

Most of the workers of the household industries are multi occupational. They 

can be best termed as twin occupational. However, occupational patterns of different 

workers of different units show great variations due to various factors. 

The Food-processing units produce puffed rice throughout the year. Production 

increases to some extent in winter especially after the harvesting of paddy. Availability 

of cheap paddy is the main reason for such seasonal increase in production. 

In Handloom, for majo:r:ity of the units the industry is not the main source of 

income due to very low profit. The tribal workers belonging to the Rava arid Mech 

tribal units keep themselves engaged in other occupations mostly agriculture. 

Production in such units, therefore, is highly seasonal. During monsoon they work in 

the paddy field either of their own or for others as labourer. Production remains almost 

closed during these periods. The same things happen during the harvesting of such crop 

in early winter periods. For these units peak production period is December to February 

and it is moderate to low during March to May. Production is also seasonal in other 

non-tribal ~its. It is relatively larger during marriage and festive seasons. 

Female participation in the Rope-making units is very high and most of the 

female workers remain engaged in production throughout the year. Male workers on 

the other hand earn from other sources. They work as agricultural labourers during 
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tillage of field and sowing in monsoon period and harvesting in early winter periods. 

Production in Rope- making is, therefore, highly seasonal. In pre-monsoon or monsoon 

period the production is low due to non-availability or high price of the raw materials. 

Immediately after the monsoon, the production goes up due to availability of cheap raw 

material. During this time most of the units store the raw material as well as their 

produced goods. 

The demands of articles like bamboo baskets, fishing articles are generally 

seasonal. During the harvesting periods of paddy and vegetables from November to 

January, demand of baskets of various sizes is very high for carrying and preserving 

purpose. So production of these articles reaches the peak during these months. The 

demands for fishing articles increases during monsoon and post monsoon period when 

fishes are caught mainly from natural sources. The demands of other goods like the 

decorative and decorative-cum-utilitarian articles rise high in winter when many units 

participate in fairs held in many places in and outside the study area. So the production 

also goes up during this period. 

Cane articles are generally produced throughout the year except in the monsoon 

period. Production increases during winter months when fairs are held in different parts 

of the country and many units participate in such fairs with their articles. So this 

industry also shows seasonal variation in production. 

The market for the products of Carpentry is seasonal and depends on the 

economic prosperity of the people at large. In rural areas, it is confined to the village. In 

urban and semi urban areas the demand for furniture and decorative articles are very 

high and production continues throughout the year except the monsoon period. In rural 

parts, the demcpld is highly seasonal and workers are engaged only for parts of the year. 

The annual turnover, therefore, varies from unit to unit. 

Seasonal variation in production is the characteristics of Pottery industry also. 

The tempo of the production rises between October to December. Production is 

moderate during January to May while in the monsoon periods the work is done on a 

smaller scale to meet the local demands only. 

The annual production in Blacksmithy sector is largely conditioned by the 

seasonal variations in demand and by the raw materials supplied by the consumers. In 

winter and in monsoon periods there is more demand for agricultural tools and 
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Plate LIV. Cane at stock 

__ ..,.' 
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.-. 

·-Til 
Plate LV. Tools and accessories of Cane-work: 

a. hacksaw, b. dice, c. knife & scissors, d. blow lamp ! 
I 

II__ 
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Plate LVI. Cane workers busy at work 

Plate LVII. Making of sofa under process 

Plate LIX. A worker putting colour 
on articles 
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Plate LVIII. Pieces of shaped cane 

Plate LX. A man selling his cane articles 



Plate LXI. Decorative cum utilitarian cane article: a.sofa; b. baskets ofvarying size; 
c. mirror frame; d. chair and lampshade; e. basket; f. tea table 

Notes: 

(i) Plate LIV to LV have been taken at Lataguri village ofMalbazar block 

(ii) Plate LVI to LVIII have been taken at Uttar Matiali village ofMalbazar block 

(iii) Plate LIX and LX have been taken at Birpara Tea Garden village of Madarihat
Birpara block 

(iv) Plate LXI have been taken at Binnaguri Tea Garden village of Dhupguri block 
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implements whereas making of household and other articles are undertaken throughout 

the year. 

5. 7 Tools and Accessories 
The workers of various industries use vanous tools and accessories for 

manufacturing their own goods. These tools are made from iron, woods, bamboos etc. 

Repair and maintenance of tools involve significant costs in some industries like 

Carpentry, Blacksmithy etc. Like the skill, the tools are also inherited by most of the 

workers belonging to different household industries. The major tools and accessories 

used in different household industries are given below: 

5.7.1 Food-processing -The only tools used for making puffed rice are a large caldron 

and bunch of thin bamboo sticks tied together, called 'ghutni'. This is used to stir the 

rice placed in the hot sand over the caldron. 

5.7.2 Handloom - The chief tool of the Handloom industry consists of looms and 

accessories. The important accessories are - Beater, raddle, shuttle, skein winder, 

'charka', bobbin etc. 

5.7.3 Rope-making - Tools of Rope-making industries are very simple. These are 

mostly made from the bamboo. The workers themselves make the equipments. The 

important tools are -'utkun', 'd~era', 'ghergheri' etc. and all are used to spin the jute 

fibre. Sometimes workers use the by-cycle by turning its upside down to spin the jute. 

5.7.4 Bamboo-work- Tools and accessories for Bamboo-work are also of simple type. 

Each family possesses the following tools in appreciable number: 

(i) Axe: Usually purchased from the market and sharpened by the 

blacksmiths. It is used by to cut bamboo. 

(ii) Dao: It is a medium size heavy knife generally used for cutting bamboo. 

(iii) Dakali: A wooden slab on which bamboo is placed for cutting and 

splitting it into different sizes for making bamboo strips. 

(iv) Earthen or steel bowl: Workers belonging to Turi or Mahali community, 

whenever sits for work keep the bowl full of water by their side for 

sprinkling water on bamboo strips to soften it. 
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Plate LXII. Carpenters at work 

Plate LXIII. Important tools of carpentry: 
a. plane; b. square; c. hammer; d. saw 
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Plate LXIV. Pieces of timber at stock Plate LXV. pieces of shaped timber 

;a .. -~~~:\ ... ~~~~:.·_, 
- -- - --·· -..;..~;._ 

Plate LXVI. Articles made by the carpenters- a. plough; b. cot & dressing table; 
c. chair; d. cot; e. 'chauki'; f. rack 

.~~-=-=-~--~-~- -- - ---------------~--
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Plate LXVII. Carpenters selling their articles in the market 

Notes: 

(i) Plate LXII and LXIII have been taken atMadhya-Madarihat village of Madarihat-
Birpara block 

(ii) Plate LXIV and LXV have been taken at Umacharanpur village of Falakata block 

(iii) Plate LXVI have been taken at Kalchini Tea Garden village of Kalchini block 

(iv) Plate LXVII have been taken at Mahakalguri village of Alipurduar Block-II 
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(v) Knife: A small plain knife is used for making bamboo strips. Turi 

workers used a typical knife called, 'kunti chhuri'. 

(vi) Stone or wooden block: To sharpen the knives workers used these 

blocks. 

(vii) Ghura (stand): This is a tripod stand made from wood or bamboo used 

for scraping or smoothing of bamboo strips. 

5.7.5 Cane-work: The tools used in Cane-work are-

(i) Hack saw: Used for cutting canes into different sizes. 

(ii) Knives: Used for making or smoothing cane strips. 

(iii) Blow lamp: Used for heating the green cane for easy bending. 

(iv) Dice: A wooden tool used for bending raw cane. 

(v) Hammer: Used for fixing nails. 

5.7.6 Carpentry: The carpenters used various tools for their work. These are-

(i) Jack plane: Jack Plane is made of wood or metal. It is used for 

smoothing as well as removing rough surfaces as quickly to bring in 

required size of sawn wooden piece. 

(ii) Try square: It is used for testing the squareness of materials and 

enabling lines to be marked at right angles (90°) to a given surface. 

(iii) Marking gauge: This is used for making lines parallel to a face or an 

edge. 

(iv) Saw: Saw is used for cutting woods into different sizes. 

(v) Hammer: Hammer is used where hammering is necessary to drive nails. 

Another type of hammer, called claw hammer is used for hammering as 

well as extracting nails from the wood. 

(vi) Screw driver: Different size of screw driver is used for loosening or 

tightening the screws. 

(vii) Pincer: It is used for pulling out the nails from woods. 

(viii) Chisels: Generally, two types of chisel are used - firmer chisel and 

mortise chisel. While the former is used for finishing laps, mortise 

sockets, pins etc., the latter is used for making rectangular holes in the 

wood 

(ix) Hand drill machine: It is used for making holes up to 12 mm in wood. 

182 



rr============~ --==-=--~-------- ------------ --------------------- -

Plate LXVIII. Clay at stock Plate LXIX. Processing of clay 

Plate LXX. Women potters making articles 

Plate LXXI. Potter's wheel Plate LXXII. The Potter's oven 
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Plate LXXIII. Potter making coin box Plate LXXIV. Potter making pots 
on wheel 

Plate LXXV. The articles being dried in sun before placing in the oven 

Plate LXXVI. Pottery articles at stock Plate LXXVII. Potter selling his articles 
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Plate LXXVIII, Potters decorative and utilitarian articles: a. tub; b. lamp pot; 
c. pitcher; d. structure of a musical instrument; e & f. decorative articles 

Notes: 

(i) Plate LXVIII to LXXV have been taken at Satpukuri village of Madarihat
Birpara block 

(ii) Plate LXXVI and LXXVII have been taken at Birpara Tea Garden village of 
Madarihat-Birpara block 

(iii) Plate LXVIII have been taken at DakshinAltagram village of Dhupguri block 
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(x) Oil stone: It is used for sharpening the tools like chisels and jack plane 

blades. 

5.7.7 Pottery - The potters' tools are very simple, one bamboo stick and a potter's 

wheel locally known as 'chak'. The stick is used to rotate the wheel which frequently 

comes to a stop. Therefore, he uses the stick to give the necessary momentum to the 

wheel every time whenever it slows down. Some potters mould vessels with their hands 

only without using the wheel. Sometimes the potter uses one earthen or steel bowl full 

of water to soften the clay to give particular shapes while making certain articles. A 

spade is used while preparing the clay. 

5.7.8 Blacksmithy - The blacksmiths' workshop IS equipped with the following 

implements 

(i) Blower: Most of the units use this implement to give blast of air to the 

hearth. It is fitted with iron chain with a wooden handle at the edge and 

is connected with the hearth by an iron pipe. Some units use blower 

machine. 

(ii) Anvil: It is an iron block on which blacksmith shapes metals. 

(iii) Hammer: Large size hammer is used for hammering the heated metal . 

placed on the anvil. 

(iv) Reti: It is used for sharpening the produced articles like knives, 

'jhurni'(large sickle), etc. 

Besides the above the blacksmiths use other tools like 'chimta' (forceps), small 

hammer etc. 

5.8 Marketing Mechanism in Practice 
As most of the articles are produced to cater the needs of the consumers 

belonging to the rural areas, majority of the products, from the point of view of the 

workers is thus marketed locally. Moreover, many of them are produced on order or on 

contract basis. Very negligible quantity of the products is sold outside the district, i.e., 

outside the study area. Marketing of these products at distant places is an exception. 

Only some articles produced by Cane-work and Carpentry units find market outside the 

study area. Articles of these industrial units find good market in the urban areas, either 

by direct sale to the customer or through the mahajan. In majority of the household 

industries, middlemen or mahajans give money in advance and procure the items 
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manufactured by the workers. However, the products are generally disposed off 

through the following channels. 

Sale a1t Residence: Parts of the household industrial articles produced by the artisan 

workers are directly sold from their. residence or workshops. The consumers go to the 

residence or workshops of the artisans and buy the articles according to their needs and 

choice. Sometimes retailers and middlemen take articles from them after paying some 

advances. 

Sale through Hawking: Sometimes the workers sale their produced goods by 

hawking. They take their products to towns or distant remote villages and sell directly 

to the consumers. 

Sale in the Local Markets: A large quantity of products is generally sold in the local 

market where the articles of the day-to-day use are also sold. Some products are 

displayed in the stalls for the sale. The customers buy their required articles from these 

stalls. 

Fairs or Melas: The artisan workers participate in different fairs, 'mela', or exhibition 

held in different places. The products are also sold in the exhibitions organised by the 

state and central governments. 

Weekly or Bi-weekly Hats: Weekly and bi-weekly hats are generally held in the rural 

areas and towns. The artisan workers living in the adjoining areas take their products to 

these hats and dispose off them of directly to the consumers. 

Established Marketing Channel in Specific Areas: There are established markets for 

the particular household industrial products in the specific areas of many of the towns 

in the study area. The articles displayed in the shops for sale are either manufactured in 

the workshops attached to the shops or procured through dealers or commission agents. 

Sometime articles are also purchased directly from the local producers on contract or 

order basis. In the organised markets, the products are generally sold to the customers. 

Sometimes the shopkeepers also receive order from the consumers and supply the 

finished products according to their specification. 
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Plate LXXIX. A blacksmith working 
with simple blower 
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Plate LXXX. A blacksmith working 
with blower machine 
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Plate LXXXI. Blacksmiths tools: a. hammers; b. anvil; c. forceps; d. rasp 
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Plate LXXXII. Blacksmiths doing servicing and repairing work 

Plate LXXXIII. Blacksmithy articles for sale 
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Plate LXXXIV. Blacksmith working 
at his workshop 

Plate LXXXV. Blacksmith shaping a knife 

Plate LXXXVI. Servicing and selling of articles 

Notes: 

(i) Plate LXXIX, LXXXII and LXXXIII have been taken at Birpara bazaar of 
Madarihat-Birpara block 

(ii) Plate LXXXIV have been taken at Birpara Tea garden village ofMadarihat-Birpara 
block 

(iii) Plate LXXX, LXXXI and LXXXV have been taken at Dakshin Madarihat village 
of Madarihat-Birpara block ; 

(iv) Plate LXXXVI have been taken at Sishubari hat of Madarihat-Birpara block 
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Supply on Contract or Order Basis: The workers also dispose off their production on 

contract or order basis. They receive contracts or orders either from the individuals or 

from the dealers, traders and contraqtors, and supply the article according to their 

specifications. Sometimes the workers receive some advance payment for purchasing 

the main raw material, and after the processing is over, they get wages on a piece-rate 

basis. 

Sales to Government Agency: Some household industrial products of Cane-work are 

sold by the workers to the state government agency like Manjusha. The products 

procured by such agency are disposed off directly to the consumers. 

Prices of the products are not fixed and are determined by competition among 

the sellers on the one hand and -buyers on the other. The scope of bargain depends on 

two factors: (i) as supply demand dichotomy and as (ii) seller buyer relationship. 

In case of the supply demand dichotomy in the study area, usually following 

three types of conditions were observed: 

Firstly, pressure falls on sellers when demand of the products shrinks forcing 
' 

the sellers to offer cheap rates to the traders for ready sale and competition. 

Secondly, pressure falls on the mahajan, middlemen and traders when demand 

of the finished goods increases due to customers' preferences, attendance of large 

number of buyers in the market, small number of sellers or only scanty supply of 

finished products. The buyers face competition when they offer a bit higher price of 

goods than usual to attract the sellers. However, the bargain in this situation is not 

universally found with all the household industries. 

Thirdly, there arises a situation where supply and demand are mostly balanced, 

thus bargain is not much involved and sales and purchases are made on the principles 

of buyer-seller relationship. The traders help the artisan workers in time of need and the 

sellers out of obligation sell their articles to them only at a fixed rate. 

The ethnic background of the workers and the basic information of the 

household industries presented above make it clear that that the selected household 

industries, if properly planned, have some viability to grow as an important factor of 

the economy of the household industrial workers. However, there is a need of 

understanding the economy of the units in terms of input-output accounts, price cost 

relations and savings-expenditure balance. In this regard, it is also important to know 

the institutional implications in the efforts of promoting the causes of the sector, which 
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has so far been deprived of any significant attention. Thus, there is a need for analysing 

the characteristics and identifying the factors responsible for inhibiting the growth of 

the selected household industrial units. 

5.9 Conclusion 
The above analysis presents an overview of the social-cultural aspect of the 

household industrial workers and their industrial activities in the Jalpaiguri district. 

This was primarily based on the data collected from the field survey. It is found that 

the district is abode of multi-ethnic community with varied culture and religious 

manifestation. It is this diversity of the culture which played a strong influence in 

variation of household industrial articles produced in the district. Indigenous workers 

with their magic hand have been instrumental in transforming available resources to 

fulfill the needs of the local people and as well as the tourist is unmatched. Today the 

household industrial products of the district range from Food-processing, Rope

making, Handloom, Bamboo-work, Cane-work, Carpentry, Pottery, Blacksmithy etc. 

Besides, there are some other household industries too such as Bee-keeping, Oil

Ghani, Pati Industry etc., which could not be taken for the study due to in-sufficient 

number of data. 

It is obvious that this trade has passed from generation to generation and 

simultaneously traditional techniques of production passed from father to son. Thus, 

this led to the advancement in forming guild to act within in conserving very nature of 

traditional household industry till the date. The following chapter presents an analysis 

of the characteristics and identification of the factors responsible for inhibiting the 

growth of the selected household industrial units. 
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