Chapter-2

Growth Of Slums In Siliguri Municipal Corporation
2.1 Introduction
Siliguri is one of the fast growing urban center of West Bengal . Due to rapid growth
of population, transport & communication, industrial activities & job opportunities
there is inflow of labour from the surrounding areas & neighbouring states, as a result
of this inflow there is growth of unauthorized settlements which effect the existing
land use pattern of the city. These unauthorized settlements or slums are not confined
to existing residential areas but are developed in areas which are not suitable for
habitation like by the side of railway track, river beds, swampy lands etc . This
growth of unauthorized settlements have negative impacts on the environment.

2.2 Evolution Of Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Siliguri became a sub-division in Darjeeling district from a small village. The British
administration had declared Siliguri a sub-division (Mahakuma) in the year 1907 . It
is surprising to note that with in a very short span of time there is a rapid growth of
Siliguri from a small town to one of the largest cities in the entire North East of India.
The original small village of Siliguri with population less than 800 was located to the
south of

s Sakhtigarh colony, At that time Phansidawa bandor was more

important , All the government activity was conducted form the area today Haskhoa
Tea Estate, The Siliguri Municipality was establishd in 1949 , with a population of
32480 & area of 15.54 aq.km, After the independence of India in 1947 the growth of
Siliguri received momentum. Siliguri became the gateway to North East India after
Assam Rail link in 1950 soon . Siliguri became the port centre for trade between
India, Sikkim ,Bhutan , Nepal & Tibet, This led to major influx of business
communities in Siliguri from other parts of the country such as Nepal, Bihar, Sikkim,
Rajasthan etc to grab the business opportunity. Not only railway but also road
transport developed . NH-31 & other road network connected the entire North

East

India. After Independence , in 1947 thousand of refugees from East Pakistan & from
Assam in 1960 due to anti Bengali riot who lost their home poured into Siliguri not
only this the war with china in 1962, with Pakistan in 1965 & the 1971 war with
west Pakistan & the creation of Bangladesh made major influx of refugees in Siliguri
which lead to rapid growth of population in the town. With this increase in
population the growth of unauthorized settlement was also increasing , much of
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Siliguri

ther places with the increase in population the

demand for higher education also increased. As a result college & university was
established. The Siliguri college (1950) , Siliguri college of commerce (1962) ,
Tarai Mahavidyalaya in Bagdogra
(1987), & Surya Sen college (1998) was established, North Bengal University (1962)
& The Medical college & Hospital (1967) was established , Some important state
Government offices were established in Siliguri after 1981. As Siliguri is located at
the foot hills of Himalayas & is a gateway to North

East tourism industry began to

grow & tourist activities stimulated the economy of the town. In 1994 Siliguri
Municipal Corporation was in corporated with a total area of 26.37 Sq. km. The area
not only covered 15.54 sq. km of Siliguri Municipality but also included some parts
of Jalpaiguri & Darjeeling district , Now Siliguri Municipal Corporation is comprised
of 47 Municipal wards. There are 154 notified slums spread over 33 municipal wards.
during the initial period of growth, people came from the states of Bihar, U.P ,
Assam, Rajasthan as a result now Siliguri became a cosmopolitan city .
Table 2.1 Growth of Population of Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Sl.No.

Year

Population

Growth Rate

1.

1931

6067

72.85(1931-41)

2.

1941

10487

209.71(1941-51)

3.

1951

32480

101.57(1951-61)

4.

1961

65471

48.89(1961-71)

5.

1971

97486

57.80(1971-81)

6.

1981

153835

126.51(1981-91)

7.

1991

348461

35.56(1991-2001)

8.

2001

472374

8.66(2001-2011)

9.

2011

513264

-

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation Report, 2017
Through out its 63 year of existence Siliguri had shown a high rate of population
growth , In 1931 , Siliguri had a population of 6067 & after 80 year Siliguri
Municipal Corporation has a population of 513264 in 2011 . Siliguri has always been
a business centre & education center in Terai and Doars Region. Not only the
residents of Siliguri but also students from Sikkim. Bhutan , Nepal & neighbouring
states come for education purpose , Originally the Rajbanshi people owned most of
the lands of Siliguri but now their population has decreased, Siliguri has how become
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a Cosmopolitan city with Nepali , Bengali , Marwari, Bihari & Punjabi people living
peacefully together, The most Prominent communities now in Siliguri are Gorkhalis,

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure2.1 Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 1971
The commonly spoken regional languages are Bengali , Hindi, Nepali . Influx of
illegal immigrants from Bangladesh , Nepal & migrants from Assam & migrants from
Bihar & other parts of India has led to abnormal high growth of population .
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.2 Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 1981

2.3 Distribution of Notified Slums of City Zones by Population Size
From the table it is seen that the population size has been categorized into 4 groups
i.e. <1000, 1001-2000, 2001-3000 & >3000.
The city zones has been divided into 3 groups i.e. Core, Intermediary & periphery.
Out of 24 slums located in core area of Siliguri Municipal Corporation (SMC) , 13
slums have population size <1000, 9 slums have population size between (10012000) , 1 slum has population size between (2001.-3000) & 1 slum has population
>3000.
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Table 2.2 Distribution of Notified Slums by City Zones Size of Population (2011)
Sl.No. City Zones

1

Core

Population Size Of Slums
<1000 1001- 2001- >3000
2000 3000
13
9
1
1

Intermediary
2
Periphery
3
All Zones

24
54
91

11
23
43

4
11
16

3
4

Source:- Urban Poverty Elevation Cell, (U.P.E.), SMC
Sraban Nagar slum located in ward No-18 has the highest slum population (4846) in
Siliguri Municipal Corporation(SMC). In core area the 2nd highest population is found
in Matangini colony II (2511) located in ward No.28 of SMC.
The 9 slums in core area having population size (1000-2000) are as follows.
Table 2.3 Distribution of Slums Having Population Size (1000-2000) in Core Zone
Sl.No

Ward No

Slums Name

Population Size Of
Slums (1000-2000)

1

6

Darbhanga Tala , Fakir Tola

1254

2

7

Vivekananda Colony

1725 (H)

3

20

A.Durgadas Colony

1619

B.Jyotinagar Colony

1130(L)

A.Mazdur Colony

1656

B.Sarbahara Colony

1394

Desh Bandhu Colony

1482

4

28

5

30

Total

13115

Source: Compiled by the researcher
The 13 slums in core area having population size (<1000) are as follows
Table 2.4

Distribution of Slums Having Population Size(Less Than 1000) in Core

Zone
Sl.No

Ward

Slums Name

Population

No

size

Slums (<1000)

1

7

Swami Nagar

912

2

18

a.Lichu Bagan Colony

535

b.Rana Bastee

347

c.Kshudiram Colony

332

d.Pramod Nagar

256
301

3

19

Subhash Nagar

4

20

a.Chittaranjan Colony
28

970 (H)

of

b.Rammohan Colony

832

c.Sraban Nagar

552

d.Fuleshwari Unnyan Colony

435

5

28

Tikayapara Bastee Colony

263

6

29

a.Samity Colony

148

b.Fuleswari Colony
Total

70 (L)
5953

Source: Compiled by researcher
Out of the 13 slums located in core area having population size( less than 1000)
Chitaranjan Colony located in

ward 20 has the highest population of 970 &

Fuleswari Colony in ward No. 29 has the lowest population of 70 .
The total slum population in the core area of Siliguri Municipal Corporation (SMC)
is 26425.
In the Intermediary zone of Siliguri Municipal Corporation (SMC) , there are 24
slums having population size <1000, 11 slums having population (1001-2000) & 4
slums having population (2001-3000). No slums of population size > 3000 are found
in this zone.
In this zone highest slum population is found in Pareshnagar located in ward no. 44
having population 2608 & lowest slum population is found in Pradhan Nagar
(Jyotirmoy club) located in ward No. 3 having a population of only 40. The Pradhan
Nagar slum has the lowest slum population in the whole Siliguri Municipal
Corporation (SMC) .
Out of 24 slums having population (<1000) in the Intermediary zone highest
population of 785 is found in Laxmi colony located in ward 44 & lowest population
of 40 is found in Pradhan Nagar (Jyotirmoy club) located in ward no 3.
Out of 11 slums having population (1000-2000). in the Intermediary zone highest
population of 1982 is found in Janatanagar slum of ward no.44 & lowest population
of 1026 is found in Dadabhai colony slum located in ward no. 43 of Siliguri
Municipal Corporation (SMC).
Out of 4 slums having population (2001-3000) in the intermediary zone highest
population of 2608 is found in Pareshnagar slum located in ward no. 44 & lowest
slum population of 2165 is found in East Baghajatin colony slum of ward no. 2 of
SMC.
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The total slum population of the Intermediary zone of Siliguri Municipal Corporation
(SMC) is 37261.
In the Periphery zone of Siliguri Municipal Corporation (SMC) there are 54 slums
having population (<1000), 23 slums having population (1001-2000), 11 slums
having population (2001-3000) & 3 slums having population (>3000).
In this zone highest slum population of 4568 is found in Santoshinagar slum located
in ward no 5 & lowest slum population of 92 is found in Subhashnagar B located in
ward no. 40.
Out of 54 slums having population (<1000 highest population of 989 is found in
Niranjan Nagar Colony A located in ward 36 & lowest slum population of 92 is
found in Subhash Nagar B , located in ward No. 40
Out of 23 slums having population (1001-2000) highest slum population of 1953 is
found in Jyotinagar colony in ward 4 and lowest slum population of 1095 is found in
khudiram colony located in ward- 40
Out of 11 slums having population size (2001-3000) , highest slum population of
2985 is found in Madhya Chayan colony located in ward 37. & lowest slum
population of 2005 is found in Sahid Colony A located in ward 35.
Out of 3 slums having population (>3000), highest slum population of 4568 is found
in Santoshi Nagar located in ward 5 & lowest slum population of 3012 is found in
Shibnagar colony slum located in ward 46.
The total slum population of Periphery zone of Siliguri Municipal Corporation is
106205 in 2011.

2.4 Growth of Slums in Siliguri Municipal Corporation
This section describes the growth of slums by number of households, population,
slum area.
2.4.1 Growth of Slums by Number &

Population in Siliguri Municipal

Corporation During 1971-2011
Slums of Siliguri Municipal Corporation has grown simultaneously with the growth
of SMC. If urban resources are stressed by population pressure then growth of slums
are taking place . Tourism industry has developed in Siliguri , Large number of
people from rural areas are coming to Siliguri in search of livelihood & settle
themselves in slum areas . This lead to proliferation of slums at a faster rate .
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.3 Slum Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 1971
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.4 Slum Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 1981
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.5 Slum Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 1991
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.6 Slum Map of Siliguri Municipal Corporation 2018
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Table 2.5 Growth

of

Slum Number And Population in Siliguri Municipal

Corporation (SMC) during 1971-2011
Sl.No. Year

No.Of Growth Rate of Slum
Slums No. of slums
Population

Growth Rate of slum
population

1

1971

23

143(1971-81)

10000

180(1971-81)

2

1981

56

14.2(1981-91)

28000

96.2(1981-91)

3

1991

64

54958

179.4(1991-2001)

4

2001

154

153589

14.2(2001-2011)

5

2011

187

140.6(19912001)
21.42(20012011)
-

175411

-

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
The 1971 war with West Pakistan & the creation of Bangladesh made major influx of
refugees in Siliguri which lead to rapid growth of slum population in the town. With
this increase in population the growth of number of unauthorized settlement was
increase in population the demand for higher education also increased. Some
important state Government offices were established in Siliguri after 1981. As
Siliguri is located at the foot hills of Himalayas & is a gateway to North

East

tourism industry began to grow & tourist activities stimulated the economy of the
town. In 1994 Siliguri Municipal Corporation was in corporated with a total area of
26.37 Sq. km. The area not only covered 15.54 sq. km of Siliguri Municipality but
also included some parts of Jalpaiguri & Darjeeling district , Now Siliguri Municipal
Corporation is comprised of 47 Municipal wards.In 1991 Siliguri was a Municipality
It consist of 30 wards only . Out of 30 wards only 16 wards had slum population.
Total number of slums of 16 wards were 64 . Total slum population was 54958. From
the above table it can be inferred that the number of slums as well as slum population
of Siliguri Municipal corporation is increasing rapidly over the year.
In 2001 the number of slums increased to 154. The per decadal variation (1991-2001)
of number of slums is 140. Siliguri Municipal Corporation was incorporated in 1994.
some parts of Jalpaiguri & Darjeeling district was included in Siliguri Municipal
Area. The

number of wards also increased . The number of wards of Siliguri

Municipal corporation increased to 47 from 30 wards. The total number of slums in
47 wards became 154 . The data supplied by Urban Poverty Ellevation (U.P.E) cell of
SMC showed 154 slums as notified slums . The total slum population of 154 slums in
2001 was 153589 & the growth rate i. e. per decadal varation (1991 -2001) of slum
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population is 179. In 2011 the total number of slums of Siliguri Municipal
Corporation (SMC) increased to 187 from 154 slums in 2001 . The total number of
notified slums is 154 & non-notified slums is 33 in 2011. The growth rate i.e. per
decadal variation (2001-2011) of number of slums is 21.43 percent.

The slum

population increased to 175411 in 2011 from 153589 in 2001. The growth rate i.e. per
decadal variation (2001-2011) is 14%
2.4.2 City Zone -Wise Growth of Slum Population
Siliguri Municipal Corporation (SMC) has been divided into 3 zones i.e. Core ,
Intermediary & Periphery on the basis of location of slums.
During 1991-2001 the percentage decadal variation of slum population was highest in
Tikaya Para Bastee Colony slum located in ward -28 in core zone which accounted
for 66% & lowest was 1.8% found in Sarbahara colony slum in ward -28. But during
2001-2011 the percentage of decadal variation was highest in Pramodnagar colony
slum in ward 18 which accounted for 79% & lowest was 5% found in Rammohan
Colony slum in ward 20.
Out of 39 slums located in intermediary zone the highest percentage of decadal
variation was found in Surya Sen colony in ward-1 which accounted for 85% during
1991-2001 & lowest was 3.3% found in Panchanan Colony in ward-1 . But during
2001-2011 the highest percentage of decadal variation was found in Purbanchal
/Dhup colony slum in ward-2 which accounted for 96.7% & lowest was 4.4% found
in Pareshnagar slum in ward -44. Out of 91 slums located in periphery zone the
highest percentage of decadal variation was found in Mazumder colony slum ward -4
which accounted for 61.2% during 1991-2001 & lowest was found in Debashis
colony slum in ward 24 which accounted for 0.39 percent during 2001-2011.The
highest growth rate was found in Tumal para slum in ward 4 which accounted for
92.7 percent and lowest 2.5 percent was found in Sahid colony A slum in ward 35.
2.4.3 Growth of Surveyed Slums in City Zones of Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Twenty Notified slums of Siliguri municipal corporation (SMC) had been surveyed.
From core zone 4 slums, from Intermediary zone 5 slums & from periphery zone 11
slums had been surveyed. The details of the growth of surveyed slums is mentioned
below.
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Slums In Core Zone
From core zone four slums have been selected for the survey . These slums are :1. Vivekananda Colony
2. Sraban Nagar
3. Rana Bastee
4. Matangini Colony
1.Sraban Nagar Slum The Sraban Nagar slum is located both in ward No-18 & ward
20.According to 2011 census there are 968 households in ward no18 & 119
households in ward no -20. The part of Sraban Nagar in ward no-18 is an area of
Subhas pally & is located between Sagina Mahato road on the north side & Jailkhana
Road on the south, on the west is Rana Bastee slum & on the east is the godown of
Food corporation of India. The slum was formed around 1970. It was sparsely
populated that time but now it become a crowded area. This slum is situated near
railway line . In earlier days this slum area was full with jungle & the neighbouring
inhabitants as well as the city people used this area as a garbage land . An oil
company named as Burma shell company owned this vacant land . This company
took the land on lease from Indian Railways. Later the company could not continue
their business & left the place. After Vurma shell company left this vacant land it was
mostly occupied by the people who come here from Bangladesh & Bihar. Very few
people from neighbouring districts like kochbihar, Jalpaiguri & from surroundings of
Siliguri settled here people who were wage labourer, kuli , rickshaw puller, van
puller occupied this vacant land with the help of local leader. & their known persons .
Presently all the households have holding number given by Siliguri Municipality but
a.
Sraban Nagar slum has the highest slum population in siliguri municipal corporation
(SMC).According to Urban Poverty Eradication cell(U.P.E) of SMC the slum
population of Sraban Nagar in 1991 was 4410, it increased to 4532 in 2001 & in 2011
it is 4846 . In the period 1991-2001 decadal population growth rate was 2.76% &
during the period 2001-2011, the decadal population growth rate was 6.93percent
.According to data provided by UPE cell of SMC the total land area of the slum in
1991 was 3.67 acre.The area increased to 4.01 acre in 2001 and in 2011 it was 4.20
acre.In the period 1991-2001 the decadal areal growth rate was 9.26 percent and it is
4.75 percent during the period 2001-2011.
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.7 Map of ward no. 18 showing Sraban Nagar and Rana Bastee slums
Growth of households- The total number of households in Sraban nagar slum was
734 in 1991. It increased to 812 in 2001 and in 2011 the number of households further
increased to 968. The decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001
was 10.6 percent and it increased to 19.21 percent during the period 2001-2011.
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2.Rana Bastee Slum Rana Bastee slum is located in Ward No. 18 of core zone. It is a
part ofsubhaspally & is located between Sraban Nagar slum on the east, Sagina
Mahato Road on the north side, Jailkhana road on south & Bagracot bus stand on the
west. The slum has developed on the Indian Railway land. It was a squatter settlement
under the leadership of a local man named Bir Bahadur Rana. The railway department
circulated a notice in the year 1985 to all the households of the slum to vacate the
land but the people denied it. All the slum people unitedly fought against the notice
issued by the railway department and finally won. The railway department cannot
vacate the land. It was in the year 1981 the inhabitants of the slum got holding
number against their households under the leadership of Ms Shanti Chakraborty who
was the councilor of Siliguri Municipality that time. This slum has mushroomed
around the Siliguri Town station & Bagrakot bus stand. Many vegetable vendors
bring vegetables from Haldibari in the morning in Town station. This slum is the
home of many vegetable sellers who buy vegetables from this vegetable vendors in
cheap rate & later sale them in higher prices. So gradually from squatter settlement
this slum became large & now it has 187 households. Now this slum is a home of
labourers, vegetable sellers, bus driver, rickshaw puller etc.
Growth of population In 1991 the slum population of Rana Bastee was 525, it
increased to 610 in 2001 & in 2011 it was 947 person . During the period 1991-2001,
the decadal population growth rate was 16.19 percent but it increased to 55.24 percent
during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Households In the year 1991 there were only 76 households in this slum.
It increased to 103 households in 2001 & in 2011 the number of households became
187. The decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was
35.53percent & it increased to 81.53 percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Area The total land area of the slum in 1991 was 0.21 acre. It increased
to 0.31 acre in 2001 & in 2011 the total land area was 0.49 acre. During the period
1991-2001 the decadal areal growth rate was 47.61percent & it increased to
59.42percent during the period 2001-2011.
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Table2.6 Growth of Population in Surveyed Slums of Siliguri Municipal
Corporation (1991-2011)
Slu
m
code

Slum Name

Populatio
n 2011

Populatio
n 2001

Populatio
n 1991

Growth
rate(2001
-2011)

Growth
rate(1991
-2001)

1

Kuli Para(Rajendra Nagar)

2557

2165

2010

18.11

7.71

2

Panchanan Colony (2)

1614

1134

1097

42.33

3.37

9

Mahananda Colony

385

232

187

65.95

24.06

14

East Baghajotin Colony

2165

1878

1723

15.28

9

34

Vivekananda Colony

1725

1398

1210

23.39

15.54

37

Sraban Nagar

4846

4532

4410

6.93

2.77

39

Rana Bastee

947

610

525

55.25

16.19

50

Fuleshwari Unnyan Colony

376

263

200

42.97

31.5

56

Matangini Colony-II

2511

2276

2100

10.33

8.38

65

Sitala Para

2815

2701

4.22

69

Tinbatti Colony

1601

1467

9.13

73

Surya Sen Colony Block E-I A

1382

1100

25.64

907

721

25.8

83

Surya Sen Colony Block E-II
A
Sahid Colony-B

1756

1601

9.68

85

Ramnagar

595

499

19.24

102

Sarat Pally

1105

976

13.22

574

400

43.5

595

399

49.12

77

125

Bhupendranagar & Netaji
Nagar
Prakashnagar

136

Shibnagar Colony

3012

2887

4.33

138

Rajibnagar Colony

1710

1599

6.94

119

Source: Compiled By the Researcher

3.Vivekananda Colony This slum is situated in ward No-7 of core zone . It is located
between the Vivekananda Road and Kishore sangha Road. The Swami Nagar slum
lies to the east of this slum . This slum was developed around 1
squatter settlement first and have mushroomed around Railway track. The slum status
is residential and was notified in the year 1994. The slum is dominated by non bengali
population. The Indian railway has the ownership of this slum land . The red light
area is in this slum. Most of the women are engaged in prostitution business. It is also
the home of labourers, drivers, rickshaw pullers, maid servants etc.
Growth of population In 1991 the slum population was 1210. It increased to 1398 in
2001 & in 2011 the slum population was 1398. The decadal population growth rate
during the period 1991-2001 was 15.53% & it increased to 23.39% during the period
2001-2011.
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.8 Map of ward no. 7 showing Vivekananda Colony slum
Growth of Households The total number of households in this slum was 199 in
1991 and it increased to 265 in 2001 . In 2011 the total households became 346. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 33.16 percent but it
decreased to 30.56 percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Area The total area of the slum was 0.21 acre in the year 1991. It
increased to 0.33 acre in 2001 and in 2011 the total area is 0.49 acre. During the
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period 1991-2001 the decadal areal growth rate was 57.14percent and during 20012011 it was 49.76percent.
4.Matangini Colony-II

This slum is situated in ward no -28 . The slum is

surrounded by sarbahara colony in the west , Prankrishna colony B slum and Tikia
Para main Road in the south , Mazdor colony slum in the east and Raiway track in the
North . This slum has developed along the railway line. The slum age is 39 years. The
slum status is residential . The slum has been notified in the year 1992 . The Railways
have the ownership of the land .This slum is dominated by Bihari people . Though
there are also Nepali, Bengali and few muslim people living in this slum for a long
time .
Growth of population The total slum population of this slum in 1991 was 2100 . It
increased to 2276 in 2001. In 2011 the slum population was 2511 . The decadal
population growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 8.38percent and it increased
to 10.33percent during the period 2001-2011.

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
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Figure 2.9

Map of Ward No. 28 showing Matangini Colony II and Phuleshwari

Colony slums
Growth of household The total number of household in this slum was 324 in 1991. It
increased to 403 in 2001. In 2011 the total number of households was 501. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 24.38 percent and
during 2001-2011 it was 24.31 percent.
Growth of Area The total land area of the slum was 1.03 acre in 1991 . It increased
to 1.51 acre in 2001 and in 2011 the total area was 1.97 acre . The decadal areal
growth rate during 1991-2001 was 46.6 percent and it decreased to 30.91 percent
during the period 2001-2011
All the slum of core zone are older slums.The slums of this zone are smaller
compared to Intermediary and Periphery zone since they can not expand horizontally.
Table 2.7 Growth of Households in Surveyed Slums of Siliguri Municipal
Corporation (1991-2011)
Slum
Code

Slum Name

1

Kuli Para(Rajendra Nagar)

2

Panchanan Colony (2)

9

Mahananda Colony

14

East Baghajotin Colony

34

Vivekananda Colony

37

Sraban Nagar

39

Rana Bastee

50

Fuleshwari Unnyan Colony

56

Matangini Colony-II

65

Sitala Para

69

Tinbatti Colony

73

83

Surya Sen Colony Block E-I
A
Surya Sen Colony Block E-II
A
Sahid Colony-B

85

Ramnagar

102

Sarat Pally

119
125

Bhupendranagar & Netaji
Nagar
Prakashnagar

136

Shibnagar Colony

138

Rajibnagar Colony

77

Households
2011

Households
2001

Households
1991

Growth
Rate(20012011)

Growth
Rate(19912001)

509

411

326

23.84

26.07

320

210

176

52.38

19.32

75

46

31

63.04

48.39

434

312

267

39.1

16.85

346

265

199

30.57

33.17

968

812

734

19.21

10.63

187

103

76

81.55

35.53

76

42

31

80.95

35.48

501

403

324

24.32

24.38

565

476

18.7

321

221

45.25

277

201

37.81

182

101

80.2

352

287

22.65

117

87

34.48

223

189

17.99

115

96

19.79

120

83

44.58

601

532

12.97

343

234

46.58

Source: Compiled by Researcher
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Slums of Intermediary Zone
1.Rajendranagar (Kulipara) slum This slum is situated in ward no-1 . The slum is
surrounded by hill cart road on the east, Railway track and Siliguri junction station
on west, Kiran chandra burning ghat and Mahananda river in the south and Tenzing
Norgey Bus terminus in the north. The slum age is 60 years. The slum status is
residential . The slum is notified in the year 1990 . The land is under the ownership of
Railways . This slum is developed along the bank of river Mahananda. Before the
slum was a squatter settlement that developed along Mahananda river bank .
Gradually with the growth and development of Siliguri this squatter settlement

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
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Figure 2.10

Map of Ward No. 1 showing Rajendranagar, Panchanan Colony and

Mahanda Colony slums
developed into a slum . With the opening of Siliguri Lions Club Eye Hospital , the
low income employees of the hospital began to settle in this slum . There is a market
along the Hill cart road . Most of the shop keepers are residents of this slum . This
slum is dominated mostly by nonbengali population . Majority of the slum dwellers
are Bihari then are the Nepalis . As the bus terminus and Junction station is near this
slum so it give shelter to hundreds of people who find employment in the market ,
station and terminus .
Growth of population The total slum population of Rajendranagar slum in 1991 was
2010 . It increased to 2165 in 2001 and in 2011 the total slum population became
2557. The decadal population growth rate during 1991 -2001 was 7.7 percent and it
increased to 18.1percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of households The total number of households in this slum was 326 in 1991
. It increased to 411 in 2001 and further increased to 509 in 2011 .
The decadal household growth rate during 1991-2001 was 26.07 percent but it
decreased to 23.84percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Area The total land area of the slum in 1991 was 11.92 acre. It increased
to 12 acre in 2001 and in 2011 the total area was 12.10 acre. During the period 1991 2001, the decadal areal growth rate was 0.67 percent and during 2001-2011 it became
0.90percent.
2 . Panchanan Colony(2) This slum is situated in north western corner of ward no-1 .
This slum is surrounded by Panchanai river in north and west , Ambedkar Nagar
Colony slum and Railway Diesel Colony No-1 Road in south, in the east is the
panchanan colony (1) slum . This slum is located in intermediary Zone. Slum status is
residential . The slum was notified in the year 1993 . The ownership of the land
belongs to Indian Railways the formation of the slum started as squatter settlement on
the Bank of Panchanai river. With the increase of population and households the slum
started growing . The locational factors play a very important role in growth of slum .
The slum land belongs to Railways and it developed along the Panchanai river bank
as land was easily available. Water was easily available from river and as the slum
people can not afford piped water and latrine amenities so the slum grew faster along
the Panchanai river bank and the choice of water front is easily explained .This slum
is dominated by Non Bengali population mostly Nepali s and bihari s .
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Growth of population The total slum population in 1991 was 1097 . Population
increased to 1134 in 2001 and in 2011 the total slum population became 1614. The
decadal population growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 3.37 percent and it
increased to 42.32percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of households The total number of households in 1991 was 176 . It
increased to 210 in 2001 The number of households increased further to 320 in 2011
The decadal household growth rate during 1991 -2001 was 19.31 percent and it
increased to 52.38 percent during the year 2001-2011 .
Growth of Area The total area of the land in 1991 was 5. 97 acre. It increased to 6.1
acre in 2001 . The total area in 2011 became 6.17 acre . The decadal areal growth rate
during the period 1991-2001 was 2.17 percent and during the period 2001 -2011 it
was 1.27 percent.
Table 2.8 Growth of Area in Studied Slums of Siliguri Municipal Corporation
(1991-2011)
Slum
Code

1
2
9
14
34
37
39
50
56
65
69
73
77
83
85
102
119
125
136
138

Slum Name

Kuli Para(Rajendra Nagar)
Panchanan Colony (2)
Mahananda Colony
East Baghajotin Colony
Vivekananda Colony
Sraban Nagar
Rana Bastee
Fuleshwari Unnyan Colony
Matangini Colony-II
Sitala Para
Tinbatti Colony
Surya Sen Colony Block E-I A
Surya Sen Colony Block E-II A
Sahid Colony-B
Ramnagar
Sarat Pally
Bhupendranagar & Netaji Nagar
Prakashnagar
Shibnagar Colony
Rajibnagar Colony

Area(Acre)
2011

Area
(Acre)
2001

Area
(Acre)1991

Areal
Growth
Rate
(20012011)

Areal
Growth
Rate(19912001)

12.1

12

11.92

0.83

0.67

6.17

6.1

5.97

1.15

2.18

1.97

1.56

1.23

26.28

26.83

13.34

13.21

13.1

0.98

0.84

0.49

0.33

0.21

48.48

57.14

4.2

4.01

3.67

4.74

9.26

0.49

0.31

0.21

58.06

47.62

8.15

7.96

7.21

2.39

10.4

1.97

1.51

1.03

30.46

46.6

14.08

13.89

1.37

2.22

2.02

9.9

11.36

11.12

2.16

3.7

3.23

14.55

2.71

2.23

21.52

8.64

8.12

6.4

1.23

1.001

22.88

12.1

12.001

0.82

9.88

9.21

7.27

0.98

0.63

55.56

2.22

2.002

10.89
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Source: Compiled By The Researcher

3. Mahananda Colony This slum is situated in central portion of ward No-1. The
slum is surrounded by Panchanan colony (1) slum in the north, Ambedkar Nagar
colony slum in the west , Diesel Training centre and workshop in the south and
Railway Mahananda Colony Road in the east . The slum age is 55years. Slum status
is residential and is located in intermediary zone. The slum has been notified in the
year 1991 . The ownership of the land belongs to Railways . The formation of the
slum started in railway land . With the establishment of Railway health centre in the
slum the slum population increased further as low-income employees started taking
shelter in the slum . The opening of Diesel Training Centre and workshop increased
the slum population more as hundreds of people who come from nearby rural areas
for taking training in diesel centre take shelter in this slum .
Growth of population The total slum population in 1991 was 187. It increased to
232 in 2001 . in 2011 the total slum population increased to 385. The decadal
population growth rate during 1991-2001 was 24.06 percent and it increased to
65.94percent during 2001 -2011 .
Growth of Households The total number of households in 1991 was 31. It increased
to 46 households in 2001 . The number of households further increased to 75 in 2011
. The decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 48.38 percent
and it further increased to 63.04 percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Area In 1991 the total land area of the slum was 1.23 acre. It increased to
1.56 acre in 2001 . In 2011 the total area of the land became 1.97 acre. The decadal
Areal growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 26.82 percent and during 20012011 it was 26.72 percent.
4 East Baghajotin Colony This slum is situated in ward No-2 of intermediary zone
.The slum is located in eastern part of ward No-2 . It is surrounded by Baghajotin
colony slum in the north , Purbanchal / dhup colony slum in the south, Mahananda
river in the east and Bagha Jotin Colony Main Road and Purbachal Road in the west .
The slum age is 30 years. The slum status is residential. The slum has developed
along Mahananda river . It was notified in 1990. Before it was a squatter settlement
that grew along the Mahananda river later with the growth of population the slum
started growing . With the opening of North Bengal Clinic nursing home and
Nivedita Nursing home many people from outside started working in these nursing
home . The slum population started growing as low income employees of the nursing
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home found shelter in this slum. Not only nursing home but also the low income
employees of Margaret school also took shelter in this slum.

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.11 Map of Ward No. 2 showing East Baghajotin Colony slum
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Growth of population The total slum population in 1991 was 1723. It increased to
1878 in 2001, In 2011 the total slum population became 2165. The decadal population
growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 8.99percent and it increased to
15.28percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of households The total number of households in 1991 was 267 . It
increased to 312 in 2001 The number of households further increased to 434 in 2011.
The decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 16.85percent. It
increased to 39.10 percent during the period 2001-2011.
Growth of Area The total land area in 1991 was 13.1 acre . In 2001 the total land
area became 13.21 and in 2011 the total area of the slum was 13.34 acre . The decadal
areal growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 0.84 percent and it increased to
1.01percent during the period 2001-2011.
5 Prakashnagar slum This slum is situated in North

western side of ward No-43

in intermediary zone . The slum is surrounded by Dada Bhai Colony and Indira
Maidan in the north, Manpari Bastee and NH-31 in the east, Mahananda river
embankment in the west, New Prakashnagar in south- west .The slum status is
residential and the land is owned by state Government .The slum age is 63 years the
formation of slum started as squatter settlement on the bank of Mahananda river . The
slum was notified in the year 1992 . The slum started growing when P.C. Mittal Bus
stand construction was started. As the labourers who came for the construction work
took shelter in this slum .When the construction work of PC Mittal bus stand was
completed many low income employees of Mittal bus stand took shelter in this slum,
The slum population again increased with the construction of Marwari Foundation as
labourers tool shelter here.
Growth of population The slum population in 2001 was 399. It increased to 595 in
2011. The decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
49.12percent.
Growth of Households

The total number of households in 2001 was 83 . It

increased to 120 households in 2011. The decadal household growth rate during the
period 2001-2011was 44.57percent.
Growth of Area The total land area of the slum in 2001 was 9.21 acre. It increased to
9.88 acre in 2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
7.32%.
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.12 Map of Ward No.33 showing Sing Para ( Non- Notified slum)
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Slums of Periphery Zone
From the periphery zone 10 slums have been selected for the survey These slums are
shown in table below.
Table 2.9 Name of Surveyed slums of Periphery Zone
Sl.No

Slum name

Ward Number

1

Sitala Para

31

2

Fuleshwari Unnayan Colony

23

3

Tinbati Colony

32

4

Suryasen Colony Block E-I-A

34

5

Suryasen Colony Block E-II-A

34

6

Sahid Colony-B

35

7

Ram Nagar

35

8

Sardt Pally Slum

40

9

Bhupendrda Nagar

42

10

Shibnagar colony

46

11

Rajibnagar colony

46

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
1 Sitala Para Slum This slum is located in ward -31 of periphery zone . The slum is
surrounded by Natun Para slum of ward -5 in the north P.W.D More lane in the south,
Burdwan Road in the east and Mahananda river in the west. The slum age is 40
years. Slum status is residential .The ownership of the land belongs to local body.
This slum developed along Mahananda river bank. The slum is dominated by Bengali
population . It was notified in the year 1990. The slum population increased when the
low income employees of PWD office, Tista Administration Building took shelter in
this slum . As North Bengal Medical College is near through the Nouka Ghat road
many labourers , low income people of North Bengal Medical College who came
from other states and rural areas started living in this slum.
Growth of population The total slum population in 2001 was 2701 and it increased
to 2815 in 2011. The decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011
was 4.22percent.
Growth of Households The total number of households in the slum was 476 in 2001
and it increased to 565 in 2011. The decadal household growth rate during the Period
2001-2011 was 18.69 percent.
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Growth of Area The total land area of the slum in 2001 was 13.89 acre and it
increased to 14.08 acre in 2011. The Decadal Areal growth rate during the period
2001-2011 was 1.40percent.

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.13 Map of Ward No. 31 showing Sitala Para slum
2.Fuleshwari Unnayan Colony This slum is located in both ward No-23 and 24. The
part of slum located in ward No-23 has developed along Fuleswari river . It is an area
of Dabgram & is surrounded by Mahananda river on the west , Surya sen street in the
north ,Fuleshwari Unnayan colony slum of ward No-24, Surya Sen Maidan in the east
The slum is dominated by Bengali population . The slum status is residential.
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.14 Map of Ward No. 23 showing Fuleshwari Unnayan Colony slum
The land is owned by State Government. The slum mushroomed along the bank of
Fuleshwari river. The slum population started increasing with the construction of
women college and matri sadan. Many labourers took shelter in this slum . As the
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women college is near so many students from rural areas and other districts come
here to study. Those who belong to poor family take rent in this slum as they get
cheaper rent rates in this slum area than in non slum areas. This slum was notified in
the year 1992.
Growth of population The total slum population in 1991 was 200 and it increased to
263 in 2001. The population further increased to 376 in 2011. The decadal population
growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 31.5 percent and it increased to 42.96
percent during the period 2001-2011.
Areal growth The total land area of the slum in 1991 was 7.21 acre. It increased to
7.96 acre in 2001. The total land area in 2011 became 8.15 acre. The decadal areal
growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 10.40 percent and during 2001-2011 it
was decreased to 2.44 percent.
Growth of households The total number of households of this slum in 1991 was 31 .
It increased to 42 in 2001 and the number of households in 2011 became 76. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 1991-2001 was 35.48%percent and
it increased to 80.95percent during the period 2001-2011
3. Tinbati Colony slum This slum is located in ward No-32 of Periphery zone of
SMC. This slum is surrounded by Bardhaman Road in the west, Pipe line Road in the
east, Jyotirmoy colony in the south, Tinbati more and Road in the north . The slum
age is 35 years. Slum status is residential. The formation of the slum started with
squatter settlement . The slum mushroomed along the Bardhaman Road . With the
opening of Bhaktinagar post office many low income people started living in this
slum . Students along with their guardian from rural area took rent in this slum who
took admission in Vivekananda Bidyapith and NJP Railway Uchya Balika Bidyalaya.
The ownership of the land belongs to the Railways. The slum was notified in the year
1992. The slum is dominated mostly by Bengali population .
Growth of population
The total slum population in 2001 was 1467. It increased to 1601 in 2011. The
decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 9.13percent.
Growth of households
The total number of households in 2001 was 221. It increased to 321 in 2011. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 45.24 percent.
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Growth of Area
The total land area of the slum in 2001 was 2.02 acre . It increased to 2.22 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 9.13percent.

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.15 Map of Ward No.32 showing Tinbati Colony slum
4.Surya Sen Colony Block E-I-A and Block E-II - A
This two slums are located in ward No-34 and is divided by the Fuleshwari river .
These two slums are surrounded by NJP Railway Hospital in the south, Railway
(RLT) Institute in the west, Lal Bahadur shastri School and Rly School in the north ,
surya sen colony Block C in North east and D.S. colony slum in the east. The slum
age is 33 years . The slum status is residential . These two slums mushroomed along
the Fuleshwari River. During earlier days the slum was very small. But after the

55

establishment of NJP Railway Hospital the slum population started growing . The low
income employees of the hospital started living in these slums. The slum is dominated

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.16 Map of Ward No. 34 showing Surya Sen Colony Block E-I A and E-IIA
by Bengali population . Surya Sen Colony Block E-II-A was notified in the year
1994 and Surya Sen colony Block E-I-A was notified in the year
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1993. The

ownership of the land belongs to the State Government with the establishment of
Railway Institute many employees who cant afford to stay in non slum areas took
shelter in these slums.
Growth of population
The total slum population of Block E-II-A in 2001 was 721. It increased to 907 in
2011. The decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
25.79percent.
The total slum population of Block E-I-A in 2001was 1100. It increased to 1382 in
2011. The decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
25.63percent.
Growth of households
The total households of Block E-II-A in 2001 was 101. It increased to 182 in 2011.
The decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 80.19percent .
The total number of households in Block E-I-A was 201. It increased to 277 in 2011.
The decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 37.81percent.
Growth of Area
The total land area of Block E-II- A in 2001 was 3.23 acre . It increased to 3.70 acre
in 2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 14.75percent
. The total land area of Block E-I-A in 2001 was 11.12 acre. It increased to 11.36 acre
in 2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 2.21 percent.
5 . Sahid Colony B
This slum is located in ward No -35 of periphery zone . The slum is surrounded by
NJP Road in the west , Sahid colony A slum in the south , Jorapani River in the east
and Bhaktinagar welfare office in the north . The slum age is 50 years . The slum
mushroomed along

the

Jorapani river. Slowly the slum population started

increasing.with the passage of time many hotels have developed in this area. A small
market has also developed. As the NJP station is near, tourism industry has developed
rapidly most of the low income employees of hotel took shelter in this slum which
increased the slum population , This slum also gave shelter to hundreds of people who
own small shops in the surrounding Bhaktinagar market. A factory is situated near the
slum . Many factory workers took shelter in this slum. The slum status is industrial .
The slum was notified in the year 1994. The ownership of the land belongs to the
State Government .
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Growth of population
The total slum population in 2001 was 1601. It increased to 1756 in 2011. The
decadal population growth rate during 2001-2011 was 9.68percent .

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.17 Map of Ward No. 35 showing Sahid Colony B and Ramnagar slums
Growth of households
The total number of households in 2001 was 287. It increased to 338 in 2011. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 22.64percent.
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Growth of Area
The total land area of the slum was 2.23 acre in 2001. It increased to 2.71 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 21.89 percent.
6 . Ramnagar slum:This slum is located in ward No-35 of periphery zone . The slum is situated in the
south eastern part of ward No-35. It is surrounded by the NJP station Road in the
west , NJP station and Railway track in the south , and vacant Railway land on other
sides. The age of the slum is 50 years . In the beginning the slum was a squatter
settlement that mushroomed along railway track, The NJP station attached with this
slum has spawned this slum . As Siliguri is the gateway to North east and Sikkim.
Tourist enter Siliguri through this NJP station . The slum population started
increasing rapidly by giving shelter to hundreds of people who find employment in
this NJP station . In the NJP station there are taxi , Rickshaw, Auto stand where many
people of this slum are working. This slum is also the home of beggars who sit whole
day in NJP station. There is a whole sale market of fruit and vegetable so many
people who are engaged in this business started living in this slum. They purchase
vegetables in cheaper rates from the rural people who bring vegetables by train . The
slum was notified in the year 1992. The slum status is residential . The ownership of
the land belongs to the Railways.
Growth of population
The total slum population in 2001 was 499. It increased to 595 in 2011. The decadal
population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 19.23 percent.
Growth of Households
The total number of households in 2001 was 87. It increased to 117 in 2011. The
decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 34.48percent.
Growth of Area
The total land area of the slum in 2001 was 8.12 acre . It increased to 8.64 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 6.51percent.
7 . Sarat Pally Slum
This slum is located in ward Number 40 of periphery zone . This slum is situated in
central part of ward Number 40. It is surrounded by Subhashnagar-B Slum, Dakshin
Ektiasal slum , Subhashnagar A slum in the north, Subhashnagar c slum in the west
, Panchanan Barma Sarani slum in the east and sarat Chandra main road in the south .
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The slum age is 31 years . The formation of the slum started around 1970. In the
beginning there were few households. But the slum population started growing with

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.18 Map of Ward No.40 showing Sarat Pally slum
the construction of Iskon temple near this slum . when the construction of temple
started around 1997 many labourers from neighbouring districts and rural areas came
for employment and started settling down in this slum . Many devotees especially old
and middle aged people from rural areas and other places chant Hare Krishna and
settled in this slum as the cost of living is low in slum areas than non slum areas .
This slum is dominated by Bengali population. This slum also gave shelter to
hundreds of people who find employment in this temple, beggars, small shop owners
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and vendors etc, The slum status is residential. It was notified in the year 1990. The
ownership of the land belongs to State Government .
Growth of population
The total slum population in 2001 was 976 . It increased to 1105 in 2011. The decadal
population growth rate during the period 2001- 2011 was 13.21percent.
Growth of households
The total number of households in the slum was 189 in 2001. It increased to 223 in
2011. The decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
17.98percent.
Growth of Area
The total land area of the slum was 1.001 acre in 2001 and it increased to 1.23 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 23.42percent.
8 . Bhupendranagar Slum
It is located in ward Number -42 of Periphery zone . This slum is situated in western
part of ward No-42. The slum is surrounded by Mahananda river embankment in the
west Vivekananda Nagar Main Road in the east, Nimbu Baste slum in the south and
Vivekananda Nagar slum in the north. The slum age is 30 years. The formation of
slum started around 1981. The formation started as squatter settlement along the
Mahananda river embankment. Slowly the slum started growing. With the
establishment of All India Radio situated near the slum the slum population grew
rapidly. The low income employees of All India Radio started living in this slum .
With the development of Salugara bazaar many fruit and vegetable vendors started
living in this slum at cheaper rent rates. This slum gave shelter to many people who
found employment in the vegetable market , shops of Salugara bazaar. The slum
status is residential. It was notified in the year 1990 . This slum is dominated by nonBengali population mostly the Nepalis. The ownership of the land belongs to the state
Government .
Growth of population
The total slum population in 2001 was 400.It increased to 574 in 2011. The decadal
population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 43.5percent.
Growth of households
The total number of households in the slum was 96 in 2001. It increase to 115 in
2011 . The decadal household growth rate during 2001-2011 was 19.79percent.
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Growth of Area
The total land area of the slum was 12 acre in 2001 and it increased to 12.10 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 14.75percent.

Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.19 Map of Ward No. 42 showing Bhupendranagar and Netajinagar slum
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9 . Shibnagar Colony and Rajibnagar colony slum
These two slums are located in ward Number-46 of periphery zone of SMC . Both the
slums are located in south western part of ward No-46. Shibnagar colony slum is
surrounded by Panchanai river in east and north, National highway 31 in the south ,
Nepali kalyan high school in the west. Rajibnagar colony slum is surrounded by New
Pukai Jote slum in the east , in the south is National highway 55 and Railway track,
Shibnagar colony slum age is 30 years and Rajivnagar colony slum age is 18 years .
The formation of Shivnagar slum started around 1980. The slum developed on the
bank of Panchanai river . In the beginning the slum population was less but with the
passage of time the slum population started growing . With the establishment of
Nepali kalyan High School in this slum students along with their guardians from hills
and interior rural hilly areas came to study in this school and started staying in this
slum many people from hill areas started living in this slum who came to Siliguri in
search of job. This slum is dominated by non-bengali population mostly Nepalis. The
slum status is residential . The slum was notified in the year 1990 . The ownership of
the land belongs to the state Government .
The Rajivnagar slum was developed recently. The slum age is 18 years . The
formation of the slum started around 1991 . The slum developed along the railway
track. In the beginning it was squatter settlement that grew along the railway track.
Later people who came from Bihar and hill areas found the land cheap and settled
here as the land was easily available and water was also available of Panchanai river .
Water is essential for slum dwellers as they lack latrine amenities and piped water.
The slum population started increasing with the establishment of Regulated market .
This slum gave shelter to many people who find employment in this market. With the
construction of Sinclairs hotel, Circuit house many labourers from Bihar, Nepal and
other place came here for construction work and settled in this slum . Many low
income employees of Sinclair hotel also stay in this slum . The slum was notified in
the year 1990 . The slum status is residential. The land belongs to the Railways. .
Growth of population
The total population of Shibnagar colony in 2001 was 2887 and it increased to 3012
in 2011. The decadal population growth rate during 2001-2011 was 4.3percent.
The total Slum population of Rajibnagar colony was 1599 in 2001 and it increased to
1710 in 2011. The decadal population growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
6.94%percent.
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Source: Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Figure 2.20

Map of Ward No. 46 showing Shibnagar Colony and Rajibnagar

Colony slums
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Growth of households
The total number of households of Shibnagar slum in 2001 was 532 and it increased
to 601 in 2011. The decadal household growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
12.96percent .
The total number of households of Rajibnagar colony slum in 2001 was 234 . It
increased to 343 in 2011. The decadal household growth rate during the period 20012011 was 46.58percent .
Growth of Area
The total land area of Shibnagar colony slum in 2001 was 0.63 acre . It increased to
0.98 acre in 2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was
56.89percent.
The total land area of Rajivnagar slum in 2001 was 2 acre .It increased to 2.22 acre in
2011. The decadal areal growth rate during the period 2001-2011 was 11.08percent.

2.5 Relation between Areal Growth rate, Population growth rate and
Household growth rate
To find the relation between Areal growth rate, Population growth rate and household
for computing Pearsonian r is:
R
-

-Y)

The value of the coefficient of correlation shall always lie between ± 1. When r = + 1,
it means there is a perfect positive correlation between the variables. When r= -1, it
means there is a perfect negative correlation between the variables. When r = 0, it
means there is no relation between the variables. (Gupta.S.P, 1969)
The calculation has been done with the help of SPSS.
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The above table are self explanatory which demonstrates that there is a negligible
correlation between Areal growth rate and population growth rate with r value 0.067
which is statistically insignificant. The above table also demonstrate that there is a
moderate correlation between areal growth rate and household growth rate though it
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is statistically insignificant with r value 0.054.With increase in area the household and
population also increases. It is observed from the Land use Map also that there is
decrease of open spaces as the urban poor encroach the open spaces and make
households there. The areal growth rate table shows that the slum area is increasing
rapidly as more people are encroaching the open areas. The population and
households are also increasing rapidly.

2.6 Growth of Slums and Changing Land Use Pattern
Land use change in Siliguri Municipal Corporation area

Figure 2.21 Land Use Map 2004
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Figure 2.22 Land Use Map 2018
Land use / Land cover in Siliguri Municipal Corporation are classified into ten
categories at level II, on the basis of remote sensing data . These categories are :i)Industrial
ii)Lakes / ponds
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iii)Open space
iv)Public and semi public
v)Recreational
vi)Residential
vii)River / Streams
viii)Transportation
ix) Vegetation
x) Public utilities and facilities.
To observe the land use change in Siliguri Municipal Corporation two maps i.e. Land
use map of 2004 and 2018 has been considered.
Table 2.10 Areas under different Land Use Categories in Siliguri Municipal
Corporation, in Square Kilometer, 2004-2018
Year

Land Use Category

2004
0.89
(2.39)
0.02
(0.05)
4.65
(12.52)
1.44
(3.87)
0.53
(1.43)
27.13
(72.97)
0.86
(2.31)
1.22
(3.28)
0.44
(1.18)
0.00
(0.00)
37.18
(100)

Industrial
Lakes / Ponds
Open Space
Public & Semi Public
Recreational
Residential
River / Streams
Transportation
Vegetation
Public utilities & facility
Total Area

2018
0.99
(2.66)
0.02
(0.05)
2.88
(7.75)
1.44
(3.87)
0.56
(1.51)
28.67 (77.11)
0.86
(2.31)
1.22
(3.28)
0.44
(1.18)
0.10
(0.28)
37.18
(100)

Source: Satelight Imagery
Table 2.10 shows the areas under different Land use categories in Siliguri Municipal
Corporation, Area in sq km, 2004-2018. It is evident from the table that the area
under industrial land has increased from 239 percent to 2.66 percent during the period
(2004-2018). The area under recreational land also increased from 1.43 percent to
1.51 percent during the period (2004-2018). The area under residential land has
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increased tremendously i.e. from 72.97 percent to 77.11 percent during the period
(2004-2018). The increase in residential area is due to the increase in population. But
the area under open space has decreased from 12.52 percent in 2004 to 7.75 percent in
2018, this is mainly due to encroachment of the area by unauthorized settlements of
the urban poor. The land use pattern gets affected by the growth of the slums. The
slum dwellers cannot bear the high rent in residential areas. Neither can they access
the formal land market. As a result they encroach the open spaces or settle in
unauthorized areas and settle in low quality housing areas. They are seen to settle
along railway lines, river banks etc. Thus they convert the areas of railway line into
mixed uses of settlement and transportation . For this there is lack of open space and
the area under open space decreases gradually. During the survey it was found that
the poor migrants not only encroach the area but they convert it into habitable area.
Once the areas become habitable for development of foot track and other facilities
then it is seen that people from lower middle class also starts living in these areas.
The value of the land starts increasing. It is observed from the table that there is no
increase in area under water bodies ( lakes / ponds), Public 2 Semi public bodies,
River / Streams, transportation, vegetation, . This shows that in Siliguri Municipal
Corporation area the development in basic services is very slow compared to growth
of population. In 2004 the area under public utilities & facility was nil where as in
2017 0.28 percent area is under public utilities & facility.
The existing land use pattern and the present growth of slum areas with the field
survey shows that the residential areas are very congested. There is lack of open space
and shortage of dwelling units of the slum people. There is increase in residential
areas. The increase in number of slum dwellers affect the ecological environment of
Siliguri City. The urban planners and administrators should make arrangement for
making proper land use plan and implement the same . There should be a systematic
functional zoning of Siliguri Municipal Corporation area like industrial zone , green
belt etc. To conserve the river side, vegetation etc strict measures should be adopted.
The existing slums of SMC should be upgraded by providing necessary basic
amenities to the slum dwellers. There should be plan for satellite townships. If the
residential areas, commercial, industrial areas are decentralized then congestion
problems could be solved and encroachment of open spaces can be stopped . In this
way the slum growth can be controlled to some extent.
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2.7 Conclusion
It is found that the rate of growth of population in urban areas is higher than rural
areas. The population growth is related with the economic growth of the place. To
stop the growth of slum population in Siliguri either development policy must be
framed for the smaller and medium cities for development in working sector, and
attractive in residential sector. The problems of smaller cities and rural areas must be
tackled first along with the problems of Siliguri citizens for sustainable development
of Siliguri city. This will improve the habitable condition of Siliguri city.
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