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Huaman migration is one of the most important aspects of soctal schence. Today
in cstablished inter-disciplinary field # has attracted the scholus of History,
Greography, Sociology, Demosraphy, Economics and other related disciplines. From
this point of view the stody of migration m Indian context particokarly. in context
ol Bengal and specifically in the context of North Bengal will be of o gremt
significance. The notéwarthy contributions of scholars like Evereil 8. Lee, Samuel
A ShoufTer, Kingshey Davis, K.C. Zacharia', €. Chandrasekharan and  Asish Bose
o name only a swelect few, have cutrently lshlighted migration i general and
ivermal migration in particolar as rescarch emterprise. Except the works of Sn
Haraprmsad Chaitopadhyaya’ and Narayan Chandra Saha” there 15 no research work
highlighting migeation in Bengal in general and North Bengal in particular. So 2
histirical objective analysis of migration in our research ared relating with soio-
politheal tuomail is the demand of time. There are many wiys of arganizing o lext
on mobility and migration. 1 is certainly possible 1o examine the classic questions
of who moves, why do they move, where do they move and what are the impacts
when they get there. For the privilege of my work on the questions 1 have chosen
two northern must districts of Hengal somely Jalpaigurt and  Darjeeling, a
geographically and stratigically migrant-prone zone with o long historical teadition
of witnessing migration. Through the comparative analysis of the démograophic
phenomienin in the two districts, [ shall try to find ot how ithe homogencous matier
il faci bed 1o the homegencous reactionary bt heterogeneous characienstic political
instability. | have taken the period from [86%9 10 1971 For the year [B64 marked
the modermization of Jalpaigur and Dagecling joining Eastern Duars with Goslpara,
Westorn Doars with Julpaiguri and Kalimpong with Dacjealing. Thus the year 1R6Y
bocunie & turning point in the process of migration. O the other the vear 1971
marked the pew phase of migmtion began ufler the fberation of East Pakistan
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Migration 1 a-geo-histoncal phesomenon in North Bengal. The geographical
cation of e region and iis hostoncal importance tamed 11 inlo a migrant-prone
wie FFor the Himalayan borderband of India has experrenced & senes of migrtion

1 tme immemorial'. North Bengal, poarticolarly Darjeeling ond  Jalpaigir

districts, Being the junctivn between North-Eastern India and the rest of India, its
hilly wact being the Himalayan borderfand, became attractive for the people from
different parts of fndia sl outside Indie Upto sixteenth contury almost all the
political centers of Bengal were within the geogmaphic peniphery of North Bengal
which encouraged impgration of people. After the sun-set of Gour the emergence
of Koch-Kamta kingdom provoked the process of mvited nigration. With the
estublishment of the British nule over this region ihe modemization o the two
disincis, giowth and developmen of comupunication, tea industry, admimstrative
and military pecessity bed 1o rapldiny of immigration. Dunng ibe colondal period i
war invited in chasacter as the colonial masters induced the process. Bt the post-
eoloniad penod the palitical disturbances in the hill areas (Like Chinese occupation
of Tibet) amd partition of India and the later atrocities in East Pakistan, poverty
of Exstern Nepal, distorbances m Assam districts crented a new  charncier in
migradion as forced migration, which is called Refugee Migration. This continuous
itnigration played an imporam role in political tormeil of the region under our
discussion,

The nincteenth century Indin witbessed o mossive migration, internal and

overseas alike”. In this contest and respect North Bengal, specifically Darjecling
C and Inlpaagun, basically when they came onder British impenial yolie, was a
C prowninent region, This imponsnce may be realized fvom the report of Hon'ble Sic
Richard Temple". Amlan Datte remarked that in case of North Bengal region it is
- mwre inteicate, For ihe region has already achieved and sl achieving significant
cuperience of steady and conttonous ow ol migrants from different places of India
gs well a8 peighboring border countries’

At the time of the Revenue Survey of Rangpur in 1858-59 the population found
in the pormanently setthed pant of the lndpaigun district was 189.067°. Bui in the
first sysiematic cenwus in 1871-72 the population was found 1o be 327.885% At
the close of the Bhuian war, w survey of the Western Duars (186567 roaghly
calimaded the populition of Western Duars as 49,620, In the special censud of
the Degaty Cosmissioner ibe population was 100011, Afier making Jue
sllowances Tor exmors i the scooumt, W is clear tha migration of the people from
the neighboning districts 10 the fertile waste lands of the Western Duars began s
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soum ds Botish male ensured the safety of life and property. Subsegquent censnses
showed more remarkable inerease of populstion. In 1881 0 had ancressed 1o
182,687, in 1891 o 206,348 and in 1901 to 410,606,

The [ollowing inble gives an idea of decadal varintion of population in
Talpaigun district a5 a whole and its rural and arban wreas seporately from 1901

o 1971,
Table - 1

Decadul Variation of Population in Jalpaiguri District

Yeur Population Decadal Varation % of Variation
Total 1501 3467064 -
1411 663222 + 16458 +21.30
1921 GRS +32724 +4.93
1931 TS +45047 +6.47
194 847841 +1D6848 +14.42
1951 96747 HHRO06 +5.13
196) 1359242 +42545 +18.27
1571 1750159 4390867 +28.75
Rural 1901 36475 = ~
1911 651457 +1 144982 +21.43
192 681133 +29676 +4.55
1931 T222031 +40895 4,00
1241 E20078 +OR044 +13.58
193] 8306002 +30527 +172
1961 1235478 +384876 +15.25
1971 I5B2079 +34660] +28.05
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1901 10289 = =

1911 11765 + 1476 +14.34
1921 14813 +3048 +25.91
1931 18962 +4 144 +248.01
1941 27176 +HEO4 +46.43
1951 66154 +38379 +138.22
1961 123814 +5T069 +87.1Y
1971 168080 +44266 +35.75

Source : Relevant Cenvuy Reports

So since the turning of the twentieth century ie. during the decadal period
of 1901-61 the state of West Bengal registered an increase of its population by
106.08%. The distnet of Jalpaiguri during this period showed an increase of
B.61% over its populition of 1901, In the rural sector the growth was a little
less, 230%, But growth of urban population during these years has been exceptional.
Duning these decadal years Jalpuguri’s wown population increased by more than
eleven times of what it was in 1901." This revolutionary growth of population here
proves the large scale immigration,

The Following stitement gives thie number of fist generation imimgrants in
talpmigun distect between 1901 and [961,"

Table - 2
Year No. of lnvmigrants Yeur No. of Immigrants
| agal1l 1931 158757
190 95899 (R L] 156765
121 152174 1951 J76842
1921 163024 196) 454177

Source : Relevanmt Census Reporie

1nis sigaificant that immigration in the district of Jalpaigur his not been widely
fluctuating in any census decade if only migratory movements from other state
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of the countyy outside West Bengal are taken into view. The stendingss of the flow
of immigration suggests that the district might have almost reached the saturation
point respecting emplovihle Libour,

The Darjeeling district offers the most remarkable example of growth of
population stemming mataly from immigration from omside.” In facr, o proper
seruniny of the growth of piopulation of the area under study would reveal how
the process of immigrition leads to the phenomenal growth of a community, which,
however, did oot exist there when the aren was in the moking. When the Britsh
first acquired the hill territory in 1835, it was almost entirely under forest aned
practically uninhabited ™ The decision of the Company 10 develop Darjesting as o
hill resont gave an opporunity to neighboring peoples 10 munigraie. The angina
inhabitants, prohably iepehas were rapidly outnumbered by settiers from Nepal 2l
Sikkam. The Total number of persons in the District and the incroase at cach of
the camsuses is shows beliow:

Tuble - 3
Population and ity Growth in Darjecling
Cemus Year  Total Population Incronse Percentaye

1872 QU712 - -

1881 IS5179 667 6384
1891 223314 HR 1S 43.9)
191 265780 Aty 19.01
1911 279899 (ERNL 5.31
1921 204237 14338 512
1931 332061 7824 12.58
1941 300800 SERAR 2
1951 459617 65718 17.58
1961 624640 I65023 ELE
1971 TRITTT 57137 25.16

Sonrce: Compiled fromn LLS ('Malley, BDG Darjeeling (1992 2 pepming), p
A5 and Digreter Conans Hanadbood: on Davjecling, Cenms 196), Comns 1971

In comparison with the growth raie of the stule the district of Darjeeting bas
been showing @ higher prowth nue, except of course in decades of 1901-11 and

e
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193141, However in comparison with the rural areas the urban areas of this district
hive always shown al o much bighet tate of growth than that is observed in the
urban West Bengal as o whole. In this context it must be accoptid that immigration
fuis been the largest single factor in the growth of population of the distict.” But
emigration from the district has always been relatively negligible. Moreover, the
emigres, more often than not, have lefh the district only temporanily, The table given
below gives figures of immigrtion into and emigration from the districi from 1891

oy 101
Table - 4
Immigration and Emigration in Darjeeling District (1591-1961)
Yewr  Actual Population  lmougration  Emigration  Natural Popalation

1= 223314 19670 942 4
1900 249117 113588 B2 [ELERY

o 265550 11269 600 16028
1921 282748 10807 600 186941
1931 39635 100700 355 222350
1941 376369 Y5750 A1 i EEL
1951 445260 1031 6900 JS1849
1961 624640 169250 NA 455300

Source: AK. Banerjee eral WBDG Darjecling. Gove. of Wesi Bengal, p 108

Now the question is that who were these migrants and [rom where they came
1o this district. Since the formation of the Jalpaiguri district (1869), the Brabuman
Bengalis, Pandas from Orissa and Kamrupis who were sctually from Sylhet as well
i a fow other higher caste Bengah Hindus began to move ito the distiict inchding
its [uars pant as government servants and professionals such w lawyers and
doctons. Among the various immigrant population groups, pacticularly impartant ons
was the segmenl of Muslims which came from the disicts of Noakhal and
TipperattComilla) in south-eastern Bengal as service-holdens, professionals and
mumlvig, The district also came to be traversed by Marwari merchants and traden
o Kayas. With the loumehing of the tea plantations in the Duars linge scale migriseon
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Eiggg.wagzgim!ﬁ?ﬁﬂz?!ﬂs
z%lgﬂiigigiﬁgﬁlzﬁ
g%&m!a._&iﬁﬁg IX77-78 and were cmploved on railways,
Eiﬁtug,zgiﬂi..gﬂﬂgn_!ﬁ!uri%
came from East Pakistan, Assam and even from Tibet.

The region, Darjecling-Sikkim, was o single political territory inhahited
few tribes like the Lepehas, Bhutias, Limbus and Mangars until the Eﬂuhhh.

the various parts of Darjecling by the British sround the mid-nineteenth century,™ |

_.wn present Siliguri subdivision, then ruled by Sikkim(until 1850) was populated
mainly by Rajhansis, With none of these groups having a lage populunon, most
of the Tand was vacant.™ With development of British rule as well us the district
led to two largs imunigrations, Nepalese and plains people. The phenomenan of
immigration when compared ethnically amply reveuls the fact numerically” the
Nepalese were the most dominant group immigrated in the district over the veirs,
The plainsmen, representing mainly the Biharis (from Bibar), Marwari {from
E...&nrﬁ... Haryana etc.) und the Bengalis (maminly from Caleutta and erstwhile East
Pukistan) came as migrants in the district. Puring the post colonial peried a very
Important festore in migratory movement wis immigration of Pakestani wnd ﬂvn.n.._.
refugees in West Bengal as well as Darjecling.
1]

The rapid growth of migration, hacked by the colonial domination obviously
crealed changes in the wraditional socio-cconomic structure of North Beogal as it
ii_ﬁ.ﬂu.sn in other areas. The Pre-British economy of the region and her people
under investigation closely approximates the Asiatic Mode typology.™ The village
communitics developed a character of an enclave, production and consumiption
E!Erwiugngigiginﬁn-ﬁuii?
sustenance which was not distrbed by any like the
e B i e 0 89 oot e 4
quasi-feudalist order by the British disturbed ity exclusivencss and gradually, on
éiiﬁi&gqgﬁggiﬁiifﬁ
pished inio the fold of metropolitan economy o new kind of social force wa
released which developed tension aress of all sorts in 2 placid wmosphere
Regarding the dynamism, recently, Subhiojyotl Roy has emphmsized over two
npects- ecology and social organization of the arca and time of its annexation, ™

But it will he apparent from the subsequent changes that the migration played a
major pode an this conteat

.,.,?, immlgration also negatively affecied the agrarian structive canv-telation
) this rogion. particalarly in the Jalpaiguri district. The Tow price of Lund ateseted
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the landed gentry in the district. So. in the third Senlement®’ a large number of
people who were not bom o the soil could obtamn lease Trom the Government as
Jotedars in the newly settled arcas™. Some acquired jotes through porchase.
Escalation of land price cavsed by migration furthered tmnafer of jotes through
sale w outsiders. The intrusion of the money-lenders rapidised the process of jote-
transfer. According to Swaraj Basu™ the large influx of people only lod 1o a prowing
demund for land and a nse in tand pnces. The local people tempted by the spiraling
process soon began 1o sell their lands leading to the wanstormation of local small
wnd middle jotedars into under-tenants, subservient 1o & oew class of migrant
landed gentry. ™

Thus in Jalpaigori while the number of jotes held by the Rajhansis deoreased.
thisme Held by the Murwaris, the Upper Caste Bengali middle closs peaple, and ollers
Inereased shioply.” An important sspect of Tand alienation was the rapid growih
ol an unprotected teniney structure m the form of adhiard system. Grunning noted,
“In some canes the sellers sink 1o the position of adlitars and at the merey of the
new jotedars, who can tum them out at any time™ ™ During the post partition period
with the gradual nerease of mmigration land alienation also increased, This was
again aggravated by some Government’s steps - the West Bengal Estwtes Acguisition
Act of 1953, The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, the West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act of 1971 ete. Thus the gradual land abienation alienpied
the aborigines from the emigres and core-periphery eguation emerged in this context
created discontent among the so called aborigines which obviously provoked them,
to some extent, in the separatist movement in the post-colonial period

The aborigine society that is the Rajhansi Society was somewhal siructure-
less either in terms of Varna differcntiations o in ferms of economic definitions
of classes. The society wia more of less egalitanian and 1t remaned o be so n
spite of the structural-fusctional differences between the potedars. chukanidan and
adhizrs fonpalized by the intrusion of a new community of jotedars since 1895
whose background had induced them 1o plat the new culture of emerging class
comciousness. ™ It was partly the wrbanism of the new jotdars community bomn
of English education that the old society was influenced. The new elitist outlook
gradually spread among the Rajbansi Jotedars and thewr caste consciousness slowly
spread. An wrge gradually was felt among them for school edecation. This spread
of education™ helped the Rajbansi-Jodedars to accommosdate new fumctional-cum-
qatus vrate. Abseotleelsm came to be existence resulting physical and poychologics)
aliepation from the communit ¥, The castice cultwe of the migramts provoked
wwerds the definition of the caste status of the Rajbansis, Even amtouchabiline wis
mhatled within the Rajbansi socicty. Thus the Rajbagai of Western Duars did prve
consider their counterpans from Rongpur as equal in masl and smims. This
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example of the adoption of the culture of the “primordial” public by those whio had
been thrown 1 the regions of social periphery,”

The Rajhansis were tied 1o famaly profession and were noimally disinclined
to change professions. But the externals caused some hnportant changes 1o he
.:_Elﬁ.ﬂ_.__ in their attitede towards new professions, Conseyuently, alter initial
reactions new professional classes gradually began 10 grow in the society and the
1_..! readily identifiable amongst them being middle ¢lass. Professional changes
.nﬁjgi-_ﬁﬂinﬁ. identity. For example, the service class amongst
the Rajbasisis left the villages for occupational reasons. They imbibed wrbanisi from
their habitation in wban centers and from other urban communitics They might
ool have been intally abworbed in the new urban culture, but what wemented them
more was thew failure 1o identify with their old values. Thus they fell in Ilentity
uuuuu ii&i&uﬁ_ﬂnﬂggsgﬁlmﬂgg in the
Erﬁﬁ%?i:iﬂﬁﬁﬁgni%&i
clitist states by replacing the old landlords. |

?Eﬂiwﬁrﬂngiig_ﬁ! of the
_sz.a;_#ﬂ_aaiiEmiriﬂi-&:ﬂ?&ﬂﬁ&is:ﬁghiz?
tenants in the saime land which they once owned. Thix has causied serious social
Egsﬁzugg..gﬁgwiﬂiiﬁwﬁrﬁﬂi
movement amongst the Rajhansis against the immigrant jotedars. However, all the
g!ﬁiu&oﬁuﬂﬂ&&n:qﬂl&giig% The

process of cconomic displacement which started i the last decades of the .

ninetecnth century had finally come full circle ing ot the mujori

them to dependable subsistence The fux vn..ﬂ.ﬂ:n.n.!!n Eﬂjﬂaﬁ
EEE?EE:-E#EHH#EEEEEE%
%EE&.EEEE?&EEF#%E
Ew&u!&ﬁ%ﬁéﬁlnﬁ!!%

In the case of land-ownership like Julpaiguri there was no problem in
Drarjecling. But as the agriculiural land was limited, so, later, problem emerged. Apain
" _._n_s_ of absentee-landlosdism also grew. Unlike in other pans of West m...._hu_
this category of land-owners sill control a major amount of village land _ﬁ.r-un
due to the fact that this region. still now, his matntamed the feundal character 1o
an apprecishle extent, ™

,.;_..nﬂ_!._.!_ relations in Dacjeeling district are changing in the wake of
urbanization, politicization, und spread of education and demographic pressure that

t immigrition. One of the most significant chinges occurmed was 0 agracian
_”x.i&_. category.” Roy Burman™ on the basis of 1961 consus, remarked that
the agncultural labourers are not an s mportant caegory i the hill areas of Darjecling
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Actually, until 1951, this category of agrrian socicty was not significant. But the
census afier 1951 has shown considerableé increase in the volume of this category.

Anvther change 1o be noted in the contest of the hill ancas of Darjecling s
the gradual polarization of the classes. The establishment of the sharecroppers
association or Pakhurey Sangh uself is an indication of it. The association took
its birth under the leadership of the Conmunist Party of India alter a few evictions
ook place. It hus not been able to do anything lor the Pakhureys but the CPHM)
led Kishan Sabhis are active in the villages,

It has been showed that lower castes of Nepalese have immigrated in larpe
numibers than the npper castes and in Danjeeling as the major portion of immigrants
were the Nepalese obviously their own sockal relition and cisteism affectod the
Darjecling society. Francis Hamilion relates two ‘traditions” both of which indicil
ihat there were only “tribes’ in the Nepali society who were gradually brought under
the caxte system by the Hindus (Rajputs and Brahmins) from India”. Howsocve
the casteism emerged in Nepal but the Nepalese continued it also in thesr new place
though with some changes,

So far as the caste hierarchy s concemed there are three groups- high, middle
and Tow which may also be described as upper, lower and untoschable casies. e
the Er%gﬁgﬁﬂﬁgﬁggffgi.f
ETEEEEEEEE.E%EE Viarma onder
Thokuri and Chbwtri belong 1o the Kshatriyan onder anly. All the Newans began &
be treated as same and they are considered ax one of the middle castes haying
horizontal ritwid status with other middle castes ke Mangar and Guring. Amony
ihe lower “untouchable’ castes, the Komis and Sunnar are at the wp, Sarkix below
them and Damais at the bottom. But the ritnal superionty of the Kamis/Sunnar
is often challenged by the Sarkis who claim an equal status with the foemer. The
Kamis are, however, more numierous anid even econonucally more prosperous thes
the Sakris or Damuic. This three-tier-caste system in Dacjecling was the creatio
of the Nepuli immigrants ameong themselves with their tradition.™ There was cast
barrier in commensality. In spite of this intercaste antagonism cannot i
expression because of the disharmonious relationship hetween economic unegua
and existence of deeply miernalined valves.

The social hierarchy is ot same from the cconomic and other point of view
The high custas most of whom are relatively lator settlers have, Tor inktince, ;
higcher percentage of people in the lower mange ol agranan hierarchy. Their rivis
position i sill respected. But they themselves have not been able 1o retain the
expestod purity after they migrated 10 this region. Thin weaknein i perhape S
to the fact that they lost their grip in the agrarian clos background and had |
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absorb mostly as share-croppers and agriculiural labourens, The other important
reason was the absence of governmental patronage which the high castes enjoyed
i Nepal.

The middle castes are by und large in a satisfactory position, both ritually amd
cconomically. One sure reason behind this is their early inbabitance in the region.
Some of them like the Limbus and Mangurs are known 1o be s old as the Lepchas
themsclves. This has, if nothing. given ihem scope 1o own lands and security
socially and economically. Among them, the Newars seem 1o have been the most
successful i capitalizing on the new sinuation. They are, for example, monopolizing
flori-cultural business now while they competed almost equsily with the Marwaris
and Tibetons during the Indo-Tibetan trade.

The low castes have a different story. Despite the lavity of caste relations
in the region they have not been able to come up significantly. Thelr low ritual status
in the traditional Nepali society must be partly responsible fuor what they are today.
Their slave-like status in Nepal over centuries must have made them accept
‘marginality’ as o way of life.

While this was the picture of the socio-economic condition of the Nepali
migrants, then the migrants belonged w0 plains like the Bengalis, Marwaris otc.
occupied most of the professional services. But the situation began to change in
the sccond quarter of the 20th contury due 10 some intermal and external forces.
Ax 3 result we found the emergence of 4 new class, the middle class among the
labour-cultivator-army Gorkhas. This cmerging middleé class people saw that all
types of professional service was occupied by the Bengali baboos. So a conflict
began between these two ethime groups - migramt Bengali profossional class and
the emergmg middle cluss for secuning both the Governmental and non-Governmental
professional services.

Though initially it was o conflict between the two professional classes, but
subsequently this conflict entirely changed the social and political strocture of
Dajecling hill arcas. Because, this conflict was not confined only 1o the field of
services, but alo extended 10 the economic and cultoral too, Thus in this way,
a long-deawn conflict began between the migramt professional class and the
emerging mnddic closs.

v
The demographic phenomenon of migration not only affected. even changed,
thewr people and immigrants themselves, it also affected the political situation or

condition creating wrmoil in the regions of enumeration. It may be seen from the
following discussion that how the luge influx of immigration can develop the
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political roables, It also may be seen that the migration may being varying political
oulcoitie in various regions as il bappened in the case of Jalpaigun and Darjeeling.

The Rajbansis of Jalpaigun district and plain tract of the Darjeeling district
became overlapped by the immigrants and their socio-economic impulses. In fact,
with the formation of Jalpaiguri district Hengali Bhadraloks and athers occupied
the “white collar® steel-frame of ihe Colonial Government service. Gradually middle-
cum-clite class people stanted 1o emerge from that immigrants group and they
started to dominate vver socicty and economy. Even the upper class immigrant
people began o look the Rajbansis as Jower caste people. 1t has been shown that
now the transfer of land ocourred 1o the immigrants from the loeal people. Thus
the Rajbansis became margimalized socially and economically

Meanwhile with the growih of British adnunistrative development and British
cducational system a group of people emerged among the Rajhansis, who, o the
emerging middle class, could realize their margimal condition, So they started to
move for their opliftment which was streamlined in their “Kshatriyaisation
Movemnt’. Their scarch for Kshatriva identity was only a symbolic cultural
expression of the emergent vollective self-consciousness.” Interestingly enough,
they constantly changed their identity and for that matter asked for different names
in different census: from Koch 1o Rajbansi( 1872), Rajbansi to Bratya Kshatriya
(1911,1921) and Bratya Kshatriya 10 only Kshatrivai 1931),

As the Rajbansis numerically became marginalized. overlapped by the
oumerical growth of the immigrants particularly in the post-independent period. they
also became marginalized hnguistically. Bengalh beng the official language and
Kanstapuri, the Rajbansi language being not incorporated i the VIIth Schedale
miore alienated them culturally, This led them to form a linguistic movement. During
post-partition period Large influx of East Pakistani Bengalis happened. The new
comers being advanced in agricubtural technology became a prosperous class. Even
the Namasudras among the refugees started 1o dominate in the “SC reserved
services. Iiw renction, o some extent, was reflected in the iter UTIASUttarbanga
Tapashili Jati O Adivasi Sangrinm),

Thus a total marginalization happened among the Rajhansis- socially,
economically. politically, cubtarally even now they became margmalized in reservedd
service section. Thus the colonial periodic immigration, post-partition periodic
refugee migration led 1o the otal marpinalization of the Raghansis which led 1o thewr
ol allenation ultimately Jeading them in separatist movemenl

Wheteas in the cose of Jalpaigur the previously setded people were rising
hetr volce for the demand of o separale state for their own againg ther
musginalization by the immigrants, in the case of Dugjeeling. very diatingulshingly,
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theugh sume kind of demand but was raised by the migrants themselves. It ks very
atomshing that though in the Dageeling distrier there were different proaps of
migrants nguistically, religiously, racially and also culnerally, ol of thern overwhelmang
by the majos group of immigrants, (e Nepalese, became under the unitary banner
ol “Gorkha Identity” moving for g separate stite or province called Gorkhaland.

The movement in Darjeeling s explamed by socio-cultural-economic
iierpreiatsin. However, though the miprants themselves began the movement, the
pheaomenon of migration bi-producing vatious conditions also ingeered  the
movement. Suchit Sur, Reader in the Depurtment of Geography, N B, contends
that the mun reason behind s emergence was the “steady and calculated
colomzation by the Gorkabas in Danjeceling, which led o sty of  lamnd
employiont, which m tum resulied in the Gorkhaland Movement” * TH, Subba,
o socioiopist s described the foct highlighting the antenon-billmen elination in
the wovement. As the Gorkhas served ihe British colonizers so there was an
antagonicm amony the nos-hill-men. This antagonism ked 1o the disus ution among
the hill-men which wriggered the movement. ™

it this anti-hillien trend may be seen from another angle. With the foumdation
of British domination there was an influx of great number of plainsinen who either
occupicd most of the white collar services or became dominated in the economic
secton losming the maddle chss group of the region. Meanwhile for the spread of
British education system and other causes an Cemerging middle ¢liss™ emeiged
amang the hills men. These middle class hillsmen began to lead agitation. Thus the
Gorkhaland movement was structured, though not i full extent. by a migrant group
againgt the domingtion of the other migrants,

However, the Nepalese in Darjeeling hill created a very interesting phenomenon
in the modemn Indian history. Many of them came as the Tabourers in plantation
ares and settled there, while many other were recruited in the British anmy among
whont many ex-soldiees had retived and setthed down smongst their own Brethien
in Dangecling. By 1850 there were agriculivural cullivation and construction works,
With their physical efTorts Darjecling became o prosperous district, So they haunted
o dominate the region which 1o a greast extent bas been schieved by them in the
post-tndependent persad, This they are playing the mle in Darjecling like which
is being played by the Indian migraons in Fiji. Maontios, Trinkdad and ‘Tobago,

So, migrtion, the mubti-disciplony phenomenon, brings nwbtplying results
i the region of enumertion. Change in demographic commposition, cultural Tusion,
wallunl progress, economic development of nations, and sdjustment 1o the new
cuvironment and growth of oo internationa) co-operation e been 1oosbed o e
of the effects of migration. It should be sccepted that the Jistricts, Duarjoeling smd

iskory of Migratim i Norh Tengal A Cave Simdy a

Jalpaiguri hecame prosperous econommically with the long efforts of the migrnts.
Bul. the most significant impact of migration called assimilation by not beco
happencd much particularly in the disirict of Jalpaguri. This resulted into the socio-
ceonomic sension which, now, has taken political dynamism. To conclude ittt
be stated that migiahion, o vast an ssve, so dynamic a demographic phenomenaon,
so varlously affective an ekistical study, required a large space and a large span
of time to analyze with its muhti-dimensions particalarly in the context of Darjecling
and Jalpaiguri districts. So i requires more analytical study.
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Civil Disobedience Movement in
a Bengal District : Chittagong
Sunil Kanti Dey
{Professor, School of Edwcation, Batglodesh Open Universiry)

The nationalist political orgamsation had been agitating since 1919 for the
cstablishment of full responsible Governmient in India. Swarajya Party successfully
pursued its policy of obstruction within Legislative Councils and thus exposed the
Indian attitnde (owards the 1919 Act. The British Government, on the other hand,
in order to check the political discontent, announced the appointmaent of a Statutory
Commission on § November 1927 headed by Sir John Simon for considering the
next imstallment of constitotionni reform'. As, there was no Indian among - the
members of the Commmssion’, the leaders of almost all Indian political parmies issued
a joint manifesto urging the Indian people not to take any pant in the work of the
Commission’. Following this declaration series of condemnation mestings were held
in Caloutta and other parts of Bengal where it expressed emphatic proest agaimst
the method adopted in constituting the Statutory Commission for considering the
reforms introduced by Government of India At and urged the people of India-and
representative in Legislative Council 10 refuse cooperation with the Commission,
which was a denial of India’s right 1o self-descrmination’. The nationalist political
activists got Turther stimulation by the decision to boycolt the Comniissdon by
Mudias Conpress of 1927, The Congress mged upon the people 1o observe an all
Indin Hartal on 3 Pebrugry, the day of the arsival of the Commission in Bombay®,
Bengal Provineial Congress urged to organise demonstrations on 20 Febuary, the
date of Simon Commission amval ot Calogita®. Accordingly Hartal was observed
on 3 February” and miass mectings and demopstration were took place on 20
February all over Bengal®. Meanwhile, the Indian nationalist politicians, as a counter
o the Simon Comandssion met ot on all-Pany conforence and as per its decision
a commuttee headed by Motilal Nelwu formulated # report protesting  future
constinetional reform®. When the Nebro repont was presented  belore the annual
Congress sesspon ( 1928) at Calcutta, a strong debate arose on the {ulure status
of India, dominion or complete independence™. The younger section of the delegates
led by Jawaharlal Nebru and Subbias Chanda Bose movod a resolution in favour
of independence 1o be (i goul of the Congress but it was lost " However in next
anniisl Congress, helid in Lahore (December 1929) passed the resolution of complete
imlependence as the goal of the Congress.”” As a first step the Congress working
committee docided to observe independence day all over India on 26 January 1930

S o varly January the Congress Working Commatice decided to boyeott councils'



