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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

Problems of Economic Levelopment 

The Study of human resources is vital in any discussion/ 

on either economic development or quality of life. It is important 
- . ( 1) 

because man is not only the creator of resource but also its user. 

The fruits of economic development are enjoyed by the popu-

lation of a particular region or by a particular country. There 

is a close relationship between the growth of population and econo-

mic development. If the rate of growth of population of a parti-

cular region is greater than the rate of growth of income, then 

the · economy of that region will be caught into a low level equilib

rium trap " ( 2 ) A rapid growth of population hinders economic 

development and aggravates poverty, if the increase manpower 

is not porperly utilised into the development process. In sparsely 

populated areas, any rise in population is a positive sign for 

economic development because it increases exploitation of natural 

resources. On the otherhand, in thickly populated areas, any 

rise in population hinders economic development if they are not 

properly utilised for development process. As development process 

involves· both the individual and Society, the growth of population 

as well as distribution of population of our research area naturally 

comes into discussion. 
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Population and Quality of life of Malda . 

a)" A Study of Population of the . District ( Malda ) 

Population growth is probably the best known problem 

of economic development and provides the most publicized argument 

for expanding the economic ~tatus of a district. The process 

of economic development involves the utilisation of physical resour-

ces of a nation by the labour force of a country so that produc-
' 

ti.ve potential in a country is realised. In this effort of development 

there is no doubt that the labour force of the country makes a 

positive coutribution. So in the analysor of a research work 

the Population comes narturally into our discussion. Due 

to a rapid growth of population sometime shield the development 

of a rural areas, but at the same time it may lead to rapid growth 

of rural development if man power is properly utilised. 

Malda shows a steady increase of population from decade 

to decade, The growth of population depends mainly upon the 

birth rate and death rate. Emigration and immigration of population · 

can play some part but in case of Malda district it is not very 

sigrrlfic ant. Birth rates in Malda District is very high than death 

rates. As per 1981 Census, the population of Malda was 20, 31, 871 

out of which 10,42, 498 was males and 9, 89, 373 were females. 

The percentage Decadal Variation in population between 1971 and 

1981 was 36.19 . This was slightly higher than the rate of growth 

of West Bengal, i.e. 23.96. A cursory glance at the population 

figures of different police stations of Malda district will J:'eveal 
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that the rate of growth of population of Ga:iol P. S. was the highest 

51.77% in 1971, but it had become almost half in 1981 

25.72% ) • Bamongola and Englishbazar P.S. showed higher 

rates in 1971, but in 1981 this rate had been decreased to 30.86% 

in Englishbazar and 27.84% in Bamongola. In 1981, the P.S. of 

Malda showed highest rate of . growth ( about 39% ) but Manil<chak 

/ had the lowest rate of growth ( 18. 36% ) • From a survey of 

Malda District we get block-wise distribution of population. This · 

is shown in table 3.1 and table 3. 2 

Table : 3.1 

Population Distribution of the District 
================================================================= 

Sl. Blocks Total Male Female 
No. population 

1. ·' Harishchandrapur-I 1,01,363 . 52,262 49,101 

2. Harishchandrapur-ll 1,20,850 61,813 59,037 

3. Chanchal-I 1,15,905 59,893 56,012 

4. Chanchal-ll 1.02,921 52,548 50,373 

5. Ratua-I 1. 40,682 72,236 68,446 

6. Ratua-n 1,00,417 51,501 48,916 

7. Gazole 1,81,672 92,948 88,724 

8. Bamongola 85,339 43,528 41,811 

9. Habib pur 1,41,114 71,750 69,364 

10. Old Malda 98,767 50,560 48,207 

11. Englishbazar 1. 54,792 80,051 74,771 

12. Manil<chak 1,49,673 76,015 73,658 

13. Kaliachak-1 1,82,599 92,490 90,109 

14. Kaliachak-ll 1,12,494 57,474 55,020 
15. Kaliachak-m 1,56,122 84,070 72,052 

Total 19,44,710 9,99,139 9,45,571 



Table : 3.2 

Distribution of Population of the District Malda 
===================================================================================================== 

Blocks 

1. HAR ISHCHANDRAPUR- I 

2. HARTSHCHANDRAPUR - II 

3. CHANCHAL - I 

4. CHANCHAL - II 

5. RATUA - I 

6. RATUA - II 

1.· GAZOLE 

8. BAMONGOLA 

9. HADIBPUR 

10. OLD MALO A 

11. ENGLISHBAZAR 

Total SC Total ST No~ Of No. Of. 
Population Population landless Barga

labou rers dars 

24, 196 2,087 10,678 4,840 

11,831 2, 745 11,429 3,000 

16,212 482 12,610 7,671 

9,869 8,753 19,418 3,015 

13,535 2,834 13,039 3,128 

13, !22 2,:324 11,854 2,654 

57,160 44,065 20,164 15,026 

40,006 20,475 25,350 2,044 

58,176 48,660 22,506 13,555 

27,232 16,020 3,000 7,069 

2,689 3,032 16,155 3,221 

No. of 
Patta 
holders 

6,016 

2,500 

3,315 

3,943 

6,623 

4,014 

983 

10,396 

18,890 

9,530 

6,564 

No. of 
Small 
farmers 
families 

3,600 

5,200 

4,320 

2,283 

3,600 

4,120 

8,525 

1,208 

3,510 

3,000 

1,436 

No. of Marginal 
farmers 
families 

7,200 

9,659 

10,090 

6,714 

6,500 

4,600 

15,730 

2,361 

9,197 

6,600 

6,603 

Contd •••• 

(j) 
(j) 



12. MANIKCHAK 18,269 144 14. 129 4,782 10,692 3. 120 9,353 

13. KALIACI-IAK 5,235 NIL 14,000 2,385 1,513 4,500 t8,7oo 

i4. KALIACHAK - II 8,185 3 11,586 672 2.498 1,287 7,704 

1 5. K ALIACHAK - III 5,960 1 5 38,150 690 4,850 4,393 8,863 

Total 3,11,677 1,51,639 2,24,068 73,961 92,327 54. 102 1,29,874 

Source District Profile M alda. 

=========================.~=========================================================================== 

~ 
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The above table [ Table 3.1 ] reveals the block-wise 

population ( 3 ) . In the case the female population over male popu

lation is remarkable. 

In the tabl.e 3. 2 it is seen that the no. of SC population 

is more than ST population of the District. The number of landless 

labourers and marginal farmers families are also high in the dis-

trict. 

Rate of Growth 

The rate of growth of population in Malda district depends 

to a large extent, on the immigrants of population from the former 

East Pakistan now Bangladesh ) . After the independence of 

Bangladesh in 1971, the tendency of immigration has diminished. 

So there is no extra pressure during the decade 1971-81. We 

can now show the administrative division of population of Malda 

district with variations and percentages of variations in table .3. 3 

Rural-Urban Population Household and Religion 

From a survey we can found that the Malda District 

is almost entirely rural. The growth of rural population in the 

district has been lower than that of the total population of the 

district. This is because urban population grew very fast and 

even at the cost of rural population. 

rural urban ratio of the District. 

The table 3. 4 shows the 
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1 ')51 

Population '.'<•riaticn 'l(. varia-
1941-51 tion 

937580 -;-')3265 +11.0 

937580 +93265 +11.0 

93872 +10333 +12.4 

2261£4 +31860 +16.4 

37420 +:?442 +10.1 

72193 .,.lC')Gbl -r-~S. U 

115E34 t12B49 +12.5 

77587 +12801 +19.8 

1000:98 -2, 564 -2.5 

1011~6 +-1182 .-J-1. 2 

73171 -216 -0.3 

39665 +3692 t-10.3 . 

- -~·---

1~61 1971 

Population Variation % v~ia- Population Variation 'l(,varia-

1C:.81 

Population vari~tion 
1971-81 1951-G1 tion 1961-71 tion 

--------- --------
1221923 +284343 -t-30.3 161Z657 3907}4 ~31.98- 2031871 419214 

1221923 +284343 +~0.3 i..512C~57 290734 +31.98 2031871 419214 

131377 +37505 +40.0 182996 51619 +:!9.29 239457 56461 

283635 +57<151 .,. 25.. 4 35.8101 -,4456 +26~ 25 456085 97984 

52475 +15055 +40.2 71077 16602 +35.45 98767 27690 
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13 S682 +25526 ,-2~.1 177333 •:0651 +2:'.74 221890 44557 

94505 +-21334 ..-29.2 1431\26 48921 +51.77 180315 36te'l 

<17805 -~8140 +20.5 66773 lB968 +~9.68 85362 18589 

% variation 

+25.0 

-t-26.0 

+30.65 

+27. 36 

+~6.?5 

+24.65 

~22.59 

+18.:!6 

+2~:. 39 

+ ~ 5. 12 

·:-- ;·:. 7L 

-~27.B4 

--·- ·-- -·- -- . -. --- ·-- -· -- --· -- -- - ---·~--- --- --- ------ - -- ---·-. ------ --- -- --·-·-----. --------- --. --~--· 

~~~~cc : -~n~~s of ln· i -.!,. F•5i, lq6i; 1°71 of\( 1::081 

c::n 
tO 



'{ 

IS" 

14 

7 

6 

1 

Density of population of 
Malda :Dis-bl'ict ovel' 100 lfea:rs. 
(Persons pel' square mile) 

70 

0~~~~~~~---~~--~~~~~-----------1~81 li9 l 1901 .1'11 J921 1931 19~1 1951 19£.1 1911 1~1 
Sensus Yea.r w:,. X 



71 

Table 3.4 

Rural-Urban Ratio of the Population of Malda District. 

===============~================================================== 

Total Urban Rural. Percentage 
Year population population population of rural 

population to 
total popu-
lati.on 

1901 603649 17410 586239 97.12 

1911 698547 18072 680475 97.41 

1921 686174 17202 668972 97.49 

1931 720440 19686 700754 97.27 

1941 844315 27178 817137 96.78 

1951 937580 35161 902419 96.25 

1961 1221923 50785 1.171138 95.84 

1971 1612657 68026 1544631 95.78 

1981 2031871 97196 1934675 95.22 

Source Director of Census Operation, India 1961, 1971 and 1981 

From the above table it shows that the growth of rural 

population to urban population is slow. In fact that the degree 

of urbanisation to rural population is very slow ( 4 ) Now it 

shows that 1he district's household population during 1981 Census 

is very remarkable. 
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From the table 3 . 4 it reveals that the household total 

population in Malda District is very concentrated in the rural areas 

than urban ( 5 ) . 1his is an indication of the State of the economy 

of the District which has remained almost entirely on agriculrute. 

Male-Female Distribution 

The District had a large number of females than males. 

Since the sex ratio was on the decline. This downward tendency 

has got a break in 1981, it was 949 per 1000 males. But that 

is stlll the highest amongest the five North Bengal Districts and 

shows a much higher proportion of female population as compared 

to that of the State of West Bengal as a whole ( 6 ~. In table 3 . 5 

gives some information regarding this. 

Table 3. 5 

Number of Females per 1000 Males 

================================================================= 

Census Year West Bengal Malda District 

1 2 3 

1901 945 1007 

1911 925 ·1004 

1921 905 991 

1931 890 989 

1941 852 883 

Contd ...• 

73 
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1951 865 966 

1961 878 965 

1971 891 948 

1981 911 949 

Source Census of India, 1961, 1971 and 1981. 
================================================================= 

b) Quality of Population 

The quality of life is the main constraint in an economic 

development of a country. The quality of life can be judged from 

life expectancy, the level o~ literacy and the level of technical 

training attained by the people of a country. It also consists 

of the drinking water facilities ; the nature of education, doctor 

per thousand population, hospital l.Jed available per thousand popu-

lation , road per thousand population and the nature of irrigation 

per thousand population. Therefore this type of analysis is mainly 

based on the usefulness and significance of an individual. From 

this standpoint, in this chapter, we discuss on some population 

front. 

The quality of population can be judged from life expect-

ancy. the level of literacy and the level of technical training attained 

by the people of India. In Malda District the literacy level in 

1981 Census was 31.44 in case of males and 14.22 in case of 

females out of 23. 06 persons. The life expectancy is dependent 

on the incidence of mortality rates which in turn depend on large 

number of factors such as the occurrance of epidemic, the preva-



lance of diseases, the level of nutrition attained by the people 

of a country, the condition of living, care of women, infant mortality 

rates etc. For a quite long period of time, expectation of life 

in this district was low. It was on account of the high levels 

of death rates. During 1985 to 1987 the figures of Birth and 

Death is shown in table 3.6 . 

Tabel 3.6 

Birth. and Death ratio of Malda 1985-1987 

================================================================= 

Year 

Elirth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Source 

1985 

24,360 

11.90 

8,363 

4.11 

CMOH Malda District. 

1986 

.23,985 

11.80 

8,513 

4.18 

1987 

25,292 

11.10 

9,022 

4.19 

================================================================= 
It is seen from the above table that the quality of popu..,. 

lation has been varied from year to year. The Birth rate of 

this district is high as from other, compar:ing to the death rate 

is not much high due to the development of modern science and 

other facilities. But from the high Birth rate it is seen that the 

rural poverty is very much increasing from year to year. In 

the rural area the total birth and death rate is as much as high 

( 7 J 
than the municipal area In municipal area itself the main 
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statistics of ·birth and death rate is shown in_ table 3. 7 . 

Tabls 3. 7 

Distribution of Birth and Death rate of 

Municipal Area of Malda District 
================================================================= 

Year 1985 1986 1987 

Birth 3924 5142 5036 

Death 2294 1970 2011 

Source CMOH Malda District. 

==========~====================================================== 

'Therefore it can be concluded that in the rural area 

the quality of population can be achieved from the vital statistics 

and in order to. determine population at a time say t ) sub-

sequent causes one may use a number of procedures. The popu

lation P
1 

and time t ·is the obtained as P1 = P0 + ( B-D )( 
8

). 

It is a very common method is to make use of statistics of birth 

and deaths. 

While the Poverty· of people is at the fact of this pheno-

men on of short life span. The discovery of wonder medicines, 

control epidemics like plague, cholera, influenza or small pox, 

the general inprovement in medical assistance, . increase in number 

of hospitals, doctors, nurses, Midwives and better control of diseass 

have all helped to save life. In recent years, the public health 

measure taken under the various plans have further reduced death 

rates. 
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c) Study of Literacy Position. 

To analyse the quality of life of a. population we first 

analyse the literacy rates of the block-wise data under P.S. of 

M alda District. The literacy rate of Malda District, as per 1981 

Census, is roughly 23 percent. 1his is far low compared to 

the State average of 41 percent. However, there is approximately 

2 percent growth of decinnial literacy rate of the District between 

1971 and 1981. Again this margin is low compared to that of 

the period between 1961 and 1971 which was approximately 4 per-

cent. With the growth of industrialisation the pace of literacy 

rate is required to be geared up in the district. The table 3 .8 

indicates the type of educational institution existing in the District. 

I C 
. l (9) n ensus termmo ogy a person who can both 

read and write with understanding in any language is to be taken 

as literate. A man who can merely read but cannot write is 

not a literate. It is not necessary that a person who is literate 

should have received any formal education or should have passed 

any minimum education standard. All the children of the age of 

four years of less were treated as illiterate even if the child 

was attending a school or might have picked up reading and writing. 

The language of the majority of the people is Bengali. 

But a certain percentage of the population in the West and North 

is of Behari origin and most of them speak Hindi or Khotta which 

is a mixture of Hindi and Bengali. This class, though largely 

retained their own language and gradually acquiring Bengali. In 

the region of Araidanga, Milki, Noghoria, Atgama, Amriti and Mirjad-
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Table : 3.8 

Distribution of Educational Instit:l.itions 

======================================================================:============================== 

Blocks No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Primary Second- H.S. College Adult Non-for- Rural 
SGhools ary Schools Education mal Edn. Libraries 

Schools Centre 

1. Harishchandrapur I 101 7 1 NIL 312 1\lJ:L 4 

2. Harishchandrapur II 107 3 1 NIL NIL Nil. 2 

3. Chanchal I 90 9 1 1 9 8 5 

4. Chanchal II 83 7 NIL 1 NIL 1 5 

5. Ratua I 107 3 5 NIL 8 55 6 

6. Ratua II 83 11 3 NIL 15 4 6 

7. Gazole 218 14 2 NIL 200 24 7 

8. Bamongola 105 7 1 NIL 120 50 7 

9. Habibpur 147 10 1 NIL 120 40 6 

10. Old Maida 123 4 1 ... 100 NT..L 0 .J. 

Contd .... 

-..] 

CXl 



11. Englishbazar 148 27 1 1 150 51 9 

12. Manikchak 146 11 1 NIL 150 30 8 

13. Kaliachak - I 50 7 2 NIL 120 117 4 

14. Kaliachak -· II 121 4 5 NIL 80 9 6 

15 Kaliachak - III 106 1 1 NIL 9 9 6 

Total 1735 125 26 4 1393 404 87 

Source Malda District Profile, 1989. 

===================================================================================================== 

-..J 
co 



pur there are · settlement of domicile Maithili Brahmins who speaks 

Maithili. The SC and ST people of this district are very much 

backward economically as well as educationally. ( See Appenclix IDA 

We, therefore, to say that the number of literate person 

of this district or the ratio of the male-female literacy rates of 

this district is very poor. From a Survey we find the ratio of 

male-female under block-wise cases in table 3. 9 

Table 3.9 

Number of male-female literacy rates under 

different Blocks of Malda District. 

============================================:==================== 

Sl. No. Blocks Male Female 

1. Harishchandrapur - I 28.5 11.9 

2. Harishchandrapur - II 27.1 9.6 

3. Chanchal - I 35.2 18.5 

4. Chanchal - II 29.0 12.1 

5. Ratua - I 28.5 10.8 

6. Ratua - n 25.8 11.1 

7. Gazole 28.6 10.3 

8. Bam angola 33.1 11.9 

9. Habibpur 28.1 11.0 

10. Old Malda 32.8 16.0 

11.. F.nglishbazar 48.2 32 • .9 

12. Manikchak 31.4 10.7 

13. Ka1iachak - I 26.0 8.0 

Contd ..•. 

80 
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14. Kaliachak - II 31.3 12.9 

15. Kaliachak - III 26.7 13.5 

Total 31.4 14.2 

Source District Credit Plan, Malda. 
================================================================= 

From the above table it is seen that the ratio of male 

to female is not remarkable. There are so many people who 

is not literate and we know that the development of a district 

depends on the literacy rates of a district. The District Malda 

is a backward one. The economic condition and as well as the 

literacy condition is very poor ( 10 ) 

d) Drinking Water Facilities 

The major source of water supply in the district are 

deep tube-well, rivers and shallow tube-well and ring-wells. 

Malda District is rich in water resource. WatE;Jr is available below 

12' of the surface in and around Englishbazar and Old Malda Block. 

In Samsi and Kaliachak the water level exists below 30' of the 

surface. In almost all parts of the district there exists ideal 

condition for sinking of tube-wells. Regarding urban water supply 

there are two schemes namely Englishbazar municipal warter supply 

and Old Malda municipal water supply. In short the district as 

well as the indus:trial unit will not face any problem regarding 

the availability of water. From a survey of Malda District it is 

seen that the nature of drinking water facilities is not as well 

as bad. This is shown in table 3. 10 . 
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Table 3. 10 

Distribution of Drinking Water Supply 

================================================================= 

Sl. NO. of No. of No. of 
NO. Village Village Village 

with spot with pipe with no 
sources water sup water 

-El~ sources 

1. Harishchandrapur-I 213 7 NIL 

2. Harishchandrapur-ll 203 5 2 

3. Chanchal-I 218 7 16 

4. Chanchal-IT 99 NIL 4 

5. Ratua-I 184 5 NIL 

6. Ratua-rr 103 5 NIL 

7. Gazole 392 10 8 

8. Bamongola 181 NIL NIL 

9. Habib pur 544 8 112 

10. Old Malda 260 2 32 

11. Englishbazar 270 NIL NIL 

12. M an:ikchal< 104 NIL NIL 

13. Kaliachal<-I 183 5 NIL 

14. Kaliachak-ll 81 18 NIL 

15. Kaliachak-ill 100 NIL 19 

Total 3,135 72 193 

Source District Profile, Malda. 
=======================================~========================= 
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From the table 3.10 it is seen that the condition of 

the drinking water facilities in rural as well as urban area is 

very remarkable. 
·, 

'This type of drinking water facilities geared 

( 11) 
up by the Govt. of India and State Govt. also . 

But the role of the Commercial Banks is not very proini-

sing. Because in case · of drinking water no such proporti.onals 

are being entertained by the RRB 1 s, specially Gramin Bank. The 

Regional Rural Banks, specially GGB is financing only for productive 

purposes. The proposals for only drinking water are being imple-

mented by the State Govt. agencies in block-wise etc. with grant. 

But from a survey We see that UBI gave some fincial .help in Ali-

nagar Branch under Manikchak Block. 

e) Condition of Health Structure . 

The concern with human capital mainly reflects a concern 

with health and education. It may be said that distributive strate-

gies such as improved education or better health are not in. conflict. 

with economic growth. Development Programmes entail not merely 

an efficient allocation fo existing resources , including more productive 

human resources 
(12) 

Health occupies much the same position as education 

in relation to basic needs strategies. A decent level of health 

is itself a basic need. At the same time, improvement in health 

can contribute substantially to increase productivity and to fuller 

participation in society. The World Health Organisation has proposed 

a . primary health care programme which is specifically oriented 

to ·meet the basic needs in the field of health, specially in less 



developed regions. The poor socio-economic conditions under 

which the low income groups exist in the developing areas are 

probably more inportant as determinants of level of health than 

. (13) 
health services. According to Herbert , unless, these conditons 

are rectified, curative and other health services, even if undertaken 

on a large scale, are unlikely to have sustained success. Sophis-

ticated health approaches are in-appropriate unless backed up 

by out reach and preventive services. Better preventive services 

can reduce the need for expensive periodic treatment. It also 

reduces health hazards for others in the community. 

In Malda District, at present there is 1 District Hospital 

with bed strength of 450 numbers. In adc:ition, there are also 

15 primary Health Centres, 35 Subsidiary Health Centres. Besides 

above, there are Railway Hospital, R.S.C.T.B. Hospital and Police 

Hospital 1 each in number. The total bed strength, in all institutions 

combined is 975. 

From a Survey of Malda District it is found that the 

condition of medical status is very bad See Appendix IDE ) . 

Due to some major population growth in rural areas as well as 

urban areas the number of medical institutional facilities is not 
(14) 

good It is seen from table 3.11 . 

From the table 3.11 shows that the number of bed avail-

able is not sufficient to population wise. . But from . some inves-

tigation it is found that the rural people in the Malda District did 

not enjoy the sufficient medical facilities. We show a distribution 

of number of beds in medical institution under one thousands popu-
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Table · : 3 . 11 

Distribution of Medical Status of Malda District 

===================================================================================================== 

Sl. Blocks 
No. 

1. Harishchandrapur I 

2. Harishchandrapur II 

3. Chanchal I 

4. Chanchal II 

5. Ratua I 

6. Ratua II 

7, Gazole 

8. Bam angola 

No. of 
P.H.C. 

01 

01 

01 

01 

01 

01 

01 

01 

No. of 
beds 

60 

30 

68 

25 

15 

15 

12 

25 

No. of 
S.H.C. 

02 

02 

02 

02 

03 

02 

03 

02 

No. of 
beds --

06 

NIL 

05 

NIL 

10 

t-.'IL 

06 

10 

No. of 
SHCs 
without 
bed 

01 

02 

NIL 

02 

02 

02 

02 

04 

No. of Medical Practitional 
Allopath Homeo- Ayurbedic 

path 

07 01 01 

02 01 NIL 

09 01 NIL 

06 01 NIL 

05 01 NIL 

02 02 NIL 

07 02 NIL 

07 01 NIL 

Contd .... 
0:1 
c.n 



a Habibpur 01 25 02 NIL 02 04 02 NIL .... 

10. Old Malda 01 15 02 NIL 02 03 01 NIL 

., 

11. Englishbazar 01 25 03 10 01 05 03 NIL 

12. Manikchak 01 25 03 NIL 03 04 02 NIL 

13. Kaliachak - I 01 15 03 15 02 06 01 01 

14. Kaliachak - ll 01 20 02 NIL 02 03 NIL NIL 

15. Kaliachak - ill 01 15 02 10 01 03 02 NIL 

Total 15 390 35 72 25 73 21 2 

Source District Profile Report, 1989. 

=========================================================~=========================================== 
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(15) 
lation . The table 3. 12 shows the type of distribution. 

Table · · 3 .. 12 

Number of Bed in Medical Institution 

================================================================= 

Name 6 Civic status 
of Town 

1. II Englishbazar 

2. VI Jagannathpur. 

3. v Jhal Jhalia 

4. V Old Maida 

Total 

Source Census of India, 1981. 

No. of Beds in Medical ins
titutions per 1000 population. 

8.91 

NIL 

5.31 

NIL 

8.67 

===========================================~===================== 

From the above table it reveals that the data on beds 

in medical· institutions per one thousand population in urban sector 

of the district. It shows that the number of beds is very insuffi-

cient in this District. 

f) Roads and Transport . 

After the partition of the country, the use of rivers 

for commerce has been somewhat constrained, since, except Kalindri, 

all the other major rivers like, Mahananda, Tangon, Punarbhaba 

flow through Bangladesh before joining the Ganges. Now-a-day 

the principal means of communication are road and rail. 

The National Highway 34, while runs from Calcutta to 

Siliguri, passes via Englishbazar Maida ) . The total length 
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of differnt types of surfaced and all weather roads in this District 

is about 85 km. The public transport system is managed by both 

the sectors, namely private and the North Bengal State Transport 

Corporation. 

After opening of the Farakka Barrage there is both quali-

tative and quantitative change in the road network in the district; 

National Highway 34 is connecting important places like Khejuriaghat 

township, Kaliachak, Englishbazar, Old ·Malda, Gazole etc. The 

total coverage of the National Highway 34 within the District is 

roughly 145 kms. Apart from the National Highway the State Highway 

No. 10 always exists in the District. The first part of the said 

State Highway connects Manikchak to Maida covering an area of 

30 kms. Then it coverages with the National Highway. Subsequently, 

it again emerges from the National Highway and connects Gazole 

and Buniadpur extending over an area of 16. 6 kms. Thus the 

total length of the State Highway within the district is appoximately 

73 kms. The roads maintained by different organisation iri the 

district is highlightened in table 3 .. 13 

Table 3.13 

Distribution of Roads of Maida District 

============================~==================================== 

Blocks 
Length of 
roads 

Under 
PWD 

Under Under 
Z.P. Z.P. 

88 

(Roads) (Meta- (Unmet-
lled) alled) 

1. Harishchandrapur-I 242 km 37 km 15 km 194 km 

2. Harishchandrapur-ll 400 km 12 km 75 km 73 km 

Contd .••. 
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3. Chanchal-I 155 km 35 km 1 km 9 km 

4. Chanchal-II 400 km 30 km NIL 7 km 

5. Ratua-I 302 km 37 km NIL . 50 km 

6. Ratua-n 140 km 55 km NIL 4 km 

7. Gazole 955 km 55 km NIL 862 km 

8. Bamongola 235 km 26 km .25 km 14 km 

9. Habib pur 311 km 60 km Nil 51 km 

10. Old Malda 292 km 29 km 4 km 10 km 

11. Englishbazar 250 km 110 km 20 km 40 km 

12. Manikchak 180 km 26 km 1 km 12 km 

13. Kaliachak-I 250 km 35 km Nil.. 20 km 

14. Kaliachak-II 135 km 36 km NIL NIL 

15. Kaliachak-III 148 km 10 km 8 km s k.m 

Total 4395.5 km 592 km 64.25 km 1201. 5km 

Source District Statistical Officer, Malda. 

================================================================= 

From the table 3. 14 and 3. 15 it reveals that the roads 

and transport not as well as bad ( See Appendix me ) . Over 

and above the existing roads, construction works is in progress 

to complete the following roads in the district. 

i) Bridge over river Bramhani at Nalagola ghat on Mirjapur

Banshihari Road. 

ii) Bridge over the river Mahananda at Alalghat on Gazole-Samsi 

Road. 
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ill) Road over the bridge at Rathbari on Malda-Manikchak road 

which is a Flyover at Englishbazar. 

Jv) Bridge on Englishbazar-kotwali Pukaria ferry ghat road which 

. .. ( 16) 
1s named as 11 NetaJl Setu 11 

Table 3,14 

Distribution of Village connected by Roads 
================================================================= 

Category of Total no. of Number Number Number 
population villages in connected connected Net connected 

the district with all with fa4' with any 
weather weather kind of Roads 
Roads Roads 

1000 - 1500 136 86 10 40 

Source Road Development Construction. 
================================================================= 

This is very much interesting issue, the table 3 .16 

shows the SC and ST area roads in the Malda District. 

Table 3.15 

Distribution of Roads passing through the area 

================================================================= 

Roads Passing 
through the area 

Length of Roads 
other than SC/ST 
area Roads 

Other District 
road(ODR) 
Length in Km s 

97.00 

Village Road 
(VR) length 
in kms. 

725.60 

Total length 
in kms 

822.60 

Contd .••• 
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ST area Road 110.50 110.50 

Sc Area Roads 1.00 82.50 83.50 

Total 98.00 918.60 1,016.60 

Source Road Development Construction. 
================================================================= 

From the above table it shows that SC and ST roads 

area is very remarkable ih this District. 1he SC and ST are 

very backward and poor. The actual developmental work is not 

overall done in the district. So it is to say that the road develop-

ment is not yet improved upto State Highway standard. It is antici-

pated that when the projects will be ·complete the road communication 

within the district will improve further. It is to be noted here 

that with the construction of N1PC township at Khejuriaghat Old 

settlement will grow. The road connection in place of NH 34 iS 

narrow. Action is required to be taken to develop the road(, 17 ) 

- g) Nature of Irrigation for Development of Quality of Population : 

Irrigation system has an important part to play for the 

key development of rural economy. It enlarges the scope for 

extensive cultivation with high yield rate. The rainfall in Malda 

is not uniform all round the year rather it is erratic and not 

evenly distributed in all the areas for which there is considerable 

loss in production of crops. On an average there are 67 rainydays 

in a year. The maximum precepitation received during last 10 

years is 1760.5 mm during 1981 and the minimum is 673.4 mm 



dur:ing 19 72 . Due to lack of sufficient rain water through proper 

distribution of rainfall in different parts of the District the need 

for smooth irrigation system is widely felt and accordingly number 

of irrigation schemes have been executed from time to timer18 ) 

But still it could not satisfy the large scale demand 

of the area for various reasons. The District is not command 

by any major irrigation project for which the irrigation of Malda 

is exclusively dependent on minor irrigation system like River 

lift irrigation, Deep tube-well etc. Which covers only 24 percent 

of the net cropped area of the District. 

in Malda District is shown in tabel 3. 16 . 

The nature of irrigation 

From the table 3 .16 it is proved that the progress in 

irrigation system is very marginal in the District. Perhaps this 

is an lmprotant points which should draw attention of the concerned 

authority. 
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Table 3.16 

Nature of Irrigation by different sources of Malda District 
===================================================================================================== 

Blocks 

1. Harishchandrapur I 

2. Harishchandrapur II 

3. Chanchal I 

4. Chanchal II 

5. Ratua 

6. Ratua II 

7. Gazole 

8. Bamongola 

9. Habibpur 

10. Old Malda 

11. Englishbazar 

12. Manikchak 

13. Kaliachak I 

14. Kaliachak II 

15. Kaliachak III 

Net area 
under irri
gation (in 
acres) 

16703 

18000 

11460 

14210 

13770 

7401 

29.732 

3.375 

31700 

18240 

1847 

3950 

4572 

!7599 

4228 

No. 

2 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Nil 

36 

Nil 

2 

2 

3 

6 

4 

Canals Tanks 
Area Be- No. Area No. 
netitted beneti 
(in acres) tted 

62 

Nil 

130 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

18000 

Nil 

50 

100 

124 

16139 

(in -
acres) 

307 887 

Nil Nil 

23 185 

10 

34 

22 

390 11440 20 

97 250 31 

Nil Nil 57 

205 9575 39 

75 75 35 

1305 4187 37 

420 12478 34 

10 10 

Nil Nil 

Nil Nil 

Ni 1 Nil 

19 

23 

6 

9 

RLI 
Area 
beneti 
tted 
(in -
acres) 

1724 

2000 

990 

2010 

4500 

3880 

6800 

1300 

4525 

1000 

668 

2000 

296 

400 

788 2 30 Nil Nil 

DTWS 
No. Area 

beneti 
tted 
(in -
acres) 

STWS 
No. Area 

beneti 
tted 
(in -
acres) 

Others 
No. Area 

neriefi 
tted 
(in -
acre sO 

4 551 1102 12209 42 1270 

Nil Nil 

9 

7 

465 

455 

4000 1600 

21 

2 

210 

305 

Nil Nil 

1120 9480 

Nil Nil 

18 2400 1250 6250 10 370 

36 1478 681 2043 Nil Nil 

3 367 1200 10080 52 2885 

Nil Nil 

Nil Nil 

22 580 

22 480 

10 450 

500 

534 

510 

639 

150 

10 !008 24 

9 500 4 

Nil Nil 18 

2000 

4282 

4182 

639 

900 

121 

555 

540 

Nil Nil 

3 706 

Nil Nil 

Nil Nil 

10 500 

600 3023 

4 5 

1!25 2870 

-------------------------------------·---------------------------------------------------------------
Total 196787 88 .34630 2907 39117 376 32093 150 87~4 10635 45916 2966 21109 

-----------------------------------:---------------------------------------------
Source District Profile Report, Malda, 1990. 

co 
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SUMMARY 

The preocess of economic development involves the utili-

sation of physical resources of nation by the labour force of a 

country so that productive .potential is realised. In this context 

the development of a district . level, there is no doubt that the 

labour force of this district makes a positive contribution, but 

it is equally true that rapidly growing population retards the process 

of development of a nation as well as a District. 

From a generalised survey in the Malda District it is 

found that per capita cultivated area is gradually on the decline 

in this District. Between 1921 and 1981 the cultivated area per 

capita dropped and to compensate for this fall in cultivated landman 

ratio , it is imperative that efforts be made to raise productivity. 

Since a major part of the increase in population takes place in 

the rural areas it also signifies that the share of family consumption 

in total food production will increase and much less will be left 

over as marketable surplus. These are gloomy forebodings which 

stress the necessity of family limiation. 

Rising population increases the number of children and 

hence demands higher expenditure on education. From a survey 

of the Malda district it is found that there is no doubt that expen-

diture on education can be viewed as social investment in men 

that ultimately enhances the productivity of the labour force. 

In addition to this , expenditure on medical care and public health 

will also · call forth further investment. Not only that, the additional 



population has to be provided housing accommodation. 

Therefore the quality of population can be judge from 

life expectancy, the level of literacy and the level of technical 

training attained by the people of this district. The level of literacy 

rates of Malda District is far low compared to State level. A 

break-up reveals that the male-literacy rates in compared to female 

literacy rateis;notsuprising. But in 1981 it is seen that the female 

literacy rate increases is more prominent in case of rural areas. 

The difference in the literacy rates between urban and rural areas 

is statistically significant for all the years for both male and female 

population. 

The Constitution of India provided free and compulsory 

education for all children until they complete the age of 14 years. 

The non-formal education centre is also very significant to literate 

of a females in the rural areas of a district. Still the level 

of female literacy rate is slightly increased during 1981. The. 

average number of doctors increases marginally in case of urban 

areas over the years while that for rural areas it is declines. 

The value of 1 t 1 is found to be statistically significant for 1961 

but fran 1971 it becomes low and statistically insignificant. There

fore the number of doctors is much lower than the higher growth 

of population in the district. 

In India life expectancy at birth was 46. 4 years for 

the decade 1961-71,_ 47.1 years for the males and 45.6 years 

for females. Compared this figures in case of Malda District, 

it is found that the life expectancy at birth was 11.10 case of 
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total population. The life expectancy is dependent on the incidence 

of mortality rates which in turn, depend on a large number of 

factors such as the occurrence of epidemics, the prevalent of 

diseases, the level of nutrition attained by the people of a district, 

the condition of living, care of women, infant mortality rates etc. 

For quite a long period of time, expectation of life in this district 

was low. Greater care of women due to· change in our attitude 

towards women has also contributed to higher life expectancy oj 

the female population in this district while poverty of the district 

level is at the root of this phenomenon of short life span, the 

discovery of wonder medicines to control epidemics like plague, 

cholera, influenza or small pox, the general inprovement in medical 

assistance, increase in the number of hospitals, doctors, nurses, 

midwives and better control of diseases have all helped to save 

]jfe. In recent years, the public health measures taken under 

vatious plans have further reduced death rate. Even then,· the 

present level of life expectancy in the district does not favourable. 

Infant death rate is found to be higher in case of urban areas 

than rural areas for all the years considered, though the difference 

between the two areas is statistically insignificat and declining 

over time. One of the reasons for this could be the better repor

ting of death in urbanized areas. 

In general it can be seen that the availability of educa

tion and health facilities increases over time in both urban and 

rural areas of this district. This is further evident from the· 

rising trend of the mean values for most of the variables. Variables 
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such as number of health centres and hospital beds, literacy rate 

show consistently increasing values while infant death rate shows 

a steady decreasing trend for this district from 1961 to 1981. 

The only expeption is the number of dispensaries which show a 

decreasing trend over the · years. 'This merely implies that this 

particular set up of health facilities is being increasing supplemented 

by provision of multipurpose, larger and more sophisticated units. 

97 



R E F E R E N C S 98 

1. Ananda Prasad Misra, Rural Poverty in India, Deep and 

Deep Publications, New Dellll, 1988, P - 64. 

2. Hara Sankar Bhattacharjee, Economics of Under Development 

Culcutta Book House, Culcutta 1978, P - 190. 

3. District Profile report, ( Published by Collector ate 

of Malda ) . 

4. B.Roy, District Census Hand Book, Malda, Census 1961, 

Published by the Superintendent, Govt. Printing, West 

Bengal 1965, P - XIV. 

B.Ghosh, District Census Hand Book, Malda, Census 1971 

( Published by the Superintendent, Govt. Printing, West 

Bengal 1979, P - 1. 

5 . S. N. Ghosh, Final Population Totals Gens us of India 

1981 ( Published by the Directorate of Census operation, 

West Bengal, 1982 ) P - 16. 

6. Block profile report 

Collectorate - 1987 

of Malda, 

p 20-23. 

Published by Malda 

7. A report published by Malda Municipality office, Malda, 

1989. 

8. S. P. Gupta, Statistical Methods , Sultan chand and sons, 

23 ,Daryaganj, New Dellll - 2, P. P. 16.5 . 

9. S. N. Ghosh, Village and Town Directory - Census of India, 

1981 ( Published by Director of Census operations, West 

Bengal, 1981, Part XITIA, P.3-4. 

10. District Credit Plan, 1988-90 and Annual Action Plan 

1988 C Published by the office of the Regional Manager, 

U.B.I. Malda, Region P. 24. 

11. District Profile report of Maida, 1987 Published by 

Maida Collectorate Development Section ) P. 10-11. 

12. S. Bhattacharjee, Report on Health and Socio-economic 

Survey in Calcutta Metropolitan areas, vols .. I, II, ill. 



C. M. D.A. Calcutta 1983. 

13. Jotm D Herbst, Urban Development in Third World, Chap. 

7, Projects in Health Service, P. 9. 1979. 

14. State Bureau of Health Intelligence Directorate of Health 

Service, Govt. of West Bengal, Handbook on Health on 

the March West Bengal, 1981. 

15. S.N.Ghosh, Census of India, Malda District, Series 23, 

1981, P. 21 . 

16. Block Profile Report of Malda District, 1987. ( Published 

by the Collectorate Development Section, Maida P. 

12-14. 

17. Road Development Construction - Report of Malda District. 

18. Principal of Agricultural Office, Malda. 

99 


