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PREFACE 

 

Indian Philosophy deals with many areas including epistemology, metaphysics, ethics 

etc. I have chosen absence or abhāva as a topic of my research on account of the fact 

that it has been admitted of one of the seven categories by Nyāya-Vaiśeşika 

philosophers. One might think that how a negative entity can become a category. When 

we think of a padārtha, it is normally assumed that it is capable of being positively felt. 

But abhāva which is otherwise called a negative fact may seem to be contradictory to 

us. The Nyāya-Vaiśeşika thinkers have put forth various reasons for admitting it as a 

category. These arguments are very much cogent and convincing. That’s why; from my 

studenthood days I cherished an intention to do work on abhāva. I am happy that it has 

been somehow come to an end. Though some of the arguments have not been accepted 

by me yet I sincerely appreciate their approach. I have been able to complete my work 

due to the blessing and grace of my Supervisor, Dr. Nirmal Kumar Roy, Head of the 

Department of Philosophy, NBU, who have untiringly helped me whenever he is 

approached. I have read some of the Sanskrit texts with Professor Raghunath Ghosh, 

Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, NBU, for which I owe a lot to him. Other teachers of 

the Department have helped in various ways and hence my sincere gratitude is 

conveyed to them. During the period of my research I enjoyed Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship 

from the University Grants Commission, New Delhi. Without this financial assistance it 

would not have possible to carry on my research and hence I convey my heartfelt 

thanks to UGC. There are friend in the Department as well as outside who are always at 

my help whenever I asked for. Hence I am grateful to them.  
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