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Conclusion 

 

North Bengal, in the real sense of the term, is an area of many people of diverse 

ethnic, linguistic and religious groups namely the Bengalees, Nepalese, Lepchas 

and several small tribes of Tibeto-Burman descent. The Political map of the region 

was altered by the British Government who brought more changes in this 

demographic identity. Side by side, the western education and culture deeply 

influenced the people of North Bengal. As a result, different types of Samitis and 

organizations sprang up in Hill North Bengal (Darjeeling, Kurseong and 

Kalimpang) and plain North Bengal (Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar, Maldah and 

Dinajpur) for Promoting social and cultural awareness of people. 

 North Bengal was partitioned during the great partition of India in 1947. 

After the partition one third of North Bengal was included to India and two-third, 

to East Pakistan. 

 In 1905 Bengal was divided into two parts- Purba and Paschim banga. But 

against this division the Swadeshi Movement started. As a result in 1911 Bengal 

was re-united but its capital was shifted from Calcutta to Delhi forever. The year 

1911 was also an important landmark in the history of North Bengal. In that year 

the first caste and ethnic based social organization named the Rajbanshi Kshatriya 

Samiti was established under the leadership of Sri Panchanan Burma, the first 

post-graduate among the Rajbanshis. 

 The Rajbanshis belonged to the Indo-Mongoloid groups ethnically. There 

were dis-similarities between them and the rest of Bengal. The Rajbanshis thought 

themselves as Kshatriya. But in the social structure of Bengal the status of the 

Kshatriyas caste was not permitted. The Rajbanshis had been oppressed by 

Bengali majority people for centuries. Land alienation and other types of 

economic exploitation had augmented their anger. So the Rajbanshis began to 

think themselves as a separate identity. They started movement to obtain their 

Kshatriya status. 
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 After independence the administrative and political scenario of North 

Bengal was totally changed and it created serious problems. The matter of re-

organizing Bengal came to the lime-light in 1952. Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy – the then 

Chief Minister of Bengal had summoned a press conference and vehemently said 

that some Bengali- speaking area of Bihar should come into Bengal for  

administrative and economic facilities and also for creating a link between 

Jalpaiguri , Maldah and Murshidabad. In order to serve the purpose the S.R.C. was 

formed in the year of 1955. On Monday, the 23rd. January, 1956 a historic joint 

statement was issued from Delhi by the Chief Minister of West Bengal and Bihar 

proposing merger of their status. 

 Against the merger proposal the mass of Bengal protested vehemently and 

an anti-merger movement started, which took the shape of a compressive national 

movement. In some districts of North Bengal ( Raiganj, Balurghat (West 

Dinajpur), Dinhata (Cooch-Bihar), Malda, Jalpaiguri and Siliguri) the wave of the 

movement had reached. 

The second burning question was Berubari movement. This name has 

expressed as News Headline day by day owing to Indian border problem. This 

problem had begun in 1954 regarding border demarcation between India and East 

Pakistan as the consequence of concluding Nehru-Noon Agreement in1958 by the 

Government of India and Pakistan. By this treaty India decided to give the 

Southern half of South Berubari to Pakistan. Against this decision the South 

Berubari  Pratiraksha Committee started a popular movement which was ended by 

concluding  the treaty of Indira- Mujib Agreement in 1974. 

 On the other hand, Enclave problem is an off-shoot of Indo- Bangladesh 

border problem. After independence and partition Rangpur district was transferred 

to Pakistan. Consequently, about 130 enclaves remained in the district of Rangpur 

(East Pakistan). On the other hand, 95 enclaves remained in the district of Cooch-

behar. They were called Chhitmahal dwellers in other word.  The Chhitmahal 

dwellers were deprived of various facilities such as education, voting rights etc. 

Recently on 31st. July, 2015 the Chhitmahal has been transferred between India 

and Bangladesh. 
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 After many years of struggle, India attained freedom on 15th August, 1947. 

The partition of Bengal during independence of India made possible for influx of 

millions of People into the bordering districts of North Bengal and these people 

were mainly Hindus. In 1964 again owing to Martial Administration another 

second influx of Bengalese occurred. In 1971 the Independence movement of 

Bangladesh not only formed a new nation but at that time a large number of 

people came to various places of North Bengal. These large influxes of people to 

North Bengal brought a demographic change of the region. The original 

indigenous people of the region became full of annoyance about their own 

identities. They had been transformed into marginal men. 

 The partition of India created a large number of different social groups on 

the basis of communalism and ethnic identities, which corrupted the whole 

atmosphere of North Bengal. At this moment North Bengal became witness of 

various socio-political movement in the post colonial period. 

 As the sons of soil (Rajbanshis) were deprived of their natural rights on 

land and other professions, they started movement and demanded separate state 

named Kamtapuri. In order to serve the purpose they had formed a separate 

political party named Uttara Khand Dal in the year of 1969. Generally, this party 

was known as the party of Rajbanshi Kshatriya Samaj and formed the base of 

different ethno-political movements in North Bengal. 
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