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CHAPTER - I 

 

Geo-political, Social and Demographic  

Profile of the Area 

 
North Bengal – the northern part of west Bengal is the combination of seven 

districts viz coach-behar, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, 

Maldah and Alipurduar. A large number of ethnic groups i,e Rajbanshi Nepali, 

Mech, Rabha, Oron, Munda, Santal, Malpahari, Toto, Kheria, Jugi, khen, Pan, 

Poliya etc are the inhabitants of this region. There are also higher castes people in 

this region. But the Rajbanshis are the largest group of people in North Bengal.  

 Geographically, North Bengal is the medium of communication between 

north east India and Aryabarta. For this, Geologists say that North Bengal is the 

gateway of north-east India. Owing to the geographical position there was the 

influx of people of different tracts of Indian Sub-continent from the dawn of 

history. From ancient period it maintained its own tradition and it became the 

headquarter of the whole of Bengal at one time. In ancient time North Bengal was 

the capital city of Bengal. It played an important role during later Gupta period 

and Sasanka period which were contemporary with the history of North–East India 

and Northern India also. 

               In this context it can be said that North-Eastern region of India was one 

of the greatest migration routes of mankind1 and the population which probably 

depict the mixture of all races namely Aryans, the Alpaine, Iranian and the Tibeto, 

Burman. They settled in the region taking their own culture, language and region 

and became groups of Non-Hindu affiliations.2The religion was also the natural 

home of Non-Aryan tribes bearing Mongoloid traits and features. Cooch-Behar 

was the headquarter of the tribes namely Koch, Rajbansis and Poliyas.3 The region 

also gained importance in the history of Bengal during medieval period. Bengal-

particularly North-Bengal was always in the main spring of history from early 

medieval period to the advent of the colonial rulers. Keeping in mind of all these 
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things, it may be clearly said that North-Bengal maintained a glorious past. It is 

well known that for sometime this region with its geographical and political 

eminence deeply influenced different aspects of the history and archaeology of 

Bengal. 

             At present North-Bengal is a connector of two divisions of India as a 

crucial point in the bottom of the Himalayas from the Chinese border. Its 

geographical proximity with Nepal Sikkim and Bhutan in the North, Assam and 

Bangladesh in the East and Bangladesh, West Bengal and Bihar in the  South has  

given her a vital position from the strategic point of view.4 Since a long span of 

time North-Bengal has served various  purposes as the eastern gateway for 

communicating people and their ideas between the Indian sub-continent in the 

west and Assam, Burma, China and other portion of South-East Asia in the east.5 

It is also the medium of assimilating different human civilization. 

             During Vedic and Puranic age, North Bengal was called as’pragjyotisha –

Kamrupa’ and Himalayan regions.6 We also can know that in ancient period 

Bengal was introduced as the name of ‘pundra’.7 At that time ‘Pundra’ was the 

capital of the king of Gauda.8 Dr. N.N. Acharya in an article, “New light on North 

Bengal from the records of Assam history” has highlighted the geographical and 

political history of this area.9  

We also get a few other place names and the names of the people related 

with North Bengal namely Kiratas (Hill people of North Bengal), the Paliyas 

(Rajbansis of North Bengal) an Kachchha(Cooch-Behar).10 A few places in this 

area have also created a tremendous impact  on the cultural history of North 

Bengal such as kingdom of Matsya was situated on the west of the river 

Koratoya.11Vijoyapura was located in the North of Purnia district and the king of 

Nepal won it.12 Madra and Salya kingdoms are located in the North-West of 

Kamrupa and at the lowest part of the Bhutan hills.13 In Mahabharata we get the 

mention of twenty-three princes of the family of Bhagadatta who ruled over 

Bengal including it northern portion.14 We have also reference about Bhagadatta – 

the king of pragjyotis supported the ‘Kauravas’. Anga, Banga and Pundra - 

generally the whole  east sided with them.15 In this context, we also see the 
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mention of the people directed by Bhagadatta-the Chinese and the Kiratas.16 From 

the ‘Mahabharata’ we came to realize that the Kiratas were mountain-dwellers.17 

From the above discussion we come to know a few geographical names 

which gave vent to territories covering the entire area of the boundary of North 

Bengal.18 It is interesting to note that North Bengal came into the canvas of history 

during the emergence of the city of Pundra nagara on the bank of the river 

Karatoya in circa 3rd century B.C.19 There is no question about it that Bengal at 

that time occupied a very significant place in the political and economic spheres of 

India. This is proved by the writing of the Greek and Roman writers.20 Pliny – a 

great Roman writer of the first century A.D. mentions the Gangaridai through 

which the river Ganga flowed, in the annual parts of its course. Virgil-the great 

Roman poet also mentions the Gangaridai.21 We also get information from the 

‘PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTHAEAN SEA’ written by a Greek writer about the 

five mouths of the Ganges conquered by the Gangaridai where the king lives in the 

city of Gange.22 The name and fame of Gangaridai flourished the remote countries 

of the west during the next five hundred years.23  

During the post-Mourya Period North Bengal was eminent from cultural 

point of view. A large number of Kushana coins have been discovered both in 

North and South Bengal. But these coins do not give any signal about the 

Sovereignty of the Kushanas over Bengal.24 

R.C. Majumder mentions that the then Bengal was divided into a host of 

States namely, SAMATATA including the delta of the Ganges to the east of the 

present Hooghly river. Another state was DAVAKA which was situated between 

SAMATATA and KAMARUPA. The real location of Davaka cannot be 

ascertained. Fleet depicted it as the ancient name of Dacca, on the other hand V. 

A. Smith referred it as ‘North Bengal’.25 

It is true that the establishment of the Gupta Empire was a watershed in the 

history of Ancient India. During the Gupta’s we find the mention of North Bengal. 

It was included within the Gupta Empire.26 This view is proved by I-Tsing that 

Maharaja Sri Gupta built a temple for the Chinese priests and granted 24 villages 
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as property for their maintenance. The temple was called as the ‘Temple of China’ 

which located near a Sanctuary called Mi-li-Kia-Si-Kia-Po-no27 which was 

situated almost forty YOJANAS to the east of Nalanda which was followed by the 

course of the Ganges. There are some controversies regarding the original home 

land of the Guptas. Examining the view of Allan and Fleet Dr. Ganguly came to 

the conclusion that the original homeland of the Guptas was in Bengal, not in 

Magadha. Dr. Ganguly also said that it was definitely situated at Murshidabad and 

its distance from Nalanda is nearly forty Yojanas. But Dr. Sudhakar 

Chattopodhyay has given an argument saying that the Chinese Pilgrim first had 

gone to the Ganges from Nalanda. They made an expedition along the water-route. 

The distance from Nalanda to the Ganges should be comprised in the total and this 

takes us to MALDA in Varendra.28 Owing to some controversy it is impossible for 

us to accept the view that the early home of the imperial Guptas was situated at 

Murshidabad, not in Magadha. But it is a fact that some territories of North Bengal 

came under the sovereignty of the Guptas. 

During the post-Gupta period the reign of Sasanka was the most significant 

event in the history of Bengal. He expanded his Sovereignty over both Northern 

and Western Bengal. Hiuen Tsang came to Bengal in 638 A.D after the death of 

Sasanka. He remarks that barring territory round Rajmahal, four kingdoms in 

Bengal namely Pundra Vardhana, Karna Suvarna,   Samatata and Tamralipta were 

under the grip of Gouradwipa Sasanka. The first two were the two component 

parts of Sasanka’s kingdom such as North-Bengal and Northern portions of 

Western Bengal.29 

After the death of Sasanka there was anarchy and confusion in Bengal both 

in Southern and Northern parts. After the establishment of the Pala dynasty in the 

middle of the 8th century A.D. this anarchy ended. North-Bengal had very crucial 

cultural circumstances during Pala period. During this period North-Bengal was 

annexed within the network of the Pala Empire. 

After the Palas the Sena Rajas had included North-Bengal within their 

empire. We come to know from Deopara Inscription that lord of Gauda who 

escaped before Vijaya Sena, was certainly Mahananda Pala whose territories in 
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Bengal were at that period limited to North Bengal. The inscription proves that the 

magnificent temple of Pradyumnesvara was created by Vijaya Sena. The ruins of 

this temple are now situated on the bank of a vast tank at Deopara nearly seven 

miles to the west of the town of Rajshahi. This records the conquest of North 

Bengal by Vijaya Sena. He made an expedition to North Bengal against Vardhana 

King of Kausambi and overthrew him. Probably Lakshmana Sena - the grandson 

of Vijaya Sena  took an active role in this expedition.30 From this discussion it 

seems that North Bengal had some importance geographically under Sena 

kingdom.  

During Sena rule the Turks suddenly attacked Bengal. Lakshman Sen at 

that time was the Sena ruler. The only source of knowing the Muslim invasion in 

Bengal during Lakshman Sen is ‘TABAQAT-I-NASIRI’31 written by Minhaj-ud-

din. When Bakhtiyar Khalji attacked Lakhnawati, Lakshman Sena fled to East 

Bengal. Consequently the Sena rule came to an end and Bakhtiyar Khalji 

established Muslim rule in Bengal. A new episode started in the history of Bengal 

and North Bengal particularly. 

The Sultans of Bengal founded new cities like Gour and Pandua which had 

great impact on life and different activities of the people of North Bengal. With 

the advent of Islam in this area and the mixture of an alien culture with the 

existing system of Bengal in every sphere gave a new change and produced new 

ideas in the history of Bengal. But in modern time the geo-political profiles of 

North Bengal was totally altered. Before the partition of India North Bengal was a 

vast area. Some portion of which is lying with Bangladesh at present, now an 

independent State. At that period the boundary of North Bengal was limited within 

the northern part of the Ganges and the western part of the Brahmaputra river.32 

North Bengal at that time was comprised of the area of undivided Rajshahi 

Division (Dinajpur,Pabna, Bagura, Rangpur, Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri, Maldah, 

Darjeeling, Cooch-behar - the princely state, some portion of Purnea district in 

Bihar and some portion of undivided Nadia district. Further the districts of 

Goalpara and Kamrupa of Assam were located within the geographical authority 

of North Bengal.33 Akshay Kumar Maitreya has referred that the Rajshahi 
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Division was known as North Bengal including the districts of Rajshahi, Maldah, 

Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, Bagura and Pabna. In short, it was the picture of 

North Bengal during pre-partition period. 

After the partition of India in 1947, the term North Bengal took the 

dimension of a verbal geographical area which had no legal recognition. Though 

North Bengal is a specific geographical area in the northern part of West Bengal 

including five districts (seven districts at present), its socio-political characteristics 

and identity cannot be ignored. Government has taken various measures keeping 

in view of its importance. In recent times many scholars of different branches are 

trying whole-heartedly to highlight the issues of North Bengal. But the cause of 

these issues and problems are yet to be examined and special emphasis should be 

given in a proper way, which are connected with identity question.34  

It is true that North Bengal is the assimilation of various groups of people 

with various cultural identities. The Aryans, the Non-Aryans, Dravidians and 

Mongoloid people all had come and settled here. Hence North Bengal can be said 

to be a portion of Kiratbhumi.35 The early settlers of North Bengal are the Kiratsas 

or the Mongoloid’s origin.36. But it is true that the Rajbanshis are the majority in 

number among different groups in this region. Their social habits and cultural 

practices always created a general unity. But later on, owing to economic 

oppression and poverty a series of agrarian revolt (For example—Tebhaga 

Movement 1946) took place in Bengal during colonial period.37 

After independence a tremendous change came in North Bengal and it 

came into limelight with regards to Socio-political tensions. Consequently the 

social political movement occurred in North Bengal. It is true that before and after 

independence many unrest took place in North Bengal. Most of them were ethno-

based movement. It is originally a subject of great astonishment that North Bengal 

was the pioneer of the post- colonial problems. For instance, we can mention some 

cases namely Coach-Behar merger question with West Bengal, the Berubari 

problem and the problem of enclave etc. The nature of these movements were so 

thought provoking that the name of North Bengal had reached in the National and 

International arena.38  
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The geographical atmosphere, religious diversity linguistic variety, 

difference of people of Uttar Banga reminds us of the beauty of India. For this 

reasons many scholars have defined Uttar Banga as the ‘Epitome of India’. Its 

northern part is fully enclosed by hill and forest and is southern part –Malda and 

West Dinajpur is totally apart.39 

Cooch-behar, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling are known as the land of three “Ts” 

- tea, timber, tobacco and also the land of Jute. With regard to Malda there is a 

common proverb--   

“Aam—Resham—Dhan 

Ai tine Maldar Jan” 

(Mango—Silk—Paddy. These three is the life of Malda) 

On the other hand, with regard to Dinajpur’ people generally think--- 

“Chal, Chira, Gur 

Ai tine Dinajpur” 

(Rice, Flattened Rice, Molasses is the life of Dinajpur.)40 

History is always people-centric. So without the study of population which 

is known as demography, the history of a society cannot the imagined. In this 

study and humble attempt has been made to analyse and interpret the demographic 

changes in the districts of North Bengal in historical perspective.  

Darjeeling: Darjeeling district was founded by British Govt. on 1st February, 

1835. The East India Company had formed this district taking Darjeeling hill and 

Terai Plain from Sikkim State and in 1865 kalimpong hill from Bhutan. When the 

rule of company was founded, about one hundred Lapchas lived there. There were 

two thousand Lepchas in Karseong and approximately three thousand to four 

thousand Lepcha Bhutias lived in kalimpong. L.S.S.O Malley – the author of 

Darjeeling Gazetteers wrote that one hundred Lepchas lived at one hundred thirty 

square kilometer areas of Darjeeling.41 
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At an early stage there was no existence of Nepali people in Darjeeling as a 

serviceman after the foundation of the British rule there. In this context it should 

be noted that the British had strengthened their power in Bengal at first and the 

Bengalees at first learnt the English language. After many years(1858) the 

Nepalese came here after the establishment of tea-garden. They also came here for 

joining military service. But they did not back from Darjeeling to settle any 

where.42 

W.W. Hunter in his book named ‘A Statistical Account of Bengal’ writes 

that the Nepalese, who formed three percent of the population of the district, are 

all immigrants. In between 1869 and 1901the Nepalese increased by about three 

times. There were 2,77,049 hill people in the district of Darjeeling. Among them 

73,648 was Gorkhas.43 

The river Mahananda has divided Siliguri into two parts. These two parts 

were under the grip of Hussain Shah – the king of Bengal. After his death, taking 

advantage of the weakness of his heirs the Koch Rajas named Bishwa Singha and 

Silb Singha had occupied the Southern part of Mahananda in 1540 and took this 

portion under the kingdom of Baikunthapur. Sikkim had commanded the Northern 

part of Mahananda. But taking advantage of the weakness of Sikkim, Nepal had 

occupied the northern portion. After it, in the year of 1814 -16 as a result of 

Anglo- Nepalese war both parts came under the British and were added to 

Darjeeling.44 

The demographic character had changed as a consequence of modification 

of political power. Before Hussein Shahi-age the inhabitants of this tract were the 

Kichaks. They attacked the Prithu Kingdom of Jalpaiguri and destroyed it. When 

Bakhtiyar Khalji invaded Tibet, his local guide was Ali Mech. He was a Mech 

Sardar. At that time people of Mech, Dhimal and Tharu clan had begun to live 

here. But when this area came under Koch dynasty, it became the homeland of the 

Rajbanshi people. Later they had transformed into majority community under the 

enterprise of Baikuntha Pur Raj and Cooch-behar Raj.45  
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There were Sannasi and Giri Upadhidari people at Phanshidewa Thana of 

this Sub –division (Siliguri), They came here from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh with 

the help of Raikots of Baikuntha Pur. They fought against the British in favour of 

the Raja of Baikuntha Pur. After the war some Sannasi had begun to live at the 

jungle of Baikuntha Pur and made matrimonial relation with Rajbansi people. 

During the Sepoy Muting a group of non-Bengali army took shelter at the 

jungle of Baikuntha Pur and mixed themselves with Rajbansis.46 

After the establishment of British rule at Terai tract (1850), a large number 

of Rajbansi people had begun to live here in order to save themselves from the 

oppression of Bhutanese people. The Bengalese of East and South Bengal came 

here as the revenue collectors of the East India Company. Their number enhanced 

gradually with the expansion of railways, tea garden and timber business.  

There was a natural collection between Terai tract of Uttar Banga and Uttar 

Bihar. After the foundation of railways at Siliguri this connection very much 

extended. Now Siliguri is a metropolitan city.47      

Jalpaiguri: The Jalpaiguri district as an administrative unit was formed  in 

January, 1869 by the British administrator. The five police stations of Rangpur, 

namely Boda, Panchagarh, Tetuliya, Patgram and Debiganj.48 were joined with the 

newly annexed Western Duars to form the district Jalpaiguri. It was bounded by 

Purnea district of Bihar and Darjeeling district on the west; on the north, by 

Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan and some part of the Darjeeling district; on the 

south by the districts of Rangpur, Dinajpur and Princely State of Cooch-behar. The 

district consisted of two familiar tracts which differed each other by the physical 

appearance, geographical formations, economic and production performances, 

tenurial arrangement, and administrative machineries in the colonial period. One 

tract covering the area of 879sq. miles consisted of Patgram and western region of 

the River Teesta came under the British rule after the acquisition of the Dewani. 

This region was a Regulation area and a part of the Permanent Settlement area. 

The other tract lying to the east of the River Teesta having an area of 2053sq.miles 

was known as Western Duars or generally Duars was annexed after the Anglo 
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Bhutanese war in 1865; this was a non Regulation area and not a part of 

permanently-settled area. 

With the large tracts of forest, ecology, social formations sparse population 

practicing primitive forms of land use, in the district Jalpaiguri. Soon after its 

appearing was subjected to major structural changes including demography. The 

result was that within few years of its formation the district came to bear the 

imprint of the best and the worst manifestations of the colonial system more 

prominently than many of the other districts of Bengal which already had been 

under colonial rule for more than a century. At the time of formation, the district 

Jalpaiguri was inhabited by the little density of population. In 1858-59, at the time 

of revenue survey of Rangpur, a rough census was made to enumerate the people 

and found that the population of the permanently settled part of the Jalpaiguri 

district was 189,067;49 but there is nothing that, how or in which method this 

enumeration done? Regarding this enumeration the Deputy Commissioner 

reported in 1870 that, ‘the estimate was too low’50 In 1865-67 a survey of the 

Western Duars was made and a rough estimate of the population of the region 

done at the total of 49,620,51 but there is little doubt whether it was done correctly, 

because during the war of 1865 there was temporary emigration. In 1870 the 

Deputy Commissioner made the first settlement of the Western Duars and 

conducted a special census in connection with it, the population estimated here at 

100,111.52 The first scientific and systemic census of Jalpaiguri was done in 1871-

72; and from then there were large structural changes in the demographic nature in 

the district and in both tracts. (See table -1)  
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Table:-1 

Growth of Population in Jalpaiguri District, 1872-1931,53 

Census             Jalpaiguri  Jalpaiguri (Western Duars) 

Year Population  % of Increase  Population  % of increase 

1872 4,17,855 ---- 90,668 ----- 

1881 5,80,570 26.97 1,82,687 101.49 

1891 6,80,736 28.30 2,96,348 62.21 

1901 7,87,380 15.66 4,10,606 38.55 

1911 9,02,660 14.64 5,19,372 26.49 

1921 9,362,69 3.72 5,58,971 7.62 

1931 9,83,357 5.00 6,61,068 18.26 

 

The following table no. 2 is statement which shows the changes in the density of 

the population in the Jalpaiguri district, Alipurduar and Jalpaiguri sadar. 

 

Table no.2 Variation in the Density (Person per SQ. Km);1901-7154 

Area 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 

Whole Jalpaiguri District 88 108 113 120 138 149 220 280 

Sadar Jalpaiguri 127 137 134 139 156 163 236 301 

Alipurduar 43 73 87 98 115 132 202 264 

 

In a half century between the year 1872-1921, the population of the district 

had increased by 244.2 percent.55 As stated above the total population according to 

the census of 1901 was 787,380, the number of inhabitants of the district having 

increased by 15.66 percent since 1891. In the census of 1891obviously, the growth 

of population in some of the thanas of the Duars during the same period was 

spectacular, which was most marked in the Alipurduar Sub-division where it was 

64.75 percent56. It is said that the population increased in the district mainly due to 

massive immigration.57  
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Table No. 3 Details of the Census wise First Generation Immigration in the 

Jalpaiguri District.58 

 

 

 

 

 

The question arises why such type of massive immigration took place in 

this district. In this context it can be said that the uninhabited forest and cultivable 

waste land attracted a large number of land hungry settlers who had come from 

Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabne, Malda, Rajshahi, Bogra, Goalpara, Maymensingh and 

neighbouring Cooch-behar state, it appears that Cooch-behar supplied most of the 

sharecroppers and lower ranks of tenantry. Between the censuses of 1881and1891 

it sent 32,224 immigrants to Duars. This was not only the highest among all 

districts but also formed one third of the total immigration to duars in that 

decade.59  Joteders of these areas ardently welcomed the immigrants that they were 

used to cultivate the barred lands as labourers. Another factor encouraging 

immigration was a new economic activity. The tea gardens had begun to be 

established shortly after the formation of the districts and within early last decades 

of the 19th century its economic possibility became clear. Expansion of the tea 

plantation continued at a rapid pace up to 1920s. Tea industry also attracted 

immigrant labourers of the districts of Bankura, Purulia, Birbhum. Medinipur of 

West Bengal, Santal Parganas, Ranchi, Palamou of Bihar and Balasore and 

Mayurbhanj district of Orissa.60  

Many tea-garden collies after working for a time and saving a little many 

settled themselves permanently in the district. These people had either purchased 

the lands from the Meches, paying two or four hundred rupees for each or had 

obtained settlement in the name of the Meches (the earlier settlers) after paying 

consideration to them According to Subhojyoti Roy, the expansion of agriculture 

Year No. of Immigrants. 

1901 95,899 

1911 1,52,174 

1921 1,63,024 

1931 1,58,757 

1941 15,56,765 

1951 2,78,842 

1961 4,54,177 
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in the northern parts of the Duars bordering on the tea gardens was also carried out 

by these migrants.61 In the absence of any penal laws to hold labour. The 

management often settled small plots of land with the labourers who also held 

considerable land outside the tea-gardens directly as tenants of the Govt. or 

worked as sharecropper for others of their own community. 

In 1895 the settlement officer found many Oraons who had came from 

Ranchi district and settled forever as Joteders in Maynaguri, Falakata and Alipur 

tehsils.62 By 1910 upwards about 60,000 acres land in the district were settled with 

persons who were either tea-garden workers or their deseendants.63 In this regard 

the govt. had given considerable thought for arranging large-scale migration from 

the districts of neighbouring states in the goal of extending cultivation and to 

collect a large amount of revenue. In this attempt the Govt. took various initiatives 

such as in 1876 a scheme was launched by the Deputy Commissioner to induce 

people from Patna Division to settle in the eastern parganas of Duars. This 

particular scheme ended in a fiasco but the idea and tradition of induced migration 

was revamped in 1890 when a group of 500 Santals was brought over Godda in 

the Santal Parganas in collaboration with Rev. A,J Shields of the Church Mission 

Society and settled in Alipur tehsil.64 Apart from the privileged rates of rent the 

settlers were granted free railway passes to the Duars.65 All these initiatives 

undoubtedly increased the idea of immigration towards Jalpaiguri district.  

After the partition of the country in 1947 it gave rise to the problem of 

influx of refugees from East Pakistan, especially into the border districts, 

immigration of Hindu refugees in Jalpaiguri was more or less counter balanced by 

the emigration of Muslim refugees. After 1951 more Hindu refugees from East 

Pakistan poured into Jalpaiguri than Muslims who left for that country. In the 

Census of 1961, 4,54,177 persons enumerated in the district were found to have 

been born outside the district i.e. they were the first generation emigrants. It is 

found that the first generation immigrants formed one third of the total district 

population in 1961. Nearly half of the total first generation migrants, comprising 

2,18,341 persons were from Bangladesh and they constituted 16% of the total 

population, 1,8,912 persons were from other states of India, they constituted 11.7 
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of the total population. Most of these persons were from Bihar and Assam, some 

were also from the Punjab, Hariyana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.66The share of 

other districts of W.B. in the immigrant population of Jalpaiguri district was only 

7.4% or 33,579 persons.  

The Census of 1961 found Jalpaiguri district inhabited by 13,59,292 

persons and in the Census of 1971 it has been found that the district was inhabited 

by 17,50,159 persons. In the decade between 1961 and 1971 the population of the 

district had increased by 28.75% or at the rate of 2.87% per year. The percentage 

of growth of population between 1961and 1971 was considerably lower than 

percentage of growth between 1951 and 1961. In the Census of 1961, it was found 

that the population of the district had increase by 48.27 over what it was in 1951 

i.e. the population had raisen at the rate of 4.83% per year. In the 1961-1971 

decade, the rural population of the district had increased by 28.05% or 2.81% per 

year. In 1951-1961 decade, the rural population had recorded an increase of 

45.25% or 4.53% per year. In the 1961-1971 decade, the urban population of the 

district recorded an increase of 35.75% over the population of 1961, i.e. an 

increase of 3.57% per year. Here too the rate of increase was lower than in1951-

1961 decade. In 1961 it was found that the urban population had increased by 

35.97% over the urban population of 1951, i.e. an increase of 3.59%per year. 

Cooch-behar:- Cooch-behar district in the north-eastern frontier of India is 

included in the Jalpaiguri Division of W.B. Until the 28th day of August,1949 it 

was an Indian State ruled by the Maharaja of Cooch-behar. Who had been a 

feudatory prince under the British Government. By a document dated 28th 

August,1949 Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan of Cooch-behar ceded his territory 

to the Dominion Govt. of India. The transfer of the administration to the 

Government of India took place on the 12th day of September 1949, from which 

date Cooch-behar was ruled by a Chief Commissioner appointed by the Govt. of 

India. By an order under section 290A of the Govt. of India Act of 1935, Cooch-

behar was transferred and merged with the province of W.B on 1st January, 1950. 

Since then Cooch-behar is being administered as a district of W.B.67 
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There had been no attempt before 1871-72 to enumerate the people living 

in the tract of the land now forming Cooch-behar district. The first enumeration of 

1871-72 was not a simultaneous count but was spread over three or four months 

beginning in November 1871 and ending in February 1872. This Census disclosed 

a total population of 5,32,565 persons. The next Census was in 1881 when the 

total population was found to be 6,02,624 of whom 3,11,678 were males and 

2,90,946 were females. The increase in the total population was 70,059 or 13.15 

percent. The third Census was in 1891 when the total population was ascertained 

to be 5,78,868. This showed a decrease of 23,756 or 3.9 percent from the 

population of 1881. The population was further counted in 1901 and the Census 

taken that year shows the total population as 5,56,116 or a fall of 4.1percent. 

There was a slight increase of the population by1911 as the Census taken 

that year showed a population of 5,91,012. The increase was 25,896 or 4.58 

percent. The two successive Census of 1921 and 1931 showed the population to 

remain almost static. The population found in 1921 Census was 5,90,599 and the 

1931 census found the population as 5,89,053. The decrease in absolute number 

was 413 and in percentage 0.07 between 1911 and 1931 these figures were 1,546 

and 0.26 percent respectively. The slight fall in 1921 was due to the influenza-

epidemic. In 1931 there was a further decline owing to cholera and small pox-

epidemic of 1928 and 1929. The population started increasing from 1941 and 

increase has been going on till now. In 1941 the total population was 6,38,703 the 

decade increase was 49,650 or 8.43 percent. In 1951, the population was 6,68,949; 

the decade increase was 30,246 or 4.74 percent. In 1961 the population was 

10,19,806; the decade increase was 3,50,857 or 52.45 percent. In 1971 Census the 

total population has been found to be 14,12,148 the decade increase being 

3,92,342 or 38.47 percent.68     

  The total population according to 1961 Census was 10, 19,806 and of this 

number   7, 21,927 persons were born in the district. Thus about 298 thousands 

persons were born outside the district and of this number a little over 252 thousand 

were born in Pakistan.  
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These came mostly from the adjacent districts of Rangpur and that portion 

of Jalpaiguri district which was partitioned off from India by the Radcliff Award. 

This territory now forms part of Bangladesh. Of this 298 thousand, 171 thousand 

were males and 127 thousands were females. In this migrant population, females 

work out at about 700 thousand. The migrants from other states of India were: 

18,269 from Bihar, 6,396 from Assam, 1,860 from Rajasthan, 1,596 from Uttar 

Pradesh, 397 from Orissa 312 from Madhya Pradesh, 244 from Punjab and 176 

from Andhra Pradesh.69    

During the ten years period, from1951to1961, the immigrants into the 

district numbered 11,603 while the emigrants numbered 33,969. There has been a 

net loss of population to the extent of 22,366. The maximum movement of 

population has been from and to Jalpaiguri district. While 7,265 immigrated from 

Jalpaiguri, 15,362 immigrated to that district. These has been also quite large 

emigrations to the industrial districts of 24 Parganas, Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghly 

and Burdwan; the numbers being 4,852, 4,352, 1,236 and 1,284 1,792. This is 

what is to be expected of a district which has hardly any industrial potential at 

preset and which has had a 220 percent rise in populative in the thirty year period 

from 1941-1971.70   

Maldah:- The district of Maldah is the southern most district of North Bengal. 

The district is situated on the back of River of Mahananda. It depends entirely on 

agriculture. There is no importance of this district industrially production of raw 

Silk and Mangoes are the only two important characteristics of the district’s 

economy. The district is also an integral part of the Jalpaiguri Division. 

In 1912, when the partition of Bengal was annulled, it was included in the 

Rajshahi Division till 1947. On the 15th August, 1947 the fate of the district was 

undecided, it having not been clearly indicated by Sir Cyril Radcliff whether it 

would go to Pakistan or remain in India. On the 17th August, 1947 the details of 

Sir Radcliff were published, it was found that the district would be partitioned, the 

thanas of Sibganj, Nawabganj, Bholahat, Nachol and Gomastapur being 

transferred to Pakistan.71  
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Maldah is one of the smallest districts of West Bengal and also one of the 

few districts where demographic changes have come slowly and are not significant 

through the decades. The district is the habitat of various tribes like Rajbanshi, 

Santals, Nagar, Dhanuk, Chain along with Hindus and Muslims.  

There is a common important feature of this district. The feature is that the 

district has an ardent connection with Bangladesh through which a large number 

of migrants have come to the district but their role in the case of Maldah has never 

been remarkable either in 1961-1971 or in the preceding decades. The following 

statement will show the decadal percentage variation of population in Maldah 

during the last Seven decadal, since1901. 

Percentage decade variation in Maldah 1901-1971. 

Decade. 

             1 

Total. 

2 

Rural. 

3 

Urban 

4 

1901-11 +15.72 +16.07 +3.80 

1911-21 1.77 -1.69 -4.81 

1921-31 +4.99 +4.75 +14.44 

1931-41 +17.19 +16.61 +38.06 

1941-51 +11.05 +10.44 +29.37 

1951-61 +30.33 +29.78 +44.44 

1961-71 +31.98 +31.89 +33.95 

 

An intimate relation was made between Maldah and Purnea, Katihar and 

Darbhanga. So a lot of Maithilis lived here. It is difficult to say when and how the 

Maithilis landed at Maldah. It can be anticipated that they had come here during 

Sena Age. There are many Marwaries in Maldah district. They maintained the title 

of Satiar and Podder. They probably came here during the sultan regime of Gour. 

Among the Marwari Society of Uttar Banga only the Satiars had assimilation with 

Bengali Society.72  

Mention must be made of a lot Behari people among the Zaminders and 

Joteders of Maldah. During the 2nd half of the 19th century the Zaminders and 
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Joteders of Maldah brought many Santals to cultivate the barren lands from 

Chhotonagpur Pargana. They are now regarded as an important tribe of Maldah 

district.73 

In order to save themselves from Bargi attack many people took shelter in 

Maldah from the opposite bank of the river Ganga. After Chuar rebellion a large 

number of tribal people settled here. So it can be said that most of the people of 

North Bengal were outsiders. Among them Rajbanshis were 30%, 20% other 

backward castes and rest 50% were caste Hindus.74 

West Dinajpur:- The district of West Dinajpur came into existence in August 

1947, as a consequence of the partition of Bengal. At that time the British left 

India, India had been divided into two parts - one part was known as India and 

other as Pakistan. On the other hand, the province of Bengal came to be divided in 

accordance with this partition. The dividing line passed through the district of 

Dinajpur, the portion lying to the West of line being called West Dinajpur. The 

district is included in the Jalpaiguri Division of W.B.75   

West Dinajpur is the home-land of Caste Hindus along with Koch-

Rajbanshis, Poliya, Gope, Bhuimali, Oraon, Munda, Turi and Malo. A large 

number of Muslims also live there. 

North and South Dinajpur is actually Poliya based district. During British 

rule a large number of Santals had begun to live here. They are invited by the 

Joteders and Zaminders of Dinajpur in order to cultivate barren land and there by 

establish new colonies. After partition many people have come here from East 

Pakistan. They were known as Bhatia.76  

During the decade 1951-61, a total number of 159,907 immigrants entered 

the district and were enumerated during the1961 Census. Of these, 97,839 came 

from Pakistan (Probably East Pakistan), 33.992 from Bihar and 22,125 came from 

other districts of W.B. There were 1,087 immigrants whose birth place could not 

be exactly anticipated. Of the 22,125 immigrants from other parts of W.B about 

14,974 came from the neighbouring district of Maldah. The number of immigrants 

to the district during the decade 1951-61 is somewhat inflated.77  
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