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Chapter-1 
 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

term to designate the divisions in society. The present popular meaning in English language 

was acquired during the expansion of colonialism particularly in Asia and Africa. Tribe has 

been defined as a group of indigenous people having common name, language and territory 

tied by strong kinship bonds, practising endogamy, having distinct customs, rituals and 

believs etc.  

D. N. Ma lection of families or group of 

families bearing a common name, members of which occupy the same territory, speak the 

same language and observe certain taboos regarding marriage, profession or occupation and 

have d  

and mentioned in successive presidential orders are called Scheduled Tribes. Article 366 (25) 

defined scheduled tribes as "such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within 

such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes for 

the purposes of this constitution". Article 342 says that the President may, with respect to any 

State or Union territory, and where it is a state, after consultation with the Governor there of 

by public notification, specify the tribes or tribal communities or parts of or groups within 

tribes or tribal communities which shall, for the purposes of this constitution, is deemed to be 

scheduled tribes in relation to that state or Union Territory, as the case may be.  

As these communities are presumed to constitute the oldest ethnological society of the 

Adivasi adi vasi

commonly used to designate them (Mann, 1996). The list of Scheduled Tribes is State/Union 

Territory specific and a community declared as a Scheduled Tribe in a State need not be so in 

another State. The inclusion of a community as a Scheduled Tribe is an ongoing process. In 

writes: 

Adivasis

treated as a category by themselves. By and large, they are treated together with the 

Scheduled Caste and further envisaged as one group of the Backward Cla

quintessence of the constitutional provision about the Scheduled Tribes.  
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Hence, it is clear from the above definitions that tribe is a separate group of persons 

having their own identity and cultural traits. The tribals have their own mode of management 

to control their group or society. They have customary laws, which are unwritten, but they 

obey them strictly. 

The essential characteristics, first laid down by the Lokur committee, for a community to 

be identified as the tribal communities are: 

1. Primitive Traits: Animist

worship ghost and spirits; have primitive occupations of hunting and gathering of 

forest products; have nomadic habits. 

2. Geographical isolation: They live in cluster, exclusive remote and in hospitable areas 

like hills and forests. 

3. Distinct culture: They have developed community wise their own distinctive culture, 

language and religion. 

4. Shyness of contact with the community at large: They have marginal degree of contact 

with other cultures and people. 

5. Backwardness: Their backwardness occurred due to livelihood based on primitive 

agriculture, low cost closed economy based on level of technology which caused of 

poverty. They have a low level of literacy and poor health. 

Tribal communities live in diversified ecological and geographical conditions ranging 

from plains and forests to hills and inaccessible areas. Tribal groups are at different stages of 

social, economic and educational development. The tribal people are economically backward 

but they have rich cultural diversity. In tribal life the principal links for the whole society are 

based on kinship. The kinship is the principle of inheritance, division of labour and 

distribution of power and privileges (Mandelbaum, 1972).  

The constitution of India incorporates several special provisions for the promotion of 

educational and economic improvement of scheduled tribes and their protection from social 

injustice and all forms of social exploitation. In order to give more focussed attention to the 

development of scheduled tribes, a separate Ministry, known as the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

was constituted in October, 1999. The new ministry carved out of the Ministry of Social 

Justice and empowerment, is the nodal ministry for overall policy, planning and coordination 

of programmes and schemes for the development of scheduled tribes. 

 The Dooars area of Jalpaiguri district is densely populated by different tribal 

communities. Up to the first half of the nineteenth century the area were sparsely populated. 

The indigenous tribal people of Mal subdivision, the Mech, Rabha and Garos were 
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traditionally dependent on village economy of agriculture, weaving, and fishing and often 

hunting. The Britishers started tea plantation in Dooars and Terai region. There were 

necessities of labourers for that purpose. After the treaty of Sinchula in 1865 the British 

Government encouraged the immigration of the Nepalese in order to populate the sparsely 

inhabited zones of Dooars down the Bhutan hills (Debnath, 2013). Again a considerable 

number of tribal people were borrowed by the British East India Company to grow tea 

gardens, cut jungles and related activities from Chhotonagpur region. Oraon, Munda, Chik 

Baraik, Mahali, Santal, Koroa communities are now mainly engaged as tea garden workers. 

These people are mostly illiterate, simple and poor. Frequent lock out of tea gardens causes 

starvation and death in these tea gardens. 

 

1.2 Historical Background of the Study Area 

Jalpaiguri district before its inception in 1869 was part of Koch kingdom, founded by 

Haria Mandal, a Mech leader in Chikna hill. First powerful king of the Koch kingdom was 

 side 

were Mech and from mother side were Koch (Das & Majumdar, 1990). Twelve kings ruled 

the kingdom near about four hundred years which was a glorious sign in the history of North 

Bengal (Roy, 2006). Since the reign of Upendra Narayan (1714-1763) the majestic power of 

Koch king began to decay gradually, as a result of which the Bhutanese occupied the Dooars. 

In 1773, Koch Behar became a part of Bengal Presidency. The Bhutia Kings were very 

aggressive over the Dooars. Then, there occured Anglo-Bhutan war which ended with the 

treaty of Sinchula in 1865.  

As the large areas of the Dooars were without people or proprietorship, the Britishers 

easily occupied the tract and became the proprietors of the land. They divided the land into 

three parts- land for agriculture, land for tea cultivation and land for reserve forest. The land 

of the hills and foot-hills of this tract was suitable for tea cultivation and the land was under 

proprietorship of the British Government, so, some portions of the lands of the Dooars were 

given to the planters for tea cultivation, which was hugely profitable, by lease because the 

Govt. could not grant land to the planters for tea cultivation in the permanent settled portion 

Zamindars lords (Sutradhar, 2013). In this 

Dooars was suitable to the growth of tea; Government offered land to investors on favourable 

terms and the industry developed rapidly.  
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For tea garden labourers, the tribes of Chhotonagpur region were borrowed by the 

planters through the Britishers. Beside tea cultivation, Britishers introduced jotdari system 

creating jotes jotdars jotdar is a person who holds lands directly under 

Government and his holding is called a jote (Sunder, 1895). The jotdars cultivated their whole 

lands by the  or sharecroppers. They were very poor because they had no right on 

land and they could be evicted from land at any time. In the decade of 1930s adhiars and 

Hat tola tolagandi

time of selling any kind of goods, the sellers had to give tola (sale tax) to the Zamindars.  The 

sharecroppers refuge to pay such tax. Ultimately the toll rate was reduced and in small hats 

Hat Tola adhiars 

Adhiars movement . Different levies were introduced for 

Tebhaga 

started in Dooars against the oppressed Jotdars by the share croppers. The movement had 

spread in the seven police stations including Mal and Matiali. Share croppers, jointly, were 

harvesting and possessing crops from the land of jotdars on condition to give one third shares 

for the jotdars by getting receipt from jotdars (Ghatak, 1987). Everyday hundreds of Peasant-

volunteers enrolled their names for the struggle against jotdars. The tebhaga movement as 

elsewhere in Bengal had significant role to organise the peasants including bargadars and 

labourers against all sorts of oppressions of the jotdars, zamindars and intermediary tenure 

holders. Ultimately, the movement became failure to settle the problem of share croppers.  

 

1.3 The Study Area  

The study area, Mal subdivision also known as Malbazar, is a subdivision of 

the Jalpaiguri district in the state of West Bengal, India. It is a newly created subdivision 

(1990s) and earlier it was part of Jalpaiguri Sadar subdivision. Presently Mal subdivision has 

three community development blocks namely, Mal, Matiali and Nagrakata consisting of 22 

gram panchayats and Mal municipality. The subdivision has its headquarters at Malbazar. The 

subdivision is situated between 26°36' and 27° 0' North latitudes, and 88°14' and 88°40' East 

longitudes.  The study area is bounded in the north by the Darjiling district, in the east by 

Dhupguri block of Jalpaiguri District, in the south by Jalpaiguri Sadar and Maynaguri block 

and in the west by Darjiling district and Rajganj block of Jalpaiguri district. The total 

geographical area of Mal subdivision is 1150.84 Sq. Km. Following are the census villages 

under each gram panchayats spread over in three blocks:- 
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Figure 1.1 Location Map of the Study Area 
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Table 1.1 List of Census Villages of Mal Subdivision 

 

Mal Block 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

1. Bagrakot Gram Panchayat 7280.8 
Bagrakot Tea Garden 999.2 Kalagaity 419.7 
 Paschim Totgaon 311.6 Kalagaity Tea Garden 209.9 
Purbba Totgaon 482.4 Saogaon 1003.2 
Sundaribasti 452.4 Saogaon Tea Garden 475.2 
Ellenbury Tea Garden 406.3 Lishriver Tea Garden 940.6 
Washabari Tea Garden 511.4 Bainguri Tea Garden 1068.9 
2. Odlabari Gram Panchayat 6555.2 
Uttar Phulbari 279.8 Manabari Tea Garden 492.6 
Dakshin Phulbari 526.0 Manabari 607.9 
Hanskhali 724.5 Turibari 591.3 
Gojaldoba Tea Garden 208.0 Patharjhora Tea Garden 879.0 
Targhera 444.3 Odlabari (CT) 927.7 
Odlabari Tea Garden 272.9 Dakshin Odlabari (CT) 601.2 
3. Rangamatee Gram Panchayat 5678.4 
Menglass Tea Garden 683.5 Rangamati Tea Garden 1475.1 
Dalingkote Tea Garden 414.0 Syli Tea Garden 760.8 
Malnadi Tea Garden 146.5 New Clenco Tea Garden (P) 508.1 
Gurjang Jhora Tea Garden 330.3 Haihai Pathar Tea Garden I(P) 565.4 
Tunbari Tea Garden (P) 298.3 Haihai Pathar Tea Garden II 136.3 
Nidam Jhora Tea Garden 360.1   
4. Rajadanga Gram Panchayat 9194.1 
Rajadanga 358.9 Apalchand Forest 5231.8 
Bara Gharia 473.0 Uttar Chengmari 151.0 
Anandapur 415.1 Uttar Majhgram 450.5 
Anandapur Tea Garden 371.1 Dhalabari 453.7 
Uttar Hanskhali 235.1 Kodalkati 390.7 
Dakshin Hanskhali 663.2   
5. Damdim Gram Panchayat 4826.5 
Khasjangal-II 51.1 Paschim Damdim 685.5 
Sisubari Tea Garden 651.1 Damdim Tea Garden 1401.8 
Damdimhat 24.2 Kumlai Tea Garden 607.0 
Khasjangal-I 6.2 Ranichera Tea Garden 1126.2 
Betbari Tea Garden 273.4   
6. Tesimla Gram Panchayat 1851.7 
Tesimala 555.4 Demkajhora 438.2 
Haihaipathar 858.1   
7. Kumlai Gram Panchayat 4025.6 
Purba Damdim 498.2 Nichchalsa 424.4 
Nipuchhapur 528.2 Kantadighi Kumarpara 446.3 
Nipuchhapur Tea Garden 356.6 Neora 330 
Kumali 406.3 Neoranadi Tea Garden 654.8 
Purba Kantadighi Kumarpara 77.3 Dakshin Kantadighi Kumarpara 303.5 
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8. Changmari Gram Panchayat 4312.2 
Chengmari Forest 371.7 Chengmarihat 320.7 
Chengmari Dangapara 335.6 Purbba Dolaigaon 460.9 
Gochimari 431.4 Paschim Dolaigaon 311.2 

Apalchand 184.4 Mal Hati Forest 129.5 

Neolabasti 546.0 Golabari 344.3 
Jogesh Chandra Tea Garden 522.7 Sidabari 353.8 
9. Chapadanga Gram Panchayat 4157.6 
Basusuba 621.8 Paschim Mauamari 289.3 
Dakshin Saripakuri 445.5 Paschim Premganj 329.9 
Chapadanga 429.7 Premganj Majhiali 354.3 
Paschim Sangapara 323.8 Purbba Premganj 270.4 
Dakshin Chengmari 486.2 Purbba Sangapara 323.8 
Purbba Mauamari 282.9   
10. Moulani Gram Panchayat 1912.7 
Chak Maulani 443.1 Dakshin Matiali 567.4 
Dakshin Chak Maulani 374.7 Adabari 297.3 
Bidurerdanga 230.2   
11. Lataguri Gram Panchayat 1607.8 
Lataguri (CT) 302.7 Jhar Matiali 742.9 
Uttar Matiali 562.2   
12. Kranti Gram Panchayat 3130.5 
Kranti 669.5 Uttar Saripakuri 582.2 
Dakshin Majhgram 343.8 Jhar Majhgram 251.8 
Uttar Khalpara 547.1 Chikanmati 287.0 
Dakshin Khalpara 449.1   

 

Matiali Block 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

1.  Matiali Batabari-I Gram Panchayat 3940.5 
Aibhil Tea Garden 728.2 Batabari Tea Garden 393.2 
Kilkote Tea Garden 670.4 Chalsa Mahabari (CT) 298.4 
Sathkaya Tea Garden 974.5 Mangalbari (CT) 651.0 
Khariarbandar 224.8   
2.  Matiali Batabari-II Gram Panchayat 6712.6 
Uttar Dhupjhora 405.5 Bara Dighi Tea Garden 743.8 
Dakshin Dhupjhora 566.8 Bara Dighi 237.9 
Paschim Batabari 132.2 Chhaoaphali 274.6 
Purbba Batabari 539.2 Nimna Tandu Forest 3812.6 
3.  Bidhannagar Gram Panchayat 3285.8 
Nakhati Tea Garden 502.4 Salbari 830.3 
Mathachulka 589.0 Son Gachhi Tea Garden 963.1 
Neora Majhiali 401.0   
4.  Matiali Hat Gram Panchayat  3168.8 
Yongttong Tea Garden 523.3 Samsing Tea Garden 773.8 
Matiali Tea Garden 1060.8 Chalauni Tea Garden 779.0 
Matiali Hat (CT) 31.2   
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5.  Indong Matiali 3414.7 
Engo Tea Garden 161.80 Chalsa Tea Garden 626.9 
Juranti Tea Garden 779.8 Indong Tea Garden 862.2 
Nagaisuri Tea Garden 952.8   

 

Nagrakata Block 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

Census Villages Area 
(Hectare) 

1.  Angrabhasa-I Gram Panchayat 2284.8 
Kalabari Tea Garden (N) 566.5 Upar Kalabari (N) 464.3 
Kalabari (N) 765.7 Hridaypur (N) 488.30 
2.  Angrabhasa-II Gram Panchayat 2848.7 
Jaldhaka Altadanga Tea 
Garden (N) 

571.2 
Angrabhasa  (N) 

629.2 

Khayerkata (N) 366.0 Dhouda Simla  (N) 482.6 
Dhumpara (N) 514.8 Uttar Nunkhawa Danga (N) 284.9 
3.  Champaguri Gram Panchayat 6383.1 
 Jiti Tea Garden 1055.2 Hila 47.0 
Hope Tea Garden 729.6 Nagrakata Tea Garden 941.4 
Naya Saili Tea Garden 811.5 Bhagatpur Tea Garden 1389.7 
Hila Tea Garden 618.0 Kurti Tea Garden 790.7 
4.  Sulkapara Gram Panchayat 16037.1 
Nagrakata 69.3 Khairbari 691.2 
Sukhanibasti 356.1 Tandu 424.4 
Ghasmari 317.8 Tandu Tea Garden 261.5 
Chhar Tandu 432.6 Bamandanga Tea Garden 945.0 
Sulkapara 419.2 Upper Tendu Forest (M) 12120.0 
5.  Looksan Gram Panchayat 12193.9 
Gatia Tea Garden 866.0 Chengmari Tea Garden 2539.8 
Luksan Tea Garden 938.2 Grassmore Tea Garden 1036.5 
Caron Tea Garden 592.1 Deana Forest (N) 6221.3 

Source: Census of India, 2001 & 2011 

 

1.4 Scope of the Study 

Concentration of tribal population is very high in the Mal subdivision of Jalpaiguri 

district. About 40% of the total population of Mal subdivision belongs to tribal population. 

The study area is home of few rare and many other tribal groups of people in India. They 

depend on tea garden based employment and some traditional agricultural practices. Many tea 

gardens have been closed or abandoned or sick. Unemployment prevails in tribal dominated 

blocks. On account of immigration from Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan and in-migration 

from Chhotonagpur plateau region the density of population in the study area has 

substantially increased. Infrastructural facilities like transport-network, degree of 

urbanization, industry, and medical facilities are very poor in the area. Recent uprising of the 
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tribal people due to underdevelopment causes many conflicts among the tribes and other 

groups of people in the study area concerned inviting problems for strategic insecurity. 

Large number of tribal people in the country contributes to a major share of wide-

spread poverty. Society, culture and economy of tribal people are quite different from the rest 

of the non-tribal people. In addition to this, the level of socio-economic development varies 

considerably between tribal and non-tribal people, between one tribe and another tribe and 

even among different subgroup of tribal groups.  The present study at grass root level is 

conducted to give a rigid way for micro-level planning of the overall development of the tribal 

people. 

 

1.5 Hypothesis 

The hypotheses for the study have been adopted are: 

1. Tribal group of people in the study area are socio-economically backward. 

2. Their culture, ethical values are quite different from the rest of the non-tribal people. 

3. Impact of modern economic activities on the traditional livelihood pattern of tribal 

people is insignificant. 

4. Increasing population, immigration and infiltration have squeezed their traditional 

values and cultures. 

 

1.6 Objectives 

The following objectives have been taken in to considerations: 

1. To find out the nature of spatial distribution of tribal people in the subdivision. 

2. To examine the social status of tribal people. 

3. To examine the economic status of tribal people. 

4. To examine the impact of modern technology in their traditional livelihood processes. 

5. To examine the status of major tribal groups. 

6. To find out their problems in the present context. 

7. To suggest remedial measures to solve the problems of tribal people. 

 
1.7 Database 

In order to carry out the study, two types of data have been used: a) primary and b) 

secondary.  

a) Primary sources include schedule and questionnaire methods to acquire data from the 

field. A size of 2-5% tribal houselds has been randomly selected for that purpose. 



10 
 

b) The secondary sources are District statistical handbook, District census books, District 

Gazetteers, published and unpublished journals etc. 

The primary sources of data are household survey collected from the field. The following 

are the sample data sources from the field for the tribal households. 

 

Table 1.2 GP-Wise Sample Sizes of Tribal Households 

Sl. 
No. 

GP Name Number of Tribal 
Households 

Total 
Pop 

Area Covered for sample data 

Total Surveyed 

1 Bagrakot 4000 125 622 Bagrakot TG, Saogaon TG 

2 Odlabari 2100 50 249 Odlabari TG, Targhera 
3 Rangamatee 4500 125 637 Rangamatee TG, Menglass TG, 

Syli TG. 
4 Rajadanga 2300 50 249 Anandapur TG, Uttar 

Chengmari, Apalchand Forest 
5 Damdim 3500 75 452 Damdimhat, Damdim TG 
6 Tesimla 550 25 152 Tesimla 
7 Kumlai 2200 75 329 Neora Nudy, Nipuchapur TG. 
8 Changmari 1000 50 230 Neolabasti, Jogesh Ch. TG. 
9 Kranti 400 25 125 Uttar Khalpara, Kranti, 

Chikanmati 
10 Chapadanga 50 25 125 Chapadanga, Basusuba 
11 Moulani 150 25 123 Dakshin Matiali, Chak Moulani 
12 Lataguri 250 25 145 Uttar Matiali, Lataguri(CT) 
Mal Block Total 21000 675 3438  

1 Matiali Batabari-I 3300 75 350 Aibhil TG, Batabari TG 

2 Matiali Batabari-II 1800 50 222 Purba Batabari, Uttar 
Dhupjhora, Baradighi TG. 

3 Bidhannagar 1500 50 220 Nakhati, Mathachulka 
4 Matiali Hat 1600 50 217 Matiali TG, Matiali hat (CT) 
5 Indong Matiali 2800 75 341 Nagaisuri TG, Chalsa TG, 

Indong TG. 
Matiali Block Total 11000 300 1350  

1 Angrabhasa-I 900 50 211 Kalabari TG, Hridaypur (N) 
2 Angrabhasa-II 650 50 267 Angrabhasa (N), Dhouda Simla 
3 Sulkapara 2350 75 329 Sulkapara, Sukhani Basti, 
4 Champaguri 4700 125 605 Jiti TG, Hila TG, Nagrakata TG 
5 Looksan 4400 125 600 Luksan TG, Gatia TG, 

Grassmore TG, Caron TG. 
Nagrakata Block Total 13000 425 2012  

Mal Subdivision Total 45000 1400 6800  
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Data have also been collected from the non-tribal households to compare the social 

and economic conditions as well as the differences among the tribal and non-tribal people. 

From every GP area 30 non-tribal households were randomly selected for survey. Out of these 

30 households, 5 households in each GP were from the households of scheduled caste 

category inhabitants.  

 

Table 1.3 GP-wise Sample Sizes of Non-Tribal Households 

Sl. 
No. 

GP Name 
Households 
Surveyed 

Total 
Population Area Covered for Sample Data 

SC Gen. SC Gen 
1 Bagrakot 5 25 22 98 Sundaribasti, Saogaon TG  

2 Odlabari 5 25 22 100 Odlabari CT, Targhera  
3 Rangamatee 5 25 20 90 Rangamatee TG, Syli TG.  
4 Rajadanga 5 25 25 110 Anandapur, Dakshin Hanskhali  
5 Damdim 5 25 28 90 Damdimhat, Paschim Damdim   
6 Tesimla 5 25 30 104 Tesimla, Demkajhora  
7 Kumlai 5 25 10 102 Neora Nudy, Kumlai  
8 Changmari 5 25 19 103 Neolabasti, Gochimari  
9 Kranti 5 25 24 102 Uttar Khalpara, Kranti  
10 Chapadanga 5 25 25 112 Chapadanga, Basusuba  
11 Moulani 5 25 25 115 Adabari, Bidurer Danga  
12 Lataguri 5 25 26 120 Uttar Matiali, Lataguri CT  

Mal Block Total 60 300 276 1246    

1 Matiali Batabari-I 5 25 25 106 Chalsa Mahabari, BatabariTG  
2 Matiali Batabari-II 5 25 23 100 Uttar Dhupjhora, Baradighi   
3 Bidhannagar 5 25 24 101 Salbari, Mathachulka  
4 Matiali Hat 5 25 22 104 Matiali TG, Matiali hat (CT)  
5 Indong Matiali 5 25 25 110 Nagaisuri TG, Chalsa TG  

Matiali Block Total 25 125 119 521    
1 Angrabhasa-I 5 25 25 106 Kalabari TG, Hridaypur (N)  
2 Angrabhasa-II 5 25 25 103 Khayerkata, (N), Angrabhasa  
3 Sulkapara 5 25 25 97 Sulkapara  
4 Champaguri 5 25 25 112 Jiti TG, Bhagatpur TG  
5 Looksan 5 25 40 100 Caron TG, Changmari TG.  

Nagrakata Block Total 25 125 140 518  
Mal Subdivision Total 110 550 535 2285  

 

So, a total number of 660 non-tribal households were surveyed in Mal subdivision of 

which 110 households were from scheduled castes and 550 were from General category 

households. Finally, total number of households surveyed are 2,060 including SC, ST, 
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General category, and total population covered were 9620, of which 6800 were Tribes, 535 

Scheduled Castes and 2285 from General Category.  

 

1.8 Methodology 

In order to study socio-economic status of tribal people of Mal subdivision six variables 

have been taken into consideration. The social variables are demographic indicators, health 

indicators and educational indicators while three economic variables are farming systems, 

employment conditions and infrastructural facilities. 

The methodologies applied in the present study are: 

1. The unit of Study is Gram Panchayat. There are 22 Gram Panchayats in The 

Subdivision of which 12 in Mal, 5 in Matiali and 5 in Nagrakata block. For sample 

survey, two to four mouzas in each GP have been selected.  

2. Stratified random sampling for collection of primary data has been adopted. 2-5% 

tribal households have been surveyed in each Gram Panchayats by scheduled-

questionnaires. Depending on the number of tribal households in each Gram 

Panchayat, slab of 25 households were randomly selected e.g. 25, 50, 75, 100, 125.  

Representations of all major tribal communities living in the study region have been 

incorporated.  

3. Besides, for purpose of comparison of socio-economic status, in each GP 5 Scheduled 

Caste households and 25 General Category (including OBC) households were 

surveyed.  

4. Primary and secondary data have been represented by tables, diagrams and index 

marks. For tabulation, analysis and diagrammatic representation of data, the MS Excel 

has been used. 

5. Selected socio-economic parameters of the conditions of tribal people that includes 

demographic indicators, health indicators and educational indicators, farming systems, 

employment conditions and infrastructural facilities have been assessed with the help 

of linear relations, co-relations, time series analysis etc. 

6. Inequalities in distribution of socio-economic parameters have been shown by Lorenz 

curve and Development index with the help of average deprivation method to 

determine disparities within the study area. 

7. To show the distribution of population Choropleth mapping by normal distribution 

methods have been adopted. 
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8. The GIS softwares (Global Mapper, Map Info) has been used for preparing the 

necessary maps and data relating to location and distribution of socio-economic 

parameters to represent the results and field information. The photographs relating to 

field survey are edited and arranged using Office Picture manager and Photoshop 

software.  

 

1.9 Review of Literatures 

 For a long time, the tribal people have been the focus of study for social scientists. A 

bulk of description is available about the different socio-economic aspects of tribal people. 

Indian tribes have been studied by the scholars of different disciplines from different points of 

view. The scholars from Sociology, History and Anthropology studied more about the tribal 

people rather than the Geographers. However, a review based earlier literature is presented 

here.  

 The present Mal subdivision is a part of western Dooars of Bhutan and Britishers. The 

historical information is required to understand the socio-economic development through the 

passage of time. But there are very limited writings about the history of Dooars. However, 

significant contributions are made in this context by William Wilson Hunter (1875), 

Alexandar Mackenzie (1884), D.H.E. Sunder (1895), J.F. Gruning (1911), and Shubhojit Ray 

(2002). 

  

pioneer work about the history of British ruled Bengal. The tenth volume is described about 

the Dooars of Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling and Princely Cooch Behar state. Physical, socio-

Agriculture of the people inhabiting in the Dooars region are minutely described in this book.  

  

Tribes of the North-

Bhutan boarders. In the second chapter of the book there are descriptions of Bhutanese 

aggression to the tribes living in India-Bhutan boarder. The oppression of Bhutan Raj upon 

the tribal people and aggression towards Dooars has vividly been described in this book. The 

Koch Raj was unable to protect his area from Bhutanese and the East India Company invades 

to tackle Bhutanese aggressions by Anglo-Bhutan war which comes to an end with the treaty 

of Sinchula in 1865.  

  

Jalpaiguri 1889-
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Sunder was appointed as a settlement officer for the Himalayan foot hill region. Mr. Sunder 

was able to conduct the land survey by classifying the lands in different categories for revenue 

purpose. In the mean time, the tea plantation has started in Dooars. In his book, he has 

described land revenue and related activities in the Dooars.  

 Gruning, John F. (1911) in his district Gazetteer of Jalpaiguri elaborated details 

land revenue administration. The chapters of this book is deals with physical aspects, history, 

the people, public health, agriculture, forests, natural calamities, land revenues, occupations, 

manufactures and trade, and general administration.  

 Shubhojit Ray (2002) historically describes the colonial character of Dooars and North 

Bengal in his book -1948 . Main 

themes of the book are political economy, tribal economy, struggle against oppressions of 

Zamindars and Britishers by the local people. The book is an analytical history of the socio-

economic changes brought about by colonial ruler in a frontier area of Bengal.  

 To understand the geographical environment of the region several publications of 

researchers were reviewed. Heim and Gansser (1939) describe the central Himalayan 

geological observations. This is a geological analysis of the region. Nakata (1972) deals with 

the geomorphic events of the foothill regions. K.Bagchi and K.N.Mukherjee (1983) describe 

the physiographic characteristics of North Bengal in their devoted study Diagnostic 

The authors did their works through primary data collection, 

dumpy level survey and other soil sample analysis.  

 There are many authoritative descriptions of Indian tribes by the eminent scholars. The 

Sociologists and Anthropologists are pioneer in this field. Mention may be made about the 

works of G.S. Ghurey (1963), N.K. Bose (1971), L.P. Vidyarthi (1976), S.C. Dutt (1984), 

A.R.N. Srivastava (1991), Shereen Ratnagar (2004), P.C. Mehta (2006), and K.L. Sharma 

(2007). 

 Ghurey (1963) in his book discusses religion or occupation or 

racial features which prove inadequate when one attempts to distinguish tribes from non-

tribes in India. According to him purest of tribal groups resisting accumulation or absorption, 

possess certain features which can be considered as common features if possessed by all tribal 

groups. They are as follows: They live away from civilised world in most inaccessible part of 

both forest and hill; They belong either to one of three stocks-Negrito, Austroloid or 

Mongoloid; They speak same tribal dialect; They possess a primitive religion known as 
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Animism in which worship of ghosts or spirit is the most important element. He thought 

tribals are Hindus.  

Nirmal Kumar Bose (1971) in  discusses about different 

aspects of tribal life in India. He analyses society, economy and culture of tribes in different 

parts of India including tribes of North East, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. He also 

enlightens different means of livelihood of tribes in India including their social organization, 

religion, art, music and dance. 

L.P.Vidyarthi and B.K.Rai (1976) describe the tribes from the anthropological view 

 All sorts of livelihood have been focused in 

this book. Economic systems, Social organisations, development of Indian tribes, their 

cultural changes are described in this book. The authors are very solvent to find out the tribal 

problems in Indian perspectives. Different government plans for their development as well as 

failure of the plans has been lucidly described in this book.  

 S.C. Dutt 

tribal communities of India who are retreated to every inaccessible jungles, hill-tract and 

fenland of the country. The book is a classical works in the tribal field where the author 

tribes formed the servile and impure castes of the Hindu community, amalgamating either 

wholly or partially with their conquerors. He further established that without them there 

would be no traces of habitation on the hills, no hopes of clearance and settlement in the 

jungles.  

 Srivastava (1991) studied the value-orientation of the Indian Tribes. The study 

comprises a comparative study of two different ethnic groups of Munda and Oraon, puts to 

test the assumption that culture is one of the sources of value-orientation.  

 Ratnagar (2004) looks to rural tribal societies on the basis of subsistence livelihood. In 

his three essays, he deals with hunter-gatherers, animal-breeder pastoralists, and agricultural 

groups.  

Mehta 

Developments of tribals are in very slow process, it requires increasing opportunities to all the 

people for better life.  Special focus about the tribal development has been given for Madhya 

Pradesh state in this book. 
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 K.L. Sharma  (2007) highlights the hierarchy 

and inequality prevail in Indian society based on caste, kinship and religion. After the 

independence, the scheduled castes and tribes have been benefitted a lot in the fields of 

education and employment. The author has analysed the drawbacks of the hierarchical 

society. 

 Different social scientists, organisations are involved in active research on specific 

tribal communities, their origin, growth, diffusion, and development. The Nagas of the Indo-

Burma borderlands were among the first Indian tribes to become the subjects of detailed 

investigations. During the first quarter of the 20th century British officials such as J. F. Hutton, 

and J. P. Mills, who spent many years of their career in the Naga Hills and deeply attached to 

the people in their charge, undertook intensive studies of the economic, social and religious 

aspects of Naga culture, and a series of monographs, including such standard works as the 

Angami Nagas (1921) and Sema Nagas (1921) by J. H. Hutton and the Rengma Nagas (1937) 

by J.P.Mills laid the foundation for the exploration of tribal societies in India. D.N. Majumdar 

(1937) enlightens the reader A Tribe in Transition: A Study in Culture Pattern as 

to how the Ho tribal community has preserved his tribal and regional culture pattern, while 

reacting by suitable but not too violent changes to influences of culture contact. Dutta-

Majumder (1956) deals with primitive Santal people living in India. He has presented the 

transformations of Santal people from primitive to assimilated conditions. M. Ganguli (1984) 

has presented the Naga tribes inhabited in the steeply ridged and wild forested country 

between the Brahmaputra valley of Assam and the Boarder of Burma in his authoritative work 

. The narrative is based on her intimate knowledge of the land and 

its people, history and culture, its problems and progress. Purkayastha, N. (2012) deals with 

the Oraon people living in Barak Valley of Assam. In his doctoral thesis he has described the 

origin of Oraon tribal group, their engagement in tea estates, government policies and 

transformation of subsistence economy to market economy. Das, Roychoudhury & Raha 

(1966) deal with the tribal people of Malpaharias living in West Bengal in their 

. This study is dealt with the Malpaharia culture 

of plains of West Bengal and plateaus of Bihar (present Jharkhand). The study focuses on 

changes of their livelihood from the original place of Jharkhand to the plains of West Bengal. 

Das and Raha (1967) also describe on Rabha tribal group in another volume 

. The authors illustrated about the cultures of the Rabha people, a little known 

Scheduled Tribe community of West Bengal. In Jalpaiguri (including present Alipurduar 
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district) the Rabhas are mainly settled. The study mainly braces and presents the life and 

activities of the agriculturist Rabhas living in the villages.  

 A few researchers also work on the tribal health status though most of their outcomes 

are publishing papers. Bala & Thiruselvakumar (2009) made intensive researches on tribal 

health care facilities and communicable diseases spread among the tribal people in India. 

Their research focuses on sickle cell trait, respiratory tracts, sexually transmitted diseases, 

malaria, falciparum and diarrheal diseases. They made suggestions to overcome the diseases 

by promoting health infrastructure and promoting doctors from the tribal intelligent students. 

Toppo (2016) discusses about the Changing food pattern of tribal women of Jharkhand state 

mainly of Gulma district. 

The tribal people of Dooars are mainly engaged as plantation workers. Coming to a 

review of works on tea plantation in particular, it may be mentioned that scholars of various 

disciplines other than Geography have contributed significantly to this field of study from 

their own angles. In this regard references may be made to the works of few devoted scholars. 

S.K. Bose (1954) has dealt with both the aspects of capital and labour in the Indian tea 

industry i . The author observed that 

the total monthly remuneration of worker fell far short to what should have been a minimum 

living wage. Awasthi (1975) has presented a 

detailed account of the history, growth and development of tea plantation and manufacturing 

with special reference to Assam. The author has made attempt to study the economic aspects 

of the tea industry and tried to present a coordinated analysis of different economic aspects of 

tea industry in India. Das Gupta (1986) has examined the historical process of evolution of 

plantation labour system in parts of Assam. Dwibedi (1999) discusses on different factors 

which are related to growth and fluctuation on tea production in Dooars, causes several 

unemployment of tea labourers during low production. The book also offers a scope for 

identifying different economic and technical factors which influence the production of tea and 

thus help in evolving appropriate strategies for development of tea industry. Sharma & Das 

(2008) made valuable discussions on the socio-economic agonies of tea garden workers of 

Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Darjeeling.  The workers are mainly in-migrants from various 

parts of the country and immigrants of Nepal. After joining the jobs of tea plantations, they 

have been barricaded within the plantation enclaves only having little exposure outside the 

plantation world. The authors thought that the plantation workers agonies have been hardly 

known to the civilized world of human society.  
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A few geographical researches have been done regarding the tea plantation and tribal 

people in general and labour in particular. Banerjee (1954) in his paper seeks to analyse the 

physiography of West Bengal to determine its role on the concentration of the tea gardens in 

the northern part of the state, mainly in the Darjeeling and Himalayan foot hills. Phangsho 

(1989) in his doctoral thesis describes the Karbis, a group of tribal people living in the hills, 

plateaus and plains of the central part of North-East India, especially in Assam. The author 

highlighted the rapid changes of political and socio-economic fields among the Karbi-

Anglong and he thought that under the privileges offered by the District Council, the 

economic condition of the Karbi-Anglong district has improved to a greater degree than that 

of the Karbis living outside it. Gouri Bardhan (1991) presented the tribal communities living 

in Tripura. She discussed in her doctoral thesis about the tribal demography, social 

characteristics and other economic activities. Housing standards, farming practices, food 

habits, marriage, festivals and musical performances are described by her in lucid manners. 

Dutraj (2014) studies the livelihood shifts of tribal plantation workers in his research works. 

In his works the development of tea plantation activities and its gradual changes have been 

focused. He analysed the determinants and consequences of such shifting of occupations.  

 So far very limited works has been done on socio-economic conditions of tribals of 

North Bengal in general and Dooars in particular. However contributions are mode by Charu 

Chandra Sanyal, Bimalendu Majumdar, Sanjay Kumar Ray and Mahendra Debnath. Charu 

Chandra Sanyal was the son of soil and a social reformer of Jalpaiguri. He has written 

research monographs on tribes living in Dooars. His focuses on Mech, Toto and Limbu are 

fundamental research works. Charu Chandra  (1973) authoritative writing on Mech 

and Toto, two primitive tribal groups was published by North Bengal University. Their 

livelihood, activities, cultures, customs are the main works of this book. The author 

personally investigated and surveyed the households of the Meches and Totos. Similar writing 

is found in his another monograph on Limbu people, published posthumously (2011). Limbu 

people are the inhabitant of lower Himalayas from the Punjab to the eastern end of Assam is a 

Mongolian tribe.  

Bimalendu Majumdar (1998) focuses on the Totos, a primitive tribal group 

concentrated only in Totopara, a tiny Himalayan-hamlet located in the Indo-Bhutan boarder of 

Alipurduar district of West Bengal. Till the fifties of the last century the village was isolated 

from the rest of the District and was mono-ethnic in nature. During the past few decades the 

village has been converted into a multi-ethnic one with the settlement of the exotic 

communities due to encroachment of land of the Totos, causing constant threat to the culture 
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and economy of the Totos. The traditional village administration system has also been 

destabilised. This study is an attempt to depict the process of adaptation, which has been 

followed by the Totos to cope with the changed socio-economic and demographic situation.  

In another study on Totos, Majumdar (2013) focuses on tremendous changes of their folklore 

due to their close contact with the outer world and exotic communities. Their oral traditions, 

especially the folk tales, have almost been extinct due to the absence of the traditional tale-

tellers. Twenty-four folk tales of the Totos were painstakingly collected by the author and 

those are presented in the book including five tales in Toto language with English rendering. 

Dr. Majumdar, a devoted folklorist, has analysed the reflections of all the aspects of their oral 

tradition, particularly the folk tales, upon the plinth of sociological information.  

Sanjay Kumar Ray (2008) in his monograph gives an outline of the work participation 

trend among the tribal population in North Bengal and highlights the areas of gender gap and 

gender discrimination in the use of women labour. It argues that feminization of some 

the cultivator category are the clear indications of economic marginalization of tribal women. 

Debnath (2014) becomes successful to interpret the marginalised tribal communities 

living in North Bengal, especially in Dooars in a single Bengali medium volume. Rabha, 

Bodo, Garo, Toto, Dukpa, Sherpa, Limbu, Rai, Bhutia, Lepcha, Munda, Lohara, Santal, Turi, 

Oraon, Dhimal, Chikbaraik, Nagesia, Tamang, and Mongor- these all tribal communities have 

been discussed in his book from the point of view of society and economy.   

 The above survey of literature shows that the geographic study on tribes in general and 

Dooars in particular is still in its formative stage. Very little has been done so far. Research 

work on this topic relevant to that of the researcher of this thesis, probably, has not been done 

so far by any geographer. 

 

1.10 Conclusion 

 Tribes are generally backward, economically as well as educationally. But they have 

rich cultural heritage. To protect against injustices done to them and to bring them up with 

other sections of society, the constitution of India has granted them special concessions for 

their promotion. Tribal people have been victims of exploitation by non-tribals for centuries. 

A strong sense of identity is prevalent among the tribes of India. Language, religion and 

magical belief and practices, food habits, styles of dress, patterns of habitation and 

dependence upon forest produce are important features of their life which make them distinct 

from non-tribal groups (Sharma, 2007). Their main problems are of poverty, unemployment, 
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indebtedness, backwardness and ignorance. In the perspectives of Mal subdivision of Dooars 

region, tea garden based tribal economy and society has the solidarity in all India phenomena. 

Here indigenous and immigrated tribes face a new challenge of their survival from 

subsistence to market economy. 
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