
CHAP'l'ER 4 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC FUNCI'IONS AND AMENITIES 

INTRODUCl~ : 

Socio-economic functions play an important role 

in an area development and economic upliftment of the people. 

As the physical factors have greatly contributed to good 

agricultural practices the population is concentrated within 

a very limited space and the socio-economic functions have 

influenced the development in agriculture and the standard 

of living of the people with respect to individual. And as 

a whole socio-economic functions like : 1. Education, 2. Health 

services, 3. Financing agencies, 4. Communication, s. Marketing 

services, 6. Transport, 7. Retail services, a. Industries 

9. Electricity and others are at the test of a region which are 

developed or developing. As the study area is densely populated 

and agriculture is the main occupation of the people so a stUdy 

of distribution, availability, accessibility and their 

characteristic of socio-economic functions are urgently necessary 

for making all-round plans and programmes. This Chapter deals 

with a number of existing socio-economic functions, their spatial 

distribution, uses and their availability in the region. Moreover, 

this Chapter also deals with the possibility of further develop

ment of the exist;ing socio-economic functions with the man and 

the area. 
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4.1 EDUCAT I ON : 

Education pl a ys a uniq ue role in the socio-economic 

developm e nt of an area. It is reflected by making peop le 

conscious about the surroundings and the related p r oblems . 

Madan, G. E{ . in 1983 states that 11 p r oper education · creates 

in man th e faculty of reasoning to distinguish between right 

and wron g and choose the path of right". - It equips youngmen 

and women with general skills and techniques and make it 

possible fo~ t h em to do some productive work related to their 

capacity a nd interests. According to Census 1961, 1971, 1981 

Bishnupur d is tric~ showed a steady rise of literacy rates f r om 

30.2 to 31.1 and to 34.0 p e r cent respectively. It has been 

seen that the district administration is striving hard for t he 

universalisation of education in the district by openL~g new 

schools and Colleges. Table 4.1 depicts the position 

of different schools in the district. 

- Table 4.1 Distribution of Educational Institutions in 
Bishnupur district 

Institutions 

Primary S chools 

Jr. H.Schools 

HjH.Sc.S.chools 

Colleges 

1981 

N u 

237 

29 

29 

7 

19 91 Growth rate 

m b e r s per cent 
(1981-91) 

287 21.1 

19 -34.4 

38 31.0 

7 

I t is clear from the t :able 4, 1 that there is an overall 

growth rat e of 21.1% in Primary Schools during 1981-91 while there 
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was a decrease in t he . growth . rat e o f J r. H. School s , b ec aus e 

most o f the J unior Hi gh Schools were converted into Hi gh/ 

Higher Sec. Schools due to the introduction of 10+2+2 scheme 

of education. High and Higher Secondary Schools showed a growth 

rate of 31.0 per cent. There were seven Colleges in the dis t r ict 

including three private colleges wh ich showed no growth rate 

between 1981 and 1991. Apart from these, there are professional 

S chools and Adult Education centres in the district. This 

increase in the educational institutions of the district is 

substantiated by the increase of enrolment of students in the 

district. It is clear from Fig. 44 that the distribution o f 

schools and :Colleges in the district is very uneven. The 

northern part of the district has more concentration of diffe r ent 

schools and Colleges. It is evident from the field investig < . 

tion that the number of private primary schools are 1 29. Ou t 

of a total of 287 primary schools, 158 are Government school s 

whose locations are shown in Fig. 44. The HighjH.S.Schools and 

Colleges are Government institutions. The table 4.2 depicts 

the picture of students teacher relationship. 

Table 4.2 s Studen~Teacher relationship in different instituti ons 

1981 1991 
Institutions Students T eacheiS Ratio StUdents Teachers Ratio 

-- (number) (number) 

Primary Schools 18012 886 1s20 20079 930 1s21 

Jr. High Schools 4746 220 1s 22 5225 133 l s 39 

H/H. sc.Schools 15302 957 1: 16 20976 980 1:21 
Colleges 4{Govt.) 2961 152 ls20 3480 160 1:24 
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It can b e visualised from the table 4.2 that the nos. 

of students in the educational institutions in the district 

shows an increasing trend. The no. of students per teacher in 

the primary school was 20 in 1981 and it rose to 21 in 1991. 

The students teacher relation was sharper in Jr. high schools, 

though the Government Policy is to abolish this level of 

institution. 

4 .1.1 Efima~chools s In view of the uneven distributions 

of primary institution in the district attempt has been made to 

find out the existing distribution per 5000 people. It has been 

also observed from fig.4S th~t: the numbers of schools in the 

rural areas diminishes away from urban centres. The dropouts 

at the Prtmary level by the students is very great, more speci l t ly 

the females . Table 4.3 gives the detail distribution of Pr ima · r 

school in the district per 5000 people. 

(1991) 
Table 4.3 : Index of Availability of Primary Schools per 5000 

people · A 

No. of Schools Status 

Below 2.0 V.Low 

2.0 - 3.5 Low 

3.5 - 5 .0 Moderate 

5 .0 - 6 . 5 High 

above 6.5 V .High 

Nos. of 
Panchayets 

6 

5 

5 

4 

3 

Percentage 
of Panchayets 
to total 

26.2 

21.7 

21.7 

17.4 

13.0 

It is clear from the uable No.4.3 that 69.6 per cent qf 

the Panchayets in the district have less than 5 Primary Schools. 
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On the other hand 30.4 per cent of the Panchayets 

have 5 to 6.5 primary schools per 5000 people. It is thus 

clear that one primary school per 1000 population is much 

below norm stipulated in the development of education (Primary) 

in India. This phenomena indicates that the primary schools 

in the district is insufficient in comparison to the population. 

The location factors like remoteness of the village, lack of 

communication and vastness of the Panchayets are some of the 

reasons for this poor state. Observation of the fig. 44 indicates 

that the areas near the lake tend to have less no. of primary 

schools as seen in the Bishnupur T ahasil. Similarly the 

Panchayets enclosed by other panchayets and rough surfaces like 

that of Torbung, Kwakta, and Keirengphabi indicate the less no. 

of Primary schools. On the other hand it is observed that Urban 

centres like Moirang, Bishnupur, Ningthotikhong, Kwakta, Nambol, 

and OinCYn have a good concentration of primary schools. 

It has been further observed that Panchayets which 

have bigger size .like that of Irengban and . Borayangbi, having a 

small population, has a greater no. of primary schools. Personnel 

verification through field investigation indicates complete 

rurality of the area, in which students have to walk a long 

distance to ,• avail the schooling facilities. 

4.1.2 Junior Schools s Junior Schools in the district are 

decreasing since the adeptation of senior classes in the 

Secondary Schools. The remote villages in the Panchayets like 
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W angoo, Thanga, Borayangb.i, as indicated in Figure No. 44 still 

have j nnior schools, with an average of 200 to 250 students per 

school. 

4.1.3 High(Higher Sec.~chools ~ In view of the significance 

of preparing a personnel for various work.r this stage of education 

is regarded as the most important, because at this stage an 

individual is prepared to fit for diverse occupation and for 

further higher studies. There were altogether 2~/H.S.Schools 

in the district in 1981 which has risen to 38 as fn 1991. This 

trend of increase has three-fold reasons~ (i) conversion of 

Jr. H.School~ (ii) Increase in the number of school going 

children, (iii) Government initiative for universalisation of 

education. It is observed from figure 44 that high schools are 

fairly distributed in the district Appendix x. Out of 24 

Panchayets 18 Panchayets have H/H.S. schools. The distribution 

of these schools in the district is clear from Table 4.4 per 5000 

population. 

Table 4. 4 : Index of availability of H.jH.S.Schools 
per 5000 . pe6ple (1991) 

No. of Schools 

Below o.s 
0.5 1.0 

1.0 - 1.5 

1.5 2.0 

No. of 
Panchayets 

10 

5 

2 

1 

Percentage of 
Panchayets to 
total 

55.6 

27.8 

11.0 

5.6 
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It is observed from the 'I' able 4. 4 that 83.4 per cent 

of the Panchayets have at least one high school per 5000 popula

tion which is very much insuff icient. The rest of the panchayets 

which are densely populated have 1 to 2 schoolso It is evident 

from Fig. 46 that Panchayets having less than one school is 

located in the southern extremity of the district and forms a 

continuous belt in the central port ion (B ishnupur Tahsil) of 

the district. 

Panchayets which have 1.0 - 1.5 index of availability 

is_ stretched from Ishok to S anj engbam. This concentration index 

is mostly governed by the population size and the nearness o f 

the lake. It is evident from the table 4.4 as well as the 

Fig. 46 that 5o6 per cent of the Panchayets have sufficient 

High/Higher Secondary Schools and this area is in the northern 

tip of the district. On the other hand Urban Centres in the 

district have between 1-2 index which is regarded as suff~cient~ 

This part of the rural and urban areas are mostly concentrated 

away from the lake and is the centre of population congregation. 

It can be finally deduced that the presence of lake 

in most of the villages have greatly influenced the level of 

literacy in the district. It is also evident that this part of 

the district is mostly predominated by fishermen community# who 

prefer to engage their wards to catch fish rather than to send 

for schooling. It is against this background that the starting 

of the Loktak project and increase in the number of secondary 
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and tertiary workers in the district is paving the way for the 

opening of new institutions. At pre sent there are about 20,976 

students in the life register of the schools. An increase in 

the student<;teacher ratio indicates that priority for literacy 

is stressed in the district in recent years~Gomes,O.J.F.1987) 

4.1 . 4 Colleges : There are seven Colleges in the district. 

They are all concentrated in the urban areas and are mostly two 

Faculty Degree Colleges, except Sagang which is single faculty 

College and is situated in the extreme end and rural part of the 

district See fig.44. Four colleges are Government-owned while 

other three ar~ private Colleges. The Government Colleges have 

3840 students with 160 teachers. 1'he students per teacher is 

only 24. The district lacks technical Colleges. For which 

students are generally sent to Regional Engineering Colleges 

outside the State while for Medical 2nd Agricultural Studies 

Students are sent both within the Stc:rte and outside the State. 

It -is obServed during field tour that the district has 

other institutions like type writing, adult education centr~ 

short-hand institute, Hindi learning institute and physical 

training institutes, vlhich impart informal education. 

4 . 2 HEAL'l'H SERVICES 

Health is a prime concern for the national progress 

because loss of health affects productivity in industry and 

agriculture. It involves not only medical factors, but also 



/ 

143 

social economic and educational factors. Thus, it is the 

positive st~te of well being o f the individual . The Health 

Survey and Development Committee (1946) rightly pointed out 

th c t "the term implies a state of harmonious functioning of 

the body and mind in relation to his physica l and social 

environment so as to enable him to enjoy life to the fullest 

possible extent and . to reech his maximum level of productive 

capacity". 

Concerted effort are being made by the health department 

of Manipur to promote health into one and each individual. Till 

the fifties Manipur had 27 licenciate doctors nnd 11 nurses. It 

is found as on 1987 that there are altogether 509 medical care 

units, 642 doctors, 266 pharmacist, 303 nurses 629 ANM's, 3 

Metrons, 100 lady visitors, 31 sanitary inspectors and various 

other health workers and technicians in t:he state.(Govt.of Manip n r 
( 198 7) • 

On the other hand it is found that Bishnupur district 

has three community hospitals, three primary health centres and 

20 health sub-centres, See Fig. 44. The corrmunity hospitals are 

located in the urban areas, while the three primary health 

centres and 20 health sub-centres are located in the rural part 

of the district. The rural part has 32 doctors, 26 nurses and 

3 pharmacists which comprise 4.9 per cent of States doctors, ~~ 

per cent of the states medical care units and 8.5 per cent of 

nurses. Thus it is evident that the distribution of these 

services in the district is haphazard and uneven. It is found 
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that most of the services in the district follow the Panchayets 

which have different shape and size, bringing drawback of uneven 

distribution. Personal verifications by field investigation in 

1990 indicated that 3 community hospitals in the district have 

28 medical officers attending to 36,954 outdoor and 1872 indoor 

patients. There are altogether 50 beds to deal with the indoor 

patientso It is evident from population statistics (1986) that 

a doctor serves a population of 5,097. The population served 

per bed is 3262 persons. There is a separate Leprosy and T .B. 

Unit for Bishnupur districto All this depict the bad shape of 

health services in the districto 

The main objective of this Hedical DireCtorate is to 

bring up a healthy generation of its people by 2000 A.D. with 

priority to the rural health. Villages with safe drinking water 

along the fringe of the lake are identified. ; Universal immunisa

tion from dangerous diseases like T.B., Small - po~ Malaria, 

Diarrohea are conducted regularly. There has been considerable 

expansion of welfare servi:: es including women welfare and child 

welfare. Mass progranme for vaccination of children is conducted 

by free distribution of medicines through different sub-centres 

in the district (Govt. of Manipur, 1986). 

It is revealed through field investigation that the most 

common diseases in the district are cough and cold, dysentry, and 

fever. In the surrounding villages of the Lake, high blood 

pressure, measles, small po~ chicken pox are reported. It is 
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further noted th a t the district h a s a small fraction of the 

st ate's sh a re in r espect o f the medical facilities available. 

The distribution of doctors in the rural area per 5000 popula-

tion is as follm·Js, in table noo 4. 5 and Appendix....X. 

Table 4 . 5 s Availability of doctors per 5000 population 
in the Panchayets 

Index of 
availability 

Below 1 (Low) 

1 . 0 - 2 . 0 (Moderate) 

above 2 CHigh) 

---

Nos. of Percentage of 
Panchayets Panchayets to total 

15 75 

• 3 15 

2 10 

20 

It is evident from the 'I' able 4. 5 that 75 per cent of 

the Panchayets of the district have less than one doctors per 

5000 population, while 15 per cent of the Panchayets have 2 

doctors per ~000 population. On the other hand only 10 per cent 

of the Panchayets have more than two doctors per 5000 population. 

It indicates that most of the area are not properly served by 

Medical care units . It is also evident that four panchayet~ 

namely, Kwakta, Khoijuman, 'I'hannapokpi and Thanga Part I, have no 

medical care unit . These Panchayets avail medical care facilities 

from the nearby ~anchayets . 

It is evident from the locational verification that 

there is no marked improvement of paraphernalia of Medical 



146 

health in the rural part of the dist rict. It has been reported 

that there are no regulnr doctors in some of the health centres . 

Some have doctor on occasional visits and few others make weekly 

visits. Simil arly, is the case with nurses . The primary health 

sub-centres h as no bed for patients, while Primary Health Centres 

a t Utlou, 1·h anga, and Leimapo}<;parn hav e four beds each . 

Due to the Panc hayetwise establ i s hment of Medical care 

units sometimes units are locat ed a long distance from one 

another. According to the field investigation, people of 15 

Panchayets h ave to go 1 to 3 kms distanc e and 3 Panch ayets have 

to travel 4 to -5 kms for medical services. Peeple of another 3 

Panch ayets situated at the southern extreme h ave to go 6 to 8 

kms for taking medical advice. 

It has been found th at child mortality in the district 

has dropped from 125 per thousand in 1981 to 96 per thousand in 

1989. The district is going forward with the main target of 

achieving a record of 60 per thousand by 2000 A.D. Similarly, 

there has been an increase in the life expectancy from 52 years 

to 56 years in 1989 with the goal of 64 years longivity by 2000 

A.D. (Manipur Today, Govt . of Manipur, 1989) • 

Though bringing perfect health to the people of the 

area is the motto of the health department still it lags much 

behind in in f rastructure and manpower to reach each and every 

individual . Financial constraints and economical backwardness 

of the distric~s are some of the r easons for its poor facilities. 
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4 • .3 FINANCH:G .-.Gt: NCIES 

In dn a g ricul Lu r a l st .:~te., the f a=mers are really poor 

anfl they are u n ab le t.:> invest enough fun ds i n agriculture. As 

a res ult r et u r n from agriculture is low. They borrow money or 

cereal crops fro rr: rich an c~ 1 arge 1 andowners at a high rate o f 

interest to me €t t he fcrnil y requirement. · Th e result · is that a 

ma jor portion of their or-educt ·is exh austed to pay back the 

lo ans after a fe·~, months of h arvest. They again start to borrow 

money and crops . In t his way the~ eco nomic conditions deterio

rate year after years {Jan~ M. M . 1990). Under such circumst ances 

of t he farmers, the fina nc ing agencies have to play B vital role 

fo r the economic developm ent an d spread of new agricultural 

technology~ Th e agr a rian instit utions like banks a nd cooper atives 

have great respons ibility for judicious adva ncement of loans to 

farmers who needs operational c apitals, at their disp osal to 

purchase seeds, 

and equipments. 

fertilizers , ins ect icides, pesticides, weedicid e .s 

(Hussain, M. 1979) 

Tak in g t!1e stock of the situation and rapid agricultur al 

and industrial development of the country, Zonal Industrial 

potential survey of Manipur was conducted. This was sponsored 

by the Industri al Ban k of India, Reserve Bank of India, Indust r i al 

Finance Corpor - tion of Indi a, Industrial ~inaz1c'e ~redit and l.nv est

ment eorporation of India Ltd., The A~ricultural Refinance 

Corporation, 'I'he National Institute of 3ank Han;il!g'ement and 

'I' he State Bank of India, in 19 72. 'Jlhe f i nd _.:_;1CJ S (~f the study 
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team is summerized as follows. 

11 T ill 1972, Imphal was the only place in Manipur, 

whicrt had banking facilities. There were 2 banks, namely 

Unit.ed Bank of India and State Bank of India, opened in 1958-59 

in Han.ipur. There were also weaving Cooperative Societies re-

gi.st.ered -in 1954-55. Manipur which was regarded as uneconomic 

-for opening of branches started to attraGt banking entr.epre-

neurs from far and wide. Now Banks like Rural. Banks, Women 

Banks, Industri-al Ban~ Auditya· Finance etc. are functioning 

in the state for the economic upliftment of the people. 

4o 3,0 1 Banks s Th~r·e were no financing agencies in Bishnupur 

till 1972. Most of the banking activities were carriea in 

Impha1l. But after the curving of Bishnupur district in 1983, 

therle was need of financing agencies for the district, while 

implementing different developmental plans and programmes. 

The:r,e are at present 7 financial institutions in the district 

other than Co-operative $ocietie_s. These are : (i) United Bank 

of India, Moirarig Branch, { ii) ':fhe Manipur C9-operative Bank. 

' . Bishnupur Branch, {iii) Manipur Rural Ban~ Nambol branch, 

(iv) United Commercial Ban~ Bishnupur Branch. {v) Manipur Rural 

Ban~ Kumbi branch. (vi.) Manipur Rural Ban~ Kwakta {vii) Moirang 

Primary Co-operative Bank, Moirang branch, as indicated in Fig.44. 

Thes.e banks provide financial help to agriculturists, small 

art.isans, traders, and industrial entrepreneurs with special 

treatment to fishing and improvenent of natural resources. But 
! 
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it has been revealed tha t ther e was no improvement in the 

n umber of ban ks in Bishnup ur di ~ trict (Man ipur at Glanc e 1987). 

It is also evident from Fig . 44 that banking facilities are all 

concentrated in the urb an areas of the district. The rural 

sectors are still devoid of b anks . 

4.3.2 Co-operative Societies . . There are about 3000 

Co-operative Societies in Manipur, out o f which Bishnupur district 

has 399 forming 13.3 per cent of t he State's Cooperative Societies. 

Out of these, 137 are Industri a l Co-operative Societies and 262 

non-Industrial Societies (Dist ric t Annual Plan 1987). These 

Co-op ~r ative S ocieties avail s hort tenn, medium term and long 

term loans from the Government and Commercial Banks. 

Apart from these, there are 21 active Gr am Panchayet 

L evel Co-operative Societies, 72 Weaving Co-operative Societies 

and 2 Service Co-operative Societies in the district as seen 

from fig. 47. It is obServed th a t distribution of G.P. Level 

Co~operative Societies is accordin g to Panchayets. But it is 

found that th.eee Panchayets Kwakta, 'Iera Khong and Keirengphabi 

do not have functioning Gram P anch ayet Level Co-operative 

Soc ieties. On the other hand, we av ing Co-operative Societies 

are very densely concentrated i n the northern tip of the district, 

bordering Nambol and Imphal town s . Heaving is a widespread 

occupation of the women in Ma n i pur therefore, every house in 

t he dis t rict has Schuttle Loom. 
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There are also smaller Co-oper ative Societies like 

the Fishing Co-operative Societies, Fru it Processing Societies, 

Housing Co-operative Societies, Drivers Union, Milk Processing 

and Marketing Co-operative Societies, Wholesale Consumer 

Co-operative Societies, Primary Consumer Co-operative Societies 

in the di_stricto They also identify avenue of economic profit 

in the micro-level and release funds in the form of loans and 

subsidies, under different schemes of St a te as well as Central 

Government. But it has been found that the lots of the poors 

have not been improving in the district. With the expansion of 

Co-operative movement in the whole country various developmental 

programmes have been launched under the Integrated Rural 

Development programmes and Nehru Rozgar Yo.:tan~ which also 

act as financin g agencies. It is hoped that all these will 

bring some change in the Socio-economic condition of the people 

in th e district. 

4. 4 CO.MMUNICA'l' IONS 

Manipur remains aloft in respect of the development of 

post and Tele-communication prior to th e f irst plan period when 

t here were only 80 post offices for the vJhole State. Bishnupur 

district had 2 post offices at Bishnupur and Moirang. Until the 

Fourth Five-year Plan the development of post and Tele-Communica

tion was nominal. There was an abrupt increase of Post and 

Tele-communication during the 70's which res ulted in the 
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spreading to the grass root level. Table No. 4.6 indicates the 

development of Post and Tele-communication in Bishnupur district. 

It is clear from the table 4.6 that in 1971 Bishnupur 

area had two Post Offices which have now risen to four. These 

four Sub-Post Offices are located in the towns. They have 

facilities of -Tele-communication. On the other hand 19 rural 

villages have Branch Post Office as indicated on Figure 44. 

This indicates that only 48.9 per cent of the area of the district 

is covered by post and tele-communication. Majority of the 

villages do not have postal link. The study revealed that the 

district is not developed properly since all the villages are 

not covered as on the guidelines of the SiXth Five Year -Plan. 

The command area of Post Offices is also very large. This results 

in the late delivery of letters and goods. Another drawback of 

the Post Offices in the district as stated during the field 

investigation is that postmen are generally illiterat~ who show 

a tendency to neglect their duty very often. 
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4. 5 MARKETING SERVICES 

Markets play an important role as growth centr!U in 

the economic development of an area because markets ascertain 

commodity surplus and need of the area. It is through these 

centres the actual socio-economic standard of the people · 

inhabiting the area_ is assessed. The history of the market 

and marketing in Manipur is very scarce to be traced out in 

written pages. But a little trace of it is seen in Dun • s Report~ 

(Dun, E. W. 1886) • It says that all the marketing, of the 

country is conducted b~ women in the open air. This is a special 

phenomena in comparison to other States o£ the country, where 

marketing is dominated by male. In every market some sheds have 

been constructed but due to increasing population, most of the 

women do sel:ling in the open air. Plates 18 and 19. 

4.5.1 ~arketing Scenerio ~ Bushnupur district s The district 

though small in size has very far flung villages which are still 

today receiving less modern amenities. It is -identified that 

some villages are 16 to 21 kms far way from the marketing centres. 

The mode of transportation in these villages are still primitive. 
' 

Footpaths and 'Kuccha' ro~s are only the life line of the 
-

villages. BullO.ck carts are commonly used for means of conveyance 

in these villages. The district has 50 wayside market centres, 

2 -
with the density of 10 markets per 100 km which is serving a 

population of 1, 41, 150 as indicated by fig. · 48. Therefore, it 
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is calculated that a l"{larket· centre serves an average population 

of 2823 persons. Almost all the village have their own market. 

These markets are small in size with few huts and sheds. 

Essential commodities like grocery goods and vegetables are 

sold here. In case of urgent need of the goods, there are 

sub-agents at regulated markets at Moirang, Bishnupur, Nambol 

and Ningthoukhong, which are focal points of the villages in 

Bishnupur district for the onward supply of essential goods 

to the villages of the district. The table 4. 7 and fig. 48 

shows the distribution of markets in the 24 Panchayets. 

Table 4. 7 s Distribution of Markets in the Panchayets, 1991 

Market Status No. of Per cent of 
range Panchayets Panchayets 

One V.few 6 27.3 

Two Few 7 31.8 
Three Moderate 6 27.3 

Four Large 2 9.3 

above Four v .large 1 4.5 

22 100.0 

It is deduced from the table 4. 7 that 27.3 per cent 

of the Panchayets have one market. They belong to the bigger 

Panchayet group. The bigger the Panchayet the lesser is the 

number of markets. It has been revealed that two Panchayets 

Keirengphabi and Borayangbi at the southern extremity of the 

district have no markets while about 31.8 of the Panchayets 
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have two markets. So 59.1 per cent of the Panchayets have 

1 to 2 markets. This indicates that most of the main villages 

in the Panchayets are devoid of market place. In order to get 

marketing facilities, the villagers sometimes have to walk 

a distance over 20 kms. This indicates the backwardness of 

the area because markets are the converging poirits, where 

communication develops, by way of inflow and outflow of men 

and materials so produced in the area. It acts as the focal 

point for the spread of knowledge and civilization. Another 

27.3 per cent of the total Panchayets have 3 markets. These 

Panchayets are comparatively better due to greater access to 

. _markets. The rest 13.6 per cent of the Panchayets have from 

4 to more than 5 markets. But still the area is undeveloped 

because of the fact that these Panchayets are large in area 

and population. 

The final deduction is that in size and number the 

markets at Utlo~ Keino~ Phubala and Torong~oabi are coming 

up as important centres. They come under the main communica

tion link touched by T iddim Road. the state highway running 

across the district. 

The number of villages served by respective towns arid 

their distance is clear from Table 4.8. 



Table No. 4.8 s Number of villages and their 
distance from tovms 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Distance from 
nearest town 
in krns. 

1 3 

3 - 6 

6 9 

9 - 12 
above 12 

Status 

Very small 

Small 

Medium 

Large 

Very large 

No. of 
villages 

20 

14 

3 

1 

9 

Percentage 
of villages 
to total 

29.8 

2.1 

19.1 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
47 100.0 

----------------------------------------~--------------------------------

It is clear from the categorizations that 42.6% 

of the villages are within 1-3 krns from the towns which is 

termed as very small range. These villages fall near the 

towns of N arnbol, Bishnupur Ningthoukhong and Moir ang. These 

villages are fairly in a good position availing the modern 

facility of markets within a short distance from ·towns. 

Another 14 villages (29.~) have towns within 3-6 kmso 

These two categories form 72.~ of the total number of villages. 

'I'herefore, it can be deduced that, majority of the villages in 

the district are in better marketing position and near to the 

town compared with the other parts of the district. While 

on the other hand 27.6 per cent of the villages have to move 

medium to very large distance for marketing more than 6 krns 

in the towns. 
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This involves long duratio~ loss of time simply in pursuits 

of marketing. 

It is deduced that much initiative and endeavour 

is necessary to bring up more towns for the service of common 

people by way of developing infrastructure of the town. At 

present, only four centres Nambol, Bishnupur, Ninghthoukhong 

4illd Moirang handle the bulk of the trade and commerce- of the 

whole distri·ct. Nambol handles more than 12 major villages, 

Bishnupur handles 7 villages; Ninthoukhong 5 villages and Moirang 

23 major villages (Census 1981). Apart from all these there 

are many hsnlet villages with g~up of houses which -are served 

by these centresLSen, L.K., 1971). 

What is to be noted now is that small towns have sprtnJ 

up along the main roadside. : Mention may be made of Oinan, 

Keinou, Ningthoukhong, . Toro~glaob:i., Kwakta and Kumbi which act 

as central places. Daily commuters are overcrowded in each and 

every bus which travel in the route. · The route handles about 

10, 000 people per day as commuters in a normal working day. 

4.6 TRANSPORT 

Transport and communication are the main arteries and 

veins through which the stream of economic development flows. 

It facilitates movement of agricultural products to the market 

and fetches better price to the fanners. In turn, it enables 
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him to purchase fertilizers, insecticides, 

agricultural implements and other production inputs, more 

easily from the market towns. This sets in a process of 

modernisation end technological changes in the level of 

agricultural activity. Villagers who have no experience of , 

growing c6mmercial crops like potatoes, vegetables and 

sugarcane etc. can communicate easily once roads are constructed 

connecting them with urban complexes. •This indeed is also 

necessary to bring about cultural as well as emotional integration 

of the people of Manipur ·as stated by R.P.Singh (Singh, _R.P.1982). 

The mode of transport~tion can be classi~ied under {i) Road 

Transportatio~ {iii Air Transportation, {iii) Water Transporta

tion and {iv) Railways have been a:ided in the transport map of 

Manipur { 78 i<ros) • 

4.6.1 Roa:i Transpor~ion . ' Of all means of transport, the 

road transport plays an important role in the human lives. Manipur 

remained almost :1~ndlock State prior to nineteenth century. She 

was connected by. only a bridle path with ·Tamralipta {present day 

Tamluk in West Bengal) through Cachar. By the last part of 
. -

nineteenth century this western route was substituted by the 

construction of Manipur-Dimapur road. This road became the 

pioneer road of Manipur connecting Kohim~ capital of N agaland 

and Dimapur with Assam. 

With the beginning of the planning process inl the country, 

fresh initiatives were laid down for the improvement of transport 
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and communication for a?celerated economic development and 

its diffusion to the interior part of the country. The 

density of roads in Manipur in 1955 was 4.2 kms per 100 km
2 

which rose to 24.2 kms per 100 km
2 

in 1989, as against the all 
2 

India average of 37.0 kms per 100 km • This shows that the 

state is much behind the national average. But it is to be 

noted that the hilly region of Manipur has a small pDiJp<)rtion 

of roads than the valley. It has been stated .(Singh., R.P. 1982) 

that the valley districts have roads at an average of 43.7 km 

2 
per 100 km • It is observed from District Annual Plan 1-986-87 

that the valley districts of Bishnupur have 264.9 kms of roads 

forming a road density of 49.9 kms per 100 km
2

• 

Classification of Roads : The classification of roads in the 

district follows the State pattern of classification in which 

roads are classified as {i) National Highways, {ii) State highways, 

(iii) district roads, (iv) Inter-village roads. The dis~rict has 

all road system except National Highway. It is interconnected 

with National Highway by Imphal Sugnu road at the southern 

boundary of the district Table 4.9 gives the development of 

different roads in Bishnupur. 
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Table 4.9 . Development· of different Classes of roads • 

Class Kms Perc en- Kms Perc en- Krns Perc en- Kms Perc en-
tage of tage of tage o£ tage of 
Develop- Develop- Develop- Develop-
ment to ment to rnent to 
total total Jle nt to total total -

State 31.0 13.9 31 . 0 13.5 31 . 0 12.7 31.0 11.7 
Highway 

District 
Roads 42.9 19 . 3 39.8 17.3 40. 0 16.4 37.9 17.9 

Inter 
Village 
Roads 148.6 66.8 158 . 9 69.2 173.0 70.9 186.0 70.4 

Total 22 2.5 10Cflo 229 . 7 100.0 244. 0 100.0 264.9 100.0 

It is clear from the table that in 1984 the districts 

had 222 . 5 l<ms of roads. Intervillage roads formed 66.8 per cent., 

district roads, 19.3 per cent, and State Highway 13.9 per cent. 

On the other hand in 1987 out of the 264.9 kms of total roads 

in the district 70.4 per cent comprises the intervillage roads, 

18.1 per cent district roads, and 11.9 per cent State Highways. 

This ~lies that inter-village roads are given topmost priority 

for the development, the second priority goes to district rocrls. 

The percentage of growth rate between 1984 and 1987 is 25.2 per 

cent and 22.8 per cent respectively. While on the other hand 

State hi9hway did not show any sign of .development and growth 

during thes e years . 

It is revealed from the state development prograi11Tles for 
' ~ 

roads that during Fift~ Sixth and Seventh Five Year Plan road 



160 

development took an OU;tstanding tum, with the emphasis for 

the development of district roads and inter-village roads. 

The scheme of the road network development is that N atiorial 

highway touches the State capital and is interconnected by 

State highway touching the district headquarters. The district 

roads touches the important centres of production and markets in 

the district and outside the district. The major district roads 

touch the Sub-divisional Headquarters and ·circles, the State 

Highways and all these roads are fed by inter-village roads. 

'l'he main objective of development of these roads was to connect 

all the villages of the district having a population of _1500 

:Persons. 

Field investigation and verifications of roads in 1991 

revealed that not much progress has been undertaken in the 

district. The total length of roads now is 298 kms giving the 

2 
road density of 56 kms per 100 km • The Bishnupur district 

ranks as third among the three valley districts of Manipur with 

98 inter-village roads (201 kms) one state highway (31 kms) and 

district roads (66 -kms) according to fig.-48. 

The rural parts of the district reveals a poor communica

tion network set up. The following evidence is drawn from table 

4.10. 
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T able 4.10 s Density of Roads in different Panchayets 
of the district 199 1 

Density per 
No. of Percentage 

Km 
2 Status Panchayets Panchayets 

---
Less than 1 Low 11 45.8 

1 to 1.5 Moderate 6 25.0 

above 1. 5 High 7 29.2 

---

of 

(i) The density of roads is lo'" in the marginal areas of the 

lake and southern lim-its of the c i s trict. The reason for this 

poor distribution of roads is th at th e periphery areas of the 

Lake is often flooded by the inc reas e ~::>£ water level in the 

Lak~ which create drainage problem for the communication to 

develop (Plate-20) • 

(ii) Density of roads is 9lso low at the southern extremity of 

the district which are far away f r om the centre of administra-

tion and towns. These southern a reas of the district is not 

traversed by other roads except district roads and inter-village 

roads. The district roads are a ls o in a bad shape • . The presence 

of ranges bordering the district f orm a hindrance to communica-

tion. 

It is clear from the t able 4.10 that Lake does not 

contribute much for the developm ent of roads in the district. 

The table reveals that 25 per cent of the Panchayets have 

moderate density due to their locat ion on higher grounds except 



K uccha Road at Thanga Women Returning after Marketing . 

Way Back. Towards Home after Fish catch in Lokt a . 



Sanjengbam which lies at low elevation. Otherwise, all these 

areas touch the lake a'nd they are higher grounds making 

facilities for development of communication. The distribution 

of roads is high in 29 per cent of the Panchayets;. These areas 

are mostly located away from the Lake and nearby to the town~. 

These Panchayets- are also traversed by State Highways and 

district roads. 

(iii) Traffic Fl~ ' There are altogether 128 buses plying in 

the State Highway sector of Bisl'lnupur district. Frcm Moirang, 

a section of 64 buses diverts on the district r?ad which goes 

to Moirang town on the way to Thang~ Kumb~ Ithai, Wangoo and 

Borayangbi where the route terminates. Other 43 buses follow 

the T iddim road south of Moirang Lamkhai. There are 43 bus 

stops in the Tiddim Road from Utlou to Torbung. This section 

of the route has eight bus terminus and many bus sheds constructed 

by Charitable Organisations like the Lions Club of Indi~ .Hanipur 

Branch, LoJ:ctak Marup and Local Clubs. It is evident from personal 

verification that most of the roads are not motorable throughout 

the year. ·Motorable roads forms only 32.3 per cent of the total 

roads (Plate-21). 

4.6.2 !!§ter Transp~ ' There is no navigable river in Manipur 

which may be used for transportation of goods and people. But 

rivers and Lakes were used in the past for transportation in the 

valley and the Barak basin which subsequently declined due to 
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introduction of various speedy means of transportation on the 

land (Sharma, B.L., 1989). But it ought to be mentioned 

because it was the only means of transport in South Manipur 

before the beginning of this century. Some mention to Manipur 

river which is navigable is also given by Dun, E.W. in 1886. 

During this dark period Bishnupur area had a well developed 

water transport connecting different places surrounding the 

Loktak Lake. Thoubal) N alflbol, Moirang, Kumbi, Imphal, W abgai 

had routes connecting Loktak lake at Thang~ Ithing, and 

Karang. The western and southern wings of the lake were also 

connected with water routes. Bishnupur, Phubal ~ Kho_ijuman. 

Nachou, Ngaikhong Khullen, Narensein~ Moirang, Keibul and 

Keirengphabi were well connected. This part of the country was 

the only supplier of fish for the whole State as there was no 

imported fish from outside the State as today. 

Field investigation {1991) shows that some places 

have connection by water route to the Island of · Loktak lake. 

Out of 24 Panchayets 16 Panchayets or 66.7 per cent still have 

daily communication link with the Island of Loktak Lake. The 

rest are inter-connected. Moirang, Thanga, Karang, Ningthoukhong, 

Bishnupur, Kumbi and Nambol are the collecting centres of fish 

trade in the district. It is observed that Moirang, 'I'hamnapokpi, 

Ningthoukhong and Toubul are within 6-15 ms from Thanga Station. 

While Ishok and Ngaikhong Khullen are above 20 kms. 

It is observed that local residents use primitive 
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country boats,dug out .from the trunk of the tree for fis hing 

and transportation. It is found that every household has an 

average of two boats since fishing is the main occupation of 

the people living in this area. The district has an ample 

scope for the development of inland waterway~ but it is left 

neglected. There is no ghats, boat~ and even ways to go for 

boating due to wilderness and water hyacinth infestation 

{Plate-22) • 

4.6.3 Airw~- ' The district is far away from the capital 

for getting easy access of the Air~ Transport. Nambol is the 

nearest town of the d~strict with Tulihal Airport of Imph al . 

It has been noticed that there has been a considerable increase 

of passengers moving from the district since 1971 after the 

finalization of the work site of Lok tak Hydro-electric project 

in the district. The visits of experts and intellectuals in 

the area has brought greater assimilation of thought and f ree 

contact with more advance people, has molded greatly the 

behavioural characteristic of locals in the district. At 

present they have a more modern outlooks. Apart from project 

personnels, there are business me~ students and cultivators 

who travel by air from the district, to other places and 

vice-versa. The passengers are mostly Silchar-Calcutta bound 

and Guwahati~elhi boun~ but as a whole inter-connected with 

the rest of the country. 

4. 7 RETAIL SERVICES 

The retail services form important socio-econom~c 
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functions catering to · the daily needs of the people of an 

area. Easy availability and accessibility of retail services 

of the users promote the standard of development (Jan~ M.M., 

1986). It is clear from the field survey that the district 

is serve d by 50 markets of daily nature with the density of 

2 10 ma r kets per 100 km • The distribution of retail services 

is gre atly affected by the common demand of the essential commodity 

in the day to day - life of the inhabitants of an area. Therefore, ' 

retail services of the district have been divided into the 

followin g types s (i) Gm eery store; (ii) Cloth stores: 

(iii) Hardware stores: (iv) Shoe stores: (v) Coffee/Tea stall: 

(vi) Sweet shop1 {vii) Tailoring shop (viii) Carpenter shop: 

(ix) J wellery stores: (x) Book stall, (rl) Stationery store: 

(xii) Saloon; {xiii) Medical store. {xiv) Electronics shops 

(xv) Hardware and (xvi) Petrol Pumps. 

Of thes~ grocery stores, tea and sweet shops and 

t ailoring shops are some of the common retail· serv~ces available 

in the villages. Higher order services like restaurant, cloth 

store, shoe store. hardware shop: furniture store, coffee stalls, 

electri cals store, radio repairing and petrol pumps are available 

in the urban and semi-urban areas. Lower order markets have only 

l imited permanent structur~ therefore the entire transaction 

of vegetables and other items are conducted in the open air. 

'l 'he dist ribution of markets for retail service in the district 

is very uneven. Two Panchayets, Borayangbi and Keirenphabi have 
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no market for retail services. Three/four villages of Borayangbi 

Panchayet get their retail services fran Sagang, a trijunction 

touching Wangoo, Kumbi and Borayangbi. On the other hand, 

Khodrak Nongmaikhong, I<ha Thiungei avail their retail services 

from Moirang, the nearest town and sometimes from Kumbi, 

Isho~ Toubul, Thinungei, TorbuJ?.g, Kwakta and Saiton. Each 

has at least one market for retail services. About 66.7 per 

c ent of the Panchayets have only one market for retail services;. 

Hamlet villages within the above mentioned Panchayets still do 

not have markets for retail services. 

The distribution of retail services in the district 

indicates the rurality and backwardness of the area. Higher 

order retail services are rendered by urban and semi urban 

area of the district. The urban centres like Nanbol Oinam, 

Bishnupur, Ningthoukhong, Kwakta, Moirang and Kumbi handles 

much of the commercial services of the district. The essential 

commodities like salt, pulses, soaps, Kerosene oil, paper, and 

many others are brought from lmphal some 50 to 60 kms away. 

The above mentioned urban centres directly or indirectly bring 

their articles from the whole sellers. It is learnt through field 

investigation that essential commodities get costlier in the 

interior villages of the district due to high cost of transport 

of these items. Small hamlet villages and interior villages 

bring their retail goods from the nearby urban centres, but the 

prices of these retail goods are much higher than the original 

cost of the articles. 
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4.7.1 Comma nd Area of Urban Centres ' · The Nambol urban - . 

marketing cen t re has twelve major census villages as command 

area supplyin g retail essential commodities of daily use 

bringing about 25.6% of total villages. Bishnupur urban 

marketing c ent re serves seven major census villages. It 

forms about 14. 8/o of the total villages. 

'l' able 4.11 : No. of villages served by each urban centre 

------------·----------------------------
Urban Centres 
with Class 

N ambol (Class IV) 

Bishnupur (Cl ass IVh 

Ningthoukhon g (Class VI) 

Moirang {Class IV) 

No. of 
villages 
served 

12 

7 

5 

23 

47 

Source : District Census 1981. 

Percentage 
of village 
served 

25.6 

14.8 

10.7 

48.9 

100. 0'-' 

Another 10.?-' of the village~ are covered by 

Ningthoukhong town. The rest 48.~~ of total villages form the 

command area of Moirang town. This town is the oldest and 

traditionally, the most important in the history of Manipu~ 

it handles almost nearly half of the total no. of villages of 

the district. But recently some more urban centres have come 

up like Kwakta and Kumbi which too are mostly dependent on 

Moirang town. 'l 'he area bounded by this urban marketing centre 

is mostly rural because of lack of good road communication and 



168 

remoteness of the villages and hamlet villages. Another such 

factor v;hich makes the area under developed is the ma rshy 

n atu re of the soilo As these parts of the district emer g ed 

after the recl amation of the land, which was actively under 

the influence of the water of the lake. 

In order to assess the retail services available in 

the rural villages of Bishnup u r district data has been collected 

durin g the field survey and are computed for analysis 

Appendix Xl. The table 4.12 g ives the scores of retail 

services in 2 4 Panchayets of the district. 

'l' ab l e 4.12 ; Retail :Service by Scores 

Scores 

Below 20 

20 - 50 

50 100 

100- 150 

Above 150 

Total 

Status 

Very low 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Very High 

No., of 
Panchayets 

3 

6 

6 

8 

1 

24 

Percentag e of 
Panchayets to 
total 

12.5 

25.0 

25.0 

33o3 

4.2 

100.0 

It is evident that Kwakt~ 'l'hamnapokpi and Ishok are 

the three most undeveloped parts of the district with very low 

scores of the retail services available among 24 Panchayets of 

the district. They fonn 12.5 per cent of t he P anchayets. These 

Panchayets have scores less than 20, while 'I' orbung, Ter~khong, 
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S aiton, Irengbam, Borayangbi and Thanga Part II record the 

second lowest group of scores ranging between 20 and so. 

They form 25.0 per cent of total Panchayets. Altogether, 9 

Panchayets have very low to low scores forming 37.~ of the 

total Panchayets. It is clear from the field observation that 

these Panchayets are either situated far away from the main 

communication line or are big Panchayets_ These Panchayets 

are also densely populated which require higher no. of retail 

services. But lack of these services indicates the backwardness 

and rurality of the area. 

There are six Panchayets wh~ch have moderate scores in 

retail services. These six Panchayets are Toubul, l<hoijuman. 

Nachou, ToronglaQbi, Sanjengban and Thinungei. They form about 

25"/o of the total number of Panch_ayets, ranging between 51 to 

100. In future these centres ar:e going to develop into growth 

points. At present nine Panchayets have high to very high 

scores of retail services forming about 37.5".4 o.£ the total 

Panchayets. 

It has been seen from the previous analysis that majority 

of the activities in the district are concentrated in these 

Panchayets. Keeping aside the urban part of the district, Utlou, 

Moirang Khunou, Keinou, Phubala, Wangoo, Thanga Part I enjoy the 

central locations and good communications. These areas are 

at present coming up as marketing centres of retail services 

of the nearby hamlet villages. These centres are going to act 
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as the growth points of the area in the future. At present . 

Oin~ Ningthoukhong, Kwakta and Kumbi act as the growth 

points in the area. These areas were brought \n'l.der the . 

notified town area recently,Lewis, w.A. 1955). 

The starting of the wo_rk at the Loktak hydro-electric 

project, during 1 70s d~anded the fast increasing of socio-economic 
-

functions i,n the district. Retail service centres were opened 

at every stone 1 s throw distance of the villages surroun?ing 

the work site. Ningthoukhong became the focal point of retail 

s-ervices. I t flourished during the period of construction of 

Loktak project in leaps and bounds. 'l'he to~n today has developea 

almost all the higher order services. The town has two cinema 

houses, a Gas station and a Petrol filling point, electrified 

saw mill, mechanised stone work of the- first order. Apart from 

this, Bishnupur, Moirang and Nambol towns are increasing their 

sizes because of increased activities and movements of people 

from the site of work to the Loktak project.- The area _ receives 

enough power supply from 11 KY step down line from the Loktak 

project. The area today is slowly developing into a prosperous 

region, because of improvement of irrigation for agriculture 

and iiltroduction of double cropping system. The small scale 

industries like rice mill~ saw mills and handloom industries 

etc. are today fed by regular power supplied from the project. 

There has beem a sudden face lift in the district, which is an 

indicator of socio-economic development. 
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4. 8 INDUSTRIAL BACKGROUND s 

Manipur is one of the most industrially backward 

States in the country. Her geographical isolation, difficult 

topography, lack of skill labourers,' lack of capital and 

non-availability of regular power are some of the reasons 

for the industrial backwardness of the state. The most 

important obvious reasons for lagging behind in the industrial 

set up are marketing facilities. Since the State is in the 

eastern extremity of the country with the international boundary, 

the finished products are once again to be transported to the 

rest of the country through di~ficult terrain to catch the 

nearest rail head. 

Manipur entered the era of industrialization in the 

year 1973 with the establishment of a I<hansari Sugar factory 

at Wangbal in Thoub~ dis:trict with a daily crushing capacity 

of 60 tonnes of SU<;1arCane. 

This was followed by the establishment of spinning mill 

at Laitang Khunou., 19 Jans north west of Imphal in 1985 with the 

capacity of 25, 520 spindles. Commercial Production started with 

13,392 spindles. The mill produced 2.70 lakh kgs. of yarns in 

1985-86 and 4.83 lakh kgs in 1986-87. 

Next phase of industrial development in Manipur was 

started during the Seventh Five Year Plan (1985-90) with the 
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finalization of the project like 1 {1) Manipur Sugar Mill and 

Distillery Plant; {2) Starch and Gulcose Factory; {3) Manipur 

Electronics; (4) BCillboo Chipping Plant; {5) Mechanised Brick 

Manufacturing Units; {6) Manipur Cycle Cooperation, { 7) The 

Vanaspati Ghee Manufacturing; {8) Drug Formulation Unit; : 

(9) Mechanised Dye House; {1~ Ginger De-hyqration Plant; 

( 11) Central Institute of Plastic Engineering and Tolls. 

Manipur has been included in the minerals based 

industrial map of the country by the starting of a cement 

factory at Hundung in Ukhrul district in east Manipur ·sponsored 

by the North-eastern Council. The industry with the total 

capacity of 50 tonnes per day has been commissioned in 1986-87. 

(Ansari, S.A. 1976). 

Along with all these mills and factories, Manipur is 

well-known in the outside world in her cottage and handicraft 

industries. It is the traditional art and culture of the 
- -

Manipuri Society. There are about 2 lakhs looms in the State. 

The colour and artistic designed engraved in the products like, 

bed-covers, towels, blankets, pillow-covers, dhoties, scarfs, 

curtains, mosquito nets and .saris makes the Manipuri fabrics 

popular within the State and outside. Apart from .these there 

are about 525 Weaving Cooperatives in the State which boosts 

the state• s incomes in this sector. 

Similar footing with the w•aving industry of the State 
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is the handicraft industry with beautiful artistic designs. 

Embroidary carpentary, brass and bell metal work. cane and 

bamboo war~ ornanent making, stone carving, doll making, 

pottery - and glass bangles are some of the trades in handi

crafts industries. These industries require special incentive 

to bring them on commercial basis. 

4.8.1 Industrial Scenario in Bishnupur District ' Since .-
Bishnupur was the sub-division of Imphal central district 

much progress in industrial development was concentrated 

within the centre or the periphery ~of Irnphal. It was only 

on .25th May, 1983 tha~ Bishnupur sub-division was recognised 

a:s a full-fledged district. The district industrial centre 

was created simultaneously on 2 October, 1983 which started 

to supervise the development of industries in the district. 

According to 1983-84, the district has 4 registered factories 

and 219 small scale industries like weaving, carpentaries, saw 

mills, rice mills floor mills, oil mills, stone work, brick 

making, tailoring, printing, embroidery, hotel and restaurant, 

laundry, photo-processing, bakery, bamboo and cane work. 

black smithy, shoe making, radio repairing, cycle repairing, 

tyre retreading, gur making, pottery and bell metal work. 

Despite. the fact. that the district industrial centre in 

Bishnupur is in its initial stage of operation some marked 

progress has been seen in the field of techno-ecoriomic survey 

of the district, motivation of artisans, entrepreneurs and 

identification of industries for wh~h Bishnupur district has 

good potentiality. 
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The district is going ahead with the development 

of handloom weaving industry which is the household industry 

in each and every house. During 1986-87, 63 out of 132 
.. 

handloom industrial units were assisted with the financial 

assistance ranging up to 2.5 lakhs. Nine weaving ~oeperative 

societies havejacquired looms which would be the first type to 

be introduced in the district. There were 394 units of handlooms 

_in 1987-88 generating 3,167 employment opportunity. 

Industries in the district are divided into the 

following sectors; (i) Large and Medium Scale Industries, 

(ii) Handloom and handicraft industries and (iii) Small Scale 

Cottage industries. 

The district is fortunate in having a medium size 

sugar manufacturing industry at Kabowakching; under the name 

of Manipur Sugar and Distillary Mills Ltd. w~th the crushing 

capacity of 1, 250 tonnes per day. In view of the failure of 

the Khansari sugar factory in Thoubal district due to non

-availability of raw materials and power irr~gularity, efforts 

have been laid in this case to demarcate the sugarcane growing 

areas along with potential areas within the radius of 40 Jans 

from the factory sites and was found that 1884.5 ha of lands 

were under active sugar cultivation. The land lying immediately 

under sugar potential area within the radium of 40 kms have been 

found to be 11, 264 ha which will act as the feeder areas for 

the industry. At present, 15 ha. of land with sugarcane 
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cultivation is within the factory site of Bakowakching. 'rhis 

15 ha of land would provide self feeder area for the factory 

when the supply of raw material falls short from the market. 

The district simultaneously is very popular for 

her traditional handicraft industries which face extinction 

due to financial constraints and competition from the factory 

production. The local artisans though have traditional skill 

face stiff competition which require training for the artisans. 

In order to enrich the skill of selected artisans/entrepreneurs 

are given training for equipping the artisan with the knowledge 

of improved machineries. The Government is providing training 

to selected artisans and entrepreneurs to face any eventuality 

of competition from the other source. 

There were altogether 219 small scale units in the 

district in 1983. This rose to 532 units in 1991. This shows 

a growth rate of 142.9 per cent. 

It is deduced that vigorous improvanent of industries 

took place ·before the commissioning of the Loktak Project, which 

is indicated by the amount of industries during 1983-84, the year 

of commissioning of the Loktak project. But after the short 
. 

interval of the commissioning of the project, the project was 

suddenly closed down, due to the natural calamities of landslide. 

This resulted. in the breakage of the tanpo of :industrial 

development in the district. Th~ study revealed that these 
i 

tempo of entrepreneurs continued from 1984-85 to 1985-86. The 
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new era of indus trial 'development started only 1986-87 when 

the power supply from the project started to flow wi t hout 

interruption. 

Field investigation conducted in all 24 Panc hayets 

of the district reveals that there are 18 industria l ventures 

which employ p a rt-time and fulltime arti s ans. The following 

table and fig. 49 gives the detail of th e industri a l persuits 

in the district a part from the large and medium size industries. 

Table 4.13 : Small Scale Units in the Di s trict 

----~ --------------------------------------------------
Sl. Industrial Unit 

Total :Percentage 
No. nos . to t otal 

1. Rice Mill 1 45 27. 3 

2. Carpentry 1 35 25 . 4 

3. Gur making 65 12.2 

4~ Weaving 60 11.3 

s. Cane work 40 7.5 

6'~ Cycle repairing 20 3.8 

7. Saw mills 12 2.3 
a; Radio repairing 11 2.1 

9. Pottery 11 2o1 

'10. Photo proc e ssing 9 2.1 

11. Embroidary 8 1.7 

12. Brick-makin g 7 loS 

13. Bakery 2 Oo3 

14'; Oil mill 2 0. 3 

15'e Weilding 2 0. 2 

16. Floor mill 1 0.2 

17. Pit saw mill 1 0.2 
18. Metal work 1 __Q..~ 

532_: 100£.9 
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Rice mill is the first to rank among small scale 

industries in the district with Wangoo Panchayet having the 

highest no. of 16 rice mills. It comprises 27.3 per cent 

of the total Industrial Persuits. The nex:t ranking industry 

is the carpentry work. with 25.~ of the total industrial 

persuits. These two industries are well distributed in the 

villages of the district. The third ranking industry of the -

district is 'gur' making which occupies 12.2% of the total 

industrial persuits. Handloom and Cane work. . 

a significant position in the district. 

also occupied 

As regards cane work_ three Panchayets, Toubul, 

Keinou and Ngaikhong Khullen have specialised in the art of 

cane work_ fishing nets and woodcrafts for fishing. Almost 

every household of the Toubul and Ngaikhong specialise in 

making cane fishing net known _as '~abo Loo' while on the other 

hand Keino~ specialises in preparing woodcraft for fishing. 

Nearly 85% of the total population of the area mentioned above 

are engaged in these activities. 

'l'he district is the originating centre for the artistic 

design of the Manipur i cloth N the Moirang Phei 1 • The high cost 

and the high valuation given in the festivals of the State 

account for its pOpularity. Every household in the villages 

of the district is engaged with handloan weaving as full-time 
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or -part-time. The earnings of the women folks of the entire 

State other than household duties come from these industries. 

On field investigation it has been revealed that Leimapokpan has 

the highest no. of looms of fly shuttle types, with every household, 

having at least one loom in average. The ranking of these 

industries in the list {Table 4.13) was done according to the 

no. of women weaving Co-operative societies in the different 

Panchayets of the district;. Individual household looms were 

thus not accounted in the ranking. 

Assessment of these five ranking industries of the 

district has revealed that more than 83.7~ of the entire indus

tries are rice mills, carpentry, 1 gur 1 making, weaving and 

canework. Rice mills. weaving and carpentry are the three 

traditional and very old industries. While, new prospering 

industries are cane wor~ 'Gur' making and carpentry. A new 

beginning has already been made as regard to sugar ~anufacturing 

industries. Under the Manipur Sugar and Distillary Mill Ltd. 

at Kabowakching in Bishnupur district. Similar such· beginning 

can be planned for cane work and carpentry work in the district. 

at present these industries are all running under individual 

entrepreneurship. The increasing demand can be substanciated 

by starting medium· scale industries in the region. 

Another 16.3% of the industries are cycle repairing, 

saw mills, radio repairing, pottery, photo processing, embroidary, 
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brick makin~ bakery, ·oil mill, weilding, floor mill, pit saw 

mill and metal work etc. Apart from thes~l Bishnupur is famous 

for stone carving and quarrying work. This only traditional 

industry of the entire S.tate is functioning at N~houkhong 
town. At present this industry is mechanised after the 

av_ailability of chief power from the Loktak project. 

~fter the distribution of different small scale units 

have been found in the district, areas of specialisation have 

been located in table 4.14. 

T able 4.14 : Area of Specialisation 

Category Panchayets Trade 

1st Moirang Khunou (i) Radio repairing 

(ii) Cycle repairing 

(iii) Photo processing 

(iv) Weilding 

(v) Metal work 

Ngaikhong I<hull en ( i) Carpentry 

(ii) Cane work 

(iii) Pitsaw . 

(iv) Radio Repairing 

(v) Embo.idery 

2nd Utlou (i) Brick making 

(ii) Weilding 

(iii) Floor mill 

(iv) Bakery 

3rd · Phubala (i) Oil mill 

(ii) Weaving 

Nachou (i) Emboidery 

(ii) Photo-Processing. 
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Table 4.14 contd. 

--
Category Panchayets Trade 

I<einou (i) Saw mill 

(ii) Cane work 

4th Wan goo Rice mill 

Irengbam Gur making 

Borayangbi Pottery 

Toubul Cane work. (Loo) 

Thinung-ei Saw mi.ll 

Saiten Oil Mill 

Terakhong Photo processing. 

It is evident from the area of specialisation that 

Moirang Khunou and Ngaikhong Khullen are emerging as the industrial 

hub with specialization in five and more small scale units. Next 

ranking Panchayet is Utlou with the specialisation of four types 

of industries. The third ranking Panchayets aJ:e 1 (i) Phubala. -

(ii) Keinou and (iii) Nachou. All these specialise in two types 

of industrial persuits. Thus, according to the above categorisatio~ . 

industries or medium size can be established in the are~ for the 

economic upliftment of the district. In the area with single 

specialization incentive should be given to develop these units 

individually because these are all resources based from the local 

product. 

· 4'~9 SUPPLY OF HYDRO ELEcrRICITY 

; Supply of electricity plays an important role in 
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all-round economic deVelopment o f an area by providing power 

for agricultural operations and growth of small scale agro-based 

and forest based industries. The state was in a critical power 

shortage until last few years, but after the commissioning of 

the Loktak Hydro-electricity project in 1983 with the installed 

capacity of 105 mw by a single P ro ject, there hQs been a sudden 

change in scenario of power in t he state. Every arrangement was 

done to distribute power in the entire territory pf Manipur by way 

of construction of 132 KV line and 33 KV line with step down 

facilities in Nidthoukhong Yurembam and Jiribam to curtail the 

uneconomic generation of power from diesel generation sets. With 

thi~ the peak load demand of electricity has increased tremen- · 

dously from 25 to 54 mw and per c apita consumption from 26 units 

to 81 units. 

It is assessed that use of electricity was confined to 

certain particular area during the First, Second, Third arid 

Fourth and Fifth Five Year Plans. But a miraculous change -

occurred during the Sixth Five Year Plan {1984-85) when- the 

power supply was connected with the construction of 132/KV 

high tension line by way of completion of the Loktak Project. 

Villages were connected with 33 KV line and 11 KV line wherever 

feasible. Every district headquarters, sub-divisional headquarters 

and block headquarters were to h av e electric connection. This 

phenomenal change took place with the commissioning of Loktak 

Project. 
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The main aim and object of the Eighth and Ninth 

Five Year Plan ending in 2000 A.D. is to bring 10~ electrifi-

cation in the territory of Manipur. 

Apart from these, new schemes have been launched to 

identify household under poverty line and provide free electric 

connection of one point per family below the poverty line in 

electrified villages. This scheme of the Government is known 

as 1 Kuti Jyoti'. Under this scheme till 1989, 5000 ST families 

and 5000 other families have been identified to get these free 

service benefit provided that they will be able to pay the monthly 

power tariff. 

4. 9.1 Power Scenerio in Bishnupur District : The Bishnupur 

district of manipur is fort1.mate to have the largest natural 

fresh water lake in the North-east India. 'l'he live storage of 

3 
the lake is estimated to . be 600 Mrn • Therefore, to harness this 

vast potential of the Loktak lake, a hydel power project known 

as ~oktak multipurpose hydro-electric project has been set up. 

This project was executed by the NHPC and conmissioned in June 

1983 at a cost of Rs.120 crores. The power house has an installed 

capacity to generate 105 K'l of power with three units of 35 l-1'1 each. 

The main aim and objective of the project is to regulate the water 

of the Loktak lake by constructing . a barrage, just below the lake 

at Ithai where rock structure rises the river bed. The. barrage 

so constructed is 10.7 meters high and 68.6 meters long across 
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Imphal or Manipur river so as to protect the live storage of 

the lake when 58.8 c.m. water from the lake is channelised to · 

g enerate hydro-electricity and irrigation. The whole scheme 

of the project is an open channel 2.267 kms long, with 1.077 

krns long cut and covered section of the c hannel. Then the 

water is passed through the pressure tunnel or head race tunnel 

6.62 kms long divided in eight ~aces. The cons t ruction of the 

project posed numerous geological and technic a l challenges with 

nature. The presence of highly inflammabl e Methene gas, at 

faces no. IV and V in the rock strata of t he earth was a serious 

blow in the way of construction of the projecto Sophisticated 

machine like Alpine miner for tunnel barrin g and new Austrian 

Tunnelling methqd was used extensively fbr t he first time in 

India at Loktak project. Mechanical pump e quip ments as well as 

imported hydraulic concrete pump~ continuous pouring shutters 

and agitator cars for concrete lining of th e tunnel at these 

faces made the tas¥..iess hazardous. 

The head race tunnel terminates on the -other side of 

the Lairnatol range at Laimatak of Churachandpur district and is 

followed by 372 meters pipe tunnel termina tin g in sur-ge shaft, 

feeding the three steel penstocks 1.346 kms long with an 

average diameter of 2.286 meters supported by 12 anchor blocks 

and 68 saddles. They carry water to the three units of the 

power house; generating firm power of 70 MW at 6~~ load factors 

with 105 MW of installed capacity as indicated in fig.32. 
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The Loktak hydro-electric project has been generating 
. . 

hydro-electricity since its cornrniss ioning in Jun~ 1983. The 

project worked successfully for two months i.e. upto July,1983 

but due to heavy rainfall in Manipur, there was landslide on the 

Leimatak side of L.aimatol hills and the tunnel alighment was 

breached, even the power house was at a point of danger. Herculian 

was rendered by NHPC to divert the tunnel alignment which took 

- almost a year to comp-lete. The project went for generation of 

hydel power since August, 1984 again. The following Table 4.15 

gives the d etails of power, generated and transmitted from the 

Loktak Hydro-electric Project. 

T able 4.15 : Power -generated and ·transmitted from Lo ktak 
Hydro-electric Project. 

Year Generated in MJ 

-----------------------------
1983-84 

1984-85 

1985-86 

1986-87 

1987-88 

1988-89 

1989-90 

Total 

35.934 

260.161 

413.601 

398.567 

404.951 

374.563 

39.176 

2291.900 

Transmitted in 
}IN Percentage 

32.221 

244.691 

402.953 

395. 560 

401.245 

371.334 

39.006 

2249.818 

--------------------------------------------·----------------------------
Source : Yearly report of the NHPC collected from Engineering 

Officer, ·Manipur. NHPC Office, Manipur. 

It is revealed from the table 4.15 that the Project 

has generated 2, 2~ 900 MJ of power till early part of 1989 of 

which 2249.8f8 MV has been transmitted. 



The generatipn of uninterrupted power supply has 

begun from August, •1984 with the peak load generation from April,; 

1989 to February, 1990 during December, 1989 to January, 1990 all 

time record generation of power to 30.347 and 44.746 million 

units respectively has been achieved out of the target of 31 and 

35 million units. 

Massive work for the transmission of the power generated 

by Loktak hydro-electric project was conducted since its inception 

ip 1971 and was completed in due time. High tension 132/KV line 

was constructed to connect the Loktak power nouse across the 

border of Manipur, Nagaland, As~_ an, Meghalay~ Mizoram, Tripura 

and Arunachal Pradesh for the distribution of power. The energy 

share of Loktak hydro-electric power in the North-eastern States 

is as follows 

Table 4.16 ' Energy share of Loktak Project to the 
North-eastern States 

Sta~es 

Ass am 

Manipur 
Meghalaya 

Nagaland 

T r ipur a & Mizor an 
Arunachal Pradesh 

Uncollected 

Un foreseen lost 

Mol 

30 

25 

10 

5 

10 
5 

15 

5 
105 

Percentage 
share tottotal --

28.6 

23.8 
9;'5 

4.8 

9.5 
4.8 

14.2 

4.2 
100.!lL 
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It is observed from the table 4.16 that Assam 

handles the bulk share while Manipur ranks second. It is 

observed that 14.2 per cent remains uncollected because of 

transmission line construction. 

The National hydro-power Corporation was given the 

task of transmission of power to th~ above neighbouring States 

of Manipur which incurred the following capital cost. 

Table 4.17 : Construction of Transmission line and 
expenditure incurred. 

-------------------------------------------------------·-------------
Nature 

~ • :r.,. t~3'~ rol/SC 

2. 132 roi/SC 

3. 132 YJI/SC 

4. 132 ro~;sc 

5. 132 ¥JljSC ----

Area 

Lok T ak - Irnphal 

Lok Tak -Mao 

Distance 
in krns. 

35 

90: 1 

Imphal-Mao Dirnapur-Bokajan 77 

LokTak- Jiribcrn 83.5 

D imapur-Moir ani Ass am 117. 0 

402.6 

Cost in 
lal¢ : 

79.00 

. 433.00 

_336.15 

: 477.00 

234.0 

1549~ 15 

The table 4.17 reveals that transmission -line of 

Loktak hydro-electric Project which covers a distance of 402.6 

kms. constructed over Manipur and Assam territory at the cost of 

Rs.1549.15 lakhs. 

Though the district has high potentiality of producing 

hydro-electricity and produces 70 MW of firm power fOr utilization 

for the seven sister States of Assam, Meghalay~ Nagaland, Tripura, 

Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh its share to the district is minimum. 

Electrification of the interior villages is still awaited. Where 
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electricity has been p.rovid~ the voltage is too low with 

maximum interruption in the power supply system. There are 

certain obvious reasons for this. The first and foremost is 

that the present_ 11 J!Y power line could not carry the high load 

of power supplied by the Loktak project. The second factor 

leading to the interruption of power supply is the old out dated 

transformers installed at various distributional centres in the 

district. So long, these -transformers are not replaced. There 

is doubt for uninterrupted supply of power in the villages of 

the district. 'I'he third factor is the fund position of the 

depa-rtment which have to augment the entire system within a 

short nuration of time. -One important point to be noted in 

this context is that prior to the commissioning of the Loktak 

Hydel project, the State as well as the district faced acute 

short supply of power. Therefore,, priority was laid more to 

provide electricity to the main centres at divisional or 

sub-divisional level. It was only after the commissioning of 

the Lo~ak Hydel Project a sign of relief was felt by the State 

and rural electrification programme was launched. Though Manipur 

generates 105 MW of Hydei power by Loktak Project her share among 

the Northern-Eastern States is only 25 m which is contrary, 

to her need of 54 MW with the per capita consumption of 81 units. 

The State is still. in critical shortage of power. Under such 

stress, the Government is in the view of decentralization of 

power supply system by constructing mini hydel power projects 

whereever the location of the power plant is feasible. 
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The Loktak power has been fed to the district 

through the step down 33/11 ~ sub-station at Moirang and 

Ninghoukhung. The department is planning to increase the 

power receiving capacity by 132 ~ level in the district by 

installing one more 2 X 12.5 MVA 132/33 ~ sub-station at 

Ningthoukhong of which the work is on the completion stage. 

Apart from these, eight more new 33/11 ~ Sub-stations are to 

be established in the district as feeder stations to the villages 

nearby. Augmentation of the Moirang station is going on and 

power ~s fed in the entire district through this centre. At 

present, the 33/11 ~ sub-station at Bishnupur is -_at a standstill. 

So under the present state of high d~and of power, the station 

needs augmentation quickly and operating the same. 

~el Power Ho~ : In Bishnupur district there is only one 

Diesel Power house at Moirang with an installed capacity of 

896 KW, but this does not operate after the commissioning of 

2 X 1 ·MVA 33/11 ~ sub-station at Moirang. Since the district 

has the -33/11 KV Step down power station from Loktak Project 

it has been felt that diesel sets with uneconomic generation 

may as far as possible be avoided. Such station may remain as 

standby when power is interrupted from the State grid due to 

unavoidable circumstances. 

Consumption of Electricity : As far as consumption of 

electricity is concerned, Bishnupur district consumed 14.65 Kwh 

of power in 1983-8~ subsequently in the next year ~he consumption 
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of power in 1984-85 was increased to a tune of 19.99 Kwh 

(District at glance 1983-84, and 1984-85). The above 

statistics indicate that the consumption of power in the 

district is increasing slowly. 

Rural Electrifica11Qn : According to 1971 Census, out of 58 

inhabited villag~s only 11 villages were found to obtain 

electricity. These villages are Phoij ing Makha, Laitonjam, 

N ambol Makha and Kongkham which come under the N ambol town 

committee area. Oinam and Keinou are the two other centres 

receiving power supply in the SDC circle of Oninam in Bishnupur 

district. While in Bishnupur circl~, · Ningthoukhong, Thinungei 

and Phubala were connected with electric power supply. But in 
ly 

the Moirang circle on"Ngangkhalawai is not connected with power 

supply. Apart from this, the t~wns of Bishnupu~ Moirang and 

N ambol were having power supply. 'l'hese three centres designated 

as towns in 1971 Census have over 300 connections for domestic 

- power use with about 75 points o:f street lighting. Thus, 

altogether 14 villages were supplied electricity by 1971 which 

accounted to 21% of the total villages including hamlet villages. 

With this little progress in the field of rural 

electrification in· hand, massive improvement schemes were drawn 

to bring almost all the villages under rural electrification 

programme by way of coming of the Loktak Project in 1983-84. 

Thus, in 1983-84, it was observed that 33 major villages and 
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haml et villages were brought under electrification. This 

accounts mo re than 70,2 per cent of the villages. Now it 

is revealed that 43 villages out of 47 villages have been 

provided with electricity forming 91,5 per cent of the 

villages. Provision for the electrification of rest of the 

villages is taking place at present. Simultaneously 26 villages 

are planned for intensification work. Some of the villages 

for the intensification work are -interior hamlet villages of 

the district, 

Assessment of the supply of power to the different 

villages of the Panchayets of the district was conducted during 

the course of field work. It is observed that there are altoge-

ther 105 transformers in the district in different parts 

installed for different diversions (Fig. 47). The observation 

revealed that 91,5 per cent of the total villages in the district 

have electricity. In order to find out the degree of electri-

fication, percentage of household deriving benefits from electricity 

in the different Panchayets have been assessed in the table 4,18 

and figure No, 50. 

Table 4,18 : Percentage of Household cecei~ing electricity 
Panchayet-wise --Per cent of Nos. of Percentage of 

,!1ouseholds Panchayets Panchayets to total 

10 - 20 3 12,5 

20 - 40 4 16.7 

40 - 60 5 20 . 8 

60 - 80 4 16.7 
.§.Q._=.100 -- 8 33,3 

24 100,0 __ 
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It is revealed that all the Panchayets in the district avail 

power supply except some villages like Kamsom T CJ!lpak, Chairen, 

'I' angjeng and Karang. Borayangbi Keirengphab i and Kwakta are 

the three Panchayets recording the lowest ·10-20 per cent of 

household availing the facilities of po\ver supp ly. While four 

Panchayets - Moirang I<hunou, ~'hanga Part II, 'l'erakhong and 

Ishok or 1.6. 7 per cent of the Panchayets registered low 

percentage of 20 to 4~/o household availing the facility of 

power supply. Five Panchayets Sanjengbam, _Nachou, Keino~ 

Thinungei and Khoijuman or 20.8 per cent of the Panchayets 

register moderate number of household (40-6~/o) availing the 

power supply facility. 

The rest 50"/o of the total Panchayets of the district 

have high to high percentage of households availing the facility 

of power supply. Nearly 60 to 8~/o of the houses get electricity 

in Leimapokp~ Irengbam, :wangoo and Saiton. Whereas 80 to 100"~ 

of houses are electrified . in Utlou, Toubul, Ngaikhong l4ullen, 

Phubale~r Thamnapokp.i, Torbung, 'l'hanga Part I and '%onglaobi 

Panchayets of . the district. 

The study revealed that power has reached every hamlet 

villages of the d~strict except some section of villages in the 

Borayangbi Panchayet. This Panchayet is the remotest part of 

the district where all weather roads are not available. Mention 

may be made of Kamson Tampak, 'l'anzing, Chiren and Karang. It is 
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observed that only some parts of Sagang avail the supply of 

power in the Panchayet. This Panchayet has only 1~ of the 

houses inst a lled with electricity. Keirengphabi and KWakta 

are the other two Panchayets having the lowest percentage of 

electrification. Economic status of these two Panchayets is 

noted for the lowest percentage of electrification. It has 

been noted in the course of field observation that in Keir.en];Jhabi 

Panch ayet nea rly 90% of the area are sul:xnerged. under water by 

way o f coming of the Loktak project. The people here live in 

a down-trodden condition as fishermen leaving behind their 

paddy f ield sul:merged under water. Naturally people living in 

- this ar ea could not afford to connect power in their miserable 

huts whereas in Kwakta . the economic status as well as the 

lack of initiative of the people is found to be responsible for 

their backwardness. This is evident from Fig.SO. 

CONCLUSION 

It is observed from the study of the socio-economic 

- functi ons of the district that functions like education is 

distributed very unevenly. Urban areas have more concentration 

of schools than rural areas. The northern part have more 

concentration of different school~ than the southern part. 

'I' he student teacher relationship shows crowding in schools 

because of uneven distribution of schools. The study of 

availability of different schools per five thousand population 
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indicates that there is· at an average at least 6.5 primary 

schools for one t h ousand popul ation (at siX member family 

norms) which indicat e s insufficient s p acing of schools. Similarly 

the H/HS schools are crowded. Index of availability indicates 

at the maximum two schools per 5000 population which indicates 

over crowding. It is observed that junior schools are decrea~ing 

while <:;:olleges are stagnant in growth. The district lacks techni

cal ed~cation other than 'l'ype-writing, Adult Education, Shorthand, 

Hindi learning a ncl physical training institutes. On the whole 

it is observed t hat p resence o f lake in the district plays an 

imp ortant role i n the d istribution of s chools, but coming of the 

Loktak Project i s givin g ~nth us iasm for more ed-ucation. The 

district has only 34 per cent literacy which is less than the 

State average. 

On the he alth service sector, the district has three 

community hospit a l s , three P.Hs., 20 P. H.s.c. with 32 doctors, 

26 nvrses and 3 ph armacists. Medical care units are localised 

Panchayetwise in the district which have different sizes and 

shapes and lead to uneven distribution. Common diseases around 

the lake are cough and cold, dysentr~ high blood pressur~ 

measles, small pox and chicken pox. 

The n a ture of availability of doctors in the district 

per 5000 people ind i c ates that 71 per cent of the Panchayets have 

l es s than one docto r. While only 29 per cent of the area has 
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1 to 2 doctors. It is observed th a t most of the area is not 

properly served by Medical care units. Those which are served 

also lack paraphernalia in the r ural part of the district. 

Child mortality in the district is 96 per one thousand popula-

tion while life expectancy is 56. 

Though financing agency plays an :important role in 

an agricultural -economy but there are only 7 such agencies other 

than cooperative societies. They are all located in the urban 

centres. There are 137 industr iGl societies and 262 non-indu5trial 

societies. Apart from these, _the re are 21 G.P.L.Co-operative 

societies, 2 service co-operative s ocieties and a great many 

weaving co-operative societies. But it is found that destiny 

of the poor is same. With the expansion of Co-operative movement 

it is hoped to bring some change in the socio-economic condition 

of the people in the district. It is revealed that only 48.9 

per cent of the area in the district has communication link 

with the rest of the country. Rest are still delinked with 

the facilities of post and Tele-communication which indicate 

the backwardness of the area. 

It is evident that there are 50 wayside markets in 

the district of daily nature thus giving the density of 10 

2 
markets per 100 km • Essential c ommodities are brought mostly 

from the capital by sub-agents and they sell there at regulated 

market. It has been revealed th at smaller the size of the 

Panchayet, the higher is the numb er of markets. In view of 
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the prospering markets in the district it is deduced that Utlo~ 

Keinou, Phubala and 'lkongl apbi are coming up as import ant 

Centres. Regulated market of Nambol handles 12 major villages. 

Bishnupur handles 7 villages, Ningthoukhong 5 villages and 

Noirang 23 villages. · Except regulated markets the wayside 

markets .are ill-mentioned. They need to be developed properly 

so that villages receive proper developit!ental infrastructure; _ 

of which transport is one of the most important. The district 

has 298 km
2 

of roads giving a density of 56 kms per 100 km
2

• 

But still, the rural part of the district has poor t _ransportation 

set up which is of low density at lake margins and southern portion 

o f the district. Evidences reveal that development of roads has 

more in relation with towns. Traffic flow indicates that 128 

buses ply on the roads of Bishnupur with 67 bus stops, eight 

bus terminus and many bus waiting sheds but motorable roads 

form 32.3 per cent of the total roads. Apart from this, Bishnupur 

enjoys the facility of waterways. It was popular during the 

beginning of the nineteenth century but considerably diminished 

after the development of roads. There is still traces of water 

communication links between Thoubal, Nambol, Moirang, Kumbi, 

Imphal and Wabgai. 

It is evident from the availability of markets and 

transport, the retail services in the district is inadequate 

and unevenly distributed. Retailer received · bulk of their 

items from Nambol, Bishnupur oinam, Ningthoukhong, Kwt:~kta and 
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Kurnbi . But retail goods become dearer when these are brought 

to the villages. It is evident that Kwakta. Ngangkhalwai and 
I 

Ishok are the three most undeveloped parts of the district with 

very low scores in retail services. Utlou, Keinou, Moirang 

Khunou, Phubala, Wangoo, 'I'hanga Part I, enjoy central location 

and these are corning up as growth points in the area • . The 

area is chiefly rural due to its economic backwardness of the 

peopl~ which is in turn governed by several other factors like 

industries. Industrially the district is backward in both 

agro-based and non-agro-based industries. There were altogether 

532 small scale units in 1991. Assessment of five ranking 

industries of the district has revealed that more than 83.7 

per cent are rice mills and .. carpentary. 'Gur' making and 

canework are the two prosperilltg industrial units in the district 

which can be developed as medium scale industry. It has been 

revealed from the specialisation in 18 industrial trades in 

Bishnupur district that Moirang Khunou and Ngaikhong ~hullen 

are emerging as the 1st order industrial hub of the district 

whereas Utlou is emerging as 2nd order industrial industrial 

hub while Phubala, Keinou and Nachou rank 3rd in order of 

industrial hub. 

Development of industries are dependent upon the 

supply of electricity. But industrial consumption of electricity 

is very low which is related to irregularity of power supply. 

, This is due to old transformers and lack of entrepreneurship. 
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It is evident from the study that 92ol per cent of the villages 

have electricity while 50 per cent of the area is under highly 

electrified. 

The study reveals that the district is economically 

b ac .kward in both agriculture and industries, because of lack of 

availability and accessibility of socio-economic functions. It is 

observed that the economic conditions of the people are becoming 

more precarious year after . year which lead to pressure on ecology. 

Therefore it is necessary to discuss the general problem and 

ecological imbalances created by different agencies in the 

d istrict and these are analysed in the subsequent chapters. 

. . . . . . 


