
• 
CHAPTER 2 

DEMOGRAPHY 

INT RODUCTIQ!! 

The study of human population by statistical methods 

is called demography. It is derived from two Greek words 11 Denos 11
· 

meaning the people and "Graphy" meaning drawing involving 

all the aspects of population, its distribution, composition, 

sex ratio, growth rat~ literacy, occupation and migration as 

stated by (Cox, P.R., 1970). On the broader sense demograph y 

is the study of the various determinants of population change 

and of the impact of population ctt the world around us. 

(Wumsch, G.J. 1976) o 

Population which was neglected previously started to 

attract the notice of newer topics as sample survey was induced 

for assessing any particular phenomena in demography. (Desa4 

P .B., 1975) • 
' / 

In the light of the above meaning of demography the 

main approach is population and analysis of its size positional 

distribution, composition, changes therein and the Component of 

such changes in a formal and applied conditions. The finding 

of which measures population growth so as to plan ahead for 
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satisfying man • s need · like food, clothing, shelter and other 

necessities. There is another aspect of the subject namely 

the political analysis for ascertainment of people's view on 

important political question as stated by Cox {cox; P.Re~)1970) 

It is evident that the introduction of statistics on 

every branches of curriculum has given a new outlook to the study 

of danography as stated by Mathur (R.N. M,athur,. in 1986). Thus, 

now demography can be approached from hi.Storical, biological, 

geographical, and sociological points of view as demography 

cannot be a hypothetical one, it is always related to human 

being but interrelated to other phenomena. 

Po2ulatiog and D~graphx . . Population can be used in several 

different ways for exampl~ a Biologist refers the collection of 

plants or animals as populqtion whereas a Geographer confines to 

the collection of human beings {Horn, W.F. et. al. 1980) • 

Therefore in this context, Population Geography is concerned 

with spatial variation in their distribution, composition and 

migration in the nature of place with more emphasis on space 

and time (Clarke, J. I., 1972) whereas Demography deals with a 

single topic as pointed by Cox~ 

Knowledge of the elementary technique of demography is 

indispensible to the population Geographers as they are the 

basic tools, the ignorance of which may result in false correla-

tion of phenomena. It is seen through the studies of {Bhand~ A • . 
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·19 7a. et. al) that st~y of Population Geography is also 

multi-disciplinary, and the artificial distinction between 

demography and population studies is disapproved by population 

scholars today. 

Thus the study of demograP'ly is vital from the poirlt 

of economic development because people are the instrument of 

production by providing labour force iii the process of production. 

It is also necessary to know thel.r concentration and make plans 

for the general welfare of the society. This Chapter deals 

with : {1) Population distribution, {2) Composition of population; 

( 3) Sex ratio and age structure; (4) Density of population; . 

(5) Growth of population; {6) Literacy; (7) Occupational pattern 

and {8) Migration. 

2'.1 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION : 

The Bishnupur district has a total population of 

2 1,. 41, 150 persons with an area of 530 km • It has a rural 

population of 94, 264 inhabited in 47 census villages arid the 

urban population of 46, 886 persons. Appendix I. Out of the 

eight districts of Manipur, it is the smallest district in are~ 

but accommodate nearly l(f/. of the total population of the State. 

The district had · 33.~ urban population to total population 

covering 6.5~ of the total are~ according to 1981 census. 
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Table 2.1 s Share of Urban and Rural Population in 
Bishnupur district 

1961 1971 % of Popn. 1981 % of Popn. 

Urban 15108 13.9 46886 33.2 

Rural 78833 93198 86.1 94264 66.8 

---

It is evident from -Table 2.1 that the percentage of 

urban popuiation in 1971 was 13.9 and 33.2 per cent in 1981 

while the percentage of rural population in 1971 and 1981 was 

86.1 per cent and 66.8 per cent. This spows an increase in 

urban po~ulation than the rural population. 

The distribution of population in Manipur is very 

uneven. The valley area shows high concentration of population 

{9~; ! 29, 000) or 65.4 per cent to total whereas the hills covering 

the major -portion of the land area share a small proportion of 

population 34.6 per cent {4. ·92, 000) {Census 1981). It is to be 

-
noted that Bishnupur district is located in the valley and has 

52·-.4 per cent of the total . area covered by Loktak Lake. The 

remaining 47.6 per cent are inhabitable. The entire population 

of the district is concentrated within the narrow belt of the 

Laimatol hills in the west and the western fringe of the Loktak 

Lake. It has only seven urban centres and share a small portion 

of the total population. This indicates that the district has 

a rural characteristics. Table 2.2 shows the distribution of 
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Population in the villages by range according to 1981 Census. 

Table 2.2 ' Nos. of villages and their percentages to 
total in population ranges. 

Population range Status Nos.of Percentage of 
villages villages to total --

200 499 Very low 6 12.8 

500 1. 999 Low 26 55.3 

2, 000 - 4, 999 Moderate 12 25.5 

5, :000 - 9, 999 High 2 4.3 

above 10, 000 Very high 1 2.1 

--
It is evident from the table . 2. 2 that 44 villages out 

of 47 have a popuiation of less than 5, 000. It indicates that 

93';6 per em t of the villages in the district have less than 

5, 1000. While .on the other hand, the rest 6. 4, per cent of the 

villages have :population range above s,ooo. Analysing the 

table it ·can be visualised that majority of the villages are 

in the category of 500-2, 000 range. It is evident from fig.13 

that population is concentrated in a compact area over the 

villages mostly tending towards the lak~ villages ~ay from 

lake are also compact in patches. The distribution of popula

tion is seen highest in Thanga, Kwakt~ a part from urban 

centres which have high population. 

2.-2 COMPOSI'I' ION OF POPULA'l'ION 

The district is the congregation of severa~ tribes of 

the state, because until recent past Bishnupur was the confluence 
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point between the valley of Manipur and the Cachar district 

of Assan and Sylet district of erstwhile East Pakistan or East 

Bengal of British dominion. It is known from historical account 

that Hindu culture in Manipur for the first time entered through 

this route and had its base in Bishnupur. The nane Bishnupur 

itself was given to Lcmangdong after old relics of Bishnupur 

village. Vaishnab, travelling for a long distance from Cach ar 

on rugged mountain ranges of western Manipur settled first in 

this district and propagated Vaishnavism in Manipur. Brothers 

and sisters from the hills too settled at this confluence point 

of Bishnupur belt upto Moirang. History gives the account that 

at Moirang, the first settlers were the tribes. But as the 

Meteis became the superior class, dominating the :others, the 

hill brothers fled to the hills and some of them analgated with 

the Meteis group, they still have the affinity in Manipu~'s 

population. Other group of population who d~inated the area 

are the Manipuri Muslims and the Bengal~s who have mostly 

settled in Kwakta and Saiton, villages respec.tively. Other 

communities from U .P., Bihar, Rajasthan, PunJab and a few 

Gorkhas from Nepal cane to settle here as business communities. 

There are few scheduled castes and scheduled tribes population 

in the district. Table 2. 3 gives the percentage of Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribe population in Manipur and Bishnupur 

district. 

Table 2.3 ' Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Population 

Scheduled 
caste 

Manipur State 17753 

Bishnupur Dist. 213 -----------------

Per cent to 
total popln. 

Percent .Sche- % to Percen-
to dis- duled total tage to 
trict popln.tribe Popln.district 

popln. 

387977 27.3 
0.15 3896 o. 3 2.8 
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It is clear from the table 2.3 that only a small 

percentage of scheduled castes population dwell in the 

district. They foDTI 0.01 per cent of the total population 

of the state which itself have 1o 2 per cent, vlhile it forms 

0.15 per cent of the total population of the district. Though 

the district- is surrounded by the hills only 2.8 per cent 

of the district population or 0.3 per cent of the state• s 

population comprises scheduled tribes in the Bishnupur district. 

The state has 27.3 per cent scheduled tribes population. 

It should _be noted that the scheduled tribes are constituted 

by 29 tribes of Naga and Kukis origin in Manipur mainly 

predominate in the hill districts of Manipur, \'lhereas the 

Meteis predominates in the three valley district. The Meteis, 

Muslims and other communities of numerical importance form the 

majority of the population of the district. They compose 

nearly 97.1 per cent of the total population. It is evident 

that only few villages in the district have scheduled castes 

population. Saiton and Thanga have scheduled caste population 

ranging from 1-5 per cent whereas Sadu Koirang records a good 

proportion of scheduled caste population {3~) • 

On the other hand it is found that 18 out of 47 

villages in the district have small proportion of scheduled 

tribe population (below 5 per cent). Two villages Khoirentak 

and Sagang have very high proportion of tribe population in 

the district. Therefore, it can be deduced that scheduled 
' 
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caste and scheduled tribe population is of numerical 

importance in the district. The speciality of the area 

is that all these tribes and communities have lived together 

from time and memorial in peace. harmony and tranquility. 

2 0 3 SEX RATIO AND AGE STRUCTURE s 

The determination of Sex ratio and age structure are 

the most important elements of the study of population structure. 

By this we ascertain the working forces of the country. Out 

of 1, 41, 150 pe::c:sons 70, 843 are males and 70, 307 are females 

( 1981 Census) in the district. Till 1961, Manipur had a 

higher number of f anales than the males. In 1961, there were 

1, 015 females per 1000 males and in 1951 there were 1036 

females per 1000 males. The average sex ratio for Manipur 

was 980 females for every 1000 males, according to 1971 

census. But according to 1981 census average sex ratio in 

Manipur was 971 females for 1000 males. The valley region of 

Manipur comprising of three districts of Imphal, 'l'houbal and 

Bishnupur has the highest sex ratio of 991 females for every 

1000 males (Singh, J.P. 1983). Since Manipur as a whole has 

high proportion of women, who are regarded as weaker section 

for a::tive participation in different work, has to mobilise 

their participation. (Census 1961, 1971, 1981) • 

It is s een from the age pyramid that the percentage o f 
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total population is v:ery high up to the age group 0-14 yrs. 

because the children o f this age group are engaged in schooling 

and academic train.ing. The percentage of working population 

between 20-59 years is about 48 per cent. The percentage of 

population above 60 years are also small compared with the 

working population. 'l'he stud y indicated that there are more 

dependent population th an the working population in the 

district. (A"Qsacy,s.A., J.9·76). 

2. 4 DENSI'I"Y OF POPULA'1: I ON 

The district h as a population density of 266 persons 
: 2 . 

per km , which is very high in comparison to the State average 

of 64 persons per km
2 

(Census, 1981). It is the third densely 

populated district in Manipur. The fertile soil, the regularity 

o ~ the surface, and anpl e scope for occupations other than 

agriculture are some of the important factors which have given 

rise to such concentration of population. The Table 2.4 shows 

the density of population per km
2 

in the villages of the district. 

Table 2.4 ' Density of Population by range 1981 

2 
Density per km 

Below 200 

200 400 

400 - 600 

600 800 

above 800 

Status 

· Very lCM 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Very high 

No. of Percentage 
Villages of villages 

10 23.8 

13 30o9 

10 23.8 

5 12.0 

4 9.5 
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It is seen from table 2.4 that 54.7 per cent of the 

. 2 
villages have very low to low density of populat1on per km on 

the other hand 23.8 per cent of the villages have moderate 

density of population. The rest 21.5 per cent of the villages 

have high to very high population density. Senapati Sabal (57 

2 2 
persons per k.m ) and S adu Koi.rang (60 persons per krn ) have the 

lowest population density below the states average. It is clear 

from this and Fig. 14 that most of the villages having low 

density are concen t rated in the southern extreme part of the 

district. Whereas villages having high and very high density 

are scattered all over the districto Thus, it can be concluded 

that the density of population in the villages is very uneveno 

Uneven surface, ,,Jatersheds, influence and rise of water from the 

Loktak Lake on the p eriphery areas are some of the important 

factors contributing for the uneven distribution of density of 

population. The presence of high Laimatol mountain range in 

the west and the presence of Loktak Lake in the eastern border 

of the district reveal that the settlements are concentrated 

within a limited zone. Another obvious factor for the uneven 

distribution o f the density of population over the villages is 

intermediate agricultural land between the villages,locational 

factor also influence the high concentration of population in the 

districto The springing of N ambol, Oinarn, Bishnupur, Ningthoukhong, 

Moirang and KUmbi as towns makes villages nodal centres 
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of the towns which contributes to high density o f population 

except some f ew villages in the southern part. Ot her:vJise 

almost all the villages are within 4 to 5 kms pe riphery of 

the towns (Singh, R~P. 1982) o The towns in the dis trict have 

the highest density of population compared to t h e vil lages, 

N ambol have the highest density {13070) follmved by t~'.oirang 

(12806). Fig. 14 indicates that the density of po p ulation in . 

B ishnupur 1' ahsil from Oinan town· to 1'-bir ang is c or.:paratively 

lower. These villages mostly fringe with the 1 <:1ke, vlh ile 

villages in Oinam and Noirang T ahsils are of hi gh er density, 

except the southernmost villages like Chair en, 'l' 2n g J en<; and 

Kasom 1' <:JT~pako 

2. 5 GROW'i'H OF POPULA'.i.'ION 

'l 'hough there is much space for the aeri al expansion 

of the population in the district, the pressure of population 

is great enough t o reach the explosion state, i f new virgin 

land area is not made available for the settlement of the people. 

'l'able 2 0 5 and fig. 15 give the detail of the dec enr. ial growth 

of population in Manipur and the Bishnupur distri c to 

Table 2 0 5 s Growth of Population 

StatejDist. 
Population in OOO's Decennial g rowth rate in % 

--------
1961 1971 1981 1961-71 19 71-81 

--- ----
Manipur 7800 10728 14210 37.5 32 0 5 

Bishnupur 789 1089 1412 37o3 30.4 
-
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The decennial growth of population in the district 

is going at par with the State growth. It is noted that 

Manipur 1 s population has increased by leaps and bounds within 

these three decades in comparison with the National average as 

a whole. The growth rate of population in Manipur state during 

1961-71 was 37.5 per cent whereas the district growth rate was 

37'. 3"/o. In the same period, the n a tional decennial growth rate 

was 24 . 8 per cent. The growth rate of- Bishnupur district was 

more than 2 0 5 per cent than the State growth rate during 1971-81. 

Slight decrease of growth rate was noticed in the population 

during the decade 1971-81. The State population rose by 32.5 

per cent -while the district recorded 30.4 per cent increase 

in population. The village-wise break up of the decennial growth 
• 

rate of population is given in table 2.6 and Appendix-II. 

T able 2.6 . Growth of Population in the Villages • 

Per cent of No.of villages Per cent of village 
decennial Status to total 
growth 1961-71 1971-81 1961-71 1971-81 ---
Below 20 Very low 7 8 21.2 21.6 

20 - 40 Low 17 25 51.5 67.6 

40 60 High 6 3 18.2 Sol 

above 60 Very high 3 1 9ol 2.7 

33 37 

It is clear from the table 2.6 that during the decade 

1961-71, 72.7 per cent of the villages showed very low growth 

rate of population whereas during 1971-81, 89.2 per cent of the 
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villages showed very low to low growth rate. This indicates 

that growth rate of population in the villages was low in 

1971-81 then that of 1961-71 when there was a maximum increase 

in the population of the district. It is also observ ed that 

an increase in the nos. of villages in low growth rate group 

indicates better cheeks in the population explosion in the 

district. While on the other hand during t he decade 1961-7~ ' 

27.3 per cent of the villages showed high growth rate of 

population contrary to 10.8 -per cent of villages within this 

range group in 1971-81. The conclusion drawn from the study 

of population rise in the district has been to some extent 

checked during : the decade 1971-81 than that of 1961-71. 

It is observed from the Fig. 16 that Pukharamban 

Ngaikhong Kh\ll'lou, Ithai and Ishok showed high to very high 

growth of population because of the reclamation of the submerged 

agricultural land from the lake after the initiation of the. 

project. It is also observed that majority of the villages 

in the district shows marginal growth rate of population and 

are mostly located around the Loktak Lake. While very low 

growth is observed far away from the lake, this indicates that 

population is more attracted towards the lake in the iadistrict. 

It is further deduced that the alarming increase in 

the population of the district during the decade 1961-71 is the 

opening of the new work site of Loktak Hydro-electric project 

where exodus of people moved giving rise to population. Other 
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important factors for· the higher growth of population ~s the. 

application and use of modern facilities and amenities in the 

day to day lifeo General improvement of the health of the 

people by extensive use of medical facilities have caused a 

decline in the death rate at all· stages of life which simul-

taneously increased the birth rate, is certainly one of the 

foremost factor ,:;?~~;· of this phenomen~ (Singh, R.P. 1982) 

The Techno-economic survey of Manipur 1961 has clearly 

stated that Manipur has 1000 male to 1036 women population 

according to 1951 Census as ag.ainst 1000 males to 947 females 

in all India basis is also a s_ignificant factor fo~. the high 

growth of population in the valley district of Bishnupur. 

2'.·6 LITERACY 

Literacy is one of the important factors for the 
. 

economic as well as regional development, so high percentages 

of both male and female ar~ important for measuring the level 

of educational facilities ~vailable in the areao The improvement 

of educational facilities in the State of Manipur from 1951 

to 1981 has gone a good way for the upliftment of education 

in the Bishnupur district too. The percentage of literacy for 

the State in the beginning of the present century was only 1 0 0 

per cent. It was 11.4 in 1951o· It rose to 30.4 per cent in 

1961 and 32~9 per cent in 1971. A significant increase 

(41.4 per cent) was noticed in 1981 (Singh, L.s. 1989). 

As regard to the literacy data of the district, data 
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prior to 1961 was not available so analysis has been concentra

t ed with the data of 1961 to 1981 {Census 1961, 1971 and 1981) • 

It is observed that in 1961, out of 39, 237 males 18,107 and 

out of 39, 616 females 57, 00 were literates, which altogether 

constitute 30.2 per cent of the total population. In the 

s arne decade the state had a lite_rate percentage of 300 4 per 

cent. I n the subsequent year 1971, the literate population of 

the d istrict rose to 25,142 males and 8,539 females out of 

54, 691 males and 53, 615 females thus constituting 31.1 per 

cent of the total population of the district. In the same 

decade the State had a percentage of 32.9. While the next 

decad e 1971-81 a lso showed an increasing trend. Out of 

70, 843 males and 70, 304 females, 22,877 males and 9, 703 females 

fonn the literate population, altogether forming 34.0 per cent 

of the total population in the district Appendix IV. In the 

s arne decade the State literacy rate was 41.4 per cent. 

The above evolution states that the literacy rate of 

the district is going at par with the State literacy rat~ 

except in 1981 in which the proportion of literacy in the state 

made a sudden leap to above 41 per cent while the district 

literacy rate showed a steady increase from 31 per cent to 

34 per cent. During the period 1951-81, the district literacy 

rate had increased by threefolds while the State literacy rate 

had increased by almost four folds. It is deduced that though 

eff icient working force is increasing in the district, much 

resources is to be mobilised to catch increase of literacy 
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rate of the State. 

The percentage of literacy rate in six towns of 

Bishnupur district is higher than the percentage of literacy 

rate in the State. The average literacy of the urban areas 

is 47 per cent. The towns have higher percentages of literate 

persons than the surrounding villages due to easy availability 

of education and other factors. It is evident from the study 

that the literacy rate of the district have been improving 

remarkably between 1961 to 1981 {Devi, G. 1989) • 'l'he village-

-wise literacy rate of the district is clear from the table 2.7. 

Table 2. 7 : Villagewise Literacy rate in Percentage 
of Total Population 

Per cent of literate 
by range 

·----
Below 20 

20 

30 

30 

40 

Above 40 

Status 

Very low 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

Nos. of Percentage of 
villages villages to 

total 

9 19o 1 

9 19.1 

19 40.~ 

10 21.3 

Table 2. 7 indicates that in 1981, 38.2 per cent 

of the villages are within very low to low range of literates 

whereas in 1971, it was 57.1 per cent. This indicates that 

more than 18.9 per cent of the villages have improved the 

literacy status within the decade. Whereas, 40.5 per cent 

of the villages in 1981 were having moderate percentage of 
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literacy. This is an increase of 10.3 per cent of literacy 

than that of 1971. Thus, the decrease of the nos. of villages 

in low group and subsequently increase of nos. of villages 

in moderate group indicates the improvement of literacy 

in the district. 

Similarly there had been -also phenomenal improvement 

in the high range group of literate persons. In 1981 more than 

21.3 per cent of the villages are under high percentage range 

of literacy. - In 1971 only 11.7 per cent of the villages regis

tered high range of literacy. It indicates an increase of more 

than 9.6 per cent of villages than the 1971o 

As a whole it can bed educed that literacy rate in the 

villages of the district is improving as the accessibility of 

the area has considerably developed with the construction of 

the Loktak H.E. Project, as well as the lots of the poorer 

section of the population have improved by way of employment 

opportunity at the work site which have the direct bearing on 

improving the literacy rate in the villages of the district. 

It is observed from Fig. 17 that higher literacy 

percentage is noticed in the northern part of the district 

other than the towns. It is a continuous belt from Khiojuman 

.I<hunou to Utlou near Imphal. While moderate literacy range 

is well distributed in the entire district except in the 

southern part where there is low I?ercentage of literacy. 
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2.7 OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN 

The economic face of a country is due to its resources 

whether it is material r-esources or ·human resources. The state 

itself is poor in respect of material resources, which can bring 

a sudden face lift. Manipur State and tne district in particular 

is rich in r-espect· of human resources. Now, it is our turn to 

utilize these abundance resources with minimum wastes, while 

at this process human resources gets divided among different 

productive activities forming thereby the occupational pattern 

in the district. -The present study is conducted under the 

following heading. : (i) People engaged- .in Primary occupation, 

(ii} Peop}:e engag~ :in' Secondary occupation, {iii) People 

engaged in Tertiary occupation. The following is- the percentage 

of workers engaged in these activities -according to 1981 census. 

Table 2.8 : Percentage of workers in different Occupational 
patte~ in the state and Bishnupur district 1981 

State/ 
District 

Manipur 

Bishnupur 

PeE' cent· of Per cent of % of sec. % of 
workers to ·primary workers workers to tertiary 
total popln.to total workers total workers workers 

40.4 

33.3 

68.7 

73.3 

9.7 
11.2 

21.6 

15.5 

It is clear from the table 2.8 that the percentage of 

workers in Bishnupur district is 33.3 per cent as against State's 

average of 40.4 per cent. Primary occupation engage 73.3 per cent 

of the total workers in the district which is 4.6 pet cent more 
i 
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than state average (68. 7 per cent). This phenomena indicates 

t\.;o things: (1) Rurality of the are~ {ii) Priority of 

occupation to primary sectors. 

Similarly, percentage of workers engaged in secondary 

occupation in the district is more than the State average. This 

indicates that avenues have been created for workers in secondary 

occupations after installing the Loktak project. With all this 

degree of rurality there is avenue for tertiary workers. It 

has been found that the percentages of tertiary workers are 

more than the secondary workers. It indicates that occupation 

of the people in · the state and the district in other services 

are improving remarkably. It has been found that during 1971 

primary occupation shared 83.1 per cent of the total workers. 

Secondary occupation shared 10.2 per cent and Tertiary occupa

tion shared 6.7 per cent of the total workers. The evolution 

indicates that there is decrease in the total percentage of 

primary workers in the district1 while there is increase in 

the percentage of workers in secondary and tertiary occupations. 

Thus, it can be concluded that though Loktak lake project is 

in its infancy, it is creating a marked impact in bringing 

changes in the occupational pattern of the people in the 

district. 

Attempt has been made to find out villagewise 

variation of workers in Bishnupur district Appendix Iv. At the 

time of consulting various census records ma1y difficulties 
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cropped up because th€ area of most of the villages fluctuates 

in every successive c ensus d ue to alteration~ Therefore, for 

t his purpos e v illages common to 1961, 1971 and 1981 were 

taken into account for comparison and others are discussed. 

Table 2 . 9 .· illustra tes the v a riation of •,vorkers in the 

villages of the district, according to 19 71 census. 

Table 2 . 9 . • Variation of Workers 1971 

Status 
INCREASE DECREASE Percentage 

of workers 
Nos.of Percentages 
villages of villages 

Nos . of Percentages 
villages of villages 

------------------------------
Below 20 Very loH 4 10 . 3 6 15.3 

20 40 Low 4 10. 3 10 25 .6 

40 60 Medium 3 7.7 ") 7o7 ..J 

60 - 80 High 5 12 . 8 

Ab ove 80 High 4 10 . 3 

It is clear from 1' able 2 . 9 that "'39 villages have 

t he record of Horkers during the bvo successive census 1961 and 

19 71 and the grm·Jth rate of workers : of these villages h ave been 

calculated. Accordingly, it is clear that 51 . 4 per cent of . the 

villages have an increase of all type of wor k ers which 20.6 

per cent of the villages have registered low to very low 

percentage in inc rease of workers while 30oS per cent o f the 

villages h ave r egistered moderate to very high g rowth of 

wo rkers. Apart from this, a decrease of wo rkers in 48 . 6 per cent 

of the villages of the district during the decade was noticed 0 
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The reason for this decrease of workers in these villages 

is due to mi gration for services elsewhere. 

The variation of wo rkers in different villages of 

the district according to 1981 census, can be compared from 

the following table 2.10. 

Table 2.10 : Variation of Workers, 1981. 

INCREASE 
Percentage 
of workers Status -------------------

No. of Perc~tage 
villages of villages 

Below 50 Very low 12 28.5 

50 100 Low 11 26.2 

100 - 150 Moderate 6 14.3 

150 - 200 High 1 2o4 

Above 200 Very High 3 7.1 

DECREASE 

No. of 
villages 

8 

1 

Percentage 
of villages 

19.1 

2.4 

Out of 42 villages of which records of workers are 

available in Census 1981, 78.5 per cent of the villages have 

showed an increase of workers, while 21.~ _ per cent of the 

villages have showed a decrease of workers. During 1961-71 

there was an increase of workers in 51.4 per cent of the 

villages while the rest of the villages showed a declining 

trend in workers • . Therefor~ it can be concluded from the 

study that the district shows a good phenomenal increase of 

workers during the decade. During 1961-71, 9 villages showed 

decrease in percentage of workers. On the contrary, these 

villages showed an increase in percentage of workers during 

1971-81. 
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The villages of marginal increase of workers during 

1961-71 showed further increase of dependent population which 

is the indicator of decreasing working force, verification 

in the composition of population indicates that these villages 

are female dominated, so their participation rate is less. 

It is evident from fig. 18 that majority of the 

villages regist~r low increase of workers, highest increase 

of workers has been seen in two villages in the northern part 

of the district namely, Ishok ( 282.3 per cent) and Senapati 

S abal - ( 216.0 per cent) and other is at the southern part at 

Sagang (273. 2 per cent). While the highest decrease of 

workers has seen in Lourambam {-52.3 per cent) near Utlou 

and Yumnam Khunou {-23.8 per cent) near Oinam in the northern 

part. Other centres of negative growth rate of workers are 

Khoijuman Khunou and Khullen in the central part of the district. 

Karang, Ithai, Toronglcobi and N achou also register negative 

growth. 

Having found out that different workers have been 

increased considerably in the district, the nature of increase 

of workers in different villages of Bishnupur district in 

different occupations {Appendix X) are as follows. 

2. 7.1 Primary occupation_2 : It is the most important sector 

of the economic activity of the people of Bishnupur district 

which engage 73.3 per cent of the workers of the district. The 
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villagewise distribution of primary workers in percentages 

is clear from the table 2.11. 

Table 2.11 s Categorisation of Villages in Percentage of 
workers in Primary Occupation, 1981. 

Percentage of Nos. of Percent age of 
Primary workers Status villages villages to 
to total workers total 

---
Below 50 Very low 3 6.7 

50 - 60 Low 5 11.2 

60 - 70 Medium 10 22.2 

70 - 80 High 10 22.2 

Abov:e 80 Very High 17 37.3 

It is clear from the table 2.11 that 17.9 per cent of villages 

register very low percentage compared with the average of 

primary workers in the district. .While 60 per cent of the 

villages register very high concentration above average of 

primary workers. 'I'his indicates that agriculture is the main 

occupation of the people in the majority of the villages of the 

district. Fig. no.19 indicates that s (i) Urbanisation is the 

cause of low concentration of primary workers near the urban 

areas where primary workers are les~ (ii) high percentage of 

primary workers is governed by the fertility of soil in some 

urban centres also, (iii) while a low percentage of primary 

vwrkers indicates urbanisation. It is also observed that 

northern part of the district around Nambol has very high 
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percentage of primary workers. Bishnupur Tahsil also indicates 

high percentage of primary workers in both 1971 and 1981. 

It has been found that there has been a substantial decre ase 

of primary workers from 83.1 per cent to 73.3 per cent during 

1971-81. This indicates that there has been avenues to 

concentrate more workers in other sectors of occUpations. 

Thus, these phenomena indicate that the impact of Loktak 

Project had a direct bearing in changing the occupa·tional 

pattern of the people living in the nearby villages. 

FISHERIES AND FISHERMEN : 

IntroductiQD : Fisheries constitute an important sector of 

our national economy. According to the National Income 

Statistics, Indian fisheries constitute about ?/o of the gro~s 

domestic products and 3.3~ of the income from agriculture 

(Govt. of Indi~ 1984) • 

The importance of this sector can be better appreciated 

in the light of the fact that this sector provides wholesome 

protective food containing animal protein in the diet of the 

country• s undernourished population {Mishr~ 1987). Beside 

providing a highly nutritive diet it contributes much towards 

large scale employment of the poorer sections of the population 

and is an important source of supplementary income to the farmers 

who are suffering from low output per person engaged in agriculture. 

The Bishnupur ~istrict of Manipur which has 4~/o of the fishing 
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potential areas of the wh o l e r1anipur, with constant perennial 

2 
water of about 278 km spr e ad of Lokt a k l ake and enormous nos. 

of tanks and ponds, rivers, st rea ns and P isciculture cum paddy 

field. In view of fishing aS t he ma in occupation of the people, 

a s e parate treatment is given to this o ccupation which engage 

more t h an 12.0 per cent of the total popu l a tion of the district. 

FISHING POPULA'l' ION AND SOCIO-t:CONOMIC ST ATUS : 

Fishing is one of t he most important occupations of 

the people living around t he Loktak lake of Bishnupur district 

of Manipur. Out of 24 i? anchayats a £ the district 18 Panchayats 

have active fishing population. 'l'h i s forms 75 per cent of the 

total villages. Some more villages are also connected with 

the occupation of fishing in the Loktak lake. (Techno Economic 

Survey of Fisherm~ in hanipur 1985-86, Department of Fisheries, 

Manipur). Table 2.12 gives the percentage of fishermen population 

in the Bishnupur district. 

Table 2.1 .2 J Percentage of Fishermen Population 

Range in Per cent 
Status 

No. of % of 
to total fishermen Panchayats Panchayets 

Below 1.0 Low 5 27.8 

1. 0 to 10.0 Medium 10 55.6 

Above 10.0 High 3 16.6 

Total 18 100.0 
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Table 2.1 _2 reveals that 34.5% of the total fishermen 

in the district are con c entrated in Thanga Part I whereas Thanga 

Part II and Moirang Khunou h.we 16.2% and 17.3"/c. respectively. 

r1'hus, these villages altogether for:m 68. S'Yo of the fishermen of 

the district. The rest 31.5% of the fishermen are shared by 

other centres like Moir ang compr is.ing 6. 2% Phubal a 6. 5%, 

Thinungei 3. 0'/c., Ningthoukhong 2.6%, and the rest below 2"/c.. It 

is evident from fig. 20 that most· of the fishermen of the district 

are concentrated within the island of Thanga., Karang and Ithing 

and the nearby areas touching the water of the Loktak lake 

specially in the southern section of the lake. Another obvious 

reason for the concentration of fishermen community in these 

areas, is due to the loss of agricultural marshy reclaimed land, 

during the process of maintaining the livestorage of Loktak lake 

which occurs specially at the southern portion of the fring~ due 

to the sloping nature of the lake alignment. 

It is evident from table 2o 12 and fig. 20 that 27 .a 

per cent of the PanOhayets have low percentage of fishermen 

(Below ~. 0 per cent). They are all located far away from the 

lake. While 55.6 per cent of the Panchayets have upto 10 

per cent of its population as fishermen. This indicates greater 

con c entration of fishermen in medium categories in majority 

of the Panchayets. On the other hand 16.6 per cent of the 

Panchay$ts have above 10 per cent fishermen population to total 

population. This indicates that 72.2 per cent of the total 
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Panchay~t is located near the lake and have good proportion 

of fishermen population in the district. 

It is interesting to note that in Manipu~ there is 

no separate fisherman community as that of the other parts of 

the country who are deprived of social status in the society. 

Thus, they do not belong to either scheduled tribe or scheduled 

caste population of the states. But their socio-economic 

position is weak. They live from hand to mouth. Field study 

investigation in the island of Thanga has revealed that the daily 

net average income of a person rose to Rs.13.95 of 7 members 

per family. Therefore the daily income of the family is at 

the minimum Rs.lOO/- or a monthly income of Rs.3, 000/- per familyo 

According to field survey report collected from the Pradhan 

Thanga Part I and Part II nearly 85% of the houses are kuccha 

tin roofed, while another 15% of the houses are kuccha thatched 

house, which need renovation. The economic status of the villagers 

in these three island resorts 'l'hang~ Karang and :rthing haVe been 

improving a lot in the recent years due to the spout" of fish 

prices iD the whole of Manipur. 

As regards to other socio-economic functions now almost 

all the vill~ges have been electrified, western fringe of the lake 

is provided by the tap water while at the southern fringe water 

supply is poor. It has been observed during field investigation 

that these three islands Thang~ Ka.,.rang and Ithing face a critical 
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situation due to lack of drinking v1ater. They use lake water 

for drinking purpose which is quite unhealthy because of decaying 

water hyacinth, and free excreta zone along the Ed.nge of the lake 

added by the affluent of the town falling in the lake directly. 

The fishing villages are well connected by some sort of roads 

or others except Karan~ which is not connected by road transporta

tion, till now with the nearest Thanga island. 

It is evident that though the individual frequency of 

catch in the Loktak lake is great, the yield rate of catch is very 

less. For this reason, production of fishes in the district does 

not match with the area as indicated in the above study. Only 

5, 000 ha of 1 and in the district are developed. Out of the 

total potential 48, 000 ha this forms only 10o4~' of the total 

potential area. 

2~-J. 2 Secondary Occ~ation s As there was decrease of primary 

workers . between the decade 1971 and 1981, it has been observed 

that there is an increase in the secondary occupation of the 

workers in the district. The villagewise concentration of the 

workers in secondary occupations is illustrated in table 2.13. 
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Table 2.13: Categorisation of villages in percentage 
of workers in Secondary Occupation ( 1981) 

Percentage of 
Sec.Workers to 
Total workers 

Below 5 

5 - 10 

10 - 15 

15 - 20 
Above 20 

Status 

Very lm~ 

Low 

Medium 

High 

Very High 

Nos. of 
villages 

12 

12 

3 

8 

5 

Percentages 
of villages 

30.0 

30.0 

7.5 

20.0 

12.5 

It is clear fr~~ the table 2.14 that 60 per cent of the 

villages have very low to low percentage of workers in :secondary 

occupations compared with the average of the district". While 

another 32.5 per cent of the villages have high to very high 

percentage of workers and the rest 7.5 per cent of the villages 

have medium range of workers. It is observe<l from the Map Fig 21 

that villages of low range of primary workers is compensated by 

higher concentration of secondary workers. It is also observed 

that villages of higher percentage of secondary workers are either 

near to the urban centres like Utlou or villages near the Lake 

like Thang~ Kha-Thinungei.. Comparing the district averages of 

1971 and 1981, it has been found that 10.2% in 1971 has increased 

to 11.2 per cent in 1981. On the other hand t owns in the district 

have medium to very high percentage of secondary workers. 

2.?.3 Tertiary Occupation : The avenue of tertiary occupations 

in the district is a recent phenomena because in 1971 only 6.6 

per cent of workers were engaged in this occupation. But according 
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to 1981 Census, the dis.trict average rose to 15.2 per cent. 

If we compare the percentage of workers in Secondary Occupation 

it may be observed that there is better growth of workers in 

T ertiary occupations in this decade. ThE villagewise concentra

tion of 'l'ertiary workers is illustrated in Table 2.14. 

Tabl e 2.14 ' Categorisation of Villages in Percentages of 
Workers in Tertiary Occupation, 1981. 

Percentage of 
Tertiary workers Status 
to total workers 

Below 6 Very low 

6 - 12 Low 

12 - 18 Medium 

18 - 2.4 High 

Atove 24 Very high 

No. of 
villages 

9 

8 

10 

11 

7 

Percentage of 
villages 

20 : 0 

17.8 

22.2 

24.4 

15.6 

It is evident that 37.8 per cent of the villages have 

very lmv to low percentage of Tertiary workers. Outs of 45 villages 

22. ~ per cent of the villages have medium percentage range of 

. workers in this sector. The rest 40.0 per cent of the villages 

have high to very high percentage of workers. It is clear from 

the study of the primary and secondary occupations that decrease 

of primary workers in succeeding decades in the district average 

and an insignificant increase of secondary workers indicate that 

there is an abrupt increase in the number of workers in this 

sector of occupation. Lack of cultivable land the aggression of 

the fringing villages by water of the Loktak Lake and nearness ot 
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urban centres from the villages are some of the factors which 

attracts more percentage of Tertiary workers. It is observed 

from Fig. 22 tha t villages north of Bishnupur upto Ultou which 

forms the northern wing have medium to very high percentage of 

Tertiary workers, ..,.:hile villages at the central sector from 

Bishnupur south to Kumbi have a different percentage further 

south have a low percentage of Tertiary workers. 

The final conclusion drawn from the study of the 

occupational pattern has indicated that the opening of work 

venue in Loktak Project and various developmental work taking 

place in the district is attracting people in Secondary and 

Tertiary occupations. Thus ch anging the occupational structure 

of people in the area. 

Even though there are some changes in the occupational 

structure of the people in different villages of the district 

as a whole it gives an agrarian characteristic with majority 

of the workers engaged in primary occupation:0 

2.8 POPULATION MIGRATION 

Migration in the broader sense of the term is the 

movElllent of people in the processes of th e socio-economic 

development of an area. The factors that induce population 

migration are many and varied and involve both push and pull 
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factors at the origin and at the destination of the migrants 

(Clarke, J.I., 1972~ 

The objective of migration is to seek better economic 

opportunity with the view of increasing individual incomes, leading 

to material adv a ncement and enhanced social status. Migration 

brings prosperity by way of flO\v of funds, technology and cultural 

contacts. Phenomen-a of migration occurs and increases as the 

country progresses by industrialization and economic development 

of the country, ~.·hich brings large scale movanent or shifts in 

population. 

It may be noted that migration may be inter-village, 

village to urban centres, crban centres to village and urban 

centres to urban centres. It does not follow any rules of 

boundaries, may be inter-district migration, inter-state 

migration, periodic migration, seasonal migration, inter-regional 

migration. They all come under internal migration. When the 

· people cross the country boundary, it is termed as international 

migration. 

As migration has been defined very broadly so there 

should be ample migratory population in the Bishnupur district 

of Manipur. Many avenues of work for technicians and labourers 

are opened by the starting of Lok tal< project. Exodus of people 

from different parts of the country came at the project for work. 

Even from outside the country technicians were brought who 
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stationed for years together. Flow of people come to urban 

centres to avail the marketing facilities not only from villages 

but also from the other districts and mountain tracks. But the 

records on their movement are not mentioned anywhere. 

CONCLUSION 

It is observed from the study of the demographic 

characteristics of the district that only 47.6 per cent o f the 

total area of the district is available for socio-economic and 

cultural development. The rest ·, 52.4 per cent is occupied by 

t he ;Lake# Swanps and unfavourable location :for settlement lead 

to the concentration of population in selected areas near the 

lake and on the sides of State Highway. The settlement along t he 

S tate Highway is compact but is alternat_ed by paddy fields. Mos t 

of the villages \68.1%) in the district have small popul ations 

where different communities congregate. · Sex ratio indicates fem ales 

outn~ered males till 1961 census while · from 1971 male has 

outnumbered females. This phenomena is the main cause for having 

less number of working force. Another reason for less working 

force is the high percentage of dependent population. 

The district has a population density of 266 persons per 

2 
km which is very high in comparison to the state average of 64 

2 
p e rsons per km • It is observed that density of population is 

greater near the nodal centre of the town while the towns near 
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the lake showed outstanding density of population. The 

villages near the lake have less density. 

The growth of population in the district during the 

decade 1971 was 37.3 per cent against all India average of 24 

per cent but in subsequent decade ~e growth was 30.4 per cent. 

The literary rate of the district is seen to be improving as 

the accessibility to remote villages has .been improved by the 

construction of the Loktak hydro-electric project. The northern 

part of the district has higher percentage of literacy rate 

than the southern wing. Towns have conspicuous literacy of 47 

per cent against the state average of 41 per cent. 

On the whole it has been evaluated that 33.3 per cent 

of the total population of the district are workers in different 

occupations of which primary workers form 73.~~ of the total 

workers. This indicates the rural characteristic of the district 

with agriculture as the main occupation. But it has _been evaluated 

that there is a decrease of primary workers in the district during 

the decade 1971-81 while there is an increase of secondary and 

tertiary workers. It is concluded that installation of Loktak 

h~dro-electric project brings a marked change in the occupational 

pattern of the district. 

Fram the above elevation it is clear that population in 

the district has a high density, e.specially since physical and 

cultural factors favours easy production of agricultural crops. 
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Agricultural practice in the district is still primitive but 

acts as a backbone to the district's economy. So it is 

necessary to study agriculture in the subsequent chapter. 

• • • • • • 


